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AT a Meeting.of the \WWasniNaToN BENEVO-
LENT SocteTy, held of Washington Hall, on the

h July, 1513, 10 eas on motion unanimously

“ Resovven, That the thanks of this Society be

presented to the Hon, GOUvERNEUR MORRIS, for
tie appropriate and clogquent Oration delivered by
lam before the Society, on the Sth inst. and that a
copy be requested for publication.

“ ResoLvebD, That David B. Ocden, Martin S,
Wilkins, and Isanc M. Elv, Esqpuires, be a Com-
millee to carry inlo cffect the foregoing resolution.”

Extract from the Minutes,
- [ .M.‘ ELY, Sec'y.

o
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Fellow Critizens,

A socriery which bears the name of Wasi-
INGTON 1s assemibied to eclebrate the Birth of our
cmpire.  Yhen (hat e s pronounced i con-
nexiton with s fostival, what tumultiious recollec-
tions rush on the heart! The value of tfreedom—
the duty to detend t—unsullied virtue—immortal
fame. But let us endeavour to reduce our ideas
to order.

Scven and thirty vears have been borne on ihe
current of time smcee our Independence was de-
clared. Of the aclors m that scene but tew remainn.
The greater number of those who now perform a—
part on the stage of life, were then™in their nurses
arms, their mothers’ wowmbs, or only to be number-
ed among possible existences. It mayv not be in-
proper, then, for one who was i withess, to dc-
lineate the sentiments which prevailed. His fee-
ble testimony may assist in cleansing the American
character fromn representations by which it has heen
sullied ; for it has become a fashion, with some,
to celebrate this anniversary by invective; and.
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mingling low abuse with vain applause, portray
the men who stood forward to defend their country
as staves—of vulear resentment, or baubles of clild-
1sh passion.  T'here were then, indeed, as thero are
now, and as there ever will be, a herd who proved
their patriotism only by their noise,  Manvy of these,
in the hour of trial, sought safety nnder the Bri-
tish lag; but when the American standard waved
triumphant, they crawled from their nding places,
and found sccurity 1w contempt.  Afterwards, by
degrees, they wriggeled themselves (into the confi-
dence of a heedless peopld}%ﬁwd became acam vo-
ciferous : founding a claim to exclusive patriotism
on clamour agawmst Brtish influence. These are
the men who stigmatized Washington as a tory,
and those who shared Ins confidence and fought by

his side, as a gang of conspirators.

Let it not be forgotten, that our contest with Bri-
tain was in defence of liberty. - Those who engragr-
ed it did not wait the galhing of oppression, hut
opposed oppressive clamims,  In their minds a love
of hiberty was mingled with a sense of honour.
They might perhaps have suficred themselves to be
despotled, but thev could wot bear to be disgraced.
They were not blind to probable consequences.
Thev had property, families, reputation; and, ac-
cording to the calculations of human prudence,
might anticipate an ignomimous death.  Imagina-
ton could not fail to present to their view helpless
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orphans, driven from the paternal mansion to beg-
cury and wretchedness.  Thev derived no consola-
tion from comparing the force of the oppused par-
ties. - The alternative, theretore, which reason pre-
sented, was hasely to submit or bravely to penish.
Under such improssicus, men of caln temper, fanr
characters, and rcheious sentiments, after solemn
cornmunton with their own hearts, determined to
hazard their all. Theirtrust was i the Almighty.
They knew that the God of battles 1s the God
of righteousness ; and they felt their cause to be

just.

“’cighty argunents were not wanting to dissuade
them. Jt was urged, that the supremacy of Parha-
ment was a charactenstic trint 1in the British consti-
tution ; that it was the pride and boast of British
subjects; that 1t was the palladium of that iberty
which they and we adored ;  that the union of the
British empire was the base of its power and glorv ;
that we shared in the lofty pre-eminence which
British subjects enjoyed ; that a separation from
the mother country would expose both her and
ourselves ; that union was essential to the common
security ; that, should we succeed in breaking
the arch of Empire, we should be crushed in'its
ruins. A strong appeal, also, was made to nation-
al antipathies; to resentments against France; for.
we were yet smarting with wounds received in the
seven years' war. 1he savage yell, mingled with

b —
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the shout of rire le ror, vet tingled in our ears.
We were told by friends who adhered to Britian,
and such there were whose conduet, though difter-
ent fromm ours, was equally dictated by a sense of
duty, that we should become the prev ot Galhic
ambition ; that, seduced by thie wiles of a crafty
court, we should exchaure the privileges of Lng-
land for the fetters of IFrance.

These arcuments were dispassionately weighed,
and the result was a conviction that no earthly good
s so valuable as Liberty @ Thot 1t was our duty
to deliver to our children, unimpaired, the rights
we had received from our fathers: That, in the
performance of duty, 1t 1s not perumtted to dehibe-
ratc; but, acconmtable to God for our actions, we
are bound to submit the result to his sovereign will.
These, indeed, were not the sentiments of fiery
zealots, whose standard of patrotiam was persccu-
tion.  But these were the sentiments of that pha-
lanx which marched with firm steps through the
horrors of civil war. As they were-not deterred
by daunger, so they were not seduced by hope, nor
deluded by wsidious propositions.  When it was
sugeested that an American representation in the
British Parliament would justify subnnission to its au-
thority, they percersed that this expedient, (whichino
the moment of unsuspecting confidence might have
been thaukfully adopted) would only give to wrong
a colouring of right.,  Reflection showed, that
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between the parent state and the colomies, there
was such diversity of mterest that, it snbyected to
the same leaslabive authority, one must be sacrific-
e¢d tothe other. For it s a serious truth, that where,
from permancent causes and geooraphical situation,
a hine of ditterence s drivwn between members of
the same community, no polihical contrivance ean
render a free form of government safe to the mi-
nority.  The majority, techng it o duty to keep
possession of power, will constder more the end
than the means.  Far trom being controlled by the
presence of a iuinmi[y, thev will act as absolutely
as if they were alone, and w ith more 'sc\'vri.l._\‘. Ior,
to the pride of power, opposition having the air of
insult, hoth pitv and justice will be consumed by
wrath. It was under the mmtuence ot these consi-
derations, that every oftfer of concthation was not
merely rejected but repelled. Standing alone, with
no prospect of toraign aid, the acknowledgment
of Independence was nsisted on as a prehmmary
to negociation.  These, fddlow-citizens, were the
counsels of moderate men, actng fl‘Ol'll-*:l sense of
dill}', not mstigated-by-revenge, buat believing that
their opponents (though mistaken) might be honest
as themselves.” This was the conduct-ot YWashing-
ton. His-heart was too pare to admit malice as a
guest; his mind too lofty for illiberal reflections. As
he fourht with the gallantry of a soldier, and felt
with the enthusiasm of a patriot, so he thought
with the dignity of a statesman. At the close of
1"
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the conflict, our eallant army, like their venerable
chief, buried therr enmity when lll(?}' sheathed their

swords.

Under his conduet they defended our liberty
acainst a foreign foe, aud, but for him, we micht
have been taught, hy woful experience, that those
who defend can also destroy the frecdom of thew
country. There are, m all armies, men of turbu-
lent temper and mmordinate ambition. Among the
officers who served under Washimeton, were some
who hated him; but they were vot numerous.
There were many of discerning minds, devotad to
fiberty, who had secu with concern that the articies
of counfederation were but a rope of sand; that
these states, l)cing kulat tugt-ihcr Olll}' ln_y external
pressure, peace would dissolve their umon, 'l‘lu:}'
siw, or tlumght th(*_\' saw, 1 that :snsl)ic:iuu.s jcn-
lousy which withheld authonty from the national
government, a source of no distant despotism,
‘T'hey saw, or thought thev saw, that we were
doonmed to pass through the medium of anarchy to
the condition of slaves.  Their hearts were wrung
with those torturing apprehensions, and they wept
overineir wounds. Nevertheless, withthe character-
istic energy o1 great minds, they grathered hope from
circutnstances big with despair. They thought,
by keeping the army together until provision should
be made for discharging its arrears, they could
create a necessity for new-modelling the general
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covernment, and mvesting at with sadier ot {mw(-f ;
they beaeved that, froar an army e by Wislung-
ton, nothing was to be apprehended 5 and they
Hattered themselves that hey from this constderas
tron, mirht be prevailed on to continue m the com-
mand.  They were mostakens they had not consi-
dered that sentuncats wineh would restramn hun
from abusing, would prevent hin from aceepting
unlawful power.  There were, moreover, circam-
stances which would have rendored success doubt-
ful, «ven it he bhad engaged e the enterprise.
T hat army was, chietly, cotnposed of thie yeomanry
of New-Eucland, desirous of returmner to the bo-
som of civil and socual hite. There haa been no
previous exacerbations ot party spant, to marshal
different members of the community against cach
other 1 hostle :u'ru_\'.m :\ll‘;l:cm er, that army had
not been enlisted to achieve cotipuest or t{t‘:tlil}* dann
bition.  They were patriot soldiers, engaced to de-
fend ther richts agamst toreigy aggression. They
were, in truth, the army ot Liberty, Nevertheless, it
was belicved, by men of sound mmd, thet even
t/iey migh be brought to act aguinst thewr country,

should it refuse to redress therr grit\‘uucdn.

Thus a great lesson was tanght to those who
were 1o situation 1o know what was passing.
They kaew that the country, fatigued, exhausted,
and worn out by war, sickened for repose: Tnat

the prospect of a new contest would shake the firm-



| B

st temper : ‘T at, to oppose this veteran army,
nuinerous levies must be rmsed and mamntaimed :
That the funds needful for that purpose wounld be
suficient to discharee what was due to our defen-
ders: That the authority which could raise taxes
for one purpose, might equally raise them for an-
other: But that, so lone as authonty was withheld
from the government, opp.osition to the ariny would
be impossible.  In the mean thue, the troops would
subsist by contributions; and there were not wanting
considerate men, in civil hife, who, knowimy the de-
fects of our confederation, would have seen, with no
evil eve, the eftorts to produce an effictent govern-
meut, not reflecting that laws imposed by power are
scldom marked by mildness.

- Heedless, indeed, must they have been who could
pass through such scenes without wholesome re-
flection.  We had been often told, that standing
armies are dangerous to republies; and now we
could read the same thing in the great book of the
world.  We had been taurht, by experience, that
no people, however brave, can prudently rely for
delence on milina alone.  These, setting aside
the insupportable expense, being unaccustomed
to a camp, perish by disease. Not being habituated
to actual service, thev are mcapable of that un-
shaken order, that prompt obedience, and those
steady eftorts, without which opposition to veteran
troops 1s almost mmpossible, Such considerations,
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~combined with our geographieat situation, render
the maxims of our policy clear and distinet. 1t
was evidently proper to Keep up, as guards and
carrisons for forts, arsenals, and posts on the fron-
tiers, the skeleton of an army, so large that experi-
enced officers miueght not be wanting i a case ot
cmergencey. But, above all; it was proper, as soon as
the national resources would perimit, to build, equp,
and keep i service a reputable naval toree. To
this efleet, it was necessary to imdulge the national
dispositton for trade, and encounrage the tishernes,
The same navy which protected our country would
protect her commercee 3 atid commerce, sc protected,
would support the navy. Tlis was, and this s the:
scheme of Washmgoton'spohiey—IlHow simple—how
safe—how easy -how cihcient! This nolicy con-
lcmplalvd tne pres crvation of peace, as long asat
could be done without sacriicine national honour.
Not the fantastic honour of a caplious duelhist, nor
the nice punctilios of rewul pride; but that broad
principle of right on which the digmity and nde-
pendence of nations repose. . These United States,
possessing all that reasonable creatures can ask; a
domain fertile, extensive, too extensive perhaps; a
chimate favourable to eVery useful productim\; a
ational religion, just laws, free government—iwhat
have we to gain by war? and what have we nol
to lose 7 Oh folly! Ol mnadness! to stake a fortune:
against a feather, in a game whose every turn 1s
stained with humar - blood!
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But we are engaged in war ; it becomes us, there-
fore, as free men, to inquire into its cause aud ob-
jeet ;s moreover, it i1s our daty, as accountable bemngs,
to exanune the ground of quarrel, and oive amd or
opposition, according to ouir moral sense.  Let no
man persuade himself that the guilt of unjust war
will be mmputed, only, to the government under
which he lives. INo; were that government abso-
lute as the grand Sigmor, stull there 1s a power su-
preme, to whom our paramount obedience is due.
Let no man hug the kope of success, however flat-
tering the appearance, where the cause is unholy.
Mowmentary Hashes of victory mav dazzle the world's
eve; baltle may be gamed after battle, and province
after province be subdued : but the hour of retri-
bution will come; the trumpet of vengeance will
sound—the cups of conquest shall be dasked from
the vaw-olorious lip; and armies, swept away,
shall vamsh hke a morning dew.  Look into the
volume of sacred science. Do yvou not believe?
F.xamine the wnnats of human Instory. Do vou still
doubt?  Open vour eves. Beliold what is now
passing in the world.

Aund, even if the rest of the world shouldrsunpose
that the eve of Ommniscicnce could be elosed in slccp,*
we, at least, should remcmber that we owed our
deliverance to an Almighty arm.  This day should
admonish us that we, more than all others, should
“endeavour, by a conduct scrupulously just, to secure
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the Ihvine asvstance. It s not needful, on the pre-
sent urcasion, to look back at past transactions.
These mav subserve the purposes of satire or pane-
yvrie s they may serve also as a eiue to future labyv-
rinths of political imtrigue ; but we have nothing
now to do with satire, pancgyne, orintricue; thereis
Nnow no ground for hnphlslr}', no room for evasion.
We are at war, avow cdly, to protect British scamen
acainst their own country. Is such war just? Is it
wise!” Thereare, who pretend that the cause avowed
Isnot thereal cause 5 there are who, styline themscelves
friends of the adonmistration, elaim for them, as in-
cident to their calling of pohiticians, the privilege to
deceive, to withhold the trath, and communicate
such matter, (true or false,) as will make an inpres-
ston favourable to their desiens. These advocales,
having read perhaps in satiereal writings, that great
statesmen  are great knaves, scem to think  that
oreal Knaves must be oreat statesmen; and deco-
rate their idols by the attribution of pertidy and
falschood, as with precious gems.  They ought to
cousider that, taken at their words, they preclude
their favourites from clamng trust, faith, or confi-
dence, at home or abroad.  Farbet from us to dis-
crace ourselves by such imputations on our rulers.
l.et us, standing on the ground of reason, "history,
and experience, sist that falsehood 1s the resource
of feeble minds : of that mean caumng which, en-
tangled in the meshes of its own duplicity, creeps
out by alie. Wisdom foresees, and, foresceng.
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pl‘O\lllt*\ ;l:'tlinul cvoents, A noble candour Mtk S
s conduct. Caatious not to hazard an assertion
--.(‘ru|mlnu~4 not to violate an eheravement ;) trae to
iselt, honourable to s encunes, nupartially just to
atlot inds, under the prossurc ol mnstortune, anever-
I‘:ulm;: rOesOUree 1 pnhlu‘ conhidence.  FFar be at,
then, from us to SUIppose that our rovernment has
any object but that which they profess: and et us

examing that uh‘it'(‘l.

Untl latelv, b never entered mto the heads ot
well-intormed men, to question the vieht of a nation
to the nulidary service of s own ciizens. The
practice on this subjeet has heen eonstant and in-
variable. It would seemy, theretore, that, even it
the reason were doubtful, such universal consent
would prevent thie most powertul prince trom op-
postne a current of opron which has flowed stea
dily, in the same channel, from the carhest age,
Much more nught modesty prevent an mtenor
power {rom rasiy the standard of a new doctrine ;
nnd, above ally from requirig the asseat of others
on no better ground than its own will,  There s
such course something so oftensive, that, even were
the principle reasonable and just, it could not fil to
shock the sense of national diguty, and make dis-

agrecable impressions on o dispassionate observer.

'T'he ereat mass of mankind, precluded by ther
special vocutons from making matters of tins sort

Lo
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their study, must rely, i lecal questions, on the
authority of others; and 1timeht suthee to refer to
all reputable writers ou public and mumcipal law,
as well as to the solemn decisions of our own tni-
bunals; challenginge those who entertam a different
opimon to support 1t by a single anthonty.  But,
as the occaswon in of deep concern, we wall, mstead
of hiding ourselves behind the rampart of authornty,
venture out into the hield of reason. A distinction
has, 1t 18 satd, been lately miade, respecting this ob-
ject, between rights under public and under munici-
pal law ; and, on that ground, it is pretended that the
right of a nation to its own citizens, does not depend
on, nor form part of, the law of nations.  Bul surely
the law ot nations requires that each respeet the
rights of others, whatever they may be, or however
derived.  "T'o violate those rights, therefore, 18 con-
trarv to that law. Moreover, what 1dea can we
torm of the law of nations, if that be no part of it
which is the law of every nation?  Questions re-
specting property, are, and must be, decided by mu-
nicipal law.  Does 1t follow that, according to the
law of nations, one may take property belonging
{o the other? Or can it be lawful totake men, and

’ Moreover, on the broad

unlawful to take goods:
question of Justice, what matters it whether the

wrong-doer violate public or mumcipal law ?

~ Shall T trespass on your patience, fellow-citizens,
to prove the duty of defending our country? God
.
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tortnd. T will not wmsult vour understanding, nor
wound vour teehings. What! prove to Awmericans
—-who glorv in the name of Washington—and that,
too, on the tourth of Julv, thatit s thewr duty to de-
fend thewr countrvt A well attempt to prove  that
thev see the sun. or breathe the air, or feel the pulsa-
tion of their own honest hearts. That great Bemng
who tashioned s ereatures from the elay, formed
mul ﬁlh'll tllt‘ll\ fur "iﬂ('il"t}'. 'l‘u nu, snt‘lt‘t_\‘ i*i
not only advantageous, but indispensable : tfor vears
must pass away betore chiddren ean exast without
the care ot thewr tellow-creatures. Citizens, there-
fore, contract in earhiest vouth mdissoluble obliga-
tions.  Bat it would have been an msutheient re-
source to have left the care of children and de-
fence of states to the reason ot pareats and soldiers.
The Alnuehty has tilled the bosom of parents with
love tor thaere children: and every parent has, o
his own sentiments o standard by which to mea-
siire the duty of other pareats. The saine Al-
nehity wisdom has impressed on every human heart
the love of ity native countey, e who shivers on
the shores of the frozen sea, or pants beneath the
burning sun of Africa: those who groan under the
voke ot despotism, as well as thuse who bask
the ravs of freedom, all love thair country.  In the
dictates of that love thev find the duties ot other
“men s if men there be who have no such affection.
To such men—to men who, driven from their native
soil by vices or crimes, would stitle the dictates of
nature in the embrace of a selfish philosophy, 1t may
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be well to extulnt the consequence of thair tenets.
It the supposed richt of expatnation existy, it must
exist at one tme and place as well acat another.
It 1t belong to one, it must beloug to many. It we
have a neht to abandon our native country and be-
come subjects of another, we naist have the rgrht to
abandon her without assuming a new alleciancee:
But 1f all this be so, any number of  ciizens, i the
northern and western parts of our states, may law.
fullv cast off thair allecianee, and etther join Great
Britaan, or declare thanselves neutral. In hike
manner, any gange of sadors mav lawfully change
thiir copdition, declare themselves idependent, and
exercise hostihity aguinst the rest of maskind,  Ae-
cording v this principle, there can be no piracy —
no lrv:\snn". True 1t s, that communities iy b
wp:lmléd. and the political unmion between difterent
parts of a nation be dissolved.  Tmpertous circmin-
stances mav render this not only lawful, but lau-
dable s not only justitiable, but dispensable.  Of
this truth, the dav we celebrmte 1s a splendid ex-
ample. But to assert that individuals have the
saime right, and mav exercise 1t on no better
cround than their own caprice, is preagnant with
such absurdity, that [ feel ashamed to have dwelt so
long on the subject before intelligent men.

But, it will be said, this war is not waged to
compel a relinquishment of British rights to British
sailors, but to prevent that abuse of it by which
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thev ympress Americans; and here we meet watly
a list of more than siv thousand -1 cannot say
names, tor appears Lhrat to swell that t"\ugu'vr.zlml
list, the same names are repeated ;1 ocannot say
native Awmernicans, tor it not prvtvuv.lml__t’hnl lhv}‘
are natinves o neither can I say nalurahized Brtsh
scamen—ior there s ne exvulence of naturnlization
but I can sav that, if natne Amernicans be meant,
it s probable, trom mvestigations made by the
<late of ..\l:.\ss;whuwlls. that l]w} do not amo.nt to
one hundredth part of that number.  Admtting,
]um ever, the cmnplnim to [H" l‘umldvd in ity utimost
extent, let us pduw and exanune the claun, on the
part of America, winch has been advanced, with
so much contidence and so much clamour. 1 ven-
ture to <ay it rests on a principle destructive o
lllu-rt_\. This assertion nmay surprisc. Bear with
we, then, a tew nunutes, and lend your patient
attention.  The Cry ratsed agniual Britain has been
Svery loud. That government, it s sind, should pre-
vent the abuse. But how ! a ready answer 1s -
vetr—Dby punishing othcers who do the wrong., But
how ? The Brotish are a free people; their rulers
cannot 1mprison nor anwrce them without tral:
ncilh_?r will British spint submt to-the cashiering
cof officers unheard.  Let us make the case our
owWn: Suppose  some foreign govermment should.
charge an American with ha g wmjured its sub-
tects; what course shall be taken by’ the President
of the Umted States ? shall he punish the person



charged, without evidence, without trial, without
riving him a chance to defend himselt? Ave Ame-
rican citizens to be thus condemned unheard 2 Is
tis the new law of nations which is to prevaal over
the old ? 1 hope not. The old course, on such oe-
casmons, is to refer the complamt to a corrt of law,
asauring' the complamant that his cause shiadl be im-
partially cxamined by the proper tribunals, and
justice done according to their decision. Can we,
rightfully, a.k more from another nation than we,
i oour turn, will pertorm? In what law shall we
ind this prevogative . Certanly not anthe Taw of
justice.  Is it then i the law of force? Where are

our fleets ? and where cur armmes ? and where the

treasure to support Heets and armites ? We stand

committed, and have gone to war against a prinei-
ple held sacred by all, and agamnst a practice
which, 1if restramed otherwise than by applving to
civil tribunals, 1s to be so rostramed by the stililllﬁ-
tions ot treatv.  But such stipulations must be re-
ciprocal.  ‘T'hose, therefore, which we are willing
to submit to, we muay equitably propose; and to
those which we eract, we must submit.  In treating
with England, there s httle to apprehend 5 because
British ministers dare not accede to a treaty which
would infringe the rights of Englishmen; and even
[ they had that tementy, the law of England
would not bend its stubborn neck to the yole of
such a treatv. But different ndeed may be the

case when, on this or any similar subject, an.” #



“ o ¥

wiip e

Amencan Prcadent. tess honest and more amin-
ions than he who now directs our atturs, <hall
treat wath an absolute prince, then it AN bre:
acreed, as a proof of triendly respect tor a futhitul
riend, an honourable ally, that when charges are
recularly made amunst the subpoets o aitizens of
one country, by the government ot the other, tnial
:-h:.dl lK' l‘l\llhldl‘t‘t“d AN RNRNCCesNan, mul cvecubion
isstie. HL at that time, o0 citizen shall e tound, ot
serling worth, strong e virtue, and bigh e the
("Ullﬁl‘(‘lll‘l‘ l\f ll!\ (“ﬂilll\r_\. W llu d:\rvx l‘illlumt‘ :lp-
proaching despotism, he may quickly be disposed
of under Ilu‘sv !‘t*t‘lprm‘;ll :ullplll:lliulls. Are }i'll.
foilow-citizens, prepared tor such treaties 7 Are yvou
withing to sorrender vour hiberty, and the hberty of
vour children, it the hands of a President or an

Empt ror .

brate tlus anniversarny | let the name of \\-1lhllil\g-

[t you are, assemble no more to cele-

ton dwell no longer on vour hips: et his remem-
brance be obhterated trom yvour hearts. But vou are
not so base. Y ou will not tear to preces the charter
of vour rlgllt.s. And for whom are yvou called on to
make the sacnince @ and what is the boon to be ob-
tarned ' EN ery thing; 15 at hazard to protect men
who abandon their country n the hour of her dis-
tress. . Fellow-citizens! Do vou feel the sacred
love of country 2 1 know that vou do. Are vou
c:ﬁ'hahle of abandoning vour country 1n the dav of
Y

danger? Oh no! If vou were, vou would not as-
sume the pame of Washungton. That name would
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crimson vour cheeks with the blush off wuilt. Can
yvou then approve of, can vou otherwise than detest,
the men who abandon thar country? Surely it s
not |Hl--1h|v to be at once virtuous and the triend
of vice.  Surely thev have not a pmpvr‘wnw of
duty to their country, who would seduce others from
the pertormance ot that duty, or proteet them in
the violation of s dictates. Do Vot behieve 1a the

")

wstice of hun who recenves stolen couds ! o vou

believe in the chastity ot o hawd .

But it is saad that our government has taken new
cround ; that we are to fight here and to newoctate
clsewhere for the hiberty of the seas. In other
words, to establish, as a principle, that neatral shps
shall not be searched.  The rieht to search such
ships 1s a necessary meident to the right of capture
in war: and, as such, has beenexerased by the
United States tfrom the day ot the declaration we
now celebrate. Qur tribunals, like those of other
countries, have invanably condemned the property
ot enemies taken 1 the ~dnp~. of a fnend, and libe-
fmtcd the property of friends taken 1 the ships of an
enciuv.  Can we then ask Great Britain to surren-
der a richt generallv acknowledged, and which we
ourselves have constantly exercised ? Admitting 1t
would be convenient to us that she should relinquish
it in our favour, (we reciprocally giving it up to
her,) surcly we canfiot insist on the surrender of her
right for - our conventence. Ve may, properly
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make it the subject of triendly convention, and en-
deavour Lo procuard the ultjg*t‘l of our wish 'l\ the
offer of compaasation: but sarelv at s unjust to
make war on a nation because llll‘ NV ereirn \\‘i”
ot surrcnder bus richits, 1o tollows, therctore, that
whether the objeet of our government be to protect
Uriish scamen ot lmln‘vwnwnt. or Amernican
merchantimen :l:;ilt.hl s«*urvh. it s t‘tlll:l“}' dll llll_lllhl

Wl

And 1t s not less unwise than unjust: torat the
contemplated regulations were estabhished, 1t would
" be ouranterest to have them revoked.  Separated,
A8 WU are, h_\' a vast ocean from e CTYV power which
¢an injnrv us. our defence must be on that ocean.
Our complete, our chicap, and safe detence, 1s a na-
v, A {ter a war of fnrl_f Veurs, we should have 10~
thino to tear from a victorions teet. Durine the
course of it. our cxpense would not be halt so oreal
as the mantenance of mihitary force to defend us
against an mvadig :mnj.‘: not to mention that the
invader mght, by faving contributions, obhge us to
lh*::l‘ llis rxpcnse as well as O OW. Bul what 1S
expense, compared to the waste of lives, by opposing
militia to mercenary troops! And what is life, com-
pared to hiberty ;5 which must be endangered, 1t not
lost, when a victorious geperal, at the head of a dis~
ciphined armv, devoted to ns person and ﬂusheil with
human staughter, shall turn their swords on the bo-
som of Ins country [t then, as we simcerely be-

-
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lreve, a naval topee be eur best and only sate defencee,
how l‘l'l‘PI} does 1t concern us to LAY e llml, (-
iy peace, none but native Awericans shall nave-
gute our merchant nlnp:-e:. so thid, mowar, we may
rely on the bravery and fdelity of nalive scamen s
and also Lo pravide that it there e among them any
s¢ lost to honour and virtue as to desert thaire conne
iry, llu-}‘ may find no protection, against her arm,
undor o foraien tlag? Nadher s b our defence
alone thatis to be made atsenn A sea, and there one-
v, canwe carry on operations of offehsive war, with
any prospect of suceess, agiunst the greater niber of
those wath whom we may have to contend. T we
turn our tace to the Atlantie OCean, we e on
out right the treasures of the world, “These maust
pil;a betore us, on their way to farope, and reward
our martume skill and culerprise, when at war with
nations to whom they beiong, The whole will be
O\T IpI‘L‘_\', l]nlt*s:-i lllt: ll‘:lllhlmrl:lllun e iu ﬂl*ulﬁ lllltlt.‘*r
strong convoy ; and a considerable nart, however
convoved, must tall to our share.  The wF;m:cus-
sitv of providinge such conn oy s, 1 ibselt, an ncon-
venience which will Le seromdy et So that «
war with the United States, when possessed of a re-
spectable navy, would not be sourht by :liny k-
ropcan power. Aud when, from the combination
of those chances which no human eve can toresee,
such war shall take place, the greatest power will
soon dccede to reasonable terms of conciliation.
But letat be once established, that a few breadths of
. D
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bunting, tied to the mast of a merchant ship, shadl
COoveyr I]l(‘ llrl’illt‘l'l}' ;I;_:“;lllhl v:zpmrv. :lll(l. fl‘tllll |ll:lt
moment our best means ot offoncee are anmdudated.
Thus, then, 1tos evident that the rieht of @ aahion
to take hierown seamen from noutead merchant .\hil)h
and the neht ot searching those ships to deteet eons-

traband of war and make prize of cncmn's propenty,

-1

are  amouny our most imporiant rivhits, the loss of

7

\\ hi(‘h We h‘lﬂl\]ll BeVer caseto \:nlu'lll. :\llll }l‘l. W\ ¢
now wace warto destroy those vory rmights, W
wiste our treasure to disarm oure conntrey, and shed
our best blood o protect the worst ot our cnemy s

subjeets. Can this be wise

I will not. tellow -citizens, trace the s we sutfer
up to lllt'il‘ SORITLUY, ’Tll;tl is nl!_it‘l‘l of |t':_:‘i~3|:llln‘
wisdom,” H attempted hevos we might be charged
waith hostihity tothe umon. Fer, strange as it must
sceim, 1L isnovertheless trae, that those whoameuloate
principlos meonsistent wath all social vnion, chiarge
the opponents of thewr disorganizing principles with
an intcntion to separate the Eastern trom the South-
ern States. That the course pursued, tor same
tine past, will, 1f persisted g oceasion that separa-
tou, there can be hittle doubts but hie who spent thie
Hower of vouth and the strength of nunbeod wm la-
bouring to promote and connrm the A mericannnion,
can uever, butin the last necessiy, reconnueiid ats
dissolution.  Federabists are too proud of the nam

they bear, to view, uninoved, \he danger to wineh
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our federal compact is exposed. The followers ot
Washington cannot wish to pluck o star from the
constellation of s glorv, This day, wiich calls to
fond remembnance our brotherhood i the war for
freedom, our tellowslup i ats sufierings, and that
anton of heart wlieh preceded, and produced our
nolitical umon, this s not the day to tear asunder the
Lands of aftection, and strangle the charities of our
politieal existence. But althvugh we deprecatethe
nnpending separation, vel we concenve that, under
cavisting ercumstances, prudest meen should prepare
tor events, and tortify ther hearts for such struggles
as the cause of justice and thar connlery miay require.
Under the pressure of these circumstances, 1 attest
the revered name of Waslington; b attest the cause
which has marked thisday of gloey, wlale T remind

vou, that Liberty as the greatest carthly good, and to

"
..
defend it the tirst humean datv. T eall on vou, there-
fore, by all vou hoeld most dear, never to desert, un-
der any pretence, orforany consideration, the sacred
cause of freedom.  Be just to others—he just to

vourselves..

FININ.



