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FELLOW CITIZENS.

AT a time, when Liber ty is fwept from
~ the face of the Furopean world ; and her name
almoft extinguifhed in the conflict of nations,
and in the horrors and devaftations of war ; how

. ought we to rejoice on this anniverfary of our

'national Indépendence, and adore the goodnefs

of that divine Providence, who has hitherto

* preferved us from fuch affli®ting calamities !

On the return of this pleafing anniverfary the
voice of Liberty once more refoundsin our ears,

proclaiming to us and to the world, our blef- §

fings and our happmefs

This harmonious sound returns not to the

fable African, gr vaning under the lath of anim- |
perias Mafter ;—it returns not to the dark and |
benighted favage ;——it returns not to the une|

fortunate and diftrefled European proitrated un-
~ i der the iron hand of defpotifm!—But it req

turns to us, my Countrymen, to cheer an
cbrnfort us in vb's ¢ hour of perilous manna§
nimity .’ ' g

|
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~ Liberty after vifiting many nations of the
Globe, {ecking, in vain, for an afylum, at length
fet her foot un this happy clime, and emanci-
pated ¢¢ millions of fouls” from thraldom and
bondage! Here fhe has erected her ftandard-—
here fhe difpenfes her bleflings,—fhe has bleffed
us with a governmment,” which fheds its benign
influence throughout the whole community ;
which s framed, not for the agerandizement of
a few individuals, but for..he general wel€are,
and prote@tion of «the whoic body of the peo-
ple. Here no tyrannical laws check the re-
fearches of the Philofopher—no religious teit
forbids the free enquirer invettigating the myfte-
ries of natural and revealed religion, but hoth
are at libersy to open therecefles of nature, and
expldin the works of pature’s GOD!

~ The caufes of the revelution, which raifed .he
indignant f{pirit of freemen, and gave buti to
the day we now celebrate, are fo faithfully re-
“cordzd in the annals of hiftory. and fo firmly im-
- prefled on the breaft of every true American,
-that their events need not be particularly detail-
- ed. Suffice it to fay, that the tyrannical aéts of the
~ Britifh Parliament, had reduced us to a ftate too
- bumiliating for men to bear, who felt the facred
fire of liberty and true patriotifm burning in
. their breafts! Buc.indignantly fpurning from
them the proffered yoke, fought for liberfy and
independence. After a long and obftinate ftrug-
i gle, in which, raw and inexperienced militia,
 detlitute of arms, provifiunsand cloathes, were ®
roppoled to dilciplined and well organized troops ;
‘—want and poverty to wealth and plenty.
| They finaily crected the altar of liberty on the




ruins of tyranny and oppreflion! They poffefl-
ed the hearts of freemen whom ¢ no danger
can appal, no force refift.>> It is with the fin.
cereft pleafure and the greateft heartfelt fatif- |
faltion, that I fee before me many of thofe ven. |
erable patriots and heroes, whiofe days have not
yet been fhortened by the hand of* time, who
were aftorsin that grand drama ; and to whom,
. any defcription I could give, would bebut afee- |

ble reprefentation of the mals, and deprivations
of that day :

At the accomplifhment of the revolution,.
thofe patriots and ftatefmen who had condued
our Nation. with’ fuch -ability, through a long .
and arduous war, framed a government which |
claims the admiration of the world. Which, by
the nice conftruétion of its parts, and the exact -
balance of powers, fecures to us national inde. |
pendence and individual hberty This istruly -
a government founded on "the ¢¢ focial com.
paét 2 which all good men™ and'lovers of free-
dom had anxioufly looked for; but which was
believed to exift, only in the fanciful fpeculations

“of the theorift. The honor, the praise wasre~
ferved to us, for fhewing the practicability of |
it, and of demonftrating to the world that the |
people are capable of governing themfelves.
In no manner can the advantages of our gov.

ernment, be {o fully dilplayed, as by contratting
it with Other governments.

Look to the governments of Europe, and
where fhall we find one that poffefles fuch su.
perior advantages as ours.

In the _government of Poland ‘we behold a_
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~ remnant of the feudal {fyftem, united with a kind
of Democracy. In this heterogeneous mafs,

whicli confifted of three departments, there was
not that balance of power, which is requl{;te fer
cthe prefervatton of every free conftitution. The
King did not poflefs fufficient power to quel

“the hpughty and turbulent {pirit of the Nobles,

who decided all their difputes by arms, in defi-

ance/of their laws and conftitution. But the

prmlege, which any member of the reprefenta~
tive| departmeﬂt pofleffed, of putting his **libe-
rum veto’upon all ftate proceedings, effectyal-
ly deftroyed their liberties and gave a deith bh)w

“to their conflitution.  This pnvdege the brave

but unfortunate Poles conﬁéereu as the paﬂadi-
um of their liberties . Strauge infatuated nation'!

. Little did they think that by the exercife of thgl

very privilege, they were heaping miferies upon
themf'-‘lves, which oceans of blood could naﬁ
wa(h away |

~ Three neighhourmg ftates, takmg aévantage

~ of the fcifins and divifions of  the unfortunate

Poles, planned, and executed that nefarious pro-

- jeét, .the partition of their Kingdom! The

accomph(hment of that diabolical fcheme, which,

at the time, was viewed with fo much apathy by
the European Nations, may be confidered.one
of the firt caufes which led to the deftrution of
that balance of power which had been preferv-
ed with fo much jealoufy in Europe, But thofe
Nations have fince paid, feverely paid for their
injuftice, their rabbery, and their plunder, by

drinking deep of the cup of huxmhauon and de-
gradation. |
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That Nation, which now rules continental
Furope with imperial fway, has witnefled vari.
- ous viciffitudes of fortune. Acdtuated by too
ardent a zeal, and a miftaken notion of true and
genuine freedom, we behold them with all the
ardour of enthufiafts, dethrone their King, {fub-
vert all rank, both civil, and ecclefiaftical and
“endeavour to eftablifh their own freedom on
the broad bafis of Liberty and Equahty But
the people poﬂ'eﬂ'ed neither fufficient virtve nor
patriotifin to continue long in this fituation.
They wanted that knowledge, that information
which 1s effentially requifite for every free peo-
ple. From this ftate of anarehy and confufion
originated feveral governments which were foon-
abrogated, and w hnch has finally ended in a com-

plete defpotifm !

" At the commencement of thxs revolution al-
n;oﬁ every American wifhed them fuccefs.
~ They ardently longed, to fee the Sun of Lib-
erty, which had dawned with fuch heavenly
brilliancy upon this country, diffufing ¢¢its pro-
 lific radiance® over the face of the globe, eman-

“cipating nations, and eftablifhing the rights of .
man! But fince the order of things have been
changed, we cannot view with the fame feel-
ings, that government, the principles of which
are fo diametrically cppofed to our own.

Let us_ take a fhort review, of that choice
colletion of European wifdom. ¢¢ that ftu-
pendous fabrick of human invention’® the Brite
ifh government ; and fee whether it fecures to
the governed equal advantages with our own
government. Although its citizens poffefs pri-




vileges, far fuperior to any other Lur spean gav-
ernment, yet they fall much fhort of thofe which
we epjoy. There is fcmethmg in monarchical
governments, which is incompatible with true
and genuine liberty. Where the {overeigrity of a
Nation refides i in one man the people eannot be
-abfolutely free. Notwithftanding the nomimal
-power of the Kings of England is at prefent
confiderably limited and reftr ained, yet their

real power falls little fhort of what it was under

~ their moft abfolute foverclgns. For what. they
have loﬂ in prerogative is amply {upplied by in-
“fluence. This influence pervades the whole fyl-
tem of the body politic, It fpreads and infufes

~itfelfibto almoft every - branch of the govern-

ment, carrying withit the feeds of monarchy
‘and oppreflion. - Look at what is called their
~¢“freedom of eledtion.”” and the truth of this

" affertion will be amply' verified. Here we:be.

x_ffhcsld reorefentatives elefted nov by the free and

- unbiafed choice of the people, but by the influ-

- ence and intrigue of Court parafites and perjur-

. edBorough-mongers. * Bribery and corruption,

‘with-every clafs of venaliry, are praétifed wuh
* the moft fhamelefs effrontery. Vice and immo.’

= ..rahty are publicly fanétioned, and a Vltdl {tab

glven to.the ltberues of' the ‘people.

-Let us, my countrymen, comemplate for a
- faw. moments, the unhappy fituatien of Ireland.

- Onpce, afree and mdepcndcnc nation : happy

)

_;under the enxjoyment of its own laws, partici.
. pating the, bleflings of liberty under all the be-
- »mgmty of primeval fimplieity.

‘Now under the cloak of union and a partici.

g
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pation of the privileges of the Britith conflitu-
tion, they are reduced to the loweft ftate of de-
gradation. Their country ravaged, their hab-
itations wrapt in flames, and the peaceable and
unfufpeéting inhabitant ¢ e{capmg from thecon-
- flagration of his own dwelling”’ only to receive
a more cruel death from a mercxlefs and unre?
lenting foldiery | Upwards of four millions of
Catholic iubje&s, to whom, either througli big-
otry or fuperftition, a par ucnpauon of “the few
privileges which their brethren enjoy, have not

 yet been extended, andto whom' thelaws fearce-

ly afford any prote&mn, are now reduced al.
moft  to a ftaie of vaffalage. Without- any
{pring of a&ion ; without any motive for en-
terprife ; and - wuhout any mducement to.in-
duftry, they live in' the moft abje&” poverty,
| ;gammg a miferable fubfiltance, either fr om “the
'fcanty produtions cf rheir untilled foil, .or by
" robbety and plunder! Neither hath‘the sacred

tem*ﬂr of juftice been exempted “from us Vic-
tims. les alcars have been flained . with the
- blood of Patriots, whofufferedin eadeavouring
ta. emancipaté “their" coumry hom the mams

ici; Br m(h ﬂavery

| VVuh what- feehngs of cnmplacency da
we not turn our eyés from thele fceves of bor -
ror, to behold our own-hapoy fitwation* 1o pot
~ our hearts rife in grateful acknuwlcdummms’
~to that Deity whote goodnefs-and bt:m:volcncc*
has plaged us ina land of leertyP who fower
dowun-his bleflings upou us in the rich pmmﬁm
ot heavenly munificence ! under whofc follerin:
care our land has Howed with *“ milk and hor
ey ” whxch made gtad the b arts of its citizent,

e e ol SUNEN—
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AMERICANS.. ﬂ
You poflefs a country vaftin extent, fertile
in {oil ; and ﬂ,itful in refources. Embracing
all the happy variety of clime, without any of
its excefles. The more northern and middle
States, in the temperature of the climate, in the
falubrity of the air, and in the face of the Coun-
try far furpafs the northern countries of Europe.
Wahile the more fouthern and weftern States, in
~.the almoft fpontaneous prodv&ions of its earth,
and in the luxuriapce of its foil yicld not to the
fertile plains of Languedoc, or happy foil of
Italy. 4

Embracing an extenfive range of fea-coalt ;
_indented with numerous bays and harbours ; in- §
terfected with many navigable fireams, whofe |
‘waves are whitened with the fails of Commerce }
~wafting the produce of the . Huibandman toa j

reaay market.

‘Through the enterprifing fpirit of the Ameri- |
~cans, the wildernefs, once the receptacle of
beafts, and the haunts of.Savages, has been |
converted into fruitful fields, and {plendid véflas. |
Enjoying all thefe advantages, and poffefling ¢
fuch ample refources, our Country has rifen in §
wealth and power with a rapidity, hitherto un- §
exampled in the annals of the world. Scarcely §
thirty years have elapfed fince we becaine an in- §
dependent Nation, and we behold the arts and §
fciences, agriculture and manufactures fourifh. §
ing ; and our commerce nearly equal that of |
the firlt commercial nation on the Globe.

But how far it is our intereft to purfue com* |
merce in preference to agriculture, has been |
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 made a queftion of policy. Commerce as far
| as it is fubfervient to agricviture is certainly ad-
vantageous ; but when carried beyond this, un-
der a Government, and in a Country like ours,
its policy may be truly quefhoned

“In repubhcan Governments, which are foun-
~ ded on virtue, thofe avocations ought prmmpal-
~ ly to be purfued, which tend to increafe this fun-
damental principle. Perhaps there is no occu.
- pation which tends to encourage morality and
virtue fo much as the agricultural.  The culti-
‘Vators of the foil, being in general fcattered over
a large extent of country, furrounded by thexr_'
families, cultivate thofe focial and domeftic vir-
tues which endear man to man, and make hte
ablefling. |

But in all commercial nations and places, thc
- people, by being colleéted together in large bod-
ies, become vicious and immoral : luxury and
effeminacy with all their concomitant evils are
introduced : The people become enervated, and
lofe that zeal, that patriotifm, that love of their
country, which is necefliry for every free gov-
ernment. Artful and d.figning men taking
advantage of this wiil lull them into a fatal fecu-
rity, and eftablith their own power on the def-
truction of the people’s. \

Tt likewife becomes us, as an independent na-
tion, to pay particular attention to our manu-
factures.  Poflefling all the materials in great,
abundance, we only want the inclination to car-
ry them to the greateft perfection. Andis it
not degrading ? Is it not beneath our dignity,

a5 an mdependent natxon. to t.ranfport our raw

e L e e metm
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materials to foreign climes, to be there manu-
fadtured and then re-exported tousat a great
~difadvantage ? Are we, who boaft of our liber-
ty and independenc.e, thus to be dependant up.
on foreign nations for the moft common and
neceflary articles of life ; even thofe which with
very little exertion we mlght manufaéture our-
felves ? Our citizens appear to be fully fenfible
of the impolicy of this, as is fully.evinced, by
the flourifhing ftate of many of vur infant man-
ufadtures.. o

Many 1nd1v1duals and focxeues have embar k-
ed their fortunes in this laudable undertakmg,f
and have engaged in it with a zeal and patriot.
ifm which defecves the thanks of their country. .

Permit me earneﬁly to recommend to you,
a proper attention to the education of youth.
A right attention to this has ever been efteem-
ed, by the greateft ftatefmen and wifeft Philofo.
phers, as the fundamental principle of republics.
In our common {chools our youth are taught the
firft rudiments of knowledge, a proper decorum
of behaviour, with a due refpe& ta their fupe-
riours, which fits them for exercifing withability
- the important rights of citizens and freemen.
‘Here are fown the firlt feeds of liberty, virtue
and morality, which germinate and perfume our
land with their fragrance, |

Here they acquive *¢ that learning which is
neceflary to a knowledge of our Conftitation.”
In this refpect, Fellow szens, we {land unri-
valled. There is no nation on the face of the
Globe where the youth are mmore generally ed
ucated, or where the mals of the people -
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better informed. And on the virtue, the mo<
| rality, and the knowledge of the people are we
to depend, for the ftability and duration of our
government. While thefe remain pure and
unfullied, we may bid defiance to the thunders
‘and denunciations of the tyrant, or to the arts
and i mtrlgues of the Demagocue. '

Ferrow CirTizeEns. =
- Soon after the adoption of our. admirable
confhtuuon. fome of our beft men and wifeft
| ftacefmen differed as to the manner of admini-
| ftering it. ' Thefe-feparated iato parties, wha
~have carried their divifions’ fo far as to endanger
our  happinefs. Mmagh party fpirit is, im
fome degree, favourable to free governments ;
yet, when conduéted with that heat and ani.
mofity, which is witnefled at the prefent day, it
feems to forbode a diffolution of our govern-
ment. = This is obfervable in the ftate, as well
as in the general government. |

~In this ftate, we witneffed for many years the
aﬂ:endency of that party whofe principles, we
conteive, militate with the conftitution. Per-
mit me to congratulate you on the return of
found principles, and the triumph of our politi.
cal fentiments over thofe of the oppofition.
Although the bodies which furround our Chief
‘Magiftrate are, at prefeat, polluted with the
waters of Federalifm, yet [ truft the return of
the annual election will wafh thefe ftains from
the fuce of yaur poliiical horizon.

The events of the laft ele®ion may teach Re-
- publicans an ufeful leffon. It may teach them
..t art_and intrigue may do, when or
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pofed to hone&y and fincerity. Jcimay teach
them in time of trial, to be ever on the alert, to -
rally round their political ftandard, and exercife
the independent rights of Freemen. For no
truft, no dependence, isto be placed upon:the

‘attions of Men, who have grown defperate
through dxiappnmtment , |

Let us take a comparative view  of the merits
of the two .parties in our general government,
as exemplifyed in the former, and prefent ad-

 miniftrations. The former adminiftration, in the

~ plenitude of their power, advanced principles
and enated laws, which were odiousto the peo-
ple, and ruinous to the country. An ufelefs .
provifional army was raifed, when the exigen-
cies of the nation did not require it : The pas’
tional debt was unneceflarily augmented : Our
lands and habitations were taxed : Excife and
 fedition laws were paffed, than which, among
afree people, nothing can be more odious. -

But fince the prefent Adminiftration have
come into office, we have feen almoft a total
‘renovation of our: political {yftem. .All thofe
oppreflive and injurious meafures of the former
adminiftration have been abolifhed, large appro-
priations have been made to the extinguifhment
of the national debt, which, if the.prefent fyftem
is continued, will be accomplifhed in the courfe of
afew years. A fyftem of ceconomy was adopt-
ed, by which our treafury has been filled, and
many ufelefs and fuperfluous officers cut fhort of

their finecures ¢ in the full tide ot » anxious €x-
peftation.
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* Under the fkilful guidance and dire&ion. of
om prefent Chief Magnﬁrate, the wheels of
government have ‘moved with celerity ; our

‘commerce has rapxdly increafed ; manufa&ures
“have flourifhed ; and the labours of the Hufband

‘man been abundantly crowned with fuccefs.

'The voice of hberty has refounded in our land,
~and we have reciprocated its bleflings.

Ye Patriots and Heroes of the revoh:t:on,

“when you contemplate the happy fituation of
of your Coutry, do not "your hearts exult at
the idea, and grateful refponfesfay toyou, thefe
are the rewards of our toils,—the rewards of
- our labours,—and the rewards of our fuffenngs !

~ 'But alas! Thefe beautiful profpects, thefe
fcenes of happinefs are now overfhadowed by a-

~ cloud, which threatens to overwhelm our Coun.

_try in its inundation. 'Within the compafs of

"'httle more than a year, events have occurred

.....

. and deftruction to the rights of Man. At no pe.
riod fince the revolution, have we been placed

~ in a fituation, which called for the abilities and |

~ patriotifm of the Americans like the prefent.

~ From within, we have beheld the develope-
~ ment of a confpiracy, which in its extent and
- progrefs threatenened the difmemberment of our
 government, Headed by a- Man of the moft
unbounded ambition, in talents inferior to none,
- enterprizing, a&tive, and indefatiguable, fuccefs
~ was deemed practicable and vitory complete.
But when he had brought his plans to full ma.

turity, and is about to apply the laft torch to the | ‘

e e e
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bmldmg, he isarrefted, in the fanciful career of
~ his glory, by the potent arm of our government,*
and brought before the tribunal of his Country.
All his vifionary fchemes of power and great-
nefs vanifh in the air, and he fuffers al' the cruel
mortifications of difappointed ambition. Al-
though that nefarious confpiracy is quelled for
the prefent, yet it is to be feared its feeds are
rooted deep in the hearts of many of our cit’
zens. It requires us to be ever on the watcl
left at fome future period they fhould ¢ ftart u
like Hydras in every corner’” and rob our cour
- - try of its well earned labours.

~ From without, notwithftanding our govern
ment has.conduéted with the utmoft juftice an

- impartiality to foreign nations ; yet, on the on
~ hand, we havefeen, in defiance of our amicab!

relations, and of the negociation that was the

pending, one of our national fhips, bearing th
enfign of fovereignty, attacked :nd infultedi
the moft cruel and barbarous man.er—Our fe!
low citizens {laughtered—and our brethre:
dragged from their native foil to fupport Britif,
tyranny aad ufurpation ! The blood of cur mur
dered countrymen cried to us for vengence

- Our government demanded reparation ! Bu
how isit requited ? Inftead of making that hon
orable and juft reparation. which our countr:
demanded, and which gocd faith among natior
required : they endeavour to deceive us, b
falfe pretences, and by playing off upon us, th
chicane and intrigue of . corrnpted Court! O

the other hand, we behold the ditator of cor:

tinental Europe, in direét violation of fubfiftin
treaties, fequeftering our property and cou
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demning our fhips. Thefe nations, the one,

1e tyrant of the ocean, the other, the defpot

of the continent, have fet afide the long accuf-

tomed ufages of nations, and adopted new cuft-

oms founded upon no other principle than that

of power ! Principles fubverfive of all amity, of
all faith ; and which deprive the neutral of his

juft and acknowledgc,d rights. The decrees of

the one, and the orders of the other, although
apparently aimed at each other, militate directly

-againft us as the only neutral nation on the face

of the civilized globe.

| In this perilous extremity what courfe wer«
we to purfue? War, fubmiflion, or neutralit)
lay before us. |

Itis acknowledged by all that we bave juft

caufe of war :igainft both nations. But would it

" be goad policy, would it nat even be the height
.of folly in the prefent condition of the world, to
engage both or either of thofe nations in war,
unlefs it was abfolutely ne@@ary, for the fupport
of our injured rights and waunded honour ? And
fhould we fubmit> Submiffion ! A term no
known to the feelings of an American! Where -
is there an American who would fubmit to any
Power on earth, while there ran one drop of

- bloed in his veins, with which he might defen:!
his country. Neutrality then was the on!y
courfe left for our government to purfue. But
how were we to remain neutral, as long as ou
commerce continued on the ocean 2 While the
the French decrees and the Englifh orders er'
council remained in force, our commeree could
not be continued without iavolving us inimmedi -

-2 R &

L N Ee— e

s S Say




20

ate war. The wifdom of our Rulers forefa_ :

this, which led them to adoptthe embargo &

the only refort, by which we might fupport
our neutrality.

This meafure matemal]y affe@ts both France
and England, and needs only the patriotifm of
the people tomake it effectual. Look at the dif-

trefled ftate of their Weft- India colonies. almoft

reduced toa ftate of famine. In England peti-
“tions long and loud, from merchants and manu-
K fa&urers, are daily prefented to the throne,
praying relief from their diftreffled fitvation.
France alfo and her dependencies feverely feel
the effedts of it.  But the people are held in fuch
abfolute fear that they dare not ecomplain.

-~ We likewife feel fome of the effeéls of this
~ meafure. But we havethe eonfolation, that we
fuffer in the caufe of liberty, in the cavfe of cur
countiy ! And are we fo degenerate that we

~cannot fuffer in our country’s caufe ? Have we
. fo foon proved ouglives unworthy of our liber-

 ties? Has the bloed which flowed in the veins

| of our fathers, and which impelled them to ait- §
ion, fo foon become contaminated ? Forbid it

YE Saints! Forbidit Heaven ! No, rath-
er than fee our country wronged, and infulted,
we are willing to endure any privatious. We
- are willing to oppofe our breaftsto the ¢ fhafts

of baztle.”” and either conquer or die in the de-
~fence of our freedom. Yes! YE SaINTED
PaTr1ots and HEROES, who dwell in regions
of blifs, we {wear to you, ever faitbfully to pro.
tet and defend thofe Liberties and Bleflings
*« for which you fought, for which you bled,
and for which you died !”’

7




