¢
ORATION
onvm -
ANNIVERSARY or Tae INDEPENDENCE

OF THE -

UNITED STATES or AMERICA.

PRONOUNCED AT

MONDAY, JULY 5, 1802,
. mﬁ'ﬂg:—-ﬁu""
By ZEPHANIAH SWIFT MOORE, A. m.

Loy o D ———— o s

&

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS,

YROM THE PAESS OF ISAIAH THOMAS, fUR
| JULY 1808,



AN

ORATION.

RN ONG the moft inteteﬂ:ing e~
. ‘rm vents, recorded in the hiftory of

| the world, is that, which gave rife
/, I to this day’s feftival. The Dec-
laration of the Independence of
the United States of America, on
the FOURTH of JULY, 1776, involved in its con-
fequences the happinefs of millions, will extend its
influence to the lateft ages, and ought to be had in
everlafting remembrance.  We then emerged from
our colonial and dependent exiftence, and took a
rank among the Independent nations of the world.
‘To maintain the rank, we had taken, was deemed
impofiible by the nations of Europe ; and they
with confidence aflerted, we were preparing for an
- excmplary punithment. That they fhould not re-
alize what they fo confidently expetted, wifdom,
fortitude, and union were neceflary, and the pro-
“ition of Him, who is the GOD of armies.



”4" - .‘.?-’5

‘ComparsD with bur engmiee, we were fcw ﬁ}
numben. we pc.ﬁ‘eﬂ'ed little prepesety, except the
foil and. its appendages, and. were thinly feattered
OvEr an’ cxten&we country. ' We- were- deftiture-of
an army, and a navy ; were withoirt” any bond of
general union ; and witheut any coercwc method
to raife money, or levy troops.

THE nanon}wlth.whom we had o conte'nd was
opulent, numerous, powerful, and warlike. They
were furnithed with all the apparatus of war, both
by fea and land ; and, if they found it neceflary,
could: ad&to thcrr 'ﬁrengfh *Hy - forming alliances,
Phe- dzfparlty was, “indeed, grtzt" It was feen, it
was known, St wits felt byfdl : Jo
a’kind - of aflonithinent, and are{{fin )
fay, “iiat the Cotiragt and linrépidity of
States viere rafhnelsand frenzyii! U

By the cadf Was Tnportant. It Msthéfcaﬁ!%
8 Juftice ahd/ mﬂ&hal‘ﬁbeﬁyagamﬁ‘theﬂmuﬁ ans
éroadrmmts oF Afbitriry power-« A eorifeicufinely
of ‘t}né anirhafeﬂﬂweryl fxeart‘“ WIS were éficonrag-
&by hble patri S8 ‘e raifit atmies whthout Toths

fion vand‘lupﬁ&l‘t&f thett imof withote means;

o vmohwﬁﬁ‘f&&'*zejffommd arm§ and 411 the
it of Wik Indowete Yo ablel to- mekt thie
Vectah trbbie G Breattrbi i ‘oA Frownd!
I méiity TiRh 6 Wt Were fréeRANLI G
3ons We FebiHfiA2 otitcdtitige and; putfing Guto
Pefvies nidby el Prote@ionof Wit} who rmd e
i’mphng"ﬁaﬁd ‘ﬁW‘OM& Bk TKieded
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Gotidth, weocsptured whole armics: of inaders, ro-
duoed our cricibies £0:the npdoflity ofsiwithdrawing
thioir forces ahd ackrdowdedging otir: Imdepondencs;
and. negotiated and ¢ftabliflied - a prace. oni:terms
equal to’our withes, and fuperior. to our hopes. -

. Tue moftcriticg] peridd of dur natiopal iexiftence
had tiow- arrived. ;- Without baw and without gov-
binnibnk; evéry inan did igt,iwhich was vigh in his
own eych.MOuitfirmeft ipattiots trembled ofor out
fafety. - But anarchy,that mmahy heéaded monfler;uns
der whofé ritviiges wesapft foon Have boenwaftod arid
deftroted,:for a: risomengy Rept-withoun hid-ohdins. -
1 Poiiiglopinion was notcotitatniated: by the
poifosiss desaghbe of Tfotdips ipBueries, ;| Mbdern
fentitheris] of thberty lind equiality; Wiich are des
figricit o $riffatibl thd corrifpyand diffocial: paffions
of ‘thehuntaw b1y, to dihibiv the réraints of -
claliprdler, MW aild relipion; o8 unjutiond tjrani-
€al; imd to tenller meq) Hoftile vo everp thihg whith

. oppélt theirIchhations; Weee then winkitown. <

i T P iionaey W Had-not lesoHiginlin the
blh&ngﬂmﬁumd’ eoprapt| infidious) anddefigri
o chén? i1t wae nbbekeitsd: by th JaWlefs ahd
svmbiticus defirs-of etrderinis | Ametica iniftrefs of
the- wé2iHl:7 It doed'ndk waime ' foF Wé fenders a
Danr6nlid M AR AT Kia Roswrep1ine L-bot' &
WASKHINGTON, wn LADAMS, aid thet>wors
chie WhlRe paerioff Wad'prird;- ihd wiioie only
objést wiis theltlcotmtiyylgbod. i ' THe Americad
Fevélutibriowsd:ith Wfc dnd Proprelstéajult fenfe
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in the Americans of their civil rights, of what was
due to themfelves and pofterity, and to a virtuous
and patriotic determination to' refift. the firft en-
eroachments of lawlefs power.”

Sc foon, therefore, as the war was clofed and an
honorable peace obtained, the great object of the
ftates, individually and colletively, was to form and
adopt conftitutions of ‘government, which fhould
preferve to the-citizens the free enjoyment of their
natural rights, under the protection of equal laws,
and impartial juftice. - Simplicity of manners, hab-
its of indudftry and economy, together with increaf~
ing means of information and moral inftruction,
afforded a flattering profpeét, that government and
the bleflings of rational liberty would be permanent.
. WugN the government of the United States was
organized, and commenced its operation, force and
elafticity were given to all its motions by the great
and dignified charalters, who prefided, and to whom
its adminiftration was entrufted. We faw with pleaf-
ing aftonifhment the revival of confidence, credit
and commerce.. The merchant, farmer and mechan-
ic rejoiced under an impreflive fenfe of the vivifying
effelts of the wife arrangements, which were made.

Unpzr the Prefidency of WASHINGTON and
ADAMS, our rulers, without the ufeful aid and
inftruétion of precedent and -experience, exploring
a new and untried path, in which it would require
more wifdom and forefight, than fall to the lot of
man, to commit no errors, cftablifhed peacs, and
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formed advantageous treaties with the nations of
Europe, and with the tribes, who inhabit the weﬁ-
ern wildernefs. They prefeived our neutrality in
midft of the conflits of the European powers, and
their artful, and even violent attempts to involve us’
in their contentions. ‘They reduced our deranged
finances to a regular {yftem, and raifed a revenue,’
which, though little felt by the people, has been’
fufficient for the fupport of government, has anf-'
wered many unforefeen demands, and effeted a
confiderable reduction of the public debt. To the
fame wife and judicious fyftem may we attribute the
exiftence of our navy, which has repelled many
wantcn encroachments upon our neutral rights,
and been the principal means of our prefent com-
mercial profperity.

 WiTHgreat propriety did Prefident JEFFERSON
obferve, in his Inaugural Speech, that our national
Government, at the clofe of the late adminiftration,
was * in the full tide of fuccefsful experiment.”

- Since that period, it is acknowledged by all, a
new order of things has been introduced, and many
deviations from the profperous path of the former
adminiftration. To determine with accuracy the
ultimate effet of thefe upon our national happi-
nefs, time and expencnce are neceflary. While we
wait the decifion of thefe, we ought not to forget,
that confidence is one of the principal nerves of re-
publicanifm, and that circumfpection ought never
to be changed into jealoufy, i
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- Qux;progitfss Tnge, the . mmltsmnammuw
. tion, in: wealthy antl, in ghe ufeful artsyhas never
been; aguglled by .any. mqan oi which we, 'havc @n
account ip.the records of: tima - Ip- ytraemg “this
- progsely and the canfes, which.-have, had, influence
in.raifing us. to a high flate of profperity; and a
dignified rank among the nations of the.garth, there:
is a kind of pleafure, which is more eafily felt than,
defisibed. - We-cannot but devoutly wiflythe, prog:
refy may continue, and that future generations may:
not point back to us, -as griether example of  ghinfe;.
who have in vain- attempted to-; pqrpetuate a popa-r
lar government. - 02 -

A traging the rife, progrefs and coafequences- of
the Amqmcan revolution, . we -cannhot byt - admit;.
that our freedom from political cor_mptimn and the
pugity-of . public_epinien; have. had commanding
influence.;  In  the fovolutions- in-Eurepe; and. ity
the.rife ‘and decling of empires,. .the invariable i)
fluencs of public. opinion .is clearly feen, and; its iRy
timatg ganpexion with gationg) happmefm o5 mufl-
ery, is flaikingly exhibited. - g

For a nation to {ecure and perpetuate thqzr p{'»oil- |
petity and happinefs, they muft bein favor of thefe.
means; which are canpected with profperity s dnd
in order for this, the public mind mufk-be incon-
taminated.——Foil a;moment, therefors; It ub tarn
our attention to e influenceof . public. OPNM
and,.thﬁmgomame of.it5:being rightly. formedi - ;

In the formation of faws and:ebnikitations:of:
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¢ivil government, public opinion 1s the capil‘:;i di-
reCtor. ‘To conform thefe to the humors, habits,
and opinions of a people, is deemed an import-
ant part of legiflative wifdom. Legiflators ever
have been and ever will be influenced by the public
mind. For a legiflative body to alt in oppofition
to that, §s an Herculean tafk, which has feldom
been attempted, and, when attempted in eletive
governments, has never been followed with fuccefs.
Men in their legiflative capacity will ftrongly in-
cline to omit thofe virtues, which are difagreeable,
and to fpare thofe vices, which are agreeable to
thofe for whom they legiflate. In proportion,
therefore, as laws and fyftems of government affect
the happinefs of a people, fo does public opinion.
From this they receive their complexion.

So powerful is the influence of public opinion,
that it will diret the conduct of a community
againft its own laws. Hence, in almoft every
country, we find ftatutes which are obfolete, and
the breach of which cannot be punifthed. Hence,
alfo 1t is, that ftatutes, which operate againft pub-
lic opinion, have very little effet. We may in-
ftance in the ftatute againft duelling, which has
no effet in places, where the public voice is againft
its execution upon offenders. As the adminiftra-
tion, therefore, of the government of a people, has
influence upon their profperity, in the fame propor-
tion is their profperity affected by public opinion.

T'HE opinions of a community muft be revolu-

_ B - i
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tionized, before a revolution can take place in the
form or adminiftration of their government. 'The
ancient monarchy of France could not be over-
thrown, till public opinion was in favor of its de-
ftru&tion. The Swifs Cantans muft be revolution-
ized in opinion, before a change could take place in
their government, and political ftate. The fame is
true of Geneva. The Declarationof our Independ-
ence was an expreffion of the public will. Without
that, it could not have been afferted, nor fupported.

In the various ftages of the Roman Republic,
not only the form and adminiftration of govern-
ment, but thofe to whom the management of the
Republic was entrufted, were varied and changed,
- according to the variations and changes in public
opinion. The fame is true of all the popular gov-
ernments, which have ¢ver exifted. In fuch gov-
ernments, where the people are the fource of hon-
or and authority, and the eleCtion of rulers fre-
quent, a change of the officers of government is
effeCted by a change of the public mind. From a
corruption of that, the virtuous, patriotic, and
faithful may be negleCted, and the affairs of ftate
entrufted to the corrupt, the felfith, and the un-
faithful. 'The noify demagogue may triumph over
the man of eminent talents and unfullied patiiot-
fm. The wickedly ambitious may be raifed to the
chair of ftate, while thofe who have devoted their
time and talents to the fervice of their country, are
rejected and loaded with calumny. Hence, as the
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public mind is pure or corrupt, fo will be the char-
ater of thofe, who are chofen to places of honor and
authority. Do the character and conduct of rulers
hold an intimate relation to the welfare of a com-
munity? Public opinion muft, then, be important.
 THE aftions of nations, as well as of individu-
als, are more frequently determined by their char-
alter, than by their intereft. Their conduét takes
its complexion more from their acquired habits,
principles, and opinions, than from a deliberate re-
gard for the public good. Itis with the great body
of a people in a2 community, as with individuals.
On great and important occafions only, do they
take an extended furvey of the whole courfe of their
conduét, and admit the ditates of reafon to imprefs
anew bias upon their movements. As the pre-
vailing habits and opinions of a people are, fo will
their condu& be diretted, either for, or againft
their intereft and profperity.

Tuese obfervations are verified by the known
principlesof human nature, and the general hiftory
of the world. Opinions have direCted the conduét
of communities. Under their influence they have
purfued thofe means, which have raifed them to
dignity and happinefs ; or thole, which have funk
them in mifery and ruin.

PusL1c opinion being thus powerful, and its in-
fivence fo great wpon the condition and happinefs
of a people, whatever has influence in its formation,
muft be ¢onfidered as highly important. 'To guard
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againft its corruption, -and to ufe every effort for
its purity, is the part of a faithful citizen.

To be free from political impurity, and friendly
to the means of perpetuating our profperity, it is
neceffary that we be virtuous. Virtue is the hifeand
{fupport of a free government ; for none, but a vir-
tuous people, can long be governed by perfuafion.

Ir we look back to the ancient republics, we
find that their years of profperity continued no
longer, than they retained their virtues. While
they retained - thefe, they were free from political
feuds, and public opinion was properly formed
and direCted.  With their vices they began their
decline, and haf’cened to their exit.

THERE was a period, when the Athenians were
ative, brave, and polithed in their manners ; when
their increafe in numbers and wealth was rapid ;
when they were without a rival in their knowledge -
and improvements in the arts and fciences ; free
from broils and contentions, and in a ftate flour-
ithing and highly profperous. This period was
while they were virtuous. ‘Their cuftoms, man-
ners, and opinions became corrupt. ‘They ceafed
to be in favor of the means, connefted with their
profperity. They were difturbed and broken by
factions. They were enfeebled and enflaved, re-
duced to the loweft ftage of favage ftupidity and
ignorance, and became an eafy prey to their ene-
mies. ‘The Romans, after they had fubdued the
Greeks, and all other nations within the reach of



= 4 3 o=
their arms, fubdued and enflaved them{elves by their
vices and political corruptions. Thefe fubverted
the foundation of their civil liberties and freedom,
. prepared them for the rod of arbitrary power, and
involved them in ruin.

. Vick is to the body politic, what a gangrene is
to the natural body. This deftroys the cords and
ligatures, which unitc the parts, and ftrengthen the
members to perform their office ; and brings on an
extinétion of life and motion. That deftroys the
numerous moral ties and connexions, which, like
veins and nerves, give {trength and freedom to the
body politic, and, by difolving thefe, brings on great
and fatal convulfions, and haftens to diffolution.

VIRTUE, then, is neceflary to the exiftence and
prefervation of a republican government, and the
perpetuity of public happinefs. The real import-
ance of virtue to the welfare of fociety confifts in
this, that it is an uniform direCtion of the public
will to that which is good. When a people are
virtuous, their difpofition and opinions, the fource
of their conduét, being fteadily direfted to that
which is good and right, their conduét muft, of
courfe, be right and good. Virtue of neceflity aims
at the public good ; invariably feeks the common
welfare ; and gives no pain, where it is not neceflary
for the promotion of that welfare. Wherever, and
how long foever it exifts, the happinefs, of which
it is the parent, will alfo exift. Under its falutary
influence public opinion will be uncontaminated,
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and the body politic retain a ftate of health and: vigor.
The public mind was never corrupted on the {oil of
virtue. On that foil grows nothing,which is impure.

How, then, is the public mind to be formed to
virtue ? How 1is the public voice to be influenced
to fpeak in its favor? Is it to be done by diffemin-
ating the principles, and purfuing the practices of
philofophical illumination ? Is it to be done by
teaching, * that death is an eternal fleep ? that rea-
fon dethrones both the kings of earth, and the kings
of heaven ? that man, when free, wants no other
divinity than himfelf ? that every republic, but a
republic of atheifts, isa chithera? that the end fanc-
tifies the means ? that moral obligation is a dream ?
religion a farce ? and the founder of chriftianity the
fpurious offspring of pollution ? Is it to be done by
fending abroad the fairer part of creation in the
attire of a female Greck ? by making marriage the
mockery of a regifter’s office ? and by enrolling
- your fons as confcripts for plunder and butchery
Are a peopke to be made virtuous, by teaching them
to contemn every thing that is virtuous, and to ab-
hor every thing that can make them' virtuous ?—
No, fellow citizens, virtue never was promoted by
thefe means. It never was the offspring of thefe
principles. 'Theyengender corruption. They en-
kindle a flame, not to be extingumthed. Their fpread
1s devaftation and ruin. Their influetce is death
to every republican virtwe.

As if defigning to warn Ws againft thefe princi-
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ples, ang te perfuade us to be friendly to the means
of virtue, that great and excellent man, Prefident
WASHINGTON, in the language and charadter
of a father, obferved, < of all the difpofitions and
habits, which lead to palitical profperity, religion
and morality are indifpenfable fupports. In vaia
would that man claim the tribute of patrioti{m,
who fhould labor to fubvert thefe great pillars of
human happinefs, thefe firmeft propa of the duties
of men and citizens. The mere politician, equally
with the pious man, oyght ta refpect, and to cher-
ith them. A volume could not trace all their con=
nexions with puhlic andprivate felicity. Let it be
fimply atked, Where is the fecurity for property,
for reputation, for life, if a fenfe of rehgious obli~
gation defert the eaths, which are the inftruments
of inveftigation incourts of juftice? And let us
with caution indulge the fuppofition, that morality
can be maintained withont religion. Whatever may
be conceded to the influence of refined education,
on minds of peculiar ftructure, reafon and experi-
ence both forbid us to expeét, that national moral-
ity can prevail, in exclufion of rehgious principle.”

‘ It is fubftantially true, that virtue, or moral-
iy, is a neceflary fpring of popular government.
The rule, indeed, extends, with moie or lefs force,
to every fpecies of free government. Who, that is
a fincers friend toit, can ook with indifference up-
Qo attempts to fhake the foundation of the fabnie
 1n oppofitio ta theft: featiments of our political
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father, much is faid by utopian projectors in favor
of knowledge, as what, if univerfally difleminated,
will promote the purity of public opinion, and en-
fure national profperity. .Great expectations have
been raifed, that an end will be put to wars, and
univerfal good will pervade the earth, in confequence
of philofophical illumination, and certain fyftems
of education, and modes of government. But thefe
fpeculations proceed upon falfe data. 'They fup-
~ pofe, that the caufe of political. corruption, and of
the evils that exift in focxety, is the 1gnorance, and
not the depravity of man.

- BuT we alk, Was 1gno*e the caufe of the de-
cline and downfal of the anci¢ht republics ?. Was
it ignorance, that rendered the Romans an eafy
prey to the Goths and Vandals ? Was ignorance the
caufe of the cruelties of Nero, or the barbarities of
Roberfpiere? Is that the caufe of contentions in
common life? The fource of difcord in families,
neighborhoeds, and focieties? Have the bloody fcenes,
atted in France, been the production of ignorance?
If not, let us ‘treat with merited contempt the vifion-
ary theories of th¢ Gopwins of the prefent day, and
cherifh a refpeét for the religion of heaven. a

_IN the formation of the publicmind, much is
~ done by education. Impreffions, made in early life,
are- not cafily erafed ; and habits of thinking and
afting, formed in youth, are feldom laid afide. By
education the tender youth may be fitted for treafon,
fratagem, and death; or they may be trained up



17

for order, peace, and happinefs. Much depends on
the fyftems of education, which are adopted, and
carried into practice. If thefe be right, they will
be diretted not only to the improvement of the in-
tellectual, but of the moral powers, and to the form-
ation of a virtuous charater. Virtue will be cx-
hibited in all its charms ; vice in all its deformity.
The focial affettions will be ftrengthened, and that
tendernefs, humanity, and benevolence taught and
enforced, which cement mankind together, and
without which the whole fabric of focial inftitu-
tions would be diflolved.

AwaRre of the influence of education in forming
the public mind, the diforganizers of the prefent
day, and fuch there are, and ever will be in every
popular government, whofe love of licentioufnefs
and hatred of law and juftice are perpetual, in their
endeavors to corrupt the minds of the young, have
manifefted a zeal, which would highly becoms a bet-
ter caufe. Inftead of imbuing the mind with right
taftes, affeCtions, and habits, which is the great ef-
fort of pratical wifdom, they have ufed every exer-
tion to infufe an everlafting hatred to the laws of
focial order and virtue. Fatal, indeed, muft be the
effeCt .of fuch exertions, if they be not counteracted.
A more direCt method to deftroy the facred and civil
inftitutions of our country, cannot be named, than
that of infufing into the minds of the young the prin-
ciples of diforder, and training them up for anarchifts.

In Egypt, Perfia, and Rome, when they were moft

C
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famous and profperous, the education of youth oc-
cupied a large portion of the time and attention of
their legiflators and magiftrates, as well as of parents
and teachers. Their efforts werediligent and fuccefs- -
ful, and worthy of imitation. ¢ The children of the
Perfians, during the period of their national glory,
were taught virtue, as thofe of other nations were
taught letters.”

So great is the influence of education, that it de-
mands the attention of every citizen, of every friend
to our national profperity. It may be made a fource
of our corruption and final diffolution, or a means
of the purity and perpetuation of our republic.

ANoTHER caufe, which operates with great force
in forming the public mind, is the information com-
municated from the prefs, through the medium of
newfpapers and pamphlets.—In this country, almoft
every man confiders himfelf a politician, and a judge
of the affairs of ftate ; and the political fentiments
of a large proportion of the community, are deriv-
ed from the information and effays in the weckly
papers. Hence, thefe papers are of the utmoft con-
fequence to the public, and ought ever to be vehicles
of truth. The public good ought ever to be their
objett ; and that never can, for a moment, be pro-
moted by falfehood, calumny, or deceit.

THE editors of papers muft view themfelves in a
high fenfe accountable to their country, as the for-
mation of public opinion, in no fmall degree, de-
pends upon them, In their power is it, to do much
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in corrupting, and much in promoting the purity of
the public mind. They cannot anfwer it to their
own confciences, nor at the bar of their country,
if- they become the dupes of a party, the tools of
the wickedly ambitious, the contemners of virtue,
or the calumniators of the wife and patriotic.

A freeprefs is one of the greateft bleflings of our
independence, and one, which we ought highly to
prize. But a Jicentious prefs is a fink of iniquity, a
poifonous fountaifn, whofe ftreams are more to be
dreaded, than the ravages of war, or the deftruction
of the peftilence. It is to be regretted, that any of
the prefles in this country, fhould ever be profti-
tuted to the vile purpofes of ftrengthening foreign
influence, of corrupting public opinion by weaken-
ing the ties of religion and morality, and of calum-
niating thofe, who have devoted their lives to the
fervice of their country, and to whofc wife and faith-
ful exertions we are, in a very high degree, indebted
for our prefent ftate of profperity. While the en-
couragement given to the publications of fuch prefies,
argues that the opinions of many are already cor-
rupted, it tends to increafe the corruption with great
rapidity. If the ftreams of truth and patriotifin
- flow from the prefs, they will have a moft falutary
effet, in cleanfing from political impurity, and
promoting the health of the body politic.

So great is the influence of the information com-
municated from the prefs, in the formation of pub-
lic opinion, that it ought not, it cannot be vicwed
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with indifference by any, who are friendly to public
happinefs.—It is ardently to be wifhed, that undif-

-guifed truth might ever fhine in the columns of the
weekly gazettes ; and that candor, honeity, and pa-
triotifm might be the fteady guide of thofe pens,
which are employed in political difcoffion.

AnoTHER fource of the corruption of public o-
pinion is to be looked forin the exertions of thofe,
who are under the influence of reftlefs, unworthy, af-
piring ambition.—In every county there are thofe,
who with to rife to places of honor and authority, to
which, from their merit, they can have no claim. Un-
der a popular government, like ours, the number of
fuch is likely to be great. While fteady virtue reigns,
and the public mind is pure, they have no profpett
of obtaining their objeCt. Hence, they do not hefi-
tate to ufe their influence, and all the arts of which
they are capable, to contaminate the public mind,
that they may rife on the tide of corruption to places
of honor and power. Men of this clafs are apt to
proclaim their own patriotifm, and to fay with a re-
bellious fon of old, « O that I were made judge in the
land, that every man, which hath any fuit or caufe,
might come unto.me, and I would do him juftice.”

THE arts and intrigues of fuch men, were among
the principal caufes of political corruption in the an-
cient popular governments ; and the principal means
of haftening their decline and final ruin.  They
were the deceivers of -the people ; the leaders of
fation ; the deftroyers of their country.
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So long as the laws, by which the moral world is
governed, remain as they now are, the character and
example of rulers will have influence in forming the
public mind. The opinions and conduct of rulers
extend their influence through intermediate fteps to
the loweft clafs of citizens. The licentious conduct
of Charles II, of England, in a very few years, cor- -
rupted almoft every clafs of people. It gave a fatal
blow to their morals, enfeebled their minds, checked
their {pirit of enterprife, and made their progrefs in
corruption exceeding rapid. To his we might add
the example of many others.
ON the other hand, we adduce the chara&sr and
example of an ALFRED and a WASHINGTON,
as having had a moft falutary influence upon the o-
pinions and morals of their refpective nations. The
_example of fuch rulers checks the progrefs of polit-

ical impurity, and tends to form the public mind to
- that whichisright. Beforefuch charaéterslicentiouf-
nefs retires, and vice dares not rear her brazen front.

Sucn being the influence of the chara&er and ex-
ample of thofe, who are in places of honor and au-
thority, it muft be highly important, that they be
fuch, as tend to the purity, and not to the corrup-
tion of public opinion.

As thofe, therefore, who juftly appreciate Nation-
al Independence,and who with to tranfmit to future
generations civil and facred inftitutions, the moft
valuable, let us be vigilant againft every fource of
impurity, and every thing, that tends to vitiate. The
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neceflity of this does, and will increafe with our
numbers and wealth. Let us trace, and retrace the
means of perpetuating our national profperity ; and
purfue them with the order of freemen; and with
that zeal, which true patriotifm never fails to in-
fpive. Let us ufe every effort to promote the puri-
ty of public opinion. ‘The motives to this are in-
finite. On this depend the prefervation of our free-
dom, and thofe conflitutions of government, of
which weboaft. Upon this depend the condition of
ynborn millions, and the future glory of our country.
In looking over the hiftorical map of the world,
we fee empire, for many centuries, has been trav-
elling from the eaft toward the weft. Nations have
fucceflively rifen to their height of grandeur and prof-
perity ; and in fucceffion have they haftened to their
diffolution. In their turns they have boafted of their
indiffolubility, and fondly dreamed that they lived
on the confines of a goldent age. Arms and wealth,
national pride, a high fenfe of honor, and deep pol-
icy, have been purfued by the magiftrate and poli-
tician, and efteemed the fure means of perpetuating
national exiftence and happinefs. The hiftory of -
the world evidences, that none of thefe have been_
fufficient to give the public mind its proper direc-
tion, and to obtain the end in view.
~ Tue fathers of America chofe a different path, in
.which to feek the defired object. The cultivation of
fcience, the diffemination of religious knowledge,
and the practice of virtue, were by them purfued,
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as the only fure means of rightly forming the pub-
lic mind, and perpetuating national freedom and hap-
pitiefs. They well knew, that civil liberty could not
be preferved without thefe means ; and that good cit-
1zens muft be made, by making good men. To tread
in their path, it is neceflary that we be friendly to
inftitutions for the promotion of fcience, religion,
and virtue; that we encourage a free, but trown
upon a Kcentious prefs ; and that we be faithful in
the choice of rulers. .

- Frowm the dangerous tendency of party fpirit and
animofity to corrupt and opprefs, and to deprive us
of every thing we hold dear as men and citizens,let
- us feel that our laws, coni’citutidns, and interefls
are one. As we dread the horrors of war, the dom--
ination of tyrants, and final rain, with firmnefs let
us rejet the fentiment, that a feparation between
the fifter States muft ever take place. As a means
of cementing and perpetuating their union, let us
cherifh a profound refpet for theFederal Conftitu--
tion, and view * the prefervation of the general gov-
ernment i its whole confhitutional vigor, as the
fheet anchorof our peaceat home, and fafety abroad.”
A government without a confhtution 1s a govern-
ment of men, and not of law ; and whether in the
hands of one, or many, is a defpotifm. The conftitu-
‘tion of theUnited States is the bond of our union, and
the palladium of our public liberties. Every attempt
to weaken, or deftroy that, is the attempt of an ene-
my, and ought to be refifted with unfhaken firmnefs,
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Having ourfelves experienced the evils of war,
and enjoyed the unnumbered bleflings of peace; we,
this day, “fincerely participate in the repofe grant-
ed our European brethren from the alarms and ca-
lamities of a war,” which has been, indeed, bloody,
expenfive, and ruinous.—Long may their peace
continue. May their condition be ameliorated by
a reform in their habits and opinions, and by their
being fitted for governments, which combine free-
dom with energy.

Crtizens of a country, the freeft and happieft
the world has hitherto feen, a country which has
been the peculiar favorite of Heaven, and in whofe
hiftory are recorded many fignal interpofitions of
Divine Providence, we have motives innumerable to
gratitude and obedience to the Supreme Ruler. Let
us maintain a deep and habitual reverence for his
government, in which it is a fixed maxim, * That
righteoufnefs exalteth a nation; butfinis a reproach
to any people.” Let us revere the Chriftian Relig-
ion, as being above every thing elfe adapted to the
~ prefervation of our freedom and fyftems of policy ;-
as affording the only ground, on which to hope for
an amelioration of the condition of man; and as
enabling us to look forward with confolation and
tranfport, to rifing periods of order, peace, and fafety,
in which truth fhall triumph, juftice prefide over the
concerns of men,and benevolence reign in every heart.

FINIS.





