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CITIZENY

WE are deputed in behalf of the General Soci-
¢e/y of Mechanics and Tradcfmcﬁ ; the Tammany Soci-
ety; or Columbian Order ; the Democratic, and New-
York Coopers’ Sociely,to prefent you their united thanks
{for your Oration, dclivered before them on the 4th
inft. the Anniverfary of American ]ndcpcndem;'c, arid

to requeft of you a copy of the fame for publication.

-y

With refpett,
T YWe are your friends

and fellow citizens,

William King, . . . Mechanic Socicty.

- ' John P. Pearfs, . . | Tam.Socletyyor
Corns. C. Van-Alen, . Columb. Order,

- John Merfereaw, . . Democrat. Socicty.
Fohn Uity-. . . ... . Coopers’ Socicty.

&

To Dr. Samver L. MitcuiLL.
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Citizens! Republicans! Friends!

It is a laudable cuftom, which fome part of the:
human racc has adopted, of fctting apart anniverfary
days for the commemoration of great or intcrefting
cvents. It has been believed-or found, that there is
fome excercife of the underftanding, fome affociation of
1deas, favorable on the celebratuon of fuch times and
{calons, to the happinels of thefe who engage 1n it.
This difpofition to increafe pleafurable emotion, has
accordingly been frequently indulged in private life.
IFor this realon it feems to be, that {ome individuals,
who conceive their birth to be an event worth rejoic-
ing at, devcte the anmverfary of the day on which 1t
happened to fealting and micth,  And fome of thole
who confider their nuptial union as a {'ub_]c& of lafting
joy, are fond of bringing to recollettion, once at leaft
in a twelve-month, thetranfattions of their wedding day.
—The annual obfervance of appointed days, has, for’
a [imilar reafon, been cnjoined by {fynods and churches.
And thus it is that the nativily, the death and the refur-
reflion of Chrifl, arc, among fome of the profe(fors of
his religion, brought occafionally to mind, and made
the theme of particular contemplation. A larger num-
ber of human beings cmploy fomething more than
common f{alutation and greeting on the frft day of
January, when, according to the generally received
computation of ume, they cnter the threfhold of the
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new year. Nor have governments and iegiflatures
been wanting in their attention to the {etting apart and
keeping of partcular days,

Tuus, in England, the celebration of the 5th of No-
vember in a particular manner was calculuted 1o fofter
the averfion of the nation to popery, and 1o [lrengthen

what was called the protcﬁantmtcrcﬁ The obfervance,
and with particular ceremonics too, of the day when the

firft Charles, named Stuart, though fince dignificd
with the titles of faint and martyr, was put to death,
1s calculated to infpire a hatred of political revolutions,
and to cherifh a reverence for nionarchy. And the
devoting the birth day of their fovereign to the fealt,
the fong and the dance, has a pawerful effeét in concil-
1ating their tempers to_his perfon and family, and op-
Pofixig the machinations of any pretender to the throne,

For the purpofc of commemorating and celebrating
what is deemed in this land a great, an interclling event,
1s this bady of citizens now aflembled ; to withdraw
themfclves a hittle from the ordinary concerns of lif’e,
and rel lc& upon thatdeclaration of their reprefeniative
 2n the continental Congrefs, wherehy they afferted and

_ﬁnally obtained their Indcpeadence. You arc all agreed
that the acquircment of this Independence, is a blefling.
Then it becomes you to be thankful for it; and it is
equally mmon you to preferve ity and to per-
mit np onc to ta.kc it away from you or cven to In-
croach upon it,

InpEPENDENCE !—This is a high-founding word ;
and ta onc who confiders what a fceble, oftentimes
what a miferable, and always what a decpendent crea-
ture man is, it is curious, and it will be' ufeful ta in.
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quire what fort of fndependence this is which the peo-
ple of thefe States declare that they pollcls, and which
they boalt of fo loudly.

As to the general influence of light, heat, and the
phyfical clemeuts, which com»ofe and acluate the uni-
verfe and every part obat, thefe citizens are as depend-
ent on them, asany other denomination of mortal men..

In like manner arc they dependent upon that intel-
ieClual, dehgning and organizing power, which gave
Jaw to the atoms of which natural beings arc compoled,
and afligned ta cach 1ts {phere of aélion, 1ts relations
and alnnites,  This power they ought always to ac-
knowledge, and not aflect in the wantonnc(s or the folly
of their hmued intellects, to doubt of 1ts fupcrmtcnd
ing providence, or to deny, with lhc modern epicure-
ans, the exiftence of its influence. Ttis a fign of great

weaknels, and I fulpect - of depravity, for a people to
declare themfielves independent ef the great gaverning

principle in nature.

Bur you have declared that you poflefs Political
lidependence ; and that your confederacy confifts of
free, fovercign, and independent States.  But your bare
declaration did not make the thing fo. Sull; as the
government of that country on which you were depend-
cnt as provinces and—colonics, at length agreed to your
declaration, you were emancipated from your civil

bondage, and were gradually acknowledged by the fo-

vereizns of different countries on the globe, as it to
be clafled among their number,

Tuxe meaning,then, of the term Independence,is, that
you arc nat, any longer, dependent on Great-Britain.

»
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It does not refer to other countries, becaufe you never
were dependent on them. Thirteen {ubordinate gov-
ernments, fituated along the Atlantic coaft of North
America, and forming parts of the Britzflh Empire, were
thus fevered from the political power which claimed
them, and put in a condition to undertake the arduous
bufinels of felf-government,

As the flave, who, after years of wrangling and con-
tention with his malter, at length obtains a manumis-
fion, 1s watched by his neighbors to lecarn how he be-
haves himlelf in his new fituation ; or, as the minor,
clcaping from the tutclage of parents and guardians, is
looked at by his acquaintances, that they may judge
how his lately acquired freedom influences his moral
and religious.conduét; {o was the attention of the civil-
1zed world hxed on this land, In w hich thirteen difcon-
tented fervants of the DBritifh houlehold, were dis-
charged from their obligations and conneétions at
once, and turncd out togcther to provide for them-
{clves.

Tuev had at a very carly day difcovered that aofo-
[ule Indcpendence was neither defirable nor to be ob-
tammed.  Unlels thercfore, they could depend upon
cach other, they found they never could become -
independent of Great-Britain,  They of courfc came -
to an agreement, exprefled in very vague and gencral -
terms, to {tand by cach .other in the quarrel, and be -
friends forever after.  Although the articles of Ihls
confederation were put together in a hurry, and in a:
time of danger too,  they an{wered tolerably well: thc |
purpofe for which thcy werc intended, until an accom-

modation with thc common enemy,loofencdthe bonds -
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of their compaét with cach other, and left every mem-
ber at leilure to confult his own private views and
intereft. This will appear from a view of the {tate of
{ociety between the peace of Paris 1n 1783, and the
adoption of the federal conftitution of 1787.

AT firlt, a greater part of the States conduéted them-
{clves in fuch a manner as to make it evident, they
meant to be asmuch as poflible independent of their
own late friends and immediate neighbors.  And the
old articles of-aflociation had been {o far violated, that
they pofleffed really very little of obligatory power.
A [yftem of jealous and illiberal policy, was formmg
in different paris of the American territory, which
threatened diffolution to the little government there
was, and anarchy throughout fociety. The fame tem-
per which one Statc manifelted toward another, was
exhibited by the citizens refpettively towards the gov-
ernments under which they dwelt. There was a back-
wardnefs to pay debts, to perform contraéts, and to
do public fpirited and generous atts.  Individuality
and felfifhnefls had taken hold of fo many members of -
fociety, that a refufal to furnifh quotas for the public
fervice, and a ftamping upon paper the real value of
gold and filver, and the pafling of laws for thc imme-
diate and perfonal benefit of the reprefentativ cs, to the
almoft total difregard of the interefts of their conltitu-
ents, had become tranfatlions of frequent occurrence;
—f{uch was the progrefls of thefe diffocial notions of
independence.  QOur country would firft be independ- |
ent of ‘Great-Britain; then, cach Statewould be inde-

pendent of each other ; next, every inhabitant would

be as independent as poflible of his government y-4nd
laltly, the members of fociety be equally independent
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of sath other. Sentiments of diftruft and malevolence
had gone {o far as to disfigure {ociety with fomewhat
of the ferocious air of barbarifm. Had thefe 1dcas
been carried further; they muft have terminated in the
Jawlels and capricious liberty prevalent among {avages,
or the fullen, worthlefs and perfcét independence en-

joyc‘d by hermits in their caves,

Burt before praltical independence had been carried
to thefe lengths, the inconveniences endured 1n {ociety,

had taught our people, that human happinefs was of a
fecial quah{y, and befl promoled and fecured by an at-

tention to the relation arifing from the mulual wanis ané

prcndcnccs cjmem

Stucu were the firft effays of this liberated people, 1n
sovernment. The hiftory of legiflative proceedings
in every State in the Union, evinces numerous regtid
lations of a local and partial kind, inadequate to the
grcat purpoleés of general good, and frequently defec-
tive or crroncous, from a want of knowledge and expe:
rience in the citizens, what it beft behoved them te do;

It had been expefled by many benevolent and {pecs
ulative men, that thefe American governments weré
to exhibit a beautiful, inftruélive and {fuccefstul exam:
plc of republican principles operating upon a great
fcale. They feem to have beiieved a new reign of
virtue and]uﬂzcc about to be eftablifhed on earth.
Their imaginations becoming cnthufiaftic on a favor-
ite fubje&t, had prefented to them feveral millions of
men, {cparated by an ocean from all connctlion with
Europe, and furrounded on the land fide by a coun:

try fillin a ftate of nature, growing up peaceably and
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by them[elves, inthe prattice of every private and pub-
{ic virtue.  Here, they fondly believed, proot demon-
{trative would be aftorded, to the confufion of all
doubting anftocrats and unbelieving monarchuils, that
reprefentative and democratic governments werce the
beit in the world.  On this continent, 1n fhort, the pco-
ple of the Eaftern Hemidphere were to beheld as from
a valt amphitheatre, the inhabirants of the Wellt, con-
firuéting their governments by plans asthey conftruct-
cd their houles, realizing the projects and fchemes of
the Philofophers, and reducing to prattice the theories
and vifions of the Sages.

Tiuere 1s fomething {o agrceable to the mind in all
this, that perhaps cevery perfon who has not been
taught otherwife by ob{ervauon and experience, dwells
with delight on the contemplation of human exccl-

lence and periectibility. e pictures new Ldens,
-blooming in the defarts, modern Paradifes over-

fprcading whole illands and contincents, and their 1n-
habitants occupied {olelv 1n the works of innocence and
peace. . Even ne who addrefie. eou, in his days of
vouth and incxperience, looked with as much ardor
as any of them all, for the fulilment of {ome of thele
cxpectations.  Judge then, with vhat reluétance, what
repugnance, what anguith, Zis own acquaintance with
mankind forced him to abandon one fine and glitter-
g notion after another, until almoft the whdlc; after
having been detected to be delufions, were dllcardcd
from 4us flock cfp? aélical kn owlcc!crc

For, he bu:amc fully fatisfied, that man was a \crv
different being from that pure, upright, dﬂmnc led

and wiriuous creature, which the framers oi hypotheles

B
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upon his nature and government had fuppafed him o,
be; but, on the contrary, as his {enfe of real wants
and neceffities.made him m ¢ fome degree ” dependent
on his neighbors, {o a milinterpretaton or abufe of
the relations thence proceeding, led him to the com-
mifhon of wrongs and injuries, by depending ¢ too
much " upon them.

Max thus becomes a rapacious and overbearing
animal, pronc to take to him{clt the property of an-
other; tond of fubjecting to his own controul the will
of another.  This temper 1s moulded up with the clay
of which heconlifls 5 1tis nourifhed by the breath which
he draws; it fticks to him until the fand of his hour- ..
clals s run out.  In faving this; 1T am not pcunﬂnl}
calling hun a Centaur, or by any other monftrous ap-
pellavon.  The fimple denominauon of the animal [
am dcfernibing, 15 Man.

A correctiox of fuch creatures as thele, difcover
that, with all the iln‘;*trtkciinnﬂ-‘and vices of therr nature,
they can ive beiter n.scivthanin folicude. Butknow-
g that cach member of the affociation has a portion
of the devil in the fefh, they find 1t neceflary o lay
down rules for prevenung the injuftice, and redrefling
the wrong, which every perfon is hiable and likely to
reccive trom thofe who may choole to moleft him.
This conftiutes the bufinefs of legi/lation ; and the car-
rying-legiflauve regulavons m effect, may be termed
governmént,  When a people have little or nothing to
do m forming the governmental regulations under
which they live, they are faid to be governed by others;
when, on the other hand, their laws are enacled and
cntorced by their own body or their reprefentatives,
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they are faid to govern themfelves.  The [ormer are
defpotic, the lauer free governments,

Great difputes have arifen, which of the two forms
1s preferable. Both fides of the controverfy have had
their advocates ana champions. The weght of realon
and argument is unaoubtedly v favor of the right of
inen to govern themielves; and vet the prattice ol a
major part of the human {peces atall tmes, has been
divectly the contrary ; furrcndering the rans and put.
ting them mto the hand ot another,

Tuere 1s onc cafe, mdeed, i which a defpotic gov.
crnment will by every one be conceded 1o be the beft.
And this 15 where the governing power 1s incompar-
ably morc wife and virtuous than the beings to whom
rule 1sgiven. A\ fovercignty, therefore, in which per-
Jeil goodrefs was bicnded withirrefflible firength, would
qucll the turbulence of human difpofitions, reprefs un-
juftifiable attempts of cach upon the other, and cHect
a hcavenly eftablifhment upon canh.

BT man cither refufes fuch agovernment, ifofJered
him, and rebels againit 1t; or declares that he knows
ot no fuch foveragn, to take the management and ad-
miniftration of civil and crimmal aftairs. Hc therefore
Ipurns at all pretenfions fet up.by beings, call them
Kings, Princes, or what vou pleale, not lefs imperfeéd,
and to the full as vicious as himfelf, and treats their
authonty as an ufurpaiion of the privileges of their fel-
low men, and as founded in wiolence and in fraud,
What right has my more flrong or crafty neighbor
to lord 1t over me?



Sixcg, then, it isthe lot of man to hive in focicty, and
fince the {trong will opprels the weak, and the cunning
take advantage of the imple, it has been found dedu-
cible from experience, that the great object for which
lepiflauve government 1s founded, was to provide for
ie prececiion of all, againft the phy ical force and be-
guting flratagems of all.

Ix adjufting the modc of carrying this provifion into
cficct, there has been a difplay of the whole corporcal
and inteliectual force of man.  And in proportion as
the governing power'has acquired more or lefs afcend-
ancy over the bady of the people, have they been {ub-
jected to an adfeiute {way, where all they had to do,
was to obev, or to a mixed authority, in which fome
influence of therr own tempered the will of their mas-
ters.—In fetthng the queflion, who fhould decicie and
who fubmit, the greater part of the wars which have
diftracted focicty, have been undertaken, inevery pe-
riod of hiftory. In the greaier par, the body of in-
habitants have cither furrendered theor privileges in a
confliderable degree to the few, or the few have been
fuccefsful in wrefling them away. This change has,
however, 1n many mftances, been progreflive and grad:
ual; human beings frequently require a great while to
betaught; they are fitter to be governed by others than
to govern themfelves, '

~ Tue forms of government you have adopted, on
the letting up of Independence, was that of Reprefenia-
tive or Democratic Republics.  And thefe, 1t was faid
by political philanthropifts, were to exhibit more tal-
cnts, more virtue, more juftice, morce every thing that

was good, than had ever been brought into operation
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before.  And this, I fondly hope, the experience of
this country will realize.

Y ety I apprchend there have been fome miftakes gcn:
crally entertained concerning republics and republic-
ans. By the latter term, I mean not this or that party
amony them, but the collective body of their citizens.

Tuucinypes, wanowroie with the fidelty of an oracle
of truth, has given fuch a deferipuion of popular rage
and fury, mn the republics of ancient Greece, as almolt
makes one weep to read . The enerey of the Greek
language, directed by the mind of fuch an hiftorian,
was [carcely adequate to convey an idea of the unbrid-
Jed licence and enormity of their condutt.  And this
man did not compile {from ancient records, or from .
fancy ; he noted the manners of his own times, and des-
cribed his own countrymen, acute indeed and intelli-
gent, but unruly, perfidious and ungovernable, as they

wWCre,

Turs charadter given by Thucidydes has been very
little regarded. It contains too much truth and can-
dor to. tickle the ears; and I came not here to tickle
the cars of any man. But a fophifm or falfe maxim
of Montc{quicu has been much dwelt upon,and quoted
as a high authority on the fubje&t. Becaufe the writer
had exprefled in his book, that Virtue was the govern-
ing principle of a democratic or popular government, it
has been taken for granted by that clafs of his readers,
that really republicans were a more virtiiots clafs of
beings than other folks.—Hc had bcen ncarer the
mark, had he {aid the principle of a republic was fus-
picion or diftruft, bottomed upon high notions of per-
fonal importance,
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Frox this idea of {clf-importance proceed {everal
traits ot republican character, which arc - verihed by
all hiitory and oblervauon.

1ft. Ii1s prone to pride.  The man who poflefles
great perfonal independence, and attaches a high va-
Jue to the enjoyment ol i, naturally enough feels proud
of his privileges, and conliders hunfelt as a being of
‘much confequence.  Repubhicans, therefore, calily
perfuade themfclves thevy as free crzizens are of a
better order than the fubjects of monarchies. Such
a {caument s the natural confequence of the doétrine
that every individual 15 @ foveregn, or at lealt pos-
fefles a gorawon of ike foveragaly—This fhould be
counteracied by mnculcauny habits of moderaton and
refpect for others, in the education of youth.,

od. It is given exceedingly to perverfion and mis-
reprefentation. That freedom of {peech and of the
prefs fo much contended for i republican govern-
ments, 1s emploved more than hall the tne in uttering
and diffeminating falfehoods of various forts.  Fabri-
cations conftantly miflcad and perplex the mind. Mis-
ftateincnts beguile and lead altray even thole who are
{crious feckers after truth.  The contriving and {pread-
ing falle news, grows to be a conhderable branch of
bufinefs. Saure and 1nveétive, on account of therr
poignancy, are rchifhed better than any other fort of
compofition. And this depraved habit of mind gives
to many the highell gratification, when meditating the
deftrution of a privale or a public characler.  What
adds to the mafs of mifreprefentauon is, that to dcfeat
the obje&t of onc fet of lies, there muft be an equak
quantity of counter-lies putin circulation. The confe-
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