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FELLOW-CITIZENS,

THE memorable events from which the nations com-
raence an era of happy time, have been ufially celebrated with en-
livened fenfibility and zeal. No events have been commemorated
w’th a nobler fpirit of joy than tho’e which have given eftablifh-
ment to national independence, liberty, and peace. In the joy of
their hearts the people have covered the names and the deeds of
thofe men, to whom they had looked as the {aviors of their country,
with unfading honors.

That the names of thofe illuftrious Statefmen and Heroes, who
have pledged their honors, their fortunes and their lives at the altar
of freedom, may be tran{mitted to pniterity with merited renown,
they are gratefully enrolled in the records of fame.  In almoft ev-
ery country and clime, the people have delighted to honor the pat-
riots and benefa&ors, to whom, under heaven, they attribute their
profperity.  Biographilts and hiftorians have preferved their mem-
ories in the pages of faithful hiftory.  Orators and bards have em-
balmed their names in affe@tionate effufions and gratefu] fongs.
Thus Britain has celebrated her Alfreds and her Edwards, her Sid- -
neys, her Hamdens and her Pitts. Thus Ruflia has immortalized
her Peter the Great, and France her Henrys. Thus Switzerland
has fung her William Tells, and Holland that of the family of
Orange. Yes, and the nations of the carth have, in their public
feftivals, frequently recurred to thofe caufes, whofe effe&ts have ter-
minaced in mighty political revolutions. That lib2rty may be per-
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petuated, the wife and the good, have jorrully occupicd themfelves,
in a review of thole patrictic exertions which have combined in ef-
fe@ing its cltablithment.  Tor this purpofe, days are fet apart for
the celcbration of thofe noble, and heroic achievements, which ought
to be held in lafting remembrance.

Were it proper to enlarge, I might appeul to the hiltory of an-
cient nations in their moft profperous times. Would the time per-
mit, I might prefent to you the citizens of Sparta, and of Perfia,
abforbed in a contemplation of the caufes which had raifed them to
greatnefs and fame : I might exhibit to ycu the patriots of Greece,
and of Rome, occupied in the celebration of events conne&ed with
their revolutions. But I will beg leave to detain you enly with a
tranfient glance at a narrative which is familiar to all our hearers :
1 mean, the hifiory of the Jewifh nation, which is preferved to us in
the infpired volumes. T'rom the memoirs of that people which ate
recorded in the facred pages, it is plain that the inftituiion of certain
feltivals, and the obfervation of inftituted feafons, in commemora-
tion of memorable cvents, are of divine origin.  God, the great, the
almighty God, having condefcended to become the King, the Judge,
and the Lawgiver of the Ifraelitifli people, appointed a variety of
interelting feftivals, to be folemnized at ftated feafons. The fupreme
intention of Jewith feltivals, without controverfy, was, to prefigure
good things to come, in the hingdom and grace of the promifed
Meffiah.  This, Lewever, was not their whole defign.  No, they
were intended, and happily calculated to perpetuate the memory of
God’s mighty works, to firengthen their attachment to the true re-
Jivion, to fun the fire of genuine patriotifm, and cherifh the fpirit of
fraternal lova.  Agrecably, when the Hebrews obferved the feaft of
tiie Panover, and the feaft of Pentecoft, they were occupied in fer-
vices that were both typical and commemorative. 'The feail of the
Pafiover typified our redemption by Jefus Chrift. The feaft of Pen-
tecolt prefigured the defcent of the Holy Ghoft at Jerufalem, at a
ieaion never to be forgotten.  In both, however, it is proper to re-
mark a facred refpe& to the moral and religious interefts of the peor
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ple. 'The defign of the firfl is, to perpetvate thie commenoration of
Ifrael’s deliverance from the thraldem of Egypt, and the tyranny
ot Pi.araoh. The object of the laft was, to render thanks unto God
for the quiet poileflion of that good lund, which had been lorg |
fecured to them by promife.

It is true, my refpe@ed hearers, we have no inftituted feflivals,
no eftablithed rites, in the obfervance ¢f which, we are now requir-
ed to commemorate political revolutions, though unutterably mo-
mentous and intereiting. In our country, however, the anniverfary -
feftival of American Independence, Lias been celebrated with a no-
ble {pirit of patriotifm and joy. And were I permitted to {peak of
mylfelf, I would not fcruple to own to you, that I deem it right,
with affectionate fenfibility, to hail the day, the aufpicious day,
which gave fovereignty and independence to ranfomed America,
I frankly confefs to you, I account it the duty of every truc-hearted
American, to elevate the raptures of this joyful occafion to tle
throne of that Supreme, who has hitherto been our country’s guar-
dian, and our country’s God.

It is through the indulgence of heaven, Friends and Tellow-
Citizens,—It is through the indulgence of heaven, that you are con-
vened to celebrate the memorable era which announces the nativity,
the freedom, the independence of our beloved republic. At ycur
requeft, I have the honor to ftand at the altar of God, and of my
country, to aid you in the fervices of this interefting occaficn.
The principles which have guided my mind in all its contempla-
tions, in reference to the exercifes of this important day—the prin-
ciples which fhall now occupy and influence the effufions cf my
Lieart, in cvery part of the prefent exercife, are fimple and eafily de-
fined. The ftation which I this day deliberately afflume—the clira
a&er which it fhall be my prevailing aim to fuftain, I will nct blufh
to avow. Believe me, my rcfpected hearers, I have not afcended
the chriftian pulpit to-day as the eulogiit of France or Britain. Nor
have I arifen in this facred defk, to arraign, or to criminate the na-
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tions of Europe. It is as a citizen, a free-born citizen of America,
that I ftand now before you. A high fenfe of the eternal right
which my fellow countrymen poflefs, to govern themfelves after
their own choice ; an attachment to liberty, defined and rational
liberty ; a paflion for independence; a love, a genuine, an imperifh.
able love of my country—thefe, Americans, thefe are the principles
and feelings which fhall dire& and influence the tenor of this Ad-
drefs.  Nor are thefe the principles and feelings of the {peaker ex-
clufively.  They were precifely the principles and feelings which,
~ pervading the bofom of every true-hearted American, crowned
with fuccefs our revolutionary firuggle, and gave confirmation to
that independence which we are now aflembled to hail, and to cel-
ebrate.

Fellow-Citizens, a generous love of our country, a fervent affec.
tion for its rights and its privileges, an imperifhable attachment to
its freedom and its glory—thefe, are the paflions which ought to
animate us to-day.

Amongft the virtues which charaflerize and ennoble every
good citizen of a free and happy nation, there is one which claims
to be ranked in the firft, the higheft clafs. It is the love which ev-
ery chriltian patriot bears to his own country.  In the pages both
of civil and of facred hiftory, we are furnifhed with inftances which
ferve to illuftrate and confirm this remark. _To the hiftory of the
Jewith people, recorded in the chriftian fcriptures, I again take lib.
erty to invite your attention. There you have prefented to you,
very noble and friking examples of patriotifim and public {pirit.
Obferve thofe eminent men and diftinguifhed patriots, whofe char.
acters and condu&@ are preferved for our inftruétion in the facred
record. Attend to them when they fpeak of their country. Behold
the emotions with which they are animated whenever they pro-
nounce the name of Zion and of Jerufalem. See with what new,
with what encreafing ardor they are fired on thefe occafions. They
are elevated to lively rapture, they are filled with joy and gladnefs.
Lilten to the language, the ftrong and penetrating languagse with
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which they cxprefs their love to their country. “IfTforgct thee,
O Jerufalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not
remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth”

The love of our country of which I fjeak, is an important
branch of that general benevolence, due to all mankind, to the
exercife of which we are urged in almoft every page of the bi-
ble. Underftood in this fenfe, it is not at all the fame with that
paflion which fometimes prompts the people of one nation to fa-
crifice the rights of another, for their own aggrandifement. A
hatred of other nations can never be pleaded as a tet of love
for our own country. Nor can an ambitious defire of making
conquefts, and laying other nations at the feet of our own, be
ever entitled to the praifes of patriotifm and public fpirit. An
unbounded ambition for domination, whatever guife it may af
faume, or in whatever way it may manifelt itfelf, is, in its nature,
a criminal and pernicious paflion. In every age, and in almoft
every clime, it has done incalculable raifchief to the nations of
the earth. But that love cf our country which is genuine and
real, is ever accompanied with a juft regard to the rights of oth-
ers. Thus attended, it is perfectly confiftent with the fpirit of
pure and univerfal bencvolence. '

'

Of this endearing virtue, thus underftood, the all-gracious
Savior of men, who was a pattern of the moft perfect goodnefs,
hath fet us very noble and alluring examples. He loved his
country, and wept over it. Yes, he loved his country,-and ut-
tered that celebrated, that well known exclamation of true pat-
riotifm—¢ O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, thou that killeft the prophets
and ftoneft them that were fent unto thee, how often would 1
have gathered thy children as a hen gathereth her chickens un-
der her wings, but ye would not.”

/

My brethren, we are affembled to-day on an occafion high-
ly interefting to every true-hearted patriot.  Like us, thoufands
of our fellow-citizens are convened in their feveral places of pub-
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lic refort. One obje& fhould occupy us and them. From the
altar of God and of liberty it behoves both us and them to tak§
a fpark of that holy fire, which can encreafe and ftrengthen the
flame of clriftian patriotifm and love of our country.

This generous audience will pardon the freedom with which I
Lave repeated the phrafe, our country. 1 freely confefs to you it
is, in my view, a phrafe unutterably important and interefting.
Qur country is a phrafe of the moft endearing import. It includes
our friends ; our acquaintance and kindred ; our liberties and lives,
our property and our religion—It includes, in fhort, our greateft,
deareft, nobleft interefts—our temporal, our earthly all. '

There exifts not a people on earth—1I fhall not, I am confident,
be fufpeted of faying too much when I aflert—There exifts not a
people on earth, who ought to feel a more cordial attachment to
their country, than the citizens of America fhould feel. 1Is there
any where a people who have fo little to gain, and fo much to lofe,
by abandoning their country, or throwing off allegiance to the con-
ftitutions of government under which they live ? No, there is not.
Behold then, Americans, the fphere of action, and the path of duty,
this day, prefcribed to us. Anew let us imitate the patriotic men,who,
on the fourth day of July, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy
fix, dared to e. plain the wrongs of America and declare her inde-
pendent of Greatbritain, and who, with a firm reliance on the prd-
fe&ion of divine providence, for the fupport of this declaration,
mutually pledged to each other their lives, their fortunes, and their
facred honors. It was not phrenzy, brethren ; it was ¢ undying
Freedom’s life-enkindled fame” that bid our heroes and our ftatefmen
then declare our couhtry free and independent States. And now
we owe it to God, to ourfelves, and to our children, in firm reliance
on the faume providencc, to determine, as one man, to maintain the
independence of our country, and to trar/mit to pofterity the in-
eftimable inheritance which God has given us. |
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Ineftimable inheritance indeed ! The rights and the privileges,
the freedom and the glory of America ; this is the treafure with
which the Almighty ruler of the univerfe has diftinguifhed our
favoured land. ‘This the fair inheritance which we are bound to
tranfmit untarnifhed to fucceeding generations.

Anmericans,—Liberty is a privilege ir its nature ineftimable,
A privilege for which we have univerfally conceived an early and
an ardent attachment. Our attachment to liberty, moreover,
grows with our growth, ftrengthens with our ftrength, and contin-
ues with our life. 'The love of liberty is an affeGtion which we in-
herxt from our fathers. It is, to ufe the expreflive language of a
celebrated Patriot and Statefman : - it is interwoven with the liga-
ments of our hearts.” It is endeared to us by ten thoufand tender
confiderations. So long as we are capable of poflefling and worthy
of enjoying it, it cannot, I am confident it will not be wrefted from
us. But a capacity for enjoying it muft require juft views of its
nature.—The continued poffeffion of it muft ever fuppofe a well
regulated fate of the body politic.

To the refleting and intelligent mind it is very natural here
to afk—But what is that true, that rational liberty, which is effen-
tial to national profperity and happinefs ! Is this ineftimable privi-
lege incapable of being mifunderftood ? Has it not, in fa&, been
frequently mifconceived, or mifreprefented ? It has been thought by
many, and ft 1l is by fome, that in order that liberty may be real,
it muft be abfolute. But let it be afked, and let intelligence and
candour impartially decide—What is abfolute liberty ! If I do not
altogether mifconceive its nature, abfolute liberty is abfolute power.
Between abfolute liberty and abfolute power my capacities are in-
capable of forming any clear diflin&ion Let it then be, for a mo-
ment imagined, that any one man {hould affume to himfelf abfolute
liberty, or let it be fuppofed that it thould be claimed and exercifed
by an aflociated company of men, what would be the confequence ?
It would follow of courfe, that all the reft muft be in ab/zluse flave
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ery. Or, to take another view of the fubjet—1If it were fuppcfed
that all men, throughout jociety, were invefted with abfolute liberty,
the iTue muft be, the ftate of fociety would be a ftate of abfolute
confufion.

I acknowledge, indeed, thut all have equal rights, and eqnal
claims to the enjoyment of them. But then, man is a focial being,
His principles of fociality urge him to feek union with his fellow
men. When then, he is impelled by his principles, and his fympa-
thies, by his ncceffities and fears, to enter into formed fociety, he
refigns certain rights to be held in truft for his greater good ; and
denies himfelf fuch gratifications as are deemed incompatible with
the general profperity of his affociates.

Although it be admitted that the faculties, the powers, and the
pafiions of all men are by nature, substantially the fame—'-Altbough
it be conceded, that all are equally entited to the full exercife of
their facultics, and to the enioyments thence refultiig ; yet, in order
to prevent abufe and injury, liberty muft be fecured by a conftitution
—it muft be regulated by a law.

I am {ully aware that there have been fome difpofed to think"
thot government is the only foc of which liberty has reafon to
‘be afraid. Hence the caution with which power is ufually given
to rulers. Hence too the barriers that have been erected againft its
akufe. Power indeed may be abufed. But there is an infinite dif-
ference between the abufe of power, and the legitimate, the confti-
tutional adminiftration of a well organized government. Liberty,
as well as good government, rcquires that the implements of retali-
ation and revenge be kept from: the grafp of the enraged
multitude.  Liberty as well as good government requires, that
the fword of juflice be put into the hand of the civil magif-
trate.  Liberty as well as good gcvernment requires, that we
entruft our property tu the laws, and our protection to the gov-
ernment.
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To the lafting prefervation of our liberties, it is not lefs ne-
ceflary that we fhould, as citizens of America, refpe@® and regard
our conftitutions of civil gevernment, than that we fhould under-
ftand and affert our rights. In order to this, it is required of
us, as a free people, to cherith a {pirit of union and harmony.
«The uniiy of government which conflitutes you one people”—
they are the words of the illuftrious WasuingTon, m his addrefs to
the American people——*The unity of government which con-
ftitutes you one people, is a main pillar in the edifice of your
real independence, the fupport of your tranquility at home, and
your peace abroad ; of your fafety, of your profperity, of that
very liberty which you fo highly prize.”

The individuals whd have not confidered the fubjed, cannot
eafily conceive, will not immediately feel the importance and nre-
ceflity of national union, and national harmony. But know,
Americans, that national union is fuited to have an important
influence on all your enjoyments in times of profperity and peace.
It is effential to yourfalvation in izafons of perplexity and al. rm.
I will make no apology for addrefling you again in the inimita-
ble language of the renowned Patriot and Statefman, whofe name
I havc pronounced above.  “It is of infinite moment that you
thould properly cflimate the immenfe value of your national union,
to your colle&ive and individual happinefs 3 that you fhould cheriil
a cordial, habitual and immoveable atiachment to it, acct:toming
yourfelves to think and {peak of it as of the palladium of your polit-
ical fafety and profperity ; watching for its prefervation with jealous
anxiety ; difcounterancing whatever may fuggeft even a fufpicion
that it can, in any event, be abandoned ; and indignantly frewning
upon every attempt to alienate any portion of cur country from the
reft, or to enfeeble the facred ties which fhould link togeiticr the
various parts.” )

Such were the inltru&ions, and fuch the admonitions of the
:mmortal Wasuingron. It is painiul, it is diftrefling to think thoi



12

00060000

any arguments are needful to conciliate attention to counfels, fo pa-
rental and important.  But does unicn, that noble prerequifite to
national profperity, require to be urged by motives? Motives ure
not wanting. All the inducements of fympathy and intereft, com-
bine to invite, to conftrain you to cultivate general union, and fra-
ternal Jove, as 2 main prop of national liberty, indepenéience and
peace. Believe me, brethren, it is time, it is full time that our coun.
try fhould fcel an immediate and particular intereft in union. It is
affuredly full time to rife above the dividing influence of diftintive
appellations.  You are called Federalifts—you are called Repub-
licans. It is permitted to you to retain the titles.  « We are all
Federalits ; we are all Republicans.”  But remember, I adjure
you, there is another, an appropriate name which belongs to us in
our national capacity. Already you have, I prefume, anticipated
my meaning—you already know it is the name of AMERICAN,
I here intend. Enrolled under this name, we may become one
undivided whole, animated by one common foul. Bound together
Lty the gentle influence of a name fo dear, fo infpiring, there fhould
be no place for difcord or faltion to reign ; nothing to caufe divi-
fion ; nothing to prevent the affe&ions of all our citizens to mingle
and unite together, like fcattered drops of water, when they come
within the fphere of mutual attradtion. ‘Thus would the cord of
amity, tenderly, vet frongly, draw together the various porticns of
our country. Thus would fubje@s be united to the intereft of rul-
ers, and rulers attached, by enlarged aflection, to thofe over whora
they are appointed to prefide,

Thefe confiderations {peak a language to every intelligent citizen,
at once perfuafive, and eafy to be underftood. Imprefled with thefe
confiderations, the continuance of union will become, in every vir-
tuous mind, an object of primary importance, and pattiotic defire.
But there is one thing more. It is union that tends to make every
iree fuate firong and invincible. So juft is the aphoriim, United, ve
stand ; divided, we fall. "The power and ability of every mem-
ber un'ted, is the power and flrength of a flate or nation. This
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is true, whether we coniider this firength as confifting cither in
wifdom, intereft, or bodily exertion.

It is, affuredly, unutterably happy, when the naticnal govern-
ment is well calculated to give efficacy—to give permanency to
national union. It is here, [ think, our conftitution of government
obvioufly and emiinently triumphs. It is calculated to draw the
bond of union around every fedion of our ccuntry,and to blefs
the cottages of indigence, as well as the abedes of wealth. The
conftitution of our government, like the fun in the firmament, ex-
tends its benign and cheering irfiuences to all. It prote@s the
poor in the pofleflion of their legal rights; it reflrains that info-
lence which is too often the offspring of accumulited wealth ;
it fets bounds to the prerogatives of power, and fays, even to
magiftracy fupreme, hithertr, and no farther does thy power ex-
tend. Here, then, the rich and the pcor may meet and ming'e
together, and thus be flzong—Dbe thus invincible.

Had this day, my refpected hearers, returned aufpicious as for-
mer anniverfaries, I fhould have finifhed this addrefs with an affec-
tionate tribute to the former glories and future profpeéts of my
country. But .t a time in which dark and gloomy clouds hang over
the hopes of our nation ; when varied paflions attribute this afpet
of public affairs to various caufes, my heart forbids me tc clofe this
exercife, without glancing a moment at the evil, and hinting the

remedy.

That there is at this inftant, a fhaking among the nations of
the earth, requires no confirmation. ‘That embarraflments are felt,
and fears excited in our own country, you need not now be told.
Apprehenfion and alarm are alive in many hearts. We {race thofe
evils to different caufes. Scme men exclaim, the unbounded am-
bition of one foreign nation has plotted againft our freedom, our
independence, and our peace. Others cry, the avarice and the in-
Jufiice of another, have fought to reduce and ruin us. That fchemes
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«.{ this kind have been deviied, and their excecution contemplated,
may, for aught I know, be true. Yet I cherilh a lively confidence
in God, that if we cultivate the {;i1it of national union, and nation-
al virtue, fchemes like thefe fhall never, of themfelves, be.able to
fap our eftablihments. If public danger roufes vs to individual
ferioufnefs and piety—If it prompts us to tixc exercilc of confidence
in God ; reiiance on his providence, and obedience to his voice, our
conftitutions of government, the independence of our country, will
never be uprooted by foreign enemics, however powerful. The
danger, my brethren, lies nearer home—It is to te found among
ourfelves. If you confult the records of hiftory, vou will find that
the nations of the earth have rifen to ditingaificd eminence. or
funk to contempt and milery, by the character they have formed
for themfelves, for virtue or vice, religion or infidelity. If you
confult the facred volumes you will be affured that righteoufnefs
exalteth a nation, and that vice is not only the reproach, but alio a
depreflion to any people. Impiety and immorality, are the eternal
encraies of freedom. It is public depravity that has ufually paved,
and will, forever, pave the way for public calamity.

Whatever opinions may be entortained of the feenes which are
now pafling before us, or of the various a&ors that are occupied in
them ; this I apprehend will not be denied—We are an ungrateful,
undutiful, finful people. Yes, my brethren, we and our country
have finned. The word of God declares it. The judgments of
heaven attteft it. Qur own confciences bear witnefs to the truth.
And if the heart of the fpeaker were at this moment fuitably affe@-
ed with the fa&, he would lift up his voice Like a trumpet, he wonld
ery aloud and not fpare—he would fhow his people their tranfgref-
fions, and their fins. O, my Country, how haft thou finned againft
thy guardian God. The God who girded thee in thy infancy—
who fhielded thee in the day of battle—who conduéted thee to con-
queft, and exalted thee to the honour cf an independent exiftence.
. Alas, my rountry ! how bafe thine ingratitude ! how aggravated

thine impiety ! R

-
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And 1s there no relicf; no fulvation for our endangered coun-
try? Is our wound incurable, that refufeth to be healed 2 No,
cternal praifes to the Lord it is not. If we now turn every one of
us from our evil ways—If we turti to God with our whole hearts,
our nation may yvet be fate ard happy—Our republic be vet prof-

perous and triumphant—Our independence flill be fixed on a bafis
immovable and lafting.

In the lively hope of an iffue fo important and fo happy, let us
anticipate the fcenes of future days, when the dark impending
cloud fhall be overblown, and years fhail fill revolve, bright with
the fplendour of Liberty’s refulgent beams. Lot us fUll indulge the
hope, that our ranfomed country fhall be the feat of fcience, of re-
ligion, and of freedom, till the fun himfelf grow dim with age—till
all the rolling wonders which furround this globe drop {rom their
fpheres—-—till final ruin, in her fiery car, pervades creation, and the
ftupenduous works of nature are loft in chaos und the womb
of nig}it.




