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Surron, sth Fuly, 1809.
DEar Six, .
‘ THE Committee, chofen by the Gentlemen who at.
tended the celebration of our American Independence yefterday,
return you thanks, for your truly elegant, patriotic and impartial
Oration, pronounced before them, and requeft a copy for the
Prefs.
‘ With the bigheft refpeft,

We arey Dear Sir,
Your Friends, and Humble Seyvants,

CALEB BURBANK,

AMASA BRAMAN,

DANIEL TENNEY, Jux.
Rev. EDMUND MiLes.

N m—
GeNrLEMER, Svgrorn, Yuly §» 1309.

_ I recerve with very pleafing fenlibility the favorable
opinion, you have the. complaifance to expref, relative to the perfor-
mance of yefterday. As I had returned from a journey but a few
days previous to the recently celebrated period, and frequent in-
terruptions in that fhort fpace, f/ime difference may appear in it,
from the prefs. In ‘ubmitting it, however, to publication there
may be a failure of even proper folicitude for perfonal reputation,
and what is more, for the fatisfation of thofe who may attempt
ite perufal.

I bawe ipe plegfure to be,
Gentlemeny avith bigh refsef,
’ Your cordial friend and very Inomble fervant.
EDMUND MILLS.

Leneral CALEB BUuRBANK,
Do&or Amasa Braman,
Licut. Daxirt TEXNEY, JUN,
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AN

ORATION.

Friznps aNp Ferrow~Crtizews,

YOU will give me leave 10 congratulate you,
on this anniverfary period of owr National Inde-
pendence ; and efpecially, that the information re-
ceived from your refpeftable eommittee, relative
to its celebration, is fo perfeftly at agreement
with the focial feelings of man. By them it is un-
derftood, that all difcordant paffions, and inter-
ruptive remarks, are to be excluded from the
juftifiable feﬁivfty of the prefent occafion. In
teftimony of this, will ftand forever your honor-
able propofal, relative to a coalefcence in the
folemnizaticn of the event before us.  If there-
fore, the fire of party fpirit be requifite to con-
ftitute our happinefs this day, we fhall have buta
miferable time of it. If, pouring cenfure and
contempt upon fellow.citizens be requifite, to give
vivacity and hilarity to the focial fcene, we fhall
have neither life nor fpirit. If, criminating or
applauding men or meafures, fo congenial to
the {pirit and mode of thefe times, be requifite, to
give us a dignified fland, then we fhall do well to
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be content with one that is low. And, indeed,
if making any obfervations, or exhibiting any
conduét wearing an unfocial' unfriendly afpe€t,
belong to a grateful recognition of the event, by
which we are convened, then be fatisfied, that it
pafs without further notice. We hefitate not to
fay, thefe things are all prohibited any part or lot,
in the arrangements, or tranfattions of the day,
They are riot only fecluded: from thie province we
occupy, but are doomed to have the curtain of
cblivion drawn over them,

Perceiving then, Fellow-Citizens, that you
are not convened for the purpofe of calling to re-
membrance, the fins and follies of our country,
nor for reviewing the dreary parts of the way,
through which we have paffed, it is with pleafurc
the prefent ftand is now taken. The objett there-
fore, fhall be to pronounce fentiments worthy of
this audience, and which fhall be opportunely
chofen, interelting and important, in the view of
this numerous, and refpe@allec aflembly.  In the
mean time, thould there be a failure of difcerning
either time cor judgment, as to any thing that may
be faid, you will have tae guodnefs to afcribe it
to the want of {kill, not of defire.

WitH thefe impreffions we proceed ferenely,
god with hopz of {uccelsto enquire, 1N wuaT may-
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NER CAN THE §TATE OF SOCIETY BE MELIDRATREDy
AND ITS§ WAHPINESS OF CONSEQUENCE INCREASED P
T uis inquiry, amidft the exilling: painful de-
rangements of focial order,. feemeth to alleviate
the ingenuous feeling mind, and irrefiftibly to
occupy its attention ; and fhould it receive a
juft, proper, and diftin&t anfwer, in thecourfe of
the following remarks, the obje&t. m view wauld.
be gained, and delufive calculations would be
proftrated. Here it may be obferved,. that inre--
{heft to the periods of the world, and of nations,
in which to make the prefent inquiry, relative to:
focial felicity, there is doubtlels coufiderable of &
choice. |
Tns fame holds true, in refpe@ to any
point, within the limits of human inveftigition,
An inquiry; totally pertinent at one period,
might lofe all its pertinency at another, and the
fame inquiry,urged by things exiflingin one place,
might be rejefted, by things exifting in another,
The ftate of fociety, if properly heeded, will gen.
erally fuggeft the moft interefling, and the
moft feafonable obfervations. Were an inquiry to
be brought forward at prefent, in regard to aftro-
nomy, mathematics, or chymiftry, it would be
thought very untimely introduced. Thereisa
time, however, or feafon, {uitable forevery thing,
1n its place, and to afcertain this, and be at agree-
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ment with it, is the principal thing to -be heeded,
in every public addrefs. Fortunately introduced,
therefore, is that inquiry, for which, the human
mind is previoufly prepared, and for. the illuftra-
tion, underftanding, and reception of which,
furrounding events and circumftances, all give
their united aid. The prefent inquiry,is conceiv-
ed to be thus favored. If fo, the very propofal
of it may {feem to be, about the whole that is re-
quifiteerthe mind thus aided, will. need but very
little affitance from any other refource. Every
man-is taught by his own experience, that the ftate
of fociety needs meliorating, and by his own ob.-
fervation, that events, unufual in their rapidity,
and alarming in their afpeft, are pafling over the
world. . The prefent period then, may be notice-
able, for inftruflive leflons. It may exceed any
previous one, in refpe& to the acquirement of in-
telligence, and the urgency of making a proper
ufe of it. It may indeed be, the moft opportune
feafon, for afcertaining the manner, without the
leaft delufive reliance, by which the {tate of {ocie-
ty can be amended, and its happinefs of confe-
quence increafed. And efpecially correét is this
fentiment thought to be in regard to this country?
If it be admitted that fociety may have affigned
to it. three general flates, namely, that of rude-
nels, that of refinement, and that of decay, it ma-
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Terve to juftify in part, the opinion which is now

advanced.  In the rude ftate of faciety, men ap-

pear to be feebly united, to adopt fome fpecies

of government, to begin theexercife of the powers
of reafon, to difplay faigly the {ocial virtues, and
to aft under the obfcure light of morality. In
the refined ftate, human abilities arrive to their
greateft glory, the arts and [ciences are cultivated,

induftry and affluence join hand in hand, pleafing

profpe&s are indulged, and focial affe&ions have
the firongeft influence upon the fentiments abd
conduft of men. In the third ftate of fociety,
are e painful marks of declenfion and decay,
perfe@ly congenial to the fate of all things tem-
poral, To continuelong in the fame fate, s
not in the nature of human affairs. . The circum-
ftances of mankind are ufually changing for the

better, or for the worfe.  Their manners are in -
the {fame flu&uating condition ; and they fcarce
arrive to the ftandard of refinement, to the golden
age of fociety, but they begin imperceptibly to
decline. 'When opulence is acquired, its natural
attendants, haxury and effeminacy ftep forward,
eneryate the finews of fociety, and its glory de-
preciates and haftens to extinflion.  Thefe are
the impreflions that will naturally be made upoun
the human mind, in confequence of a general
view of the progrels and decline of fociety.
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- ‘Mignca,.it-is a clear pointy that in its declin-
ing ftate, an inquiry relative to its happinefs,
would meet buta miferable attention, and there-
fore, ‘would not ccnamly be chefen. Equally
clear is-it, that a fimila inquiry weuld meet a
fimilar fate, in the rudc‘late, and for the fame
reafon, What then,is to be the fate of this in-
quiry at prefent ! To doom it to a miferable at.
tention, on the ground of being, by the defignat-
ing fcale of fociety, either in that of rudenefs, or
declenfion, we fhall furely have no heart; and

. were we even thus difpofed,we could net do it,be-
caufe, we evidently are, in the intermediate pro-
vince, Togiveit a treatment, therefore, becom-
ing thofe in the province where the energies of
the mind are awake and eéfficient, will be in-
difpenfible. Whether we be far advanced in this
flate, or have many grades to afcend toreach the

- height of-it, fill, we may have arrived to that
ftand in fociety, which is peculiarly 'favourable,
to the contemplation of meafutes for its peace,
and profperity. It may, indeed, greafly alléviate
even the public mind at this period, worn out of
paticnce with the follies of the day, to advert to
an inquiry of the nature of that before us. And
{urely, there is no point within the province of

«<ivil concernments, to which attention can be
turned to greater advantage.  Efgecially, con-
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fidering that the fage of focisty, at which we now
are, prefents more ufeful and. folid infiru&ion,
whereby to form juft conceptions of things, re-
quifite to its melioration, than have ever fallen,
within the  reach: of any people. Is it not con-
ceeded and withoutexception,that this country has
been-peculiarly priviledged ;—¢ that with refpeét
to their government and its adminiftration, they
have poffeffed their whole hearts defire.” Is it not |
granted, that an experiment has been made in
thefe United States, for peace and profperity, on
the higheft calculating {cale, that was ever formed
in'the political world—that no pcople, ever fat
forward with more plcaling, and promifing afpeéts,
and that, the pleafures of {ocial intercourfe were
anticipated, in their molt attrative charms ? And
. what has been the amount? Have the profpefis
been maintained, and the calculations carried for-
ward upon as high a key, as conftrufted ? Expe-
rience indeed, has taught us that the happinefs
and glory, fo much talked.of, at home, and
abroad, have not in truth, been realifed. Are
we not therefore, at that ftage in fociety, which
prelents opportunity for contemplatio:s in re-
{pet to its meliovation, and confequent peace,
lefs entangled with dclufive ideas, than at any
former period ? On this ground there are a few

things, which deferve a diftin&, and momentary
5o '
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confideration.  Let it therefore, be confidered,
whether, at this period of the world, found expec-
tations can be entertained, that the ftate of focie-
ty will be much foftened, its roughnefs hewn off,
and its happinefs materially increafed, by any
manner, or form of - civil government, which can
be adopted ? We readily grant, that high calcu-
lations have often been made from this fource, as
to focial peace and profperity, We alfo grant.
it probable, that fome forms of civil government
admit, of better profpefts than others, neverthe-
tefs, it will now be a given point, the ftate of fo-
Cicty, may be miferable, under any form, of what-
ever nature or defcription. What civil conftitu-
tion is the beft, or what mode of government, is
“molt adapted to promote the peace and happinefs
of mankind, remains in a ftate of indecifion, that
is, a univerfal agreement on this head, has not as
yet, been formed. Thereis doubtle{s, however,
fome one form of civil government, which de-
{ervedly has the preference of all others. And be
it {0, indeed, that we in this country, are diflin-
guithingly favoured in this regard—admit ¢ thata
comparifon of our condition with that of any
other people, muit be fufficient to convince every
one, of the eiviable fituation in which we are
placcd, and of the fuperior means aftorded us, of
cnjoving ali the bleliings, of which focial life 1s
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capable,” neverthelefs, have thefe blefsings in foB
been enjoyed P Has there not been, an aiarming
fufpenfion of them ? Has it not fo happened, that
with the very beft of civil conftitutions in our
hands, the pleafures of {ocial intercourfe, and "all
the endearing charities of life, have been very
much, and very painfully interrupted ? Indeed,
has it not been juftly remarked, ¢ that unlefs we
can prevail on ourfelves, to foften our afperities,
to yield a portion of our prejudices, to the com-
mon good, we put in imminent hazard, the morals
and profperity of the citizens, and even the fafety,
and frcedom of the commonwealth.” If fo, there
refults but flender hope,. as to the happinels of
{ociety, from the beft {yftem of civil government,
ever formed, or adopted.

Anp further, let it be confidered, whether
smuch expeflation can be juftifiably entertained,
relative to the melioration, peace and happinefs
of {ocicty, by the diffufion of knowledge, ever fo
extenfively made ? Very confident have been the
hopes of many, that if corre& information conld.
ve difleminated, it would cure men, of every
thing amifs, both in fpeculation and praflice.
‘Thatif jult views were received, of their civil
conilitutions, of the leading points of government,
of men and meafures, together with the fecds
of general knowledge, focicty would feel, dirett-
Iy and permanently, their happy effefls. Itisar



[ 12 ]
once granted, that the diffufion of knowledge is
an important objeét, and that it merits univerfal
attention. To this truth, the exertions of the
Commonwealth, and of the Country in general,
bear indeed very honorable teftimony. If intel-
ligence then, be highly interefting, as it refpefs’
mankind at large, particularly, is it fo in regardto -
a people ¢ in whom by the conftitution, all power
refides, and who, for their profperity, fafety, and
happinefs, have inftituted civil government.”
And yet, as inthe religious province, fo in the
‘¢ivil.” In the religious province, a man, though
he have all krowledge, and underftanding all
' myfteries, and remove’ mountains, may notwith-
ftanding, be a miferable member of religious fo-
ciety, So in the civil province, though a man,
Know every thing that ought to be done, and the
beft time of doing it, though he penetrate the
whole circle of jurifprudence, and thus feem rea-
dy to every good word and work, he may not-
withftanding, be a miferable member of civil fo-
ciety. There is alas, too much of truth in the ob-
fervation fometimes made, that the moft intelli-
gent, are often the moft mifchevious, and def-
tru&tive members of {ociety.  We do not mean,
however, to {ay any thing with a view, to enervate
exertions for the acquirement of knowledge,
We do not mean to depreciate in the minds of
any, fo important an obje@&—neverthele(s, we do
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mean to {ay, that calculating upon a better, im.
proved ftate of fociety, fo as to increafe its felici-
ty from the diffufion of knowledge fimply, is pro-
ceeding in near relation to the forlorn hope.

A~ this is not all, we ought for a moment
further to inquire, whether unfhaken reliance can
be indulged, that fociety will proceed regularlyy
and’its happinefs be increafed, from the eonfider.
ation of the very beft rulers ? Here, we wifh to
fpeak with the utmoit caution, and to acknowl.
edge, the incalculable blefling, conferred on any
people, who have their public concernments,
lodged in the hands, of upright and fkilful men.
That things were ifually, in a defirable train with
the people of Ifrael, when favoured with good
rulers, cannot be denied, Equally applicable,
to any other people, may haye been the fame
truth, when indulged with the fame bleffing, Rill
there have been noticeable exceptions.  Painful
inftances of this kind, prefenting interefting in-
ftruftion, may be found in the hiftory of . .ations.
Faétls, however, of this defcription, which have
taken place in our own country, and which all
of us may recognize, will be the moft convincing.
Under the prefidency then, of even WasuingTON
bimfelf, it is well known, the feeds of incalculdble
mifchief, and-abufe were fown. Not only fo, but
open infraflions of laws, by citizens, under the
beflt goverpment, and adminiftration were com.
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mitted, and a painful ncceffity introduced, for a
fummon to arms. Striking evidence this, indeed,
that no infallible connexion fubfifts, between the
regular, meliorated, happy ftate of fociety, and
the very belt rulers, and therefore reliance ought
not to be placed upon it, from this confideration.
"The inquiry then returns, in what manner can
the obje& in view be effefted, or muft we leave it
in a ftate of defparation ? Are we cut off, from the
pleafing hope of thofe bleflings, of which {ocial
life is capable ? Can any way be pointed out, for
the mclioration and confequent happinefs of man-
kind, upon which reliance izay indeed be placed ?
Verily, there is no need for the leaft defpondency,
in regard to this point, for, by the reception only,
of patriotic fentiments,and the exhibition of patriotic
condu&, fociety rifes, to its moft eligible flate. This
it is conceived, is a jult, proper, and diftin& an-
fwer, to the inquiry before us, and it is believed
the only fure one, that can be given. By the re-
ception of patriotic fentiments, and the exhibition
of patriotic conduét, every thing pertaining to the
peace, profperity, and happinefs of fociety, is
pleafingly introduced,and fafely protefted. This
nanner, therefore, of thinking and living, would
powerfully opcrate to cure men, of whatever may
be amifs in their political creed, or praflice.—It
is the very thing nceded in this country. It is
the very thing requifitc, to complcte the glory, of
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the civil ftand we have taken. Let the prefcrip-
tion, therefdre, now propofed be followed, and
the objeé in view is totally gained. The lan-
guage and condu& of fools, would fubfide, for
there would be none of this defcription. On the
other hand, difregard patriotic fentiments, and
patriotic condu&, and be the government, of
whatever nature, or kind it may, be the diffufion
of knowledge ever foextenfive, be the rulers the
very beft men, flill the mifery of man, will be
great upon him,and focialorder will be proftrated.
Do we wifh then, to fee the ftate of fociety
foftened, and improved, its peace and hap-
pinefs increafed, the way is obvious, perfettly
oren to, and within the limits of every man,
“Every one has it in his power to regard his coun-
try more, than his own will, or his own will,morc
than his country, and when the latter becomes
true of a man, he becomes, unfit to be a meawmber.
of afree flate. No good reafon canbe given,
why any man, be his profeflion, occupation, or
condition what it may, fhould fall behind the an-
cient Spartans and Romans, as to patriotic. prin-
ciples, or condut.  Their patriotiim, is well’
known, and has been juftly admired ; and {'ure'ly:;,
. it ought not to fhine with lefs brilliancy in mod.
dern times. To cherifh in our bofoms, this no-
ble paflion, and to give it a proper difpiay, it is

requifite,” ¢“ to prrfne our private iniereity, ia
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fubordiaation, to the good of our country, to be
cxa@ples in it, of virtue and moralify, to choofe
for rulersy the beft friends of its conftitution and
its liberties, to embrace every opportunity for ad-
vanceing its prolperity, to contribute for the de-
fence and fupport of our country, and ifneed - _,
to die for it,” Thefe are among th~ duties of p1-
triotifm, and which every man who has the hap-
pinefs, 10 be acitizenof the United States, owes
20 his country. | .

W irh fentiments of this de’criptiu::. fupport.
ed by correfpondent coadufl, we may look for-
ward, aad give indulgence, to the moft pleafing
profpefls. Wemay expelt, fpeedily, the funeral
of party fpirit, and without any attendants. We
may with reafon anticipate the very height of na-.
tional glory and felicity. Prefent appearances
in the. United States, after a longand tedious
cclipfe, are indeed aufpicious. Already have
they been welcomed with that warmth of attach-
ment, which rational liberty infpires. Duely to
eftimate its juft rights, the public mind, is nevef:
better prepared, than when emerging from a flate
of dapreflion.  Be it then our care, by patriotifm
in heast, and in deportment, to fofter our rights,
and hand them down unimpaired cven to. the
latelt pofterity, |

FINIS,



