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The Committee of Arrangements for the Cele-
bration of the Fourth of July, prefent their compli-
ments to Prefident. Messir, and requeft him to
favour them #ith™ a” copy ‘of his excellent ORA-
TION, delivered yefterday, for the yrefs.

WirrLiaMm ALLEN,

Tuomas P. Ives,. _

James BurriLe, jun.

{:un WiirrLE,

ILETAM - LARNAD,
.HENEY SMITH,

- - WHEEgLER MARTIN,

- Providencey, Fuly 5,-1803. -

Town's Committee o
Arrangements.
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- Providence, ‘Fuly 5, 1803.

To the Committee of  Arrangements, and
through them to the Citizens of the Town of Pro-
vidence, the_following ORATION, with fervent
wifhes for their progrefs in knowledge, virtue and
religion, is refpe&fully dedicated, by their friend

and fﬁl’Vﬁﬂt’ S MSSHER '
KON o . ASA ME R.
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I’I’ is impoffible, fellow-citizens, to feel -:th,e
{pirit of this anniverfary, without the ideal prefénce

b J -

of thofe important fcenes whieh-gave it'birth. In-
vincible neceffity will, therefore, impel you to ecaft
back the eye of refleflion on the calamitous times
of feventy-fix; and, while your hearts vibrate with
the profpeét of them, you will infenfibly catch the
flame which then burft on the world, and melted
the chains of flavery which were forging for our
country. In the ardour of your imagination you
will fee the town of Bofton invefted by a band of
mercenary foldiers; her commerce profcribed, her
citizens maflacred. ~ You will fee-the-blood running
from the veins of your ‘Lexington ‘brethren, You
will hear the roaring of cannon from Bunker’s aw-
ful mount, and the groans-of your wounded, dying
friends. You will fee the drawn {word of defpo-
tifm hanging over your own i.:ads, and threatening
yourifelves with chains, or death. Loaded with in-
fult, abufe and danger, you will feel yourfelves
crowding with your fellow-citizens to the American
Randard, and pledging your property, your honour
and your lives, for the welfarc of your country.—
In the midft of this wakeful dream, while your
hearts arc beating high with perturbation and alarm,
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you will hear 2 voice, declaring in thundering acs
cents, that ¢ thefe United States are, and. of right
ought to be, free and independent.”’—You will look
over the whole hiftory of the revolutionary war;
the monftrous madnefs and tyranny which occafion-
ed it; the diaholical cruelty with which it was car-
gvied on; the dark, loathfome malignity of cur ene-
mies—but tite fortitude and perfeverance of our
fellow-citizens ; their inflexible intrepidity in the
depths of danger and diftrefs ; their noble, patrio:-
ic difintereffediiefs; their fixed, united determina-
tion never to wear the chains of flavery ; and finally
the wonderful interpofitions -of divine Providence,
in promoting their exertions, and in enabling them
to triumph over their more powerful . and haughty
foes, and to crown themfelves with freedom aud
independence.—But, though it 1s impoflible to feel
the {pirit of this anniverfary without refleftions of
this kind, fill there are refleflions of another kind
which ought at leaft to coale{ce with them. Thofe
days of darknefs ave gone, Thole tyrannical ftrug.
gles to tax us without our confent, and to render
us the fervile tributartes of an arbitrary, overbear-
ing flep-mother, have been baffled. The rod of
the oppreflor has been broken. Our freedom and
independence have been eftablithed. If we cannot
forget, let us forgive thofe hoftile invaders of our
rights, and let us  hold them, as. we hold the reft
of mankind, enemies in war; in peace, friends.”

- Since the eftablifhment of our freedom and inde-
pendence, 1t has become a matter of greater mo-
ment to afcertain how they may be preferved, than
whence they originated. - For if we cannot preferve
them, the mere recollieftion that they were once
cftablithed will be extremely painful and mortify-
ing. If, indeed, thefe fublime {ubjefls of our rejoic-
ing fhould ever be wrefted from us, may no lettes
of our hiltory, after the declaration of independence,
be {uflered to efcape the flames. Let it never bg
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told that ‘we had once'bioken the yoke of bondage,
and had made ourfelves free and independent ; but
let all future generations confider us, as they well
might, a race of defpicable mortals, fit only to wear
the manacles of defpotifm.-=On this occafion, then,
you will permit me to folicit your candour, whiie I
{uggeflt a few thoughts on the means of preferving
our freedom and independence.

- It is at once obfervable; that the ftate of things in
this nation differs radically from that in almoft any
other. Inthe greateft part of what is called the civi-
lized world, the greateft part of the inhabitants are
floomed to wear the fhackles of defpotic power.
Having no voice either in the forra of government,
or in the choice of ruiers, or in the enaBion of laws,
they are mere cyphers in the political ¢ye. The
tulers are eyery thing: the people, nothing. Hence
in thofe countries the permanency of any political
{yftem muft depend chiefly on the ftability of the
men in power. They give a colour to the whole
nation ; and you may Jnfer the ftate of the nation
from that of the court. If the court is compofed
of bad men, the nation muft be wretchud; if of
good men, the nation may be happy.-—In this coun-
try the {cene is reverfed. Freedom is our birth-
right.  We choofe our own form of government,
our own rulers, and in them our own laws. Hence
in this country the permanency of any political {yf-
tem muit depend not fo much on the ftability of
our rulers, as of our nation.—I am fenfible, indeed,
that we are wont to make large calculations cn the
proceedings of our rulers. When their laws coin-
cide with our views, we are wont to imagine that
all our national concerns are in a happy train:
when the oppofite happens, we are wont to imagine
that all 1s loft. In this, however, we are taking
but a partial view of the fubje&. For, however
defirable it is that ocur rulers fhould ena& good
laws, or lamentable that they thould ena& bad ones,
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fhill it mif-be remembered ihat neither they -them-
felves, nor the-laws which they enat; can claim a
permanent exilence ; and- hence that -all the. good
or evil which they can produce, will be but tempo-
rary. Notwithftanding all oururejoicings or lament.
ations at the eleflion of good or' bad rulers, the
whole {ceney at-the very next elefion, may be en-
tirely changed.  Unlefs, therefore, we canfind fome
balis of cdlcylation more permanent than that which
at any time can be found in the complexion of our
rulers, all our future political profpe&ts mult ever
be clouded with doubts and uncertainties.—~As all
our civil powers originate from the nation, it is
manifelt that our civil policy will vibrate with the
vibrations of the nation. Hence our attention muft
be efpecially. direfted to the nation itfelf, when we
with to calculate on the continuation of our civil
privileges. Let the nation be right, and the rulers
and laws will be right of courfe. - |

On this ground I apprehend that a general diffu.
fion of knowledge among our citizens is effential to
the prefervation of our freedom and independence.
A very ignorant man mult be but wretchedly quali-
fied to make up a corre€t judgment on national
concerns. Let his intentions be ever {o upright, he
will be almoft 25 likely to vote-for a wrong, as for a
right meafure. A fair ftory, told by a defigning
neighbour, may turn him in almoft any dire&ion,
and make him inftrumental of promoting perhaps
tl e moft wicked intentions. If a large portion of
the nation fthould at any time be made up of {uch
men, fhould we not be in the moft imminent dan-
ger ? Would there not be an ample field forintrigue
and deception? Would not the moft artful, or the
mofl eloquent men, be likely to bear off the prize?
And might not thoufands of honclt, well-meaning
citizens be made the inftrements of ruining not on-
ly their fricnds and ncighbours, but even them-
{felves ?—It is impoflible; on any ground, to believe
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that a ftate of genera] ignorance is compatible with
the permanency of civil freedom. . Prejudices of the
moft deep-rooted and peltiferous kind are always
found in the company of ignorance ; and it.is well
known that men, hurried on by prejudice, are always
Jiable to be carried into the moft dangerous extremes.
Whether you are right or wrong, will make no part
of the enquiry of fuch men. Evidence will not af-
fett them more than it will 2 flone.  You may rea-
fon with them, but your labour will be loft. They
are fully fatisfied with their prefent views; and
hence are as much prepared, perhaps before as after
trial, to acquit or condemn. What difcord, what
danger might not prejudice excite, when extenfively
diffufed 2mong a nation, holding its own deftiny in
its own hands! And .yet prejudice is the infepara-
ble companion of ignorance. How extremely dan-
gerous, then, muft ignorance be in a frec country !
—In Spain, or Ruflia, or Turkey, .the cafe is very
different. In any country, where the will of the
prince is the law of theland; where the obje& of
. government is to. enrich fome, by impoverifhing
others; where the:people have no voice but that of
homage and adulation, the dominion of ignorance
may there be the very prelervation of government.
There the diffufion of knowledge would certainly
generate ¢ivil. convulfions; for nothing but igno-
rance can render men contented in a flate of flavery,
=—But in'our country, where 2ll civil power ema-
nates from the nation, ‘it ‘is inexpreflibly importany
that.the minds of all 'claffes of our citizens fhould be
enriched with ufeful information ; for nothing fhort
of this can {ecure us againft thofe evils which muf
inevitably fubferve the {ubverfion of our invaluable
ciyil privileges. |

. The fecurity of thefe privileges, however, cannot
be effefted merely by the diffufion of knowlcdge.
{tis poflible that knowledge and vice may unite
in the fame charafler; and it is certain, that by how
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much the moré knowledge a vicious inan has, by {o
much the more is he capable of performing mif-
chief. Virtue is effential to a worthy charafter
and the general diffufion of virtue among our citi-
zens, not lefs than the general diffufion of khow-
ledge, is effential to the {ecurity of our freedom and
independence. It is with a nation as with an indivi-
dual. An individual who has no virtue or moral
principle, can never be the {ubjeft of confidence.
Let his knowledge be ever fo extenfive, you can
never calculate on his perfevering in the purfuit of
a worthy objeft. Not influenced by any moral fenfe,
he will always fluGtuate with his paffions. Thefe
will blow him as the winds blow a fhip deprived of
her rudder; and you may as well expeét that fuch a
{hip will waft your commerce to the deftined port,
as that fuch a2 man will perfevers in the purfuit of
public good. As he is unflable in all his ways, you
cannot, from his pretenfions to-day, make any de-
duftions refpefling his conduft to-morrow. His
own private intereft being his great obje&t, he will
be willing to facrifice perhaps even his country at
the fhrine of his own ambition. Hence the lefs in-
tercourfe you have with him, the greater will be
vour fafety. May not all this be true, when fpoken
of a nation compofed of fuch individuals? Could
you reafonably repofe any confidence in {uch a na-
tion? Could you expeét that it would refpe& and
cherifh the principles of jultice and benevolence ?
Could you expeft that it would perfevere in the fup-
port of thofe rights and privileges which are the fub-
je&ts of our rejoicing on this anniverfary P~Might
ﬁou not rather fear that the hand of every man would

e againft his neighbour? that both private and pub-
lic confidence would be abolithed ? that univerfal
diftruft and jealouly would be predominant? and
that unbridled contention and anarchy would become
the order of the day ? Yes, you may as well hope
that a garden will flourith without-moifture,- as that



a

i .
g R

a nation- will #ourifth withdut virtue.~Order and
concord are the natural offspring of virtue. True
virtue will bind men together, and give them all a
common intereft. It will teach them to treat one
atjotlier as brethren ; to hold the rights of others as
facred ds they hold theirown ; to deal with all onthe

rinciples of truth, juftice and good-will; and to
Eeliev‘c that, while they are labouring for the good
of ‘the wholé, they are labouring for the good of
themfelves. Hence true virtue wili induce each ci-
tizen to be fatisfied with his proper ftation, and to be
zealous for that order and concord which alone can
give firength or refpe& to a nation. Cemented by
the divine principle of virtue, and enlightened by
t the radiant beams of knowledge, only five millions,
{ whith comparatively are but an handful of people,
fituated as' the Americans now are, may fafely defy
the united force and intrigue of the whole civilized
world. Hence, on a day fet apart for celebrating
otir national freedom and independence, may we not
3 well confider how the general diffufion of knowledge
§ and virtue muflt be effetted ?
8 Ttis obvious, that inveterate and confirmed habits
% become very rigid and inflexible. The power of
4 man can {feldom alter them, Being transfiifed through
% his whole fyftem, they become a kind of fecond na-
% ture. Hence 1itisnot to be expefled, that the habits
% of men far advanced in life can be eafily changed.
¢t 1I they have grown grey under the tree of ignorance,
& they will be apt to imagine that its boughs afford the
% moft delightfome fhadow, andits bloffoms the moft
& delicious fragrance. No entreaties will induce them
g to leave it. They muft live and die in the embrace
s of their favourite habits.~—~Hence arifes the import-
g ance of making an early beginning with children;
& of condufting their tender minds to the fountains of
4 knowledge and virtue ; of infixing in thém the has
Ef g 1 . B
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bits of reading and refleRion, and of turning their
feet into the path which they ought to walk in,
when advanced into life. For good habits, as well
as bad ones, become very rigid and inflexible. If
we train up a child in the way ke fhovld go, we are af-
{ured by the wife man of the caft that, when fe is
old, he will not depart ¢herefrom.—~Hence it is worthy
our {pecial notice, that a good famil_y government is
an important auxiliary to a good civil governmeiit.
Thofe parents who train up their children in the
right way; who enrich their minds with ufeful
knowledge, and their hearts with wholefome prin-
ciples; who enforce en them the importance of
always a€ting by the rule of right; who teach them
the duties they owe to their fuperiors, to their in-
feriors, to their. equals, and to themfelves; thofe
parents may be truly faid to deferve well of their
country ; for they are training up a race of citizens,
who, we have reafon to hope, will feel for. its
rights, and defend them on principle.~~Whereas let
children be fubjefted to no family government ; let
them feel no curb placed on their paflions; let
them always imagine that they have a right to att
as they pleafe; let them be taught no leflons of
morality or fubordination, and what muft we cx-
pe& of them, when arrived at years of maturity ?
Shall we expett that a few external accomplifhments
will make them good citizens? May we not rather
expe& that they will neither know, nor care any
thing about the rights of others, but will be ready
to trample down every inftitution which oppofes
their paffions >—The lad who has not learned fub-
miffion at home, will not be likely to learn it any
where. At fchool, he will certainly complain, if
his mafter chaftifes him for what his parents al-
lowed ; and hence there he will probably be tur-
bulent and untra&lable. In civil fociety, the fame
difpofition will follow him, Indecd, it will be a
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matter of mere chance, if he is not, through life, a
moral peft to fociety. Hence let it be remembered,
that there is no way in which parents can benefis
their country, as well as their children, better, than
by fubjeing them to the difeipline and inftrutions
o¥ a good family government.

But, though the education of children muft be’

begun in a family, fill, if limited there, it muft be
extremely imperfe&. A moment’s refleftion will
fatisfy us, that, in general, it is impra&icable for
parents to give that perfonal attention to their chil-
dren, which is neceflary to render them ufeful and
refpeflable members of fociety., To the govern-
ment and inftru&lions of a family, therefore, thole
of a well direfted fchool form a moft excellent and
neceffary’ appendage. But as a large number of
parents are unable te endure the expence of giving
their children the advantages of a private {chool,
it is certain that a large number of children muft be
{chooled either at the public expence, or not at all.
Hence arifes a queftion of great political impor-
tance. Shall {chools be fupported at the expence
of the public, fo that not even the moft indigent
childzrer may be trained up in ignorance ? Or fhall
they be left to the patronage of individuals,” fo that
the means of information may be limited to the
children of the wealthy? While the anner in
which I fhould anfwer this very important queftion
may be colietted from the preceding obfervations,
the manner in which the citizens of the town of
Providence would anfwer it, may be collefted from
their fupporting an eftablifhment of fchools as re-
{petlable, to fay the leaft, as any in the United
States. May we not felicitate ourfelves, my re-

ipetted friends, on the charming profpe& which .

thefe fchools hold out for our rifing offspring ? And
may we not hope that the fpirit of patriotifm will
flimulate every man in the nation to patronize an
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anftitution fo congenial with the genius-of our :ga-
vernment, and {o befitted to give permanency .to its
principles? _ S i
" To all this you will permit me to add, that, as
virtue is dependent on religion, a.prime pillar:in:our
political edifice mulit reft on the encouragement
‘givén to religious principle. In confirmation of
this'I fhall only introduce the opinion of a man,
whofe refplendent name the Fourth of July muft
ever fuggeft to our grateful remembrance. Our
great and beloved WasHiNeTON, in his farewel
addrefs to this nation, writes *thus, ¢ Of all the
difpofitions and habits which lead .to political prol-
perity, religion and morality are indifpenfable
fupports,. In vain would that man claim the .tri-
bute of patriotifm, who fhould labour to fubvert
thefe great pillars of human happinefs, thefe firmeft
props of the duties of men and citizens, The mere
politician, equally with the pious .man, ought to
refpeét and to cherifh them. A volume could not
trace all their connexions with private and public
felicity. Let it imply be atked, where is the fecu-
rity for property, for reputation, for life,-if the
fenfe of religious obligation defers the oaths, which
are the inftruments of inveftigation in courts of
juftice! And let us with caution indulge the {up-
pofition, that morality can be maintained withous
religion. Whatever may be conceded to the in-
fluence of refined education, on minds of peculiar
{trufture, reafon and experience both forbid us to
expe€l that national morality can prevail, in exclu-
ficn of religious principle.”’— e
Thefe are the fentiments of that illuftrious Fa-
ther ot American independence ; and may we not
. add, that they are worthy to be engraved.on the
tablets of all our hearts ? Notwithftanding our
juft abhorrence of political religion, we may. fhill
aver, that religious principle is of all .things the

®
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bell - fitted 'ta mrambie that péace; cpncord .and
friendfhip,.- which -are effential to: the flability of
givil freedom. Even in theview. of -our national
profperity, not any thing..can .be of greater .im~
portance than she profpérity of that divine religion,
which is pure, peaceable, gentle, and eafy to e .en-
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without par
tiality, and without hypecrify. It was, indeed, on
this very religion that our fuccefs greatly depend-
ed in the revolutionary war. A recurrence to thofe
times will convince us, that the fate of that war
was in meaflure fufpended on that union and zeal
of foul, with which religion had infpired our vene-
rable fathers. The readinels of thoufands of them
to endure the hardfhips of the war, arofe {olely
from the conviftion that we were hghting in the
caufe of God. Hence at {ome times they were
clothed in fackcloth, proftrate before the God of
nations, and, with adoring humility, invoking his
guidance and proteftion. “-At.ogther times they were
lifting their hearts and voices to heaven, and ador-
ing and blefling their Maker for kLis merciful in-
terpofitions. While our hearts, therefore, glow
with the fame flame of frgedom, fhall they not alfo
glow with the fame zeal for religion! Yes. We
will venerate the religious as well as the political
principles of feventy-fix. We will venerate that
folemn appeal to the Supreme Judge of the world,
which our fages in Congrels then made for the rec-
titude of their intentions, when they declared that
thefe United States are, and of right ought to be,
free and independent. We will venerate that pro-
found homage which our nation then paid to the
Providence and inftitutions of our Maker. We
will venerate that precious, dying advice, which
we have all fanétioned by our applaufes, and which
enforces on us the necefllity of morality and relia
gion as ¢ the great pillars of human happinefs, the
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firmeft props of the duties of men and citizens.”
And we will let the world know, that, aided by
knowledge, virtue and religion, and relying on the
beneditions of heaven, we will, in fpite of all

cd)pp,oﬁtion, maintain ourfelves free and indepen-
ent.




