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Bennington, 4th Fuly, 1806.

SIr,
In compliance withthe unanimous

vote of the Gentlemen assembled at
the State-Arms Hall, we have the
pleasure of presenting you their
thanks for your OraT10N, this day
delivered, and request a copy for the
press, that others with them may
.be benefited by the instruction it

contains.
We are, witk sentiments of cordial ¢steem,
Sir, Yours,

DAVID ROBINSON, |
BENJAMIN FASSET, [ Committce of
WM. HENRY, jun. Arrangements.
ANDREW SELDEN,;

ORSAMUS C. MERRILL, Esq.
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AN ORATION.

‘THE spirit of our celebration is the rehearsal
of the testimony of our pelitical redemption,
-and of the duties essential to the preservation of
the institutions, resulting from it in a chain of
events, -
" While Liberty remains an objeét of our desire
.and lové, the way and prige of our redemption,
‘how the Heroes looked, how they felt, and how
“they ated, will be interesiing ;—-and while in
these things, we take an interest, the day of eur
festival will be particularly, and invariably
distinguished—we shall assemble in: commemo-
ratiori of it, and think our time and property
better appropriated, than in building proud
mausoleums, or erefting marble pillars of
remmembrance.—Our meetings once a year, will
. be livipg, animated, plowing testimanials of vur
national nati'vity’, and of our gratitude to the
great and good Being, whose propitious provi-
dence has appointed for us a sele®® and vast
congregation of blessings, flowing free as living
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and limpid strezms, frem social and religious
liberty, and from a sail and clime produ&ive
and salubtious. |

The Declaration of Independence, which has
been read, was, to England, a solemn and
impressive commentary on the folly and ridicu=
lous vanity of their proceedings—to wvs, it is a
Jucid memorial of the motives which awoke
those manly exertions, ‘that gave birth to &
Republic—1It is an intelligent witness; a sum-
mary and comprehensive rehearsal, of the pride
and insolence of our revolutionary adversary.

Antecedent to our Independence, the kingdom
of England had arisen to the zenith of its power,
both in the old world and the new—they boasted.
Fiiled with their
greatness, and beciuse we were descendants ef

preregative in every clime.

their isle,they presumed to do more than decimate
the fruits of American industry, they presumed
to ¢ bind us in all cases whatsoever.”—But the
plenitude of kingly omnipotence was insufficient
to effect it, by sophistry and stratagem.

In the vindiétive paroxisms of their exasper--
ated pride, they meditated and matured the
proje& of driving Liberty, by force, from this
her last asylumn—of driving her from the woody.
shores of America, to. wander again upon the:
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earth, without any fixed abode,. as a forlorn and-
unfriended fugitive.

The Genius of Liberty saw, with sensibility,
the unwelcome crisis approaching, and wept for
the sufferings of America—She wept, that har
footsteps should be wet with the bleod.of her
fellowers

~ The armaments of the enemy came to our
Jand —their vassals and mercenaries commenced
the bloody work. Wretched and menacing
was the aspect of the timet. The hardy disci-
ples, and choice spirits of Liberty, met the onset
#nappalled---they never bowed to their fears :--
'Yet they were not trained or inured to war;
‘and under the guidance of their Chief, prudently
a@ted on the defensive ; they kept aloof, like
retiring winds, to renew and recruit their
strength. The temporary consequence was, an
‘apparent success to the arms of Britaii..----But
while their official minions were mounting the
highe t pinnacle of exultation, and saw, n fancy,
the tents of America in affliction, the people
scattercd, and leeing to thcir mountaiss for
refuge, or imploring the clemency of their
«onquerors, on terms of uncornditional submis-
1:oii—-that Power, at whosc behest ¢ dread

wurides rell. and livid lightnings play”—that;
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Power, whose feiendly omaiscient eye beholds
the form ard prescure of every swift contin-
gence—beholds all the successive ties of natural
and moral a&ion, down the long series of event-
ful vears—that sovereign, mighty Power, com-
misstoned the spirit of ’76, to speak the bold
accents of Liberty, to proclaim to the king of
‘the isles, and- the world, that the kingdom had
eparted from Britain, and the people of fertile
America----were free----were sovereign----were
independent { _ |

These are the events we commemordte ; they
are distant, and now seen through the vista of
years ; but whenever we meditate npon themy
~we do well to refle&, they were the offspring of
- the understanding and virtue of the American
people, a nation the immortal Sgvereign of earth
and heaven in mercy delights to honor.

These things are familiar to you all ; yét the
spirit of Independence, who will lead the gene-
rations on to higher and more charming scenes
of freedom, delights to. lead her votaries thro’
- the rolls of history and of memory, to the deeds
of their fathers—But they are so engraven on the
heart, so frequentiy bro’t in review before us,
and so congenial to the benevolent mind, that
they need only to be aliusively mentioned, to be



feit and understood in all their details—1T say,
to the affeionate Republican, a -bare allusion
to them, speaks to his heart in natural and pre-
vailing pathos---He feels the throb of affeétion,
for the institutions which were the result of their

toil and labor, their privations and dungers
‘He feels his political existence entwined with
these events, these institutions, and their lively
remembrance—He loves the exhilirating and
chastening influence of the spirit of Independ-
et.ce, and his tho’ts in humility ascend -to the
pure source from whence it émanates, the th:rone
of GOD. Returning back to earth, his soul
looks forth from the clowds of prejudice, in all
the majesty and loveliness of a&ive pailanthropy,
and contemplates its diffusion and perpetvation
asa par'amo'unt duty, and thz periormance of
this duty, the genuine effusion of gratitude to
that Power, which made the happiness of man
commensurate with its prevalence,

Thus felt our renowned Aaocestors, and they
followed the divine impulse. Thiey were united
and resolute, wise and prescient ; and were
permitted to fill up the measure of their useful-
ness—they finished the political werk they had
to de.
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Their energies were first’ direfted teo tir
wresting of the sceptre of public power from the-
grasp of tyranny—they did it. Their next step
was to place this power high abave, and secure
from, the reach of sudden innovation--they did
it—they piated it in the hearts of the freemen
vt America; and they made this deposit, with
high assurance, and for the express purpose that
i sheald be used as the thield of oppressed hu-
manity, aud no longer as the sword of wounding
and extermination. ‘This, to their enlightened
eyes, was the ¢little cioud” seen from mount
Carmel, by the servant of Elijah the Tishbite,
minutely rising from off the sea, *¢ like a man’'s,
hand,” which was to water and revive, in al:
ages, the plant of Liberty.

This accomplished, they % looked well to the
ways of the housbeld ;*! they were not ¢ careless
and securc ;" they were the adtive, and ardent,
and fast friends of Liberty ; and they secured, as:
far as human prudence and prescience could
secure, its blessings to posterity. They gave to
us political life, and the means essential to its
pcaccful préservaﬁon and improvement. -

This was the inestimable store of politicat.
wealth, they solemnly bequeathed to us : Bhalk
we forget their blood.washed garments—shald

[ 4



we be prodigal of the inheritance?. These are
the important items of their account against us,
Shall we fraudulently blot out the account?
Shall we shut up the book, and forget the obli-
gation? Shall we misuse the deposit? “Ifye will
enquire, enquire ye;” for here is the hinge upon
which turns our massive individual and colle@ive
duties, our national prosperity and preeminence.
.From this view of the subjeét, it stands us in.
‘hand to examine, whether things now remain as
they were, when cur fathers were Jaid asleep —
s scrutinize the governmental precedents since
-established, their bearing upoa the principles of
republican liberty, and the purposes of the de-
posit. Has government been used as the shield
of oppressed humanity # or hasit been converted
by oppressors, into a sword of wounding # —--
W hat description of characters have used it asa
shicld of defence, and wha: chara&ers have used
it as a sword of oifence, I purpose to examine,
Ingenuity may dress wrong in the habiliments
of right, and tyranny may assume the robes of
republican clemency; but the disguise will never
be concealed for any length of time. Their arts
and address may at first dazzle, buta familiar and
close acquaintance, bedims the varnish ofd,ccep-f

tiony and exposes the reality.
B
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We have evidence, that tlhie effrontery of
party, may make men audaciously put on a
tattered garment, a robe of patch-work, and
eulogize it, asthe maatle which fell from the
chariot of an ascending WasHINGTON ! ——
But the delusion is temporary—the unsophisti-
cated mind of man will seek its level,

A sentiment, imprecating religious intolerance
and persecution, and which has its foundation in
the Christian Religion, can be tortured into a
tenet embracing a beiief of twenty Gods, or no
God—and bydint ot clamor, may excite a hostile
alarm and agitation ; but the evil recoils with
velocity upon the heads of those who gave
currency and dire@ion to the imgosition—be-
cause it will compel an enquiring and consider-
a.e people, to examine tie text, as well as its
comments.

These cases, like the stories of the Ocean
Massacre, Liluminatism, and mvriads of others
which might be recited, where exposure and
confusion frequently tred upon the heels of
delusion, ought not, however, in their effeéts
upcn the body politic, to be considered of a light
and transient nature, but of a nature dangerous
to the great purposes for which our privileges
-were established—tiey are ¢“like tottering tow-
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ert; which draw contiguous ruin;” and great
and portentous is the danger, when the promul-
gators are men to whom the people have given
ofiicial consequence.

These are no ideal, or premature socculatlons ;
they are demonstrative fadts—they are not left
without many witnesses, in that the practice
centinueth to this hour. -

I would ask, if there is one in this assembly, -
who has not evidence in his own knowledge,
that there is a ciass of mer among us, that have
by these adts, or by ten thousand similar or

ore disfeputab“ uwvpositians, endeavored to
ingratiate themselves with the source of powerp
I would ask, if ferti! ity in fabrication, zeal in its
propagation and industry in exciting alarms, has
not been the passport to offices, under the pat-
renage of Federal incumbenis.

This prosiration of talents, if it does not
amount to a full proof of an abandoned and
vicious taste and disposition, and an artempt to
turn the simple uces, and mild privileges of
freemen into a sword of wounding, is at leas:
ro desirable trait in the charalter of these into
whose hands e cha:‘gc of tiie deposit ¢f ons
fathers is given,
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" These impositions have the same stamp, the
same origin, and the same tendency, with those
% Lilliputian ties which bound us in the first
slumbers which succeeded the labors” of the
tevolution ; they then were the introduétion to
those more bold governmental precedents, de-
figned to impose upon us the substance of the
British government, a government, where public
power is a sword, an instrument of sanguinary
{nfli€tion, a~d where oppression rides upon the
necks of its suffering subje@s—~a government,.
whose insatiable love of domination has shed the
blood of Americans, and from whom we were
severed but thirty years ago: And yet, with
astonishment be it spoken, this government has
Been the subje& of American eulogy, and the
eulogist, in consequence of this his predilection,
made President of the United States ! After
“his investiture, he closed the book of revolu-

tionary gratitude, and compassionate. regard for
the human race—he ascribed to this government
whatsoever things are pure and wise, and inces-.
santly labcred to assimilate our social regulations
to it

No dispositian exists, -neither is it necessary,
to arraign for the purpose of reproach, the mo-.
tives of this administration, or the class of men.
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»ho approbate its measures,—But a statement of
ia€ts, and the obvious tendency. of their conduék.
and opinions, must, from its nature, be a2 mow

cutting rebuke, a most pungent reproach.—

Whenever-a disquisition is made upon this head
and the observations come charged with severity,

it must be imputed to the subjet-matter, and.
not to any malignant desire to refleét upon, or
exult over a vanquished enemy. But inasmuch
as their measures had an evident tendency to
privilege those in place, to stretch to the utmost
the constitutional prerogatives of our Executive,

and occasionally overstep its bounds, and to
introduce anew the political heresies of those-
European governments, whose principles we
had rejelted—it is all-essential, all-important,
their measures chould be exhibited as an exam-
ple, a lasting memorial to the people ; and it

would be criminal tenderness to paviiion- in

silence their political extravagancies.

The Federal Government was no souner
organized, than we were relicved from our ap-
prehensions, rescued from a stormy and eini-
nently hazardous situation, and placed in one:
incomparably. better than had ever been known
in this or any other country ; it was virtually a.
shield, behind which the people found security. .
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And it would iffvariabiy have been a barriep
agzinst encrozchments, had every administration
uader it, been consonant to a liberal and fair
construction of its provisions and requirements.
Inthe prosj:erous srate of affairs which marked
the morning of tie Federal Government, there
we:e men insensible or indifferent to the biess-
ngs, even-handed ard L berally dispensed to us,
tiirov h this meaium, and who diredtly discov-
crcd its only vulnerable poiat—to this their
enerpies were dirc®ed. A combination was
forimsd, and their leaders tosk rank as faith and
credulity marshalled tiem. The reward fer
services, wasiue distribution of existing offices,
which ccu!d be obiained by art and surprise ; and
the expectation of enjoying the advantages to be
acquired, by an unfair and iiiiberal expasition
of tie constitutional allotment of power to the
Esecutive—as by the increaze of Executive
power, patronage wouul te extended in an
astonisining ratio; and as subordinate cilices
muillpiied in number, the whole gained propor-
tionatcly in permancacy.  Thus, as in the
parable of Jotham, ¢ fire came out of the brams
ble, and devoured e cedars of Lebanon.,” -~

The watchword, of the cnalition, was the

ncliciency of Repubiics; and the want <f
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energy in ours to prolong the termination of its
existence. Undcubtedly, this would not long
have remained a paradox, hod it been as easy
to flatter, subsidize and arrange the vices of man
to the purposes of private agerandifement, and
the monopoly of power, in large azricuiturai
repudlics, as it is in small miliaary and commer-
cial ones. But the event has happiiy proved tae
assertion contrary to appearance and reaiity.

The republics that bave had their day, arise
through the medium of h:stor’, and offer them-
selves as examples, illustrative of the fatal ten-
dency of the measures pursued by the coaliticen.
The local situation, as well as the manners of
the age,-in which one class of them: flourished,
made it necessary, that their government and
education should be military ; which virtuaily
amounted to a dismission of every usefu: em-
bellishment of the understanding.  Toecir agri-
cultural interests were so greauy sulordinate
that the titage of the ground was cousidered a
business suiable for their Helots or slaves, tut
unworthy the pursuit of a freeman.  This
sitnation produced a restive and predatory spirit;
made their freemen desirous of distinétion, by
the display of their dexteriiy in tic then iavorite
-art of war ; and when it occasions.’r happened,
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that conquest was'satiated, the ébje&s inviting
to the warrior diminished, and the arts of peace,
like birds of passage, made their appearance ;
their superior riches and-flourishing condition,
or the recoile@®ion of past injuries, invited
-aggressicn, from various surrounding warlike
nations. A high state of martisl discipline,
became of consequence essential to. national
safety, until the minds of the freemen, accustom-
od to this anti-republican subordination, were
callous to independence. Hence it befel these
republics, as-it befals all military establishments,
when they could not prey upon others, and
athers did oot psey .upon them, they preyed
wpon themselves ; aspiring geniuses seized the
-advantage this posture of affairs offered themy
and rose to preferment and unlimited power.

The commercial republics that have existed,
from their management, have solicited and felc
the same evils. They, like military republics,
have been beasts of prey. The means have
‘been variant, but their tendency invariably the
same ; one caught their prey by open force and
agility---the other compassed its objet by are
and stratagem.

Commercial ascendancy, lias ever corrupted,
-gmasculated, and putto sleep, -the watchful-and
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independent- spirit -of republicanism ; cor by
countenancing gradual innovation and moenopo-
ly, bhassapped its energies. The effect was
inevitable.  Aristocracies arose. ‘The same
predatory system was pursued ; the same im-
manent, corrupt dispositicn remained. - Their
divisions in turn lacerated and tore the vitals of
their country, and limited monarchy or despot-

ism, or entire subjugation by external encmies;
closed the scene, and their name has disappeared:
{rom the map of nations, except to tell where

they. once flourished.

‘The mixed government qf England, is
compound of the evils of every government ;.
of course, the most stupendous fabric of corrupt
materials that the ingenuity of man ever framed,-
for public vse..

- But bere isa warning,aleo, solemn and awful.
All the rights the peonle ever had, have been
long since merged in the nower, the corruptions,
=nd the excessive oppressions of government—
it.is now tottering to its fall; *fear trembles in
its cement ;”’ and itisdriving upen Cestrudtion,

as sure and rapidly as the advance of time, to

its plunge into the ocean of eternity.  Hence

the magnitude of the evil—hence the turpitude

of those whose measures have approximated our
C
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government "to this.——Why did they seize,
‘with greedy hand, a little brict authority, to
introduce a military establishment ?—Why
strengthen the commercial interesr, by a mari-
time estabiishment, at the expence of the farms
ing ?— W herefore the policy of the confederacy,
in introducing systems which have been so
noxious to republics, and so friendly to the
encroachments of power,unlessit was to shorten
the tenure of Republicanism, and cast a som-
brous shade over the meinory of our fathers,—
It must therefore be recognized as a fact, that

a combination, whose measures are manifestly
prejudicial to agricuitural ascendency, will have

ail the properties of an aristocracy, and a&vthe
effe s of a tyranny.

Thais confvderacy was proverbially ¢ avari-
¢ious frecdeim” —their whole system was to en-
aiocs and accumuirte this treasure to themselves,
and never to mmpart its bencfits to their fellow-
men.

Tiis coalition was composed of varicus de-
scrintions of men. The first in order I <hall
mention, are the most worthy and honest—these

“are the disciples of the Old School,y the cpposers
of the revolution, who, inall their wilke, Lave
shewed themselves consiitationally uneasy - at
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the progrets of general and equal happiness, and
who have ever been recognized as the same
beings under the new system as the old—bigoted
10 their own way, they are obnoxious to im-
provement, from tie practical lessons of repub-
licanism, and iscapabie of that broad and ardent
pliianthropy, which seizes, with affeétionate.
avidity, tiue first dawnrings of liberty, as the
advent of repose and happiness to man, as the
cerfain prelibation of :hie amendment of his
c..ndition.  This part of the goalition took for
their motto, Order.

The remaining constituent parts of the coali--
tion, had a venal friendship for tise revolution.
The next ia order come the new coaverts to
tie same antiquated and tyrannical do&rine ;°
they appeated in all ilie briillance of wealth.—
These had deviated from a rational estimate of
things, in their superlative attachment to proper-
ty, from its answering the pur'/poscs of European:
monarzhical parade, and its becoming the pro--
curator of respect in ail governments, except
Republics. Froin this irrational estimate of
man, they soon found themselves insulated from-
tie terra-firma of republics, and entersd the
contederacy against them—{rem these originat
:he motto, Projerty, |
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The next in order were learned, ambitious,
and rash adventurers, who were flushed with
ccilege notions of their superiority over the
laboring part of community—and upon this
surreptiticus importance, they rested their pre-
tensions to distinétion in government. These,
n the early period of the revolution, were Alex-
anders. and Casars, in their own conception.

Inflamed by reading the flu@uations of power
in Greece and Rome, they shed, like Casar,
¢ tears of ambitiun,” and were inebriated with
the idea of suddenly raising themselves to future
admiration and wonder, from the mistaken no-

These
candidates for renown, presumed too much upon

tion of the instability of republics.

their own consequence, and too little upon the
intelligence they wouid have to encoanter.—
They otherwise deceived themselves, by ima-
giniag that the basis of a large Republic, was
more fragile and subje& to vicissitude, than a
small Republic. In this, they ¢“embraced a
cloud instead of a goddess :” they never refleét-
ed, that a representative agriculiural Republic,
was variant from a military one—or that it was
easier to concentrate the influences which make
for ambition, in a crowded population, than
where it was extensive and scattered—sosier in a
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tommercial city, tnan in the half o a continent.
It is probable they found out their error, previ-
ous to the organization of the cozlition ; and
that by entering into it, and siding against the
rights of the people generally, thev had an ex-
pe&ation of slowly but substantizlly acquiring
that preferment, which, in their first start
for .the goal of ambition, they hLad expected
would burst upon them suddenly, in fuil-orbed
cffulgence. But the imposition was, like their
logic, too superficial. The ingcription of their
order was, Learning and Talents.

There was another portion, wio, as Parson
Osgood expresses it, were in ‘‘desperate cir-
cumstances, and whose only hope of bzutering
them, is in revolutions of government,” the
confusion and tumults of life. The motto of
their standard was, Honesty.

Another very important descripticn, consisted
of ccmmercial men, and British agents and
subjets in the same business.—T hese L:ad kigh
and bloomiag expetations of rcaping obvicus
and certain advaataces, as will be morc clearly
scen from a synopsis of the obj~&s and reason.
ing of the coalition : which were, to assimilate
this government to the Britishy and to bring the

minds of Amcricans back to an acquiescence i



the despotic principies of the Old School, whici,
in part, consisted of a deferential adoration of
tities and property—And inasmuch as mental
preseminence, and pbysical symmetry and-
prowess, ceuid not be mide hereditary, these
mast be.  Thatis, because intrinsic werth and
nersonal merir, cannct descend from father to
son, veneration must te attached to ideal and
Laninate things, wiich could be so managed,
s to perpetuate iamily consequence, whether
wcorrigibly vicious, or ideots.  This could not
Le eficfled, without creating a predatory spirit,
to war with our institutions, morais, and habits.
To engender ihis,. our wholesome rf"ulatisns
must be festered with all the mysterious appara-
tus of European policy—the establishment of 2
navy, a funding :ystem, an army, and place-
men, retainers, and expetants. Preliminary
to the achicvement, and support of these
assumptions, our sentiments of republican sim-
plicity, and constitutional affeCtion, must un-
dergo a radical change. To produce this
change, the commercial interest must furnish
the greatest proportion of the contaminating
materials, which tl:e genius of the owts and ins.

-.‘

of the coalition, could form into engines of

opprassion and terrory or modify to the purposes-
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of fascination. ‘The result of such a state of
things, would be an increased demand for the
luxurious commodities of commerce, alessening
of risk from maritime protecticn---an enhance-
inent of proﬁts---a more close and cordial union
-of this intersst, with our own government, to
ihe great detriment of the zgriculturai---and a
sure pledge of British patronage. Here then
were clustering benefits.  These advantages,
with the aids of the banking system, and military
‘interest, were suflicient inducements for tiem to
“¢oalesce against the plain and unade-aed manners
of republicanism. Their motto, however, was
Repudlicanism and Virtue,
 Bugas the press, was an aimost insnperable
impeciment o the accomplishment and perpe-
tuity of these designs; and as sedition and
common law, were in some respects inadequate
to the work of suppression, a mujority of the
clergy must be listed i offset, who would turn
their puipits into ¢ whited sepulchres,” and
rostrums, for preaching the political religion of
the confederates; otherwise it would be very
-difficuit to demoralize and to lead tie people to
adoptas legitinate,the substance o/t hieBritish gov-
.ernment,inexchange fortiielr libertiss,ortoleave
the “simple usss of vroperty,” {1 the useless
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pageantry of office, and the cumbrous grandeur
of a wealthy nobility ; especially as their con-
dition would be reduced to a level with that
of a sumpter-mule, to move in all the pride of
harness, and to bear a burden which they could
not taste. T his part of the coalition, the clergy,
were the only ones disinterested, and whose views
rose above sublunary considerations. But a
refined humility, a sequestered life, a total
inappetency to fading things, and their easy
accommodating desires, did not qualify them
r.bstinarely to withstand the earnest importuni-
ties of arttul men, or to resist the bewitching
prospeét of church dignities, and sacerdotal
emoluments.---The inscription on their flag,
was Religion, in large and imposing chara&ers.

Besides these classes of men, were others, who
would rather government should be ¢ propped
up” onthe “tottering footstool of imposition,”
than on the ¢“solid basis of reason.” And some
who were dazzled with the glare of things, but
who were too indolent to examine, were sense-
lessly carried with the carrent, and served as
dead weights in the opposite scale to the repub-
lican. Hence the modern definition of Federal-
ism, which means an affe&ion for the csalition
formed against the liberties of America,~——
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Hence it would appear, that this anti-republican.
confederacy, in case they assumed appropriate’
mottos, did possess, as they frequently have told,
us, all the order, the property, the learning, the,
talents, the honesty, the republicanism, the
virtue, and religion of the country..------This
last observaiion might appear unimportant, if
we had not experimental knowledge of the as-
sumption of ail this, by the rarty of which I
am speakiag; if we did not know that it has had
considerable effet on the mmas ofan American
public---and that this same proposmon has form-
ed no inconsiderable part of the absurdities and
delusions of the day. '
¢ The business of sober phxlosophv, (savs the
uthor of the Vision of Columbus) is often a
task of drudgery—it must sometimes listen to
the most incoherent clamors, wiich must be
unworthy of its attention, did ticy not form a
part of the general din, by wisich mankind are
deafened and misled.” |
Their first work towards the abandonment,
and final departure from revolutionary princi-
ples, I repeat, wasto enlist the passicns, the
vrejudices, the halits, the fashions, and the
s; iendors, incidentzl to, and congenial with,
Aristocracy,-----This finished ard mental reéti-
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tude, and external simplicity, in appearance,
banished into the obscure walks of private life,
or to the cottage of penury, by the substitution
of their opposites, external and fallacious signs
of merit, and individual pomp and magnificence;
nothing remained to make it virtually se, but the
enallion of laws in derogation of the constitu-
tion, and the manufaéure of hereditary digni-
ties, and badges of respe@, as the emblems and
sanétions of a govcrnmcnt; unnatural and de-
grading to the governed----a government which
was to shield a few, and to be a sword of wound-
ing to all others.

Thus was a combination formed, which la-
bored to bring back the sceptre of gudlic power,
to the grasp »f tyranny from which our fathers
wrested it. A specification of the precedents
adopted to compass this objeét, and how nearly
it was accomplished---and now the whole of
their machinations, under God, were frustated,
and the sceptre of Public Power regained, and
placed where the individual wishes, and coliefied
wisdom of Republicans desired iz, remaius to be
shown.

Although signs and tekens of revoit from
Constitutional groundsantecedently aypieared in
pantomime, we consider the British Treaty the
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first bold and disgraceful a&, taken by the coas
lition, for re-union with Great-Britain, and the
annihilation of American independence. This
was so palpably wrong and humiliating,
that the prudent WasnineToN declared, he
never could consent to put his signature to it, ag
it was---but the defe&ion of his Secretary, dis
reftly after, so altered, in his estimation, the face
of our foreign relations, that he relu@antly
signed it.-----The integrity of President Wash-
ington, shook with fears the cqalition, but did
not relax their altivity.——In the course of
carrying the Grenville Treaty.into operation,
two important coustitutional points were bro’t
under. consideratior, by the agents of the coali-
tien, who were beut upon trying whether the
Constitation, the guarantee of liberty, possessed
more potency than a clean piece of parchment.
The Constitution vests the right of regulating
commerce in Congress, togctbér with the right
to make appropriations of money.---The mem-
bers of the confederacy in bla,ce, determined
upon working the privilege of the People into
Executive prerogative, now resolutely broke the
ground of assumption, and contended violently
for the principle, that the treaty-making powew
belonged exclusively and of right, to the Execur
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tive---and the rizht to demand appropriations
of Congress, to carry treaties into efle&t,
Admitting the clauses vesting these check
powers in Congress, were couched in general
and ambiguous language ; they cught to have
had a fair and liberal constru&ion ; and in case
of inclination any way, it should have been in
favor of privilege, and against prerogative,  But
in these cases, there was a bearing manifestly
contrary to the obvious meaning of the clause,
upon which the powers assumed were predicated.
Piesident Washington undoubtedly saw, with
mournful anticipation, the formidable current
of innovation ¢ roll the ruin onward ;’.--but,
shrunk from the burden of opposition which
was necessary to resist its progress, and stay its
ravages. Advanced in life, he could not
“ breast the shock.” Tired of the cares incident
to the presidency in ordinary times, le retired to
private life, accompanied, no doubt, with tie

secret exultations, if not the advice and threats
of the coalition-cabinet---for they trembled at
his lofty attitude and firmness, on the first arrival
of the Grenville Treaty,and dreaded the weight
of his name, in case of open cpposilion, ——
Besides, his full co.ncidence with tizeir views,
was not to be expeted, without a dereliction
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from his former sentiments, wilizut a total
relinquishraent of the merits of li's military ser-
vices, and tae advantages gained by the viriue
and heroism of our fathers.

- The appointment of a successor, the pmmx-
nent traits of whose political charaéter, were his
high-imbued predilettion to the British govern-
ment, and hostility to Republicanism, which,-in
his estimation, ‘¢ meant any thing and nothing,”
was a8 consummation, equally immportant as the
decline of Mr. Washington.

Among the instances of power €urreptitiously
acquired by the Adamite administration, we
may rank the Alien Law, which gives to ths
Executive the power of sending emigrants out
of the country, at his pleasure, who fled from
the tyranny of Europe.

This is evidently contrary to th> plain laa.
guageof the Constitution, and vcrv remote from
any thing ever contemplated by its framers.----
They, with the tenderest impulsions of human-
ity, and under the mildest beamings of comniis-
eration and compassion for the sufferings of
“human mnature, in every clime, offered to the
¢ stranger and sojourner” an asylum, ¢ com.
mensurate with, and inseparable from,” the
American soil---and, I presune, little thoug ht,
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that ere the Lanner of renown had waved over
their tombs for the space of twenty years,
American humanity should have Chinese metes
and bounds, and national liberality be narrowed
down to the caprices and antipathies of an
individual, |
The corrcétness of what I have said will not
be doubted, when I mention Rurus Kine’s
official ietter, written in answer to certain ap-
tlications made him, for the purpose of obtain-
Ing permission to emigrate to this country--«
In this letter, he says, that the admission and
~residence of foreigners, exclusively belonged to
the President.  He further jives us the key
which unlocks the intentions of the coalition,
in the bestowment of this power---when hu says
in substance, that in consequence of his interfer-
ence, he received advices, giving him assurances,
that a particular description of persons in Ircland
should not be allowed to emigrate, without eur
consent---take notice of the'imperial words, oaur
consent ;---because a large proportion of the emi-
grants from Ireland, arranged themselves on the
side of the malcontents, (meaning the republicans)
a French party, who had become more formidable
than could have been apprehended,whichrequired
greatwatchfulness &adtivity fromthe government
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to repress. Hence this law was intended to put
down the republicans who were mot natives,
from a jealousy they would join malcontent
republicans in the United States.

To curb native republicans, raise -the crea-
tarc above the creator, and prevent the strict-
ures of the people upon the measures of their
agents, the enallion of a sedition law, out of
unconstitutional power, was ‘necessary. Thue
weaker advocates of this law, claimed for s
basis, a mere quibble between the words regu-
lating and restraining ; but its ablést advocates,
have resorted to the comprehensive doétrine of
implied power, as a justification. This, how-
ever, to the unsophisticated sense of maunkind,
does not amount to a possible justification, for
the a& is obviously in violation of the received
and plain meaning of the constitutional clau-e,
upon which it is predicated. I shall not be
contradi@®ed, when I say this law, was unworthy,
was unlike our ancestors ; was anti-republican
in its principies, and was oppressive in its oye-
ration. It had not the firm and serene look of
nur primitive patriots—but the angry and leer-
ing lunk of a despot.  If any one doubts i, I
appeal to the men who have secn informers,
greedily, and invidiously Lunting up viltiais ;
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who have seen judges, giving jddgment, and
passing sentence of condemnation, with all the
sourness and severity of angry justice---who
have seen executive officers inflict the sentence
of the law, inall the vindi&ive paroxisms of
eruelty, and the poor Republican viftim caged,
““sick and in prison,” because he would nbt
offer up deferential adulation, or doubted a litile
less, or a little more, than the government
standard.

The next obnoxious feature, is the Army
ctabiishment,

An army is a nrolific source of evil, a grand
engine of decpotism---and never has there been’
an instance, where a standing army regularly
maintained, f{ailed of rendering the government
independent of the people. It is a distin€t in-
terest {rom tue people. It is arming the worst
class 1n sccity, avsinst the most meritorious.--«
Its ranks are nevas fincd with the independent
farmer, or the indu:irious artizane---it is the
indolent and dissipatzd part of the communitv,
whosc names are hieard in the roll-call----these
secoine incorporated with the government.---
they become manzgeable or turbulent beings---

]

in either casc, thicy are sabverters of liberty----
thev either support the governing power, or
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Yift to supremacy their favorite officer.-----It is
idle to say, Americans had not a standing army,
but a previsimal one.---The argument is decep-
tious. In England, the introdu&ion of this
adious establishment, was under the designation.
of the King's life-guard, and a Parliamertary
army--- Therefore, if it shews any thing, it is the
art of the confederacy, and their preposterous
imitation of British policy.

Thecardinal duty of the soidiers of an army,
is submission to their officers--~-prompt and
implicit obedience ;---and as they age submis:ive
without resistance to the orders of officers they
do mot appoint----are governed 'by fear----they
think the citizen in like manner, without a why
or wherefore, should implicitly obey ihe ges-
.erning powers in the civil department, -~—The
officers of an army are frequently serviie, venal
beings ; they regard themselves under personal
qbligation ta the governing powers, and depend-
antupon their will, for the tenure of their offices;
they therefore consult the interest and inclisa-
tion of the government, follow with readiness its
dire&ions, and support its afls and opinions,
however repugnant to general happiness.——
Hence the predile@ion of monarchies for this
establishment—hence the experiment in Amexi-

E
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ca.——It was not raised as a defence against
foreign invaders, but to war with the friends and
principles of Liberty—not against foes without,
but foes within. Appendant to this estabiish-
ment, are aliuring offices, posts, jobs, and con-
trats, for the partisans of guvernment.
Great God of Justice! How ought our abhor-
rence to grow as we advance upon the subje&,
as we see the coslition arising in its different
attitudes ! |

The maritime aét, is one of the main pillars
in the government-house of the coalitica. The.
establishment of a navy is productive of more

diffusive, yet latent evils, of course attaches to.
itself more plausibility. A navy is ostensibly,
aad in a great measure really is, established for
the prote€lion of commerce. A naval apparatus
is also variously useful to a government hostile
to Liberty —it gains over tov a man the commer-
cial interest—it is the stamina of a standing army,-
because it ¢ multiplies the chances of incipient
disputes.”’—~Government, through this medinum,
‘has moreopportunitics to enter into * entangling
alliances” with belligerent powers, thereby pro-
veking hostility, and inducing the necessity of a
standing army.—Nv government, in its first
ptart to despotism, would have the presumption
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.to'raise troops, without some real motive, or
fititious alarm from exterior causes. A navy
furnishes both, or either of these pretexts, sud.
denly, and in any governmental emergency;
becaus¢ government with a navy can seek in all
regions, occasions for offence, but without a
navy it must wait until the opportunity offers
itself. The men which compose the maritime
strength, are as much subservient to the gov-
ernment, as those which compose the military ;
‘and’ its internal subordination, is vastly more
rigid and dcspozic---thcrcforc,/wae open force
hecessary to uphold a system of goveramental
usurpation, and put down opposition, a navy at
“their beck, commands at once, the populous
sea-port towns of America, and ceoperates with
- the army. To this system are a very consider-
able number of offices, posts, jobs, and contraéts
attached, for gaining adherents to government,
To enlist on the side of government "another
- interested class of men; money was borrowed
at an usurious rate of interest, This was bene-
- ficial in strengthening the funding system-.-it
was a new ligament, drawing closer the com-
mercial, -maritime, and military iaterests. It
. made more job and contra& work, and thus
was instrumental in gaining over or silencing
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acti-partizans, and rewarding the adherents of
government,

To secure the praises and support of the

. bigoted, their scruples must be obviated ; and
to 6bviate these, the appearance and reputation

. of sanétity became essential ¢ bence, the religious

- blandishments of the coalition---henee their at-

-tention to the outward forms of religion, to fast
and thanksgiving ordiaances, and outward re-

.aped for the clergy, preference of religious
chara&ers, and exclammons against infidelity
and atheism.

There were many uunofficial a@s necessary
to make the san&ions of government of force
and operative upon the minds of the timid and
ignorant. Hence, the vehement denunciations
against those opposed to them----hence the vo-
ciferous inve@ives against the republicans,
stiling them enemies of government, seditious
disturbers, and dangetous disorganizers---hence
the attempts to attach obloquy to all who pre-
sumed to animadvert upon the hostile tendency
of their measures ;---from this source too is
deduced the amaxing inundation of adulatory
addresses from the partizans of government, and
the complacent answers vouchsafed in return,
The dignified doftrines of the rights of man,
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and-the sovereignty of the people, were held up
by the managers of the day, as tenets of reproack.
they derided them as the extravagant chimeras,
the mad theories, of an infuriated and infidel
rabble ;---and wagging their heads, point:d the
finger of scorn a: their advocates. Grades and
distin@ions entered into every village, & the doors .
of social intercourse were shut against all, whose .
language and opinions were not implicitly and,
afively coincident with the government. Thus .
the lovers of rank and etiquettg sided with them,
and the interested and the ignorang the dissipated
and the bigoted, found themselves * heads and
points in the same truckle-bed.”

Taking advantage from the cr.pmcnce of past
eras, the errors and muisfortunes of Republics, .
and improving upon the political chicanery of 2
Machiaval, a Ricblies, and a Pitt, they form;d
the most subtle and well barricaded coalmon,.
that ever was prenously formed for the enslaves
ment of man. Trusting to the short comings
of republicans, they burst the cloud which had.
covered their designs. Thus in the moment of
surprise and astonishment which succeeded tbcir
itrodul&ian, the rapidity and celerity of theu'
movements, were fast usurping a reign over us,
and undermining the foundation of our liberties ;
thus a little territory only lay between us and
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the wastes of tyranny---what a blast would its
Siroc winds have brought upon the rich blessings
of Heaven !-.-how would it have dissipated the
inheritance of our fathers!

Heroes and Sages of  ir revolution, little did
-you think, that belore the lapse of twice ten
- years, a faction would arise, who exultingly
ceuld see these monstrous reptiles of tyranny,
coiiing with tremendous velocity around the
fair form of Liberty, and feel no horror, no
compundtior, not even compassion.

Feliow Citizens, I do not exaggerate—Fede-
ralism meditated the defilement and death of
Liberty, and we were brought-to the very verge
of its terrible and ignominious reality : But
Providenee traced their parricidal steps through
the night of Republicanism, disclosed their
intentions, but stayed the aétual perpetration of
the crime.  The political watchmen of America
were upon their watch-towers, they were in
their wards whole nights—they were inquired
of in a!l the four winds of Heaven, watchmen,
“what of the times *—The night was jong and
. ditmal—Dbut the republican day-star arose reful-
gent, and on the 4:b of March, 1801, their
‘morning came.  The coalition chief had retired
in pight,  Qur much-loved institutions, knew
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renovaiion---the undulations of tyranny. ceased, .
and karmony was restored to social intercourse.

We are now reposing on the bosom of a -
government, bland, wise, and conciliarory.---
The very opposite to the one just spoken of---
Thae soversizaty of the people is recognized and -
cperative—Executive patronaze and prerogative
have sought a republican level—the state gaov-
crnments, are more respeted and vigorous—
the judiciary establishment is reduced to teason-
able bounds, and the course of justice, resum-
ing the even scales, is restored tp dignity—the -
sinking credit of the nation is recovered, and all
the various concerns of the Republic, have
generally feit its invigorating, its benign and
chary influence. We contemplace this adinin-
istration as a shield. Imbued with the spirit of
776, we see proteCtion and defence, beam forth
in every alt—we see all the cherub charities of
life, arranged as component parts. What are”
the silendid trophies of arcient or mndern vice
tors, comrared with those blocdicss ones which
grace our republican triumph ol 13c1?

Yes, fellow Citizens, vou passed sentence of
- condemnation upon tiie measures of the federal
administratior, and in thatsentence havc ceclared
voar detestation of the principles, that a standing
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army is necessary tq render government energetics
that investigation is more free and salutary, while
confined within the bounds of a sedition law, and
that fines and imprisonment are the most fit means
to inculcate sound opinion, and an independent
repubiican spirit.  You have evinced a disrelish
for those monarchical manners and distin&ions,
which were fast usurping a reign over us---you
have declared your abhorrence of, and deep
distress at, the repeated instances of individual
cppression and cruelty, in beating, and bruising,
and offering every indigaity to those individuals,
who amidst the tempest of tyrannic rage, and
the threatenings of exasperated ambition, dared
to be ircemen., Let these things be enstamped
on your memory, in charalters deep and indeli-.
ble, which no txmc, no situation, and death only
can efface,

On the measures of the first term ot the present
administration, you have likewise formed your
opinion --you have passed judgment---You have .
declared your approbation of the arrangements,
made to pay our national debt, of the abrogation
of the excise law, of the abolition of a number
of supernumerary offices, and the consequent
retrenchment of expense, and the repeal of the
judiciary system-e-You have felt dignified with
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the mame of American, when yon have reflc&ed
upon the just and benevolent condu@& which
has been pursued towards European nations,
and our savage neighbors. You have rejoiced, to
see the attachment to republican simplicity and
wmanaers, exliibited in the conduét of your public
officers—to see the right of discussing public
measures and chara&ers restored, and the most
shameful slanders pass unnoticed, andlelt to the
decision of the only legitimate tribuml, the
People. With joy you have secen a return of
- social harmony, and ncighbm)ly intercecurse,
- uninfe@ted with the poison of distin&ion, atd
party enmity.

All these things you have cxammed and tested
by the unerring standard of experience. The
measures of the last session, whose effets are yet
to be felt, and the utility of which has not been
. proved by experience, vou have yet to watch.
But I leave this exhilarating subje&, to draw
some improvement from the wilderness-times
which preceded the Jeffersonian period.

After the to”'- of our first revolution, naturally
succeeded 2 “od of relaxation and slumber.
It was at this jun@urehat a confederacy against
the people: began to form itself, which well nigh
compassed the death of our institutions, Sinee +

F
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our second bloodless redempiion, we are resting
from our labors. But are we not o0 much in-
ciined to slumber? Have we nothing now to
fear? Are we exempt from the danger of a
new conspiracy ? Isit to beexpeéted, that the
leaders of the coalition, exasperated at their own
folly, and continual defeats, will become sincere
" converts to republicanism ? They were, like
* Festus, ¢ deaf to the words of truth and sober-
ness”<--Is it likely they wiil be restored to re-
publicanismy to truth, and moderation ?----No,
they will not, they cannot, fellow-citizens«--«--
They have waded so far into the waters of inno-
vation,. that they find it easicr to go on, thanto
go back.---The Italian singer is easily deprived
of his masculine faculties, but who shall give
him back his virility ?---Innocence is more easily
scduced and corrupted, than restored to primi-
tive purity. Exactly jurallel is the situation of
the man devoted by interest aud habit to aris-
tocracy. The season of remorse is past. Like
Casar, he has waded the Rubicon----he has
passed that bourne frcm wkhiice no political
traveller returns. |

Let not the lustre of the present admiaistra-
tion, obscure the memory of the past, or divert
you from preparation for the future.----Let nof
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the stillness and  placidity of public feeling de-
ceive you, or make the monitions of prudence
appear stale and unnecessary.------With what
facility do individuails fabricate arguments to
support beliefs and altions, which are most con-
sonant to their own inclinations, and particular
interests #  'When private interest or inclination
interfere with public duties, how aétive is %he
mind in inventing subtcriuges to silence the
whisperings of conscience? How soon do the

firm-wrought systems of reason, vanish before
the fictions of ariful cvasion, suggested by inters
est or ambition?  On ne subjeét do we see this
principle more fuily exemplified, than inth~t of
politics. Those wbo are accused of a want of
altivity and attention, will shield themscives by
saying, ¢ it does no good to make exertic:;
man is naturally a tyrant, and it is i.spossihle
to guard against tyrannic aéts.” ‘Tell the man
who is fond of distin&tion, that it i esse~tial tc
eur goveinment, to preserve & simplicity of
manners, and that it is the duty of every one to
endeavor, not only by persuasion but example,
to introduce and observe republica. habits - He
will reply, that distinétions will always ¢xist in
scciety, and it is vain to attemnpt to caang: the
nature of -man,--«.Jt must be with mcianchorrg
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that the friend of government hears such senti-
ments.-----Shall we then make no anproaches.
towards a state of perfe&tibility, because we can
" never expedt to arrive to a state of perf=@ion
‘Shall we cease to combat with vice, because we
cannot entirely destroy it ? Shall we,, because
we cannot - destroy the szEDs of tyranny, not
meénpt to retard their growth? Shall we not
strive to reform abuses in government, because
we cannot render it invulnerable to. the attacks
of its enemies? .Imperfections are the inseparable
concomitants of humanity, yet man is endowed

with a capacity to be continually lesscmng and
corre&ing them.

Hence results the great duty of man, to be
continually marching on in the road of indus-
trious study and inyestigation, and unceasingly
engaged in purifying himself from error.

All governments necessarily contain some
seeds of evil, and their excellency is in propor-
tion to their exclusion of these, and their means
of preventing their growth..--Hence results the
duty of freemen---although we cannot root out
all evils from government, yet we must be con-
tinually lessening their number, and softening
their effefts, unseduced by the allurements of
private gain, or the solicitations of ambitien.---

o S S [
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‘not suffering the 3loom of  despair to unnerve,
or the dazzling of success to blind. The true
Republican holds on his way, with a zeal that
“-never tires,”” and a determination that always
eRsures success.
- Among the mostimportant duties.of freemen,.
is the sele&@ing their public officers-----on the
faithful discharge of which depends the exislence
of eur constitution and liberties.~=-<The will
of the people, is the only legitimate law of our
country ; and this w#/ is to be known by agents
chosen by the people----thcreforc/ the right of
the people to ele& these organs of their will, .is
the foundation of republicanisiny the soul of eur
political body, which regulates every movement,
and shapes every measure of our government..--
If the people are sufficiently attentive to their
interests, Jaws will be an exal transcript of their
will ; but if, through their negligence, or de-
ception, persons are ele&ed, whose opinions are
not coincident with theirs, or wio abuse their
confidence, laws then become mere reguiatious
of individual interest or ambition.--Todischarge
this right, then, requires the most unceasing,
ardent vigilance, and careful observation, the
most “‘watcutol and piercing inspection into the
¢haralers, and se ‘timents, of candidatesfor ofice.
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The dissimuia;iod anc arts that are thade use
of, to conceal real sentiments from the pubiic
eye, or c:oak them under a popular gar®y, render
the people more liable to deception and imposi-
tion, on this, than any other subje.---In times
of great national agitation, when questions of
great imporiance are before the public, the
recessity of energetic a&ion, and determined
cpinicn, will not sufier individuals to mask and
aissuise their principles---and the warmth of
feeling occasioned, fully evinces the charaéter
znd seatiments of all; hence the boundary line
hetween individual opinion, is easily drawn,----
But when the waves of dissention have subsided,
and a calm ensues, the individual assumes an
altered aspect, a different appearance ;----his
zeal becomes rclaxcc.l, and no lcnger urges
him to an exposure of his principies ;----
he can now adjust them to answer the various
ends, which interest or ambition may suggest-.-
and thus his real sentiments become dxsgu sedy
and unknown.

Does not the history of our own country,
furnish an illustration of this position ?---When
a few yearssince, cur nation was convulsed by
the throes of tyrannic madness--wherrusurpation
had defaced the fairest feature . of our constitu-
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tion, and domestic oppression was fast chasing
away the pure principles of repubiicanism, and
the awful decision making, that was to determine
its fate---there was no neutral ground, the senti-
ments.of-all were written on their foreheads, and
the line of separation wasdiscoverable toall. But
when justice and liberty bad once more resumed
heir empire, dispersed the cloud that seemed
ready to burst upon us, and brought in their
train, order and tranquility, and introduced
the present calm and flourishing state of affairs,
do we not see an immediate change in the con-
duct of persons? In some, anépparent indif-
ference; in others, a feigned moderation, who
are continually deploring the effelts of party spirit,
and representing that there is uo difference of
opinion between the two great partics in the U,
Stites, and advising a coalition. -----Behold here,
says the Republican, whese faiih, like a real
Christian, worketh by love----Behold here, the
Man of Sin /-e-<---The inteilizent expositor of
Scripture, does not say the Man of Sin is the
open and boistcrous opposer of Christianity---it
is the meutral, lukewarm, pretended, and bhypo-
critically candid professor, who, unc-r the robe
of his profession, and the convolutions of its
folds, conceals a deep and deadly eninity.  Just
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so in _the political Bible.--the man of sin, is not
the open Federalist, the decided opposer; it is
the deceiving, hesitating, indeeisive professor ;
it is he who pays lip-service to candor and mod-
eration, who takes the rear ground, and waits te
be dragged or pushed into altion, againstthe
adversaries of republicanism. The chastity of
the Regpublican who hesitates, is lost,

" But are the People to be entrapped by the
,cobweb stratagems of the Man of Sin? Do they
-not see, under the coverings of candor and mo-
-deration, concealed artifice and intrigue? Can
they be made to believe, that the difference be-
tween the parties is all imaginary, and solcly
occasioned by the biindness of indiscriminating
.zeal ?e---and that the actors in past scenes of
tyranny, would not now re-a& the same part, if
_opporiunity presented? | ‘ .

In examining the fitness of a candidate for
office, we must view him while invested with
power, or in times of national distress and alarrp,
and his condué then must be made the standard
of our decision. The sentimeats of individuals
on any particular subjeét, may be discovered by
. their manuner of expression, and a&tion, and their
cpinions upon collateral subjects ;---for so me-
chanically do the outward tokens of the mind,
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adjust themselves to the emotions within, that
it requires more than common art to impose
upon the discerning. If a person feels a warm
attachment to a particular obje@, his fondness
will manifest itself in every a&, relative te
the obje&t of his affe@ion, and even the linea-
ments of his countenance will mark the iu:ages
of his mind. Thus in personal friendships, the
cheerfulness and alacrity with which assistance
is bestowed on @ friend in distress, the delight
which a brightened countenance exhibits at bis
prosperity, and the commiscration and overflow-
ing sarrow, which accompany‘-'hif'n in distress,
irresistibly discover affection amd love, '

- Here is a proper critcrion to test the attach-
ment of perzons to our government; and if we.
apply it at the present period, the realand pre-
tended friend to the constitution ma, he dicrove
ered. If we search for the true Republican,
not contenting himseif with giving a cold, the-
oretical assent te the principles of our govern-
ment, he will be known by the fervency of his
zeal, and an unwcaricd attention to the duties of
a citizen and a freeman----ever at his post----
always vigilant.---a rock amidst dangers and
persecutions. He will rejoice at every advance

in national happiness--and if vice and corruy.iion
G
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.shall hawc found their way into our government, -
-ar unfeigned grief, an earnest anxiety, an uh-
ceasing aivity to promote a remedy, fully
-evince his attachment, -----If we search for the
©opposite charater, the mas of sis, though undees
the veil of pretended attachment, hostility will
look forth from his eye.--with churlish and
officians zeal he will dwell upon the errors of,
and defe@s in, government ; aad if compelled
by the justice or popularity of any measur:, te
.applaud, his coldness of manner and. cxpmsion‘
will plainly shew-it is the effect of necessity and
not of joy.-s----Which.of these descriptions of
-people, is it, that are continaally sounding in
.our ears, the people are unfit to be intrusted
with power?---whe are.continually ridiculing
this fundamental priaciple of republicanism,
that the people are the only proper judges of the
ineasures pursucd, and the condu& of public
_.cfficers?-«--Can he be afriend to that system,
who discredits the foundation on which it is
built? Are they the enemies orfriends of our
‘government, who delight to dwell upon the
inconsistencies and ingratitude of republics? I
‘jt the true republican, that we daily ‘witness,
lamenting that there is no stimulus to genius, no
;ncentive to.ambition, in our government; and



dsdainfully speaking of Américan gentus and
literature, and drawing insidious comparisons
between this and other governments ¢  Let the-
people, as they value the past sufferings of Re.-

-publicans, be sure they give to this class oi men’
' ifo official consequence.-

Let cold hearted, plodding pedants, and fmnds
. of monarchy, delight in degrading- Aimerican'
literatare and genius; let them. ridicule the
Saplicity of the American governmient, habitsy
- and ‘manners, because divested of those tinsellied
. ornaments, and mystical covepingsy which serve
~only to insnare and deceive, and” which  give
. blirth t the nécessity of conffning'the manege-
ment of government, to the hands ef particu-
.lar men, who can then impose themselves upon-
.the world, -as mien of superior wisdorn and vir-"
tue—who can rise’ on the ruing of trmth—-
.become celebrated by prostrating the noblest’
~faculties of man—and by shutting: the door to*
‘investigation,: cffe@ually guard against an’
exposure of their villainies, Eet them take
‘pleasure in contemplating Egyptian science and-
-splendor, or Babylonish magnificence.~ket
them forget . the prond trophies of American’
patriotism, .valor, and science; which ia thirty
‘years, has lifted a few weak and divided colonies,>
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from the lap of ignorance and despotism, to the
rank of Freemen, and the foremost seats in the
Temple of Science,sto wander in the classic
_ficlds of Greece, and Rome, and there repose
with unsatiated delight, and undiscerning vene-
ration, upon the monuments of Grecian and
- Roman arts and scieaces, and undisturbed en-
joy the gratification ot -ulogizing their poets,
orators, and philosphers—of admiring their
Jaws, customs and manners. Let them deplore,
that the splendid eras of a Pericles, and August-
us, are past—that no Phidias or Correggio exist,
te give to the marble and caavas, animation and
life—yet, let them rele®, that amidst this
blaze of science, a great part of the people were
in the most abjet state of ignorange and
wretchedness; incapable of judging of its utility,
or appreciating its worth.

It is the boast of every genuine American,
that in his country alone, science has become
subservient to public utility, the handmaid of
virtue, the promoter of sound morality, and
the bestower of public and private happiness.
That itis not here a transient blaze, that bright-
ens along the path of adulation, or illumes the
road of despotism——that polishes the chains of
the despot, and renders his subje@s the more



P

O T T T A 5.3-.___
wiliing victims—Dbut that it spreads its banquet
to all, and invites them to become partakers-—
that like the ele@ric spark, it shoots through
every member of our political bedy, giving
health and vigor to the whole—penctrates the
veil of life, relieves despairing dis:res. and suffer-
ing virtue —removes the veil of igaorance, from
the indigent, and becomes a main pillar in the

Fabric of Freedom.
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A HYMN,

For THE 4TK or Jv"‘, 1806.

BY A. SELDEN.
PR ¥
T une— Mount Vernon.
PR .
TO GOD, our sovereign Lord, we raise,-
“The loudest anthems of our
Aund all his wond’rous’ dealings tcl} ;-
Who taught our fathers to withstand
Their foes, subdue and till the land,
And here in peace securely dwell.

He made their flocks and herds increase—-
Their friends had rest—their children peaces
He made their corn and wine o’erflow ;
The rarest sweets of distant shores,
Were safely wafted to their doors,
And blessings crown’d their toils below.

But wicked men, who pined to see,

Their neighbors Aappy, blest, and free;:
Beheld our sires with envious eye ;-

Their fieets and armies cross’d the waves,

To conguer, spoil, and make them slavcs,-
And drench the land in crimson dye,

Then heaven-born freedom fired the soul,
They stood unmov’d above control,

And dar’d the champions to the ﬁeld
He taught their hands with dreadful mlght,
To aim the deathful javelin right—

And make the murd’rous minions yicld,
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“Then Inpzattornesr, babe of Heav'n, -
T he choicest-good w mortals giv'n,

Was nurs’d i youthful robes, and dlest ;
‘The Infant grew, inlove with men— .
Our God vouchsef’d his watchful ken—

And ev’ry age the yomth carest.

T'he aged worship’d near the shrine,
'With sacred gifts—and songs diviie —
And’pour’d the-rich libations forth—
‘While shoyting milliohs rais'd the voice--
Tb’ immortal offspring was their choice—
Far from the sodthward to the nortn.

Fair Peace, . descénded.from above,
And bade the slaughtering foe rempove.-«
Their hostile bande re-cross’d the main ;
-Ske hover'd o’er her infant brood,
Attended evary step with good,
And all the land had rest from pain,

The arts and scienees prevail’d---
The deep arcana was assail’d---
Discov’ries bade the leaves unrol :
'When Man is free, bis soul’s inclin’d
‘As muchto aid the human mind,
As the touch’d needle seeks the pole.

The party tool, the crouching s/ave,
The king, the lord, and princely knave,
Are leagu'd, at war with every good;
Their sordid views---their mean pursuits,
Pebases men below the brutes
And robs the toilsome hands of {oad.



	ra_1089D057A2CF0E78_2_26.pdf
	ra_1089D057A2CF0E78_27_51.pdf
	ra_1089D057A2CF0E78_52_57.pdf



