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inward defection and cxternal war, and to give them
at last th(_ sccurities of Peace with the CllJO)’lellb of
Liberty

- To ;1tt¢1m however an adequatc conception of the
lmport;mc.ﬁ of our Independence, the miseries which
the continued dominton of England would have 1m-
posed on our country must be recounted.  Separated
as we now are by causes as powerful as the element
which rolls its waves between our shores, they m: iy
be told in language as calm as enquiry can make it,
attended with the proud conviction that now they
can never be mficted, Sl though the ruin averted
by 1ts declaration and achicvement cannot be conceal.
ed, when lelfat estimate of 1ts nmportance 14 disclosed,
(he dunger ol exciting resentment where cautiors t:m]_;
15-intended, will justify but a general allusion, lest
nunuter rehearsals should waken animosity on the
borders of peace, or renovate the expiring flames of
discordant passion.
But while regarding the importance of our nation-

al Indewndcncu, and thf: value of the ble SSINgS 1tS
ostublishment  spread through our country, gmtitude
demands its tribute to the wisdom which planned—
the virtue and heroism, which secured it During
the revelntionary contcst few American Pairiots
were seduced by thie ullum*g' blandishments of regal
munficence to cesert the cause of their country, or
were dniven by the wmwenaces of dppma(,hmg destric-
tioa from the standard to which they had rallied....
"“ww*r::l:i:.}' prevaticd 1n the day of disaster ; and

twicugh the ardour of patriotuex  cnthusiasm  was
sometimes clouded by volumes ot smoke which rose
from our towns and cities given by victorious hostil-
v 10 the HumC' new animation was caughit from
the ilustrions ucintevements, which constuntly distine
rul-hed the progress ¢t tiat eventlul pcriod : 'md
coniirmed that belict which rested with confidenc
cn the fGual taumph of their contéhuing efiorts, It
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was a magnanimous fortitude, a heroick, gallant dar-
ing, sunch as linguage cannotadequately tell, which
bore the Patriots of the revolution through the accu.
mulated difliculties of publick and private want, while
the seicnce of war was almost unknown, and the fee.
biest systemy of government was adopted, il thew
reached the attainment of thewr Independence, and
niatked their progress with such victories as rendercid
vour Lrentonr immortal, and covered the ficids of your
Yorktown and Sarvatoga with unfading glory !

The arms of the atriots were not resigned nor
thewr tons dimsished, urtil peace, crowned with an-
usnal bless'nes, was restored. Dut when its atwsin-
ment was announced, they who from citizens hud
Decome fumiliar with camps and attuched to the life
of the seldicr, threw aside then militury habits und
leclings together, and checerfully returned frem the
ficld they hud honoured, to enjov the better gratifica-
tions, which belong to the domestick circle their patri
otism had compelled-inem awhile to forsuke.— The
peace, which followed the revolutionary condice,
opened to our country on cvery side the sources of
national weaith and prosperity ; invited its citizens.

to share tn the hazards and promises of commercia;
~and domestick enterprize ; confirmed the character
to which their clorts and genius had cheady entitied
them ; but mere than all, acknowledged our natinn
““sovereign and ndependent” ; and by thot scknonl.
cdrement Lroupht to the people the means of t‘!‘jf‘s}‘-
Ing a higher degree of civil liberty, than any govern-
ment cver umparted o its ciuzens 3 and ullimately
produced our present political institutions, as the
best pledge, that its possession should be permanent.
There is however a charm in Freedom, which has
sometimes betrayed the sober zeal of enquiry into
the raptures of enthusiasm ; and the imagination
und fancy dclight to arruy this fiscinating theme in
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their gavest decorations.  Ience civil liberty hus
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et often mistaken {or some magick power, which
wwould trangform the face of nature into regions of
Yaradise, a ot in (he suspension of Iabour, would
gratify ail the wishes of man in unlunited and luxu-
riant 1ndulgence.  But the visions of fancy are too
azzling and transient to endure the scrutiny of time
and v :_atrmtmn ; ol they who would enjoy the
blessings of 1 Lberty without annoyance from the rude
hands of rc calit must abandon the descriptions of
poelry and tne delineations of enthusiasim, to learn
its natuire from reason and truth.

Civil liberty can only be known in a state of society,
Its very oxisicice presupposes some restraints on
natural sigits by the artificial establishments of pow-
ery and it 15 cijayed most perfectly, where the least di-
sinition (o original rights ns':://s Jrom tne support and
MAINICEANCe fj/ covernment, while the fprivileges of
society are equally' distr zZ):.,!c’d in return. 1t liberty
insists on expanding beyond these confining limits,
snd spurning the restraints of authority .af-.plres to
universal prevalence, 1t may indeed exist, but society
and 1ts refinements exist no more.  In the progres-
sive advancements of lawless anarchy, the groves and
~ardens of cultivated life will change to the gloom of
Gitraversed forests, and the hills, \»11 ich before wore
Jhe aspeet of culture and care, will echo 0111} with
thie terrifick notcs of savage frecdom !

- Buchis not the hberty for which our fathers fought,
ar to which their sons succecded. 1t 1s that civil
hixerty which fluurishes under the protection of law ;
it 15 a tempered frecdom ; stripped of wild preten-
Siong, and fitted to the scenes of social life; which
c1ves equal rights to every citizen, and distributes its
! '-x-iiegcs with indiscrimmate liberality.—And there
s suiicient liberty in that community, whose regu-
litions are founded in ]usuw clothing nonc with
power to trample with capricious cruelty or dehber-
«lc malice on another’s 1ight 3 where the same



,, 7

standard applies to the ruler and the sulsject, and gives
to the weak the protection aftorded 1o the strong;
where every individual, however humble his fortune
or his talents, is equally secure—where he meets the
same patronage to his valuable labours and senti-
ments, and finds an equal [rotecuon to his person
and his property, though it be but the humble reed
oh which he leans: for wherever ne walks 1h the secu-
rity of cquality and justice he treads-on the ark of
his own and his country’s saicty.

When at Iéngth the vicissitudes of war were past.
and the mmcrp]cs of liberty, which had been proclim-
cd and defended in the hour of peril and dangcr and

_through_the _storms of a revolutionary conflict, were
cuaranteed to our country by the sceurity of its Inde-
pendence, the privileges acquired by its establishment
were subsequently explained ma Constitution, which
stands the covenant,the seal,and the charter of the peo-
ple's freedom. 'I'nis instrument-—tlie source of author-
ity the foundation of government,and thic parent of our
potitical istitutions—was created o sture the en-
joyment of the nghts of civil Liberty; and unlike the
constitutions of other climes, its recorded articles arc
the oftspring of mutual arrangement and matured
reilection.  “Lhe provisions (,ombmcd in this nationnd
compact form the noblest work of political invenuity:
and though it cannot boast of complete exemption

from delect, its fauits “have crept in through the
treachery of the hunan facultics ; and it must be re-

membered, that change cannot cure, nor revolution
cradicate the frailtics of humantty. VWhile we behold i3
with generous admiration, others view with cavying
appldusc the happimess it conicrs, and some huve

struggled to attain its blessings. One nation indecd
—rich in the bountics of Pmnc:mu: but torn andd
disgraced by the passions of man---Doldly sought,
through the dangers of civil commetian, dor the
comilorts of our free constitution - and h:.:*.-ingi; AVEN:
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AWay every vestige of former government, challcnqed
the raging Vr“l'l!""LdHC'(‘ of a tremendou~ revoiation to
defeat the ..IC(‘L‘JI]]plmhnl(.ﬂt of its object.  But ¢ the
hloodiest record 1 the book of time?” was imprinted
by the daring cflorts in that fatal attempt; and in the
cruel sulferings of alternate anarchy and de spotisni,

ill-fated France met with constant res1Stance I her
strugele for frecdom; and found that it would not
flourish, while resentment still sent abroad its wea-
pons of destruction, evéen on the graves of the inhabi-
tants of the LThulleries ! '-—"1'00 visionary in their
opmions of hberty and its excellence ; too eager to
grasp at uny phantom which wore 1ts cemhlanc,e ; and
too-volatile to pursue it with patient enquiry « and pru-
dent industry, her philosophers and statesmen little
resembled the characters of those who cautiously
planted the foundation and erected the fabrick of our
government, It was the eflort of thése, 1o oive sti-
bility to the high tone of sentiment w hich prevailed ;
to unite the forms of order with the privileges of
freedom ; and our pohitical mstitutions were medcei-

led by wisdom gathered from the experience of all
—asesrand-reguhaied- Dy _1he_circumstances which ine

e Hl‘"ihh—"‘ﬂ"*[j“*.h“"”m"*m_”“ﬂ“" g el 5 P g s e ] i

flnenced or aflected the times of their adoption....
'l"hey were established chike as memorials ofthe ex-
1stence of civil liberty, and as barriers to protect 1t

’ from thc approaching violation of corruption or pow-
er ; and while thev cidure, it will be safe from the
direct assaults of forcible hostility, or the more dan-
gerous attempts of seciet and insinuating machina-
tions, —Adherence to forms may sometimes preserve
the substance ; and our political mstitutions, while
they are the natural guardians of its rights, may be-
come their more Auotual ::.-:.mntzc:b, b\ ixing reflec-
ing attention oo points which a e certain ; dlh] thus
saving the obscrvers of hbtrty Irom the unqualified
dawwnntmfmt oi those, who having been wrapt 1
-——-—ie contemplution of wdeal pe 1ﬁ,u..uon, ﬁnd at last the

-
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beauty they hoped to embrace naught but the evanes:
cent shadow of fancy ! ,

But while our political institutions are cherished
as the protectors of civil enjoyment, the mind inquires
with irresistible anxiety if these monuments will
endure, and it shrinks from the appalling suggestion,
that fate has marked them also as the victims of
remorseless destruction: . If indeed they cannot resist
the annoyance of unceasing variation, but must ¢ tot-
ter in the breeze and [all Lefore the storm,’’ or must
lose their essential peculiarities by new acquisitions
from the grosser materials with which they fortuitous-
ly mingle, then ecalmed be the voice of exulting ap-
plause—for their-imaginary.excellenice. may. -fade ere.
our triumphs are past, and their fleeting perfection
be no more ere the notes of praise shall have ceased
their vibrations ! |

That states, hike the members of which they con-
sist, are subject to natural decay, is an opinion, which
has so long continued its dominion, it may now per-
haps be presumptuous to doubt the sufiiciency of the
reasons on which it is founded, fortified as it is by
_.the venerable supports.of.antiquity.It-was-specula- -
tion however which, pleased with the theory that
assimilated the progress of kingdoms to the life of
mau, has found, or at least has imagined as much, in
the history of nations, that the commencement of
their existence 1s marked with an infantile imbecili-
ty, while advancing years gives them the vigour of
manhood; and finally sees them sinking in the decrep-
itude of age. DBut the analogy has been imperfectly
drawn ; and it were better to forget the hasty disso-
lution of physical nature, in comparing the existence
of political institutions with powers of the mind—for
like that, they are susceptibie of indefinite improve-
ment, and like that, they may * flourish in immortal
youth,”” 1f they are founded oin the immutable princi-
ples of Justice and truth; and we fondly believe, that

B -
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ours will endurc unburt by the ravages of time, and
that future ages will be their witness, that ¢ decay?s
¢ffacing fingers” are too feeble to crush therr mussive
columnps !

The durability of the political institutions™ in the
‘‘ coodly heritage? where we duwell will be protract.
cd by the mildness of their provisions, their pacifick
temper, and the regularity of their operations,  The
pestilential vapours of revoluuon and disorder arc
odious to the feclings ol culuvated men, when thev
are not roused by some powerful excitement, and if
lelt in the tranquil enjoyment of civil and social liber.
1y, they cherish little disposition to abandon their
quict possessions, for the dazzling meteors which
eleam 1o times of commotion, and they shrink with
intuitive dread from the desolating whiriwind of rey-
olutionary passion! There are indeed exceptions
in those fierce and restless spirits, who own no joy
but in the ‘pulse’s maddening play,”” who feel ne
exhilirating rapture but in the raging [ury of battle
and strife ; but these untameable tempers are com-
pavatively few ; and to them the jealous prudence of
a people living under liberal 1nstitutions of govern-
ment affords but few opportunities to disturb estab-
lished regularity ; and as hereditary honours arc dis-
curded, they can never attain by birth to a rank, which
would cnable them like the * madmen of Sweden
and Macedonia” to sucrifice both government and
people in pursuits which caprice or imaginary honour
may describe. ‘They are therefore in our country
chained to a limited sphere; and the mind would
fatigue itscif in vain in apprehending danger from
their restreined and scattered exertions when acting
on the stability of these opwnions which are the legits
imate offsprieg of equitable moderation.  "These sen-
timents, so congenial to the bencvolent fcclings ot
men, will never cease to find their way to the hearts
of most; and thus the mildacss these institutions
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promote gives to them health and vigour in retarn,
and almost ensures their perpetual doration.—There
is little inducement to hazard the perils of rebellion,
where no pressure is felt, and where hope in the wide
range ol variaticn can point to no prospect more
arateful to the imagination or the wishes of men than
the scenes of present enjoyment.  Yet it cannot be
denied, that in the midst of prosperity, the forms of
government have sometitnes suddenly changed, and
with a rapidity which surpasses belief, ¢ establish-
ments apparently the most solid and thrones the most

ancient’? have been melted away by the fervour of
somc sudden and violent revolution.  But where

thesc have occurred, the institutions of government
had no fixed and certain principles by which they
were supported but rested exclusively on the uncol-
lected maxims of gencral law, joined with the unsat.
===jgfactory and perhaps_varying authorittes ol prece.

dent.  From such dangersweas a people are exempt
—for the forms of our government are accurately
described, and all 1ts powers distinctly defineds  1n
other countries, exccutive authority may salely in.
dulge in the wildest aberrations {from duty and justice,
and screen the enormity of the wrong by pointing to
some similar or perhaps more flagrant deviation of a
bold predecessor ; but in ours,that guardian of its
rights—a written constitution—points to power the
path 1t must pursue, and procliims in the com. .
mandirg lunguage of Omnipotence, ¢ hitherto shalt
thou go, but no fariher.””

From those frequent and usual causes of the pros.
tration of government—the imbecility on the one
hand, and the sternness on the other, of its provisions
—our political institutions are completely secure....
"The strcams of justice pass in equable currents by
every door 1n our land, and no subject requires the
mterierence of the spirit of chivalry to save him from
the lawless oppressions of giganuck power. Alike

F
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distinguished from the weakness that invites the ap-
gressions of proud ambition, and the despotism, that
drives by the cruelty of its 1nflictions through suffer-
ings at last to rebellion, the establishments of our
government havé little to fear from the attempts of
the one or the exasperations of the other. If, mis.
taking the mildness they inculcate for the measure of
their strength, some aspiring demagogue, in the
wildness of his political enthusiasm, should endeav-
our to destroy the forms of our gavernment, to build
his personal greatness on their ruins, he will meet in
the career of his fully with an overthrow as signal as
attended that lunatick hero aof roimance, when his
madness induced an engagement with the wind-mills
in knightly encounter ! A constant vigilance—the
consequence of that compact which combines distant
territories together—would unceasingly expose his
insinuations, and the spirit of enquiry, which results
irom the local ambition of the north, the west, and
the south, would detect every variety of-plan and con.
trivance, and unitedly darken his hopes by nvolving
him in constant defeat.—And still less even than
these, are the dangers our institutions must encoun-
ter from the extent of the power they impart,  They
Yimit while they definey and surround the authority
they bestow with restrictions both firm and discreet ;
aud no powers of importance are lelt to the mdeﬁmte
law of discretion. ~ The system, thus founded on the
permanent principles -sf right,.secures the affections
of the heart, while the underatandmg pays an ¢ undis.

~ sembled homage? to its excellence; and even when
it hore the severest pressure of that peril and com.

motmn which have charactcrlzed our times, Com-
plaint foupd other objects on which to exhaust its
murmurs, and our political institutions could then
boast of the avowed affection of every heart, while
every eye was still thrown on them as the pndc and
safety of our country ! -
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To estimate the duration of the forms and sub-
stance of our government by the term of existence
prescribed to the establishments of other countries,
1s to indulge in idle and unmeaning speculatlon....
What is the resemblance between our free constitu-
tion and the mighty despotism which has just crums-
bled on the ficlds of France ? or where 1s the analo-
gy which holds between our Institutions anc the
tottering fubrics of fanatick Spain? what features
do we wear in common with the thrones and dynas.
ties of Europe ? or how much nationality have we

drawn from the lind of our ancestors? Who does
not fee] the distinction 1 government to be wide as

the waters which divide our climes, and sufficient to
engender the causes which render the tamishing pop-
ulation there, as wretched as poverty and ignorance
can make them, while all our country is vocal with
the delights of education and liberty, superadded to
the solid comforts of plenteous subsistence ?
Republics 1ndeed...the- establishments of former
days...have long since passed away, unable to bear
the contlicts of revolution and time. The noble sin «
plicity of Grecian liberty, and the mujestick grandeur
~ of Roman republicanism have ahike disappeared, and
the record of their former {reedom only has st 1*'vw<:d
while we know that savage hordes of northern inva.
ders have since trampled on- the interesting soil of
the last, and the ferocious Turk still wanders in the
mdulo'encc of malignant passion among the remain.
ing monuments of the-first. . But to us belongs not
the fate which broke upon them for both the repub-
lics of Greece and Rome were destitute of that
pacifick temper...that certain and definite character...
which are peculiarly connected with the institutions
of our government; and each of them, with little
discriminatior or justice, having disturbed the na-
tions on every side with the continual tumults of
war and the clangour of arms, at last lost their pru.
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dence in the extravagant joy of success or wildness
of victory ; and having yiclded to the solicitations of
that boundless dissipation, 1n which their riches...
the trophies of nncounted victories ..enabled them to
indulge, after struggling ineftectually awhile, they
surrendered ther freedom to the conquering arms of
a Plhalip aud a Caesar 3 and alike descended from the
nroud elevation of hiberty to the stern cmbraces ot
despotism v the splendid car of Eastern magnilfi.
cence andluxury ! |
And Iittle have these favourite mstitutions of our
government---so secure from the spirit of revolution
and thie blasts ol civil commotion---to dreadl from
the violence or peower of foreign hostility.  If inva.
sicn threatens to land her legions on our shores, one
common sensation thrills with corresponding sy mpa-
thy in every breast; and like the promiscuous ana
pervading gencrosity which united all hearts in de-
fence of Baltimore, when hostile bayonets gleamed
round its entrenchments; if the rights or liberties of
our country arc in danger, all*its valour and force
will be found gathering on the same ficld, and ming-
ling in the same array with kindred devotion, ensur-
ing success by the ardour of confidenge and the pride
of patriotism ; and prepared, wherever necessity
calls for the eflort, to imitate the bright example of
Russian magnanimity, which preserved its govern-
ment by the distressing but triumphant sacrifice of
its riches and grandeur !—Already the strength of
our warriors has been tested on the field of bautle
and the ““mountain wave;*? and many. a plain from the
hicights of Bunker to the mounds of New.Orleans 15
the witness, while the beaten Insurgents of France and
“lic conquercd Guerrieres and Javas of England pro-
claim their irresistible energy.  How vain to attempt
the destruction of our government by bursting thro?
the phalanx composed of the descendants of W asy-
tngToN and the brethren of Lawrenge and Pixz !
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The present situation of our country---now, when
the cannon’s roar has ceased to tell of hostilities with
fngland, and the corsairs of Barbary, who clung with
ereedy embrace to our government to taste its trib.
utary streams;-have-beea-shaken from their hold like
‘““ dew drops from the Lion’s mane ;”’ now, when the
friendliness of our foreign relations finds no rival buc
in the joyiul tranquillity of our domestick inter.
course---adds new confirmation to those rational
hoped, that anxiously anticipate the perpetual endur-
ance of our political institutions, In the peaceful
progress of successful operation, their powers and
'Capucity are still more amply unfolded, as they as-
sume fresh strength for deeper dangers; removing
those burdens, which passed trials have induced; and
as they draw into action and lile the resources and
vigour of the nation, and Drif@ on each succes.
sive variation with unerring/{azquillity and exact-
ness.  While a feverish disquictude, which pervades
many of the countries of 184rope, threatens their re-
spective governments with s\l edy destruction, and
revolution seems almost preppred to strugele with
the monarch of Sweden and’ the tyrant of Spain:
while the power of the House of Bourbon is support.
ed by tens of thousands ,of forcign bayonets, anc
“the unqualified privilege of inquisitorial impris.
onment vested in the servants of the Crown protecis
the cndangered throne of Albion; we behold ennee
ol our fellow citizens, who, having calmly relinquish.
ed the highest honours in the nation, now repose in
digntfied retircient, while a rourtn, just ushered
into the office they have left, is cheered by the loud
and universal acclamations of his affectionate coun-
trymen !

No, my Countrymen ! our political institutions.--
those: pillars of our Independence---ure not destined
to fall.  ““"I'he stern tide of human time? shall  pass
hurmless by the enduring ¢hiffy on which they rest,

»
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and 1ts ceasciess flocds shall bleach and beautify, but
not destroy these adamantine monuments,  Stiil they
shall support our civil liberty through unnumbered
ages ; and the hope, that 5prings from the assurance
of their unfading power, points through the grateful
vista of advancing years to the pertected pyramid of
our country’s glory, adorned with the trophies of
successtul art and triumphant science. Then shall
the calm histortan tell how his country was born in
danger and cradled in "honour, and exulting burds
enrich their stratns with the gallant achievements of
its early days; while virtue and valour and literature
and science shall still combine to dignify, adorn and
defend it.  Then its wide population, which throng
the shores of the Atlantic and raise the murmtirs of
settlement and business on the banks of the Mis.
sourt, shall meet round the altar of Liberty, and
breathing congenial sentiments, shall exchange their
offerings of patriotism there, where ¢ on earth there is
peace and good will towards men.”’— Round that-altar
shiould now assemble on this yustrnee oF FreepoM
all the brethren of our national family, to brighten
the chain of our Union by mutual and cordial con-
gratulations ; and there should they indulge, in con.
nection with the loud joys of exulting festivity,
the silent but unspeakable ecstacy ¢¢ of hearts that are
mingled in peace,” |

o

i



