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A7 the requell of my Fellow-Citizens, this Ora-
tion again lolicits the indulgence of the Publsc.




AN

ORATION.

FRIENDS AND FELLOW=CITIZENS,

SINCE you -have conferred on
- me, the honor of leading our contemplations; on
thisjoyful and important occafion ; permit me o
place unfhaken confidence in your ¢amdot. -~ -~

The commemoration of remarkablé events is
a cuftom fan&ioned by the univerfal praftice df
‘civilized nations, and derives a ftill higher fan&ioh
from the facred volume. That the memery of

great events may be duly perpetuated, men are
commanded to tell them to rifing generations.

« Hath this been in your days, or in the days
of your Fathers? Tell ye your children of it, and
let your children tell their children, and their
children another gencration.”” The mighty
deeds, wrought by Jehovah, while he led Ifrael
from bitter flavery in Egypt, through the wilder-
nefs, to the enjoyment of the promifed land, are
frequently celebrated by the facred pen of infpira.
tion. Hence we have ample authonty for the
due commemoration of our National Independence.

Surc I am, that very few, among the nnnum-
‘bered events which have diverfified the hiftory of
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the human race, have ever occurred more impor-

tant to the happinefs of men, or more worthy of
commemoration.

A frequent recurrence to thofe noble principles
on which our laboring plan of State was originally
founded, and to thofe fentiments and a&ions on
which the glory and felicity of our nation reft fup-
ported, muft be highly interefting. It gives our
rifing offspring opportunity, to imbibe the noble
fpirit of their Fathers, and to receive an impor-
tant portion of happinefs, which might otherwife be

loft. Every true patriot muft realize joyful fenfa- -

tions : and it is but a juft tribute of refpect to our
moft bepevalent Sovereign.

Thofe principles and noble a&ions which led
to, and produced the cftablithment of the Inde-
pendence of our country, conftitute the theme of
our prefent Commemoration,

If we believe the word and infinite perfe&ion of
God, we muft admit the connexion and harmo-
nious operation of all events, for the accomplifh-
ment of the moft noble and important ends. Onthis
ground,we muft admit, that the feelings, principles,
andnoble actions of our venerable Forefathers,ftood
conne®ted with our nation’s Freedom and Inde-
pendence.  The feelings refulting from opprei-
fion, a fervent defire for focial equality, and the
principles of eternal juftice, moved them to con-
ccive and profecute one of the boldeft enterprizes
that ever engaged the mind of man. We may
trace its origin, not to the luft of conquetft, nor to
the defire of gain, but to the love of Civil and Re-
ligious Liberty. And its profecution, in every
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ftep, was marked with an effort and conftancy
highly honorable to their name.

The pleafant and fertile ficlds, the affluence and
fplendor of the oid world, were moft cheerfully
abandoned, for the fake of Liberty to worthip their
God without moleftation. Hence when infpired
with the fublime purpofe, of fecking refuge from
cruel oppreflion, ir the wilds of America, and of
converting her forefts into the favorite manftons
of Liberty ; Heaven looked on them: with a fmile.

Had they been criminals, making their efcape
from deferved punithment, concealmient woaid
have been their firft obje®. And if permitted io
crofs the wide Atlanticin fafety, it is very probable,
they would foon have fallen, by the hands of their
wild neighbors, or fhared fome dreadful calamity.
But when they attempted the American coloniza-
tion, their caufe was juft. They Hed, not from the
wholefome reftraints of Governinent, nor with an
cxpectatior of that Liberty, which promifes un-
controlled indulgence to the luf's and appetites of
human nature.

But with a2 becoming diffieafure, they left a
country, which denied them the proper rights of
chriftians and of men. He, who rides on the wings
of the wind and governs the ftorm and raging
tempeft, proteted them from the dangers of the
boifterous ocean, inarked out the place of deftina-
tion, and lapded them fafely on thefe inhofpitaole
fhores. The divine protedtion was flill neceflary :

- for they were now in a wild and dizary wilder-
nefs, inhabited, by wild beafts and mean.
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While they faithfully applied every proper mean
of fafety and profperity, innumerable difficulties
were furmounted ; the omnipotent arm removed

the heathen, and their fettlement was made per-
manent.

The firft emigrants to this continent were faga-
cious and enlightened men, cool and deliberate in
difcuffion, firm and unwearied to maintain their
" rights; and to carry into operation their rational
fyftem. A fyftem happily calculated to place
them and their rifing offspring in the quict enjoy-
ment of folid Liberty.

Many of them were vencrable for thofe endow-
ments, fo highly ornamental to the human charac-
ter, and fo happily conducive to the profperity of
a community.

Their plans, being the refult of their united coun-
fels, were executed by common confent, and the
exertion of their combined powers. Hence to
their joy, it was verified, that ¢two are better
than one; that a threefold cord is not quickly
broken : and that in a multitude of counfellors
there is fafety.”

As many of them were men of ftrong minds,
and well taught in folid literature ; they were duly
«qualified to take the lead both in Church and State,
to diffufe ufeful knowledge among the whole, and
to lay a broad foundation for a great, refpe(table,
and happy nation.

If you travel through fome parts of this, and
of other countries, and duly obferve the manners

and habits of the people ; you can {carcely difcover
the leaft trace of moral obligation, or evidence of
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any fuitable attention to the folid ‘educaiion of
children. No places dedicated to the worthip of
God are to be feen. Nor can you believe, from

what appears, that Religion is refpeited, or that
duty is performed in any good degree.

But with pleafure we contemplate the very op-
pofitec in our vencrable Forefathers. Doth Deity
prefide over, and dire& all events in the whole uni-
verfe to the beft poffible ends? They firmly be-
lieved it. 'With the noble fpirit of patriotiim, 2
lively fenfe of moral obligation found a conftant
refidence in their hearts. And their condu& gave
full proof of their fupreme love to God and uni-
verfal good will to men.

Prote@ion againft the attacks of the indians,
and the f.oply of their daily wants, required the
conftant and moft vigorous exertion of every
power. Yet public, private, and fecret devo-
tion were not negle@ed. Schools for the educa-
tion of their rifing offspring were formed, more
public Seminaries of Learning founded ; and Tem-
ples dedicated to the worfhip of their God. Their
children faw examples of piety and order, and re-
ceived religious inftrucion both in families, and
in their literary eftablithments. To their honor
be it faid, that the poor children fhared the beneft
of education, with the rich, and that on a plan then
new to the world.

Thus while the new world was opening, Colo-
nization progrefling, and the wildernefs of Co-
lumbia becoming a fruitful field, important objeds
gave ample fcope to all the energies of the human
mind ; and a broad foundation was laid for focal
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equahity, for order, Liberty and happinefs. The
Colonies rofe into refpeability, and for a time,
happily fourithed under the Crown of Great Bri-
tain.

Had not the Snavercigns of that nation, anrigh-
teoufly attempted tc burden their Colorifts, had
they purfued the policy ditated by their own in-
tereft, and treated the Americaus on the grouad
~ of equality, reciprocal affeion might have been
the happy confequence ; and perhaps they might
have retained to this day, a durable and moit im-
portant empire.

But thair fordid {ouls were not contented with
the lucrative inonopoly of our trade. Hence they
attempted to eftablith a durable fyftem of internal
taxation ; to bring the Colonics, who were not
reprefented, to acknowladge the perpersal right of
Parliament, to tax them ia all aates whatfoever.

To give a favorable reception to this poifonous
draught, it was at firft urged as the price of their
protection. But the enlightened Americans loak.
ed through the weil, fully apprehended the defign,
and obje@ed with unfthaken firmnefs. Not that
they were unwilling to pay juft demands. But
they were unwilling to be flaves. Unwilling to
fabmit to any propofition or a@ of Parliament
which would eftablith the oppreffive precedent, cr
fanQion it 35 their right, to tax the Colonies at
pleafure.

Fully poflefled of the operations of tyranar,
they ditdained even an experiment on their liber-
ties. Senfible that a yoke, already impoiad, would
be broken with the utmoft difhculey, if broken at
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all; they refolutely determined to prevent the im-
pofition. Hence as often as the attempt was made,
to carry their plan into execution, it met the bold
and unthaken refiftance of united Amenica. No
pretended friendthip, no delufive plea, nor threat.
ening moved them to hold fill, and lofe their
eyes. Nor did the numbers a.d brilhancy of the
moft potent armies on earth, deprefs their fparits
and awe them to fubmiffion.

But while obftinacy and cruclty progrefed on
the part of Britzir, unthaken fortitede and refolu-
tion increafed on the part of America @ uatil the
connexicn Letween the two countries was com-
pletely defiroyed by the violence of reciprocal hof-
tilities: ard our Reprefentatives declared the
united Colonies, Free, Sovercign and Independent
States. This event flands high among the opening
fcenes of Providence. It has often engaged the
- attention, and frequently employed the pens, of
And it will ever exate the admiration of all na-
tioas.

That was emphatiaally an eventful period, when
our national exitience commenced. To what an
amamng height did the tone of heroifm then riic
in the minds of freemen ? The importance of Lib-
erty was fenfibly felt. It was fully realized. Every
other coafideration was happily fubordinated to the
common good. The omnipotent arm of Jehovah
was firit fought and refied on, as cur Shield and
Defence.  Whik the infinite importance of the
public caufe was felt by true Americans, union,
~ folid union took place with all readinefs. And in-
écpendent ground was taken with unfhakes firw.

B
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pefs and fortitude, They flood ready to meet
their potent enemy in any combat ; to venturé on
every daring enterprize; to cxecute every wife pur-
pofe; toendure every hardthip; and to make every
poflsble facrifice for the fake of Liberty. For this
indeed, the common good of their oountry, they
were even forward to veature on all the ¢ varte-
ties of untried beirg,” and to facrifice life itfelf.
Being few in number, untaught in the arts and
without the weapons of war, and unfortified
againfl a potent and unrelenting enemy ; at that
moiaent, when invaded by a brilliant and moft
potent army, and when that fleet the dread of all
nations infefted our coafis, even then, they dared
to pronounce an eternal {feparation from our parent
country, and to throw the gauntlet at the greateft
power on earth. A long and bloody war enfued.
But of this particulars will not be expe&ed. Were
it poflible however, I would count, in your pre-
fence, all thofe millions of treafure expended dur-
ing the whole conteft. Then I would conduct you
to Lexington, -from thence to Breed’s-hill, and
from thence to all places where battles were
fought ; exhibit before you every plan and move-
ment of American Heroes during the war ; and
dwell particulasly on the great and noble a&ions
of the illuftrious Wathington, who, under God,
probably wrought more blefings for his country
than any man. ' In immediate view of every en-
gagement, [ would open before you, every wound
received by American foldiers, their blood flowing
from their veins i crimfon ftreams, and prefent
you with their dying groans and agonies. Then
with their graves open to vicw, | would difclofe
every motive from which they acted, and thew you
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all their labors, hardfhips, fufferings and noble ac-
tions during the bloody conteff. To this I would
add all that was done and fuffcred by thofe who
lived through the tedious war. And thus | would
prefent you with the invaluable price of your free-
dom ; with ail thefe feelings, fufierings and noble
adions which were neceflary to the maintenance
of that ledependence, for which, our venerable
forefathers laid the foundation, and which was de-
clared in Seventy-Six. Seme prefent were adtive,
while thefe flupendous feenes were paffing. 'To
them the moft able defcription is only 2 revival of
paft experience. Few of us however had fufficient-
ly advanced in life, tatake an altive part in the de-
fence and falvation ef that Liberty, which our fa-
thers have bequeathed to us, for a glorious inhe-
ritance. We would fondly indulge the bope that
the foundation of our independence will never give
way ; that our country will aever call us ta thofe
hardfhips, to thofe extraordinary and heroic exer-
tions, which crown their names with glory. But
fhould this fond hope be difappointed, and this
folemn call reach our ears, it is prefumed that full
proof will be given, that their fpirit happily refts
on us ; by an altual duplay of that heroifm and
republican virtue, which fthone fo confpicuoutly in
them. During feven years hoftility, the Britith .
- Government expended an hundred millions of
treafure, toolithly facrificed thoufands of her vete-
ran troops, to maintain a moft malevolent claim.
But was compelled to give up the purfuis, toleave
the ground with difgrace, “to bear the heavy load
of accumulated calamity, and to clofe an inglori-
ous war in which fthe had frequently been the ob-
je&t, but rarel; the a&or of a triumph.” Inftead
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of adding to national grandeur ; and procuring a
fund for future corruption and extravagance ; fhe
was. clothed with fhame, and left to bear her own
ponderous burden without the help of Independ-
ent America. The hiftory of our nation from that
period to the prefent, is highly interefting. But
to be particular on this, would carry me beyond
proper limits. In the progrefs of events, the nu-
merous defes of the Copfederation were realized.
Infurmountable difficulties, too many to be ftatec.,
_zofe to view, and forcibly taught leading men,
that, to fecure liberty and profperity, the States
muft be conneded by an indifloluble bond of
union. The wifdom of the nation was fummeon-
ed, and after four months mature deliberation,
united in that moft excellent inftrument, the Fed-
cral. Conftitution. To fay lefs were ingratitude ;
for it is emphatically the mafter piece of human
wifdom. QOppofition to -its adoption, however,
in fome States was formidable. But one State fol-
lowed another, till eleven States were united in this
happy bond. A Prefident was then chofen. Hap-
py for Americans that the man was raifed to the
exalted chair, who had led them through the dif-
trefles of war to the cheering beams of peace.

Though they placed unlimited confidence in
him, and hence were lefs guarded, he did not dif
appoint their moft fanguine expe@ations. Inftead
of leflening his fame, an important addition was
made to his virtues and noble actions. By the
adoption and execution of the wifeft meafures, the
nation rofe into refpectability and grew in wealth
and importance. Americans! To what part of
PUr country may we turn our eyc and not behold
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the happy fruits of that union? Do not the rich
and the poor, fearned and uniearned fhare the in-
valuable bleflings of Liberty ? Since the wheels of
government have moved on this foundation, have
not all the States feen and felt the ‘ufinite impor-
tance of that Conflitution which is the folid link
of their connexion. |

Our Conftitutions of Government happily com.
bined Liberty vrith order, and the fecurity of in-
dividual right, with the neceflary energy of the
ruling power. Ard is it not juft and grateful to
fay, that tke bleflings of civil and religious liberty
are here enjoyed to higher perfection, than by any
people on the giobe? Afide from African flavery,
which ftains the hiftory of every nation where it is
fuffered, what defcription of men can produce a
juft complaint. Americans! happy Americans !
Are our fellow countrymen opprefled? Are they
compelled to devote the firft fruits of all their la-
bors to fovereigns of the land, to fupport them in
extravagance ; while they muft live on the mean-
eft food ? No, mo, fellow citizens, the bleflings of
Liberty are not made the exclufive right of a few,

but are as diffufive, as the inhabitants of our happy
land, |

if you pafs through the States, the city, town or
village is nct to be found, where oppreflion reigns.
Provifion is made for the fecurity of life and pro-
perty, civil and religious rights to every man.
Even the criminal may not feel the weight of in-
jufice, unlefs it be in oppofition to the fpirit of
our laws and Corftitutions of Government.

The door is happily clofed againft perfecution.
Qne religious fect is not made fuperior to all oth-
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ers. Hypocrfy is not thus encouraged. But
every denomination fbares the ineftimable free-
dom. Al are prateded while they worfhip God
according te the dictates of their own confciences.
The means of infiruQion are open to ali, and free

mgRiry is tolerated.

Happy Americans! On what part of the globe
would you prefer to live? Where will you find
fuch univerfal Liberty ? Was it not infinite goud-
pefs, that gave you birth in this land ?

Look on eother nations, behaold the hifted hand
of the oppreflor, and the pains of the opprefled,
and contemplate the heathen ready to perith for
lack of wifion : then turn to your own country,

and learn to prize your liberty.

Our country has produced her learned and great
men, and enrolled their names on the fair page of
fame. In this refpect, her annals ftand high
among all nations.

In the fame portion of time, where have the
arts and {ciences, agriculture and commerce flou-
rifhed more, or been carried to higher perfection,
than on this continent ? Or what nation has rifen
higher in dignity on the face of the whole earth ?

Had the fettlement, growth and profperity of
our nation been predict:d two hundred years ago,
who would have credited the prediction? But
however then-improbable to man, the event has
taken place, and is the pleafing theme of this day.

But is there no ground to fear, that, at fome
future period, our profoeds will be veiled in dark-
nefs ? Ought we not to fear, that the clouds of
public calamity will colle& and thicken to 2 tem-
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peft, and pour forth upon ws their magazines of
deftruction ? In that cafe, our hiftory woueld re-
femble the hiftory of all nations. Changes are
quite common, in this world. Divine Providence
is complex, containing a mixture of adverfity and
profperity, for nations, as well asindividaals. One
generation paffes away and another fucceeds. Like
the mighty billows of the ocean, nations rife and
fall. When they have rifen high in maguitade
and glory, they frequently fink as low in wretch-
ednefs. Bot what is referved for America is hid-
" den, within the divine purpole.

Righteoufnefd exalteth 2 nation, and wildom is
ever profitable to dired®. If we retain and carry
jnto operation the fpirit of owr Forcfathers, and
fithfafly parfue that fydem of governmest, un-
der which, we have fo happily profpered, we fhal,
in afl probabifity, il enjoy peace in all our bee-
ders, and plenty in 2l our habitations,

But if we adl in oppofition to the will of that
God who rules all nations ; if we break into par-
ties, prefer the vain philolophy of the wicked to
the wifdom of the juft, fet at nought thofe juft
and equal laws, by which our civil and religious
liberties have been proteéted and fecured, and will
not entruft our national concerns with the wife
and good : if we thus depart from the fpirit of
our predeceflors: we have great reafon to fear,
that the judgments of Heaven will convince us of
our folly, when it is too late for repentance. But
we wifh not to indulge thefe gloomy apprechenfions,
and would fondiy hope for better things :—That
our people will be righteous, that we fhall imitate
the fteady habits and noble virtues of our venera-
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bleForefathers,pleaﬁngly progrefs in our wife fyf
tem of government, preferve our happy Union,

Independence and Freedom, and excel every other
4nation, in profpenty, dlgmty and honor.

A foundation is here lid for great and glonous
things, and the fupesfiructure va&ly exceeds in

magnitude and glory.

" While we fondly hope, that all poﬁible bleflings,

- refulting from civil and religious liberty, will here
defcend to our pofterity, even to the lateft gene-
rations : we would iook forward to that blefled
era, when wars fhall be no longer known, when
arbitrary oppreflive power fhall be no longer felt,
when juft and equal Liberty fhall carry its ineftima-
ble bleflings to every portion of mankind, and
when party diftintions and differences fhall no
longer require mutual forbearance and condefcen.
fion. Then that Jefus, now defpifed by many,
fhall be univerfally honored as king of tie na.
tions; and men thall be as ready to com:mmemor:te
his death, as they now are to celebrate their liter
ty and independence. And then fhall a pure of-
fering of praife be directed to God, from the riing
to the fetting fun, and from the river to the ends
of the carth. .




