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AN ORATION; &

THE kind and indulg;ﬁ”t'jﬁod of N‘iﬁ:h, hnfoﬁmd the weft
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ern continent to fupply Inhabitants, with every thing fuited to
 their comfort. A variety of climates, every.fsil, every convens
~ience are placed in the bourdaries of this land. The ferti'e fi-.dg *

invite the induftrious, the cbbing and flowing rivers call upi ithe
adventurer ; the hills and vales, -the ftreams and cafcades, proe
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nounce an ample reward to the fearcher of Nature’s woiks, |

~-= There is-fcarcely any thing, vegitable, animal, or mineral, that

~ may not be fonnd in this magazine of plenty. Riches and ree |

wards, lic in magnificient profufion in this florehofe of Nature,
The eye- is invited: with the beauteous fcerery, and the heart re-

" galed, with the bounteous gifts of rich produ&ion. The nod=

-ding plumes of the folitary foreft, fpeak to the Mechanic, in
~impreflive voice, the hidden treafure engages the Philofopher, the
bounding lakes and the dividing ftreams fct marks and rudiments
to the Politician.  All are equally irvited. In this continent an’

ample field is opened, to difplay abi:ity, to reward induftry, to

make life improved, and to make MAN LIVE LIKE MAN.

- Nature’s God never made any thiog in vain. The fmalleft ine
fe@, and the higheft feraph equally 2nfwer their end. That the

American continent fhould b: made void of defign, is a thought

as ignorant as it is zbiurd. ‘For it, was defigned to exhibit the
rife and progrcis of the fair=ft fabric, the grandeur of men, the

honci of being, the TEMPLE OF LIBERTY,
Different nations claim the difcovery of America. Every ac-

‘count is buried in darknefs, or loft in fable, until a late period.
Cglumbus drew afide the veil, and removed the curtain, behind |
which, prieftly tyranny, and contralted igiorance, withdrew

themfelves, where they gnawed, and pounded on the live - of

Philofophy and Truth. The enchantment was broken, the news
return to gaping aftonifhment, that men may not longer be con- |
fined to a prifon like Eurcpe, but bound forth into ranges, wide
as imagination. The emulous hear with pleafure, the friend of

mankind exults with joy, sand the ambitious are bufied in golden

dreams.—The weftern continent h:ld up a piQuie, of vaft and

incalculable importance.
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. "Psayumits and KABIT, are the meft infurmountable enemjes
'@ menr. They endfiige the paffionso thelr afiftance, and ra
. “wp moft formidable barri¢rs to the view. “Alexander the great
~ "fiid, ¢“he who ‘has oxEfcome PREJYDICE and WA ST has minde
~.greater conquelts, ‘than-he, who fubdued worlds.” Thefe were
= t‘he enemies who forbad, and the buiwarks that-tood in the way,
1o .px‘wcnt%'i’ioafand;ﬁmm“ peopling the -aew difcovered world.
2 IDid not thefe pefts of men, rife up, and grow in their frame, they
. would be ever- a®ive after improvemefit and perfe&ion. ‘But
 “¥herever they are found,*and ‘they-sre lefs or more in-all, they
“iarrow the ‘mind, and tuen calleus av’éi}r fentiment. Their wall
 of adamant is fixed, with terror and difmay te all that attermpt an
gfcape. “The ‘Philofopher, ‘'who bredks their guards, and cludes
~ their grafg‘, is lmoft a dsiracle. The.man who breaks their
- eords, is Sampfon like, and iirwed 25 2 Wondér. The conquer-
- 'prs: of prejudice ‘and habit, are:wurthies of renown; wherever
“shey-appear, Nature thews her richeft pradu&ion, her centre-
~“wheel,"and grand fpridg to every atchievment great, adﬂ/uce&mﬂ
.. Whatapity'! that tmen ‘labor under - fuch wesknefls and in.
Armity. . What a pity | that the tyrant’s hend is vaifed to pess
- formy, whitt'the fRrongeft metives, the cogent allurements, and the
perfaafive voice of nature's {weets are not able to do. By this
?ﬁﬁn‘mﬁriﬁfmm, ‘18 the bleod (ucking tyrant introduced inty
"ereatiori, and oversuled for good. Te-this fource we are obliged
- " to trace the ‘peopling :of thefe States. . With' pity let us view,
- arith forsow let us contemplarz the painful yet inftru&ive fcerie,
After the difcovery of America, years elapfed, argumems weie
. Qifregarded, tewards were difpifed, few sdventurers yet -appear.
‘The dewy-vales and fertilehills are feen only in fame. Thy
‘*riches and epulence of a luxuriant foil, and the crowns of induftry
'vibrate only‘on the'multitude. Prejudice caufed the parching fun
‘and’ chilling froft to jar, -and arrayed the tlements in cenfufion to
‘prevent cven’reaching hope. Europeans depifed their beft offer,
and-fecludel their pofterity from the means of raifing themfelves
“to the rack of men. The continent of America was then view:.
‘ed-as a prifon, and there, thofe were banithed, who dare to Gif-

At this crifis, diftin&ion ceafes. The advocate of his rights,
the guardians of the laft expiring taper of freedom, are doomed to
‘traverfe the wildérnefs, and to make an acquaintance with the
beafts of the field. ‘The night affaffin, the deftroyer of Peace, and
the worfhiper of Ged in fincerity and truth, are jumbled together,
and deftined to this land. The praying faint, and the clamc&rous
; chriltian,
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_chriftisn, are difmiffed, to tell theit tales of woe to the muﬁﬂu
fiream. and :ﬁa oak. Europein monarchs (htigxkinfat innovae
‘tiony and dreading free difcuffion, by their Jmperial. feals, teanf-

arted their. vitims. Whea the gallows lended under thels
, ﬁ"v and the fire was quenched with human gore, then was mere -

¢y exhibited in the iweftern land.. Ak prifloners are obliged to

"accept, of any. terms, charters ambiguous, snd eguivocs! grants.
were furnifbed, as the jewels snd diamonds of unrelenting pow.
ors ; and the chain galled faves muft hug and emprace the eagines..

éonfcienceh powerful, and when void of ofe |
fence, can dare the greateft difficulties ; nay. mather than febmit, |
encounters even death. The undaunted foul muft bid an adieu

.of their tortures.

to friends and connexions dear as life, the punifiment of Kings

|
!
!
!

 muft be received ag bleffings, and exiffence and.(ecurity held from .

‘them, under uncertain tenures, ambiguous wards, and dembtful

expreflions.. From - fuch begisnings & mation hath arifen, the

-wonder of the world, Upon this fougdation, thofe tranfaions .

arofe, whofe fame. has. reached, from thore to fhore. Thus Eu-

ropean monarchs granted lands they. had feized by rapiosy and

detained by difimulation, to thofe,  whem'they expeed at fome

future day. to eruth into vaflalage, . and rob of. t%s sarnings of the

fweat of their brows. o U

| L:;very golitic_al fcheme and istrigue muft-have its rife and pre-
grefs. C

ed, that under every charter granted, fuch claims were referved,

or fuch. minions employed, as would finally fecure its wifhes,

Buaoyed up, with this expecation,-and iqcfted by-a fyftem of prae-

tifed flavery, when an oppertunity offered, the poflerity of fors
mer perfecutors, appeared the monlter they really #rc. They.

crept from the den, and like a deftroying angel: endeavoured te

feize the perfons and properties of the moft peaceful men, and to.

pafs by unhurt enly thoie, who like the menial hound litked the

rod with which they wete beaten. The orders of eourt hirclings

were vended in America, and reckoned as divine. The uamer..
ciful mandates of an ufurping- defpot were fubftituted, for far-
therly care and paternal affe@ion.  The gaping but never fatis..

oniequently the Britifl authority fometimes ‘pointed.
with the finger of promife, to its young and weak colonies, affur-

fied jaws of T'yranny were opened, to fwallow up the riches of

the land. A charter was ne longer.a defence, life and property
muft se given up, and yielded to the difpofal of .an avaricious
crew. ‘Thus ¢that faireft fabric of human wifdom,” the ¢ Brite
ifh government” grafped for unlawful power, and-endeavored to
reduce to flavery the free born {ons of America, The declarae
on of Independence now read is a living monument of (?is af.

crtion,

-
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@rtion, Thofe folemn appeals to God and men demonfirate the
juftiefs of your ferefathers caufe, and laid the never failing foungs

| ationy of the 4th July 1776 never to be forgotten until time fhai}
' geafetobe. T o
'™ This isa fubje@ that demands refpe®, and fhould be approach-
-¢d, with reverence and refpe&. This is 2 day, that fhould be
" qothmemorated with honor and manly joy 1 fail in apologiees
| for my own deficiency, and am forry, ¢ircumftances did not pet-

| mit me to be a partaker of youriaurels, How would I have
. gejoiced to have helped the wheels of Tyranny down hill. Is
" yuur'toils I had no fhare, in your dangers I had no part ; but in
/ rexl fympathy, I can pour ott my {pirit in the general effufion

b

of joy that appcars this day. I can participate the pleafure of
the rifing generation, and applaud the hongr of the aged fears.
I can rénder thanks to the faviours of this comntry. 1 can walk,
| and join-in the emblems of liberiy, and decorate the memory of
| deceafed patriots, with annual boughs. But di¢ I attempt to
| defcribe your ftruggles and dangers, your togtures and fufferings,
A ﬂcmrfortitude‘ and bravery,; how weuld I wreng you, ye yet
- Hving mopuments, and deceafed heroes. Had I an iron voice,
" @nd an hundred tongues ; had I the trumpet of fame and hey
' emblazoning imagery, how fimply could I tell your virtues, how
far fall fhort of the original. ‘No pencil can draw, no tongue
| ean'tell; all attempts fail, the greatnefs of the atchievement of
' “American independence. R | -
~Xn the early ages of the world, on great and feftival days, an *
enquiry was 18ade, by the mafter of the feaft, what brought us
here, for what purpofe, did we affemble ? Each gueft anfwered in
his turn. On ¢his occafion, the general anfwer may be ; that
fathers bring not their fons here, to vend flattery, to a domineer.
. ing tyranty’ to affit in fixing on the hooks, his devoted vi&tims,
to gaze at his triumphal carr, or to infult the captive dragged at
his chariot wheel. The tyrant’s fword reeking with blood draws
not forth the effufions of our fouls. To lead murmuring inno-
cence, with heavier chains, to lock the fcrew on diftrefled virtue,
is not the order of the day. Slaves may raife their voices on the
birth day of kings. Minions and menial lacqueys may hail their
- ficft breathings ; Poets Laureat may fawn and flatter, when the
pefts of mankind enter the portals of life. Kings, ribbons, ftars
and garters, may hug themfelves in idle fanc¢y, and gaping igno-
rance may worfhip and adore. This day knows no fuch profa-
Jhation, Ror is it garnithed with fuch pigmy and unmeaning titles,
Hail facred 4th July ! Thou all produ@ive day of liberty } Mail
- blelled morn ! 'Thou  reflorer of mature’s rights ! All hail thy
| ~ portals!
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W"ﬂ Fwﬁoﬁ obéﬂ .»..-1.,"95 l'ereTVcd ‘and Frotc&cﬁ hemn bom
"$itrionn. Th RudiblE Rrdins, we part befure: that “God of day, -

, Whofe rollipg orh, proclaimed Amenca free. Ever facred be that, {
’ ghorn ¥ that butft \he bars of darknefs, and with its damng rays,
“@arried the Genius ot Liberty in triumphant fway Thou Hber.
‘ty  dear as tite, fil us with thy flame,. wave over vy, with th’ |
banners, and [mile ou us with thy rofy eﬂ'ulgence. ' ﬁa thy in--

Anence (pr¥ad thro every vein, may avery throbbing pulfc be fil-

led with love and ¢ verfice of thee.  This be our theme ¢ Lis-
BRTY THOU GREATEST coon, without d}ce, life is a load, an.d

time ftands (i

. As every thirg muft have a caufe, rcwurfc to ﬁtff prmmplﬂ,

_\ is al yays attended with afh.muge T review, our couternpla-
tions are affifted, and our fhar. ot praife or biamg is better pio-
prtiofed. In fcannmg the Am»ncao revolution, in viewing its

{t principles ; what peuis can ve mﬁ., w hat pralfcs can we
beftow, on the heroes wro fnuglu and bled, and ce uqumcd for
their country 7 Behold theis fortitude in 1bat moment of perilous
- magnanimity. Come and fee them engaging as hoft, bravely
daring to conguer or. to dies  The cosflit was big with fate. =
B“ufy memory paints the feilowing feene.

* An' armed banditti, was landed onyour thore. Thefe vuprine
eipled wretches panted'attes plunder. Deat 10 all reftizint, they
leaped upon their prey. -The warhes ot deah ate prepared,——
The weapons of flaughter were. rew fharpened,  The, blood
colours fly. The prancing fieeds and glittering fpears were aﬁ
muftered i m array. The wailik- drums, and rcaring cannon pros
ciaim the harbingers ot death. Tl coafts were {urrounded with
fvimming prifons, srd every wave floats fignals of diftrefs.—
Hark ! the crackling flumes alcend the fky ; hamlets, towns, and
villages™ lie in -one cuntufed rnin. The motber weeps, the or-
phan crieb, a fullen ftillnefs wrings the father’s loul. Flame to
fame, blaze ta blaze, reach trom Georgia to the Maine. -

The yet living patriots, ard ceceafed heroes were infpired with
no cothmon fortitude, in that hour of diftrefs.  Depending on the
juftice of their caufe, and appealing to the God of battles, thrx
ftood the fhock undifmayed. Undiftinguifhed ruin, and devigg
metcy firmly 'cemented their union, aud in the ficld of battlc they’
hazarded the- pn'ze. .

The Heroes of ’76 wadcd through blocd, ‘arrefted the morficr,
and at the ever memorable battle of Bunker’s hill, lopped «ff one
‘of the heads of the Britith hydra. T'here, were tried the brava-
odees of an Englifh houfe of Lords —'¢ My Lord« I can inform you
¢ that thoufands of rcbels and ¢ffeininaie Americans, yill ﬂy!bc- f

ore
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a6 fofg e ginersls and red.comtsd gremadiers.”. Did theyfiy ?
.-f#m,xgg%y'aemd the ¢urretit, and ftramg the nerves pf’:,l;'t-rim.\
- ifm. Tho fQeves of England s bite the duft,” grumbling. re«
M ’1‘!; cataftrophe ended not here. - Year upon year fucceeds.ww

- /Thy tarmge encreafes. - The Sons of Libesty defpife Georgial

guthority,. and ¥id defrahce to his hofts. They rallied round
their country’s right, like a rock that neither the cosroding hand

‘wf time, nor the proud billows:cah remuve. The poifoned meat
 and:the envenomed drapght thinned your ranks; but like cement-
44 granite, youp phalanxes flood unmoved. The prifon fhips,
“and foating hells wreaked out their torments ; amid thefe fuffera
ings, love of liberty and countsy was yourall, - . A
»’?n'ward divifion joined by neutrality, and indiffcrence, aimed
“the deadly ftab. ‘The domcftic affaflin ftood ready- to plunge the
deadly dagger. ' . ‘The worthlefs hypocrite, ¢ seady to mimic for~
¢ row,; when the hzart is not fad” aurfed his cowardly wrath te
keep it warm, and the lukewarm foul, like the weather-cock,

. ‘offered his rotten-and changing fervice. But fuch mifcreants
were over-ruled. Through a ten. years war, through -lofles and

- dangcrs, throygh bleodflied and death, by the roaring cannon, -and
seeking feel, the temple of liberty was raifed, and the foundatien
of your conftitution was 2id, which ftands the teft of time, and
dhines with unrivalled luftre. o 4
~ Say; ye hoary heads, ye who bear the fcars, and fhew the
wounds, - will ye enter Liberty’s temple with polluted fteps ? Ye
young generation, will ye ever fell your fathers honors, and

Jaurels, for the fmiles of Tyrants ¥ 'Will ye, who were haunt=d

~by lurking deftroyers, as by the nightly ghoft, ever fhare the
trophics of your country, with pretended patriots # The impious
pretenders, ‘will fall down, and fhrink intc their original mean-
nels, before the dome of true, virtuous, and ftedfaft Liberty.—-
Yonr Conftitution needs neither, the fmiles of the carelefs, the
broken bow of the fleeping centinel, nor the camelion hue of the
unprincipled patriot, for.its {upport. It was never purchafed by
fuch, and the pretenfions of fu’:h ‘to its fupport is worfe than
vanity. . '

v In the hiftory of ages, there is nothing prefented equal to your
conflitution, to a great and mighty people governing themfelves,
by full free and equal reprefentation. Each individual’s right is
properly afcertained, and a proper.balance trxed between the gov-
ernors and the governed. The wheels and fprings of your con-
ftitution, are plain, natural and eafy : they may be approached,
not only without fear, but with pleafure and {atisfa&tion. “The

| myfterious
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.myfterious invelutions of monarchy, and the gralpiog powerof.
-ariftocracy sre equally guardediagainft, The tabric is boautifid,
‘and pleafing, in whatever dire&ion yois may epproach. Mes
view, in 1t, the fecuritg of life, and property ; theirall hangs et
on the nod of unbounded pewer, or pever fatisfied ‘avarics; An
wnion cemented by the firongeft bond of mutual defence, foundry -
“hope of .its duration, and the contemplative mind Js pleafed in
futnre profpe@@s. | . o Looh .

. The diftance of the. .American canftitntion’ and- governsoens,
from: thie monarchies of the eaflern world ; whereby its operations
are not clearly feen, *and its fweets naver tafted ; is perhaps dthe
only reafon,” why one monarchy flands on the carth. Wothing |
fo much alarms the eaflern potentates, as the fcicnce of politie
fpreading among men. O

The knowledge of civil and religious xights, #stheir mofk fatal
enemy. They fhrink before the bisze of liberty’s effulgence
they cannot drink the mortifying draught. . Liberty’s light con-
du@ls them to a precipice;,” where they behold themfelves dathed
dowa the Tarezian rock. Yaur conflitution never can fail, as
long as inbabitants 2xift, who will not flumber at their pofis, and
betray their truff..  May I venture to fay it refembles immortalis.
tyy—It carries in its organization, the faculty of. improvement,

1t invites ferutiny, denies infallibility, and is willing to progrefs
to the higheft improvement. May we not fay, ¢ it flourifies in
immortal youth ?”* Such a hoon fhould abferb its pofieflérs, in
ftrains of gratitude. Every 4th of July thould be engraven on the
tablet of memory, The air ye imbibe this day thould pervade
the fpacc of veur bedies, and exclude every thing inimical, te

~ fuch a great depofit. | |
. An infinite varicty of objelts and purfuits, produces a differznes
in opinion, I believe it is ot deubted by amy confiderate man,
that fuch things neceffarily exift. Nature's velume opened o
vicw is 2 good example of this aflertion. Her innumerable variee
ties, regale, delight and invigorate the mind. A gevernment not
opencd to the view of the governed, is abfurdity, and an uniform
fame opinion, among men, with refpe@ to government is ro
where found. ‘This is one of the impoffibilities, and fo ordered
for fome geod and wife end.  Free difcuflion is thedefore necef-
{ary, and vdriety of opinion is never dangesous, unlefs it proceeds
by unconftitutional fteps, and like the raging hursicane, or de-
- vouring tempeft {preads defolation.  Since therefore fuch things
neceflarily exift ; the citizens of America, may watch like the
caretu] gardencr, ercourage every opening hud, fan évery fpresd-
ing leaf, and culy lop off the gangrencd limbs, and vielefs ex-
| | csofcences. ’




- Jory. They muft clank their chains and etch another year of
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“erefcemces. ‘The defenders.of the Atrierican conftitution, sre like
the fen, ¢'they caft out the dirt and mite.” Variety of opinion
;hds.a tendency ta this effe. Under its influence, the mind can-

~ apot fthguate, the putrid vapors and filth;, are difgorged into the

“way,; and the conftitution remains doubly refined.

finks.of pollution, the avaricious, and intriguing are purged a-
A better. example cannot be produced, to realize the value of

©,your government, than the meeting of this day. Your privileges

- sre thofe of civilized and improved men. Your alions and dif-
“«cuflions, are umder no:penal laws. Reitude ahd propriety of
- condu& gaurantee your fecurity. Well may it be faid, ¢ what 2

Peaistiful building is here?”” Man fears not his fellow creature
a8 the beaft of the field ; but meets him as man. In many pla.
ces in Eurepe, the defpot’s fist muft move the machine. No
- meeting, no council, no liberty, no difcuffion. In the late dif-
treffed places, if military and drageoning law has fubfided ; their

~_sacetings ire covered with weeds of woe. Sable mourning, and

fiddening melanchelly ¢ wrap them in forrow’s fhade.”” The
expiring tuper of liberty is. fwallbwed in the gulph of unbounded
‘power. Fathers cannot hand to their funs, THEIR FOURTH OF
flavery on the pillar of time. There how degraded, here how '
exalted are men. There how flow the wheels of flavery move, .
here {miling liberty bounds forth with ever new delight, There

- patriotic virtue is  ““a living corpfe” and an obje@ of punifh~

' - ment, here it raifes its votaries to the {Ummit of renowan.

Your fituation is exalted, and your happinefs unparallelled ;
but the permanence of your felicity, depends upon your raifing
-and cultivating the purc principles of '76:;  Free difcuffion byilt
_upon thefe principles can neverinjure.! I think that none can be
found fo hardy to affirm ; that in Agferica the fcale of politics
may mutually preponderate with difference of opinion. "if par-
ties differing in circumftantial things, build their cifential pur-
fuits, upon the declaration of independence, the nation is fafe,

~and the fovereignty of the people will be unfhaken. - #The lurk-
. ing foe is your danger. . The affertion is unfuppbrtable, that all

arc equally warm and friendly to your governmersi, that there are
. | none
% I think this defcription cannat fuit the party fiiled us, in the pre-
fuce. Al will doubt the moderation of Lemuel \Clift, Efq. Many
will doubt the moderation of Fames Qwens: And from what I
know, of z'./bua Purdy Efg. I cannot admit, that be is a lurking foe.
But if th¥e gentlemen, take this defeription to themfelves I cannes
belp them. |
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none, whe view it with ¢ bewitching eyes.” ‘This dsy. halds;
~ to {ome, their mifcreant deeds, in the glafs of memory ; und fﬁz
view the exaltation of the people with heart-burning hate. The
fiile may fit on the countenance of fuch, but this day’s joyy exm. -
tort the unwilling figh. Their prefumption is developed in calle |
ing themfelves the MopERATES, Witg this infcription and uma |
der this banner, they endeavour to enlift and engage the unwary |
and incautious. Hypocrify, duplicity, and ignorance £il the
rapks. The firft makes them claim tke conftitution § the fecond
makes them carry on the farce, and the third gives.them the priv-
ileges of the madman ip Bedlam. What reafonable man will |
{ay, that fuch, love, aid, or approve of your government? Can I
fpesk the infult to an enlightened people ?—Thefe improperly
ftiled moderates think they arc unfeen, and like the filly bisd-thee |
hides its head, and thirks itfelf {afe, they hide thejr main obje®:, |
and dream they are fecure. It requires neither tbe penetration
of Pythagoras, the fagacity of Newton, nor the divinity of @
prophet to difcover their machinations. -Wherevzr they are, all
fee them, all know them. Ail virtuous Atoziicans {purh at fuch.
“Their oppofition which only wants the tortitudée. of the grand
traitor,® i€ like ¢ the fnow that falls on the riveg, a moment
- ¢¢ white, then gone forever:" or like the metear thit burt ime -
ccinmon air again, they difioive ere they {pread tesror or difmay.
Who in his fenfes, wili believe, that your conftitstion, your dec-
laration of independence, is like the erchanted cap, which as the.
fory fays ¢ is fitted to all heads and all heads fitted to it ?* No. -
Free patriotifm, true principles of 76, are the enly heads, that
sre adorned with the never failing boughs of liberty. .+ o .
. A late experiment has been made, whether the trappings of |
‘royalty, the epavlettes of monarchv, and the guards of arbitrary
- power, could exalt this nation. Perhaps this has been of advanw |
. tage. ‘The devotees of fuch fooleries were never beyond the reach
" of the people. A majority of 'this great nation frowned. -They
difappeared. A conflitution and government, on fuch a fover-
cign bafis, as the vnited will of this people, needs no previfional
(I dare mot call it anding) army.¥ Aaq alien law, a fedition law
and ftampt 2& have beep tried.  They are.a difgrace to a free
aad enlightened people. Was it not fo, why are they not con-
tinued ? Not one chara&er is remeved, agairft whom they were
levelled : nor one good purpofe effcéted by them. Many evils,
| | | lamentable

® drnold. v | :
¥ The declaration of Independence remorfivates again? fuck aBs,
end Ifei no difference in injufiice, whether forfgn, or domeftic.
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" famentabl evils, have arifen from fuch extremities. The confi..
 «dence of the people v7as in a great méafure broken, foreigners.
" prevented from fzitling here,. party fpirit was raifed, internal.
| comwaotions broke out, and peace- was fo far deftroyed,. that the
fuppor: of thele meafures, was fignified by. the fymbols, and infig-
~ “ntia of the ‘army, Citizens, without enguiry proper for.the oc-.
“eaflon, gave their affent to the order of inat day, and challenged:
their bpponenis;® by heitting the black cockade.. Citizens faw
-in enth other the feeds of miftruft 5 flander and.reviling raged-
from ftate to ftare. . The Tupporters of this {yftem ¢ bur't afun.
¢ der, Their bands are’broken and caft away.””” Peate is no
longer abufed.  The military power no longor threatens the civ-
il. Confidence I hope is reftored, and all the citizens of Ameri-
ca enjoy the proteion of a free and originali government.
Ma:ny here underftand little of the intrigue of foreign courts.
- This occefion very fitly brings in review before this audience, a.
~ memento of Tuéh ablurdity. Britain thinks herfelf the miftrefs.
. of the world, and her grandeur is difplayed in thé etiquette, 2nd.
 parade of nebility. f few are raifed far beyond the common
- shafs, the moft unbownded ambition is gratified, pride and vanity
~ wreiexalted to the higheft degres. No greater irfult can be given
- ¢o fuch nobility, than that they hold, their pomp, their luxury,
~and advancement {rom the people. They know the people only
, a8 vaffals and flaves, Men are fond of imitation, and merit once
“yewarded. views an higher fituation, and. wifhes not to ftop fhurt
‘of the higheft promotion. ~ When men receive they are apt to.
forget the %}Ivcr, count what they enjoy fecure, and to grafp after
“motre, - ¢ Men would be angels and angels would be Goeds,”—
Your cenneéftions with forzign intriguing courts, have a tendency
to-blind the eyes, flatter the paflions, and eftentimes miflead the
 judgment. Every affimilation, to the fhining and pampered pa-
geants of courts, have a tendency, to make their admirers forget
the rock upon whick they ftand, to unfit the moft ufeful men, for
the-dutics incumbent on them as ftatefmen-here, and make them
‘be viewed by the people as their enemies. A jealoufy arifes,,
which embitters the peace of community, and then difcordance
jars through the nerves of government, ‘Fhe Areus eye of fcru-
polofity watches, and the beft intentions may be mifcouﬂr"lzed.
‘  INt0:

- - ™ Nothing is mere pointed ogainfl in the Independence than the
military powery cvercoming the civil, and the raifing of - difcord a-
mong Americans. If the party fliled vs, differ from the true princi-
ples of Independenice, they are anfwervable to their countrymen. £
want nene of their backbiting. |
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‘of a young nation. The reins of power were affume

L]

Into this fitvatien, many may be infenfibly involved, and in innge
cence {uffer the punifiment of the guilty., Pity fhould 'drop &
tear on this often unavoidable fituation, I

® But when ftatefmen are entrufted, who willingly barter theje
country’s profperity, for the tinfelled banbles of courts, when
they infultingly beaft of the inferiority of their goyernmicut and

‘conftitution, and league themfelves, with foreign peculstion,
"‘chi‘caner’y,"ind' impofition, and where as a p’;poglc:,yc are dcg\mfei'

whefe foul can refrain fwelling indignant? Can all the' glarg

~affuraption fave fuch from. the peoples’ wrath 2 They and yout

government, are the extremes of 2 contradi@ion. There 'is no

more conneftion between them, than between God and the

Devil, | ..
There 1s femething firange in the tareer of mien, that blinde

‘them againft warning. The divine fragrance of monarchy was

‘wafted ever its Generals, to fortify them againft the dpuny cfforts
were: 3 they rode
trivmphant to the weftern fhore, finging ¢¢ Rule Britannia:™ but

o — e A W T S

like Phhcton they fell from their career. A f{atellite loft its orbit,
‘wandered through fpace, and fell near the head of the North-rives.

Another of greater magnitude, was fbaken from its centre, and |

dwirdléd away its borrowed light near little York. All the intete

mal enemies of America, who endeavour to rife by fuch mm\s&

~will find the breathings of their employers as a broken bew again

~-a watchful and unconqueted people. Such would aflome your
‘confltitution, cry conftitution, and wear it in difguile, until like
‘2 Panders coat, their elboyws would burft through, and the haggaed

viffage appear from within. Some may have thought, and no

doubt others will think, that they have imbibed as muebh governing |

cuntring, that like the lake Afphaltites, they can bring down
‘dead every thing that dares approach. But their vapors and gxe
‘halatioris will be loft, correfed or purified, amid the eniive‘uhg
rays of American Liberty. I e

Approximation to the imrigues of foreign courts, of whatever
nation, is equally dangerous, Aay other miind, any cther infpie

ration than the love and light of your fovereign Indrpendenepy

every other claim for advancement, but by the peoples choice
and will, is fpurious, comes not from your anceftors of 76, and
is an fmpure offering for the day. If anyt in this houfe, whe
leve

‘ e ——————eam
® If the opinion of the pariy Us, expel? fuch high fituations, end
would alt the above part, 1 have nething better on the fubject, for thems

t If the party us claim this charaéier, 1 have no akjections, Jupe

peri my affertions.

!

{

|
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‘ lwes not .thtwm;nftioﬁg,lsbf the day : " fpeak, for him h‘;v_e‘ I
~ éffended.” If any heré, whofe heart does not pant after the dear -

depofit of their ancefters bravery, ¢ fpeak, for him have I of-
fended.” - If any are to be found elfewhere, who would change.

~ hie birth-right bought through peril and blood, for any other go-
wer, aent; down, down to the yawning gulph of the moft fover-
‘eign contempt. Let poignant fhame, and guilty bluthes mark

s

him like Cain, until hé drink forgstfulnels of his bafenefs, as

~ deep as. Lethe's ftream. - .
A popular government like yours invites infpe@ion. Every.

clafs darts the eye of fcrutiny towards it, as to a city on a hill,

> thit cannot be hid. Clerical influence has not been lame in the
~ bufy.croud. " Like all ethgr claffes their opinions are divided.
The moft noify warnings that have been trumpeted abroad, are

wvoid of charity, as they are wanting in truth, ignorant of the

principles of true liberty, as unwilling to graat its gifts. Ne
religious qualification is required, in filling public offices : But
Becaufe plaees of truft are not filled with men of a certain opinion ;
religion muft ficken and die. It is hard to fcan the évents of fu-
turity, but at prefent religion feems to flourifh, andeher beniga

influence to fpread. In places and nations where governors are -

beyond the reach of the people, and the prefperity and happinefs

~of their fubje@s depend upon the fovereign’s will ; it weuld be
~ meceflity fuch governors and potentates fhould have angelic fac-
wlties. - But in- America a place of truft is obedience to the general
will, and if Deifm, Atheifm, or any other i/m infringe upon the.

sights of the community, it'is deceatly fet afide. . The liberty of

confcience is equally inviolate in the governors, and the governed.

Since therefore, the nature of things does not permit an angel to fill
the exccutive chair, the condu of that fination is tried and prov-
ed by the conftitution. The chief magiltrate may ufe the liberty
of confcience; but as foon as his creed, whastever it is, fuffers him
to attempt the flavery-cf the people, he muft leave the banks of
the Potowmac, chariot, horfes, wheels and all. This iz a legal
difmifion. He can then with hi: unfcience be recommended to
God, who alone can try the heart. | |

. Such is your conftitution, the Coloflus of an united people,

- which if kept in original purity, will ever flovrith, amid all the

attacks of its enemies. What fo great, fo auguft, and fo grand {

as the Temple and maguificent Fabric, which your forefathers

have handed down to you. It is heaven’s gifi, keep it {acure.
I prefume it would be improper to advance much, by wayof

imprefling this audiencs, in what manner and for what purpofe,

the remainder of this day fhould be fpent. A fiort time kas been

cmployed

——




~ employed in imperfe&ly pointilg out the difcovery, the fetiles
ment, the rife and progrefs of thefe States, and the caufes of your
Independence. Such decorum and order-fhould appear in the re-
maining part of this day, as will fhew refpe@ to the memories
of the beft of men. Such an undcrﬁan‘dinf fhould be carriedl cut
of this houfe, that this day is not only a celebration of the greate
eft event that ever happened in the world ; but a fixed and deter-
mined refolution to maintain the true fpirit, and pra&ice of the
American conftitution. That ye have beens governed by angels is
not true, that ye are now is equally falfe, and that ye will be is
not to be expe&ted. ‘That all are equally conterned for your con-
- ftitution will be admitted by no reafonabie man. That cunning
and intrigue may deftroy public peace is too well known. To
uard againft fuch things is the chief intent of affembling this day.
"he Father who brings his Son for any other purpofe, betrays his
truft § the fon arriving io the years of difc...ion, who fees not
fuch things, in this day’s emblems, is yet untaught in the f{cience
* of his own independence. T'his day and its deeds commemorated
fhould be engraven on the rocks; iti wondrous truths thould fill
the land. The wounds of your forefathers fhould be uncovered 3
they fay, ¢ my language is to you.,” The athes of plundered
towns, and facked villages, fhould fpeak in indelible fculpture,
diftance to foraign foes ; and domeftic enemies, ' Cemented union
thould be your leading prirciple; to live as the children of the
beft government on earth, your only pleafure. To relieve the
diftrefled, to pity where you cannot help, to snlighten ignorance,
and to forgive oppofition, when not dangerous, fhould raife you
above all nations on earth. Your minds fo engaged, will reach
after improvement, and fcience. Your name as a nation will
ftrike enemies with terror, Your féns and yeur fons’ fons fhall
~ enjoy your bleflings. Your land, your government and your pat-
riots fhall be recorded through never ceafing time. o
- The feflive board now invites. Let libations be poured out in
eommemoration of the 4th of July, 1776. Tell in the fireets,
- proclaim te the clouds, that ye are and fhall be a free Republican

people, |

»
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