a
AN

ORATION,

DELIVERED IN TIHE

C e
7
BAPTIST MEETING-HOUSKEK
I N
P ROV IDENC E,

JULY 4, A, D. 1705,

AT TIIE CELEBRATION OF THER NINETEENTH
ANNIVERSARY OF

AMERICAN INDEPENDLENCE.

e DO SN DO I D OO S8 v -

3y FONATHAN MAXCY, A,

I'RESIDENT OF RUODE~ISLAND COLLEGE,

——————w—-——-——-

Pubhifhed at the Requeft of the Town.

R e o N S e

PROVIDENCE:

PRINTED BY CARTER AND WILKINSON, AND SOLD AT

THEIR BOORSTORE. 173F%.



TO THE
WORTHY INHABITANTS
OF THE TOWN OP
P RO v I.DENC £y

TIIE FOLLOWIXG
IS MOST RESPECTPFULLY INSCRIBED,

BY THEIR SINCERE FRIEND,

+*

L |

AND VERY HUMBLE SERVANT,

7 MAXCY.



A N

O R A T I O N.

=

H E citizens of America celebrate that day
which-gave- birth to their likertics. The
recollection of this eveni, replete with conie-
quences {o bencficial to mankind, {wells every
heart with joy, and fills every tongue with praiie.
We celebrate not the {anguinary exploits of a ty-
rant to fubjugate and cnflave millions of his fel-
low-creatures ; we celebrate netther the birth nor
the coronation of. that phantom ftyled a king ;—
but the refurreftion-of liberty, the emancipation
~of mankind, the regeneration of the world. Thele
are the {ources of our joy, thefe the caufes of
our trinmph. 'We pay no homage at the tomb of
kings, to fublime our feclings—we trace no line
of illuftrious anceftors, to fupport our dignity——
we recur to no ufages fanétioned by the autlio-
nty of the great, to proteft our rejoicings ;—no,
we love liberty, we glory in the rights of men,
we glory’in independence. On whatever part of
God’s creation a human form pines under chains,

these Americans drop their tears,
A parx
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A park cloud oncr fhaded this beaunfyl
gquarter of the globe,  Coniternation for a while
agitited the hearts of the inhabitants. War de-
fotated our fields, and buried our vales in blood.
Jut the day-{pring from on high fuon opened
upon us tts ghttering*portals  The Angel of Li-
hevtvdelce ding,droppedonWasrineTon sbrow
the wreath of vi&ory, and ftamped on American
freedom the feal of omnipotence. The darknefs
is paft, and the true light now fhines, to enliven
and rejoice mankind. We tread a new carth. in
which duwelleth nighteoufnefs ; and view a new
heaven, flamung with inextingutthable ftars. Oyr
fect will no more dcfecend into the vale of op-
preffions.  Our fhoulders will no more bend un-
dor the werght of a foreign domination. as cryel
as it was unju’l.  Well may we rejoice at the
return of this glorious anniverfary; a day -ear
to every American—a day to be had ineverla .ing
remembrance—a day whofe light circulates joy
through the hearts of all republicans, and terror
through the hearts of all tyrants.

Liberty is the birthright of man. It is coeval
with his exiftence. It is a privilege wrought
into his conftitution, accommodated to his fitua-
tio, and proclaimed his own by the concurrent
voice of natare and reafon,  Who thall rob man
of this privilege? It was given 'him by the Al
mighty. Man, though made free, was made to
be governed by'laws. Thefe however cannot be
oblig tory, unlefs founded 1n reafon and juftice.
L:berty confifts not in excmption from the con-
troul of laws, but in aing according to laws;
laws juft and equal, eftablifhed by the unanimous

confent of the community,
WiiLs
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Wuits uncivilized man roams through the
wildcrnefs, he enjoys the liberty of natu-e.  His
bed is the earth, his canopy the fky.  Uncontrout-
ed by the force of human inftitutions, and unac-
quainted with thofe deilicate oblig:.t.ons which
render mmen {laves in the {oc.al {tat., he scknow-
lediges no power but that «f his own arm, and
fubw ts to no decifion but that of his own will.
Lut ao {ooner does the necefhity of mutuadl
rciief ard protctlion mvolve him m ile relations
ot ci. il {ociety, than his Libeity aflumes a new
form ; better accommodated to his capacity, be-
c-ufe: more lhimited; mmore uletul, becaufe tub-
jetled to the iaws of oider. This new fituation
of mm origmates a muitiplicity of rights, obli-
gations and duties. To fecure him 1n the ‘peace-
ful and 1wviolable enjoyment of the fivit, to
{timul-te and comyel him to the punttual and 1n-
variable performance of the laft, thefe ure the
highelt vbiects of civil government.” That fy ftem
of admiunttiation u.det whofe operation thele
objetls are moft expeditiuuﬂ{ obtained, and molt
pcermanently fecured, muit be decemed the molt
perfect.  The more-elle@uully the perfons of
men are guarded from injury, and their property
from u.juit fpoliation, the lefs will they Y)c liable
to contention, more happy at home, more happy
abroad ; wore humane, jult and benevolent;
more wduftrions, wealthy, virtuous and cn-
lightened. What then mult be our opinion of
that {yftem of politics adopted and puifued by
the founders oFaIl' defpotic monarchies ? What
incomparable leﬂbm-dp wifdom would they in-
culcate upon us? They teach us, by their docirine
and pr.ctice, that millions ave created for the ule
3nd pleafure ofan individualy, who i1s amcunable

Lo
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to no human tribunal; who can infringe the
rights, dilpofe of the property and deltroy the
bives of his “fubjells.  Sentiments thefe, which
tap the foundation of that great political maxim,
th: the lafety and hapoinels of the community
are the highelt ends of civil government. Had
mankind known, that there was but one being in
the univerfe of fufhicicnt wildom and goodnefs to
be invefted with uulimited power, they never
would have fubmitted tv dominion founded in
ufurpation, {upported by cruelty, and adminif-
tered by injultice,  The hivft obje&t of men in the
carcer of ambitiony 15 to render themfely es inde-
pendents the fecond, to [ubje& and opprefs
others,  Monarchical governments, however li-
mited, have never {ecured to the people the en-
joyment of thewr vights. A crown, it bas been
faid. 1s too {plendid a pricc to be conferied on
merit, 1f fo, furely it 1s too fplendid a price to
phitter on the bead of arrogance, or hereditary
tolly.,  The ambition of kings has never known
any limits.  Dazzled by the {plendour of crowns,
and infatuated by the pofleflion of fupreme pow-
cr; flattered on every fide by the fervile com-
phance of courtiers, and deluded into a belief
that the determinations of their own wills ought
to be inviolable laws of conduét for their {fub-
jects, they have fancied themfelves the vicegerents
of Gon, born and defigned for no end but the
caercife of unbounded authority, Rapacious of
wcalth, and ambitious of power, they have ne-
ver failed to encroach on thole intermediate au-
thovitics conftituted by the people, and defign-
c¢d by them as an imprcgnable barriecr aganit
rv2al invaflion.

ArisrocrnaTicat governments, though they
nay
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may be more favourable than monarchical to
the peace and fecurity of the people, yet they
do not {ecure thofe important objetts which
ought ever to be kept in view in ali fyllem: of
civil policy. When the fupreme power is vefled
in a number, the thance for wifdon, virtue, and
impartial adminiftration of juftice, is greater than
when the fupreme power is velted in an i1 d.vidu-
al. This may be expefled to be the cife, when
the members zjcceed to their places by fome pof-
feflions, qualifications or inheritance. But the
advantages accruing to goverrment from that
wif{dom and experience which are to be expectcd
in a permanent council, will be counte:balauced
by the evils of diflenfion unavoidable among uien
iwvelted with equal power; men whaie privileges
will render them opprefiive, ai.d whofe ambition,
unawed by a fuperior, will hurry ou their pafhions
to the moft delperate extremes. Deplorable 11
deed muft be the fituation of a people, whole
rights arc 'Pcrpctually expofed to the capricious
infolence of combined ariftocratical yower. Pru-
dence would diate the fufferance of one, rather
than a thoufand t rants,; but reafon and COllon
fenfe forbid the fufferance of any.

Ir we would fecure the intereft and trarquili-
ty of a community, we muft have recourfe to
fome form of government, where the fupreme
power 1s colle@ted, lodged and preferved, by the

wvolu: tary choice of the people. 'When this is
the cafe, civil liberty, fecure from the grafp of
a defpotic tyrant, and the ambit.ous pretentions
of a haughty nobility, will exift in the greateft
perfeQion, and diffufe its falutary intlusnce
through the whole circle of {ociety.” Man, in a

B tate
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(Latc of improvement, {abjeed to the regulations
of poittical smun@dration, moft relinquith {o
much of his natural hiberey as 1s inconliftent wathy
the good of the community. He mult not con-
fult and gratity private inclination a¢ the expence
ol the public. He muft not indulge a haughty
{pint of felt-dire&lion and indcependency,. bus
cheerfully fubmit to the controul 0? jult and equal
laws. 1u domng thisy, he lecures and enjoys the
only liberty detirable in any {tate but that of {oli-
tude.  Did all the memmbers of {aciety induige
their own difpofitions, aim at their own objectts,
and gratify therr own paflions, without any vegard
to the conhiftency of their condutt with the gene-
val intereft, they would be imvolved in {o many
dithculties, from 4 mutual 1nterterence of private
purfuits, that shey would enjoy but a finall fhave
of that libeity and happincls whieh are fecured
by fubmiiflion to geood govermment. The conw
dition of men, their connexions and dependencies
in civil fociegy, are fuch, that all laws ought to
be dccined falutary and juft, which reftram the
will and curtail the liberty of ‘each mdividual,
whenever the indulgence of that willy and the
enjoyment of that l-iEcrt}!, would contravenc the
operation of thofe means inftituted tor the fecu-
rity of public happinefs. Union of men in {oti-
oty, of nceeflty diminifhes their natural hberty.
But each one ought to confider, that he gains
valtly more by the dimimution of other mens’ I
berty, than he lofes by the dimination of his owa,
~In every fpecies uf civil government, there
oxifts a fupreme power, from which there 3s no
appeal. . The rights of the people will be mok
effetually fecurcd, where this power isdepofited
and reftricted in fuch a- manner, as to afford no

profpett




(1)

nrofpefl of fuccefs to ambitions delhgning men,
‘This end 15 obtatned with greater enfe and cov-
tainty in a republic than in any other government,
The fitlt principle of genuine republicantim 14,
 that all men, as to rights, are equol.  I'rom this
plain undenradle poﬁ't?on it follows. that all pows
er not originating in the confent of the people;
all power not exercifed according to their di-
scthion, and fubjeéted to their controul, 15 ufur-
pation, Injuftice and tyranny. 1f an enlightened
hation cannot enjoy happinefs under a government
formed and admintltered by her own confent, 1he
never can.underany. If under a monarchy men
arc liable to opprefiion, exalion, and military
domination ; if they are liable at all times to be
involved 1n unneceffary wars, to gratify the ca-
price of the rcigning prince, or a favourite mi-
pilter ; if they are conflantly liable «o infecurity
of their perfons and property, through the infta.
bility or deficiency of falatary regulations; if
under an ariftocracy men are liable to fuffer the
pernicious effetls of combined ambition, oz the
torrors of diflenfion, among -vulers ¢lothed with
equal authority ;1€ men are liable to thele things,
it is becaufe they are deprived of their rights by
privileged orders, and fubjefed to the ¢ontroul
of lawy enafled and enforced without their con
tent.  All the inconveriiences refuiting from ars
bitrary power lodged in the hands of an individus
al, or of a.number, are obviated by the firft prine
ciple of frex govicrhment. “If 4ll men are bora
equal; furely all-have an equal right to a voice
in the enallion of laws; all have an equal right
to {uflrage w the ele@ion of miett into places of
power and truft. Poffefled of thefe rights, the
people. can always manifeflt their will, and eftas

' | blifh
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blifh regulations accommodated to their fituation,
Their exigeicies can always be kuown, and al-
ways teieved. But in governments where the
adimniltration of public affairs refts in an indi-
vidual, or a few; where ofhices are difpofed of
bv caprice, or {uld to the higheft bidder; where
the right to govern 1a claimed by hereditary {uce
cellion, aid delcends to folly as often as to wife
dom ; where thefe things occur, what can be ¢x-
pcated but ignorance in the rulers, with refpe
to the real condition of the community ? What
can be cxpeft d but {ervility and fear in the
peo le. houghtefs and audacity in the magifs
trate. ' What can he expe&led but the defolatin

peilailence of exorbitant avarice and unboundeg
aniiti n? That{pirit of wifdomand benevolence
{» cofpicuous in the conftitution of the United
Statcs, levels all the pompous diftin&ions of
ran., opens the way of honour and promotion
to all who are worthy, and affords ample fecurity
to the perfons and property of the whole com-
mu ty. The circumitances auending the fettle-
n.ent and growth of this country, till its dilmem-
berinent from the government of Great-Britain,
te::ded direclly to pave the way to liberty and ine
dependenee.  The facility with which landed pro-
perty was acquired, and the certain enjoyment of
the pr ductions of their induftry, infpired the ine
habitants with difguft-for a fltate of dependency
aiid love for a flate of freedom. The mannet
in \ hich they were traincd up {rom youth to
manhocd, taught them their rights. No ufurps
ing tyrant here fixed the flandard of defpotiim,
ard awed trem into a ftate of vaffalage. No
hau :hty nobility engroffed the foil, and. reduced
the people to the neccility of flarving, or fubmit-

? - tng
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ting s the drudgery of flaves. Each man wag
his own mafter, walked on his own ground, reap-
cd the fruit of his own toil. Could 1t be expeti-
cd that fuch men would peaceably cringe under
the lath of « tyrant?” Could it be expefled that
fuch men would fufter their rights to be infringed
by privileged orders, or the produce of their in-
duftry to be decimated by ecclefiaftical opprefl-
ficu ? Was the "Parliament of Great-Britain {o ig-
norant of the flate of this country, as to imagine
that the people, whofe daily experience taught
them their liberties, would fit ftill till they wecre
bound in chains? By what authority could _the
Britifh government impofe laws on us without
our confent, or tax us without allowing us the
right of reprefentation? With what fuccels their
arbitrary defigns were crowned, let the late revo- .
lution declare. Let this joyful anniverfary of
our independence announce 1t to remotelt ages,
and ftand an ¢iernal monument of the efcape of
Liberty from the harpy fangs of Defpotifm.

Tux political fituation of our country, refult-
mg f{rom the admirable conftitution and admini-
firation of our government, puts us into poflef-
fion of many bleflings, and opens upon us many
}:rofpe&s, not enjoyed by any other nation undcr

caven. No favoured orders can here claim the
exclufive right of legiflation. All ftand on the
{fame level, enjoy the fame freedom, and {ubmit
to the fame laws. . Places of honour, .profit and
truft, are equally open to all our citizens. No
particular fet of menis here fupported in idlenefs
and extravagance, at the expence of the commu-
nity. No unneceffary taxes are impofed on the
people, nor is it probable there will be, becaufe
 they afe&l the legiflators as much as the citizens.
Property
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y caniot be more cffeflually fecured tham
it is in the United States; for no man heie can
be deprived of 18 bt by the operation of laws
cflablithed by the whole community. The lives
and fortunes of all.the Americans aré on board
one veflel; 1t 13 therefore the. duty, inteselt . .nd
happiue(s of all to take gare of it. The prafent
kiuation of our country is peculiarly favourable
to the cultivation of genius, Great. capacity and
exteniive acquirements are indifpenfibly neceflary
to qgualy men to manage with {uccefs the politi-
cal cancerns, amd to difcharge with reputation
the important duties annexed to the governmental
departments of thefe States. . Imeportant obyells
mie axpofed to theattainmont of ‘all j-——objefls cal-
cwhated to arreft the atterition and fire the ambi.
won of all who are difpofed to render themfetves
mcritortous. of public ofteem. That poliucal
cquality and gencral informvatiom which prevail
wnder our government, dring forth gewius from
cvery. clafs of citizens. | This circumitance ren.
ders it probable, that happine(s will here be en-
joyed: ir a grexter degree,. andin longor duration,
than 1t has bcen under any .government finec the
arinnuation of cwvilfociesy. |

Tas freedom of the prefy, {o: eflential to tke
prefervation of Liberty, is here .enjoycd = nts
greaseft latitude. The.condu of every citizen
uwefled with avthority, all occureences foreign
and domaftics are: prefereed in one viewt to the
whole matton. Such:is the hight-diftufed through
the whole mafs of the: peapie,s that nome: inplaces
of truit ean wicape the maeft: agourate: mipetirom
The frcedom. of the prefs converts uwitedi Anteni.
ca into awl eadightened congrefs: of :polidc;?nr.

b
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How can our liberties. be fubverted, while the
people are univerfally acquainted with the con.
duct of their veprefentatives ? Thefe are elefied
hto : ofice for certaim periods, at the expication
of -‘which they muft revert back to their {otmes
places as private citizens. Are they not undew
the greatcit degree of refponhibility ? Are they
Aot under the greavelt inducement to diftingaifh
their condutt with rettitude and wifdom? WiR
they be likely to adopt regulations injurious zo
the community, when they themfelves muft foout
feel theiroperation?  The fisuation of ¢his coun-
sy indicates its ariginal defltinstion to indepen-
dence. How could it be expe&ted that {uch an
extenfive continent, at fuch a vaft diftance from
the old world, would not be inhabited at fome
2riod by mren cuapable of governing and defend-
g themiclves? Who in his {enfes could ime
gine, that a country like this, replee with all the
recefluries of life; @ coumry whote ports open-te
every quarter of the globe, and whofe fleets will
one day cover the ocean ; who could imagine that
fuch a eountry, inhabited by men fond to excefy
of liberty, would pay fubmiffion to the peuy
ifland of Britain! Wemnight almoft as reafonrbly
expedt, that the fun and all the planetary worlds
would rith 'down from their thining fphcms, to
gravitme round a pebble. By the appomniment of
heaven we ftand by our ewn ﬂrengtﬁ, difconnc @«
ed from forcign influeate eand foreign power.
Ths circamftance andoubkediy gave birth o dhat
chlm deliberation, whith refleéed fo much ho-
nour on the Antericans, : in forming wnd eftoblitha
Ing the federal conftirution. From ouriocal fitn-
ation, we enjoy m a faperior degree the advan.
tages of neatralitv. Had we-fabmitted ¢o the rav

paclons
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ﬁaciaus demands of Britain, how deplorable muft
ave been our fituation? How difgracefully
fhould we have been led off by a foreig « maiter,
and plunged in all the horrors of war! How
many Americans muft have breathed out their
v es on the plains of Europe! How muny of our
hands mutt have been employed in the drudgery
of kings, to undermine the fair temple of liberty |
The great Parent of the univerfe has pecuiiarly
diftinguifhed the Americans, in encouraging them
to allert, and in enabling them to defend their
rights. Thele however have been molt utrocioudly
violated by that fupercilious overbearing conduct,
which has ufually marked the Britithininiftry. They,
regardie{s of the rights of ncutrality, have .coms
mitted {poliations on our property, at which unci-
vilized barbarians would bluth; {poliations attend-
e¢d with that rapacious meanne(s and contemptible
infolence, which no pretences however aitful cun
concceal, no evafions however plaufible can excufe,

Amonc the numerous advantages enjoyed by
the inhabitants of thc e States, we may rank the
exemption from ectlefiaftical etablithments. The
incorporation of thefe with {yftems of tivil polic}r.
has never failed to promote bigotry, hypocrify
and oppreffion. The requirement of fubfcrip.
tion to particular articles.of faith, as an indifpen
fible qualitication in candidates for offices of puba
lic teuft, is a moft flagitious intrufion on the
equal rights of men; an intrulion which {creens
ambition and avarice under the mauntle of ielia
gion, converts religion into a mere engine of flate,
patronizes vice under the pompous ceremonies of
worthip, levels all moral diftinttions, and damps

that voluntary ardour of piety which aione s ace
B ccptable
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ceptable to the Supreme Peing,  What right has
the arm of the magiftvate to intrude el into
the ficld of religious opmion ? To what order of
men has the Almighty  delepated  wildom  and
authority to prelenibe modes ui fasth ! None but
voluntary worfhippers are acceptable to Guod.
Thofe who choofc to worfhip him, will do 1t with-
out the conftraints of civil law. Al others are
nypoctites.  Who then can advocate the necelhty
ol rchgrous cllabhiflimen®s, without betraymng a
want of fincervity ! Religious hiberty exilts in thefe
States, but not wnllout fome reftramts,  Thele
rciiraints have on;,nmtcd in an unjuitifiable mter-
fecrence of avil authority.  To the everlafting
honour of Rhode-1fland be 1t faid, that her legi-
flature has never afflumed the .mlhm‘lty of regu-
Jating ecclefiaftical concerns. . Rchigion here
ftands, as 1t ought to, on its own b.:lfl‘:, difcon-
netted with all political confiderations.

A stieat view of the condition of mankind
in other quarters of the globe, will at once con-
vince us of the fuperlor privileges and blcilings
enjoyed 1n Amcrica. Imagination can {carcely
depitt the wretched ftate of the people inhabiting
the immenfe regions of Afia and Africa. There
human nature, inveloped in darknefs, is degraded
to the condition of brutes, transferred like them
from one owner to another, and prefled under the
load of arbitrary power. Their hearts never ex-
pand under the enlivening beams of liberty. In
many parts of Fumpc the condition of the people
1s more tolerable.  The fpirit of oppreflion how-
.ever predominates, and rears up its h.deous form
to oppole the progrels of hiberty.  IFrance, in
breaking her chains and fe1zing her freedom. has

C cxperienced
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expevienced all the horrors of war,  Its defolating
calamitics have rolled over her fertile plains.
Her armies, animated by that avdour which firft
glowed in America, have triumphed over all op-
pofition.  Defpotifm has been thaken to s lowelt
foundations. Brave Firenchmen! your caule is

the caufe of all nature ; your vittories, the hibcr-
ties of the world e

Tunxine off our eyes from the bloody ficlds
of Kurope, we may rejoice for the happinefs of
the United States.  Inafull perfuafion ot the ex-
ccllency of our government, let us fhun thole
vices which tend to its fubverfion, and cultivate
thoie virtues which will render it permanent, and
tranfmit 1t in full vigour to all {ucceeding ages.
Lct not the haggard form. of intemperance and
luxury cver lift up their deftroying vifages w this
happys<country. Let czconomy, frugality, mode-
ration and juftice, at home and abroad, mark the
condufl of all our citizens. Lect it be our con-
flant carc to diffufe xnowledge and goodnefs
through all ranks of {ocicty. The people of this
country will never be uneafy under its prefent
form of governmcent, provic{ed they have {ufh.
cient infarmation to judge of its excellency. No
nation under heaven enjoys {o much happinefs -as
the Americans. Cenvince them of this, and will
they not fhudder at the thought of {ubverting thets
political conflitution, or fuffering it to degene-
ratc into ariftocracy or monarchy ? Let 2 {enfe
of our happy fituation awaken in us the warmeft
fenfations of gratitude to the Supreme Being.
Iet us confider him as the author ofall our ble
fings, acktnowledging him as our beneficent parent,

protector and fricnd.  The predominant tendency
ot

¢
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of his providences towards us as a nalton, evinces
his benevolent defigns.  Every part of his cona
dutt fpeaks in a language plain and intelhigible.
et us open our ears, let us attend, let us be wile,

Wiuite we celebrate the annivcrfary of our
independence, let us not pafs over i flence the
-defenders of our country.  Where are thofe brave
Americans whale hves were cloven down 1n the
tempelt of battle ? Are they not bending from the
bright abodes? A votree—fram the altar cricsy—
¢ Thele are they who loved their country, thefe
arc they who died for hiberty.” We now reap
the fruit of their agony and toil.  let their me-
morics be eternally embalmed in our bofoms.
Let the infants of all pofterity prattle their fame,
and drop tears of ¢ourage for their fate.

Tne confequences of American independence
will foon reach to the extremities of the world.
The thining car of frecdom will foon roll o' er
the nccks of kings, and bear off the opprefled to
{cenes of liberty and peace. The clamours of
war will ceafe under the wholc heaven. The tree
of liberty will fhoot its top up to the fun. Its
boughs will hang over the ends of the world, and
the wearied nations will liec down and reft under its
thade.  Here in America ftands the afylum for the
diftrefled and perfecuted of all nations.  This vaft
temple of frecdom rifes majeftically fair.  Found-
cd on a rock, it will remain unfhaken by the
force of tyrants, undiminifhed by the flight of
time. lLong Qtreams of light emanate through
1ts portals, and chace the darknefs from diftant
nations. Its wurrets will fwell into the hcavens,

rifing
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rifing above cvery tempeft; and the pillar of
divine glory, defcending from God will reft for-
cver on ity fummit,




