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ORATION, e.

TWENTY-SEVEN ycars ago, America {hook
oft the fetters of dependence and declared herlelf
free. Allembled to commemorate that important

day, which recalls for a moment a portion of that
{pirit which animated her citizens in the atchieve-
ment of her independence, and brings to our view
the brighte{t pertod in her annals, we mufl mingle
many melancholy refle@ions with our joys. Of
the warriors who crowded our ficlds, of the patrie
ots who role againft our oppreflors, and of the
ftatefmen who filled our councils, in a revolution-
ary conteft hitherto unprecedenttted, many have
defcended to their tombs, and left'to their pofteri-
ty the mournful recolle€tion of their fulterings,
and the grateful remembrance of their valour and
their virtue, They left a patrimony bought with
their blood, their treafures and their wifdom ; a
country valt 1n extent; a government free, yet
energetic ; a conltitution, not drawn from the
clofets of modern philolophers, or from the cells
of monks, but compiled from the wildom and ex-
perterice of other ages; laws originating in juftice
and embracing the public welfare, and a reputa-
tion, which men only like them{elves can preferve.
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Tar events of our revolution have often fur-
nifhed a theme for f »rmer orators. Ouar pride has
been heightened, ourpallions warmed, and our pat-
rioti{fm kindled by the {plendid pifture of a nation
rifing from the delolations of war to freedom,
profperity, and renown. The canvals of the
painter, the pen of the poet, and the tongue of the
orator, have immortalized every {cene of our hol-
tilities, of our defeats and our viftonies. Thelub-
limeft efforts of the imagination, the profoundeit
reafon, the acuteft invention, and the moft {plen-
did eloquence, have been called forth to perpetu-
ate the glory of our country. The names of our
heroes have been regiftered on the golden {croll
of immortality, and our nation enrolled among

the happieft and the freeft on the globe.

Leavinc to others the recital of thofe deeds
which gave renown to our revolution; leaving
thofe fcenes over whichthe fowers of rhetoric have
been {o often [cattered, I thall, on the prefent
occafion, call your attention to the importance
of a firm and decifive National Chara&er. The
acquifition of our independence would altimately
be of but little confequence, thould we net raife
fome barrier to prevent the encroachments of our
future enemies, and to guard us againft the poffi-
bility of future dangers. This barrier muft be
formed, not by our ftrength, our opulence, or our
numbers, but by the minds of our citizens. Na-
tions, like individuals, receive the ftamp of in-
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famy, or of greatnels, fram their refpe&ive char-
aters. Ignorance and puhllannnity, weaknefs
and timidity, will always bear the reproaches;
while wif{dom and courage, hrmnels and mazna-
nimity, will meet with the applaute and relpeél
of mankind. The generous indignation and the
hardy boldnefs with wiuch a nation defends it
rights, and the lteady dignity with which 1t fup-

ports its ftation in the world, 1mprcls the mind
more farcibly than the cold calculations of 1ts ex-
tent of territory, or its multitude of inhabitants.
It prefents us with a grand and [ublime {pe@acle,
over which the 1mngmat10n may range without
{attety, and which rezlon may examine without

difguft. Fear to relent an 1njury, and acquiel-

cence 1a 1nfult, will foon render a people too dil-
pirited to relume their proper courage, or too
weak to repel therragareflors. Confcioulnels of
charaCler never degraded, and of an honor never
ftained, as it gives fearlelsnels to an individual,

gives energy to a nation.

To fupport our national honouar, to ﬂrength-

‘én our independence fo dearly puich.led, to give
dignity to our country, to perpetuate the renown
acquired by our anceftors, and to continue to us

the bleflings of peace, a national chara&er mufl be
eftablifhed ; not fuch an one 2s depends on tem-

porary expedients, the miferable refuge of a weak

{tatelman, nor which owes its exiftence of the fitu-
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ation, the temper or the 1mbecility of other na-

tions ; but one that fhall extort the refpe® and
compel the fear of our enemies, however formida-

ble their ftrength, or inexhauftible their refources.

The bold defenders of our freedom have fketched

the outlines of fuch a charaller, and 1t remains

for you to complete the pifture.

Oruer nations have onginated in darknefs
and oblcunty ; their progrels unknown or unob-
{erved, until they had flowly rifen to power, to
Iplendor and profperity. Time, co-operating with
exertion, accident or revolution, has given per-
manence to their laws, and {tability to their gov-
ernments. The origin of ours was widely difter-
ent. Cafting back our eyes over two centuries,
we behold the unfortunate and opprefled of the
Ealtern World leaving the abodes of civilization
to found an empire and cultivate a wildernefs.
The Gctiens of ancient poets, which have won the
approbation and commanded the wonder of ages,
contain nothing which could equal an enterprize

like this. Separate companies landing on an ex-

tenfive country, formed diftin& communities, reg-

ulated by different laws, and {ubjedled to differ-
~ent authorities. Strongly connefted neither by

the ties of friendfhip, of allegiance nor intereft,
they nourifhed the {eeds of difcord, of jealouly
and oppolition.

Ovur conftitution was formed amidft the tur-
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bulence, weaknefs and confufion, 1n which a long
war had left this country. To accommodate it to
the various difpofitions, expefiations and withes
of the people, to fatisfy their prejudices and calm
their paffions, while the ruins of war were flill
{moking around them, were beyond the power of

man. Our legiflators, though they had before

them the models of every form of governmeﬁt
from the fimplicity of a Grecian Republic to the
complexity of a Britith Monarchy, though they
were aided by the refearches of the moil profound
ftatefinen, and though they borrowed light from
every luminary of ancient or modern age, well
knew they could not indiffolubly uaite in one
compa&t body fo many difcordant and dilordered
communities. God had endued them with no
fuch miraculous powers, and when they had per-
formed their tafk, they might well exclaim 1n the
language of Solon, though we have not given
you a perfelt form of government, nor a perfelt
code of laws, we have given you the beft that your
country can bear. Their wifdom forefaw the ne-
ceflity of an union in manners, in morals and In

Jaws.

Tre proud fovereignties of the different ftates
were yielded to national fupremacy with cautious
circumfpeion and jealous timidity. Men with
difficulty {ubmitted to a government, whofe ex-

ternal form bore a firon g refemblance to that from
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which they had recently-emancipated themlelves,
Thev expe@ed it would fmother that noble {pirit
of liberty they had imbibed, and chill that patriot«
ic ardour which had led them from toil to toil,
from danger to danger, and from villory to vitto-
ry. They were not anxious to bind round therr
ancles the fetters they imagined they had fhaken
off, nor would they nvet round the necks of their
§bﬁerit}- the chains they had once broken over the
heads of their tyrants. Such were the agitations
of thofe times, and {uch the phantoms conjured
up by the magicians of the day to difquiet and di-
vide. Our legiflators beheld thefe unhappy dif-
ferences, but could not remedy them. They wile-
Iy lefe 1t to time to ﬁrengthen, cement and polifth
. the fabric they had ereed. Though their exer-
/ tions were partially crowned with {uccels, they
looked forward with anxiety to the completion of

their grand and noble delign.

Txs hand of time has not yet moulded 1nto
Gmilanity the various defcriptions of inhabitants
who have flocked to our country from every quar-
ter of the globe. The change in their fituation
makes no rapi& chauge in their difcontented minds.
Tranfport them to the naked wilds of Sibena, or
to the burning deferts of Arabia, and they would
retain their habits, their morals, their religion,
their opinions, their languagé, and even thetr pre-

judices. Forming a motley aflemblage of virtue
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and vice, of wildom and weaknels, they have re-
tarded our acquifition of a firm national charac-
ter. They have tran{planted the arts of the old
world, which we mult nourifh; but they have
fown the {ceds of diflipation and luxury, which

we muft eradicate.

Tue turbulence of that party fpirit," which
ranf{acks the abodes of private life for tales of {lan-

der, which corrupts the minds and poifons the
felicity of our citizens, and difturbs the afthes of
the dead, requires a correlting hand. Some no-
ble obje&t muft be placed in view, which will

animate our pride, unite our exertions, and repay
our induftry. In vain {hould we fearch for fuch

an obje&t amid the [plendors of a monarchy, or
the terrors of a defpotifm ; in vain thould we fearch
for it, in the viciflitudes of a turbulent democracy,
or in the pomp of a ferocious confulate. It can
only be found in the realms of liberty and peace.
Such an obje&t we may yet have, in acquiring and
{upporting a firm national charaller; a charaéter
which may give {plendor to our country, and do
honour to human nature. The welfare of the
United States impoles this tafk upon you. The
minds of our countrymen are flexible. ‘The
means are 1n your hands to give them a proper
dire&ion, and can only be ioft or mifappled by

our jealouly, or our negligence, our 1ignorance or

our corruption. Shieldgd by a vaft ocean from



[ 10 ]
the ftorms of foretgn war, and fpreading over a
territory unequalled in fertility, comprehending
the faireft inheritance on earth, we may bave a
prolpeét of greatnefs which ambition can never

tamifh, which the united efforts of our enemies
cannot deftroy, and of a renown which the lapfle

of ages cannot diminifh.

~ Goonp faith towards other nations is the foun-
dation of national honor, In the vaft varety of
connexions which it is neceffary for us toform by
means of convention or treaties, we muft finétiy

adhere to the fevereft maxims of juftice. On the
{acred obfervance of every flipulation made by us,
and a quick refentment and prompt puntfhment
of every injury depend our commercial prof-
perity, and what is ftill more valuable, the re-
fpeQability of our country. The farth of a na-
tion oncefolemnly pledged and wantonly broken,

renders her not only infamous, bat contempti-
ble. The indignation of mankind will follow
Fer perfidy. Punie faith was once fynonimous
with treachery ; and Carthage could never re-
trteve her loft charafler by the valour of her

armies, the ftrength of her fleets, or the opulence
of her cities. Such will be our fate thould we

ever encroach upon the rights of other nations, ow
wantonly violate thole obligations by which we

have once folemnly bound eurfelves. Treaties
are the bonds by which the vaft focieties of the
éarth are conne&ed together, and the infraCtion of
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their minutet articles attaches an mdehble {tigma

to the national aggreflor.

Our intercourfe with other nations muft be
nrotefled by {omething more formidable than the
bare threatenings of our vengeance. Menacces

are the 1mpotent weapons of impotent ftatelinen.

Situated at fuch a diftance from countries with
which we have important commercial connexions,
we :auft make them fee and fear, if not feel, our
power. Hence arilcs the neceflity of a naval force
to prote@ our defencelels merchants from the
plunderers of the ocean, and to maintain ocur re-
{pe@tability abroad. Look at Britain; not fo
large as fome of our ftates, yet her naval vi€ories
have procured her the refpet of the world., Her
{ails are {een from the ftormy coalts of Greenland,
and the thunder of her cannon is heard beyond

the Pacific. Without the aid ot her fleets, fhe
would long f{ince have been enrolled among the

petty realms of fome {uccelsful tyrant.

Strict attention fthould be paid to the quali-
ficaticns of perfons clothed in diplomatic characs
ters. They fhould be feletted from among thofe

who are revered for their virtues, their wildom,
and thelr experience ; not from the dregs of a
party, or the lycophants of power, but from among
thofe who would defplfe the petty ambition of
rifing to official ftations without talents to execute

their duties, and who would difdain to be habited
in the trappings of power, unlefls to benefit the
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country which required their {ervices. They'af‘c
cholen to reprefent the dignity and defend the

rights of their country ; and can thofe who have
neiicher probity nor patriotifm, firmnefs nor hon-
our, accomplifh the umportant objefts of their
miflions ? Mankind are apt to fulpe& that a na-
tion which elevates the vicious or the weak, the
sgnorant or the intriguing, to fuch ftations, has no
dignity to reprefent, no honour to maintain,
Motives of temporary policy fhould never influ-
ence our rulers to make fuch appointments, or to
facrifice to expediency the permaﬁent weifare of
their fubjells. - Confcious of its impertance, they
fhould transfer no power to thofe whom tempta-
tion would induce to betray their truft ; they
fhould diftribute no douceurs to bribe the menials
of a foe, nor depend upon favourable contingen-
cies to purchafe the rights they are afraid openly
to defend. Guided by the maxims of wildom,
and the voice of experience, they {hould delegate
their authority to thofe only who have a reputa-
tion to preferve, and intereft to defend, and abili-

ty to revenge the injunies done to their country,

TURNING to our own country, we difcover an
ample field for improvement. Nothing raifes
the reputation of a country more than the cultiva.
tion of literature. It encircles her natignal char-
aCter with a glory that can never fade, and tranf-

mits the exploits of her heroes for future ages to
admire and imitate. Letters have confecrated to
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immortality the names of thofe nations which

have been {wept from the face of the globe by the
ravages of time, or the devaflations of war. They
leave on the ruins of thofe countries, the nobleft
trophy, the pride, the power, or the wifdom of
man can ere€t, We gaze upon the records of
their exiftence, their glory, and their fall, with
enthufiafticardour and hallowed veneration. The
defiru&ion of thofe tranfitory objefts which have
roufed ambaition, or called forth avarice and rapa-
~ city, excite no emotions-but thofe of {corn and
difguft in the bofoms of mankind ; but it kindles
their indignation, when the ravagers of the earth
difplay the torch of war in the fhades of philo-
{fophic repofe, deface the monuments of art, or
deftroy the records of fcience. Literature is the
mother of all the milder virtues., The arts and
fciences require the proteCting hand of national
power to raife from their prefent degraded fitua-
tion to that perfeftion of which they are capable.
A National Univerfity would be confidered by
wile Legiflators as an objeét of the firft importance
to our country. It would fofter that noble pride
and dignified independence of the mind which
are ever the attendants of true patriotifm. The
youth of our country would no longer be compel-
led to refort to the repofitories of learning in Eu-
rope to acquire an education which their own
country would be better able to beftow. A fpirit

of emulation would pervade our inftitutions, and
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an srdour for improvement would awaken our
fludents from the {lumbers of dulnels and pedan-
try. Anuniform lyftem of education throughout
the United States would facilitate the acquifition
of knowledge, enlightening and polithing fociety,
reforming the manners, correCting the habus, and
cultivating all the vistues which adorn human life.
To harmounize the difcordant modes and fyfiems
of education which prevail in our country, re-
quires the aid of gradual change and gentle ino-
‘yation. - Rapid alterations would diferganize
rather than unite the community.

Tux laws of our country are the fecunties of all
the peace and happinefs we enjoy, when undifturb-
ed by foreign foes. They are the ramparts which
furround our life, liberty, and property. A {mali
knowledge will inferm us that geed laws are the
refult of time, of ftudy, of wildom and experument.
Their defets muflt be fupplied, and their errors
correfted as their inconveniencies are felt, or as «
fervation adds to the ftock of human knewledge.
Where the rich can neither opprefs the poor, nor
the flagitious injure the honeft, the moft frurtful
{fource of oppreflion is defiroyed ; but if once the
fanftuary of juftice is invaded, and the judicial

tribunal corrupt, we may bid farewell to our hap-
pinefs. To be able to obtain redrefs for our
wrongs, the limits of our duties and our ri_ght;
mufl be accurately known ; but {uch is the dif-
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cordance of the laws in the difforent parts of the
United States, that a firanger, in pafling through:
them, would one day find himfelf ceverned by
the mandates of a tyrant, and tae next, by the
regulations of a mob. By allimilating the laws or
the different flates, a more perfet and beautiful
fyftem of jurifprudence would be formed out of
the incoherent mafs which now difgraces our
country. State partiality, prejudice and jealouly,
wou.ld no longer difturb our repofle, and the pll-
lars of our national fabric be firen vt‘lf"ncd

In a reprefentatwe poverminent, caution and
circum{peflion fhould watch over the private
charalters of condidates for ofices. Private dii-
henefty, and public treachery are nurfed in the
 {ame bolom. Secletled as the guardians of our na-
tional welfare and national henour, they would
but 11l deferve their ftations, did they not poffefs
that firmnefs which would refift the calls of am-
bition, and that courage which would defend their
COUntry in the hour of danger. Jealoufy for lib-
erty fhould mark with a vigilant eye and a firm
hand the condufk of our rulers, but not embar-
rafs their mealures with unfounded complaints,

indifcriminate oppofitien or bold menaces. “In
{eleCting our rulers we fhould throw afrde the
petty diftinC@ions of party, and give our conf-
dence to thofe only, who ment our reverence for
their virtues, our applaufe for their wifdom), and
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our admiration for their magnanimity. They

will give an unbending firmnels to our national
charalter, and add an untarnithed glory to our

country.

LEeT the pureft principles of morality and re-
ligion be inculcated from our pulpits, and the
chaftelt manners exemplified in the circles of our
{ocieties. Let fathers inftil into their children the
fentiments of humanity, of generofity, of juflice,
and of national honour. Spartan firmnefs, Gre-

cian wif{dom and Roman patrioti{im, may revive In
our country. Thole principles which are now

imbibed ; thofe manners and habits which are now
formed, will give a tin&ure to diftant ages.

DEestroY not thole gradations in fociety, which
education, the endowments of nature, or the {miles
of fortune have formed. By breaking a link in
that chain which conneéls them in beauty, in or-
der, in proportion and harmony, and you level in
the duft the proudeﬂ: fabric of human glory. You
let loofe thie angry paflions, the tumultuous defires
and the licentious ambition of man, which, like a.

torrent, fweep away all the land marks of foéiety.

No man can refirain their ravages or prefcribe
bounds to their courfe; but by prelerving and
ftrengthening them, you al in fubfervience to the

diftates of nature.

By fuch means our national chara&er would
rife in the eftimation, and command the applaufe

A
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of mankind. Americans would have a new obii-
gation to bind them to their country. It would
reward them with that honour which titles cannot
beltow nor wealth purchafe. It would nourtth
that noble enthufialin of the foul, that love of
virtuous fame, which loftens all the toils and
braves all the terrors of life, which leads through
the paths of danger and adverlity to immortal re-

nown. America, repofing on the grandecur of

her national charafler, formed by her juft laws,

upheld by the arts and {ciences, f{trengthened by
the pure manners and [iri& morals of hercitizens,
ennobled by her juftice towards other nations,
and rendered iliultrious by the wifdom of her ru-
lers, might withftand the united efFurts of the
world to enilave or divide her. Whnile thus in-
creafing in profperity, every wave ol the Atlantic
would waft to our fhores the produce of every cii-
mate, agriculture would brighten our wellern
mountains, and our clallic domes would rife,
where once the caiumet of the {avage ftreamed on

the defert atr,

Ricues may corrupt but cannot ennoble a na-

‘tion. The poifon of Spain has flowed from the

caverns of the Andes. That country once renown-

ed for her generous pride;, her dignified loyalty,

her courage, her magnanimity and her fearlefs

honour, i1s now funk into the vileft {loth, igno-

rance and defpotifim, Her {ons can no longer be

C
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rouled (o exertion by recalling to their minds the
exatnples of their ancient valour. They can no
lonuer be waked by the clarion of renown to fol-
low 1a the bright fteps of their anceftors.  But A-
merica has a nobler profpe&t. Undifturbed by the
commotions of the ealtern world, yet feared and
yefpelted, fhe would no longer be influenced by
the wnrccarious friendlhip, or dependent on the
treachafons alliance of other nations. Whatever
was dignified in ancient or in modern times, what-
cver was worthy 1n charalter or noble in conduft,
would be imitated by her fons. Equally defpif-
ing the illuftrious villainy of a modern ufurper,
or the ungrateiul perfidy of an ancient tyrant,
they would endeavour by their actions to render
‘themfelves worthy of the country which gave

them barth.

Tur lofs of a firm national charafter, or the
degradation of a nation’s honour, is the inevitable
prelude to her deftrufion. Behold the once proud
fabric of a Roman Empire—an Empire carrying
its arts and arms 1ato every part of the ealiern con-
tinent ; the monarchs of mighty kingdows dvag-
ged at the wheels of her triumphal chariots ; her
eagle waving over the ruins of delclated coun-
tries. Where is her {plendor, her wealth, hey

power, her glory ? Extinguifthed forever. . Her
mouldering temples, the mournful veftiges of her
former grandeur, afford a fhelter to her muttering
- Monks, Where are her ftatcfmen, her {ages, her
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philofophers, her orators, her gencrals? Go to
their {olitary tombs and cnguire. She 1ol her
national charalter and her deltruflion followed.
The ramparts of her national pride were breken
down, and Vandalifm defolated her clainc fields.

Citizens will lofe their refpelt and confidence
in our government il 1t does not extend over
them the fhield of an honourable national charac-
ter. Corruption will creep in and fharpen party
animofity. Ambitious leaders will feize uponthe
favourable moment. The madenthufiafinforrev-
olution will call into aftion the irritated {pirt of
our nation, and civil war muft follow. The
iwords of our countrymen may yet glitter on our
mouantains, their blood may yet encrimfon our
plains. Drawing afide from fuch a {cene the cur-
tain of futurity, we might behold our enemies en-
tering upon the breaches of our civil diftrallions,
the flames of war blazing from onc end of our
country to the other, the brave and the good re-
tiring in defpair to the tombs of their anceltors,
and forming with their bones their lalt rampart
againft the deftroyers of their frecdom, and delo-
lated America {plit into jealous and turbulent
confederacies, or crufhed by the iron hand of a
defpot.

SucH the warning voice of all antiquity ; the
examples of all republics proclaim may be oyr
fate. But let us no longer indulge thele gloomy
anticipations. The commencement of our liberty
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prefaged the dawn of a biighter period to the
world. That bold enterprizing {pirit which con--
dufed our heroes to peace and fafety, and gave

us a lofty rank amid the empires of the world,
flill animates the bofoms of their defcendants.
Look back to that moment when they unbarred
the dungeons of the {lave and dafhed his fetters
to the earth, when the fword of a WasnincTON
leapt from 1ts {cabbard to revenge the {laughter of
our countrymen. Place their example before you.
Let the fparks of their veteran wildom flath acrofs
your minds, and the f{acred altars of your liberty
crowned with 1immortal honours, rife before you.
Relying on the virtue, the courage, the patriotifm
and the flrength of our country, we may expe&
our national charatter will become more energet-
1¢, our citizens more enlightened, and may hail
the age as not far diftant, when will be heard as

the proudeft exclamation of man, I am an A-
MERICAN.

To tee MILITIA.

To the gentlemen of the Militia it muft af-
ford peculiar pleafure to join in celebrating the
day which gave us mndependence. To you we
look up for the defence of our country in emer-
gencies, which 1t is impoflible to forefee or com-
pletely to guard againft ; and though the garb of

peacetul life may be exchanged by you for the
habiliments of war, yet the feelings of the citizen
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ought ever to be intermingled with the bravery
of the foldier. Warlike atchicvemcnts give a
{plendor to the human charatter which we are
compelled to admire, while we deprecate their
neceffity ; but liberty {ometimes requires, and
juftice fanétions, a recourle to the {word. Pa-
tience and obedience, humanity and courage, are’
the firft virtues of a foldier; induftry, honefty,
and gencrofity, arve the firft duties of a citizen.
Combining thefe qualifications, you are treading -
in the path which your anceftors brightened by
their example. You have a valt country to de-
fend, and we know not how {oon fthe may call for
your fervices.  Uncertain wnat may be our future
fate, yet anxious for our pecace and fafety, we
look round upon thefe waviug enfigns with an
aflurance, that they will never be deferted in the
hour of danger ; and thole arms tell us, that whiie
your bofoms throb with life, our cnemies fhall
never enter beyond the threfhold of our country.
Nourifh in your bofoms that generous pride, that
dignified fenfe of honor, which is as prompt to re-
pair an injury as to revenge aninfult; which
leads the youthful warrior to deeds ol renown,
and bids the fcarred veteran throb with tranfport,
while his eyes are clofing on the field of battle.
Patriotifm 1s the attribute of every good ; virtu-
ous ambition the charafleriftic of every noble
mind. Animated by them both, you require no
other motives to roufe your exertion, and condutt



[ 22 ]

you to that fuccels which will confer lafting hon-
our on our national characler.

Tue Matrons of Sparta could once proudly
exclaim, We have never beheld the {moke of an
enemy’s camp. The Matrons of America were
doomed to a feverer misfortune. They 'bgheld.
their habitations wrapt in flames, thetr friends,
their hufbands, and their children butchered before

their eycs by a mercilels enemy. To prevent the
repetition of {uch dreadful {cenes, you are embat-

tled as the guardians of our repofe, our fafety, and

our honour. Connefting the military with the
civil ftate, you Qrengthen the bonds of {ociety,
affording protetion from infult, and a fhield from
invafion. In recalling to your minds the exam-
ples of your forefathers, who are now mouldering
in their tombs, and pointing to the {oil on which
you tread, as the patrimony they have left you,
you will confider its defence as the defence of

yourfelves, and of every thing dear to you in life.
When the protettion of a country is trufted to
mercenaries, its independence is precarious. The
{word, which is drawn in its defence, may be
plunged in its bofom ; but the citizens of a coun-
try, by turning their arms againft it, enilave
themfclves. The era of our independence re-
minds us of the glorious ftruggles of our infant
militia, when veteran valour yielded to undifct-

plined intrepidity ; and t&e voice of liberty, echo-
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ing in thunders acrols the globe, lummoned our
youth to the field of battle, warmed every heart
with courage, and nerved every arm with {trength,
Cultivating their prudence, their courage, their
patriotifm, and their magnanmity, may you add
fplendor to the brave accomplifhments of the
.foldier; and dignity to the mild virtues of the

citizen,



