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ORATION.

g

LET the voice of exultation sound high!
Let shouts of triumph and gratitude echo from
Maine te- Mississippi, for the Birth Day of Ameri-
“can Freedom has again arrived.  Again do millions
of freemen assemble in commemoration of an
event, which, for boldness of design and impor-
tance of its consequences, has never been surpassed,
never equalled. It wagwhen the night of despo-
tism had settled on the world, when tyranny infla-
ted shook his iron sceptre, and the Genius of Liber-
ty, indignant at the degradation of man, was about
to wing her flight to her native clime, that our
Fathers declared, that they «were, and of right
ouglht to be, free and independent.” The brilliancy
of this act irradiated the gloom of despotism and
recalled the fleeting Goddess to the earth. What
spectacle can the imagination depict, more magni-
ficent and sublime, than that which our Fathers
exhibited on this occasion. Magnificent in virtue,
sublime in patriotism, they boldly stood forth the
champions of Independence—the foes of tyranny.
With no resources but their love of liberty—their
ardent valor and a firm reliance on the God of bat-
tles, they unfurled the standard of defiance, and
prepared to oppose the most powerful and wealthy
nation of Europe. T'o the number, discipline and re-
sources of the enemy, they opposed courage, patriot-
1sm, and a determination to hive free, or willingly to
vield their lives in support of that determinaticn.
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The Ministerial faction of Great Britain labored
under a tatal dewsion.  In vain did the discrnnina-
tion of Chatha discover thewr ervors; 1n vain did
his warning voice sound 1n their legislative assem-
blies; in vain did he predict the issue ol their mad
schemes.” Arrogant of their power, disdaining
whnt they presumptuously dared to term the puny
efforts of a rebellious child,. they disregarded our
complaints, our appeals for justice. They added
injury to mjury;, and iasult tonsult. There 15 a
poiat at which forbearance becomes crime, resis-
tance virtue.. 'That point was reached. It was
then that the spirit of our Fathers, springing with
elastic force from the weight of oppression, rose in
opposition.  TYite contlict commenced; ‘dreadful
was the scene. Ewery art which ingenuity could
devise, évery cruelty which revenge or anger could
suggest, was practised by this merciful Mother,
against her eiring child. 'The Savage Indian, (the
naturdl, and perhaps justifiable enemy of the white
man) was exc:ted to deeds of harror; the blood of
innocence purpled our- fields, the shrieks of our
mothers and appealing crics of infancy mingled in
cvery breeze from the frontier. 'I’'he domestic was
urged to raise his vengeful arm against his owner.
Confusion, anarchy and murder stalked in tri-
umph o’er our country. Yet were our Fathers firm.
Their estates were . wasted—their fiiends, their
brothers fell by the sword—still Liberty was their
cry— L:berty or a giorious death. 'Fhe cause of
freedom and of justice was at length triumphant.
Adferica stood ¢ redecmed, regenerate and disen-
thralled,” anation of the carth.  Delightiul specta-
cle! cheering to the heart of the patriot and philan-
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thropist. Here is an asylum for the oppressed of
all nations.  Herc they may be in safety and bid
defiaice to thewr enemies. Heie the wanderer may
find a restiig place—the persecuted be in peace.
Here the Man of God may worship his Creator
without the restraint of form or superstition. Here
“ the mild spuit of -Chnistiznity appears in the cha-
racter of hLer precepts, breathnsg the air and robed
1n the bexut.es of the world to which she would
lead us; with no uregvirzest but love; nolook but
peace; no wealth but yieiy; her creed comprehen-
sive as the arch of heave:, and her charities bound-
cd butby the circie of crezion.”

Fain would we enlogice the heroes of '76; fain
would we add our weak tribrie of praise, but we
know not whom to select, what action to panegy-
vice. Bunker’s Hill, 'T'renton, Yorktown, are all
worthy commemoration: Gree:ne, Marion, and
Moultrie, all deserve a nation’s praise, a nation’s
oratitude: but there are other scenes of American
valor and skill, and other examples of personal
worth, which erowd upon my mind. ~

Amidst our Fathers there was one, however,
who rose conspicuous above his brothers: Yet who
can speak his praise? what language shall we use,
and do his virtues justice? WASHINGTON,
the great and good ! Tn battle the thunderbolt of
war, he carried desolation in his path—in peace he
appeared as ihe rambow, mild and beautiful, in
confemp:ating whose serenity, we forget the dark
cloud that had lower'd, tic thunder’s roar andhght-
nng’s elcam.  Ile was the friend of humanity——
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he loved to ameliorate the condition of his fellow be=
ings. 'The captive blessed him and wept at the re-
eollection of having borne arms against the friend of
freedom and of mun. The wilow and the orphan
mingled his numi>'in ti@id oiisons, and invoked a
blessing on his head. Yet he was ambitious, but
his ambition was not that “ whose grasp is fate,
whose flight famine, which reposes on earth’s pin-
nacle and plays with heaven’s lightning:” it wus an
ambition to be emianently distiiguished for his vir-
tues, his justice and his patriotism.  He did not pant
to rule aland of slaves, but to live the brother
—the benefactor of freemen. Say, ye sons of
ambition—ye votaries of false glory—ye, whose
laurels derive their verdure from the blood of your
fellow beings, where is now your fame? where
your glory? History records your actions—poste-
rity reads, and as it reads, curses the demoniac fury
which impelled you to such murderous deeds—but
thy actions, Father of our Libertics, live in the
hearts of all mankind—thy fame is the fame of
virtue—the Sons of Frecdom adore your memory
and tyrants tremble at the namme of WasningrTon.

Patriotism is at all times interesting, always de-
lightful to contemplate. But when woman, ten-
der and retiring woman is governed by its influ-
ence; when, regardless of calm tranquility, she re-
nounces all the comforts which habit renders neces-
sary—assumes the patriot and braves all the horrors
of war, puverty and famine; it then becomes a
virtue so resplendent, that the mind regards it with
a mixture of enthusiastic admiration” and pride,
that would arm a coward for the ficldand sink the
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traitor into a hell of anguish and remorse. Such
were the feelings which the conduct of our fair coun-
trywomen excited. The mother taught her son to
Jove his country, the wife girded on her husband the
sword of freedom; and the blushing maiden, as she
sighed an adieu to her lover, would have rather seen
bim borne back a lifeless corse, than to have heard
him stigmatized as a coward ora traitor. When
victory crowned the exertions of our fathers, they
were received by the fair, with smiles of congratu.
lation and triumph. When wounded or defeated,
they soothed the pillow of distress and rendered
the bed of pain an enviable situation. Yes, « the
hour of adversity is woman’s hour—in the full blaze
of fortune’s rich meridian, her modest beam retires
from vulgar notice, but the clouds of woe collect
around us, and shades and durkness dim the wan-
derer’s path; then that chaste and lovely light shines

forth to cheer us, an emblem and an emanation of
the heavens.” |

At the conclusion of the contest, America exhi-
bited a specimen of genuine patriotism.  In the
formation of a new government, it was natural to
conclude, that men who had been educated under
a monarchical form, whose prejudices might rca-
souably be supposed enlisted in its favor, who had
entered into the contest not to overthrow monarchy,
but to restrain its encroachments—it wasnatural to
conclude, that the ambition of some and the partial-
ities of others, would have led to the establishment
of a regal government. But they had discovered
that the general happiness depended on equality and
freedom, and there was not found an individual




3

50 selfish—so corrupt as'to hint'at Monarchy, A
form of goverament was esteblished essentially re-
publican—preserving eveiy rgtt consisteat with
the welfare of society, and bams“mn every distlic-
tion that was not created by pxtftnt:xezxt virtue
and talents,

It isin this country that we have the proud privi-
lege of being governed by + Rulers, themselves sub-
servient to the Laws.” = We trembie not at the
frown of a tyrannic despot. Livery eitizen, how-
ever humble his station, has his rights guarantced
and secured to him.  General suffrage affords an
cqual and just systcm of representation.  We have
no fear of laws being passed ~ppressive or injurious.
Our Representatives are chosen frgm and by the
people, (the only legitimate source of power) and
en them they depcna for support. If misled by
ambition, pride, or erroneous optme}ns, they are
responsible to the hish tribunal of the people ; and
if found guilty, disgrace and dishonor must everaf-
ter be their concomitants,

In vain do the timid or disaftected ery aloud that
republics are of short duration. In vain do they
puint to Greece and Rome for examples.  The
dificrence between those republics and that of
Amerca is essential,  Rome. towerirg n pride;
glittering in giory and h()'hfhm of hvr sicbihity;
was never free. . A powerful elfl“‘t@fl acy, over-
wheliming in its its influcnce from e Simensity of
its wealth, had ofien a preponde.ating werg sht in
the emmmmsts Continued stimgales tu“een
them and the commons, preduced mbm’ht;y and
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weakness, clogged the wheels of government,
opened a road tor ‘oreign nvasion,and cherished
the demon of domestic warfare.  Hence, worn out
by contentions and hurrassed by their enemies, they
were glad to obtain temporary security by any
means in their power. Designing and ambitious
men, profiting by the distresses of their fcllow citi-
zens, strode with puracidal ingratitude o'er the
prostrate cuergies of their country, and became hier
tyrants.

In Greece there was too much left to the people
at large. Popular assemblies are generally tumul-
tuous—their passions casily excited—they have not
th. nower of understanding all the purposes and
causes of political actions.  Men of talents und el-
oquence diracted the passions of the Grecian mob at
plercare; hence their measureshad nosctticd purpose,
but varied with the fuvorite of theduy. It wasnot
then to be expected that a Goverament, thus organ-
ized, should be of long duration.

We turn from the conc:ideration of those defec-
tive iustitutions, to view the constitution of these
United States; to view that constitution whose base
1$ virtue, whose superstructive happiness.  Is there
4 Grovernment in cxistence? has one ever cxisted
to equal in? I defy a pavallel.  'The general equal
ization of property guards us from the undue 1nflu-
ence of wealth. 'Ihe absence of titles and heredi-
tary distinctions, preserves us from the dangers of
avistocracy. 'T'he system of representation, whilst
it affords us every advantage of popular assemolics,
protects us from the dangerous tumults and vacil-

B
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Jating measures incident to them. 'The frequency
of elections shields us from the ambition of indi-
viduals. The Executive possesses sufficient energy,
and yet is within control. In fact it is a Govern-
meat granting to the citizen every right necessary
ta his happmesa, and possessing sufficrent power to
protect those rights from foreign or domestic vio-
lation.

After the Revolution had eventuated in the esta-
blishment of our rights, industry rosc triumphant
on the ruins of war. 'Those fields which but a
short time before had been ravaged and laid waste,
were now filled with all the productions of the
earth. The sea was whitened by the sails of com-
-meice, and happiness smiled o’er the land. W hilst
the Western +2misphere exhibited this beautiful
picture, Europe was writhing in anguish—the de-
mon of war was hoy wling o'cr the coast—nations
were rocking to the centre and the political world
tottered in the blast. What master Spirit 1s that
who rides sublime amid these convulsions, whe
glories in the storm, and smiles at danger? ’Tis
Napoleon! that man of fate, before whose ardent
mind all difficulties vanish as the mist of morning
from the effulgence of a summer’s sun—He, before
whose g‘gantlc gentus, kings and kmgdoms crum-
bled into dust. But he has fallen! dark and dreary
is the might which has suwecded the br,lhanvv of
his day uf glory: Its light may dawn again. 'Tho’
his fall may have been ruin—he may rise In
vengeance. 'T'remble yc advocates of legitimacy
—do not glory in his destruction, or boast of your
mighty deeds. A combi:iation of Princes, Kings
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and Emperors, backed by thousands of their para-
sites, with the weaiih of almost the whole world at
commcmd have, after a bloody conflict, torn a hero
from the thronc and placed a pageant in his stead—
torn from a magnanimous people tie leader of their
choice and elevated a creature of their own to act
from the impulse which they give. Magnanimous
action! Hlustrious exploit! Oh! unhappy country.
Insulted, injured France, will you still submit—is
the spirit of freedom entirely extinct? Will you
not rise in all the might and majesty of an indig-
nant people and hurl this despot from the throne?
You have a Tarquin, whe.e is your Brutus? 'Will
posterity ask the reason of this combination—it was
to establish the cause of legitimacy. Is there a
freeman present whose blood does not boil at the
debasement of his fellow men—is there one who
does not laugh to scorn the idea of a natural, a le-
gitimate superiority of one individua’ to another?
It is too absurd to need comment.

Let us return from this digression, to the consi-
deration of our own country. Ushered into politi-
cal existence amidst tumult and confusion, she
became more firm from opposition, more power(ul
from her infantile struggles. At first the nations of
Europe might have been influenced by admiration
of the wonderful work that had been completed;
but they soon regarded us witih a jealous eye.- -
They saw a nation suddenly arise which threatened
to rival them in every Sranch of commerce and
agriculture. 'To Great Britain especially this was
., no agreeable consideration. She saw a people
whom she had affected to despisc, advancing with

B2
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r‘apid strides to power, wealth and distinction.—1I¢

vas too much to bear. She had not only been de-
pnved of her colonies, but those very colonies were
%Gummd an aspect, not only respectable, but per-
1Hans dan'CI‘OUS to her.  Her rulers determincd to
exert every art and strain every rerve in has rassing
our trade, limiiing our resources. and, if possible,
n rendermo us contempuble Too lono was this
borne—too_ long did the pacific mqpooltmn of our
Government submit. In vain w ould our fathers
have shed their dearest blood, if their descendants
had suffered their rights to be violated and their
privileges nfringed. ” The spirit of 'i6 was not
extinct—it still animated ihe sons of America.—
War was declared in 1812, And here a new scene
of American triumph and glory was exhibited to
the world. Is there any one who doubts the just-
icc of this war? I pomt to the dceks of the Chesa-
peake.—I point to her decks stained with blood of
freemen—oi dmerican freemen.—1I point to the
floating dungeons of Gacat Britain,  'There your
citizens, your brothers were immured—there did
they cften vield their lives in support of a cause
they hated; and I fcel the blush of mdienation
kindle on my check whilst I relate, that there, Ame-
ricans werc compelled to bend beneath the lash of
their oppressors, and in an agony of spirit exclaim
Ch my couni.‘vt‘mn, avenge my wWr 01.0'5' These
arc not haif our injuries; but to the mind of feeling
Laey are moie than sufficient.  T'he day y of party-
sgn.t has passcd by —TFar be it from my intention
i revive, for o clngle mstant, these distinctions:
whatever opir sy bave been entertained, 2 to
the propriety o. the wuar, we @il coneur in the sen.
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timent that it was a war of resplendent glory and
renown to the American name.

The cabinet of Great Britain affected to despise
the exertions of America. A partial success at the
commencement encouraged their presumption, and
they began to hint at unconditional submission.—
Unconditional submission—degrading, disgraceful
thought! sooner than have acquiesced, we would
have abandoned our homes, burnt our dwellings,
and retired to our mountains and fastnesses, those
natural strong holds of Laberty. But America
demonstrated, in the language of an eloquent fellow-
citizen, the superiority of the valor of freemen to
the tactics of slaves. Our land forces were repeat-
cdly distinguished for their valor and intrepidity.—

Novices in war, they possessed the firmness of vet-
crans.  York, Fort Meigs, Orleans, are =onu-

ments of their renown.  But why suect single
instances, when in every action, altl.o’ not always

victorious, our countrymen werc al ¥ays encircled
by a halo of glory.

From the crowd of heroes whose courage and
skill entitle them to rank high on the escutcheon of
fame, it is a delicate task to selcct individuals. Yet
who can contemplate the youthful Crogan with his
band, surrounded by cnemies ten times their num-
ber, ddcnduw the post entrusted to s care against
their combired ciforts—r elying alone on the resour-
ces of his mind, the firmness of his own heart and
of those he commanded.— Who can view the aged
Jackson, exerting all the energies and enthusiasm of
youth—animating kis trooPs and lcading them to
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triumph. 'Who can remember our beloved Pike
—who reflect how prodiga) he was of his life-blood
—who can regard him breathing his last sigh in a
noble and patriotic sentiment, and not delight to
dwell with rapture on their names; not exclaim
with proud feelings, these are my coutrymen. 'The
impetuous Scott, the intrepid Miller, the gallant
Appling and a host of others. are all equally con-
spicuous for their services. The lustre of these ser-
vices is perhaps dimmed by the splendor of our na-
val atchievements. We had been so long accus-
tomed to hear of the victories of the British Navy,
that many of cur best citizens felt a secret dread,
when our vessels left their ports. The boasted
mistress of the Seas, she < whose march was on
the mountain wave, whosec home was on the dcep”
was soon to encournter a rival, destined to tear from
her reluctant grasp, the trident of the Ocean.

“ See! See! the mystic Stripes unfurl'd
By Liberty’s inspiring breath,

Shall wave dellance to the world.
Inscribed with freedom, or with death.

The first victory was that of the gallant Hull:
with a degree of valor and skill which could be
equalled by nothing but his humanity and modesty,
he brought low the Cross of Albion—"The Star-
spangled Banncr floated in triumph. 'The Lion
was humbled—the Eagle soarcd sublime. Thuis
was but the dawn of meridian spleidor; a rapid
succession of victories, equally §-,]¢)IIOUS, ensued.
Jones, Decatur, Bainbridee, Perry and M<Don-
nough gave by their actions additioral testimony
of the fact, that the Brifish Navy isn ot invineihle,
As Carolinians. we mus! feel an additional pride,
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when we reflect on the intrepidity and kill which
characterized our fellow-citizens, M:Call, the Shu-
bricks and Tillinghast. They proved that they
were animated by a love of liberty, of glory and
their country. They proved that in the hour of
danger, the sons of Carolina were ready to devote
their lives in the service of the Repubiic.

Even our defeats were glorious. Porter sus-
tained for a length of time, an action against an
enemy of twice his force; and the unfortunate
Lawrence! Who does not admire his heroism?
Who does not mourn his melancholy end? When
mortally wounded, when the life-blood was ebbin
fast from his heart what was his conduct:
The glory of the Flag he defended was alone be-
fore lum His life was to him only a sccondary
consideration; but that thc puiity ol mbxeputdtlon
should be sulLed that the lustre of his country’s
fame should be ta".nbl.ed was agony beyond endu-
rance. Undcr these mchnos ie uttered that noble
exhortation to his crew, which has since been the
signal of victory. 1Ile ‘died surrounded by those
who were his encmies, but he died honored, res-
peeted and revered even by them. Peace to thy
ashes, gallant hero! your country exults in you,

and your memory is embalined by the tears of valor,
patriotism and beauty.

T'o have been more minute 11 the consideration
of this war, would have been vunnecessary. Ac-
tions so recent and so g'orious mus; still be fresh
inthe memory of all who hear me.
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Goaded by {he injuries of Britain, we entered
into the war. Experience has proved that our un-
willingness to do so, did not arise from inability to
chastise our enemies. Qur Government had no
private ambition to gratify. 'I'hey were only anx-
1ous to preserve unsullied the nationai character,
and although glory attended our arms and victory
perched on our banners and beckoned us to deeds
of renewn, we cheerfully acquiesced in an hono-
rable reconciliation. Peace now spreads her guar-
dian wings o'er our country and they who were our
enemies are now our friends. 'The sentiment of
our political fathers, « that we hold them as we hold
all others, enemiesin War, in Peace friends,” should
be firmly engraved on our hearts.

The light of freedom has dawned in the South.
The spirit of ’76 is among them. Breast to breast,
arm to arm, they urge the mortal strife. Every
sinew is strained. They struggle for liberty or
honorable death. Oh! fora Walilace, a Koscius-
ko! to anmimate them in the fight. Oh! for a
Washington to lead them in the field and instruct
themin the cabinet. 'They must—they will be frec.
How delightful to anticipate the meridian splendor
of the sun of freedom; when the gloom of des-
potism shall have been dissipated by his genial rays,
How delightful, my Countrymen, to hail themas
our brothers, and join insongs of triumph for ty-
ranny o'erthrown  May the God of batiles grant
them the victory! NMuy they be fiee and virtuous,
and they must be happy.

With what ranture must the American patriot
reflect on the brilliancy of our carveer, and antici-
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pate the future destinies of our country. Yes,
America shall reach a height beyond the ken of
mortals, Formed by a beneficent creator to be the
world's « last treasure and best hope,” he has ex-
tended it in every clime, and afforded it every natu-
ral advantage for composing a great and mighty
people. It abounds with luxuriant plains, filled
with the spontaneous productions of the earth,
groaning under the weight of majestic trees, intended
to form a barrier aroun:d us and protect us from the
envy or hatred of the world. DBroad, mighty and
navigable rivers interscct the country, on whose
placid bosoms the riches of the interior float to the
c<caboard. TFormed for the land of freedom, he
has afforded us mountains and fastresses as an asy-
lum in the hour of adversity. Destined for the,land
of happiness, he has decorated it with all that is
delightful to the sight, and endowed it with all that
15 beneficial toman.  With all these natural advan-
tages, he has peopled her with men of firmness,
enterprise and patriotism. Here shall be seen states-
nen, and warriors, and patriots, surpassing the
rest of the world in disinterestedness, courage and
virtue. Here shall Poetry ascend the sublimest,
highest heaven of invention; and her sisters Paint-
ing and Sculpture equal, nay, surpass all that
Greece, all that Rome c’er boasted.  Here, will
an admiring world exclaim, is the land of « FrREE-
POoM, ArTs and ArRMS.”

Is there one among you, Fellow-Soldicrs, who
docs not feel his heart dilate with proud emotions
on the recurrence of this day—who does not, as
he contemplates the deeds of our ancestors, instine-

O
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tively grasp his arms, and long to have lived in that
age of heroes? Who does not writhe with anguish
when he hears of the wrongs the y suffered 7 Who
does not triumph when he reflects how completely,
how nobly these wrongs have been redressed ? No,
therc cannot. be ! these are the sentiments of re-
publican soldiers—These are sentiments we should
delight to cherish: For when the return of this
day shall cease to be hailed with enthusiastic rap-
turc—then may we tremble {or the safety—the glo-
ry of our country. We may anticipate the rapid
fall. of our independence and happiness. When
sucha day 1s hailed with cold and morbid feelimgs,
the minds of the people must be enervated—their
moral faculties debased—their love of freedom de-
generagted. Virtue and patriotisin are the founda.
tions of republican governments. Without them,
victories may dazzle, wealth may glisten—but -
berty is no more.

It 1s your boast to be the soldiers of irecdom.
Honorable, enviable dictinetisi' YWhen the toe-
sin of war shall sound, you will «cek the field of
battle with animated feelings.  You will not be
dragged from your families tg aratify the ambition
of u despol—you will arm in the cause of liberty—
you will fight for all that is dear to man—you will
riaise the arm of veageance, in defence of your
homes—vour wives—your children—your parents,
Paisicd be the coward’s arm, who would shrink
from the foe, when danger threatens his libert y or
his native land.

Y ou compose a species of troops peculiarly A-
neriean,  They were first orzanized in this coun-
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try, and have been repeatedly distinguished for
their services. During the revolutionary struggle,
the gallant Morgan, with his sharp shooters, spread
terror in his path; and in our lust contest, Forsythe
and Appling demonstrated how much the enemies
of ficedom should dread the valor and skill of A-
merican Riflemen. It has not been your fortun
to encounter the cnemies of your country. When-
ever it is, I am confident, from your alacrity, in
obeying every order, from your attention to disci-
pline, and your emulation to excel—from the confi-
dence you repose in your officers, and from your
love of country, that you will not disgrace the
name you bear—and that you will always be ready
to shed the last drop of your blood in defence of
VREEDOM axp AMERICA.




