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MEMORIAL OF INDEPENDENCE.

EXUDUS X1V, 14....3nd this day shall be unlo you for a memorial.

}IIS'I‘()!{Y can furnish no parallel to those remarka-
tle changes by which the Jews zre distinguished irom
all other nations.  Through every age, and through a
great varieiy of Lll(lll'htdul es, {rom the cail of Abraham
iheir venerable father. down to the present hour, they
have been, and stili are, a peculiar pecple. By an as-
tonishing train of events, when ye: but few i number,
they were brought into Egypt.  Joseph, one of their pa-
triarchs, through divine wisdom, had been iustrumental
in saving that km"‘dum from the calamities of fanine,
pwbabh from utter destruction. During the hife of Jo-
seph, he was honored as the saviour of the kingdony
and his bretlren were respected on his account.  But
aiter bis death, “there arose up 2 new king who knew
not Joseph,” and who, disrezarding the ciaims of gra-
titude and honoar, subjects ithe Hebrews to the most
cruel and degrading sevvitude.  They are deprived
of their hhemc 'S, loth civil and relizious.  Thelr com-
plaints only iend to exasperate their uutcdmg oppressors
to greater acts of cruelty.  In the mean time [.vine
Providence Las purposes to answer by them which re-
quire them io be placed i different circumstances; which
require them to enjoy the privileges of an independent
nation.  Moses i1s raised up and gnalified to be their de-
Liverer, their guide and their law-giver  He 1s sent to
euconrage lits hrethren with assurances that the Lord
God of their fathers had heavd their cries and witnessed
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their sorrows, and was determined to “bring them out of
the affliction of Egypt, into a land flowing with milk and
boney.” He is commissioned also to reguest of Pharaok
the liberty of thiis people, and to delare, in the name of
Jenovan, what wouald be the certain consequence of a
refusal.  But Pharaoh scornfully replies, who is the
Lord, that 1 should obey his voice to let Israel go? 1
gnow not the Lord; neither will 1 let Israel w07 The
divine threatening is verified.  Plague after plague,
judgment after judgment is sent.  Tlis resolution is some-
times shaken, and he appears to relent.  But deep-
rooted avarice, pride and ambition, are not easily sub-
dued. 'The judgment is no sooner removed than s
momentary fenrs are forgotten, bis heart i1s hardened,
and he refuses to let the people co. At length the day
of their deliverance artives. The ancel of death 1lies
through the land of Egypt, and the first horn of every
family, from the king on his throne to the captive in the
dungeon. falls a vic tlm to his sword! The haughty mo-
n uch. though not humbled in genuine repentance, Is el.
fectuallv teuiﬁe(l and unites with the mass of his sub-
_]e(,tq In urging the Hebrews to depart.  Thus ended the
rigors of b_yptmn bondage; and thus commenced the
existence of the Jews as a distinct nation, governed by
laws and enjoving privileces hoth civil an i v ligious,
peculiar to themselves.  The change was too remarka.
Ble to be soon forgotten. "'The Lord God of their fathers,
by the most sig nal display of divine power, had 1ater-
pused in their bolmlf and brought them out “withi an high
hand and with an out-stretehied arm.”  The day on
which their deliverance was effected. by the command of
Heaven, was to be unto them for a memorial.  In each
revolving vear the veturn of this day was calenlated to
remind them of their former servitude, and of the obii-
gations under which they were to worship that God who
had “brought them ot of the Tand of Kazypty, and out of
the house of hondage.”  Nor was the day to he distin-
guishied frow others by [rivolons mevcigieny or scenes of
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dissipation. A solemn religious ordinance, called the
pussvver, commemorative ol their preservation, when the
first born of Kgypt were slain, and of othier circumstances
connected with their deliverance, was now instituted,
which they were to observe on this day ‘as a feast to
the Lord, throughout their generations.”  The father
was commanded to explain the design of this ordinance
to his son, saying, *this is done because of that which
the Lord did unto me, w hen 1 came forth cut of Kgypt.”

The annual return of this day, and the celebration of

this orilinance were calculated to perpetuate the know-
ledze of those events which attended the birth of the
Jesvish nationy and the recollection of these things was
calculated to ensure their perseverance in the service of
that God who was their support and defence.

From this passage, sanctioned by the highest authori-
tv, we learn that nations not only may, but sught to per-
petnate the knowledge and cherish the recollection of
those great events which matu'mlly ifluence their char-
acter and prosperity. That day, in particular, which gives

themn a political existence, rescues them from a state of |

dependence and oppression, restores to thiem the enjoy-

ment o liberty, and elevates them to the rank of free and

mdependent nations—this day ought to be to them for a

memorial.  Such, to these Umited States, is the fourth
cay of July. Lt is their bith day. Previous to this, in
1776, they were colonies, dependentonthe government of
England for some of those privileges most esseniial to
the happiness and prosperity of a na‘ien.  In many im-
portant cnses that government claimed the power of le-
gisliting for these states: and liad this heen exercised
with a dae regard to the interests of these colonies, the
relalion mw;ht have continueds; at least it would not so
soon have been discolved.  int this power was abused
and perverted te purposes of oppressien. Principles
wepe a«wnnw‘ whichi awakened the suspicions and alarm-

ed the fears o the intabifants of these siates. Complaints |
and remonsivances were ofdereds but in vain. T'he obnox- |

¢
%
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_ious principles were still avowed. Petitions, expressed
m tl:e most respectful terms, proved unsuccessful. Pre-
‘parations were making to carry into exccution by force
those laws to which the honour and safety of the subjects
forbade them to submit. Their fears and complaints arosé
{mot so much from the greivances yet felt, as from the as-
isumption of those prmuples from whu,h, if once admitted,
‘might result consequences much more deplorable and
 |more intolerable. I'he first encroachments were cautious-
‘ ly and gradually made. Yet the Americans, jealous of
\ itheir liberties, saw in these encroachments the formation
lof fetters which would chain them as vassals to thie throne.
{ 'That proper measures might be adopted in this moment-
| lous crisis, representatives were elected who met in gener-
'al congress, and to whose collected wisdom the 1nterests
‘'of these colonies were committed. "The question for their
decision was, not whether the present grievances were
| intolerable, but whether they should tamely submit to
X ,,these encroachments, and permit some of their dearest
§ rights and invaluable privileges to be wrested from them
, 3-—-—01‘, attempt the defence and security of these rights by
§ an appeal to arms. After mature deliberation, : ')])Bdllﬂ"‘
Mo the great Arbiter of nations for the justice of their
;‘ause and the rectitude of their inte ntmns, consclous of
it their responsibility for the interests of posterity and of
Athis rising empire, deeply regretting the necessity of the
Yrase, our l‘Ppl‘PSBntdthGS decided on the latter—they did
appeal to arms. Their views, however, extend-
| pd no further than to obtain a redress of grievances,
security for their rvights in future, and then to return to
{h' cheerful (hsdm'oe of the duties of subjects. But God,
n his wisdom, had other views and other plans to be ac-
omplished; and nis purpose shall stand.  Influenced by
arious reasons sugzested by passing events, and by re-
rd to the prosperity anil happiness of their constitu-
nts and of unborn millions, the fathers of Awmerican
berty, solemnly declared, that these were free and 1n:!e-
endent stuies! 'This declaration dissolved the velation,
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formerly snstained to the government of Fneland, This
was making a decided stand; tiits was passing the Ru-
bicon. This changed the character of the contest in
which they were ¢; w«wed They no longer contended for
the rigiits of sahjec (s and of colonies, but for the blessings

ol muepem!vnw for the liberties of {reemen.  The Lmd ’

of hosts was oun our sides the cause of liberty prevailed;

the contest was 511(‘00;9:{:11; the American Kagle perched

m trinmph over the British Lion: tihe stripes and stars

pr oclaimed throughout the commercial world, that a new

smpire, founded on the primciples of virtue an(l religion,
had started in its magnificent course.  T'he banner of
freedom still floats in the breeze. Liberty is still the
birth-right of American citizens. "L'hrongh the kind pro-
vidence of God,we are assembled on the thirty-ninth anni-
versary of mdependenw. 'T'his day shall be unto us for
amemorial. Letit remind us of the interposition of di-
vine providence in our behalf—of the value of indepen-
dence—and of the sentiments we should cherish, and the
exeriions we should make for the preservation of these
Liec«an

* gst. Let this day be to us for @ memorial of the many

signal instances in which the good providence of God, B
if not wir acutously, yet manifestly interposed in favor of '

*ize American cause. Let us reject, with a virtuous in- |

rdignation, the eold, the dark, and atheistical opinion that
the Supreme Bemﬂ" has no agency In accomplishing
those chanzes w hich diversify the state and character of
nations and of individuals. TLet ue cherish the devont
sentiment, so well calculated to excite in our minds
the most pleasing and grateful emotions, that an all-wise
God has notexcluded the world from his paternal regards
that he still regulates the events of our life, and directs

and maodifies the more extensive revolutions of states and
empires. Infinenced hy these sentiments we may receive
areater pleasure than we otherwise could from reviewing
the history of the revolutionary contesi: heeause we will
thus he enabled to perceive, and disposed to ackvowledge




‘ the hand of (iod in conducting that contest to a gloriens
. and happy issue.

““The heart of kings,”” and bv consequence, the heart
of rulers, “is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of
water; he turneth it whithersoever he will.” A more
atrlkm" instance of this can scarcely be found than in

the government of England. God, in his sovereign plea-
sure, was pleased to Lide from the British cabinet a cor-
rect knowledze of the true state and dispositions of the
American people. 'They were left to legislate in the
dark. Their most important decisions were formed under
the influence of iznorance, prejudice and resentment. Of
Yourse their measures produced the contrary effect from
iwhat was intended; they hastened on that Lhan'?e w hich
they were designed to prevent. Their counsel. like that

f Ahitophel, was turned into foolishness. Had they
sent an army, at the first onset, as numerous and as pow-
prful as they afterwards did, they migit, 1 all human
tpmbalnhtv have crushed the cause of our independence
jn the bud. Dismayed by an aviny so numerouns and
.ormidable, the Americans might have despaired of
guccess from any exertions they could make in their
weak and unprepared staie. Insiead of this, hewever they
aent a force which, though not to be despised was not so
verwhelming as to disc ourage the firiends of liberty
rom acting in their own (lcfvnce. And when a more
sumerons army appeared, the Americans had, from expe-
dence, acquired greater knowledge of the military  ar,
wvere more numerous, better supplied with munitions of
war, and above all, had found that even British veterans
.ould be driven from the field. Thus they had time to
ollect their strength, eained greaier confidence in them-
Ives, and finally tnumv)hed over their enemies.

Ha(l the British mmv-t!\ parsued measnres caleulated

conciliate the affections of the American peopie, this
untry wanld not probably, at that time. have veparated
om the parent state.  But instead ol this the mimstry

home, the commanders and officers in this  country,
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em to have been aimated wilh a spirit o maplacabio
rancor, mingled with contempt towards the Americans.
They were considered and treated as factious, sedilious
and turbulent rebels, incipable of beinz influenced by
mildness and respect; whose discontent and freward spirtt
deserved to be subdued by severity. Measures better
calculated to produce the effect which finally ensued,
could scarcely have been devised. This treatment alienat-
ed the hearts of the Americans still more from the gov-
ernment of Kngland; left them nothing to expect, in case
they were conquered, but unlimiied submission; uniled
them more closely in the cause of liberty; and confirmed
them in the resolution that the sword, first drawn in de-
fence of colonial rizhts, should never be sheathed ti:l in-
dependence was secared.  Thus the measires of the
British cabinet recoiled on their own heads: “for the
Lord disappointeth the devices of the craity, so that
their hands cannot perform their enterprise. He taketh
the wise in their own craftiness; and the counsel of the
froward 1s carried headlong

It may also be ascribed to Divine Providence that
these states were not lost in the vortex of anarchy. A
total and radical change in government, either civil or
religious, is hardly cver eﬁectul without some disastrous
consequences.  When men ave freed from the restraints
of a government which they dislike, they are too apt to
rush mto the opposiie extreme. DBut in this instance,
when the operation of the old government ceased, in-
stead of disorder and confusion, harmony and union pre-
vailed.  The states, individually, framed constitutions
for themselves, and all became united in one general
covernment. 'LThus the expectations of their enemies
were again disappointed.  He who says, with effect, to
the waves and the tempest, ““peace, be stilly”’ either pre-
vents or composes such national commotions as are in-
consistent with the plans of Lis wisdom.

We are also very much indebted to Divine Provi.

dence for ralsing np a commander in chief of the Amer.
I




10

ican armies, so eminently qualified for the arduous task.
Here the naws of Wasuingrox will occur to every
mind. We are inivimed that in his youil he felt 2 pre-
deliction for a sea-faring hfe, and had even obtained a
commission as mldshlpman in the British navy. Had
this intention been realized his habits of life would have
been entirely different from what they were; America
would have lost his active and useful services, and per-
haps he would have ranked among the enemies of that
cause which he afterwards defended. 'The persuasions
of an affectionate mother induced him to relinquish the
plan.—Little did tkat venerable matron think
that the cause of American independence was, in
all human probability, suspended on the strencih and
tenderness of her maternal affeciion! And as jittle did
that noble youth himself know that in obeying the wishes
of his mother, he was taking a step so important to bis
own glory, and the salvation of his country! Yet such
were the designs of JeHovAH. He intended that Ame-
rica should be free; and as one link in the chain of
events on which that freedom was suspended, the mother
refuses to part with her son, and the son is dispesed to
filial ohedience

Filial obedience will, sooner or later, meet its reward.
It is agreeable to the will of God, most grateful to the
heart of parenis and friends, and generally leads to pros-
perity and usefulness in life. 1t indicates a generous
sensibility of heart, a sweetness and docility of temper
which will not fail to conciliate the good affections of all
who observe it; and which are most important ingredients
in all true and lasting friendships. On the other hand,
those froward, ungracious youths. who disobey their
parents and friends, incur the displeasure of God, and
prove themselves deficient in those gualities of the heart
which are cssential in friendship.  Who would expect
to find an agreeable companion, an afiectionate husband
or wife, in that young person who treats parental author-
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y and tenderness with rude neglect, with headstrotg
and wanton disobedience? Those w ho make the experl-
ment will probably testify, in the bitterness of their soul,
that the expectation was vain. On your account, belov cd
children and ycung people, this short dl"lesswn is made.
Your parents and friends will readily pardon it, if they
find vou disposed to meet their wishes with kind and res-
pectful attention.

Washington soon took an active part in the service of
his native colony. When David encountered the lion
and the bear, he had nothing iz view hut to rescue one
of the lambs of his flock. But afterwards, by reflecting
on this circamstance, he was inspired with courage to
meet even Goliah; and thus saved his brethren from bon-
dage and disgrace.  When Washington embarked in
military enterprises he had nothing in view but the de-
fence of his fellow-citizens from rapine and murder.—
The prospect of independence had not yet dawned on
his mind.  Yet in those perilous expeditions he acquired
that knowledge and those habits which turned the eyes
of Awmerica to him as her commander in chief, and
raised his character, in well-earned renown, ahove the
kings of this earth. It can be no disparagement of
others, with whom he acted in concert, either in the coun-
eil or in the field, to say that Washington was endowed,
by Providence, with those characteristic qualities which
the exigencies of this country demanded.

Many other striking instances of the interposition of
Divine Prov idence, are, no doubt, within the recollection
of many still living, and will meet the eye of all who
read, with attention, the bhistory of the revolution; all
w hich are calculated to produce the pleasing conviction
that, in the counsels of infinite w 19(]0m, it was determined
that these United States should enjoy the blessings of
independence.  Let us annually enliven this conviction,
by spending a part of this memorable day in the exercises
of public devotion. "T'his will appear still more reason-

_able when we recollect,




2d. 'LVke val:e of that independence, of which this day
onzht to be to us for a memorial. Under the colonial
TOV vernment these siates were all dependent on the crown
of Eungland, some in a greater and some in a less de-
sree. T hlS rendered 1t difficult and tedious, in many
~ases, to procure the passage of a law; and still more so
to obtain an amendment or repeal of such as were found
titconvenient or oppressive.  Qur invaluable privilege is,
that we possess the power of framing our own laws.—
'I'he knowledgze of the greatest statesmen being limited,
they may sometimes, with the best intentions, cnact laws
which will dis sappoint their expectations and their
wishes.  These laws, when reduced to practice, may
produce effects which were not intended. Circumstances
either unknown, or not duly considered, may reusder it
very desirable, or perliaps necessary for the public gvod,
that they should be repealed or amended. 1t is therefore
an invaluable blessing that we hold in our own hands
the power of redress; that we are noi subjected to the
tedious and often humiliating process of petitioning a
monarch so remote from us as to have but a very imper-
fect knowledge of, and perhaps still less regard for our
sufferings. Gur petitions are sent to those w who are not
bevond the reach of our control. At certain and stated
pe riods the business of legislation, at least indirectly,
devolves upon us.  No law, therefore, found by expe-
rience to be incoovenient or oppressive, can long continue
in these states, unless a majority of the people are actu-
ally deluded to their own mterest. By changing the
men, they may secure a change of measures. How dif-
ferent is this from our former condition. Formerly, if
onr petitions were bavely read, though immediately af-
terwards cast under the table, it was considered, by those
to whom they were addressed, as a mark of condescension
and favor.  Still greater 1s the difference between us
and the subjects of those unfeeling tyrants on whom pe-
tiioirs and complaints have no other efiect than to furnish
Hem with a pretended excuse for greater injustice and
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cruelty. When we intimate to our rulers that their
measures are oppressive, and that a change is requisite,
mstead of trembling for our lives, we may use the plain,
though dignified ldu"‘ua"'e of frwmcn, and tell them. if
they lt‘fUSL to alter, al uo distant period we will dispense
with their services, and repose our confidence in others,
W hose views and feelings are more congenial with our
OW .

This power has been exercised in various stances.
The articles of cenfederation were soon found, after
peace, to be inadequate to answer the purposes of a ge-
neral government.  'To remedy these defects, the federal
constitution was framed and adopted. Even this, ac-
cording to its own provisions, has received varlous
amendmenis. Cases soon occurred fer shich no suffi-
cient provision was made. 'Lhe legislaiures of the dif-
ierent states and of the union, are annually altering their
laws, with the professed design of bringing them nearer
to perfection, of belier securing the rights of the citizen,
and of giving them a greater cudenu ‘to promote the hap-
piness of sometv

Another invaiuable blessing we enjoy is religious Li-
bertn. ‘The constitution of the United States pwudes
against making any law respecting an establishment of
1c|w‘mn. or pmlulnuno‘ the free exercise of it. And in the

constitutions of the respeciive stales, religious liberty is a
fundamental principle. Every persor is at liberty to fol-
lew the decisione of their own mind, and ic worship God
in that form which they eem best calculated to promote
their religious improvement,provided they do not infringe
the rights of others.

Religion, from its very nature, must he a matter of
choice. It implies the knowledge and belief of divine
truth, together with those aﬁectlons and that conduct
which are the neceseary consequences of this helief.—
These are effects which cannot result from compulsion.
T'he conduct may be controled; but no tortures ever yet
mvented, can convey the knowledge of sacred truth mmto
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the mind, or awaken devout affections in the heart. Yet
such have been the absurd altempts of intolerant bigotry.
Yosu differ from me respecting some religious doctrine
or some form of worship; for your goed 1 wish you to
embrace my own opinions on these subjects. But how
1s this to be effected? T'he only natural or even possible
way is, by a lucid statement of truth; by addressing
vour understanding with argument.  But instead of
this, I present to your view the buuun"' stake, address
vour nerves with engines of torture. fa1l {o convince
\our_]ndf'mcnt but 1 pOSSess power; I can dislocale
your joints, break your bones, and with protracted
agonies, destroy the life of your hody for the salvation
of)om soul! Surely a more malignant fiend never rose
from the bottomless pit or blackened the human charac-
ter, than that spirit which can exult in the pangs of tire
dying martyr, or secretly carse those blessed hopes and
that divine power which raise him in tricmph zhove the
pains and the fears of death! Blessed be God, no created
power, though driven by the most implacable and fu-
rious passions, can divest the mind of its religlous know-
ledze, or the heart of its ptous affections! vet the chris-
tian may be debarred from the sources of further infor-
mation, prevented from a proper attendance on external
means, and embarrassed 1n his religious progress,
by various ill-natured and vexatious restraints. Krom
all such embarrassments and persecutions and deaths,
throngh the merciful pro v'dul' ¢ of God, we are happily
free.

Such are eur privileges, that 1f our laws are at any
time found nconvenient or oppressive, we hold the rem-
edy in our own hands: if we refuse to apply it,ina consti-
tutional, that 1s, a proper way, we then becomc the au-
thors of our own grievances. If we are not a religions
people, it must be ascribed io a want of mclmatmn, to
some inveterate opposition of heart to tlie exercices of

vital piety.  All exter nal restraints ave removed.  There
SILPIUN ' us from the sanciy.
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ary of God, or from the exercise of pravets and family
idevotion. \q it regards religicus hiberty, severy maan
may it under his own vine aned under his own lic-tree,
and none shall make bim aleaid.”  3May God. i his
providence, continue this a land of freedom till sun and
moon siall be no more.

These are privileges not only veuchsafed to us for our
enjoyment, but also entrusied to our care for thewr pre-
servation.  'Therciore,

Let this day be to us for a memorial of that anxiety
we should chierish, and of those exertions we should
make, that these blessings may be transmitted, unim-
paired, as an invaluable ! tegacy, to future generations.—
i this day deserves o be (hstmgmshed lmm others, 1t
certainiy deserves a mere honorabie mark of distinction
than that festivity which too often verses to excess. It
ought to render more vivid the recoilection of those events
to which it relates, and to which it naturally tnrns the
reflecting mind.  Such is the nature of memeory that ils
faithful replesentwons will, in some dezree, affect the
mind in the same manner as the events thus remembered
would do, or formerly have done. 'i e design of me-
morials Is to aid the memory 1n retaining its impressiois.
Let us then forget the current of passing events; let us
=0 back to the period of seventy siv: let us surround
ourscives with the scenes oi the rcvu'iution, whenr our
liberties were suspended on the issue or a contest with
one of the most powerful nations of Europe.  To mzmy
vet living, whe shared i the toils and dangers of that
pelmd this will be Iterally a work of memory; they
need only revive the recollection of what ihey have for-
merly experienced.  We who have advanced on the
stage too late to share in those labours, can only revive
the impressions made by the narrative of our fathers,
and by the page of history. To us the exercise of the
imagination must be a substitute for experience and ob-
servation.

In redlecting on that pericd our attention is forcihly a
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rested by that noble disinterestedness which character-
ized the friends of independence.  This we learn, not
from noisy and pompous professions; but from actions,
and sufferings. Those indeed who deserve most confi-
dence 1n the hour of peril, are not the most prolifick in
professions. T'his was a crisis that demanded the most
prompt and strenuous exertions; and these demands
were answered by the patrons of American liberty.
They relinquished the pursuits, and severed them-
selves from the comforts and endearments of domestic
life for the toils and privations and hazards of war. 1ni-
pelled by motives truly magnanimous, they sacrificed
their personal interest and convenience for the public
good. 'T'he greatest reward they anticipated was the
blessings of freedom to themselves and their posterity.
"f'rue, there may have been some, there may have heen
many, whe, under the mask of friendship to the Amer-
1ean cause, were actuated solely by SOI’dld motives; per-
sonal advantage was their object. 'T'he public good only
furnished a pretence under which they could more suc-
cessfully gratify their selfish desires. Such, however,
deserve to be excluded from the friends of mmdependence.

From characters radically different from these we learn
‘hat noble disinterestedness swhich 1s worthy of our
rrateful remembrance and our imitation.  T'o sufferings
ind exertions, flowing from patriotism the most pure
d practical, we are indebted for the blessings we this
lay enjoy. 'To preserve and perpetnate these blessings,
et us cherish the same elevated sentiments, vield to the
ame generous motives which marked the pcuud of the
ev nlutlon.

Againg let this day remind us of that hanaony and
nion which generally prevailed during the revolution-
ry contest. We see those who embarked in the cause,
axious to discover the best measures for obtaining their
object. In deliberating on these subjects there was
often a difference of opinion; but this difference was po!
permiited to rouse the feelings of personal resentmen:
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No sarcastic allusion or keen retovt, better calenlated to
wonmd the feelinzs of an opponent than to enlishten the
mind, was suilered to minzle with their discusstons.
oot that diff-rence of opinion which then existed. and
my alwavs be expected on measures of pubhic uiity,
been nevinitied to ievitate the feelings, and form pelitical
parties, hostile to each others the one opposing. of ceurse,
every measdare proposed by the other; attacking each
other with opprobrious and abusive lanzuage; more
pleased with an opportunity of exposing the [aults than
of acknowledzing the virtues of each other; harbouring
the most anfriendly jealonsies respecting each other’s
motives and iatenticns; unwillin g to promote even the
public interest except by measures which originated with
themselves—these states might vet have been colonies
of Great Britain.  »Such animosity andd  discord would
have proved fatal to the canse of liberty.  'This every
person will readily perceive and acknowledge.  1f then
we are indebted to the happy influence of harmony and
union for the enjoyment of our liberties, let us cherish
the same spirit as necessary to the preservation of tiese
Liberties.  Liet this day recal to our remembrance the
forbearance and moderation of our predecessors fowards
each other when they differed in opinion respecting pub-
lic measures.  Let this rememirance smooth those as-
perities anid soften those animasitics of temper which
have unfortunately grown out of a difference of opinion
on political subjects.  Let our zeal for the public good
be tempered wita the ““ineekness of wisdom.”

In sowme other governments ail that is expected from
the people is immicit obedience to the mandates of a sin-
ele chief. I such cases, where the people have no in-
fi:ience, etther divectly or tndirvectly, in framing the laws,
their animosities can hiave but little effect on the govern.
ment.  With us, however, it is very different.  If. in the
ai-cussion of political snhjects, we suffer onr minds to he
inflamed with passion, this passion, instead of the soler
dictares of reason, the calin deliberations of wisdom,
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will be infused nto the laws of our country, and wili
operate to the prejudice of social order and happiness
through every department and section of the govermmnent.
Some other governments ave like a machine which pro-
duces its effect by the force of one single sprinz: ours 18
like & machiiie whese recular and suceessful movements
depend on the concurrent actions of ten thousand springs,
some more and soime less qmportant.  If these springs
siioald spend their feree agatnst each othier, every person
may foretell the consequence.

We live nuder a government of onr choice.  As a po-
litical societx, we are not heid together by the fetters of
despotism, but by « love of liberty. Our obedience, there-
fore, ought to be cheerlul, not constiained; fumm;; fromn
love to our laws, nat frem {ear of their penalties. Fear is
a sentiment by which the vassals of tvianny are kept in
subjugation: love and respes t for the lass are the generous
principles hv which tie subjects of a {rec "'mcmment
are iniluenced. When obedience 1s extored b} compad
sicn. there is, i the same proportion, either a degree of
tvranny infused mic the covernment; or a snirit of anar-
ciy prevailing among the pesple—agzainst hoth of which
we ouzht mi § caatiously to guard: for hoth are danger-
O1s, and even incesistent with tie prosperiiy and pre-
scrvation of a Bepublic. In neither case can our obe-
dience flow {ram love and respect for the laws: and of
course, we nave cither loxt a porien of our hiberty, or we
have ceased to be ilie genuine frieads of that hhm(\.
In the one case the power vested in cur ritlers 1s pervert-
ed to purposes of oppressions in e othier, the blessings
of freedom are perverted info licentionsuess. May not
the degree of liberty we now erjoy. and the probability
of its confinuance to {unre generations, he salely ascer-
tained by the degree of coercion, new found necessary,
w secure ohedience to our laws?  But lest it should be
t:onght these remarks are verging to volitical controver-
sy, in which we have neiiher the graliications nor incli-
nation to engage, we will retive witnin more contracted
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biiits, and take zround. which, we trust, is perfectly se-
cure irom such &'u-;pi( 1015,

By thie Jaws of tiis state, profirne swearong, Sabbath-
breaicing, drunkenness and gemiling. ave c\pnessl) pro:
hibited. Lot us apply the general remaris above stated
to these particular cases, “Are these laws tyrannical,
unjust or oppressiver Iithey are, why then ave they suf
fered to continne® Wiy is not the le: aslainre p("ltumul
to repeal them? No such patition s ever been forward-
ed. "Fhis is prool safiicient that tizey are not consider-
ed nconsistent, to say the least, with rational liberty.
Then it will foll.w iliat atl who are mbitually violating
these laws, or who are only vestrained by fear ufpumsh-
ment, wre not friends to the likertics of ihe state. The 1i-f<t
tv to winich they are friendly ts licenfinusness; 1 1s anar-
chy. Such persons, although they live under an organ.
ized government, yet refuse 1o be coverned by its liows.
They follow their own passions, inclinations and appe-
tltes. Thas they have, in these cases, mtroduced the ve-
ry.essence of anarchy. 'This 1s a state where there are
no laws; where ever one follows his own inclination as
the rule of conduct. Kxtremes, it is said, will sometimes
meet. These friends of licentiousness and anarchy, and
the tyrannical despot, are governed by the very same
principles. The tyrant governs himself, and the miserable
victims of his power, according to his own inclination;
the others govern themselves by ihe same rule. Both are
alike pursuing the gratification of their own passious, re.
oardless of the happiness of those with whom they are
connected.  Those who are thus licentious i practice,
habttually rejecting the coutrol of salutary laws, wonld,
in all probabiiity, be tyranis in power. It is difficult to
concetve how the heart in which the spirits of anarchy
and despotism are both combined, can feei a genuine
{riendship for the liberties of this country. Such may al-
lege in their defence, they mean no harmj; that it is not
thetr intention to injure any person. But what tyrant could
not offer the same plea in justification of his conductz—
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He will not acknowledge it is hisintention teincrease the
degree of human misery. He only intends to secure and
support his own authority; but misery is the necessary
consequence of the measures he adopts for this purpose.
So in the present instance; the profane swearer, the
Sabhath breaker, the drunkard, and the zamiler, what-
ever iheir intentions may be, are actually doing an es-
sential injury to society. 'They are uot ‘found in arms
azainst the zovernment: but they are found divested of
those priac 1plt s and sentiments, csscatial to the friends
of liberty; they are governed by the spirit of anarchy and
d(‘[)()tlsm, which tnev are mfusm-" into all others within
the sphere of their influence.

't o vivlale the precepts of the zospel, on any day, is
criminal; but still more so on the Lord’s day—a day in-
tended to support and perpetuate the pllﬂ(.lpleb of the
ciiristian system, and which ought to be spent in religious
exercises. Do the indalgen -e of these licentious passions,
is at any tiune, injurious to the cause of iiberty; but still
more so on this day—a day which ongit to rekindle in
our hosoms the purest love and respect for our laws.—
And if the transgressor of the divine law, should parti-
cularly select the holy sabbath for this purpose, would
this not be fronting his wickedness with audacity? So
if this day, the memmml of our independence, should
be distinguished from all others by greater licentiousness,
can the practice, in this case, be complimented with sof-
ter terms, than in the other?

Ifa im'ol N oenemy was to invade our coun! Ity w ith the
pmh‘ssed desizn of dishonouring our legislature, of des-
troving tiie influence of our ldws, of doing an iujury to
our governmeni, tn no respect greater than what results
from these practices, we wuu.d meet that enemy at the
shore, and point him to the tosh of a Ross, of a Gibbs
and of a Packenliam, to learn the reception ke might ex-
pect. And woild we defend our government from the
solence of an invading fee, that we mizht have tle
cruel ana unnawral picasure of gradually destroying it
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ourselves?  Shall we pern:it ﬂlll' own unbridled appe-
tites and passions to do that v Yach the lessons taught on
the plains of Plattsburg, of Baltimore, aud of i\vw Or-
leans. ought to deter a foreizn enemy fmm attempting?

Vhat such practices abound awong us, is a melancholy
fact. Let those who are esgaged in them shun the pre-
sence of a revelutionary snl(hu lest Liis ~cars should re-
n:iiid them of the price of th at liberty which they are
aradvally undermining: Jet them (:wt.m.sl) av oid the
tomb of those Ametican heroes who fell in battle, lest
from its deep recesses a voice should expostulate with
them: let them shudder—let them 1nstantly reform. lest
the illustrions shade of Washingzton, disturbed by their
base ingratitude, should meet them with his paternal re-
proac hes!  Or. il th ey can see, With indifierence, the

vouchers for the pice of lmcus. furnished by the sol-
dier; 1 they can pass, unapp alled, by the tomb of the
heroes if they can hazard, without dlsmay, the reproaches
of Washington’s spirit; if they refuse to reform, then let
them shun the light of this day! Apnually, at its ap-
proach, let them hide in some dark cavern of the earth,
till it 1s past. Let them not mingle with the true friends
of liberty, to whom this day will be the memorial of that
independence which they love.

Kor the preservation of liLerty, in a republican gov-
ernment, correct morvals are of the last i 1mpm tance. Vice
and profligacy of manners are symptoms of approaching
dissolution.  The republic of Rome, once the mistress,
the admiration and terror of the worla, owes her ruin to
this canse. 'The repulsion of these Goths and Vandals, to
whom she fell, at last, an easy prey, would, in her better
days, have heen little more than a pleasing amusement.
Dissipation was the most formidable enemy by which she
was ever assailed.  'The people of Irance had scarcely
time to call themselves a Republie, till their atheistical
sentiments  and their unbounded licentiousness burst
asunder those bonds by which a’one a Republic can he
held together. As we enjoy this form of coverument, let
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us he warned by the example of others; let us strongly
associate, 1 our v-inds, the idea of vice, in all its fm ms
and dezrees, with the subversion of cur liberties. The
corruption of public morals, liie the poison lodged in
the veins by the viper's fm affects the whole sy 3t(nn,
and unless an eflectual l(‘ﬂl(‘d:, 1s applied, must termin-
ate in weakaess and death. Let us, then, measure our at-
tachment to the blessings of freedom by no other scale
than that of our morals.

From the preceding remarks we may learn the happy
and decisive influence of the christian religion in favor
of civil liberty. This miluence may be learned from {he

effocts of that Clzarztzl which characterises ev ery true Ie-
liever in divine revelation. This will prompt us to thosce
dizinieres sted exertions and suflerings, to which. under
provi lcn( 9, we are indebted for the erJO vinent of our li-
ties, oi which the preservation of these liberties s very
much "-r‘* nids: for “charity seeketh not hier owns™ it
warms and expands the heart with an active heney olence,
which operates most strongly towards those with whom
we are most intimately connected, but disposes us, ‘s
we have opportunity, to do good untv all men.”” I pre-
serves us from wantonly giving offence to others, and
from the feelings of m‘xhce, resentment and ey enge, un-
der the l'eceptum of Imjuries and provocations: for ssclia-
rity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not pufled
up, 'oth not behave itseif unseemly, thinketh no evil
charity sullereth long, is not easily provoked, beareth all
things.” It disposes us not unly to meekness and for-
hearance, but aiso to the forgiveness of nsjuries: for “cha-
rity is kind.”” By the influence of this lLeaven-born
principle, we are di.spus(‘d to comply with this precept of
an inspired apostle—<Let all bitierness, and wrath, and
anzer, and clamour, aud evil speaking. be put away
from you, with all malice; and be ye Kind one to snather,
tender-hearted, forgiving one anotlier, even as God for

Christ’s sake hath Im'"nvn vou.”  Flins it s calealated
_qu_wm#mlkp—f..-...,;.m = rrrrere Tt ——
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jeaiousies, thnse bitier animosities and discords, so imcon-
cistent with the peace and happiness of avil soci-ty. Bat
furthers this charity, this “love of (zed. shed abroad in the
heart,” wil! :,uhjcd our appetites and p‘wqm,s. and even

our “thou"hts, to the obedience of Christ ”* It will purify
the heart, the very source of moral action: and thus fur-
nishes the best security for these correct morals on which
the prosperiiy aud perianence of our government so es-
sentially depends: for =charity rejoiceth not in iniquity,
but rejuiceth 1 the truth.”  If we are “sweetly con-
strained by the love of Chri=il™ we wili live, net accord-
ing to the unhallowed inclinations of depraved nature,
but a(‘(nrum"' to his will ¢who died for us, and rose
agaln.’ ' Certain it 15, tiuit no troly proas wean can either
be = t},rzmt, 1 {_m“u, or a troublesome, danzerous, or
eveit useless subject, under a soverzment of wise and
salutary laws.

So intimate is the connection heiween civil and reli-
aious blessings aud privileges, that religion itself is often
expressed hx the tevins Lber fy and fru'(lonz “If, there-
fore, the son shall make vou Jree.ye shall be free indeed.”
The blessedness of the he ':nvnh state is cailed Sthe «lo-
rious lLiberty of the sons of Goid.” Let us. ther 1, tl,mugh
the knowledge and helief of the traih, tirrough the aid of
the holy snirit, and by a regulae and cerions attendaince
on the oramnances of the zuspel. seek that likerty wheve-
with Christ will make s free.”  Letus implore divine
srace to deliver us from the domimion of sin, from the ty-
ranny ef satan, the mos=t croel d“qwf i the universe.
Thus chall we be prepared te hatl, with increasing joy,
the next anniversary of American ins leecendence, if thai
“(xod in whose hand our breath is,” shonhd perinll us {o
see 1t return; if not, we <hall be pre; ml(‘d o hear, with
unspeakable delizht, the <eatence of onr God and o
Jqudze—ell done. eood and fiusthful = uanf crter tho
into the joy of thy Lord.




