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Frizn DS AND FuLowernzzns,

LET us take a retrofpeQive view of thefe
United States, for which our fathers have
fought, and have had to encounter, with many
a hardfhip and difficuity, by being engaged
with {o formidable a poweras Great Britain;
but through the fmiles of divine provxdence,
they gained the vi@ory, and we bave obtained:
our Liserty, and of courfe have heeome FREE
AND INDEPENDENT STATES. -
‘“ And of all the revolutions, wl‘ucb have
afltonifhed the world of mankmd, these‘ﬁiao
one exceeds the Revelution of America. I
we confider the greatnels of the caule—the
charallers exhibited in the conteft, the event
which followed, the emancipation of Millions
of people from ‘the yoke of Tyrann K s the pru-
dent, wife, and fteady conduét of the ‘Ameri-
can Congrefs, the martial toils of all our
brethren, in a long and glorious confliét, ftand
ugexampled in the hiftories of mankmd "

¥ See FEssNDEN’s Otation.
A S
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In taking a view of this grand {cene, which
isnow laid before us, 1 did not hefitate to
engage in a work of fuch dignihied feclings, as
the ceiebration of the birta day of our Liber-
ties, my heart expanding on the wings of be-
nevolence and philanthrophy for the good of
my country, I-almoft forgot the want of abii-
1ty, and the experience of years, which would
be neceflary, te do.juftice on fuch an occa-
cafion,—But I flatter myfelf that a generous
peoeple will not cenfure-ihat in me if well in-
tended, though its.want of merit, may prevent
their being able to applaud it. It is ‘not my.
refpettable audience, the defign of me to expa-
tiate on the political difputes, which have
arifen .under. our prefent form of govern-
meni ; butde take a retrofpetive view of the
virtueus:zeal of our valiant heroes, who, for
‘the preférvation of their freedow, rolled their
garments ig blood in the field of batile.

" What heroes- have bled, what invaluable
lives have been offered up to redeem us from .
fiavery ? their.names will never die, \heir hon-
ors will never wither. Here, we. behold a
Warren, a Montgomery, and many other
valiant heraes : liberty wept over their tombs,
and theré. would have remained incenfolate,
had fhe not feen a {ucceflion of warriors and
patriots, rifing in. the: fame {pirit.—Rjfing in
the fame fpirit, did I fay ? Yes! there was
nothing, that could damp the ardour of Co-
lumbia’s fons, .*“for they feared not death,
(fays Hancock) the pale-faced moon and the .
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ttars which hurried through the {ky, cam
witnefs that they feared not death.” So,
thercfore, as the courage and efforts of -our
countrymen, were great, the event was g!on-
ous, for Britain atknowledged our Indepen-,
dence, the world wondered, and we became a
NATION !! The world wond:rcd didI fay
Yes ! cver fince thai day the blood. of our
countrymen ran through our ftreets in rivers,
and the curfed em][’ancs of flaughter threa-
tened to lay wafte our Caunfry, we may begm,
to date our importance., |
For then the. American Congrefs, (wearied’
with petitionirg for aredrefs, of grievances)
pronounced that famous declaration, whiclf
has arrefted the attemlon, and commmanded
the admiration of every pation nndcr heaven.
Yes, it was on the ‘memorable . fourth’of Jely
1776, thirty three years ago thig day‘“ finice
the American , genius, aflumed” a “glorigus
cquntcnance,and Liberty erefted her ftaridBed_
in this Country, the people, flocked to it in -
crowds, and {wore tolive and dic with her,
Behold ! LiserTy. is, eftablifhed upon the. .
broad bafis of Independcnce, and offers her-
felf unadorned, and is accepted ipftead of
{flavery, in-chains of ,gold . And, when, we
contraft cur prefent condition, with that of
the former, there is a great difference ; ¢ for,
then taxes were lev1ed _duties colle&ed and
befides what pr1v1lcges we did enjoy, were lia-
ble to be taken away from us by that govern,
mept from which we revolted. "=<But now we..
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have the liberty of choofing fuch mén into
office, as will make laws by which we will be
willing to be governed, and likewife live un-
der a free exercife of religion, and enjoy the
- diftates of our own confciences. Fellow-Citi-
zens, whether we confider them fo or not,
thefe privileges are very great. And we have
the great={t reafon to rejoice to think that the
Lord God raifed up fuch a man as Wasu.
INGTON, to redeem his Country from flavery.
It appears that he was deftined by heaven to
" be the favicur 6f America. Had I the learn-
ing of a Celfius,and the eloquence of a Cicero,
or a Demofthenes, fain would I form an eulo-
gy on this illaftraus chara&ter ; but I forbear,
and leave him kere for filence to mufe his
praife. Let me remark again, I fay we have
great- reafon to rejeice, to think in all our
dangers the God of heaven was nigh,and turn-
ed the machinations of tyrants into a blefling.
Wessught 1o rejoice that our lot is fallen in
fo favorable a fpot, that in confirming our in-
dependence and fovreignty, we have had anop-
portunity of becoming a refpeQable nation.
Willnot that day whereinourIndependence was
declared, be ever had in remembrance as long
asthe continuance of time ? Shall it be ever faid
we fhall be fubdued by any one of the powerful
Belligerents, which do exift ? we hope not.
But when we behold the convulfions of
Europe, when we fee defolation, deftrullion,
and all other concomitant evils of war, fpread-
ing wide their baneful influence over the
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witole earth. Do we nnt anticipate the ap-
proach of that dreaded period, when, we fhall
be involved in that calamitous whirlpool ?

The feats of the Macidonians become fmall,

when compared to thofe achieved by the con-
queror of modern times ;. the law of nations
become obfolete, and' national right 1is only
acknowledged where power is poflefied to en-
forceit.  Under fuch circumﬁances, it be-
comes us to be united,—¢ the unity. of gov-
ernmeut which confhmtes you one:people, is
everdear to you, it is juftly fo, for itis:a

mainpillar in the edifice of your real Inde-
pendence, your peace at home, your trans
guility abroad, and a prop to that Luaszrry
which you fo hlghly prize.”

. But inftead of being converted to thls trutb,
which is quoted from WasHINGTON'S own

words—1 have verily thought, that. by the lfa:s
centioufnefls of bad citizens; that ~thegemll.

-

prove the deftrultion of our government..

For isit not evident that there is men 1n the:
very bofom of our country, who take advan-
tage of the liberality of our laws,to blafphemc
democracy, and thus ftrike- at the-very vital
part of our Cenflitution ? They take.advan.
tage of our laws even to- the prejudice and
deltru@tion of that inftrument,. which fecures
and promotes individual liberty, 1 fay, it
appears there are men who are in fuch a _fever
to deftroy this government, and to fap the fun-
damental principles of our Conftitution, that
they are continually crying like the. pohmai
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horfe-leach, give, give. And if by their craft
they fhould prove the deftrufion of this gov-
ernment, we may well in the language of the

poet, bid a farewell, a long farewell to al its
greanefs :

et meee$§ (} OUTD Columbia, .
When that awful day fhall meet you; -
Put off your beautiful ornaments,

By g L e i

.. Por forfaken

- turn now to addrefs myfelf to the fair
;hnghm of Ameri¢a, whofe forms are ftrik-
inglytendel and’ delicate, whofe gracefulnefs
addsluftes to beauty,we call on you to join with
ws in th€ celebration of the birth-day of our lib-
ertics,and tamourn with us if thefe privileges

 fliould bé taken away, you have great reafon

. tore]j0icé; torejoice that you are not condemn-

edi wed'a BN you hate,or drag out a mifer-
‘able exiitence wit{'tii'e' fame ; ¢ but freedom of
choice under the difcipline of a virtuous edu-
cation, conftitute the bigger part of your hap-
pinefs, yeur bofoms, therefore, will glow with
gratitiipand your countenance will bloom
with joggwhen you confider, you are the fair
daughters of America, ” '

One word to the Militia.

What are thofe forms which feem to hover
over our heads on the prefent great occafion,
and look down on the memorable tranfations
of this day ? Are they not the venerable Fa-

3
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thers of Maffachuletts, who, through innu.
merable difficulties, croffed the wide Atlantic
Ocean, brought with them a broad Charter of
hberty over which they wept when it was ar-
refted from them, and an infiduous one
placed in its room ? With what pleafure do

- they feem to behold us reftored to our priftine

purity, * our Governors at the firR, our
Couniclors at the beginring.” Do tbey not -

- cail on us to perpetuate their honor in the

{tate and Liberty in which they planted ?
Efpecially, at a time like the prefent, when all
Eugope isat arms, and furprifing revolations

take.place almoft every - day. Qught we not
- to be well learned in ta&tics ard d:imphne to

be prepared to meet with the worft.
And if our Country’s calamity. &ouﬁ eve t

. call us to her relief. Let us abaridon all the

pleafures of a rural life, and march At

tleis
to the mouth of the Cannon, a and offer up our

e i is

lives in defence of our Country oy

true,it may ook difcourageing to fome of | o

“w

te.be obliged to encounter with the hardthips
and difficulties of war ;  but when we. contraf

~ ¢his with the galling chains of flavery, will

(Y SR

we not with the greateft rapndnty foize our
{words, and hazard our lives in th boteft
battles ?

We hate to wear the gallin yobe
Wel let the tyrants bnows 0 s
The chains of avery fhall be broke,
Like fetters made of tow.

In one word Fellow-Citizens.~May it

‘ never be faid that we are robbed of fo pre-
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cious a jewel as our darling Tndependence.
¢ Tell it not in Gath, publifh it not in the
ﬂarceta of A{kclon,” le{t the found thereof
fhould grate in our ears,and, the report of the

fame, plant daggers in our fouls. So let us be
wife in our deliberations, determined in our
exertions, for the prefervation of our libert -
- by making pride, party fpirit, contegtion, anc
divifion to be firangers in our land—and if
we firive to- fupport. our government in all
cafes, whatever, who knows but the dark
cloud:-which hangs over our political Horizon,
will ﬁnally blow over, and the funfhine of
peace again illume, our hemifphere, and we
canmét forbear tg‘?n,nmpatc the approach of
that time;- when liberty Thall bé ‘made known,
-and h&ld -facred in Europc and in the Ifles.
" ‘When the tawny inhabitants of Afia and
Africa, " fhall ‘bow ;her knee:to her moft
facred fhrine and worfhip -in her teimple,
- ¢ ghen :all manklnd fhall caufe incenfe to
afpire to the God of hcaven, from off an alter
fe foundations is the wholé earth, -and

-whofe arch the vault of heaven.




