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ORATION.

My CoUNTRYMEN ]

I HE crisis under which we have assem-

ted, is deeply interesting to our teelmgs, 28

Fe!io_'v Citizens and as Fellow Men, As Fellow
Citizens, we have deeply to regret, that our common
and beloved country has been compelled by the
~ repeated and cruel outrages of foreign enemies, to

appeal once more to the sword in defence of her

hard-purchased.and indispensable rights. As Fel-

low 'Men, entertaining a friendly regard to the
aniversal happmess of our species, we must deplore
those continually aggravated privations and distres-
ses, which the ‘personal and vitiated ambition of a
iew ‘I'yrants is accumaulating upon the human race.

Humamt:, could have wished that this last resort of

our abused and outraggé country, might have been
averted, but justice, the dut}r we owed to our
oppressed countrymen, our solemn obligation to
fulfil that sacred compact, which alope constituted
and can preserve us as a nation, forbade & longer
forbearance. Our patience has been drained te the
dregs. Nover was there a crisis in our national
affairs, in which it was more necessary or aseful,
to combine a retrogpective- view of revolutionary
prmczpiee and examples, with the requisitions of
the present time. 1 shall not, however, as usual,
call your exclusive atteation tu the virtues and
characters of that memorable ** period which tried
men’s souls” —-all our thoughts are o irresistibly
arrested by the m‘pOrtd’lCC of present cvents.
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I zNow that many of my Fellow Citizens
deprecate the idea of war, 2s st all times destructive
of national happiness. Itis honorable to their feel.
ings. But I believe, that most of us, will acquiesce
in the opiaion, that *‘ war i3 bot the greatest of
evils.” The revolution. was commenced on our
part, and constantly supperted upon this correct
principle, that the abandonment of one night, which
may be esscutial to cur freedem and happiness, 13
more calamitous to ourselves and pesterity than the
most destzuctive war. There is a crisis-in public
adairs, in wihich war 15 the jeast calsmity thata
natiou can choose. When a foreign power denies
us the enjoyment of a night, without which neither
the presmt generdtion, nor their children can be

fvee and happy, it is our intevest,  is our bounden
duty to empioy foree for the recovery and defence cf
t‘la{ ngat. 1 ask my ¥aiow Citizens whether this
crisis has smot arrived 2 Without enlarging upon
the wroogs that have been long inflicted upon us,
does not the impressment and bendage of our
citizens, and the commercial edicts of Irarxcc and
Grear Britain directly tend to sink us to the level of
colonies, and deprive us of those rights which are
cssenital to our independence as a nation and (o our
bapnigess s individaals 2—QOur Raiers have de-
ciared that they o, and that it is incompatible with
their eaths, with the independence and liberties of
the nation, any longer to submit. War therelore
as the-least cf evils has been at last adopted. We
have now Fellow Citizens, open hostilities with
one of our enecinies, and there 1s a moral certainty
that we shall soen have cpen war or a settiement
with the oth QCur Governmert have at last
determined, tha- we should ne longer submit to an
increasing usurpation of our essential rights.

Soue men have thought the “rescut war un-
n=cessary—some have thought that it originated

from bud motives. To those who think 1t Gane-
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cessary, imputing a want of judgment, but no
cnmmahty to Governmént, I answer,—that prin.
sipics are de ycudn nit upen and connected with each
other—that the loss of ene leads to the loss of
anether-—-zhat there afe some, which every inde-
pendent Government, by a du y it owes to itseif,
to its constituents and to strict justice, is bound to
support. Without the support of thcm, our nation..
-al independence and civil freedom is 2 mere name,
and bondage, which may for a while exist only in
form, would soon exist in substance. Wasrine-
ToK, in his Farewell Address, appears deeply seasi-
ble, how much depsnded upoi rigid protection of
these principles, and that the ieast fffcroachment up-
on them, if subimitted to, would soon lead to the
totdl degradation of -4 nation.  That some of these
" damental ‘principles have, for a iong time, been
viofated and encroached upon by foreign enemies,
no Citizen will deny. I cannot t“xeremre doubt
but that the present war, after so much pains have
been taken to avert it, by some henorab‘c adjust-
meat, is necessary.

T ¢ those who imputea cmmmalzt" to Gﬂwm- »
meunt in the onigin of this measure, 1 answer—lLst,
"This ¢r xmxr:ainy does not appear.— —2d. This meas-
ure may have originated from the best of matives,
from a rggard to nationai pnﬂmpks and from aa
ardent love of their country.  As it does not clear$
iy appear that it onglmted from bad wmotives, and

as good. ones exist sufficient to w.stsfv it, candor
alone will exclude so gross an imputation u;,mx the
conduct of our Rulers. 1 can see no private inter-
est that they can have in this war.  On the contrary,
even their opponents declare, that it puts in jeopar-
dy both their popularity and interest.  Nor can |
believe that a fear of France had sny operation upen
this measure. France Yw-: not and way never pow
sess the power to invads us,  Ina tiecessury sclec-
ticn between enemies, frar does not promiut us o
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choose the strongest, but the weakest, England,
of afl nations, has the greatest ability to affect us
by a war. The charge is, therefore, unfounded in
the reason’ and mature of things. Nor could it

arise from a predilection for France. The charge
cf Freneh n,ar*mhty in gur government, has beena
thousand times reiterated, without any competent
evidence ; znd as often, confuted by stubbom facts,

So ! ag then as ¥ can ascribe this measure to the
 bestof mom’ea, ¥ will riot, contrary to the duiy of
a citizen, search after bad omes, 1n “order to crimi-
pate my rulers.

Waar is now to be dose ? This questicn
has been asked by some men, and a very different
answer given from what I shafi gzve. What is
now the duty of every citizen ? Shall I tell you,
my counts ymen, that it is your duty to embarrass
your owa government, by r-onsfamlv vﬁuy'na; the
v}afaui'.rs “and conduct of your own ralers, and
‘thus ensvring successto the black Leszg :s of those,
who are enemies to vou and vour children # Is it

your duly to heap disgrace "'l}o"i your country?

Would you exult at the prospect of sceing the pre-
sent conﬂict terminate with Io Css, 3 Isgrace and ideicat
to ourselves 2 To see the de'-:p of Europe tri-

umphing over the rumns ¢f the Jast 'md best of He-
publics ? Vo sce a way OpC:‘étd for the estabiish-
ment of a throne upon the slavery and nisery of
innogent posterity ? 1 hear a voicé frem the graves
of Martyred Htmes, exclaiming, it shall "wt be !
A Despot shail not exult upon cur tombs ! No, ye
patriotie Murtyrs ! your children shall never soffer
your seend rest to be disturbed by the foot of a
ismm' Mo, we declare by your b}ucd your tombs
shail never be moleated,

WYERY man, anon o moment’s
must be convineed of that course, which
t porsue. W have uothing 1o expect
cign governments, bhut eyory s.hmfr o e

redection,
bt?Qtht
rem x(’)r;
xpect from

"“D
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a pree~~vation of our own. It is aimost incredidle,
bat yet it isa bnown face, that there ars men among
us, who opernly advocate a resistance to their own
government, and justify measures that can lead o
the dIngcc of their own, and to the aggrandize-
ment of IOE‘f:lgl country ! If any one doubt my
'4sscmo:* let him examine for himsell. T reasen,
however, wiil soon be dragged out of darkness into
light, to the confusion and disgrace of its authors.
Foreign foes and domestic traitors will have but
iittle reason to ridicule the weakness of Republi-
can Governmeni. If it has Bot emergy enough
£0 svﬁport itself, 1t is weak indeed. The guilt of
murder is thwght to deserve the worst of pxzmsh-
ment. What then is the desert of Freason? A
Murderer takes the life of but one man ;. a Traitor
de;m ves mpillions of their. lives, or, what is worse,
he Leprweﬁ them of their lLiberties. - An nfinite
mind alone can measure the guitt of a Trator,
He shall live in agonies and contempt, and diz un<
der an insupportable load of curses and hatred.
‘The howlings of the woif shall alone be heard ap&m
his tomb,
- 'HE Undon of the States will be the last prop
to cur expn g liberttes.  With the loss of our
Union, ail our politica hopes and endearments must
vanish. It is justly stiled by the immortal Wasxa-
INGTON, the pailadium of our political safety and
prusperity. Sensible of thxs, the intrigues of for.
eign and denestic enemies uave been vnceasingly
and 1avariably directed to its dissclution. This
has been the main object of all their open and cov-
ert atiacks. Could they once dissolve the only
bend, that unites the "American people into cae
great famuy, interminable and destructive war
among onrselves, originating from rivaiships, local
pride and amnbition, would be the immediate con-
sequence. A way would then be opened for the
immediate introduction and estahlivhment of n for.
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mgn influeses, which, fuctuating as it spited its
‘xmefesta, fomope. division to anothcr, WOﬂld keep
perpcmal avimosity -and discord.

a gifect their favourite: ;mrpme, .our domess
tﬁmxes huve adopted a variety of modes of at.
tack. Two of them 1 shal menticn, - T} hey ‘havé
" endeavoured te_convince the penple that the inter:

ests und wiews of sthe Southern, were directly op-

posed to those of the Northern States, and that the

Jatter were aiways sacrificed to the. pmmat;ﬁn of

the forgacr.: This swas that obvious and most dan-
gerous attack -wpon our Union, which was forebo-

‘ded by Waszinsrox, against the insinuating and

fatal infiuence of whmh, he left us 2 most solems

warping. No assertion cowld be. more unfounded-
rinterested My

infact. . The Southern ape as deep!
comuerce, as the Modhern Staf% Se mutndlly

end equally concetned are. all in €.cmmeree,k Mavis

gation, Agricuitese, and Arts, that in all debates in
Cangress, upon these important topics, we never

sée any particular number of Scuthern or Meorthern
' ﬁiat;s, umversaﬁy urited for or egainst the quess |

ton. Arc pot the Southern, as greatly dependent
upor. Commerce and Navigation for the -export of

their Cotton snd Fobaces, their Rice and Flour, -

«& the Morthery are for the expow of their Beef and
?ﬁfk, their Fish ¢ Lumber i Is it the voice of
putriotiam that is continually mazﬁeatmg upon s
this pretended co.trariery of xgs%@rests ? Ng, it is

th.e voice of Trepson. 1t can have no good for is

ehject. Even were It true, a love of country, a
regard for every thing that is'dear to usand posteri.
v, would induce a reconciliation of - clashing inter-

€33, by mutusl sscriices and concessions. For,

#2ys the venerabie father of his country, your Na.
tiozal Union is of such immense value to your
volleciive and individual happiness, that even a
- suspreion that it ean in agny esvent be abandoned,
ought not to be suffered, Let us guard ourselves

\
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air2inst the pernicious tendency of these false opiri
ioms. - o |
Thry have likewise endeavored to convince

s, that this or that particylar State had engrossed
,thc whole power of Government. Virginia infin-
énce and domination has been the theme of invective
for a number of years. Bat they saw, “or thought
they saw, a speck of Federalism in Virginia, when
they immediately turned the whole weight of their
declamation upon the poor States of Kmtncky and
Tennessce. YWe are told, that eight or nine Repre-
sentatives from these two States are presiding, like
80 tmany little Tyraniz; alont over our national des-
tinies. Can any man the least scquainted with
buman naﬁurc, believe this absyrd tale 7 Can we
believe as they tépresent; that the powerful States
of Virginia, Peonsylvania, New York or Massa.
chusetts, either of which is alone capable of out-
voting the whole of thesé of the west, are thus
brcw-beaten 2ad trodden under foot ? Do we be-
Tieve, that the whole Rﬂp esentation of ten or twelve
‘States are at sny time so indifferent to the DOWEr
ﬁ'.ev possess, and to the consequence, which that

wer confers; as to surrender it ; when their total
fmszgmﬁcance would certamnly, and their destruc-
tion tmight eventually result from such a surrender ?
This story argues a waat of intellect or a want of
honesty. These heart burnings and jealousies, are
a dishonor to our naticnal character. ~ T “hey jﬁS‘ilfV
too much the calumny of cur enemies against
a chvbifcm uavevnmeut "The name of a Boman
was but another name, for ardent, heroic patrwtsamq |
and thence it became a terror to its enemies.  And
shall the proud name of an American be less sig-
fificant or less powerful ? Every thing, that can
charm the affections and impel the soul to noble
deeds of virtue, is combined in the happy nstitn.
tons of our Country,

Lz us reposc a just confidénce in cur Rulers,
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It is our duty. . Our Country calis uprm us i theq
hour of danger., We must and ought to obey.
Thedie is cast. Our ks wiependence has been again
pmc!dzmed Unless our Government is yigorgusly
supported by the fidelity and patrictism of its Citi-

zens, we mugt retreat from the contest with incal-
“calable Yoss and dishonor, leaving the redress of
our wronga to a braver and more mdignant poater-
hy. It 1s not now a time to ciscuss the prom‘zety
of comme: ‘ng the war---it is begun, and must be
ended—We are all 4 deeply and momentously inter-
ested that its terminaiion should be honorable to
cz‘r«zdves, and that the objects, for which so direful
“an alternative was adopted, shomd be fully accom-
plished. Those who talk and act uniike freemen,
and call it the liberty of a Citizen, who openply dis-
suade the peo,ﬁe from their public duty, will soonez
or later meet their deserts. Let the grovelling I Me:-
~chaat wrap - mmsmf up i his own contracted ium-
portance, me?mg no interest but that of his own,
and watching arxiously for an opportunity to roh
‘the scarred veteran of his bard-carned pittance——no
tear of gratitude and love shall fall from the eyes of
his children to wet the sods upor: his grave. Let
the sot drown in his bottle all remembrance of his
Country ang the woes of his Countrymen—but the
‘end of that man shall be mfamy and death. Let
the traitor attempt with his dagger to pierce the
“vitals of his Country—but dike Arnold and Burr *
he shall become a vagabond—nhis name shali inspire
nothing but scorn,

Tr1s War must not be considered as a mere
redress of wm'ags, and a vindication of violated
rights. There is ancther point of view, in which
it must be ccsmcmpaated still more momentous to
oursclves. It is the first 3mpor::ant war, In which
we have been openly engaged, since the formation
of our nationsl Cousmutmn. The lovers and ad.

- yocates of Munavchy have camended that azthaugig
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pur political systew might be found sufficient for
all the exigencies of peace, yet they would be
4ound wanting in that esergy, which times of tu-
muit and commotion require. They have insisted,
that the people kad not rcﬂg:c*;on and reason enough
to support their governmesnt in such exigencies—
that they wouid be actuated by momeptary feclings
and interests, not by permanent pnnc: oléd af potit-
ical xpedzcnw. We are now to prove the truth or
falsehosd of these opinions, Howev ighoran! a
few individuais may be, yet cimmdermg the Ameri-
ean people as ene b&dy, ne nation possesses a su.
perior fund of real intelligence. Every man 1s more
or less ar.;quamtcci with political subjects. We
have msers and profligate men, who estimate free-

dom by nc other standard, than by the facility of
-acquiring power_ or wcdmmot’he? would harter

away their own r,th and the sacred nghts of pos- -

te:‘r'ny for a mess of pertage. - VWehave traitors, who
fonk tothe downfall of onx Govemmem, and the
consequent degradation of the people, 4s the only
chance for their own prcferm{:m, But these char-

acters are to be expected.  They often times, tho?
unintentionally in themselves, serve a2 most valuzhiz
purpose.  They rouse the honest and noble cit:zen
t 2 more punctual discharge of his duty. Virtue
and pafriotism receive much of their Justre, and are
often indebted for a true estimation of their worth,

to their contrast with $ice and treachery. Compare
Warrey with an Azrnvoro—WasHINeTON With
BorwaraxtE—Do we not, upon this cmnparlszm,
feel an increased veneration for the noble and disin-

terested character of the one, while the other excites

in us a double degree of contemipt and detestation.

SraLy it be said, that within thirty years the
American pecple have lost ali relish for those in-
yaluable rights, which our ancestars so highly es.
teemad, and which have heen consecrated with so
much blood ? Shall future generations say, that we
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¥ére the guilty authors of al. their servitude and
oes ? Shall we relinquish to Tyrants those inesti-
tnabic privileges, which are dem ed from “ Nature
acd Nature’s God,” which have been deposx*cd n
our hands for mere use and m}ggmem to be after-
wards delivered over unimpaired t posterity ¥ No{
“This atrocious breach of trust shalt never be fixed,

as an igCalible sngma, upon the charaeter of the
present generation.  Symipathy, Gratitude, Piety
and Patriotisuy forbid it.  If neither the fate of the ‘
auhappy nations of Europe, -nor the examples set
‘us in the Revelition, nor a kove of eurselvcﬁ, nora
concern for the interests of unbern milliehs, can
arouse Us to & punctual dxscb&gﬁ of our publie -
duties—then we richly deserve the Iot of the Gal. .
Jey Slave——the cienking of hisechains,” and the
groans of his hopeless agonies, are &t music for our
éars. But we will not doubt, Fhe confidence re.
posed in our patrictism, Wil not be fRlsified.  The
‘young men of the present day, when they return
from the chase of their enemies, shall glot'y, like
the young Spartans of antient times, that f&ey have.
cutrivalled ‘the deeds of their fithers:  Discord
shall reign no longer amovag hofigst citizens-~it
shall be susceeded by a generous and confidential
Unio. Our little passions and interests shall alf
be sacrificed wpon the altar of our country. .- Coni-
~ eord and triotism among us shall universally pre.
vail. hen the American~shsll soar above the
Roman Ea le, and the Glory of cur Country blaze

forth Dike the Sun, to th‘, terror and ggifusm of
hier encmies.




