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THIS glorivus anniversary of dmerican’sIntiependence was
celzbrated at Belchertown, with the highest hiliarity of
repuoiican and christian triumph, under the auspicies of
an heavenly Iather most munifficent to our pelitical and
religious inelienable rights, where the splendid order of

. the deywas unrivaled in the pleasures cf the board spread
under @ bower of fruitful trees of joyous native greves,

and the decoricus unanimicus erder of rcpublican SAL-

VATION.
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E have assembled for the exhilerating pur«
pose of commemorating the birthday of
ouwr natioral Independence. The annals of time cannot
e: hibit an cra of superior or equal impertance. It is the
birthday net ofa sinzle man, not ofa prince or a tyrant,
but of a republic ; at present the only repuhlic existing.
D.ily, sratitude and patriotism prompt us to distingaish
thisillustrious day with more thaa cordimary respect. If
private persons view the days of their nativity with gratia
tade and joy, with greater reason ought wz to commemo-
rate with more distinguished ceremonies, the day which
gave birth to our national Independence and civil free-
dom ; for life is not alwaysa Llessing, but liberty is essen-
tiai to happiness. No nation can hoast of a more impor-
tant anniversary then this—it is founded on the purest
principles it is exhilerated by the noblest prespects. With
what heartfelt joy can wc mect its present revolition,
biesse] as we are with political and civil enjoyments, a-
1:cve all other nations—our beloved country reposing in
tae aqus of liberty and peace, surrounded with public
p:rosperity and individual happiness—while other natio:-
s.ie oppressed with despotism, torn by factions and dis-
covl, or distressed by all the callamities of war. Let
g rouxiqumen celebrate the birth of a despotic qiw)e, and
B.itonsstilt themselves upon the bubbles of national an-
tiquity and naval renown — Americans will exult in the
guyuisition ef their dearest rights, in their own superior
yri. ileges, and in the Lappiness and liberty of their chils
df@n.

On this interesting occasien, ‘' my friends, let us look
for 2 moment, with a mixture of pleasure and regret, on
tl:e memorable scenes of thut revolution, which isempha-
tically and justly siyled the ¢ period which tried men’s
sculs.””  This day is sacred to the remembrance of that
immortal period, and to the commeinoration of its virtues
a1ievents. He¢ we behold models ofthe highestworth,

Y



t ¢4 1

a patriotism which overbore every suggestion of private
interest---uncorrupted virtue---a courage superior to disase
ter, and political skill and energy which bafiled the ef-
forts of josa15u auouras and the intrigues of domestic trai-
tors. Itisto recall our attention to these illustrious ex-
amples of publicand private virtue ; to instill into the in«
genuous minds of youth & love of country, a knowledge of
‘their rights and spirit to support them—to impress us
with giagitude and contentment, while we contemplate
the incomparative excellence of our political system and
enjoyments, that we have consecrated this auspicious
'day. We will not devote it to mere festivity and sensual
joy. Lettheslaves of tyrants cobsecrate their anniversa-
ries to frivolous amusements and base adulation, but
‘these are unworthy of freemen. Their pleasures are ra-
tional, inspired by theliberty they enjoy, and moderated
by the reflection that virtuc and reason alone can preserve
it. What a constellation of Heroes and Patriots have
sacrificed their fo:itunes and lives, to acquire this inesti-
mable liberty, Many of those fell in the commeneement
or in the midst of their career, without an antici~
pation of our present happiness, and without enjoying
tl:e only sufficient reward of their patriotism and valcr,
the appiause of this grateful country.  Vain would Le
the attempt to recount their numbers or their sufferings;
ard much more vain wonld be eny attempt to estim:ite
their merits.  They knew tkat our futwmie fortunes de-
pended on their effosts. What disinterested exertions!
what astonishirg patience and perscverance, under every
disaster and privation did they discover in the sacred
cause of freedom! what magnanimous examples they
have left for ourimitation. To these venerable patriots,
an’ to these who survived that arduous conflict, some cf
whom are now present, witnessicg with paterpal emo-
tions of joy, the felicity of their children, we are indebted
unler the smiles of Heaven, for that inestimable frzedom,
whoss benificent influence diJuses, satisfaction content-
ment and wealth to every citizen. This day shall he
devoted to the remembrance of thelr virtues. A day
sanctified by the blood and tuils of so many brave men,
it woull be unerateful, it woull he almost impious to
neglect. What man can look back upon thosqe moldels ef
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vistue, of patriotic n, ¢f couraze, and pchtical wisdom, ex«
cmplified by the worthies cf our revolution without a glow
of national pride : Does not his bosom swell with an are.
dent love of his country ? Is not every private interest
ahsorbed in & consideration of the public good? Ishe not
inspired with a noble awmbhiti'n to copy thosz simple-
mannes—1to icitate and display those exalted virtues
wiiich shone so conspicuously in their characterst Can
hecontemplate without emotions of gratitude, and re-
gret their long and unrewarded seivices ? No revoluton,
was ever bejun under 8) gieat disadvantazes and priva-
tions—was ever conducted with more energy, unaninity

and prudence, or ended with greater glery and advantage.

The more we rcilect on the circumstances of the revolue
tion, the more we admire the elevation amd greatness of
soul, conspicvo.sin iis actors. By the policy of Britain
we had been left without fortifications——we were sallin
number—destitute of arinsand ammunition——of military
discipline and experience—of public money and revens
uzes—and what was more important of a general govern-
ment. In thissituation our fathers, undismayedl by the
presaect, relyiny upon the inspirations of freedom and the
resources of their own minds, raised the standard of op-
pesition and threw the guantlet at the tyrant. Happy fot
our beloved country, that Washington was appointed to
preside over her destinies. In the milst of every diffi-
culty he wasthe same undaunted hero—and the same ar+
dent patriot. With the caution and circumnspection of

Fabius, he united the perseverance of Hanibal, the cools .
ness and couraze of Caesar, the simplicity and- patriotsm

of Cinviratus, and the magnanimity of Aristides. V.
tue and patriotism embalm himin our hearts. Hisinflexi-
ble and disinterzsted devotion to the public good, excites
eur highest veneration. No man wasever better entitled
to the appellation of great. He was indeed great in prin-
ciple and in action. Compare him with the illustrious
men of antiquity and his worth shines unrivaled. Com-
pare Washington with Napolecn—stay., Jam vilifying
his character, No, I will not degrade this distingunishe
od defender of equal rights, this in-omparable patriot,
who was a generous and magnanimious soldier, and a
friend to humeanity, by comparing hiin with a cruel and

successful despot, who has waled to empire, thrvugh the -
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blocd of millions, over the prostrated rights of man. Nog
aught we to pass unnoticedl many of his worthy compatrie
ots, Theillustricus Jederson, peace ani fresdom’s cho-
sen patriot, has erccteda mounument to his own =lory,
‘ 1o his own great actions” “ niore durable than hrass.”
The veneable Adan:s too ingenious for intrigue and cor-
ruption shall participatcin a nation's gratitn'c and 3Y5 s
thy. Can Hancock, Green, Gates, Mex >r, Wo ster, ¥ ay-
eite,and Lincoln e ever furgotton—in the pagze of sa-
cred history, in the tender heavisof the rising generaa
tion, we will record their virtues and atchievemeants.
Here let ine quit the memory of our venerable fathers,
ith a remaark, that is verified by all history anl cxpeis
ence, that the samne privaie virtue and patriotism, the
same disinterested saocifice of every private and seclish
consi ieration to the pablic good, arz as absolutely indis-
pensible to preserve as they were to acguive and establish -
our inestiniable rights,  Itis another incumbent daty of
this day to redsct with contentent and giatitade, upon
the supeiior previlidges of cur country. That we may
place a right estimaticn upon them, w2z ouzht to come
pare them with those cf other nations. A principal fault
with our countrymen is, that in feriaing an opinion of
their rights, they compare them with some inaginary
siaudard of perfectinn of their own, not with the couwm.
mon lot and condition of man. It is with freedom ag
with wealth—we are never satisfiel with a just propor-
tion of either, While they view the state of Earope, the
mizery and servitude of its ighabitants, shall Americany
camplain of their favoured condition. This discontent
pen srates discerd and sedition in republics. Pcae and
iberty, atill render this land the alode of raticnal hape
piness, and an assylum for their persecute] frienls. N
The wirfortunate condition of Spain, and Portugal is
familiar toall. The deluded inbabitants of this se ti:n
of the glohe have been long dezraled by the worst of de:i-
potisin, by the power of an inquisition, and the supersti-
tion of Popery. Piivate industry and private securiy
are destroyed.  Their public treasares and ressurces are
equally the plunder of Great-Britain ‘and France. I:«;;e
elieminacy, pride and vanity of Spaniards are proverhial,
They are now struggiing tor national ¢xistence. A reva-
Jution in the minds and feelinzsof the Spaniards, as well
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asin their political system seems approachirg its cricig,
Whether they wiil ke compelled to siibmit to scme French
usurper or secured in the eitablishment and maintaine
an: € of some new and egual constituticn of government,
are Questions that remain to be decided by future events.
Much moro depends cn their own upanimityand patriot-
ism then upon the number of their enemies. Some sparks
of Castilian heroism appear still to exist. A people de-
terinined to he fiee, who figl.t for themselves, and are
aninzated by an indigpant sense cf the wrengs done to
their country, must tiample over the mercenary legions
of tyran:s. who ficht fron: the mere sordid and temporary
motivesof interest & fear. But whatever may be the issue
of the Spamish revoluticn, their eforts will ever be at-
tended by the Lest wishes of every Americar, who can
feel a sympathy for the sufferings of humanity, or a res-
pect for the rights of independent paticns. Ore fortua
nate event resulting from their revolution and which has
been lcxg ardently wished by the friends of freedom
seerus now reduced toa certainty—I mean the separation
of the Spanish colonies from the mother country. Such
bas becn the progressive difiusicn there of correct infor-
mation on the just rights of men, and the present spirit
in that quarter, that we may with confidence look for-
ward to the total arnililation of that political depen-
dence, superstition and civil servitude in which the cruel
policy of Spain has kept her American colonies. It is not
in the nature cf things, that such an unfortunate connece
tion should much longer continue. May we scon be able
to hail these long deluded provinces as sister republics,
and as independent memle:rsin the commurity ofna-
ticLs.

In the view of France we have less to console us than
in that of Spain. We lave something from the latter,
but I fear nothing from the former. The unmeaning
parade and vain splendor of reyalty, arc congenial to the
LabLits end 2fections of Frenchmen. In France the will
of onéman is Ty ¢ Hisambition and pleasure solely
- must be gratifiei. Parcnts behold their ckildven and
their fortunes tcrn from them with relentless hands and
sacrificed on the bloody altar of his insatiatable ambition.
Everyinterest, perscn and consideration is made subser-
vient to his capiicious temper. FEven the thoughts and
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words of men are sabjosted to his controul. O degrale
Fiznce! * How has the gold become dim, and the mos®
firc gold changed.” The result of the French revola-
ticn is what might have besn expected from a knowleldge
of the manners and dispositions of that volatile peonle.
‘The laws of gravation will cease to opperate, when a dem-
ocratical reputblic is fiimly estatlished ip Frapce. ¢ Can
the Ethiopian change his skin, or thé leopard his spots,”
then may Frenchmen become real lovers of eqnal rights,
who baveleen so Icng and so fondly accustomed to arro-
gant distinctions. Our revolution eventuated in the es-
tablishment of a new, but the most perfect system of
govermnment hitherto known. The French on the con.
trary hasresulted in a despotism more absolute, if possi-
ble, than that of the Turkish Sultan. Nothing can ke
of more use to us, my friends, then to contemplate these .
two diflerent resalts as connected with their diffeient
causes. While hoth revolutions were begun for one and
the same ohject to what important and powerful causz
shall we attriblite it, that one ended in the acquisition of
a ratic nal system of liberty and of individual happiness—
the ctherin the estalilishment of political despotism and
civil bondage 2 We meed ouly ask the question, the cause
istco obvicus. In vain did the realgrench patriot stiug-
gle against the prejudice and views of his countrymen.
Assureas every elect must follow its proximate cause,
so sure we mizht have expocted that the present despot-
ism would result from the torpor of dreams, and the rage
and atheism of French philcsaphy. Libe:ty with vice,
folly and ignorance is an unnatural alliance. Nor was
there a greater diilerence in the principles and results of
the two different revolutions, than there has been bce
tween the situations of the (wo naticns. It is a differ.
ence founded in the. opposite and eternal principles of
republican and monarchial government. War with its
whole train of calamities has long afilicted the French
people : and what is the condition of our republic ?;Does
it exhibit as some would endeavor to persuade us a mourns
ful picture of wretchedness, oppression acd want? Do
pot our own feelings on the conirary convince us that we
are the freest,the happiest and most prospercus people on
earth ? Can a persen ccenvince one that he is wretched,
wkilche feels pefectly happy ; or thet ke is oppressed

{1}
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by tyrants, when his owa e\'perienca, the best instrictor
tuawhes hlm that he is free? It isa co:nmon observatiou
oftyrants, that the g.eatest discontent and unhappiness
is to be fonnl in repablican governmnents. May this be
never verified by the history of our awn COUN I'RY.
We have every necessary of life in abundance. Our
time, and thepxoductq of our labhorare at our own dis-
posal.  Habits ol industry andvituc will secure to every
man respectability and wealth.

Nor docs Bagland oficr any thing more cheenn'.*; to
the minds of freemen, thian the other Uropean powers.
It is true she hoasts of free prindiples and laws—but un-
fortanately their opperation has been long extinct. It is
our liberation from a colonial subje-tion to this mnation,
that we celebrate thisday. It is not, however, L'y ohject
to excite national prejudice, but a rational love of coun-
try. It may seem to some paradoxical to assert that the
Euzlish nation has lost those rights and privileges which
it onre posssssed. But whatever may be the appearan.
ces, it is a notorious fact, that the con:lition of the gener-
ality of the English people is deplorable. They may he
taken at any time from their homes, carried on board the
British navy, or to the army, and there compelled for life
te support wars engenidered by royal fol‘v, and ministe-
rial madpess. This may bedone without any regard to
the situation of their business, or their families. = What
nrwro o we want to give as ajust idea of English liberty ;
About one seventh part of the English people are pau-
pers. Perhaps we have not oneto a thousand., It is an
established fact that in Great Britain, a man cannot by
his common labor support a wife and two children with
the nceessaries of life.  Herea man may not only provide
his family with daily luxuries, but gralually grow rich.
War has beenattended in Great Britain with even more
fatal and desolating effects thanin France, Look at the
nimberless bankruptcies, the depreciation of hev paper,
and the destruction of her commerce, on which the reve-
nue of her government and the happiness of her people
depend.

But enough has he=n said of our comparative situation
with foreign nations ; let us examine for a moment their

conduct towards us. While the military powers of France
. k
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znd her vassal states, overthrowsupen the gontinent of
Europe allvesistance to its encroachinents; the naval thun-
ders of Brilain spread terrorand dismay upon the ocean :
there she arrogantly claims prerogatives over the lawful
commrerce of all other nations. The English cabinet
has now what it pcszessedin our revolution, the same
haughty and unyielding temper ; the same pride and ar-
rozance, the same contemytious disrezard of the rizhts of
other powers. Whatever may be their professions, I
think we must be thoroughly ccuvinced, that neither
Great B:ita:n nov France have any other cbject in view
than their cwn exclusive azgrandizement. We have
nothing to expect from the justice or rather the injustice
of these two neliizerents. On the one hand France hus
vielated the treaty of 1800--has confiscated and burnt
our ships and merchandize, contrary to the established
principles of the laws of nations. Humanity and law
has been banished from her territory, and their place
vsurped by aninsatiate thirst for lawless dominion. Ene-
land on the other hand, has infringed with more than
putiic perfidy the solemn compact of her aceredited and
authorised ministers which was calculated to create peace
and harmony hetween the two nations. It is true she
has denied the authority of her minister—~hut kad he no
power to make compacts founded in amity and justice,
Can any one suppose that the real object of Great Britaim
or France is an honourable adjustment with our nation ?
Has not the hand of friendship been always held out to
them by our wise and pacific rulers ? The prosperity of
our commerce and the unparallelled increase of our pow=
er has creaied the envy jealousy and fear of eur enemies.
To check the growth of cur power and to involve us in
the comn:cn cenflict, their real purpeses. War is the ele-
meunt of tyrants, and the constant scourge of Monarcial
‘Geve:ninent. 1t has been always found one of the nost
successiul expedients to keep a people in subjection and
overt their attention from ti:e tyranical abuses,and law-
less ambition of their tulers.  Tyrantsalways dread the
investigation of their suljects. ¢t us- throw off my
frien-!s all attschment to f{oreign naticps. While the
French were struggling and perhaps sincerely for the es-
tablishment of equal and just systems ¢f government, a3
Americans we applauded their efioris.  QOur feelings are



e TN L% W R

[ 1t ]

paturally interested in the causeof a pgople strugeling
under oppression. The sympathy and friendship of free-
men extends beyond the comtracted limits of their own
countr: —they wish liberty and hapgpiness to the human
rmce. But what sinceie {tiendship can we who advocate
for the equal distribution of rights, have for the govern-
mens of Napoleon, wlich is one of the most nudacious and
sacriligious usurpations upoa the rights, which nature
and nature’s Ged has given us that can be found in the
whole compass of history. I mean not to insinuate that
my poiitical friends cam entertain any attachment to
French politics. Far from it. 1 know the conirary.
Those who unjustly charge us with this attachment,
misrepresent our opinions, Wbhen we speak of the
comparative injuries done us hy Great Britainand France,
and their respective dispositicns to trample down the
laws of nature and of nations, we generally and very juste
ly express a favourable opinion of France. The con.
trast however is becoming every day less striking. But
this opinion shows no fondness in Repullicans for des.
potic principles ; much less a preference of French poli-
tics, toour own inestimable constitution. The charge
against us of a partiality to democracy is directly incone
sistent. One of these charges must be unfounded. Is
there any similarity between a despotism, where the
whole power is vested in one man, and a democracy,
where the whole people personally govern 2 Can a per-
sonat one and the same time be partial to two systems of
government, so diametrically opposite ? The thing is une
patural aud impossitle. That the outrage s committed
against us by France are less numerous and less aggravae
ted than those of Great Britain no candid man wiil deny.
The power of the former to injure us istrifiing in compar.
ison to that of the latter. And perhaps thisis the only
reason of the didetence. The constant kidnapping and
enthralment of our seamen by the British is alope suffi-
oient to counterbalance every outrage en the part of
France. An injury done to one citizen is an injury done
to the whole. This is the first principle in our ccnstitu.
tion. And what injury ctn equal the deprivation of
personal liberty. {t was for this that our fatbers faught
and bled.—It was for this, the most precious of all rights,
that they bravely hazarded their fortunes and their lives,

-
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Both Great Britain and France have been guilty of the
most malicious outrages towards this ccuntry. All con-
fidence in their engagements and respect for their inter-
ests are lost.  We cannot expect to sce a magn«nimous
sense of justice and honor in their ca'inets. What cor-
dial friendship can exist hetween Republics and Monar-
chial sovernmient. None but what is founded upon inter
est. Selfish interest & ambition are the ruling motives in
the poliryof kings., When therefore we cannot expect
justice from the hands of our enemies, lct us at least he
Just toourselves. Weare not only politically independ-
ent, but we are independent in our resources both of wa-
and peace. Our attention my friends aught to be mzore
confined to ourselves, to the vigilent preservation of onr
own national lilerties and the active employment of our
ownmeans and energies.  The blood of our futhers may
soon cry tous from the ground ¢« wy sons vindicate with
vour swords the sacred nghts which are left you.”  Shall
we then at this critical juncture, when union in council
and action is all impoitant to our country and its govern-
ment, be puzzling ourselves about questions of relatire
injury, which we have received fiom the beligerents ?
Negociation has been long tried by our rulers and in vain.
Force alone can cempel tyrantsto do us justice.  Those
who tely vpon-the frisndship of foreign nations will be
wofully deceived. The love we owe to ourfelves and to
posterlty, the niemory of our ancestors, that sacred lil er-
ty whickis intrusted 30 our care and preservaticn, aught
to unite us in faver of our common country. While we
arc ardently attached to the land, which contains the
tomibs ofour illustticus fathers—while we are vigilent in
protecting and preserving those invalualle rights we
possess, ard are Immpressed with the solen.n responsibilit;

we are under totransmit them unsullied and uninipared to
posicrity, foreign enemies and domestic traitors may
thieaten in vain the citidel of our freedom. It is not
merely thecharacter of ourrulers, but that ofthe people
in general, upon which we depend for the support ef our
present gox ernirent.  Vice and ignorance are the we:st
enenies of cur country and constitution. All other enc-
mies are comparatively impotent and harmless. A {ree
and virteous ypeople, who know and feel the valuie of
thely rights, are Lot igvaded, at least with Lmpunity by
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feicign{oes. So long as we continue to inculcate and
prac tice the principles which animated the worthies cf
our revoluticn to brave the powes of tyrants,and to de-
fend with thar lives and fortunes, thelr sacied zltars and
fitends, so long we shall rewain an independent nation
and afree peeple. Never did real liberty witness a wore
univessal and virulent cowclination ageinst Ler existence.
Despotisny, dis erd, aristos racy and atheisin have icng
ploticd lier destruction. Frem every correr of Europe
she hus Leen hunted with the miest cxemalle fury. Tune
was, wien she delighted to wander awongst the Inxuri-
ent \ales and upon thie stew capped mountains of Swit-
zerland—w hen, there, cncircled by the deomestic virtues
and the smiles of contentuient, shie taught even poverty
to please ; enanoured witl her chasins, the humtile peas-
ant preferred his low thatched cottage and barren cliils,
tc I rdly wealth and giandeur. Even these who once,
so Joudly trumpetted her praises, who avewed so strenu-
ous 0t detenvication to foster and protect their Meaven-
descended goddess, have 1.ow becenie her enemies. Here
alcne she now fnds anassylum.  Here she has Gxed her
residence. And even here she £nés her {oes, who, how-
ever disguised under specious names and professicns are
ecually iu placabie.  Theie are these, who would per-
stiade us tiat our counsditusicns are destreyed—that our
independence is lost—whose proud aristocratic feelings
~are grated by the appearance of that civil equality which
is the boast of vur countiy and the salvatiou of our rights,
whoe lae attempted v overtwn our corstituticn by rae-
selving hcldly and publicly to resist constitutional laws.
Is such lunguage and conduct as this calculated to pre-
serve or destmy ca: liberties, In fact is it not the deep
and nefarnous design of these men to wink our constitu-
tion out of sight—to dissipate every1dea of those sacred
oracles which, we aught to reverence as the sheet anchor
of our lil:eities, and which we are Lound by tlie eost sol-
emn obligations to preserve and trausiiit inviclate to fu-
ture generations? ‘1 hey boast of tleir exdusive virtue
and patiiotism~—that they are the ¢nly disciplesof Washe
ingtcn.  What incredible audacity ; what shanwicless af-
froutery ! 1t is remarkable that the Fiench demagogues
and tyranis adcpted the very same method to establish
thcir present despotism,  They fust perstaded the peo-
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ple that they had no constitutional rights and that they
themselves were rudely qualified to manage their public
affairs. Their delusive show of patiiotism, and their
artful insinuations triumphed over their popular and un.
suspecting credulity. So it will fare with usmy friends,
unless we sce aad judge for ourselves. Let vanot he de-
luded—we have constituticns, which we aught with
guardian care, vigilence and jealousy to protect. We
are told likewisz by those exclusive lovers of trutk and
virtue, that England Las done us no essential injury, [s
then the loss of personal fieedom no essential injury ? And
isnot an injury done to one citizen an injuty tous all?
Are we not bound by our constitution to protect each
other’s rights ? If England bas not esseniially injured us by
her orders in council, which outrage every neutra!l princi.
ple, by enslaving thousands of our countrymen, by mui-
dering our fellow citizens within cur own juyiziiction, by
capturing and condemning cur property ; then ro other
pation by pursuing the same career, woull give vy any
substantial casse of complaint. The Berlin acd Milan
decrees, the buming and confiscation of our property, and
impressment of our seamen by France can give us no
cause of war. Itis evident tkat all the ncise and clam-
our we hear against our own gcvernment acd in favor of
foreign nations, originates from a few unprincipled ambi-
tious wen, and from commercial speculators, wio deter-
niine the policy and justice of ourlawsby calculation of
pecuniary loss and gain. If we have received no essen.
tial injury from foreign nations, which would inevitably
follow from their reasoning—then we have no sufficient
cause of war, ror can they impute pusillanimity to our
governinent for they bave no outrages to resent or revenge.
But they would have us unfurl the republican banner
azainst the imperial standard. These men are clamercus
for a war with some nation at all events, 7Tkhkey inagine
it would further their designs of weaith z2nd distinction——
that it wenld lead to an alliance fatal to the equal liber-
ties of our country. And this is their ultimate proiect.
what may be the interest of the whole is nota quesiion
with them. Altho’ we have indisputably a sufiicient cause
of war, azainst both Great Britain and France, yet it may
be wise for the present to delay a vindication of our
wrongs. Itis not the gemious of a republic to rush
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mshly into hostilities with any nation. It may. be ex.
pedient to deliberate first, whether any part of our ene-
my is vulnerable ; for if we cannot eflect her, what pros-
pect have we of vindicating our wrongs of bringing our
enemy to terms, or in fact of gaining any thing but loss,
chagrin and disappointment by war ? Let usnot be tcld
by tremtling cowards and designing traitors, that the
power of France will soon be irresistable ; and that we
must immediately denounce war against her and form an
slliance with Biitian, in order to save oursclves from ime
pending ruin.  For besides that we cannot by any practi-
cable method check at present the growth of the French
powert, and therefore any attempt for that purpose woulid
be uselsss ¢ success does not so much depend on numbers,
as upoa the principles with which enemies are actuated.
Men wers found in our revolution, who considered the
idea of resisting the apparently irresistible power of Great
Britian as the most extravagant chimera. But a provi.
dent Chatham easily foresaw the result of that contest.
He knew that men fized with a love of freedom, and their
country, who fought not for tyranny and aristocracy, but
for themselves, their property and their childven, who
were zs:embled, like Scythians around their fathers’
tombhs, were oct to be cenquered. Those who would
inspire us with a constant dread of our epemies, who
would persuade us that we must eventually submit reas-
onabiy excited our suspicions. In the revolution those
who harhored the idea of submission or compromise, who
endeavored to persuade us that it wasin vain to contend,
were apprehended as traitors. Our fathers justly reason-
ed, that if a man could be so base, as to entertain even &
thought of surrendering the rights of his country, he was
guilty of a species of tieason. And we may say with
truth, that where a mar can harbor the idea of surrender-
iug his own liberties and the sacred rights of his children,
of consigning them to a perpetual bondage, he is fit only
for treasom and murder. [fwe are ever capable of relin-
quishisg our freedom, cur bondage will be just. Let us
pause fora moment, fellow citizens, and reflect on the
destinies of our rising republic. Let the departed liber-
ties of Greece, of Carthage, of Rome, of Switzerland,
Spain, Holland and evepn of Great Britian be an admoni
tiun to our countrymen. Let us be aware of therock up
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on whieh thoy dashel. The corruption of commorze, »
the edeninacy of wealth, aristocracy and viee: Rave proe
ve:l fatal to all amcient republies. Yes my friends, the
solemn refertion anzht to be deeply and indelibly im-
pressed upon our hearts, when vice, luxury and izvorance
prevail, we shall deserve and wear those chains of slavery
an despotism, whih will be reserved for that period by
an unai.erable destiny.

LS TRORTRETHORORS SOROLL RO S RO SRR 4 4 4y

Hail! freemen, hail ! th’ eternal King above,
The only Monarch frcemen c'er can love,
With his impecial nod, and direful frown

Ivades our foes and hurls them headlong down.

Hail ! frcemen, hail ! this joyous natal day
F.xpands the heart, and with celestial sway
Wafts the ¢ choice spirits” of Americans
Totemples graced by heroes potent bands.

There festive mirth and dec’orious trinmpl firs,

As tyrants’ pomp and thrones can né’er inspire :

Rejoice and shout, ye heroes’ sons, aloud,

Thy cause is heav’n’s, and thy defender ’s GOD.
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