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ORATION &ec.

Again are we assembled to celebrate the day which
first beheld our natienal independence. On an event which
gave liberty to millions, and which millions yet unborn shall
triumphantly hail, where is the man that is .nsensible to
the joy inspired by the occasion? Who is the American that
is not proud of the ecountry which gave him birth, or whose
bosom does mot glow with gratitude and veneration to the
heroes and patriots who achieved so inestimable a bles-
sing? ‘

If this great epech in our affairs ought to awaken a gene-
rous pride in Amerieans, how should we also rejoice, my
countrymen, in reflecting that, whilst for years we have been
contemplating the fall of principalities and powers in the
old world, it is still our happy, our envied lot to be here
convened in commemoration of an event which gave birtlr
to a nation destined to form perhaps the greatest and most
stupendous empire of which the records of history ean
boast. ~ _

. It is of the illustrious men who have rendered this day
dgar to us that we are now met. to celebrats the praises. -
It is here that we shall have (v admire all that is enthu-
siastick in the love of liberty, all that is honourable either
in peint of fortitude, moderation, or humanity. To speak
of such men in those lofty strains ef panegyrick to which
their exalted virtues so eminently entitle them, is arduous
even heyond the most daring efforts of genius.—O! if I
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were endued with that ethereal spirit, that spirit of beauty,
strength, and majesty in thought and expression which can
alone qualify for the task of eommemorating this glorious
anniversary; if by the glowing words of a sublime elo-
quence, 1 could kindle in your bosoms the emotions of pa-
triotick rapture and enthusiasm whieh swelled the hearts of
our fathers upon the promulgation of our independence as
a people, then might I hope to do justice to this great sub-
jeet, to fill you with the holy inspiration of publick virtue,
and, (may I presume to say) in some slight degree, humbly
to participate myself in the immortal glory which encir¢les
and irradiates this memovable day. But this 18 a task
which [ feel is impossible. It would require u degree of
eloquence more than human to present a diseoursc suitable
to the greatness of this occasion: to speak o7 this subject
as it deserves, demands the rijfemed powers of ~onsummatc
wisdom. )

Shall ‘'we then cease to eelebrate this day, because the ef-
forts of the orator must unavoidably fall g :atly short of
perfection? Shall this the brightest eta’in the annals of a
nation be obseured by neglect, or lost Pﬂ oblivion? Shall the
torrent of timse waft on its bosom fo postenty no memo-
rials of the ewthusiistick love of freemen for an event
fraught with the most fiteresting, the most endearing re-
collections? An event which first gave them a distinguished
rank among the nations of the earth? No genius, it may
be said, can diffnse the eharm’ of novelty iver so trite a
subject: and from themee it will be concluded that the plea-
sure heretofore arisinff from it must be extinet. Not so—
the' pleasure, which attends the contemplation éf extraor-
dfiiary examples of ‘Muman‘ excellence, will never be extinct:
it will be as lasting as that heaven from whence those exam-
ples are so resplendent an emanation.
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In taking a retrospeet of the great causes of oar present
rejcicing, what princinally strikes us with admiration as
the ileading cause of this nationul festival, is the spirvit of
liberty. 'T'his noble spirit is still chervislied by the present
sace of Ameribammi. It glowed in the hearts of the great
authors of our Independence.. It burncd in the sounls of our
“nglishprogenitors, the first setilers-of these United States.
'hese progenitors, my countrymen, thanks to God for gi-
ing us such progenitors! serve for-the most part to dignily
and ennoble our origin as a nation: they may proudly chal-
lenge a compavison with the founders of any state, ancient
or modern.. Unlike the founders: of other countries which
have- been the uneceasing themc of celebration to the.poet
and the historian, unlike these founders too often the sons
of rapize whose lives have been polluted with every speeies
of abomination, our ancestors exhibit unspotted examples
of all that is heroick in enterprise, pure in morality, and
pious in religion. Trace them to the land of their nativi-
ty, and you behold them loyal, yet firee. In them good go-
vernment found liberal, enterprising and uscful citizens:
arbitrary power dreaded them as its most formidable ad-
versaries. 'Their just rights were neither to be ravished
nor stolen from them. No tricks of a-designing minister
seeking his own elevation upou the ruins of the publick
weal, no sophistical exposition of legal antiquities, no quirks
of :law could impose upon their plain, masculine understand-
ings. 'They were neither te be cheated nor reasoned out of
their rights. As the devices of a court could not delude,
de neither could its spendouds:allure them from the nobler
objects of their pursuit. No, neither. .thie pomp of courts,
nor the glare of royalty, nor the trappings of office, nor the
gew gaws, with which little minds are so extravagantly
smitten, had cver charms enough to tempt ‘hem to abandon
the intrepid vindication of theiv eivil and relizious hberties.
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To have resigned these ai the footstool of power, they were
scusible, weuld have brought upon them the contempt of an
observing world: if they relinquished these, they well knew
they would ineur the reproaches of their own honest hearts,
They would draw down upon their guilly heads the never
ending exeoration:of an innocent and a suffering posterity.
But, above all, they would offend against the great Giver of
these rights and of every other good gift. to whom they held
themselves espeeially aecountable. Animated by these con-
siderations we see them on all proper oceasions stand for-
ward as the asserters of freedem, as the determined foes to
oppressiom. . Having in defiance of persecution raised an
unconquevrable spirit of liberty in their own country, we see
them as guardian angels wing their flight to these sheres,
here to cherish and to rear that heauteous child of heaven.
What dangers and what terrours her: encompass them! the
vicissitutles of the climate, the howlings of the wilderness,
the yells of savages, added to a thousand other terrifying
eircumstances, could not appal men aetuated by their noble
views. Their woods with liberty they prefeered infinitely
before all the ease and comforts of a life purehased at the
price of bomewr.—This glorieus spirii of liberty adornmed
and fortified with the brighest of manly virtues, they have
left to us, my counirymen, as a precious inheritance. This
is the spirit which was destined in after-ages to frown arbi-
trary power into insignificance, and to break the chaims its
minions were forging for us. These are the virtues whieh
were ordained to ferm the ground-work of our federal we-
puobliean eonstitution; the boast ef Columbia, the envy and
admiration of mankind: which; when faithfully administer-
ed, promises longevity; but, whatever may be its fate,
know you will join witk me, my countrymen, in the wish
that it may flourish and endure to the end of time.

g
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Illusirious ancestors' ever-to-be-venerated forefathevs' Tt
ts to them., my countrymen, we owe our present liciiy,
Like the covenant of the Almighty wih Abrahamn, tieir
simple and virtuous lives have been the means of shedding
upon us their descendants the unnumbered and invaluahle
benefits that flow from equal laws, from good governmnent
and from rational liberty. 'The patrons and promoters of
national corruption, the pseudo-philosophers of our country
whom this teeming age has brought forth, how ougit they
to blush at their anhallowed attempts to demolish the work
of such hands! How ought they to mourn for even harbour-
ing the wish to pull down that they might behold in unsight-
ly ruins that brautiful fabrick of morals and of politicks
which their labours have so c¢n.inently con:ributed to erect!

With such examples before their eyes, it is not surpri-
s.ag that the descendants of such ancesiors should imitate,
should emulate them. The flame of liberty which the lat-
ter had kindled was kept alive by the former with the most
religious care, with the most sacred vigilance. In the
peseeful pursuit of their blameless avocations they never
lost sight of the great objects for which their rorefathers
had migrated to this then uncultivated region. No dread
of power could subdue, no love of ease relax ilie energy of
men determinedte hold property and life itself by no other
tenure than that which iiberty and law preseribed. From
the spirit of freedom which they breathed ard which they
evinced on all important occasions, it was easy to foresce
that, when the destroyer came, he must retire in confusion
and disgrace: that their él~vated minds would not stoop to
a compremise between the secure and ample enjoyment of
every civil, of every political; of every religious right,
and their utter exte. mination from the soil where they had
planted themselves. Though veaten dowa again and again
to the earth, yet would they, like Anteus, gather fresh
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estoaeverenc dor Uioccorniey from el nreny Bad Loreow-

ed their eivil and polieal esrabiistanentss Vnon che bosom
o the machier cot ey, drom scheoce thoy dres nourishe-
meat and Gife. the ronosed them-civ o enh all the teader
ness of giiial affection.  Unbapdily for doad voancey, mos
fortcunntely ®a bosoas o has peoveds and v widl he the faatg
of _vmevieans i if does not dor ever prove, the  political
destinies ol the forwer were committed to wen whose eyes
wers himd, wioze hearts vore not attined o ine harmony
which had rvesulted {rom diis codeaving relation. Going

iaadly dorwai: £ the consummation of their ridicalous pro-

jeets, thiey let sizht of tae plaivest maxims of the most

ordinary veason: swayved by wie faternal fast of domination,
they chose yathier 1o wave the seeptre of despotisp: vver 2
land of slaves, than to bind its iahabiiants as freenen
the rest of the empire by the tender chords of affcetion,
Could ihe ministers of Brita:n have atiained the sumtaie of
their wishies by coercion, they would have guined a country
~eart-brek. n,  impoeverished, ruined: instead of a people
paving them the voluntary homage of grateful attachment
{0+ stretching to them the arm of protection.  they woenld
have had 1o reverse the picture, aud contemplate a naton
hreathing hatred and yengeance towards the authors of its
woes.  Sut they were insepsible to these considerations,
they were deaf to the admonitions of their wisest stales-
men, and  their most enlightened citizens.  "The best aad
ablest men, too, in this uation, assembled in a body than
which the ample volume of history can produce nothing

rove teahy augusi. conld neither bend them by supplication,
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woi infiuence them b remonsuance. This patriotick hand
i oncu in the hearts of their countrymen, soarcd abovi
ab e les vilaes with a prouder preceminence than kiges and
princes and potentates cou’< command. Far different andecd
was this assembly from thelr parlivmentary opnosers. lu the
duliberations of the forn - was ceen wn avsemblage of ihe
gieatest qualifications whiet: a popular assemb’v ever pve.
sentod o the view of v admiring world: it was o union Hf
the highe tinfelicetus - odov ment- with the raresi awrio-
tisti, of the greatest fivmuoess with the sincerest dusire vt cou
eiliation, ob the most perfect moderation witl the wost an-
yielding spivit of liberty. Mers too was Wasl ington; whe ap-
peared, like an angel of Liglit. to cheer, te animate, aud e
preserve. With such a man, and wath such towering Gl
cafions, 1s it surprising, my countrymei, that they chouls
have united tie hands and hearts of therr cuustituents qa op-
position to the arvitrary pretensionus set up Ly their eacmics?
What an ample subject for admiration have w. in the
wisdum of this Congress, and in the uncxampled patriotism
of the people, when we see them muhing every -acrilice ol
whit ha/t. eonvenience and lashion had rewdered neccs
satv. 4 simple recommendation coming from whe former,
let iv Le spoken to the praise of their wisdovns, and of the no-
ble ardour springing {rom « love of country in the people.
wmet with o more willing obedicuce from the fatter, thuu,
in other cireumstances, a1y law armed witiv all the peualtie:
thai legistative ingenv'y could devise. A Congress bow wor-
thy of such a people; @ pe o3 )e now worthy of such a Con.
zress! To attempt the contues’ of such a nation with such
ralecs, was 1o attemspt un impossiolity. No, my rountry men,
as well, (v wse the words of a - reat wiiont,) might they have
a septed to divert the <0 teem his course, as well might
they have es ayed to overturn the v kole systein ¢f the uni-

varse as 1o sabjeet w peaple resolved e liberty or death
'
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A new era now opens upon cuf adeyving Jiew.  Ihis u.,
owes it> tmportance to the enlight. aci and peoovck tirm.
ness of a body of men illustrious foo the elevated sphercs
which they moved, illustrions Jor the confidence reposed ie
them by their fellow-citizens, transcendently 1'ustrious o+
those saving virtues with which a benign providence b
endowed hem for the benefit of their country.  Never an
ul “he n ost debasing corrnption shall have overspread i
laud. never, while viriue is in the least rever-nced amongsy
us. -hall we fail to pay the tribuie of gratitude and . uera.
tion to the immortal Congress who proelaimed cur indepen.
dence; who. on the Fourri 2¥ Juiy, one thousand, sever
hundred and seventy-six, fearlessly burst asonder tiie Lands
of a counexion, no longer henourable to freemen and in-
dignantly hurled them upon the heads of their oppressors.
Never again, my countrymen, shail we witness t!l._ pradigics
of valour and patriotism which that eventful year dipluy-
ed.  In leokiug through the vista of our future history. we
may see ourselves advancing with rapid strides to the pe:
fection of all the arts that adorn and aggrandize a nation;
but our infant exertions will never have & parailel. It wa:
in that eventful year ever-glorious to America, evir-to-be-
consecrated by the patriotick mind, that peaceful citizens:
were seen to fly to arms at the call of their country,  "ther
it was that thousands of shinirg blades gleamed over thii-
land: bladzs whose horrid glare foretold the invader tha
the ardent warriours who grasped them would never eon-
sent to Le the passive, uuresisiing victims «4 the awhitvary pe-
licy of a solfish and tyranicai minister.

Te you, my countrymen. who were specator~ oi ihw
sublime drama which was then acting npon this zrect the.
tie, to yon, in particalar, I anw address myseif.  You a-
but tco well acquainted with the calamities which then «f
flicted this unhappy land : calamities,in which more cr los



you ai! shared.  Yen saw, with »motions too big for ait
ance, cae gloom whicl dhien overcast onv politiczl horize o,

You saw how, in this year pre:cant with the future desting

(]

£ America, the genins af Tiberty veparaed, with o teuder
and nisuraful solicitude, the distyv<ces of her chosen ehil-
dren: how the efforts of these clldresn rese superior o
those distr sses: how, for a long time, every succeeding
account surpassed in terrere e melancholy tidings of we
last : how tice fortitude of your fellow-eitizens, ¢ upera-
ting with that of their rulers, supported them under cvery
eircamstinee of disuiay and horrour ; till the memoralle
hattles 0. T'renton and Princeton announced to them ihe
dawu ol bope and life and fiberty. Whilst contempiating.
with emotions of indescribable delight these affecting .
cidents, vou will tell your younger conntrymen that ihese
were the circumstances of ti:eir fathers ; who, for their
sakes, braved wounds, proscription, imprisonment and death,
in order to transmit to them the unimpaired blessings cf free
government : and, whilzt pouring inte their bosems the gene-
rous enthusiasmn with whieh your own are overflowi .g, you
will exhort thewn, come invasion fromn what quarter it will,
foreign or domestiick, never to surrender liberty but with
life itself.

Here, my counirymen, let us pausc but for a moment,
and survey this interesting scene in contrast with cthers
surely of no ordinary character. We may admire the
grandeur of nations whose fleets and armies strike terrcur
into surrounding states. We may feel admiration mingled
with terrour at beholding the shock of contending armic..
Raising our views from thi:c objeets, we may be filled with
wonder ard astonisliment at the cataract descending from
the mountains, or the projecting cliff whose lofty nmmit
chalienges pre-eminence oi the heavens themselves.  Souar-
ing yet higher in our conterplations, we may experience 2



delightfal stiilness. w @ mav e fnsprreed W oog cac. ) awe
in reflecting apon the ot Yerfud ord- v 2nd vo olioian of vy
planets. and upon the other celectial bodies w0
theiv aperations thecughout the untathomable deptus 21 space.
But no object in all ratuve, noy 1ot the whoie Jo ssing
apparatus of national po ver and magrtiicence. noi the -hock
' conteading srmies, o Ve mountuin-toiv: .t, nor the
stupendous elifft or the vau‘vd u.mament, o gloriousi-
embellished with ell its -ast piofu~wu of Cisprakable woa
ders. +an present te the moral eye a speet.. e ha!f <1 inte.
Testing oF subiims, as 4 young, brave and virtuvus scopie,
animated with the divine acdour vhiel iiberty inspiies,
*earing up in & jusc cause, with an iuuwovah.» eonstancy,
agminst he pressure of ealar:ity, and greatly resclving
seoncr to perish than y.cld the glovivus strife,

Jt was in the year one thousand, seven hundred and so-
venty-six, that our fath.rs declared their independcnee :
and, in the same year, thev achieved it.  Posterior eveuts,
it is true, had 2 ceasideruble infiuence upon the nature and
progress of the contcst. True it is, that the assistance of
the great Liead of the Honse of Bourhon had its weigh: in
the operations of our armies ; but enough had beende . in
this year by our unassisted efforts to demonstrate that inde
pendence was attainable witheut the help of that iilustrions
monarch. Tnfortumate Lewis! Little did be imagire that
an z«emnt would be mad« to transplaut the tree of liberty
upon which the heroes and patriots of our revolution had
be .iowed so mineh culture in this land, and paturalize it iu
2 seil foreign vo s growth.,  Siui less did he inagine that
it would be wutered with the tears and blood of iy er
his maocent and perseeuted house. Put flhic day of rewibu-
tiva has arrived : Frenchmen have been long tasting the
bitter fruits of their monstrous and shoeking isc.-ntiou.ness
In that ill-starred region, all ic now subject to the iron grasp
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Teoecom. tio. shoaia we chogader b we T ae e &
liwmee af the end ssoarain of norrones amd cal omities
that awall ns. 10 4 be 2eranvtcd ro conarae e wikde-shread
ravagss 2 0 T w fatal supivoveass we sip 0 G toeexert
nndi=t “hed anddesolading r 0 Peroars o g pow the e

mirs, whether foreirn o1 domestich, of wurhappracss, bre
with a fieadish delizd L overth dicsensioas that have hith rto
distrucied ws, and datter thoms bvec thas e period is noi
distont, whon, amid the storm of « . ~iie fuctions, frecdom
atist be wrecked,  Perhaps eveu now they view with an
ye off Geciausy whotevep ean tend to cherish a lese of -
berty. an wnould joviully consign thisday to oblivion. "i’hat
this 1. the temuper of tyrants, all history teschec s
What prompted the sanguinary Edward to the a -
eious and inhuman massacre of the Weleh Bards i
The reason is abvious.  Short-lived, indecd. wonid hove
been the advantages gained Ly him over thes: counivy men,
but for the bloody desteuction which he planned and ex-
ecnted ‘Fuese sons of harmeny, i the wild aud wipahishe 4y
but noble and animuaiing straias of theiv hews v art, hiy
infusing into their counirvmen sentimient ot fuct -ounded
imdepesderc - and beioich constancy. vevived o ol e
vatour, cospured thea woth 10 generoa s sola s Lo 1

dil; thaa be led iuto \".qu_l\'il}' h) then bectal ouoates, s



though finally uususeessful, contributed: m- e er - ctaslly w
check the career of conquest, thy1 all that arms and armies
and the ensigns of battle -eould acunicve. From this histe-
rical truth let us draw an instructive lesson. It ‘oes not
require the gift of prophecy to forciell, that when some
fitture Edward, peuring from ahread -his niyiviads upon our
smiling fields, shall overbear all resistanee, or some domes-
“tick tyrant, starting up from amidst the corruprion engeu-
dered by our intestine divisions, shall, with a mixtare of
frand and forve, smateh our rights and privileges away
from ws, he will begin witk extinguishing. and will leave
nothing undone to extingnish the spirit:of liberty. He wil
soon pereeive that to let even the institution of this solem-
nity remin, will be utterly incompatible with the preser-
vation of his ill.getten power. As its eontinuance weould
be a standing, bitter satire upen the slaves who forfeited
tlieir rights, so it would be at once the monument and the
reproach’ of the guilty ambition of the tyrant who held
these slaves in bondage. He would learn that the first
condition of perpetuating his success, the best means of
seeuring the fruits of his dishenest labour would be, to
obliterate “as' speedily as possible all remembrance of the
high, the happy estate from which we hwd fallen. He
would quickly disesf, and would net 'he slow to improve
the opportunity:afirded him of building rp the fabrick of
his unprineipidtd dominion wpon -the uiter oblivioa even of
the birth-day of 'liberty. -

"Purnidg from these gloomy aaticipativns. whieh prudence
would however'dictate to s pot wiiclly to shut ont ayes
upom:s lo¢ us cwniemplate, my countrymen, the grear =d-
vantages that are withim ou: reaeh, if we arc but irme'to
ourselves : ﬁgriculture. ecommerce and manufaetures which
make a nation rieh, powerful and happy. Whilst comaerce
walts to us over the pathless ocean the cunveniences and
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{uxuries of the most distant <iimes, 1t pours inte oui 4 .4p
the riehes that cireulate threaghout the vody of e staie,
and imparc te it bealth and bloom a:d vigonr It is vom-
merce, my countrymen, that is on. o' the maost powertul
agents in promoting civiiization, ast i gving to other use-
fui avts their proper aluaeat and their highest valuc.
Withoni it, experier.ce teaches us that agrieulture lan
_ guishes, and manufactures will not reach their ultimate
s.age of perfeciion. With i, thiey aft conspire, as sister-
aris in harmodious concert, to envich, to strengthen and te
civilize a nation,

These, however, are not all the advantages that flew
from commerce. It prep.ves the way for the introduetion
of those liberal nnd elegant arts that give the last polish to
a great and powerful p-aple. W hen, from the regular ope-

ratien of trade, therc is a great inflny of wonlth the 4=
sition will be natural aud ewsy from the more useful art:
to those which. judicionsly cultivated, never fail to adeu
and to refine. 'Che age of poetr, :loquence uad histery,
of sculpture, painting and architeeture will arrive, and
place America upon au cquality with the great fowntoins of
all that is grand or clegant in nature and art—wirh the
. Justly celebrated republiche of Greeee and <{vme.
! Nor dees its beneficinl iviuence stop here. Commerce
'§s the nurscry of 2 hiwrdy vace of mariners, who, - 5 1 prace
_they are instrumental in executing the plans of mercantile
t snterprize, are feund In war the willing and intrepid asser-
ters of llieir country’s causv.—it formed a most important
«part of the administration of & school of politicians, to
whom was onee committed the scepire of authority, which,
» need not declare, they swayed with unfading henowy to
‘themaseives, with lasting advantage tc their country. to
-cherisii commesce ; for which purposc they founded and
- pairenized a nuvy as it natural and only proteetor. This
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nGivy ,"nm.g-h Fatin its intages, though maost eelly sreates
in itg crewth, at onc dme smwie the proud .o of
T rance. and ut sosterday husabled the  igant na, - o
” .. . b . A N L. . N [ 8] 3

RANTHRTS et fo aeko vemenis are 66 wedl hnown o d

tehratc 5 neea auy commentary.  hey huve Homnmae oo
Looooovas wiih ore blaze O thelr efulgent cdory, Fhev
Fave penred on. a radiance, tiey have shed o bustre v
the vinedicte aetors in those britliant seenca. Lad rporn
the nation @ ar sent such hervees fvrth to batt’e. 200 oy
nuve the sens of Columbin displayed apon the wao s el
arent Joeds werthv of their sives . already ha- ~be prodas ¢
men whose goo ot exploits will swell the poet’s son: ae ey

wiii f o recorded and paneg rized by the his.oriaa and s

v It

arator,  TVhat thougi disaster new and then belid .o,
whot thanghl she ie anst excemnt from the vicisciudes tha,
cecompasy eveey thisg human, the day will acoiv onea
as befae, her canvass wilh whiten cvery scas wh . by
fag v ol wave ddetoriocs nnon very innin. Rejoive Colom
bia: futare c2e- shial yot hail thee mi-tiess of the Geean
and reiumplaney exelamm

“Th march s e the moun.ain-wave:

Thy home 1+ ou the deer”

‘Transported with the vico, the lover of national exeeilenes
and glory 35 strongly imoelied to g vent 1o his entliroasin
1z the inspiring Yay of the greso Bard of Mot

Palta seela cuivite

et - L5 EATRFUR T: XA CLETY TPRY (29 ESORCS

Thus. iy copnd aer wiip ! she peis the’ 5 ieer aad

agrvandize, vl St virtue oo faueis o @oaetion,
wion thne bl heve rabarest uso we Ly presoat ke tuiure
ages the vape wod avrest pectaele of o a0 o mpirs on
Joyng eleganes withers Juvapvl oocer wooed s

and Iib(‘ YW thgat Piepton neass



