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TO HIS EXCELLENCY

Benjammn Franklin, Efq.

Prefident; -

Aﬁd to all the Honourable Member:
of the Supreme Executive Council ot
the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania.

#

GENTLEMEN,

AT is with deference and :yi‘if:em
Su ﬁfcmm perbaps, to reuder even intru-
Jon excufed, that I have prefumed to
infcribe the follewing little piece to fo
very refpeftable a body.

THE true fpirit of laws, tn thetr prin-
czp/e, as well as operation, and the [pi-
rit of our religion, oppofe not, but con-
fociate with, oie another. T/Jff teachers
of the latter, Jheuld ever regard tie
j&z!’fix/ confervators and executers of the
former, ns friends to both; and pre-
eminertly the Miniflers of God, and the
Bensfaitors of mai.

To
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To You, under Divine Prawdmca,
the citizens of this commonwealth imme-
diately look up for the propitious influence
of wife, impartial government. T hey
know, your objelt is, their firm poffeffron
and enjoyment of freedom, peace, and
an L’Nj)t’lﬂ(/f(! Jweet egzmlz'zjr T/)e_y krow,
yout wifls them to excel in virtue, in order
that they may excel in charaller and hap-
j)ll.!g/j.

Mar the biffory of Penniylvania,
through the ages to come—be the hiffory

of Patriots, and of an enlightened, undi-
vided, great, and good people !

I am,

Gentlemen,

Your obedicnt, and

: - moft dutiful [ervant,

Sam. M. agaw.

PHIL.:\DELPH[A,}
Augufe 4, 1780,
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DruTERONOMY XXXill. 20,

Happy art thou, O Ifrael : who is like unts thee ; O

people faved by the Lord, the fhield of 1hy help,
and who is the fword of thy e.xczl/emy /

HESE very words, with one or two beau-
tiful verfes preceding them, have been
fixed on, in our church, to intfoduce the

Sfervice of the day: a circumftance engaging me,
by prediletion, to make them the ground of what
I have now to ofter.

No man did ever poflefs more piety, and real
patriotifin united,  than Mofes, the venerable
condutor and lawgiver of the fons of Jacob.
From thefe heroic principles, he refufed the dig-
nities and wealth of Egypt: he chofe rather, for
the people’s welfare, to take his fhare in every
difficulty and danger they had to conlli& with.
For their advancement too in that celeftial wifdom
which was to infure their happincfs, and to pro-

long
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long their days within the promifed land,—*¢ his
doftrines inceflantly dropped as the rain, his
fpeech diltilled as the kindly dew, as the {mall
rain upon the tender herb, and as the thowers
upon the grafs.”® They found in him, an able
head, a warm afte@ionate heart, and an amaz-
ingly powerful hand; for the God of lfrael was
with him.
»

I'r is not very cften that a true hero or patriot
is born, or that men are railed up #//uftrions for
great and good actions in the world. Of the
names that have been {ounded loud and high by
the breath of fame, more have been as {courges,
and a curfe to mankind, than any benefit or blef-
{mg.

RearL ufefulnefs both in the fmaMer, and the
larger circles of life, depends chiefly on upright-
nefs of intention, fincerity, and goodnefs : and it
can only be expefted from greatnefs of ability,
when that greatnefs goes in connection with goed-
nefs.—Yet, let it be remembered, for the corfo-
lation of virtue, and her fupport, among whatever
order of the pecple, or clafles, fhe may be found,
that, no labour of love, no a&t of bencficence, not
even the fient breathings of an honeft heart
alcending from the lonelieft cottage in the land,

and
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and withing to draw down grace and bleflings on
the public—fhall ever, in the fight of heaven, be
difregarded or forgotten.

TuEe chapter before us contains, “ the blefling
wherewith Mofes-the man of God blefled the chil-
dren of Ifrael before his death.”

His miniftry and divine legation were foon to
clofe : they had been fulfilled with diftinguifhed
fidelity, and attended with fuperlative fuccels.
Tﬁe numerous people of whom he had the charge,
had now pafled through the tedious dangers of the
wildernefs, and were near their entry into the
promifed land. The only barrier that remained,
was Jordan. Over this, however, he was not to

go himfelf.

PreEPArRATORY to the refignation of his high
truft, to Jothua his fucceflor ; and his afcent unto
the top of Pifgah——having adjuited every great
concern, and given his laft folemn charge to that
people whofe profperity was ever near his heart;
he annexes thereunto a parting benedition. This
had a refpeét, not only to the nation at large, but

to every tribe diftintly and particularly conti
dered.

THE
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Twue ftile is, in part, prophetic ; defcriptive of
their feveral future fortunes and conditions: the

fpirit and manner of the whole is exceedingly
fublime and animated. |

HE fets out with commemorating that inftance
of the divine goodnefs which concerned the United
- States of Ifrael, in general, (being a common blef-
fing to them all,) the Almighty’s revelation of
his mind and will to them, and the manifeftation
of his continual glorious prefence, and conde-
lcending providence. ¢ The Lord came' from Si-
nai and rofe up from Seir unto them: he fhined |
- forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten
thoufands of faints: from his right hand went a
law given them out of the midft of fire.”
““ Yea, he loved the people.” ————-He owned
them for his fon, and his firft-born; he confti-
tuted them a venerable holy nation; re-eftablifh-
ed them under his ipecial care, that he might
inftrut, and render them eminently happy.

}

He forthwith proceeds to notice the preferva-
tion of the delcendants of Reusen; to foretell
their profperaus condition, though they were not
fo confiderable in refpet of numbers as fome
other tribes. ¢ Let Reuben live, and not.die; and

let not his men be few.”_ ‘_
Qimeon



Lo

~ Simeon” does not appear to be. exprefsly menti-
oned here, mafmuch as [accordmg to fome expo*
fitofs] “that tribe Was mcludcd in Judah, and
“ their inheritance’ was blended with the inheri-
tance.of _]udah But {t feems more probable that
Slmeon fharestin the benedl&mn of ‘the firft men-

tioned: pafharch and fo! hlS record ftands i in fome
ancient’ coples of thls booR. oo T

. - * :‘ ' -
- -‘r .."l' “i , ! l

“THE pre-emment fehcuy of JUDAH is rioxt ob-
fetved—ies? 'Hear, Lord the voice of Judah, and
bring him unto his pcople : let his hande be fufx
ficient for hun and be thoﬁ an help to hnn flom
h1s enemles. SOTRRMIRE N

.- o

.f’

Titd déﬁgﬁatlon and privileges of LEVI do next
take place.” “ ¢ Let thy Thummlm and thy Urini
be wnth thy- holy One.”- Let there be continu-
edin- this tribe the facred prleﬂhood—-the exalted
honout alo of cdnfultmg heaven, and recéiving
divirie inftru&ion by the High Prieft, in relation

%o the pubhc welfare ; or, make them uPnght and
faithful, “as"well as able and dlfcernmg in the ful-
filmerit of then truft; < They thall teach Jacob
thy ]udgmen}s, and Iftael thy law : they fhall put
incenfe before thee, and whole burnt offerings
upon thine altar. Blefs, Lord, his fubftance, and
accept the work of his hands.”

B THE
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THE next in their order are Benjamm, ¢ The
beloved of the Lord,” ﬂwdling in fafety, and co-
vered with the prefence of his glory all the day
long ;——Josspu poflefling a delightful, fertile
country, blefled of the Moft High, *¢ for the pre-
cious things of heaven; for the precious things
brought forth by the funand moon; for the chief
things of the ancient mountains;’’ and for the
kindiy produce of the earth, and the fulnefs there-
of ; and for the goodnefs of him that dwelleth in
the heavens, and revealed himfelf in glory in the
burning bufh.

THueN follow ¢ the ten thoufands of Epu-
rRAIM, and the thoufands of Mawassen 3
¢ ZEBULON rejoicing in his going out, and Issa-
cHARr in his tents”’—inviting the people to the
facred mountain to worfhip in the houfe of the
Lord ; GAD in poffeflion of an ample inheri-
tance, and prefently enlarging it; dwelling in
much fafety, though encompailed with enemies;
¢ coming with the chiefs of the people—execut-
ing the juftice of the Lord, and his judgments
with Ifrael™ ; Dax endowed with the cou-
rage of “ a young lion, and leaping from Ba-
fhan”’ : NapdaTaALI ¢ [atisfied with favor,
and full with the blefling of the Lord” ; and,

laitly, AsHEeR, happy in 2 numerous beautiful off-
ipring ;
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{pring ; acceptable to his brethren ; nourifhe:
.with plenty ; fuftained with power; embellithed
with delight ; favoured with numerous days, and
a proportional increafing ftrength.

lllll

Havinc in this elevated defcriptive manner,
charaQerifed the flate of each particular tribe;
and pronounced in favour of them, diftin&t pecu-
liar benedi®tions,——he throws int6 one grand
view, their general felicity, by reprefenting the
whole people as diftinguithed from every other, in
having the moft perfe® all-glorious Being, for
their Father, their Friend, their Saviour, their
God; in poflefling, under his gracious providence,
every thing that could make them profper ;—en-

fured of viftory, freedom, plenty, peace.
¢ There is none like urto the God of Jethurun,

who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in
his excellency on the fky.”—— The eternal
God is thy refuge, and underneath are the ever-
lafting arms: and he fhall thruft out the enemy
from before thee, and fhall fay, Deftroy them.—
Iirael thall then dwell in fafety alone : the foun-
tain of Jacob fhall be upon a land of corn and

wine; alfo his heaven fhall drop down dew.”
Happy art thou, O Hrael : who is like unto thee,
O people faved by the Lord, the fhield of thy help,

and who is the fword of thy excellency!

THE
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- THE confiderations I fhall now dwell on a little
while; deduced particularly from this laft recited
paffage, are the following—: |

THAT a nation, "or people, counfelled, protett-
ed, and aflifted by the Almighty God, muft un-
doubtedly be great and happy.:

TuaT the only way in which a people can le-
cure and perpetuate this heavenly aid and favour,
- is in the extenfive, general obfervance of purity
and virtue :

THAT to retain a conftant, deeply imprefled
{enfibility of the care of Providence and the fmiles
of Heaven ; and to exprefs this often in the moft
public general manner, muft have an excellent
cffet upon the public manners and condult.—

TrEese matters will diretly lead us to what
concerns ourfelves at this day;—to review the
paft—to attend to the prefent—to look forward to,
the probable future. fortunes of this rifing country.

I. THE divine moft blefled Being, whofe pro-
tetion and grace fthed peace and goodnefs around
individuals—doth often manifeft himfelf to a peo-
ple in their national capacity, as a crown of

glory,
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glory, and a diadem of beauty.”” Before him, in
deed, ¢ all nations are, comparatively, as nothing;,
and they are counted to him, lefs than nothing and
‘vanity.” Yet doth he ¢ humble himfelf to be-
hoid the things that are on the earth, as well as in
the heavens.”” He, whofe knowledge and fuper-
intendence are fuch, that the very hairs of dur:
head are all numbered; and even a fparrow falls
not to the ground ‘without his order, the fame
grcat Arbiter of every event, continually watches
over the kingdoms and nations of the world,
either to ¢¢ build and to plant,”” and to caule them
to profper; or elfe ¢ to pluck up, and to break
down, and to throw down, and to deftroy, and to

affli&t.”

THE grand extenfive object of his various works
and ways, is, the completé eftablifhment of per-
fettion and happinefs. Through the revolution
of numerous periods, this his illuftrious work is
carrying forward. All the occurrences and inci-
dents that happen in the world; the feveral caufes
whetl.er natural or moral, with their eTets re-
{pectively, that any where take place, aie no other
than inftruments, under his controul, for the ad-
vancement of his purpofe: and, even where they
appear not to the human eye to have that tenden-

CY,
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cy, his over-ruling power continually conduls
them to it. * .

Tue haman fpecies, by the‘appoil'ltment of the
Creator, being parcelled into nations ; and, coniti-
tuting, according to fituation, times, and circums
ftances, diftin& (tates, kingdoms, and communi-
ties ; - whatever is applicable ta individuals, confi-
dered as agents in the divine hand, may hkewife
be applied to thofe public bodies, though ftill in a

larger view.

As to the Almighty’s arrangement, and provi.
dential allotment of gifts and qualifications, we
may- difcern a very clear analogy between the [late.
of individuals, and of nations: In the cafe of the
former, the allotments are various, and of different
degrees ; fo it is with the Jatter: And in regard
to both, this maxim will always hold fure, that
where much is given, the more (in point of duty
and excellence) will be required.

It is in a national capacity, and within the dif-
tri€ts of civil fociety, that men are capable of the
greateft good, and have the opportunities of prac-

tifing the moft extenfive virtues.
Theirs ¢ are the plans of policy and peace,
To hive like brothers, and conyunctive all,
Embellith life.”’ e .

It
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Yt is' here that humanity, benevolence, charity, can
be(t have their.generous operation : Itis here, men
learn to live, and alfo are taught to die, not to
themfelves alone. It is here, that God is beft feen
and adored, the ¥riend of mdlvxduals-—the guar-
dian ‘God of nations. _ - -

NO.'W, Eh_t:_n_fig_l_n__hxs_m.fe_pmﬂde.nce,_m_m.

fwer, and, as it were accelerate the completion of
his gracious plans, chufes that this people, or the
other, fhould eminently grow in power; poffefs
extenfive territory ; enjoy a happy equality ameng
themfelves ; -a reafonable well-confirmed freedomj
and withal, pradife, and hold up to the world, a
religion pure and undefiled ;—the various circum-
ftances relating to their earlier, or more advanced
condition, he watches over, and manages . for
good ; a Ipirit of general wildom, wconomy, and
prudence, he infpires; defenders of the public weal,.
able, determined, and faithful, he raifes up and
ftrengthens ; events feemingly difaftrous, be con-
- trouls, and renders falutary ;—in dangers he ena.
courages them ; in conflits he is their ftay; and
in the time of affluence and fafety, their joy and
their crown.

In this way did he peculiarly reveal and ex-

prefs his excellencies to Ifrael of old; fo did he
conduct,
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condu&, inform, magnify, and: blels: the childre
of ¢ Abrahan his friend,” in all things whick they
‘wzited upon him.for; and as long as their depen+ .
dence.on his fole power and goodnefs was. dutiful-
ly fhown in ardent piety, :and . uniform obedience.
~——¢ Happy art thou, ‘O Hrael : who fsdikeiun-

to thee, O people faved by the Lord the fhield of
thy help ? N

II. Iam led nowto thn. next conﬁderatlon, That
the only. way by which a people can afcertain; and
render durable the Divine affiftance and. blefling,

is, by attending duly to the unfelgned praé‘tzce of
holinels and virtue. ~ - . * |

IT is an- eftablithed maxim in- the ‘order. of
things, and of very high authority, that, ¢ Righ-
teoufnefs exalteth a nation,”” but ¢ Six is :a peo-
ple’s reproach.”’s——As naturally- as. correfpon-
dent effets flow from their immediate caufes 3 fo
doth the happinefs, or mifery of nations; fpring
from virtue, or vice. That behaviout in the mem-
bers of {ociety, which is confonant to truth, regu-
larity, uprightnels, purity, muft, unqueftionably,
give to all their affairs, the happieft adjuftment
- and difpofition ; place them on the firmeft foot- -
ing, and infure to them the moft fuccefs. Con-
forming to the rules of charity and goodnefs, they

cannot "
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¢anriot but advance ‘each others eafe and comfort :
maintaining juftice inviolate ; adhering to a can-
did, impartial, difinterefted condu& invariably——
obferving temperance, frugality, together with an
ariimated diligence in all things ; efpecially vene-
rating meft fincerely the Supreme Lord of the fo-
cial fyftem; they muft, with a colle&ted, noble
operation, build up, and render beautiful, the fa-
bric of public happinefs.

Tue wife and gracious Ruler of the umverfe,
delights in holinefs and virtue.
¢ Whatever he delights in mult be happy.”’

A temper, and fuch manners as refemble, in fome
confiderable degree, his eflential goodnefs, purity,
and love, is that alone which bleffes, and renders
slorious an individual ; the fame will blefs and
glorify a number of individuals ;—it is this which
makes us happy, fingly confidered; it is this
which will make us fo, colleCtively. |

WE find the fafety of ftates and countries in all
ages, runnifig parallel with the obfervance which
they paid to the Divine Being and his laws. Reli-
gion and piety, even in countries where their true
objefts were unknown, had, we find, a propitious
influence upon the public concerns: They fixed a

reftraint upon the paflions of the people;  they
C {trengthened



Foo3 ]

ftrerigthened and preferved their union; they
heightened their moral fenfe ;. increafed their ideas
of a. common intereft ; gave them a confidence
the time of dangers; firmnels under triaks; 2 Mo~
defty and temperance amidét their fuccefles. The
moft flourithing periods of ancient Greece andl Rome,
were thofe, in which a regard to the Powers fup-
pofed to be above them, and the praftice of thew
religion, even fuch as it wasy drd molt obtain.

In that land where the true objet of teligious
worfhip was known ; where the only living God
had been pleafed to manifeft his perfedions, and
his will,—the connetion betwéen piety and happi-
nefs, was erninently confpictious ; the direét rela-
tion fubfifting between obedierice to thie heavenly
orders, and the profperity of the people; was eve-
ry where difcerned and felt.

You cannot be ftrangers to the great and good-
ly promifes held up to Ifrael, grounded on this
condition, that they ¢ fhould hearken diligently
unto the voice of the Lord their God, to obferve
and to do all his commandments.”” As citizens
conneétéd with the public—as nrembers of domel-
tic fociety—as venerable tillers of the ground—
pofleffors of flocks and herds, and owners of vari-
ous property—as warriors too, called forth at

times
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times to guard and defend their country ;=—in
every place, in every circumftance; and whatever
rank or character fuftaining, they were to be {uc-
cefsful and happy. ¢ Blefled fhall thou be in the
city, and bleffed fhalt thou be in the field ; blel
fed when thou .comeft in, and when thou goe_fk
out.——The Lord fhall caufe thine enemies that
rife up againft thee, to be {mitten before thy face.
~ He fhall command the ‘blefling upon thee in thy
ftore-houfes, and in all that thou fetteft thine hand
unto.——He fhall eftablifh thee an holy people

unto himfetf."

Now thefe things are for an example and encou-
ragement to all nations which were to come after ;
—meanwhile, the evils threatened, -the vexation,
rebukes, and manifold calamities which did en-
fue, nupon the general difobedience and ingratitude
of that people, exhibit an awiul warning

III. A particular yet remaining ta be confider-
ed, is as follaws,

TrAT to maintain a conftant deeply-impreffed
fenfibility of the care .of Providence, and the fa-
vour .of Heaven, in regard to the affairs of mnati-
ons, as well as individuals; and to exprefs the
fame frecuently in .the meft :public gratetul man-

ner,
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ner, tendeth to fhed the happieft influence upon
the public meafures and behaviour.

MosT certainly, that God whao ¢ is not far from
every one of us”’~—in whom ¢ we live, and move,
and have our being,”” we ought in every thing to
{fee, acknowledge, and adore.~——A prevalling
‘perception of his prefence, grace, and excellen-
ces, attended with fuch manners as that percep-
tion invariably produces, muft conftitute felicity,

wherever it is found. A fenfe of God, and its de-
lightful fervent operations, can alone conftitute

folid peace and pleafure.

THAT which holds true in this matter, with re-
ipect to one or another of the human kind, may be
transferred, as applicable to any number: that
which can eftablilh you, or me, in real quiet, fe-
renity, and blifs, and produce as it were, a pa-
radife regained, 1n each {fmaller circle to which we
more immediately belong ; can do the {fame to
multitudes—, can conftitute the peace, the order,
the profperity of confederated millions.

Is 1t not therefore defirable——-is .it not indif-
penfably neceflary, for the general welfare, that
this divine fenfe thould prevail wide and far? that,

at the leaft, the major part of every community
and
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and ftate thould poffefs its fulnefls, and fhow its
- power ?——The more they know of God and his
ineftimable fayours, the more will they admire and
love him; and the higher this admiration and this
love,—the more uniform, exalted, and pure, the
returns will be of acknowledgment and praife.
And it muft then follow, that the State will flourifh
In proportion.

Tre Almighty Patron and Friend of pious 1in-
dividuals—the God of Abraham, of Ifaac, and of
Jacob, was the God of lirael as a nation; and he
1s at all times the God and Guardian of every na-
“tion and ftate, that pays a due refpett to his fuper-
intending rule and majefty. Caufes and eflelts
are intirely at his command. Every circumf{tance,
and every event, either by its immediate or ulti-

~ " “maté operation, proves fubfervient, under him, to

his divine purpofes. It i1s He who alone can com-
mand a blefling upon the counfels of a people, or
- confound their devices ; who can ftrengthen and
exalt them; or diminifh and bring them low:
who can open the heavens in their beauty, and
fhower down the abundance of his treafure; or
{hut them up in blacknefs, and fend forth the ter-
rors’of his anger. It is He who brings health and
plenty {fmiling through a land—or bids the pefli-

lence to cleave to the inhabitants, and famine to
puriue
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purftie them until they are confumed: It is He
who gives them the vitory in battle; or caufes
them to flee, or fall before their enemies.

In the feafons of public diftrefs and evil, as it is

. .a people’s duty to humble themfelves very deeply,

and to exercife moft folemn penitence; fo, when
it doth pleafe the Almighty ta crown the public
with his benefits,—a general fenfe of gratitude,
returns of -thainkful_nefs, in fome degree proporti-
onal, muft, In every view, be decent, becoming,
requifite | | '

“ O that men would therefore praife the Lord
for his goodnefs ; and declare the wonders that he
doth for the children of men! That they would
exalt him aifo in the congregation of the pegple;
and praife him in the feat of the elders!”

THeRE are bleflings which fpeak with a diftin-
guifhed energy ;—which fill the foul with new,
increafing pleafure,—which fpread diffufively their
influence and eftets; adapted alfo to produce,
and juftly laying claim to, the devouteft praife of
every member of fociety. Surely nothing fhould
obftru&t, or in any degree reftrain, the Ipirit of
holy praife, the exercife of lively thankfgiving
“ unto God even the Father, in the name of our

Lord
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Lord Jelfus Chrift:” elpecially as he, whofe preci-
dus merits give influence to the fighings and the
{orrows of a conttite heart, and render ftill accep-
table every requeft of the penitent and holy wor-
fhipper,—renders their rhankfgivings alle divine,
and fits the lovely facnifice for prefentation before
the throne of the excelient glory.

IF then fuch pious fenfibility were cultivated,
and kept awake ;~—were it happily to fpread a-
broad, and te become general ; and at every pro-
per fealon to be exprefled in fervent united afts of
focial worthip; the people among whom it {o pre-
vailed, muft profper—the difpofitions fufceptible
of happinefs would grow upon them—; the tem-
per difqualifying men for it, would deeline ;—the
virtues which adorn fociety would all revive;—
the vices which difgrace it would languifh and
die;—order, tranquility, and peace would be fe-
eured ; freedom would be eftablifhed; and the

trueft dignity and glory afcertained.

~ Iw the courfe of thefe feveral confiderations, I
tarmot deoubt, my honoured audience, but that
you have been making, as we went along, fome
aleful improveinent of them. You could not but
perceive the relation which they bear in fundry re-
Ipects, to our own circumftances as a people, at

the
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the prefent period. This indeed I have fteadily
kept in view, from my firft fetting out, and
through the whole of what hath been fuggefted.—

To be yet more particular and exprefs, may have
its benefit.

THe fpecial purpofe of our affembling now, you
are all acquainted with. It is to recognife the
Divine Superintendence in an event perhaps of as
extraordinary magnitude as ever marked the an-
nals of the world. It is, in the {pirit of devetion to
the Moft High, and of good will towards mankind,
to celebrate the memory of a day, from which our
future fortunes are likely to derive a permanent
complexion and eftablifhment :—a day on which
were laid, by the auguft Fathers of their country,
‘ the perpetual foundations of peace, liberty, and
fafety.”

Tue morning of this anniverfary, now the tenth
in the courfe of revolving years, fince the ever-
memorable =ra, hath, with an undiminifbed joy,
poured its radiance from yonder fkies.—Its blith-
fome hours waft bleflings on their wings. ¢ The
mountains and the hills break forth into finging.’’
A glory fhines around : and the Recording Angel
flies to report, and write in heaven

ANUTHER TEAR OF TREEDOM TO A4 WORLD.
AFFECTION
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ArrecTiON for the land we live in, muft, at
the leaft, be an innocent paflion. The Amor
Patrie, a fteady, glowing, difinterefted love for
one’s country, hath, by the wife and good in eve-
ry age, been held in cftimation. This, as Ame-
ricans, we cultivate with ardor, in perfeét confift-
ency, I truft, with the genius of the blefled gof-
pel, and undivided from a facred regard to the
rights of all the kindreds of the earth. We wifh,
dependent upon none but the God of nations, to
rife and profper; yet, we with not this profperity,
—heaven forbid! to the difadvantage, much lefs
upon the ruins, of any people.

WHILE we adore and blefs the power of the
Lord, for the revolution that hath taken place, it
ts in perfect perfuafion, that it will ifflue in the
nobleft confequences; it is, in a confcioufnefs
‘“ void of oftence” t- wards the people from whom
we feparated ; it 1s, in clear conviction, that #/c
very time was come, for our afluming a diftinct,
perfonal rank in the family of nations ; 1t is, in
the expenience, that religious and civil liveriy go
hand in hand.

I FrEL no inc'ination for refinement on a {ub-
je€t of this kind. Conjecture I would fhun, as
rather fruitlefs : and, the pofiible entertainment of

D a {pecuiating
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a fpeculating fancy, willingly foreéo. Matters of
unqueftionable fa&, alone, and the conféquences

they are likely, in their nature, to draw after them,
are to our purpofe.

MeTHiNKs I fee (and furely you difcern with
equal clearnefs) caufe in abundance, to excite
pleafure and exalted expettation j;—though fome,
I muft confels, for apprehenfion not fo pleafing,
and for regret.——=In the diftinguithed aid and
countenance of heaven, direting public meafures,
particularly at the conjuncture which we are looking
back to; and in the condudt, {till, of an #/iyfri-
ous few, we find the one: In a deficiency of mea-
fures fince, to complete the {yftem of our happi-
nefs; and in a too general want of virtue among
the people, we can trace the others But, I for-
bear to bring forward, at this time, any thing that
might cloud the hopes we would moft fondly
cherifh.

From the very rife of an arduous conteft,—in
what degree the counfels of America were illumi-
nated from above; what {fpecial benediftion and
fuccels attended the execution of them,—it is un-
neceffary, minutely to delcribe.

WHETHER we take a retrofpedtive view of the

hott
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hoft . of dangers that have at times environed us,
yet . feafonably were difpelled;—our weaknefies,
that have improved into ftrength ;—refources few
and inconfiderable, growing into refpetability ;—
occurrences difaitrous on our fide, foon ifluing in
our gain ;—{uccefles boafted of as brilliant on the
part of our opponents, quickly terminating in their
lofs and difappointment ;—and I may add, events
numerous, diverfified, fhedding a pofitive renown
upon the continental federal proceedings, as pled-
ges which befpoke the haftening full profperity of
that great country we inherit ;—an all thele cir-
cumfltances and particulars, ’tis obvious beyond
a queftion, that ¢ underneath were the everlafting
arms,”’—that the Lord was the fhield of our help.

In connection herewith, and in relation to the
fame grand objelts, and the Divine Arbiter of all,
we place in the lilt of bleflings—the tranquillity
we enjoyed, even in the midft of war; the plenty
that crowned the labours of the hufbandman; the
fhare of commerce flowing to, and from, our feve-
ral ports ; the means and opportanities of profi-
table knowledge, efpecially divine ;——the. amity
confirmed, on principles of mutual good, between
this country, and fome of the greatelt powers of
the earth ; the valour, perfeverance, and fine order
of the foldiery ; the judgment, magnanimity, and

enterprile
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enterprife of the generals, and others in command ;
the temperance and humanity which adorned their
victories ; the peace definitive that was agreed

to, and an undifputed pojfeffron of our liberties and
inaependsnce. *Such are' the accumulated fadts and

occurrences, dignif)"‘ing the mighty bufinefs we
have had in hand. |

‘THE lines having fallen unto us in pleafant places,
and our heritage being fo goodly; the prefervation
and perfeétion of thefe bleflings, fhould now be
our leading aim. We can preferve and perfet
them, only by revering their Great Beftower, and
practifing the virtues which he hath commanded,

and delights 1n.

SENaToRrs, and GUARDIANs of this rifing
Republic! Your abilities and noblenefs of mind
allow you not to doubt, that the felicity of a
country depends on the virtue of its inhabitants ;
and the virtue of its inhabitants, on their being
endued with a pure and manly piety. Unlefs the
Divine Being hath the hearts of the people,~——
your laws will be confidered as ungraciocus re-
{traints ; they will never fweetly draw, and ration-
ally bind their affections. Unlefs their principles
be rendered uncorrupt, and their morals puré,

vour very beft contrived fyftems of policy—vour
moft
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moft approved forms of government—your wifeft
plans of union and confederation, will never in-
fure to. the Public, {tability, or happinefs. Honour
and recommend the religion therefore which con-
{titutes the people’s wifdom and welfare, by making
them fear God; this will give your inftitutions
an hold 1n their judgments and confciences, that
no other principles can effect. Fix the credit
of Chriftianity among them, and fpread its glory
by the luftre of Your Examples.

You arec i1n

CITIZENS OF THESE STATES!
pofleflion of an extenfive, nobic country. TFertihity
and beauty vie with each other, in favour of your
eafe, accommodation and delight. TFreedom, with
its train of multiplying bencfits, 1s here eftablifh-
ed as your own. LEvery avenuc to national im-
portance, and the felicity of individuals, is oper
ed wide. You will not be unmindful, I truft,
of the mighty Giver of this wonderful profperity.
It 1s in cbeying the God of your Fathers, that you
will find his ancient mercies renewed ; and all
that have been lately beftowed, entailed upon you
for ever. Your fafety, your righteoufnefs, and
unchangeable excellency, will be in a conver/fation

fuch as becometh the gofpel. Proceed in every thing
that is juft, and venerable, and praife-worthy.
Go on to love and cherifh one ancther, as mem-

bers
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an,

bers: of the fame illuftrious Family. Let your Union
be indiflolvable ; and its Bond all the virtues that
can adorn humanity. Se will you, and your chil-
dren’s children after you, ¢ SING WITH GLAD-
NESS FOR JAcCOB, AND SHOUT AMONG THE CHIER
OF THE NATIONS. =

F I N I §&

¢ Page 12, line 1y, for manners rzad meafures.



