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AT the defire of the inhabitants of this town, we pre-
{ent you with their thanks, for the ingenious and patriotic

Oration by you this day pronounced, and requeft 2 copy

for the prefs.

NOBLE EVERITT,
BENJAMIN FEARING, 2 Commitice.
ROWLAND LEONARD.

Doftor Joun hlacxis.

mrm——— A et ———

GENTLEMEN,

Tre thanks by you communicated, are gratefully ac.
cepted, and in compliance with the polite requeft, a copy
of the Oration, this day pronounced, is delivered to you
for publication—accompanied by the hope of the Author,
that the fhort notice for preparation may, in fome de-
gree apologize for its defe@s.

JOHN MACKIE.

Rev. Nesrx Everrre,
Bengamin Fearine and Commitice.
Rowraxp Lroxarp, Efgs.
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AN
ORATION, &
Haec olim meminifit fermper juvabit. Virau.
Partnds AnD Fistow-Crrittns,
diQates of texfon and pattioti{m units, in

evincing us of the importance of proferving
dld tranfmitting to péfierity, the remembrance
of thatday, which gave birth to our national Inde-
pendence. Imprefled with thefe fentiments we
have ndw affembled to commemorate the moft
important era, ih the hiftory of our nation—to
celebrate an anniverfay, which ought ever to be
coniecrated to the joys of freedom, and facred te
the caufe of liberty—the day, in which, the citi-
gensof thefe United States,then Colonies of Great
Britain, difencumbered themf{elvesof the thackles
of depeadence ; burft afunder the bands of fervi-
tude ; roft to an exalted ftatiog; and enrolled
them{elves amongft the free and indépendent na.
tions of the earth.
OrTEN, on fimilar occafions, have Demofthe-
nian oratory, and Cicerontan cloquence defcrib-
ed, in glowing terms, the memorable events of
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our revolution—a revolution fo glorious in its
confequences, and {o happy in its effects, that it
ftands unparalleled, in the whole hiftory of man;
from that period, when the Almighty’s breath
animated the firft lump- of. clay, down the long
feries of ages unto the prefent day. ¢ Our pride
has been heightened, our paffions warmed, and
our patnotxfm kindled, by the fplendid picture of
a nation ;”’ untutored in the favage art of human
butchery; deftitute of almoft every means of de-
fence ; and, at firft, unaided by any friendly and
powerfu‘ alliance ; but relying.on the Jnftnefs of
her caufe, and lookmg to the God of armies for
affiftance, nobly difdaining to - comply with the
unjuft demands of a potent nation; boldly con-
tending for her unalienable rights ; bidding. defi
ance to the fuperior ftrength and inexhauftible re-
fources of her ‘ennmy, and yet, finally, rifing viGc-
rious from the ruins of along, cruel, and bloedy
war, to freedom, profpa ity, and happinefs. “The
canvas of the painter, the pen of the poet, and
the tongue of the orator, have already immortal-
1zed every fcene” of that great drama, which was
opened upon the green of Lexington, and dofed
upon the plains of Yorktown. Already has Fame
founded to the remoteft corners of the earth, and
. regiﬂ.ered, on the golden fcroll of immortalis
ty,” both the names and characters of our reve:
lutionary heroes; many of whom have long
fince, defcended to the mouldering caverns of the
dead, there, in awful filence, to mingle - with
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their native duft, having left to their pofterity
an ineftimable patrimony, purchafed by their
wifdom, their virtues, and their blood. :
"Bur ftill it will be produdive of pleafing fen.
fations in the minds of the gratefu! fons of free-
dom, again to retrace the hiftory of our nation ;
recount the great atchievements of our fathers ;
and, while thus favored with a peaceful feat un-
der our own vine and fig-tree, having none to dif-
turb, nor make us afraid ; gratefully to acknow-
ledge the many obhgatmns, we owe to them, for
the numerous bleflings we now enjoy.
~ Our forefathers, denied the enjoyment of
freedom in their native land : opprefled, and
perfecuted for their religious fentiments, ‘nebly
determined to bid a laft adieu to the place of their
nativity, in queft of one where they might have
the peaceful enjoyment, both of civil and reii-
gious liberty. They embarked, ¢ approving
Heaven beheld the favorite ark, wafted o’er the
billows of the ragirg ocean, and gracioufly pre-
ferved it, until the chofen families were brought
in fafety, to this weftern world.” Deceived by
the treachery of their commander, inftead of
here being received into the arms of friendfhip,
and embraced by thofe, who would alleviate
their diftrefles, and adminifter to their numerous
wants ; they found themfelves, not only expofed
to the mclemency of the feafon ; but to all the
evils which favage ingenuity could invent, and
cruel barbarity devife. Conftantly fubjett to the
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upmcd auac.ks of the rovmg favage; who, a3
yet ignorant of all focial affection, and his heart
ftecled againft every movement of hyman or fo-
gial fympathy, would neither harken to the
voice of humanity, nor liften when injured in.
pecence cried ; who would not approach them,
but when bearing the inftruinents of death, ncr
extend a hand to their relief, but when grafping
a weapoa of deftruition. Thus encompafled by
da.ngers oh every fide, and having fuffered daf-
trefs in almoft every form 5 yet trufting for re-
lief to Him, whe can foften the moﬂ: favage
heart, 2nd caufe the barbgrian to pity ; they, .1t
}engt h furmounted every obftacl¢ and fucceeded
o the eftablitbment of a fettlement, making
the wildérnefs to bloffom like the rofe, and be--
dome wocal with the priifes of their God.”
. _Favorep with the fq;des of profperity, fo ra-
pld was then‘ mereafe, n weilth and population,
a$ foon to attra@® the attention of the parent
conntry, from which fhcy had defcended ; who,
under the fpegious pretence of affording them
pmtv‘hon, was unwearied in her egertions, in-
fenfibly to mpofe wpon them, fuch laws and
regu*fatxons, a3 were difated by her own inter-
el ;. -taough unwarranted by any prmclple, in
that confiitution, by which the profefled to gov-
ern them. To thefe they, at firft, quietly fub-
mitted, not becaufe they were infenfible of the
unjuftnefs of their prmcxples, nor from a want of
difcernment to difcover their injurious eflecis
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tut ffom a want of power to refift, and force to
repel them. But menaces and threats foon be-
came inéffectnal, in enforcing obedience to fuch
repeated afls of tyranny : Yet determined on
their fubmiffion, fhe now had recourfe to the
force of arms. The tragical events of this arbi.
trary meafure, are recorded, in the hiftory of the
tranfactions of that difmal night of March the
5th, 1770 ; when Maverick, Gray, Cadwell, At-
tucks, and Carr, tell viltims to their unbridled
fury.—Such grievances were no longer fufferable
—fuch glaring infraions of the rights of a
people, jealous of their liberties, and determined
to vindicate them, whenever violated. But in
foliciting a redrefs, in vain were the humble and
{fuppliant pofture of the petitioner ; and the
earneft and importunate demands of a remon-
ftrant : ftill infuftice followed injuftice, injury
fucceeded injury, and oppreflion trod upon the
heel of oppreflion. But fo painful was the idea
of a feparation ; fo great the attachment to the
parent country ; that not until every reafonable
and honorable conceflion had been made in vain,
and the cup of reconciliation exhaufted to the
bottom ; not until then, did the venerable band
of patriots of 76, having called Heaven to wit-
ne(s the rectitude of their intentions, declare to
the world that thefe States were, and of right
ought to be, Frec and Independent,

Tue ftandard of independence was now

ereéted, around which, thoufands affembled, ac-
| B
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tvated by the fame patriotic fpirit, and ani-
mated by the fame ardour for liberty ; refolved
to {fecure theenjoyment of freedom, or perith in
the attempt. Yet unequal was the conteit. A
people, but few in numbers, undifciplined, and
without moft of the powerful means of defence,
externally attacked by anumerous army in con-
junétion with a formidable fleet ; while, internal-
ly, harrafled every day by wolves in fhecp's
clothing, who were ever preying upon the vitals
of the itate.

AT this eventful erifis our political horizon
began to darken, and clouds of danger thickened
around us. We bcheld our tertile plains laid
defolate ; many of our cities in the pofieflion of
the enemy ; while others were either wrapt in
flames, or buried in athes; and our citizens,
pierced with Briufh fteel, agonifing in the.pangs
of death. When lo! Heaven interpofed, and
finiling on our caufe, directed our patriots in the
choice of a leader, who, like 75wz of old, thould
be able to fubdue our foes, and condudt us to
victory and freedom. 'This was the immortal
WASHINGTON : in defcribing whofc character;.

*¢ Flat'ry would faint beneath the found,
** While hoary Truth infpir’d the fong ;
* Envy grow pale, weuld bite the grouad,
** And Slander gnaw her fcrky tongue.”

Quided by bis precepts, and animated by his ex-
ample, our littie band was foon cnabled to check
t‘vc encmy in their rapid carcer of conquectt.
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" Forrowing them through the various fcenes
of the revolution, our minds are filled with the
fucceffive emotions of aftonifkment, indignation,
forrow, and joy. Often do we behold them
ftruggling in adverfity, almoft upon the point of
defpair, and o far reduced as to men and means
of profecuting the conteft, that the enemy, elat-
cd with temporary fuccefs, are ready to fhout
vitory complete. Yet our intrepid Clief, him-
{elf a hoft, remnuined calm and undifturbed amidft
the mighty ftorm ; ever {fupported by the united
exertions of all patriots, he continued firm and
unthaken, in the refolution of obtaining the
grand object of all his wifhes, the freedom of his

country.

At length, after the heat and burthen of the
day was pait, the French nation, convinced that
- we were determined to perfift in maintaining
our independence, was induced to afford us her
aflitance. Not influenced, as fome have been
foolith enough to imagine, by difinterefted bene-
volence, or national virtue ; for thefe have no
exiftence, except in the mind of an enthufiaft;
but inftigated purely by felfith niotives, a few in-
dividuals excepted, and a defire to diminifh the
gigantic power of Great-Britain, her moft invet-
crate enemy. From this period the war was
profecuted with vigor ; and the repeated fuc-
cefles of the combined powers were fuch, as
foon to oblige the Britifh nation, after having
cxpended i1mmenfe treafures, and facrificed




[ 12 ]

thoufands of her braveft fons, to acknowledge
the fovereignty of thefe United States. Thus
the long and arduous confli ended, in the eftab-
lithment of American independence.

BuT the revolution was, as yet, but half com-
pleted : Independence and government were the
two grand objeéts for which we contended; the
former of which being fecured, the latter now at-
trated the public attention. On this occafion
our wifeft and moft dxperienced politicians were
convened ; who foon aftonithed the world with
the produdtion of that eternal monument of their
wifdom, the Federal Conflitution. In this is compre-
hended a form of government, as far removed
on the one hand from the odious tyranny of
monarchy, and the grieveus oppreflion of arifto-
cracy ; as diftant on the other, from the difcord
and faction, anarchy and confufior of a perfect
democracy ; embracing and fecuring the advan-
tages of each, while it excludes the evils of the
whole. A government poflefling energy fuffi-
cient to enforce obedience to the laws, by which
it isregulated ; difpenfing juftice to whom{oever
it is due; and affording fecurity to every citizen,
both of property and perfon, the former being
no longer expofed to depredation, nor thelatter
to affaflination. Under its wife adminiftraticn,
we have been happy asindividuals, and have prof-
pered asa nation ; and, while every member of
the body politic has experienced its mild and
beneficial influence, have been enatled to com-
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mand refpe® abroad and enjoy peare and tran.
quility at home.

WE have been rapid in our improvements of
all the arts that can embellith human pature. ii-
terature, the legitimate offspring of a free go-
vernment, has been patronized and diffufed
throughout all clafles of fociety, each individual
having an opportunity to participate of its plea-
fures. Agriculture, that incxhauftible fource of
~ pational wealth, has flourithed. Manufactures
have increafed ; and where, but a2 few years
fince, nature clad in her rude attire, fat undif-
turbed on her eraggy throne; and where
‘ naught was to be feen but the curling {moke
of an Indian fire, and naught to be heard” but
the horrid din of favage yell, now fplendid cities
rife to our view.

UxpeR the protection of our infant navy,
which, though lately waving in the foreft, has
already, in part, fupplied the place of difgraceful
tribute, and its thunder caufed the barbarians to
tremble, our commerce extends her whitened
wings, embracing the fruits of every clime.

Byt the hiftory of almoft every nation evin-
ces, that to perpetuate the enjoyment of fuch
privileges, and tranfmit topafterity fuch bieffings
unimpaired, fome barrier muft be eretted to
guard againft the poffibility of future dangers,
from the encroachments of ecither foreign or do-
meftic enemies. ¢ This barrier muft be formed,
not fo much by our fRrength, our opulence, oe
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our numbers, as by the minds of our citizens.”
Every nation receives the ftamp of infamy ar.
greatnefs, from the refpedtive charaQers of the
feveral individuals of which it is compofed. It
is not the number, fo much as the charaterof a
nation, that attradts the attenticn of him, who
meditates an attack. How eafy the conquett of
2 nation, though confiiting of millions and tens
of millions, if involved in ignorance, corrupted
in morals, and diviled in opinion; when com.
pared with that of one, though but few in num.-
bers, yet wholc citizens are enlightened, their
zrorals undepraved, and their union perfect.

In arepublican government, where all offi.
cers, legiflative, judicial, and executive, are cho-
fen ty and from the great body of the people;
when thefe are deftitute of political information,
they are ever in danger of being deluded, by the
intrigues of the ambitious and defigning. Igno-
rant of the valuc of the privileges, which they
poflefs, they are too regardlefs of their preferva-
tion ; and unqualified to judge of the intentions,
from a knowledge of the adtions of their ene-
mies, they remain infenfible of their defizns, un-
til they realize them in the lofs of their deareft
rights and liberties. But when the minds of
the people are well informed, and public opinion
becomes enlightened, their libertics arc watched
with all the eyes of Argus, while no intringe-
ment of thar rights pafles unperceived, nor is
vaace with unpunity. None are intrufted with
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authority,whohave not previouflygivenrepeated
evidence of the fincerity of their attachment to
the public intereft,and afforded undoubted proofs
of abilities adequate to difcharge the duties of
the office, to which they are to be eleCted ; and fo
foon as they dare to violate their truft, they find
themfelves reduced to a level with their fellow
citizens, and like Lucifer, never to rife again.
~ Bur pelitical information, unreftrained by
virtuous and religious principles, will only fad-
litate the practice of iniquity, and afford ability
for the commiffion of crimes, with the greater
umpaunity. Solomon in his wildom has declared,
that virtue cxalteth a nation; and our late vene-
rable fage, in his valediCtory addrefs to the citi-
zens of the United States, has aflerted, that * of
ail difpofitions and habits, which lead to political
profperity, religion and morality are 1adifpenfa.
ble fupports. In vain would that man claim the
tribute of patriotifm, who would labor to fub-
vert thefe great pillars of human happinefs, thefe
firmeft props of the duties of men and citizens.”
Without 2 fenfe of religious obligation, man-
kind would have no reftraint upon their paflions.
It is this, v-hich whifpers deftruction to the un-
fecling robber, when ready to deprive the indi-
cent widow and helplefs orphan of their mite. It
is this which arrefts the cruel hand of the aflaffin,
and prevents the effufion of innocent blood. Def-
troy this, and not all the aillitions of 2 prifon ;
vot all the horrors of a difmal dungeon ; no, not
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even death itfelf, now divefted of its terrord :
will prevent mankind from perpetrating crimes
the moft atrocious. When a neglect of religion,
and a contempt of virtue, become prevaient in
a government of any form, they never fail to
unnerve the arm of juftice, and firengthen the
hand of venality. Vice with her whole accurfed
train, is fupported in all her wifhed for wanton-
nefs. All fenfe of duty is deftroyed, i# the minds
of the people, who, no longer reftrained by any
laws, either human or divine, will break down
evety barrier which prote@s fociety, and riot
on tae commons of their ewn-created wretched-
nefs.

Bur the fource from which has originated
the deftruction of moft governments, either an-
cient or modern, is the {pirit of party. To veri-
fy this affertion, we need only-turn to the pages
of hiftory; we fhall there find many mournful
proofs of its baneful effe@s. It ever has, and ftill
does exift, in a grzater or lefs degree, in all gov-
ernments ; fince there are nohe exempt from
thofe, who are always diffatisfied under the frecit
government, and difcontented under the mild-
eft laws. But its appearance is moft to be dread-
ed, in thofe of a republican form, as poflefling
the leaft power to reftrain and fupprefs its influ-
ence. Attended by its infeparable concomitants,
difcord and anarchy, * it diftracts public coun-
cils ard enfeebles public adminiftration.”” By
promoting riot and infurreion, it not only dif
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turbs domeftic peace and tranquility ; but opens
- a diret avenue to the introduction of foreign in.

flvence. It irritates the minds of the people,
who, no longer united in fentiment, but impel-
led by oppolite interefts, and enraged by mutual
injuries, are hurried on to the commiffion of en-
- ormities, the mere recital of which would put
humanity to the bluth. Fations alternatly pre.
vail, until one more fuccefsful than the reft, final-
ly predominates, and eftablithes its own private
liberty, upon the ruins of that of the public. But
union, by harmonizing public and private inter-
eft, excludes the poflibility of fuch evils. It gives
unanimity to conftituted authorities, and there-
by facilitates the adminiftration of juftice. It adds
refpectability to individual, and dignity to na-
tional, charaer ; while it gives firength and
energy to government.

SucH, Fellow-Citizens, is the contraft be.
tween the effects of ignorance, irreligion, and the
fpirit of party ; when compared with thofe of
political information, virtue, and union. Let
us, therefore, as we regard the prefervation of
our liberties, difcountenance the former,
while we encourage the latter—Let us be un.
wearied in our exertions, to diffufe ufeful in.
formarion ; to fupport all virtuous and religious
inftitutions ; and to promote a general fpirit of
concord and unanimity. Let us cling to thefe,
as the pillars of qur pélitical falvation ; and con-
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" fider them, as the palladium of that fair inherit.
ance, whofe birth we this day celebrate ; and
though, as individuals, or even as ftates, we may.
differ in political fentiments ; yet let us all ever
be firm and united in that in which we are equal.
ly intcrefted, the defence of our national Indc»
pendencc -and when

o« TR QOmnifcient calls, attend the warning cty.
¢ Ye live united, or divided die.”

To vue CITIZENS uwpEr ARMS, *-eem-
manded by Brigadier General ISRAEL FEAR.
ING.

<

- GENTLEMEN,
To hail the peaceful and happy return of an.
other anniverfary of our Independence, muft af
ford peculiar pleafure to ycu, fome of whom

bore an aftive and honorable part in its acquifi-
tion.

WHeN we behold you, thus clad in armour,
bearing the inftruments of death ; it recalls, for
a moment, a portion of that fpirit, which ani.
mated our citizens, in that perilous hour, which
tried the patriot’s foul. When he was called,
by the voice ef his country, to relinquith all,
that was dear in domeftic life ; and change the
foft mufic of innocence for the hoarfe found of
the clarion of war, and the horrid dizn of battle,
May Heaven forbid, that our couatry fhould ever
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be called to experience a repetition of fuch’
mournful fcenes. But {o long as we enjoy the
bleffings of Independence, we mutft always be pre-
pared for its defence ; for the happy period has
not yet arrived, when the {word fhall: be con-
verted into the plougfhare, and the fpear into
the pruning-hook, and-man learn war no more :
Since by direfting our attention to the enfan-
guined fields of Europe, we there ftill behold
‘ nation rifing againft nation, kingdom againft
kindom,” and man delighting in the effufion of
human blood. The eye is there ftill dazzled
with the glittering of the inftruments of deftruc-
tion, and the ear deafened with the groans of the
opprefled. -

SoLpieRrs of liberty, to you is committed the
defence of our ccuntry, therefore, be vigilant,
ever prepared, and determined to defend the lib-
erties bequeathed by our fathers, or moiften their
athes with' your blood. While you remember
that you are independent, let your bofoms glow
with the pure flame of patriotifm—liften to the
voice of your fuperiors, and though your be-
loved WASHINGTON is no more, yet while
you fupplicate peace to his athes, and happinefs
to his foul, let there be none amongft you who
would not lay their hands upon his filent tomb,
and fwear by its mouldering contents, that the
fruits of his mighty labors fhall not be deftroyed
——Tliat the independence, won by his valor, and
depofited in their hands, thall not be wrciicd




from them but with their exiftence—that led
- by him, to whom he fhall have left his military
mantle, and on whom fhall reft his martial {pi-
rit, they will emulate the glories atchieved by
our military fathers, who have, long fince, fallen

vi&ims in freedom’s caufe. '

Br vE fons of freedom, deign not to behold
our cuuntry bow the neck to foreign domina.
tion—f{ubmit not to fee her thus degraded—
¢ rather roufe and be vitorious ; invoke the
guidance of thofe who fell on Bunker’s awful
mount,” and thofe whofe blood crimfoned the
{fnows of Quebec. Remember, that fhould you .
die thus gloriouily in the fupport of theliberties -
of your _country, your departed fouls fhould
wing their flight to the peaceful abodes of WAR-
REN and MONTGOMERY ; while a’er your
tombs thould be raifed the laurels of applaufe,
and your memories embalmed in the gratefyl
recollection of the future {ons of Columbia.

Exp oF THE ORATION,




TOASTS,

Drank at the celebration of the Anniverjary of Ameri-
can Independence, at Warebam, july 4, 1804.

1. Unisn.—May a fpirit of general amity throw
a mantle of oblivion over paft political differen-
ces, and all, without diftinétion of fe&, offer and
receive cordial felicitation. »

2. George Wafbington—*¢ Our late file leader,
may we follow him in flow time to the perma.
nent cantonment, and be all found near his head"

quarters at the final roll-call.”

3. Benjamin Franklin~~Who wrefted the fcepe
tre from the tyrant, and the thunderbolt from
Heaven

. The Heroes who fell in our Revolution.~May
thcxr poﬁenty never be deflitute of thexr valour,
and their virtues.

5. fobn Adams, late Prgﬁdenr of tbe U. States.
~—While he forgets and forgives the ingratitude
of the people ; may ferene tranquility and hap-
pinefs attend him the remnant ot his days.
6. Thomas Tefferfn, Prefident of the United
States—May his a&ions verify his aflertions,
that we are all republicans, all federalifts.

2. Governor Strong—May his firength ever be
fuperior to that of his enemies.

8. The citizens of the United States.—~May the.
firft moment of their Jlavery be the lat of their

exifience,
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" g. The State of Maffachufeits—Firft in the

eaufe of liberty, may fhe be the laft to relinquith

it, |

" 10. The American Eagle—May it never be
frightened by the roaring of the Britith Lion, nor
the cackling of the French Cock.

. 1, Captain Decatur and Crew.—May their
daring exploit be long remembered by the Unit-
ed States, and by their enemies.

- 13. The Clergy.—May they ever defervedly
be refpe@ed for the purity of their doctrine
and manners.

13. Literature.~~May knowledge, both hu-
man and divine, be foon diffufed throughout
thc world.

14. The American Fair. —May they love their

country as we love them.
15. The Old Colony.—~May thofe noble prmcx-
plcs, v+hich induced our renowned Forefathers

~ to-Jan upon its then inhofpitable fhore, ever be

difpl=. .! by their pofterity, until the memorable
Rock which firft received their wearied limbs,
fhall melt with liquid fire, and mingle with the
general condagration.

16. The Fourth of Ffuly, 1776.—May that wifs
dom and patriotifm, which led to that glorious
event, which we chis day celebrate, ever be con-
fpicuous in the councils of the United States, and
preferve them from anarchy and tyranny.

.17, The Federal Confiitution~~May that arm be
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. palfied, and that tongue be withered, ~hich fhalt
attempt its violation.

18. Louifiana.—May fhe enjoy all the bleflings
of free enlightened citizens ; but never tarnifh

her glory in the traffic of flaves and the fouls of
men.




