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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE following Difeourfe is publifhed pre-
cifely as it was prepared. The latter part of
i, efpecial’y, was more concifely delivercd than
it was in the notes, owing. to the want of lime,
occafioned by the late arrival of the procefion
ai tre church.

Conformably to vequefl, it s fubmrited io the
cander of the public by ats well-wifher,

Tue AUTHOR.
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God the Author of Promotion.

PSALM 1rxxv. 6 7.

Ior prometion comct neither frmv the caft, nor
Sfrom the weft, nor from the fouth. but Gop
i5 the judge ; he puiteih down one, and jct-
teth up enother.

O-DAY, mv brethren we recognife this
truth as verified in our own happv ex-
perience.  On this the birth-day of AMzricaN
LiBERTY and INDEPENDENCE, whitll, with
ratitide and joy, we commemorate the great
ﬁehverance which has been wrought out for us,
and furvey the mnumerable and me'hmable
bleflings which we pollefs, or have n profpeft;
we ad\nowledge the Great Sovercign of thc
univ-rie as the Author of them all ; renouncing
their imputation to the miluence of any fecond
caufes farther than as inftruments in his hand

9>

r the accomphfhment of his purpoies
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1 suarL, I prelume, fully compiy with the
defign of the day, and, lhoi)e not entirely du-
appumt vour withes, in the fervice to which
yuu have called me, 1n endea\ ounng to 1illui-
trate the declaratlon of the Text with a par-
ticular reference to ourlelves.

* FrovorioN,” {aith the mnfpired Plalmift,
“ cometh netther from the eaft, nor from the
“ weft, nor from the fouth;” that i 1s, not from
any human inftruments, or fecond caufes.—
The children of the eait were wealthy and wife,
The ifles of the Gentiles, which ?a" to the
wefi, poflefied a firong naval force. Aud Egypt
and Arabla which lay to the {fouth. had numer-
ous and powertul armies. But, faith David,
the reputrd author of this pla lm promotion 1s
not to be imputed to any, or all of thefe :—
neither 1o the wiidom and wealth of the one,
or to the mariime or land forces of thc
others,

THERE may be a reference here to the 1do-
Jatry then prevalent in the world.  All men
f1 lppofcd the ongin of power o be from hea-
ven, or from ubO\e bu: they were much di-
vided in fentiment u{pgctmg its {ource there;
the Gentile nations, who were much ddi(‘iod to
allrologv, fuppoled it came from the tun, which
they made the objett of their worfly,, or from
fome of the flars. No: faith Da\id promos

uon cometh norther from the eaft, nor from g

the welt, nor {rom the fouth ; not irom the
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or fetting of the fun, or any planet or con-
ftellation, or from their elevation or,_decien-
fion. It is not to be afcribed to any of thefe,
or :0 any power or influence which they

poflefs.

Tur north is not mentioned as the {ource of
romoticn; either becaufe there were none whe
})uppofed it ongmnated from thence ; or becaufe
the fame word which, in the onginal, fignifies
the north fignifies alfo the {ecret piace, and from
the fecrets of the Divine council it doth proceed;

or from the oracie in Zion which lay on the
north fide of _]emfalem.

“ Goo 1s the judge: he putteth down cne,
“ and fetieth up another.® There 15 an Al-
mighty Sovereign, whole kingdom 15 over aii,
who 15 the origimnal author, and real firft caule
of all promouon and difgrace. “ The moft
“ High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
“ giveth it to whomfoever he pleafeth.” From
the depths of obfcurity and fufferings he raifes
fome to the fummit of hener and happinefs :
and from the heights of honor and happinefs he
reduces others to the lowelt ftate of poverty

and ditrefs——And this he dcth 1 the capa-

~aty of a judge, and according to the firicteft
- rules of righteoufneis. < Shall not the judge of
“ all the earth do night ?”

- JF we aitend tc this propofition either with
ference to David, or the people of Ifracl,
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it 15, at once, both illuftrated and confirmed
in the moft firiking manner. « Who,” faith
David, “ am I. O Lord God, and wliat is mine
“ houfe?” They were both inconfiderable in
Ilracl when God called him from the fheep-
folds to be king over his people. And Ged
exprelsly aflures the people of Ifrael, that he
had not chofen them becaufe they were more
in number than any people, for they were the
fewelt of all people when he fet his love upon
them. The hiltoric page would alfo furmih us
with innumerable ingt)zmces for the illuftration
and fupport of the fame truth, both as 1t re-
{pects communities and mdividuals.

But my defign 15, to confider 1t with a par-
ticular reference to ourfelves: and that m a
rublic capacity. With this view, let us brief-
y, look back to what we once were—contem-
plate our prefent condition—and look forward
upon the profpeéls which are unfolding them-
lelves to our fight.

Two centuries ago what was Amcrica ? Lit-
tle elle than an howiing wilderneis, the habi-
tation of {avages and beafts of prey. The firlt
fettlers fought, in this wildernels, that hberty,
both civil and religious, which thofe who ty-
rannized over therm would not fiffer them to
enjoy at home. Small were their numbers,
their labours great, many the difficulties whic

they had to encounter, many the dilcoura
ments which thev had to ftruggle againitg
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many the dangers to which they were expoled.
Oft-times have our frontiers been laid watfte,
mary of the inhabitants murdered, or carried
away captive, and whole fettlements threatened
to be over-run. Had not the Lord been on
our fide, and his gracious providence our pro-
ection. often had the heathen tribes, combined
togeiher, fwallewed us up.

Havine arnived to fome degree of popu-
loulnels and wealih, the parent became jealous
. ner offt-fpring; and envicus of its growing
profperity.  The ron hand of tyranny and op-
prefiion was ftreiched forth over us. A difpute
took place bitween the colonies and the mother
country. The great principle which was the
hinge, upeon which the controver{y turned, was,
the right claimed by the Briufh parliament to
bind the Colonies in all cafes whatfoever. At-
tempts were firft made io enforce this principle
by a ftamp-a¢t: and afterwards renewed in a
duty laid upon tea. Our humble petitions were
cither refu}:fd a reading or difregarded. The
controverly became {til more ferious and alarm-
Ing . the parties flew to arms; and the appeal

was made to God as judge.

LeT us, for a moment, endeavour to realife
our fituation at this period. With whom were
we about to conteng ? with a naton haughty
and powerful : who gloried in being miftrefs of

L the ocean: who profefled te hold the balance

ong the powers of Europe: abcunding 1in
i B
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men: and amply furmfhecd with all the imple-
nicuts of war.

\Wirat had we to oppole to all this?  Had
we a ntumerous and well dilciphined army? A
Iargb fleet and well cquirt?  Able and expe-
riecnced commanders? A futhelency of arms
and military {tores?  Were our coafts and har-
bours 1 {uch a {lute of defence that we were
ma (upacm to bid them dehance?  Had we
formea albances with any of the powertul
merdrfm of the carth, under whole _protec-
tion we might be fale, and bv whole aflift-
ance we nnoht hope to fucceed S'Carcel}
n one m”mwcp was this the cale with us.—Nay
more. Manv among us were {emt- hearted
fowne were avowd enemics tH our caufe ; and
others, under the malfk of fiiends, proved
the worlt of enemies. What then was the
cround cf our hope? Confiding i the juftice
Of our caufe, we put our vuft m God, from
whom promotion cometh: who pn*tcth down
one, and fetteth up another.— —Qur harbours
were blocked up: and our charters taken away.
Our poiitical horizon was overipread with dark-
nefs, t':e clouds were heavily charged, the hight-
niags flalhed, and the hideous thunder 1ohcd,
thrmtcnmw deftru@ion.  Some of our towns
were rcduuu to afhes.  Others were 1 pof-
feflion of the cnemy.  Therr armies traveried
various parts of the countiv, and left bechind  §
them, wherever they went, the velliges of de- g8
vaftation and cruclty. 1 fm ak to m'my
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have thele things {tll frelh n remenbrance.
You have feen the ftandard of Briufh tvranny
let on American crmunl ~You have fcen
thofe fleets and armies which were defhied to
cnflave us, niding at anchor m our harbows,
and {pleddm(r ddumtwn thrOUgh our country.,
This very city where we now dvell, was {or
years poffefled by the enemy, whift the dif-
trefled citizens wandered tar from lLience
quelt of a fate retrcat. Manv of our brave
men fell on the lugh-places of the ficld, fighung
bravely m defénce of our juit nghu an d pnn
leges: WillHt]dllb dungcons,and prifon {hips were
tha merctlefs graves of many more.

Forever facred, on this day, be the memory
of thufe brave men whole lives wer= \oluntaulv
offered as a facr:fice to the liberty of their cot a-
try, and 1 vindication of the rights of men.
Gratelul be the remembrance o‘ thele who
through manv tom and dangus have hived to
(Lhare, with their f8low-cit'zens, the blef flings of

‘1mnde ‘pendence and peace. W hitft. at the 1am.c
time, we lame: 11 that frem want of conlidence,
ouahoncd by the mefliciency of government ddd
the derangement of our puh..a dﬂdll\ the hard
carnmgs 01 the war-worn ivldier were, 1 many
m{tdnces transterred. for a trifleinto thc hands of
fpe"uldtms the leeches and drenes of {ociety,

Neep I ¢oll you thc e of the conteft?

bINO :—vyou all know it.  * Not unto us, O Lord,

t unto us, but unto thy name giwe gy,
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“ O finz unto the Lord a new {cng. for he hath

* done marvellous things : his rmm nand and
“ hr hely arm hath Gotten hm thie \mow
« The Lord hath done great things for us
“ whereut weare glac” HL mfatuattd and di-
trafted the councils of our enemies. He gave
witdom 15 our counfetlors.  He raxicd up com-
manders for s - He united and mipmted our
pLop]“ He provided a itheieney of arms and
military fioves. He taught our hands to war,
and our ﬁnge*s to hight.  Throughout the dif-
ferent ftages of the war. from the valiant dc-
fence ot Bunker's Hiil, to the glorious reduc-
ton of York, his mterpof dons. for our pro-
tectxnn ang mcceh were frequently evidenced. i
And, in pioceis of time, through the afliftance |
of thet genere as and power: al a'lv whom he ;
raifed up far us, he gave us Victory, Indepen-

conce, Libet R and Peace. (

[ Y

Tur«z 15 another event. in the pericd we
are now "rwnﬁgerma. which deferves our pai-
tcular rememiiance. The formaztion anc a-
dopticn of the FEDERAL CONSTITUTION Is an
in{taace um:uhz and unnrivalled mn the annals
of ume. v was deliberated upon, and debaied
with all wne powers of eloquence and argument.
[ was peafedblv ratified. Agreeably to the
proviion made o, 3t has been amended.

U 4 m aur DOWEST to amend a any taults or
&:'i?'zu winelh mav be difcevered m . And
:.ti:i(‘ En raa has profpered, and nfen rasy

i
RN ."f’:) wnep
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F: (0Nl @ Tevi iew of the pall, et us proceed,
Suz. ndy, To the contemplation of our prefcnt
ondition.

LirT up your eyes, then, upon this wideyy
extended contuinent, from New- Hampfhire to
Georgia; and from the ucean to the Fremh
Broa d Muil\mvum and the L.akes. See 1t in-

| ter’per{ ed with innumerable, lp“cu)ua and de-

: hightful plamauom and farm:s. See it 1n many
. places highly culuvated and inproved. View
. the [ex eral populous opulent, and {plendid ci-
- ties which crown our coalts; and the many
- plcalant towns and v 1llages n Lexfperfed through-

. out the mterior parts of the country. See pldn-
e ters and farmers each fitting under his own vine,
e and under his own ﬁu*-tree and enjoymng the
|- fruit of their refpe&nc labour. See the mer-

chant i his counting-tioufe, and the mechanic

in his fhop, each mduﬂnodlv pxofcwtmo‘ their
e  refpettive callings. Sce the ph'sﬁ 1an attendmg
- 1o the health of tus pavent: the lawyer defend-
- ing the hte and the property of his client : and
n the dn‘m both by precept and example en-
ls  deavouring to conduét his ﬁocl\ to heaven. See
d U\mmpru with her thoufand fails, croudmg
t. our mboun nan;port ng the {urplus of our
e preduce o diftant cumea and, m return, fur-
d. oy us w1tn the delicacies and luxuries of
¢ every puw: ol the mobe See each ftate go-
verned, mtc‘vuxly ty magiirates of their own
pfnmmq and by a 2 conftitution and laws fram
-nd eratied by themfelves.  View the v
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ral government of the Unnted States. by the
rwo houfes of CoOngreis, (onﬁﬂmg of delegates
'»1of'n by each fta .te 1efpeci1\xl_\_'. wlio are re-
onfible to thewr conftituents, and hable to be
I ifplaced at plealure. under a conihitution form-
ed by the united wifdom of America; and all con-
t ring in the prefidency of a man whole virtues
and icnxcvs have endeared to us, and who
has been equally neceflary and uiefui 12 peace
and in war. Here no unnatural alliance be-
tween church and {tate fets the oaths and obliga-
tions of ralers at variance with the nwht,s of
mankind, and the feelings ot humanity.  Here
the laws and government extend equdl protec-
ticn and (H(OUI’B("PIB(‘H[ to all geod crizens,
Here no hicrarch lords it over the hentace of
God : or pu\ll ered orders, of anv Lid, tram-
pk unon the ll”ht\ of thar fle\x nen. No
Prieltiies here are obliged to ty thar country .
nor Muirs, nor P“lmczs tmmpmud 1o Bmam-
Bav: nor Rowans fined and prione d {or being
fricnds to the ngh's and Diberues of mank 'n‘i
Here abilites and mauitry meet with fuitebic
encouragement and reward.  And il NTE ThOre
Are Gny i\ cophants e power or min ms ¢f the
crect I 1S ore owing 1o an abjeer ferviie dif-
nolion, than te the nature of the govern-
ment, . the venalny and corruption of the

L3N0y,

Liv tones of delolation arnd  death be bu-
ricd 1n cveslatiiog obimien, Let the {oungdg
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of the drum, the whitling of the hie, the
roaring of canron, the cla {hmg of arms, ihe
confufcd noife of the warrior, the garnents
rolled in blood, with the groam of 1];( wound-
cd and dying, bc feen and heard no more.
Let the caim of prace, and the iunilune ot
profperity which we have cnjoyed. be perpe-
tual and ummerxupt( d. Let the olive brancn
of peace, which has heen extended to us,
be never witidrawn.,  The foil of Amenica
1s congemal to the iree oi libarty which bas
been planted wmoat: it exwnds ns o inondiy
branch's. and the nations >f the carth are
taking fhelter under it. The fciences lift up
their hcads The arts revive.,  Ana the coun-
cerns of our nailon wear o pmmdmc alpcet.
Spalks of tnat fire of hberes which has burn-
ed fo bright m America, ha.\c been tram},ort'

ed to Luxop and kindled into a blaze.

Tire revolution m France was {fudden as an
carthquake:  Whilit we lament the diforderand
confufion which have taken place amongit thmn.
and the ore 1 cttufion ¢f blood \\hl n therr
{trugale for bl wn\ has coft them, we wifh {uc-
cels 1o the caule.  Mav tle r]onmn enthu-
f1alm fpread undl all the na n\)r s of the earth
~become frec.

It 15 a pm there fhould be one cloud to
_mturC( pt the hn‘*ht fp‘wdoun ol lhl\ dsy.—
ut it cannot be concealed, nor can I pafs it
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over 1 filence, that m our prefent fitsauen
there are f{ome circumitances alarming and
diftretling.  Se pamt(‘d by the Atlanuc at the
diftance of 3000 miles from Europe, we pur-
poled, and flattered ourelves we thould be
abie to avoid bemg nvolvid 1 their pull-
tics. or embreiled 11 their contefls.  The car-
ly declaration of our purpofe. by government,
10 obferve the ftricteft neumh*\ has nor avail-
ed for our lecuniy. Conurary 1o the laws of
naturc and of nations, dt*arenatlo have
been made upon our trade, our villels cap-
tured and condemned, and our {camen irect-

ed with mjuflice and cruclty.  Nay, soue,
flill retaiming, n violation of their treasy with
us, poﬂcihtm of the Wellern Pofls within cur
territory, they have been attive T ﬁmmg up
the Indian tribes agamnft us. We {ull hope -
that thele grounds °of difference may be re- -
moved by ne(rocxauon - that the Weltern Pofts
will be onen up: that compenmtlon wiil be
made for the damages we have Iuﬂamed

and that peace may be preferved upon equi-
table and honourable terms.

I am well aware that different feruments
have been entertained refpetting the meafm&.

proiecuted bv government m tlus cafe. It 1s
not for me u) cnier mto this  controverly.

Permit me to fay, Ocncral, that a govern- §
ment confhituted upon truiy wpubhcan prin-
ciples, where s adminiftrators are cholfen b
the people, ar countable to them, and i
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to be difplaced at pleafure, is entitled w a
high degree of conhdence—that if ever furch
a government becomes tyrannical and opprel-
five, the people have themfelves to blame—
that as it 15 too much the diipofition of perfons
in power .0 abufe the truft repofed in them, 1tis
the bufinefs of the people to be oblervant of their
conduét—that, as 1t 15 of the utmoft conlequence,

‘efpecially 1n critical circumftances, the: go-

vernment {hould poffefs the confidence of the
people, all fufpicion or miftruft of it cught to
be admitted with caution. and not entertained
but upon the moft fatisfaétory evidence—that
war is a dreadful calamity, and a country
ought never to be 1nvolved 122 1t but ‘n cafes
of abfolute neceflity—and, that a people driven
znto a war, having ufed every jufithable mean

- t2 avod 1t, enter into 1t with the apprcbation
- =+ their own coniciences, which naturally tends
~ to mfpire with invincible courage: with the
- approbation of the world, whole good-will and

good-wifhes are, 1n fuch circumftances, defira-
Ble: and with the approbation and {miles of

- heaven which enfure fuccefs.

Froa the paft and prefent, let us, for a

- moment, extend our views to the future.

Over this, indeed, there hangs a vail im-

. penetratle by mortal fight. Here we are left

to deal entirely in hygotheﬁs and conjetture.
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I)Ut as God generally condutts his govern-
nient by the mﬂmmf‘mahty of fecond caules;

und as fimilar caules ufually producc ﬁmllar
eficets, realoning irom analogv 15, at leait,
hizhly prelumpuve.  If then from the paﬁ
and IJY(‘ant we may form conjettures of the
futuze to what helght of dlltmgudh(d cmi-
nence may we not hope America will arie?

There iy not that nation upon the face of
the earth whole profpetts are equally pro-
mifirg.  God doth not blaft fuch promi-
fing pmfpu‘h unlefs provoked to it by high
mﬁavces of mgratitude and difobedience. Un-
der heaven, it de pends upon  ourlelves how
long we ﬂ:a!l enjoy that liberty, and how
permancnt and 1mpruved {hall be the bleflings
of wiich we are poflelied. By wile counfels
and virtuous condutt we may rife to an emi-
nence hitherto unknown among the kingdoms
of the world. Vice and tolly will render us

mfignificant and contemptible.

Let us, in plealing contemplation, antici-
pate the era when thofe immenie tratts of fer-
tile land, which have been ceded to us, fhall
be peop I(‘d and {lates on ftates added to the
unton.  When agriculture fhall have attained
its  highelt 1»npwvements When manutac-
tures, In their various branchcs, {hall be eftab-
lithed throughout the continent, and carried
on 1 the greatelt perfection.  When litera-

ture fhall have reached 1ts zemith,  When we

S o o odal
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fhiaill have arnved t¢ maturity m the [cience
of government. Aad, m {hort, when we fhall
ha\c made the gr&ucﬁ proficiency I cvery
thing ulcful and ornamental.

WhaiLsT we dwell in the pleafing and grate-
ful recollettion of the bleflings which “have
flowed, and we would hope will fL1I conu-
nue to flow to America, let us remember that
we are citizens of the world, and the whole
human race our brethren. This confideration
has a natural and powerful tendency to dilate
the heart with the fenuments and ieelmos of
humanity and benevolence.  Let s rc;on.u
that the’ rights of man, both civii and reli-
glous, are coming to bc Letter underftood n
the world —and that fome of the nations of
the earth are ihaking off the galling fetters
ot bigotry and defpou(m Let us heave a
figh, and’ drop a fympatheuc tear over thole
nations which are yet {uperftitious and 1nfla-
ved. And let us. wih all the ardor of con-
thufiaftic anticipation. contemplate the period
when the univerful },xe\ululu of light and
truth will be eftabhiliment of wniverfat peace,
Iiberty, and happinels.  That there are glor-
ous da)a await the church and the world, the
aracies of mfallible truth abundantly declare.
1 ](mg to {ce, at leaft, the (meng of that
glorous day, when thc on-e highly favoured
natlon who la\c NOW iOr ages {uuucd under

’r,‘the rchbukes of  their offended God, fhall be
Al ored to his favour, and their ac sckno \lcdg.
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ment of the truth fhall be as Lfe from the
dead to thole nauons which already believe.
When the light of the glonous gofpel of
Chrift, who is the image of the invifible God,
fhall every where prevaill in its purity and
power: when nations fhali be boin as i one
day, and all ends of the earth fhall fee the
falvauon of our God.

Lzt what has been faid ferve to check
all arrogance and prefumption : to teach us
our abiolute and entire dependence upon God ;
and the obligations which we are under to him:
an1 to excite our gratitude and praife for

all the mftances of his goodnefs and mercy
o Us.

Pripe and felf-fufhciency are natural to
the human heart, and the fource of many dif-
appomtments, lcfles, and {forrows. Mankind
are unhappiy prone to depend upon, and al-
crhe fuccefs 1o inftruments and fecond caufes,
whillt they loofe fight of the great firflt caufe
who direéts every circumftance and over-rules
every event. This felf-fufhciency, this depen-
dence upcn Inflruments and means, 1s fre-
quently tte rcaion why the moft promifing
means fail of fuccefs, and the beft concerted
{chemes prove abortive. God expeflts to be
roticed and acknowledged by his intelligent
creatures In a‘'l the operitions of his hands. ¢
\Whes we e'ther vainly and prefumptuouﬂar-‘

¢ 203 s to curiclves, or improuily and id




atroufly impute to inftruments ard {econd cau
fes the fuccefs with which our endeavours hawe
been crowned, 1t 15 an high provocation to
that God w}*r» is jealous o{ his honour, and
will not give his glory to another.

In all our ways, then, let us acknowledge
GOJ and he will dxre& our "(eps When \xe
7€ about to engage In any important bulineis,
or In any arduous or dangerous enterpriie,
let us lock to hin for counfel and engage
his afliftance and protettion. Is any thing too
hard for God? By thee, faith David, I Aave
run through a tro If by my God /zazc I leap-
ed over a wall. He guveth porer to the faint;
and to them that have mo might, he encreafeih
f There 15 mo king faved by the mui-
zztu e.of an hofl: a mw/zty'n(m 1s mot deliver-
ed by much ftrength. A /401]2 15 G VAN t"zzmr
for [fety' neither Shall he delvver any by his
great j?wngl/z Behold, the eve of ihe Lord is
up-n them that fear /zzm 71pon them that hope
i his mercy. Should WC. notmthﬂnndmg all
our endeavours to avoid i, be dnugocd into
a war, let us enter upon 1[ with the dlfp0ﬁ~
uon and f{entiments of the church of old.
Afhur fhall not fave us; we will not ride up-
on horfes : nctther will we fay any more to
the work of our hands, Ye are our gods for

L thee the faiherlefs fndetlz Mmercy.

& IN the procefs of anL undertaking, let us
Rglully notce, and acknowledge the divine
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interpohion :.”4 "'“"1(\ The dwine prefence
and agere  cve univerfal.  Not a [parrow
iohreth Gt “the gr*‘u il without his  notice.
Ti’ie verv. hoies-uf L e 0}‘3 s heads are all
numbered. - The hrayes of kmgs are m lus
hand, as tic viver: of haux, he turneth them
whetherf éver he wili. Tie turnetl: the coun-
fel of Ahiziﬂuﬁ‘w s tocidhnels.  He iaketl:
the wife thetr  our uvywv{fs and the
mzmjc’l of i/lf’ Jreward w5 carried avad long.
How often, 1n his hand. do circumilances. m
themfelves. the moft trivial, defeat the faireft
profpefts, cr accomiifh the moft unexpected
events,

Nor 1s the divine agency, 1 the iflue, to
be lels ncticed and acknowledged, than in the
ccmmencement and progrefs of any underta-
king. ‘Ahen our profpici: are blafted, and
the ffur proves contrary i our cxpedtations
and wifhes, let us hum e {nbmit and adore.
God is wife in heart arg mighty i coundel;
none ever hardencs ';*z.izﬁﬁf‘f :sam{i him and
profpeicd.  — Al things ave 5 ordered and
difpafed by bz, s m(:i‘, ‘tef ually o pre-

mote his own ;:ﬂ'\ Jud ahe belt mterclts of
2il who love ana fvive Pane To fuch o all
circumflances, and i VY event, 1t s mat-
ter of triumph and njoremg, that Ged reis ans,
and doeth whatlooy o he will,

()‘c

Wiy the flue }'f'f'*:\* favourable, nd“
eur andeavours and wiubls are I ned wi

~ -~
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{uccels, let us {ee to it that we give God the
glory He 15 entitled to 1t, ané) he expeéts
it. How many, alas ! fail }‘ere ? How few
render again unto the Lord according to the
benefits which they have received. Nature
will prompt men t0 Cry unto God for deli-
verance 1In times of danger and diftrefs: but
it 1s grace muft difpole and enable us to make
fuitable returns for the bleflings conterred.—
Ingratitude 1s, pamcularly, a fin agamft our
own comfort and intereft. By being ungrate-
ful we foon loole the relih of our mercxes
By being ungrateful we forfeit the comforts
and bleflings of which we are poflefled. And
by being u'lorateful we render all our prof-
pets and hopes hable to be blafted. Let usice
to it, t‘len that we be not chargable with
this crime.  On this day partlcu]arly appro-
prlatcd for the recolle€tion of national blef:
fings, let us take heed unto ourlelves that we
love the Lord our God. Let us fear the
Lord, and his goodne{s And let us fummon
up all our powers 1in one united and vigor-
ous afcription of pxax(e Blefs the Lord 0
my foul: and all that s wzt/zzn me, blefs his
holy name. Blefs the Lord, O my ﬁ)ul, and

forget mot all his benefits.  Alleluia : for the
Lonl God omnipotent reigneth.

To conclude. ILet us never forget, that
the prefent 15 wholly a fhort and tranfitory
‘{cene We are bemgs ol yeiterday, and. our

s on carth are but a {hadow. The king-
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doms of this world, in all their pomp and
fplendor, are pafling away hke the pageant
of a-day. Shortly fhall the whole human
race be {wept oft the ftag= of time, and loft
1n the ocean of etcrnity. Yea, the earth it-
fclf, and the things which are therein, {hall
{foon be burnt up. Fading and tranfitory as
the emblems of power, and the enfigns of
royalty are, they are the attamments of but a
few: and they bring with them a world of
danger, anxiety, and care. But there 15 a
glorious and permanent promotion to which
the moft obfcure on earth may alpire and
reach. All the faints fhall be kings and priefts
of the moft high God, and live and reign
with him forever. To this exalted felicity and
glory let each of us afpire. Let us be look-
g for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteoufnefs: that when we fhall
have done with all earthly things, we may

to be: ever with the Lord. Into this
everlafting kingdom, may an abundant en-
trance be admmiftered to each of us through
riches of righteoulnels and free grace m Je-
fus the Saviour.  Amen.

F I N IS




