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Sovtu-HER0. Jery £:h. (2,
THE Commitiee of Arrangement. far the celebraiion of
merican Independence, for themselres  in behalf of the Wast.
ington Benevolent Society of the Coutily of Grund-Isle, retur+
*hur thanks to the Reo. Asa Lyo~, for his Oration, deliver::
‘his day, and request a copy that it may be printed.

ALPHEUS HALL, Commitlee
STEPHEN DAVIDSON, }

DANIEL G, SAWYER, of
JABEZ LOCKWELL, r

JMMES BUTLER, J Arrangeme--.

oooooooooo

GraxD-IsLE, JuLY 20th, 1812,
Gentlemen,

W hen on the sixth instant, you requested a copy of m.
Oration for the Press, it was wmy intention to decline. 1In =iy
public addresses I had, heretofore, studiously avoided politica’
eontroversy. I had endeavored to bring into view no ideas, =
which all parties could not unite. ¥our specwl request induced
me. for once, to chuse a subject wholiy political. But, though
was happy in gratfying your disire, on that day, I had no wiz
o appear before the publw us olilical wrifer. Your earncs:
und % peated request, since, has persuaded me lo place this copy «
your disposal. Of the propriety of sending it to the Press, i
much doubt. Subamttmg it, however, to your discretion, I re-
main, Gentlemen, sincerely devoled to your and my counirys
welfare.

ASA LYON:
The Gentlemen, the

Comuittee of Arrangewment.



ORATION, &

RESPECTED AUDTENCE,

ONCE more we meet to celebrate the commencement
of our Nationul Independence.  'When this was deelared, thirvty
six years sinee, it was a time of darkness and foreboding fears.
Our shores were invaded by the hostile foe, a long struggle in
the field of war was before us, and our inexperience and want
of prepavation rendered thie issue of the contest doubtful. But
our all was at stake, What was dearver than life was to be wen
or lost forever.

“Our wise and intrepid Councillors then took their stand, and
showed, by their resolution, that they were deserving the ac-
eomplishment of their patriotic desires.  Heaven was pleased to
crown the arduous undertaking with success.  After a long ang
bloody contest, in which defeat and triumph were alternate, we,
at length, obtained the objcct of our wishes.  Ou. independence
was recognized by the powers of Kurope. and, under a Lappy
coustitution, wisely administered, our nation became more flour-
ishing than any the world had ever secn.

It was the policy of our first administration to cultivate peace
with all, as far as was consistent with independent and univer-
sal justice. Under this wise poliey our Constitution was con-
firmed, our government acquired energy and respect, every spe-
cies of useful industry was encouraged. and our wealth and
prosperity were rapidly increasing. Each revolving year ren-
dered our independence more precious, and, with new and in-
creased gratitude, we blessed the memory of those who fouglit
and bled for its establishment, ]

But alas ! how ditferent is the prospect which prosents,’ﬂt
this anniversary of our independence ! As when it was first de-
clared, < the morning lowers and heavily in clouds brings on the
day.” The savage war-whoop fills our frontiers with dismuay,
and murdered pavents and their mangled infants call on heuven
and their country to avenge their blood. Our commercee, in
every direction, is interrupted ; honest enterprize is, every
wheve, discouraged ; our revenue is annihilated and bankruptcey,
war, and ruin ave staring us in the foce with vedoubled hovror.
Among ourselves, the most direful omens appear. Divisions
and party contentions have arisen to an aiarining height, 'Fhe
struggles to maintain or regain political influenie are so fierce
in their operations and dangerous in theiv effects that truth, jus-
tice and patriotisin ave openly contemned, and every thing dear
to a free people threatened with immediate destruction. "The
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springs, not only of national hut of domestic happiness, are dis.
iurbed, and every indication seems to threaten that ruin which
awaits the nation that is divided aguainst itself,

One great cause of irritation and perplexity seems to be the
Jifliculty of obtaining eorrect information concerning the real
state of our foreign relations. 8o much dust has been raised,
hy th?l fury of party contention, that nothing can clearly be dis.
rerned.

"T» endeavour to throw some light on a suhject so perplexing-
iy canfused, at the request of the commiitee which has invited
me to this place, I shall attemipt to give a brief, historical sketch
of our relations with the two contending powers of Europe. ¥a
loing this I shall confine myself to simple facts, without any
somment, or atte.npting to cast any invidiousreflections on either
ation, or deciding on the poliey of any of the proceedings of our
own government. 'The inferences will be left to be drawn by
every individual, with cnly hinting at a few things concerning
which it is important for every one to enquire.

In prosecuting this enquiry I shall look back to the commencea
ment of the year 1802. At that time treaties of amity and com. -
merce were existing hetween us and both the contending nations,
These treatics amply secured our neutral rights. 'That with
Great Britain granted a reciprocal and perfect liberty of com-
mereial navigatien between all her dominions in Europe and the
United States, and a direct trade with all her pcrts in the East
Indies. But the trade te her eolonies in the West ndies and
the carrying of colonial produce to an enemy, as the treaty was
finally ratified, was left to future negociation. 'This treaty was
suffered to expire in 1804.% The treaty with Franece was miade
in 1801 and continued in force till 1809. 'This stipulated that it
should be lawful for the citizens of either country to sail, with
their ships and merchandize, (contizband goods always exeept-
ed,) from any port whatever to any port of the enemy of the
other, and to sail and trade with their ships and merchandize,
with perfect security and liberty, from the countries, ports and
places of those who are enemies of both or of either party, with-
out any opposition or disturbance whatsoever ; and te pass, not

* By the last clause of the 28th art. it was agreed thal if ar-
rangements for commerce belween the Briiish colonies, in the
West Indies and the United States, were not made before the ex-
yimtion af two years, from and after the conclusion of the war
in which Great Britain was then engaged, then all the articles of
the treaty, excep: the first ten, should expire together. Thal wcar
eaged in 1802, and, as the arrangement appears not to have been
made, the {reaty expired in 1804,
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chly tireetly from the places and ports of the enemy, to rrufral

ports and places, but also from one place belonging to an enemy

to another, whether they be under the jurisdiction of the sune
wer or under several.

After the British treaty had expired, Mr. Fox offered to re.
new it, but the propesal was not accepted by our government,

In Mav 1806, Great Britain dectared that -all the rivers and
pnrts.'f'r(;m the Elbe to Brest, should he considered as blockad-~
ed. But they alse declared that this blockade should not extend
to prevent any neutrdl ships laden with izoods, not the property
of theiv enemy and not beiig contraband of war, from approach-
ing said coast, and entering, and sailing from said rivers and
ports, exeept from Ostend to the Srin, ah:mad_y In astate of striet
and rigorous blockade, provided the ships and vesscls so ap-
proaching and entering shall not have been laden at & port be-
longing to or in possession of an enemy : and that the ships and
vessels sailing from said rivers and ports shall not be destined
to any port or place belonging to or in possession of'an enemny.*
" In November 1806, while our treaty with France was yet in
foll force, Napoleon passed his Berlin Deeree. 'T'his declared,
T'he British Islands are in a state of iockade. Al tradingand
correspondence with them are prohibited. Al trading in Kug-
lish mérchandize is prehibited, and every article bl‘li{ngmg to
England or coming from her cclenies or of her manutactarce is

* This blockade, which now appears to be made use of as &
cause of war, was merged in the Crders in €ouncit ¢nd has had
no effect since Jan. 1807. It cannat be revited, as Mr. Foster
assures us, without the application of a sufficient force and no-
iice being given. Mr. Monree, who was our Minigter in Eng-
land when the order for this blockade wcas passed, wrote con-
cerning it as follows. It is couched in terms of restraint and
professes to extend the blockade, nevertheless it takes it from ma-
ny ports already blackaded, except in articles contrabaud of war
und enemy’s property which were seizable without lockade. It
admits the trade of neutrals to be free in the productions of ene~
niies’ colonies, in every but the direct rout betzceen the colony and
the parent country. I am strengthened in the opinion that the
order for this blockade was drawn with « view lo our trade wilh
the encmies’ colomies, and that it promises to be highly satisfuc-
tory to our commercial interests and must Le ciewed in a fuvor-
able light,

The Committee of Foreign Relations, in their War Report of
June last, say of this blockade, We are persuaded it was conceio-
ed in a spirit of conciliation intended to lead to an accommodas
tion of all differerces between the United States £ G. Brilaii,



declared lawful prize. No vessel coming direetly from Enga
lead or the English eolonies, or which has been there sinee the
publication of this decrec, shall be admitted into any port.

On the last of December 1806, a treaty was concluded witls
XEngland, by Mesars. Monroe and Pinckney, to continue in force
for ten years. 'This seeured a reciprocal aad perfect liberty of
commerce and navigation, between all the British deminions in
Europe and the United States, a direct trade with all her do-
minions in.the East Indies, and the same rights of commerce
with the West Indies as had been before enjoyed, till. more sat-
isfactory arrangements could be made. It allowed not only. a
free trade from our own. ports to those of an enemy aod fromn
an enemy’s ports to our own, but stipulated that we might free-
ly trade tfrom an enemy’s ports in. Eunepe to her colonies, and
{rom her colonies to her ports in Europe, with enly this restric-
tion ; that all such goods should be 1anded in the United States,
aud pay, to our own treasury a duty of qne per cent ad-valorem,
on Europegn geods, and two per cent on colonial produce. It
provided that the searching of merchant ships, by ships of war
and privateers, should be conducted as favourably as the course .
of the war then existing will possibly permit towards the most -
friendly pewer that may remain neuter, observing, as much as
possible, the acknowledged principles and rules of the law of ;
natipns, That all commanders of ships of war and privateers;
and all others should forbear doing any damage to the neutral,
oF committing any outrage, and, if any aet to the eontrary, they
shall be punished and bound in.their persons and estates to make
satisfagtion and reparation for all damages, of whatever nature ;
angl that each commander ofa privateer, before he receives his
commission, shall give bond, with at least two responsible sure-
ties, in ,ﬂj’e sum of from fen to twenty thousand dollars to make
good all sueh damages. 'This treaty was signed under notice,
from the British ministers, that unless the French government
shoyld formally abandon the Berlin decree, or the United States,

.Lth'eir,co'nduct or assurance, should give security that they
would not submit thereto, the king would not be bound to ratify
the same. 'This treaty the President saw fii to reject, without
laying it before the Senate for their advice and consent,* In

% The President in his late message recommending the decla-
ration of war, says, « So far were the attempts carried to orer-.
coine the aitachment of the British cabinet to its unjust edicts,
thul it reoeiped every encouragement, within the competency of
the executive branch of our government, to expect thut a repeud
of them woyld be followed by a war between the United Staley &

rapce, unless the French edicls should also be repealed.” Hers

¥ ad
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January 1307, ta vetaliate (he Berlin Deeree. Great Dritain

passed her first Ovder in Council. In this she declared, no ves-.

sel shall be permitted to frade frem one port to another, hothi
which ports shall belong to or be in possession of Franee or hee
allies, or he so far under their controul as ihat British vessels
way not freely trade thereat.

In June 1807, the attack was made upon the Chesapeake. und
four persons were taken from her, by force. as Dritish decert-
ers. This act was immediately disavowed by the British go-
vernment and compensation tendered to ony minister in London ;
but our government directed that this affair shouid not he <epa-
rated from others, and, consequently, no reparation was made.
Early in July the President issued his proclamatiom: command-
ing all armed vessels of Great Britain to depart immediately
from our harbors and waters, and forbidding them and all others
under commission from that power to enter ; and if any should
remain or enter, prohibiting all interconrse with them, or sup-
plies being given them. 'This was done without secking any ex~
planation from the Briush government, or knowing whether the
attack was authorssed thereby or not.

In November 1807, Great Britain made another order. This
enacted that all the ports and places of France and ney allies or
any other courtry at war with England. and all other ports and

places in Europe from which the British flag is oxeluded and all v

3 e

gorts and places in the colonies belonging to the enemy should *

e subject to the same restrictions as though the same were ae-
tually and strictly blockaded; and that all trade, in articles
which are the produce or manufactures of the said countries or
colouies, shouid be considered to be unlawful, and every vesso]
trading from or to said countries or colonies shall be capturcd
and condemned as prize to the capiors.  Trom this oider wene
excepted such vessels and their cargoes as should belong to and
be cleared from such places as were not by their erder consid-
ercd to be in a state of blockade, direct to some port or place in
the colonies of the cnemy, or fromn those colenics, direct to the
country to which s-ich vessel belongs, or bound {rem or to seme
port or place of Great Britain, her allies or some of her depen-
dencies, under such regulations as should be presevibed. This
order also deelares that any vessel which shall have on board 2
certificate of origin, from a Freaeh commercial agent, or any
—
let it be asked, what more was required by the nole accompanying
Mr. Monroe’s lreaty 2 Had Mr. Jefferson, then, becn willing to
do what Mr. Madison now confesses he has since been anwiouy
to have an opportunily of performing, how mitch trouble and
migchief to the nalion would have been prevenied 2

'S
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deckred lawful nrize. No vessel coming directly from Eng.
Iand ar the English eolonies, or which has been there since the
publication of this deeree, shall be admitted into any port.

On the last of December 1806, a treaty was concluded with
Xongland, by Messrs. Monroe and Pinckney, ta continue in force
for ten years. 'This secured a reciprocal and perfeet liberty of
c¢ommerce and navigation, between all the British deminions in
Europe angd the United States, a direct trade with all her do-
minions in the East Indies, and the same rights of commerce
with the West Indies as had been before enjoyed, till more sat-
isfactory arrangements could. be made. It allowed not only a
£ree trade from our own ports to those of an enemy and from
an enemy’s ports to our own, but stipulated that we might free-
ly trade trom an enemy’s ports in Eugepe to her colonies, and
from her colonies to her ports in Europe, with only this restric-
tion ; that all sueh goods should be fanded in the United States,
aud pay, to oyr own treasury a duty of ang per cent ad-valorém,
on Europesgn goods, and two per cent on colonial produce. It
provided that the searching of merchant ships, by ships of war
and privateers, should be conducted as favourably as the course
of the war then existing will possibly permit towards the most "
friendly power that may remain neuter, observing, as much as
possible, the acknowledged principles and rudes of the.law of .
patipns, ‘That all commanders of ships of war and privateers,;
and all others should forbear dving any damage to the ncutral,”
or committing any outrage, and, il any aet to the contrary, they
shall be punighed and bound in.their persons and estates to make
satisfagtion and reparation for all damages, of whatever nature :
angl that each commander of a privateer, before he receives bis
commission, shalj give bond, with at least two responsiblo sure-
ties, in .'[ge sum of {rom ten to twenty thousand dollars to make -
zood ail such damages. 'This treaty was signed under notice,
from the British ministers, that unless the French government
shayld formaily abandon the Berlin dccree, or the United States,

Ltheir_(:shduct or assurance, should give security that they
would not submit theveto, the king would not be bound to ratify
the same. 'This treaty the President saw fit to reject, without
laying it before the Senate for their advice and consent,* In

"% The President.in. his late message recommending the decla-
ration of war, says, « So far were the attempts carvied to over-.
coine the attachment of the British cabinet to its unjust edicls,
that it reosiped every encouragement, within the competency of
the u,‘ccu!ii'd branch of our government, to expect that a repeat
of them ivoyld be followed by a war between the United Staley-&

ragpce, unless the French edicls should alse be reperled.” Hers
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Januvary 1507, to retaliate the Berlin Deeree. Great Dritain

passed her first Ovder in Council.  In this she declared, no ves-.

sel shall be permitted to trade from ouc port to another. hoth
which ports shall belong to or he in possessien of Franee or her
allies, ot he so far wnder theiv eontroul as that British vessels
may not freelv traide thereat. _

In June 1807, the attack was made upon the Chesapeake. and
four persons were taken from ber, by force, as British decert-
ers. ‘This act was immediately disavowed by the British go-
vernment and compensation tendered (o our minister in Loudon
but our government directed that this affair should net be cepa-
rated from others, and, consequently, no reparation was madle,
Early in July the President issued his proclamations command.
ing all armed vessels of Great Britain to depart immediately
frem cur harbors and waters, and forbidding them and all others
under commission frem that power to cnter: and if any <houid
vemain or enter, prohibiting all intercourse with them, or sup-

plies being given them. 'This was done without secking any ex~

planation from the British government, or knowing whether the
attack was authorssed thereby or not.

In November 1807, Great Britain made another order. This
enacted that all the ports and p]aces of France and her allies or
any other country at war with England. and =il other ports und

-3t ¢

places in Europe from which the British flag is excluded and all u“

Eorts and places in the colonies belonging to the enemy should * o

e subjeet to the same restrictions as though the same were ac.
tually and strictly blockaded; and that all trade, in avticles
which are the produce or manuia(,tures of the said ceuntries op
colonies, should be considered to be unlawful, and every vessol
trading from or to said countries or colonies shall be capturcd
and condemned as prize to the captors.  ¥rown this order were
excepted such vessels and their cargoes as should helong to and
be cleared from such places as were not by their order consid-
ered to be in a state of blockade, direct to some port or place in
ihe colonies of the cnemy, or fron these colenics, direct to the
country to which such vessel belongs, or bound from or to seme
port or place of Great Britain, her allies or some of her depen-
dencies, under such vegulations as should be presevibed. "This
order also deelares that any vessel which shall have on beard a
certifieaie of ovigin, from a French commercial agent, or any
W tetunnerr
let it be asked, what more was required by the note accompanying
Mr. Monroe’s treaty ? Had N'r. Jefferson, then, been willing to
do what Mr. Madison now cmzj’esses he has since been anxious
to have an opportunily of performing, how much trouble and
mischief lo the nalion would have been prevenled ?

"
-
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doeument reférring tlicroto, shiall be lawful prize.

In December 1807, the French Emperor passed his Milah
Decree, declaring that every ship, to whatever nation it may
belong, that shall have sabmitted to be searched by an English
ship, or to a voyage to England, or shall have paid any tax what
ever to the English, is thereby, and for that alone, declared to
be denationalized, to have become English preperty and to be
good and lawful prize, whether taken by ships-of war or priva-
teers, or seized after entering the ports of Frarce or lier allies:
and any vessel sailing from or to any port of England, her colo-
mies or of the countries oceupied by her troeps, shall also be
good prize.

Thus has decree been added to decree, and order to order, a-
fainst neutral commerce, by both belligerents. 'Those . "Eng-
land have unifermly allowed timne for their becoming known be-
fore they took Tull effect, but those of France have had no such
limitatien. Each nation has declared its own acts fo be in re-
taliation for those of the ether and each has pledged itselfto1c-
move his, when the other shall have rescinded on his part. Un-
der these decrees and orders, our property to a vast amount has
been taken and sold, our seamen plundered and left in distress
in foreign countries, thrown into loathsemre prisons, or forced or

.o1-4g., entered on board the armed vessels of the contending powers.
’,7 In the same month in which the Milan decree was enacted, by
the Emperor of Franee, our own government saw fit to lay the
€ general embargo.  'T'his continued in foree until the rising of
L2 the next s..s..on of Congress after the first of March, 1809.

In the spring of 1808, Mr. Rose had again signified the readi=
ness of the British government to make satisfaction for the out-
rage upen the Chesapeake ; but, as he was instructed not to de
it while the President’s proclamation was in foree, excluding
British armed vessels from our harbors and waters, and the
President would not recall that proclamation, the negociation
eame to an end.

At this time the seizures made by the bel'igerents on' our pro~
perty were to a vast amount. So great was the sum sequester-
ed in France that our Minister informed his government that
“its magnitude alone rendered hopeiess ali attemptsat saving it.”

On the first of March 1809, the non-intercoursc 18w was pass
sed, prohibiting, immediately, the entratice, into our hathors &
waters, of all public ships and vessels of Great Britain a9
France, and forbidding any intercourse with them, or iving
them any succour should they enter. After the 20th ds May
mext following, it forbid the entranee of any vessels whatseever,
or the admission of any goods, wares or merchandigze {rom any
port or place belonging to those-poaversy dheir volosics or depens
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Jeneies, and the importation from any foreign piace whateve: .
of any goods, wares or merchandize of the growth, produee or
manufacture of Great Britain or France, their colonics or de-
pendencics, or any place in the actual possession of either of
those powers. It also declared that il any vessel or any mer-
chandize should enter, contrary to this aet, they should ie for-
feited and scized.

This act seemed to bear equally on both the contending pow-
ers. Atfirst it appeared to be favourahly received by both, but,
in the scquel, produced very different effeets.

In April 1809, Mr. Erskine informed our government that, as
by this act, both belligerents were put in a state of equality, he
now offered reparation and satisfaction for the affair of the Ches-
apeake. This offer was aceepted by the President.  Mr. Ers-
Kine also stipulated that the ovders in council, as respects the
United States, should bave been revoked on the tenth of June
following. and measures should be taken for a full settlesnent of
all difficuities. In making this arrangement. the British gov-
ernment conceived that Mr. Krskine departed widely from the
letter and spirit of his instructions, and the President of the U-
nited States had also inserted, in his acceptance of reparation for
the affair of the Chesapeake, a clause stating that his Britannic
Majesty had omitted what best comported with what was due to
hisown honov. 'T'his elause was considered as full of disrespect
to hiis Majesty, and for both reasons the arrangement was not
ratified by the DBritish government, and the whole come to
nothing.*

Sre———

% JMr. Canning, on rerceiving this arrangement, from AMr.
Erskine, wrote lo him to this effect. It was distactly stuled. vy,
me, as « preliminary to an adjusiment of the affdir of the Chrs-
apeake, that such skips of war of France aswere in ports of the
U. S. should have been warned to depart.  Of this condition
you appear to harc taken no notice whaiever. It is much lo be
regrelted that, in points of so much delicacy. you should have
thought yourself authorised to depart so widcly, not only from
the letter but from lhe spirit of your instructions. < It remaing
Jor me to notice the cxpression so full of disrespect to his Majes-
ty, with which that nole Caccepting the veparation ) concludes.
Jam lo signify to you the displeasure which his Mujesty feels,
that any minisler of his Mejesty should show himself so fur in-
sensible lo what is due to the dignity of his sovereign, as to have
been contented fo receive and {ransmit to be luid before his Ma-
Jjesty a note in which such expressions were contained.”?

On the same subject, Mr. Juckson obserced ; < there was an
expression of JMr. Smliih, on the_fuce of Lhe arrangement, which,
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In May 1 810, was published the French deevee of HambouTet,
nearing date in March preceding, and dcclarmg that, because
we had passed the noa-intereourse law, of Mareh 1809, all ves-
sels sailing under the American ilag, or owned in whole or iy
part by any of its citizcens, which. reckoning front May 1809,
may have already entered, or shail mbsequenth enter the porty
of F'ranee, her colonies, or the tervitorics oceupied by the Frenek
armies, shall be seized and sold. )

Seizuvesy to the amount of many millions, were immediately
made under this deerce, avowedly on thie principle of reprisal,
nml on the same prineiple have been retained {0 this time.*—

nizland viewed the noa-intercourse law as opening a door for
pedcelul negociation, and improved it as such. ¥rance viewed
it as just cause of war, and seized on all our property she could
find,

"T'he Taw, which was the pretext of this universal seizure, was
suffered to expire, at the time to which it was limited, and, as
its substitute, the law of May 1810, was passed. Uhis prohibit-
ed both English and French armed vessels from entering out
ports or receiving sucesur ov aid, and declared that if eithet
power repealed its obnaxious orders or deerces hefore the third
day of March ensuing, so that they should cease to violate the
neutral commerce of the United  States. the President should
declave it by Proclamation, and all restrictions as to that nation
should cease. But if the other should not, in three months
thereafter, do tirte same, the non-intercourse should be revived
against her, to take effeet from and alter the expiration of three
months from the date of the President’s proelamation.

On the fifth of August following, the French government
presented to onr minister a note declaring that, in consequence
oi the non-intercourse Jaw, reprisal was a nntter of right, com-

manded by the dignity of France ; but as Congress now treads
at all events, put it totnlh; it of his M’nyesh; s power to rahfq
and confirm cny ae!, inzehich sich expressions were conlained.”

Nolwilhstandinz all this, the President declares, in his late
war message, that <¢ the whole arranzement was disavowed by
the British govermment without any explcmatmn which could a#
that time. suppress « belief that the disarowal proceeded from «

spirit qf hoslinty to the commercial inleresls ana prosperity of
Hie United Slates.”

" % In consequence of the seixures made under this and other
“Aierees, so many of our seamen were left int distress, in the porla
0] &&e and her dependencies, that 160,600 dotiuirs, il G-
tlan to what had been before granled, were appropriated from
the Treasurm Yy at one time, for their rvelief.

x ;\M“—l—&
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back its steps, the decrees of Berlin and Milan are revoked, and
from the first of November, they will cease to be in foree, it
being understood that, in consequence of this declaration, the
English shall revoke their orders in couneil, and renounce the
principles of blockade whici: they have attempted to establish,
or the Uaited States. eonformaile to the act of May 1519, shall
gause their rights to be respected by iie English,

In eonsequence of this note, and without seeing any official
act of repeal or peveeation, the President, on the second of No-
vember, proclaimed thie vevocation of the Berlin and Milan de-
ecrees,  Great Britzin contended that this repeal could not take

lace without an ofticial act of the Enmperor ; and as no such aet
{:ad been prodaced. they refused to reveke tiieir orders in coun-
cil, unti! that evideace should be given.  The Presidents there-
fore, on the second day of February, by proctamation. revived
the noun-intercourse against Great Britain, aud this was sanc-
tioned by an act of Coagress ot Muarch 1511,

In this state things remained ili the late embargae and decla-
ration of war against Kuglaed.  ‘The great question «eems to be,
whether the deerecs of Berlin and Milan ave vepealed.  Tlut
they are. nothing Las heen shown buat the note of the fitth of
August, declaring that they should Le on certain conditions.
That they ave not repealed, it is alledged that on the 31st of
March 1811, Napeleon declared they were the fundamental laws
of his empire.  Thus he contirmed what his minister of foreign
relations had said te him in November ;3 ¢ so long as Fagland
shall persist in her orders in council, your Majesty will persist
in your decrees.” So lately as the 10th of Murch last, the same
minister declarved, in a report te the Limperor, that until the
British orders in council are rveseinded, the Berlin and Milan
decrees will rewnain in force against those powers who allow
their flags to be denationalized. 'I'he ports of.the continent
shall not be open-d to denationalized flags or British merchan-
dize. ¥

T'his is a brief sketch of the progress of our nego«iations, theit
issue, and the present situation of our f5icign relations. On

* On the sixth of February last, Mr. Barlow wrole to the
Duke of Bussano as follows, * I understend the brig Belisarius,
of New-York, and her cargo, is about lo be confiscated, ufter a
report made lo his Mujesty, because this vessel and her cargzo are
tinble to iie weeree of Mitun, of swcvniior 180770 By o Ll
New-York list of condemned vessels, the bric Belisavius appedvs
to have been confiscated, metwithstanding the lelter of Mr. Bar- .
“ow. Howe could she be linble fo the Milan decree, if 1l 100s ve-
Voked we oTugusiy, unu ceasew (o ve in joree in November 1510.
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this hasty review, it will be proper for each one to ask some
such questions as these.

"‘Which nation has broken their solemn treaties ? Had not our
treaty with England expired and had not we refused to renew it
before her first orders in council were passed 7 Had not eur pre-
sident rejected a second treaty, even without showing it consti-
tutjonal respect, before her most obnoxious orders took eftect 2
‘Were not the decrees of France enacted in violation of an ex-
press treaty, signed by Napoleon himself, and then in full forece
and virtue ! That violated treaty expired in 180$, and has
Y'rance ever, since, offered us a new one ¢ Has not the Hornet
lately returned without such freaty, or being able to teli us when
we may expect one ?

What would have been our situation had the treaty made by
Messrs. Monroe and Pinckney been vatified 2 In consequence of
subsequent revolutions and conquests, would it not have opened
to us a free trade to almost all the world:* What need would
there then have been of embargocs, non-intercourses and non-
importations ! Look at that instrument and ask, what could we
expect more than is there contained ? It is true, Franece would
have opposed ; but would not her oppositien soon have subsided,
or becn, what our government was pleased to call it, an empty
menace ? ITad that treaty been adopted, what could have hin-
dered our being as happy as in the days of Washington ; as
prosperous as any nation that ever existed ?

Who has seized our property on principles of reprisal, and
withevt giving us due notice 2 Has Britain ever done either 2
We look for a solitary instauce, in vain. She has indeed wrest-
ed much from us, we have just reasons of complaint, but has
she not ever given us due notice of her orders and warned us of
the consequences if we did not observe them ¢ Has not the case
been directly the reverse with France ! Have not her decrees
all taken place immediately, without any previous notice, and
sometimes under the most inviting oncouragements of safety.
Look to the sweeping decrec of Rar.oulet, which wrested from
us s0 many millions ; did not its operation include twelve months
before its existence, and fourteen before it was known even in
¥rance ? Was it not an act of reprisal, of hostility, an avowed
chastisement because we had presumed to pass a certain muni-
cipal law 2 'Was it not waging war, for which no concession has

* By authenlic documents it appears that, for some years past,
nbout seven cighths of our ernorts, of domestic products, hace
been sent to those countries which are not under the eontrol of
France, and to which a treaty with England would «llow us
Jull access.
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been made, for which no reparation has heen offered 2 And yet
are we on lerms of peace with this nation, and at war with the
other !

At this time to enquire which nation has caused the greatest
sum of our losses, would perhaps be fruitless as it would certain-
ly be useless and disagreeable. On both sides we hehold cap-
tures, condemmations, impressments ¥ imprisonments, inereas-
ing in numbers and atrocity to a black catalogue. Dut we find
confessed reprisals, sinkings and hivnings only on tiw side of
France. Why then are we at war with K ngland aud not with
France ! Must not this be tiie true answer 2 We contend with
England because Franee will not show the act vepealing her
Berlin and Milan decrees. If she has no such document, & Ler
decrees have not been repealed, is there one who would waze
war with England ? 1f she has such an aet and will show it,
England has pledged herself to repeal Lev ciders and then the
cause of war would be no more.

With this view of things before us, what is our destiny ? In
the present hour of gloom and fureboding apprelicusions, no

* It is compuled that, in the heizhi of onr commeree, we em-
ployed more than 20,000 seamen, netrly onc third of our whele
number, who were not wnalive or naturelized citizens.  These
woere chiefly British subjcels and weve cither withon! proicctions,
or obtained them by fraud. Thesce. and not our nalive or nat-
uralized seamen, the Brilish government has claimed 1 »izht {o
tuke from our merchant wessels. Lt through mistake « nd the
unauthorvized arrogance of nural commanders, many of onr own
cilizens hwee also been taken ; and, in conscequence of owr ziving
prolections to known British seamen, they hace often beconie use-
less to our own.

Great Britain has ever professed a willingness to adopl! any
method that can be devised to prolect our ceamen und ol pre: ‘ent
ker from taking hers. She offered to My. King, to rvelinquish
the right on all purt.s o_f the occan exeept the navrie srus eonlig-
wous to her nalive islands.  She of)fered to My, Slonree to pass
lares making it pendd for British commendeis (o tuke Jdmerican
cemen, f wi would make it penal, by luzes for our officers lo
give cerlificates of cilizenship lo Erilish secamen.  Ncilher of
these offers were wcceded to by oy govermwment,  JdIn avranze-
menl on the subject was made by Messr-. Moy roe anil I"mhmq,
which Mp. Monroe has said, waes hoth honorable and advanti-
geous te ihe Uniled States, conluining, « cencession in our fa-
vour on the part of Great Brituin, never befcr wade, by a for-
mal and obligatory act of their zovernment, i uis erranzement
shaved tie same fate as The trealy, wady by these sentlemen,
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question eas be more impertant. It is our duty to understand
and exereise the rights of freemen, 'Toexamine, for ourselves,
the propriety or impropriety of measures. To discover the
reasons, investigate the greunds and discern the consequences of
these measures which we are called to support. 'T'o act, not
with a blind zeal for er against, but to search earefully, try
candidly and determine with all the deliberation and gravity
which become those on whom the fate of their country ultimate-
1+ depends. In a government like ours, the voice of the people
is supreme ; but it must be expressed according to the rules of
the constitution. By cvery coustitutional exertion, we should
endeavour that publie measures should conform to our individu-
al wishes, as much as possible, '

At no period, since our independence was declared, have our
prospeets heen so gloomy. It is not surprising to sce melan-
choly eountenances on this anniversary festival. 'The opera-
tions and consequences of war are ever to be dreaded, The de-
rangement of our affairs and moral principles, the destruction
of much property, health and life, are inseparable from its train.
'T'hese we have to dread, with the utmost certainty, In adverse
fortunc and defeat, we discern ccnsequences which will endan-
ger net only our prosperity, but our freedom and existence as a
nation. If victorious, can we cxpeet more than has been offer-
ed in forwer negociations ? We may have the friendship of
¥rance, but is that safe ? Has any nation flourished that has en-
Joyed it ? Look to Holland, to Switzerland, to Spain, to Germa-
ny. 'These have all enjoyed the friendship of the Emperor and
king. Mo their destruction they have experienced his loving
assistance and Kindest wishes.

What course then shall we take ? Shall we shrink from the
duty to which we are called by our rulers. This would Le eon-
trary to our most solemn constitutional engagements, and con-
fusion and anarchy would stare us in the face at every step.—
Constitutional prineiples must be preserved or all is lost. Evils,
if’ they exist, ought to be removed, and we have ample powers
for that purpose. Bui to endeavour to repair the building by
undermining its foundation, would be folly in the extreme. By
the steps of the constitution and by these only are nautional griev-
ances 1o be redressed, and national biessings to be sought.

It is with propriety enquired, what are our prospects of sue-
cess 2 1s this war, that defensive one, which alone can be law-
iul 2 Can we appeal to Ileaven for the rectitude and propriety
of our mieasures ¢ Can we rationally and piously hope that Je-
bovah will be our shield and our defence ¢ Can we in faith call
on God to teaeh our hands to war and our fingers to fight ¢ Be-
lieving 1 a divine providence, and realizing that, for suceess,
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we must depend on the blessing of the Supreme Beaing @ to he
obliged to answer any of these questions in the negative, muse
diffuse gloom and darkness in our way. It maust be peculiarly
unhappy to be called to act and yet be unable to diseover a suf-
ficient reason for our conduet. But unhappy as this circum-
stance must be, it is doubted whether it affords a sufficient yea-
son for disobeying the ealls of our rulers. We are more likely
to be dvcened than those who can take a moere extensive view
of the subjee They are our servants. We have .tppumtui
them to act ior us, and while we continue them in their staiions,
we must follow their recommendations or all ovder is subverted,
If the head and members are at varianee, what must become of
the body ?

If the decisions of our rulers are ocbtained by any uncanstitic-
tional and improper means, this lessens our obligation (o obey,
But this impropriety must be very apparent betore we can he
Justified in dischedience.  If the measure be eonstivutional, and
the error rests in the judgment or integrity of those whom we
qppoint to administer, we have no proper remedy bui in thie exa
ercise of our right of suffrage. ’'I'his i3 the constitutional and
sovereign remedy for all our political evils,  On the careful and
candid cxereise of this depends our nationsl happiness and exis-
tence. When this becomes the tool of a party, oris driven a-
bout by the wind of individual ambition, destruction and inisery:
must ensue. But when it is exercised with a proper reema
brance of its high importanee, and a selemn regi d to the outh
of God, whereby we are constituted {veemen, it is the hizhest
etvil privilege we can enjov. When the people wili thus come
forth in their constitutional majesty, they muy speak and i3
shall be dene, they may command and it shall stand fast. They
may say to the tempests of war, peace! he still ! aud 10 proud
individual ambition, hitherto shalt thou come anit no furilier i
and their command shall be obeyed. Tt in the prescut davkness
they say let there be light ! there will be light.

Important duties at this time devolve on all.  Independence
is the palladium that must not be lost. 1t will new require the
excrtions of every individual to preserve it.  Civa! magistrales,
you must be at your posts. You must be vigilant (o preserve
order, prevent increasing irregularity, and lessen as far as jos-
stble the calamitics of war. Military vliicers and soiciers, o
you it devolves, as you are called, to take the fielu and maintain
the liberties and independence of your country. Show your-
selves the true sens of those whe established these blessings at
first.  You ave our shield, our buckler, and, under Guod, ourlast
defence. 'I'arnish not your glovy by base inaction, noy by these
wanton exertions which are often niore disgracclul. It belongs

;

‘/’ )
i
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1o ministers of the gospel dand professors of religion to be mes-
sengers of peace, promoters of harmony and iutercessors with
Heaven for needed blessings.  IFreemen, it is yours to change
the fuace of the present scene, to give beauty for ashes and the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness, Stand at your
posts, be trne to your oatiy, to yourselves, to your country and
you cannot fail of' suceess.  Wives and daughters, it belongs to
you te encourage, to animaic and console.  Yours is a pleasant,
an agrecable but most necessavy part. Al will find suflicient
employment, and, under the blessing of the God of hosts, the
union of all will proecure that happy issue, which is so highly
Important and desirable.

My address now turns to the socicty, at whose request I
speak. Though unacquuinted with your constitution or pro-
ceedings, from what littde I have learned and scen respecting
you, I have a very favorabie opinion of your institution., Your
professed design is to eultivate beuevolence, disseminate correct
peiitical information, and inculeate the principles of that emi-
nent patriot whose name you bear.  Iluving assumied this ven-
eralble name, so justly dear toevery American, see that all your
actiens comport with its illustrious dignity. 'Washington ! the
name deidands from yon every thing that is great and worthy.
While you bear it, you must never he the promoters of a party,
but the friends of your country. 'T'he Coustitution must be the
foundation and reinain tiie main pillar of the edifice you build.
You must be ever ready at your ecuntry’s call. For her you
must live, and for ker you must be willing to die. 1t is noble
for ciiizens, by every proper measuve, cither as individuals or
connected in societies, to seck the welfare of their country.
Whiie this is ycur aim, you have certainly the privilege of de-
visiug, for vourselves, the best means, nor have any a vight, of-
ficiously to censure you till you are convicted of wrong motives °
or unfriendly conduet. You will not however forget that Wash-
incion condemned the sclf-created societies of his day, and will
condemn you il ' you deviate from the pure principles which he
maintained. Go on, Benevolent Washingtonians, in the path of
your great patron, and do much for his and your beloved couu-
try. The present erisis will demand your utmest exertions.
Wake fo action every benevolent power. Ardently and contin-
ually seek the peace and prosperity of the nation, With one
heart and one hand, may vou and your brethren in the different
states, promote the freedom, independence and happiness of our
common country, and the latest generations shall call you
blesscd.

Washington hearts and principles should not be confined to
any societics or names among our citizens.  All should feel a
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glowing love to their eonntry. There should be but one heart
and one sentiment to confirm, extend and perpetuate our inde-
pendent privileges. Individuals and parties should be forgotten
and our country be all.  With this union ¢ exertion our consti-
tution shall be preserved and our liberties be coeval with time.
The cause of freedom is glorious indeed. It must, it will pre-
vail. ‘T'he God of Glory will maintain it. Through the smiles
o his providence the final victory shall be ours. Though now
8 gloom is spread. the prospect shall brighten and future anni-
versaries of independence shall be josful, till all people shall
weleome its nervetual siiles, and liberty a.nd peace become ex-
tensive as the world. c
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4. Independence, gift of Heaven,
Best of Loous to mortals giv’n,

In joyful, grateful, tuneful throng,

Thy birth we greet, with festive song.

Thy charms alleviate our toils,

Our joys increase beneath thy smiles,

Our nation feels thy genial rays,

And every bosom burns with praise.
KEvery heart unite to day,
Every voice exalt the lay.
Hence contention, strife and war,
Sullen grief be banish’d far,
Notes seraphie each employ,
Independence wakes our joy.

2. Back we look, with gladen’d eyes,
Whence her natal beauties rise.
Amidst the toils and din of war,
‘Where fell destruction rolls his ear,
*Midst shouts of foes and savage screams,
Th’ emhattled field and bloody streams,
O’er fields laid waste and towns on fire,
Where captives groan and hosts expire,
See the angel form arise.
Catch her beauties with your eyes,
Independence ! yes she comes,
Precious to her favorite sons.
Bid her welcome, tune your voice,
Independence cries, rejoice.

3, Blessings rich her hands bestow,
Choicer gifts than tyrants know,
She breaks th’ oppressors galling chain,
Bids peace, content and freedom reign,
Extends our commerce far and wide,
Brings wealth untold with every tide,
Gives aid to useful enterprise,
And science raises to the skies.
Round her all the virtues stand,
Prompt t’ebey her high command.
All that virtue can desirve,
All that Freedom’s sons admire,
All that Patriots wish te know,
Lndependence can bestow.
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3. 'What confusions shock the world !
Princes from their thrones are hurled,

See truth and law and right contemned,

And innocence without a friend ;

Slaughter and famine waste each shore,

And ocean swell, with human gore ;

‘I'he Corsic tyrant’s eruel wand,

'Destroy the peace of every land.
‘Why are not these curses ours ?
Who protects our happy bowers 2
Who forbids our sons to die ?
Who prevenis the bondage sigh ?
‘Why do we in safety dwell ©
Independence, she can tell.

5. Lo! a voice salutes our ears,
Fills our souls with boding fears.

Is Independence yours ? it cries,

Have you not sold the precious prize ?

Do you not stoop to foreign wiles,

And cringe to gain a monarch’s smiles 2

Do you not wait your master’s nod,

And bow before a foreign God,
Second continental schemes,
Madly rave with baseless dreams ?
O that each could answer, no,
We ean never steop so low,
Every foreign wile’s in vain,
Independence we’ll maintain.

4. What then means this warlike sound ?
Why restrictive laws abound ?

Can taxes, loans, embargoes be

'The means to make a nation {ree ?

Can gain arise from constant less,

Submission strengthen freedom’s cause ?

Will base deception make us wise,

And want of faith bid virtue rise ?
Northern warfare can it be
Sure protection on tlie sea ?
Rouse to action every power,
Now’s the dire deecisive hour,
True to freedom’s high command,
Independence bids yeu stand.
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7.  Horrbrs thick around you wait;
Fell divisions waste the state,

AwaXke from shimber, ope your eyes,

Sce where impending danger lies.

Let hase intrigue no more controul.

Delusion break. Awake each soul.

Your constituti’nal rights assert,

Be oue, be one in hand and heart,
Else your liberties will fly,
Independence soon will die,
Freedom’s sons must feel the chain,
Despotism infernal reign,
Soon you hid with deleful knell,
Independence long farewell.

Y



