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SareM, July 5, 1862.

i.
Sin;

We desire to express our thanks for the Oration delivered by you on the
Fourth of July, at the M orth Bridge in this city, the spot en which our fathers

resisted successfilly the: oppressive acts of the British government, and opened
the stirring scenes of che * Revolution.”

No one could have listened to your eloquent appeal for the Flag of the
Union, {0 your able defence of the civil policy of the founders of our Gov-
crnment, and to your graphic review of the historic events of the times which
" we met to commemorate, without feeling desirous to preserve the Oration in

some permanent and proper form. '

Wo would most respectfully request a copy for publication.

- Truly, your obedient servants,
SAMUEL BROWN, ‘
DANIEYL II. JOHNSON, C’ﬂmg}fjﬁ‘fﬂ
THOMAS ASHBY, Arrangements.
GEORGE F. TIBBETTS,
GEORGE B. MELCIHER, Sccrefary.
To Dx. Grorer B. Lorive, Salem.

' | SALEM, July 8, 1862.
GENTLEMEN

I furnish most chicerfully a copy of the Oration delivered by me, at your
request, on the Fourth, at North Bridge.

For the kind and complimcntary terms of your note, please acecept my
thanks; and be assured that I endeavored in a humble manner to discharge
my duty to my fellow-citizens, by rehearsing the brilliant deeds of our ances-
tors, and by calling to mind the great principles upon which our government
was founded, and may now, as I believe, be saved.

; Respectfully and truly yours,

s GEORGE B. LORING.
SAMUEL BROWN,

Dawikr 1. Jounsoy,
Tioyas Asuny,
Gro. I', TinneTTs,

« Gro. I3, MEeLCHER, Scerctary.

Continitlee.



PROCEEDINGS,

Tuge Celebration-of the Fourth of J uily at the Noxth Bridge, in, Salem,
-was an occasion of extreme interest. In June o mecting was called of
the citizens of Nt:}rt}l Salem, for the purpose of making suitable ar-
rangements for the celebration, and of raising the American Flag upon
the spot, where the attempt of Licuienant-Colonel Leshie, under orders
from Genersl Gage, to scize cannon in Salem, was successfully resisted.
At this meeting a committec was chosen to get subseriptions for
defraying the cxpenses of the Celehration, and the following gentle-

men rendered pecuntury aid: —

Charles A. Ropes,
George F. Brown,
Willinm Saunders,
James Ropes.
Nathaniel Horton,
Stephen Symonds,
J. Ford Smith,

A. A, luvans,

F. E. Smith,

1. M. Scott,
Thomaz Symonds,
L. G. Symonds,
J. W. Pepper,
Francis (?UK.

1. I’. Porter,
Theron Palmer,
samuel Chureh,
H. O. Roberts,

C. . Pepper,
Georpge Batchelder,
Willinm Nourse,
A. . L.oud,

A. K. Nelles,
Josiah DBickford,

Francis Peabody,
William 1D NNorthend.
R. G. Goss,

Charles . Symondis,
Nathaniel A. Horton.
IZhenezer Symonds,
Ira .i. Webber,
samuel Rowles, Jr.,
1. D. Egan.

S. A, Melntwre.

J. M. Prime.

N. G. Symonds.

C. O, Davis,

J. . Towne,
Willinmn Hill,

Simon Stoddard.
Humphrey Cook,
George 11, Devereux,
. AL Dearborn,
Joln Chandler.

John D. Eaton,

A 4. L(}Ilﬂ,

Aricl Cook,

W. AL Read,



D. Mason,

E. B. 1de,

C. H. Ingles,

D. W. Lond,
James Clarke,
Edward Melcher,
G. W. Goldsmith,
N. E. Millet,
Thomas Twormey,
R. Harrington,

D. C. Symonds,

- R. . Manninjr,
F. Carleton,
William Cockenine,
C. . Buxton, |
Jawmes Donaldson,
J. W. Davis,

W. S. Dixon,

F. Smith,
Joseph Farmuer,
William Perry,
Mark Sanborn,

Daniel II Johnson,

George Boidwell,
Henry J. Cross,
J. Barker,

_ Edward Danforth,
T. Bryvant,

J. B. Edwards,
S, S. Symonds,
A. S. Harris,
George Wood,
Robert Saunders,
George 1. Estes,
N.J. Lord,

. Quimby,

D. B. Gardner,
J. S. Leavett,
L. Brown,

. S. Spauldin,
James Ropes,

L. Kimball,
W. (. Choate,

R. Brockhouse, .

8. F. Rozers,
T- IJOG}JJ’,

1 F

.ii

J. Foster Knights,

Tieut. D, 1L Juhnunn! ;fr.,

William Symonds,
William I*. Buftiun,
David Merritt,

" E. G. Buihank,

James Sanborn,
J. D. Fisk,
Isninh Slrﬂ\‘-’,

I . Symonds, -

T. 1. Giftords,
Henry Osbern,
Joseph W7 Sloan,
Willinm Mayunes,
Jonathan P, Davis,
Joshuit Uphnun,
Juscph I'. Farmer,
L. ¥. Carleton, .
T. Stedson,
Charles Beckford,
John H. Wheceler,
Samuel Kinsman,
I. F. Knight,
Willinm Melntire,
James Nichols,
Fré_tlerick Coombs,
George IL Davis,
J. W. Symonds,
C. Moulton, !
Jogigh Foster,
William Mead,

" Witliam P. Hayward,

F. I1. Quimby,
Stephen H, Phillips,
J. B. F. Osgood,

J. S. Rowe,

A. Smith, |-
William Mulnon.
A Gﬂf}t!lll{!,
R. S. lu.untaul, 1

D. Jahnsm,
FI] Brown,

Willerd P. Iilmhps

- A. Huntington,

EEE

George P, an rington,

IT . I.)Il'i’iﬂ,



J..Chapman, 0. P. Lord,

J. C. Lee, | N. 8. Symonds,

J. W. Pepper, | T. Palmer,

N. D. Symonds, . C. B. Fowler,

George Sanborn, Henry Gardger,

1, W. Lord, Joseph 8. Cabot,
Sk (icorge B. Loring, Samuel Brown.

At a meeting of the subscribers, held June 25th, it was voted to
mvite Dr. George B. Loring to deliver an oration, and Hon. George H.
Devercux and Hon, Stephen H. Phillips to speak also, Hon. Stephen
P, Webb, mayor of the city, was requested. to preside, and Rev. Wil-
lard Spsulding was invited to offer a prayer on the occasion.

The fiag-staff, 135 feet high, was raised on the 8d, a suitable plat-
form was erected, and both staff and platform were beautifully deco-
rated by the Jadies of North Salem. The names of Masox, FELT,
.Srraaue, Banvanrp, and Foster, all prominent citizens engaged in the
conflict, were inscribed on the front of the platform, surmounted by the
name of Wasnixarox. The whole was prt:)pcrly adorned with flowers.

On the morning of the Fourth a salute was fired at 6% o'clock. The
Salem Brass Band was in attendauee.  His Honor Mayor Webb called
the laﬁ;: concourse of people — whieh covered the wharf and the street
and bridge adjacent -~ {5 order at quarter hefore seven, with a short
and feeling appeal for the day and the Flag.  Prayer was offered by Rev.
Willaré Spaulding, and the following Ode, composed by Miss Mary E.
'1‘:-11(1, was read by the Mayor: —

O D E .

Song of Freedom, raise the Banner!
OF Fling its starry folds abroad;
e Conscerate anew the symbol
L To our country, and to God!

S
Nt
] 1-.I|I " l

Ti‘:}*’!tor hunds have marred its lustre |
"fmilit::d its honors in the dust !

‘Trampled .on the hallowed cmblem,
Our Forefethiers’ sacred trust,
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 ORATION.

1
_Ill-l.I| -
I"i
-
.

- Fervow-cirriziys of Massachusetts ; Americans by birth and by adop-
~ tion ; Lovers of civil and religious freedom ; Supporters of the Constitu-
 tion as written by the fathers; Defenders of the Flag of the Union: .

"« Wo have come up here in the early sunlight of this summer day, to

- pay our morning vows, as patriots and Christians, in this great temple

of nature, to the God of Freedom whom our fathers worshipped. Let us
rejoice that their government is still our own; that no convulsion has
opened between us and our Flag, the yawning and impassable chasm ;
that ours is the country ; ours, the Constitution ; ours, the nationality
born of the Rwdlutiqn s ours, the American history ; ours, the shrines,
the temple, the sacred places, the tomb, the dear and hallowed relics,
reminding us ever of the greatuess and glory of our national birth, and
of the blessedness of our inheritance. Ours is the anniversary of Amer-
ican Independence, the Fourth of July, the only Fourth, the day of days,
" sacred to freedom wherever the American heart beats. The altar. at
which we worship, is the altar erected by the founders of onr Republie.
The alleginnee which we recognize, is the allegiance of Washington.
The carth beneath our feet is still American soil, as he made it Ameri-
can. The seas, too, arc ours. The waves that beat upon our shores,
unbound as yet by other sway, proclaim to the mountains aud the valleys
that for themselves the Stars and Stripes are still supreme.  And while
we hear the tumult of the battle afir off, while our sons and brothers
are pouring out their blood for their country, while the whole civilized
world stands amazed at the strifc which rages among us, while the
awful reality of the conflict is written upon the wasted fieclds and burn-
ing villages of our brethren, and upon our owu dusolate hearthstones,
dur faith and hope are preserved, and all our desire 18 manifested in the
Elag which we still call our own, and from which no star has yet been
stricken by hand of oure. To others, one star after another may have
dropped from the heavens, but not to us. Lo others the fine gold may
he changed, but not to us.  To others there wmay be the charms of a
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new constitution and a uew flag, but not to us.  The love of our youtu
ig still dear. And lured by ne attroctions, deceived by no promises,
filled with no unnecessary fears, confident, devoted, faithful, belicving
in the intelligence of the people, in the wisdom of the gm"ernmant-, n
the justice of Heaven, znd n all round and healthy human pmgrcas, we
find no monument wore appropriate to mark the spot where the first suc-
cessful resistance to the march of oppression was made on this conti-
nent, than the flag of our country, radiant with all the staxs fixed there
by an advancing nation. Marble and brass may perish; but of the
story that in the midst of our country’s trials, we commemorated the
early heroic effort of our ancestors for independence, by planting here
with pious hands the flag of frecdom, unbroken, undivided, time shall
not bedim the lustre. The faith that inspires the deed shall receive its
reward. And if to this faith we add our works, sincerely wrought with
courage and patriotism, aud truc wisdom ; with superiority to all othor
queatmns than that of rcﬂtomnw our government; with an undym" 1
belief that the largest ph:lauthrup) iz cmbodied in our Federal Consti-
tution, with all its provisions; with a large and liber2l understanding
of our institutions: with a gencrous weleome to all who may return to
their allegiance ; with o firm trust that what scems (]!111'1; to us 1n oux
social organization, the Providende of God will ono day lllumme we
shall have done what in us lies to restore peace and happiness to our
land, end fo transmit our flag, with all its !:lﬁl‘lﬂl.lb mcnories. and mn‘-
nificance and promise, to those who come after us e
The event which we have et to commemorate is full of interest and
of meaning - Fighty-seven years ago, when the- right of ' British troops
to ¢ross this stream was dispnted by the men of Sﬁlem, Bo freeman’s
foot pressed the soil on which we now tread.  They were subjects of
the crown, who rescuad from a tyrant's grasp those weapons which were

to De used for a tyrant's purposes.  And not by accident, wot by im-;
pulse, but taught and lmmllcd by the events of years, did our cmzens =

of that day oppose by foree thix carly attempt at viclent ‘subjugation..
"From the earliest settlement of the eountry, there seems to have bf.,cn
a gpontaneous rrruwth of representative governments, The colonial leg-
idlatures sprang inta existence without concert of> action on thie part of
the colonies, without special grant. but ag it were from » popular in.
atinct, that they lay at the foundation of that canmtuhoml freedem
which cur fathers sought on this continent. “ A House of Burpgesses
broke cut in Virginia in 1620, says Hutchinson; asd “although there
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was ne color for it in the Charter of Massgychusetts, a House of Depu-
ties appeared suddenly in 1634." All attempts to cheek this failed.
is Lord Suy tempted the prmclpal men of Mussachusctts to make them-
selves and their heirs nobles and ahsolute governors of a new colony,
-b:,{tt. under this plan they could find no people to follow them.” The
colonists were not to be led away from that principle of government,
which was the great prize in the new world, and for the possession of
" which they braved the dangors of the sea, and welcomed the gloom and
horrors of & savage wilderness. For nothing eame from Europe hut a
frec peoplo, — 0 people determined to leave beliind them all those social
and political dislinctions which ages had fixed there, and to bring with
them a new charter of freedom, a new gospel for the healing of the
pations. Under the benignant influcnces of frea government thus founded,
without ostentation and display, an intelligent, frugal, industrious peo-
ple rose to o state of gemeral prosperity and clevation unknown before.
For nearly enc hundred and fifty yecars the work went on, silently and
imperceptibly, until there suddenly appeared before the statesmen of
the old world, o vigorous, defiant, untamable young nation, whose “politi-
cal philcraophy was oexpounded by Jefferson and Franklin, whose orators
and warriors were Warren, and Hancock, and Washington, ‘llld Patick
Henry, and Putnam, and Greene, and the two Adamses, duo fulmrza
belli, before whose flaming words the orators of Eugland grew dumb,
—- and before whose ﬂ'mnng swords the warriors of England laid down
their arms.

The attempt of Great Britain to deprive the colouies of that represen-
tative system, of which I have spoken, hastened on the Revolution. The
passage of the Stamp Act and the Port Bill, fell upon the minds of
spirited and jealous people like a decree of bondage. The presence of
bodies of armed men, instead of producing that intimidation which was
expected, served only to cement the colonies in a common bond for mu-
tual support and proiection, *

History presents no parallel to the devotion exhibited by the various
colonies then composing ouvr country,. scattered as they were, over a
large cxtent of territory, and bound together, not hy common intercst,
but by o common and all prevading sentiment of freecdom.

In Boston, the opposition to the oppressive acts of the mother coun-
try had been most vigorous; to Boston, the torture which should pro-
duce submission was applicd ; and around Boston, the cities aml towns
-aud colonics clustered, with hearts full of symputhy and hands full of
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aid. On the 10th of May, 17 74, “tha act closing the port of Boston
transferring the Board of Customs to Marblehead, and the seat of gov-
ernment to Salem, reached the devoted town.” From that hour the
work began. The -counsel und advice .of the surrounding trownsiwem
asked by Boston, and given; the poor were provided for, in view. of the
coming trial ; and the inhabitants, 'by the band of Szmucl Adams,
made their touching appeal « to all the sister colonies, pmmlsm‘b to
suffer for America with a becomlng fortitude, confessing that singly
they might find their trial too severe, and entreating mot to be left to .
struggle alone, when -the very bemrr of every ct}lony, congidered ag g
 free mele, depended on the event.” o

The cause of Boston became common cause for the other nnportant
towns in the colony. * The merchants of Newburyport were the first
who agreed to susrend all commerce with. Britian and Ireland. Salem,

‘also, the place marked,‘out as the new seat of government, in a
" very Tull town meeting, and after some impagsioned debates, decided

"1lmost. unammwsly to stop trade not v.nth Britain only, but cven with

i 'th& Wcst Indies.” A.hundred and’ twenty-ﬁw of the merchants of this

| town prot-cstcd against. turmng the trade of Boston into our own harbor,
SAying, “We yaust be lost to all tcehngs of Jhumanity, could we indul ge
one thought to’ seize.on. wcalth and rais¢ our fortunes on the rum of our
g .su&'erlng nmghbors. A | ’ .
" 'he hisiorian of the Umted Sta,tea tells us tnat ““qg 80O 13 the truu
chamcter of the 2 2ct closmg the pﬁrt of Boston bemme ]\nﬁwn n. Amer-_
o, every colony, every cn‘:y cvely wllage, and, a8 it w ere;” thc inmates
of every farm Lause, felt 1t as a wound of their, '1ffe:-tmnq ‘‘The towns

- of Mass achusetts a.beunded in kind' oﬁiccs The aofomes ﬂcd mth

cach other in hhemhfy The r-.,{eard kept m Boqtou shows tlnt tlm pat— |
riotic and gonerous pcup]e of, South barolma were: the ﬁrsb ta nunlsterl

L the suffcrers, gending ewrly in J une two hundred': b¢rrelb of rice, and .

PrOIﬂlBng cln-hb hundmﬂ .-.morc Ab Wllmmgwn, Nmth Uftrohna the _: |
‘:“sum of . two . fhauﬁunrl pounds c.urmncy was raised in zt. fow da.vs . ﬂm‘ -
woinen of the® phue g{wc hbemlly ;- Parker Qumcu oﬂ”crcd lus veesel:to
'q;:..;rry a Inad of prowsmns freighb free, a.ud mautér and. niamwrs volun.

.- teered: to. navwa.te her withiout ‘wages.- Lord N Orth had called the .

American Union s rope of sand';. w1t ] i a roIJe of sand th'lt Wln. hang* -

hlm,” said the peop]e of Wllmlnn'ton. R SRR -
H.Lrtford waﬂhc fivst place n Gonnechcut to pledfre ita aaﬂlstanw 5

but the earllest (ionainon rcccwed Was of two hundred and ﬁfty-elght

- &
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sheep from Windham. ¢ The taking away of civil liberty will involve
the ruin of religious liberty also,” wrote the ministers of Connecticut
to the ministers of Boston, cheering them to bear their heavy load
““with vigorous Christian fortitude and resolution.,” ¢ While we com-
plain to Heaven and earth of the cruel oppression we arc under, we
aseribe righteousness to God,” was the answer. ¢ The surprising union
of the colonies affords encouragement. It is an inexhaustible source of
comfort that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” _
The small parish of Brooklyn, in Connecticut, through their com-
mittee, of which Isracl Putuam was & member, opened a correspondence
with Roston, ¢ Your zeal in favor of liberty,” they said, * has gaincd
4 name that shall perish but with the glorious consteliations of Heaven;’
and they made an offering of flocks ot‘ sheep and lambs,  Throughout
all New Lngland the towns sent rye, flour, peas, cattle, sheep, oil, fish ;
whatever the land or the hook and line could fumish, and sometimnes
gifts of money. The French inhabitants of Quebee, joining with those
of English origin, shipped 2 thousand and forty bushels of whez,
Delaware wag so much in earnest that it devised plans of sexding
relief annually. All Maryland and ail Virginia were contributing lib-
erally and cheerfully ; hemg resolved that the men of Boston, who were
deprived of their daily labor, should not lose their daily bread, nor be
compelled to chunge their residence for - want. In Fairfax county,
Washington presided at a spirited meeting, and headed o subseription
paper with his own gift of fifty pounds. A special chronicle could
bardly entmerate all-the generous deeds.  Beyond the Blue Ridge, the
hardy cmigrants on the banks of the Shenmandosh, many of them Ger-
mans, met at Woodstock, and with 3Muhlenberg, then a clergyman, soen
to bo a military chief, devoted themselves to the cause of liberty.
Higher up the valley of Virginia, where the plough already vied with
the rifle, and the hardy hunters, not always rangiug the hills with their
. .dogs for game, had also begun to till the soil, the summer of that year

. ripened the wheat fields of the pioncers, not for themsecives alone.

When the sheaves had been harvested, and the corn threshed and
ground, in a country as yet poorly provided with barns or mills, the
‘backwoodsmen of Augusts county, without any pass through the moun-
‘tains that could be called a road, noisclessly and modestly delivered at-
~ Frederick, one hundred and thirty-scven barrels of flour, as their remit-
" tance to the poor of Boston. Cheered by the universal sympathy, the
inhabitants of that town *‘ were determined to hold out, and appeal to
“the justice of the colonies and of the world: " trusting in God that
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“ these things should he overruled for the eshmbhshment of hberLy wr—- SN

tue, and happiness in America.”

While this spirit of generous charity, which can never be forgotten,
was displayed North and South, towards the principal object of the’
wrath of Great Britain, political movements were also going on.in the
colonies, whose importance was not fully appreciated in that day, and
cannot bo overestimated in ours. The sympathy which for a time found: *
expression in acts of kindness, soon created a desire for a more pmctxcal
and substantial Union; and the call was universal for a general Con-
gress. The Sons of Liberty in New York, although. at length over-
whelmed by the moderate men of that city, proposed as their last -act,
the assembling of a Congréss for the Colanics. Their appeal to Vn,w
England and to the southern colonies was heard and anawered-—Phﬂzi-
delphia and New York, which had then passed out of the hands' of the
Sons of, Liberty, alone giving a covl and fechle vesponse. N

Bultimore at oucc advocated suspension of trade with Great Britain, .
and a Congress; saying to the ¢ friends” in- Boston, "l‘l.t*- Supreme
Disposer of all events will terminate this severe trial of your patlcnce
in a happy confirmation of American freedom.” |

New IIampslure and New Jersey joined.: heartlly in the movement,

“South Carolina, although pressed with no grisvances, and d?pendent
chiefly for her trade on British factors, dcclared that ¢ the whole con-
tinent must be animated with one great soul, :md all Amemzms must
resolve to stand by one another even unto death.” | ‘

Virginia, loyal still, and entertaining no- thought of revolution,
guided by the cloquence of Patrick Hewnry, the wisdom of Lec and
Waalnn"ton, and the sagacity and learning of Jefferson and: Guorge'
Xtason, adopted in its House of Burgesqes, a resolution, which' ¢ was in
itéelf o solemn invocation of God, as tho witness of their deliberate -
purpose, to rescue their liberties, even at thé risk of heing compelled
to defend them with arms,” ‘They sclected the d'l-j’ on which the Bos-.
ton Port Act was to take cffect, as o day of fastmg and ' prayer. “:And
when for this act of ‘disobedience, Lord Dunmore dissolved the House,
a committce met at once, summoned 2 convention of delegatcs and in-
aungurated o mvoh.tmn. The mﬂuence of‘ Vlrguna controlled ’\Tmthf"
‘Carolumh | C = | n ,

This act of Vlrglma was consummated a Wﬂhamsburg. a spot. uﬁon |
which we now turn our cyes once more, with that same painful, interest
Whlcll ﬁllcd the ardent ‘breast of Samucl Adams, as he wmted; for a
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- voice from the Old Dominion, to cheer him iu his gigantic labors. For
- at Williamsburg  the cause of the Union, once more at stake, has beenll
sustained through the fiery trial — at Williamsburg, where the name of
McClellan, the Wagshington of this later day, has been a watchiword for
the sons of Massachusctts, in the struggle for tho Constitution which
made Boston and ‘Williamsburg one, and united the Adamses and
Washmgton as brethren.,

The, colonics were now fully a.rouﬂed——-and so was Great Brlt..m.
Thurlow and Wedderburae gave their opinion that the Provincial Con-
gress of Massachusetts was a trcasonable body ; and after long negotia-
tions among tho ministers, and yvarious propositions, to all of which the
King turned a deaf car, it was resolved in December, 1774, to ¢ inter-
dict all comeree with Americans; to protect the loyal, and to declare
all others traitors and rebe |

In all this crisis Salem had taken an active part—mnot, however,
without some division of sentiment among her people. Her two repre-
sentatives in the Provincial Congress, William Brown and Peter Irye,
voted to sustain the order of the king, to rescind the circular sent by
Massachusetts to the other colonies, in opposition to the duty imposed
by Parliament on paper, glass, painters’ colors, aud teas ; but the peo-
ple here voted to thank the ¢ glorious ninety-two,” who voted not to
obey the king, ¢ for their firmness in maintaining our just rights and lib-
ertics” \When General Gage determined to remove the trade from Boston
to Salem, forty-cight of our merchants, ¢ commiended to him the trade
and welfare ‘of the,town; but one hundred and twenty-five patriots
declared ‘in written address, that they had common cause with the
oppressed city, and would in no way take advautage of the prolubition
of her trade. On the 7th June, 1774, the Provincial Congress assem.
bled in Salem, under order from Governor Gage. But be fared no better
here than he had done in Boston, before the pressure of popular senii-
ment, For on the 17th of June, ten days after assembling, they re-
solved that a General Congress was necessary, and that they proceed to
choose delegates. They protested against the arbitrary order for removal
of the Asscmbly to Salem. Samuel Adams was amony them ; and he
never slumbered nor slept until he had suceeeded 10 securing the elec-
tion of Bowdoin, Somucl Adams, John Adams, Cushing, and Robert
Treat Paine, as delegates to the General Congress, to assemble at Phila.
delphia on the first day of September. The Assembly sitting in Salem
" was Immediately dissolved by Gage, wi e seeretary read the proclama-
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tion on the stairs leading to the hall of meeting, finding it impossible
to gain admission. This event occurred in tho"Town House, erected in
1718, and ¢ situated on Esse:.. S xeet, next to and weatwanl of the
First Church.” ' .l

The people of Salem, filled mfh thc fervor which inspired thu whole
country, had now taken matters into their own hands. They chose &el-
egates in town meeting to attend the convention in Ipswich, and declared -
that *“ we hold our libertics too dear to'be sported with, and are theve-
fore most seriously determined to support them.” They called on Poter
Frye to apologize for issuing a warrant to prosccute the commlttce ‘who
allowed the town meeting, and to agree to hold no commission under
the new act of Parliament; and he ¢ gave his consent.” 'ilhey waited
on William Brown, and demanded of him to resign his offices of coun-
sellor and judge; he agreed to act with ‘honor and integrity.” - They
required William Vans and others, who had sigued an address to Gov-
crnor Hutchinson, approving of his course, tv explain and apologize for
such conduct.’ 'They opened their arms to receive the Provincial Leg-
islature, which met in Salem, October 5th, in disregard of the order of
Governor Gage, aud protected- them until they adjourned  to meet in
Concord. They I‘Cb{ﬂ\'ﬂd that their collectors of taxes should pay * no
.more money to Harrisolt Gray, the province treasurer.” And, ns I have
said bhefore, they offered freely of their substance for the hupport of their
guffering brethren in Boston,

The winter of 177475 came on. The gulf bétwecn the colenies and
the mother country grew deeper and broader continually. ~ Gage had
grown weary of endeavoring to- control the Provincial Assembly of
Massactusetts, and had ‘proceeded to fortify Boston. Twenty thousand.
volunteers from the inland counties had marched towards Boston, on the
‘seizure of powder and field-picces in Medford, and had sorrowfully dis-
persed, hecause they were told that ¢ the hour had not }'et come,
+ Qutside of Boston the king's rule was at an end.” All attempts of
the crown judges to-hold courts in the province failed.  Oliver, the
lmpeachcd chicf Justlcc, had declared it impossible to exercise his
office, as none would act as jurors. ' The Suffolk Convcntmn had met,
and under the lcad of Warrcn, to whom Samuel Adams, who was now
in Congress, had entrusted the guidance of affairs ‘in Maﬂsachusetts
had resolved ¢ that the sovereign .who brcaks his compact with his
people forfeits tlieir allegmme By their duty to God, their country,
themeelves, and posterity, thcy pledged the country to mamtaln tlieir



17

civil and rchgous libertics, and to transmit them entire to future gen-
cmtlons They rojected as unconstitutions] the regulating act of Par-
lmnent and.all the ofticers appointed under its authority. Attributing
to the British commander-in-chicf hostile intentions, they dirceted the
collectors of taxes to pay over no money to the treasurer whom he recog-
nized. They advised the towns to elect for themselves officers of their
nnhtm, from such as were inflexible friends to the rights of the people:
For purposes of provincial government they advised a Provineial Con.
aress, while they promised respeet and submission to the Continental
Congress,” — a recognition of State and XYederal authority, in a trying
hour, worthy of notice. ¢ They determined to act towards Great Britain
on the defensive, so long as such conduct might be vindicated by reason
and the principles of self-preservation, hut no lenger.”

Congress, too, had met ; and Patrick Henry, and Samuel Adams, and
John Adams, aud George Washington, and John Rutledge, and Richard
Hemry Lee, and Roger Sherman, had deelared that « an entire new gov-
ernment must be founded,” and that ‘¢ our ancestors found here no gov-
ernment ; and as o consequence, had a right to make their own,” In
. support of thig, the eloquence of Patrick Henry burst like a torrent from
his native hills. By his side stood the intrepid auwd accomplished Lee.
The right arm of Washington was nerved at bnce for the great service,
which soon devolved upon him. John Adams, acute, impassioned,
learned from the hest New England schools, bore the cause on through
all opposition. While Samuel Adams, “although by no means remark-
able for brilliant abilities,” earried the great proposition home to the
people, and with a skill which no faction could resist, gave to the oven-
ing revolution all the tone, and manliness, and uncompromising resolve
of hig own undaunted spirit.

It was now the month of February, 1775. On that month Chatham
presented his ““conciliatory measure”™ in Parliament, which satisfied
IFrankliv, and which Jefferson approved, but of which Samuel Adams,
the wary and far-sighted, said: ¢ Let us take care, lest instead of a
thorn in the foot, we have a dagger in the heart.” On that month
Massachusetts was declared by Parliament to be in rebellion ; although
Wilkes declared that “a fit and- ‘proper resistance is a revolution, not a
rebellion.” . On that month,t he Provincial Congress of Massachusetts
appointed a committee of eleven, to take possession of the warlike stores
in the province, and to muster fo many of the militia as they should

,]udgc necessary.  On that month, of o winter mild and beautiful beyond
9
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compare, the people of New Lngland turned their grateful hearts to God,
“as they recognized this + gracious interposition of heaven,” amidst all
their trials and sufferings; and listencd with rencwed courage to the
words of cheer, which.came to them ;from the farmers of the Mohawk
and Hudson, from thc “ dwellers on the waters of the Shemudmh'”
from the adventurers in the valleys of Kentucky, from the sunny South
and cven from the despotic shores of Eurepe.  On that month, the event |
took place which we would now commenmorz .2, and which derives . its
significance and importance from its connection with the- great stniggle
which I have brought before your minds. Leslie’s expcdmon Was ono-
of the measures adopted by Governor Gage to disarm the pcople of
Massachusetts, who were preparing to strike for their freedom. It
belongs to that scries of events, of which the seizures at Medford and |, -
Newport were successful, and of which the march to Concord and Lex.
ington furnished one of the great cvents in history. It was & bloodless
victory of American citizens over their oppressors, & vietory won by a{'
digplay of that intrepidity and resolution which at last gave us our frde-
dom. A single paragraph in history records the tale. But as.wo read
the list of our townsmen, wha took their fcarlcss stand here, we find
names which should be enrolled by the side of those who fell at Lexing-
ton and Concord, ag ready te do, or die for their country, armed with
fealous care against the first approaches of the foe and oppressor: 1
The ¢ cormmittee of eleven ™ appointed by the l‘rovmmil Congress to
take poseessior of the warlike stores in the province, had been active in
the discharge of their duty, in spite of the spics of Governor Gage,
who watched them.at every corner. . Among the many little collections
of the rude and prumitive ordnu,nce of the times, which' thoy made in
varions parts of the province, there were scvcntcen cannon secured in
Salem, and placed under the care of Captain David Mason, a painter, ;
electrician, lecturer, a patriotic mechanie, a citizen soldier — one of that" |
class who closed the workshops of New England during the d'ukness of
the war, and returned not until the light of freedom broke over the ;
land. Cuptain Mason had cmployed Robert Foster,© 4 blacksmlth,
whose shop stood near this very spot, to mount these guns. on cmrnwes, 5
for the use of the province. . A journeyman of I I‘ostcr 8 actmg tlm part

l .

*Felt, in lus Annals of Salem, gives the name of Jﬂhll to Captmn I‘oster,
who took part in this affair, I have learned from his de‘:cend'mts, that Captain
Foster's christian name was Robert. |
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of spy for Governor Gage, betrayed the seereb to the British authorities
in Boston, on Saturday afternoon, the 2ith of February, Gage had
‘not forgotten his recent troubles in Salem — the Congress here — the
town meeting — the choice of delegates to the General Congress— the
fow stormy months of his rcsidence among us. He was in hot haste to
intimidate the rekellious town ; and he ordered Colonel Leslic to leave
Castle William, in Boston Harbor, the following morning, with a hody
of men sufficient to seize and remove the guns.
It was the early dawn of a Sabbath morning, at that season of the
year, when all nature is wrapt in repose, that u transport Glled with
ermed men, cast off from the wharf at Castle William, In the gray
morning light, no other objeet was astir. The waters of the deserted
harbor, bound with icy shores, lay without a ripple, as if the frost-king
had already laid his hand upon them, and fixed them there. - The tall
and motionless mast of an English man-of-war stoou sentinel over the
scene, The oppressed and down-trodden city was wrapt in the depth
of morning slumber, the aching and defiant hearts there all at vest,
The trausport passed on; and as the sun rose with cold reluetant ray
upon that wintry landseape, she shot out from among the islands in the
harbor, and turncd her course along the headlands which mark the
northern shore of Massachusetts Bay. At high noon of a short nid-
winter day, the vessel, with its accursed freight, rounded the rocky
point of Marblehead, and came to anchor. The steersman lounged.
lazily at the filler; two or three men preed her deserted deck. The
short ¢ interim of divine worship,” which the puritan allowed himself,
wag ended,; and the church bells of Marblehead had summoned the in-
habitants to their afternoon devotion, The last notes of the opening
psalm had hardly died away, when the sound of drum ard fife was
heard in the streets, and three hundred avmed men, the freight which
that mysterious vessel had landed at Homan's Cove, met the gaze of the
astonished worshippers.  With a quick impassioned supplicatien for
their country, the pustors sent forth their flocks to wateh the course of
the invaders. | |
Their steps were soon turned towards Salem. Suspeceting the object
of the visit, Major Johu Pedrick ¢ hastened hither to give the alaym.”
Leslic and bis troops marched ou, over the then sparsely scttled road
between Marblehead and Salem, passed the Derby manston, which then
~stood alone in the ¢ South ficlds,” and defiled along the. erooked carriage
“path, occupying at that time the place of the present broad and heauti-
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ful southern avenue to our city. On reaching the South Bridge they
were obhgefl to stop and repair the dpmage done there by the inhabi-
tants, to arrest thelr progress; Having accomph:.-.hed this, the advance
guard marched casterly towards Long, now Derby W harf, ihile the
main body advanced towards the Court House on Essex Strect, thenee
up Court, now Washington Strect, and dcmn Lynde Street, towards
North Bridge.

The inhabitants of Salem were already aroused. A body of pebp]c
had gathered in front of the First. Church, where tho youthful Dunbar
had just implored divine bleasing en his country, and where. tho heart
of the venerable Barnand lingered and worshipped, as he lay upon his
paralytic bed.  The younger Barnard, who had just commenced at the
North Church a long carcer of picty, uscfulness, large patriotism, and
unboundell -faith in Christ and his teachings, which gave .peculinr
lustre to that ancient pulpit; who, in the c*nhcst days of the Rovolu-
tion, wrote as a prophet to Judge Curwen, what the lotter was pleascd:

to call «fancies aqnd delusions,” with regard to the « power, strength,
gmndeur, and prowess, by sea and land, of the American people,”
¢+ their policy, patriétism, industry, i)mgress in the useful urte, and
their fixed determination: to withstand the attacks of tyranny ;" had
dismissed his con"rcg*ltmn and repmwd with them to the. scene. ofi ac-
tion. In the East Clinrch, the Rev. James Diman closed the Scrip:
tures, which he had expounded to that peoplc for nearly forty years,
blessed his congregation, and departed to join his townsmen’in arme.
Antipas Stewart, the schoolmaster, who read the. Church Service on
that afternoon at St. Peters, hastened through the first lesson, and then
led his hearers to the fight. ' The strects of the town, just now so silent,
were suddenly filled with an anxieus erowd, in Sunday attire, mqmrmg
of each other what these things meant.

But one man in the mulfitude was fonnd ready to point out to Le%hc
the way to the North Bridge. Samuel Porter, a lawyer, recently from |
Ipswich, used his cane: for that purpose, and then retired with it to be
heard of no more. “We liave no account of lkis cvening w'ilk, 'I‘he
Hon. Richard Derby, who .owned u. part of the cannon, whon 1cquest<.d
to exert his influence for their surrender, replied, ** 1f he can find then,
lie can take them,” —-a privilcge of doubtful utility in such an hour.

Ieslie und- his men arrived at Norily Bridge, attended by A concourss-
~ of people; a few of whom were armed, but to find the draw raised, to

‘prevent his further proglcss He and his men were silent, sullen, and
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gomewhat ¢ impaticnt te elose the difficult misssion ;” evidently fearful
of bloodshed. A dense mass of people hovered about his troops on one
side of the river, and. on the other was Tirothy Pickering. with forty
armed militls, and ranks inereasing, ready to dispute his advance,
chould he eross the bridge. Captain Mason had meanwhile conveyed
the ordnance to u thicket back of Devereux's hill, a mile’s march {rom
the waters. The aspeet of il popular leaders there was such as to re-
move %11 hope of trifling.  Vickering, who had just been chosen Colonel
of the 1st regiment. in place of William Brown, whose officers had re-
signed on account of his attachment to the royal cause. confronted the
invader from the opposite bank, with a port and mien which few men,
during his Jonz and active life, dared to resist. John Felt, who had
quietly * kept close to Leslic every step from the Court House,” and
whose name shonld he recorded for the admiration of all time, as that
of u man whose self-possession and courage did not desert him 1n an
hour of dauger, whose eye and voice did not fail when death stared
him in the face, who possessed all his faculties witholit undue agitation
and concern when the time required him to he most a man, whose pres-
ence by the side of the invader was like the power of an opposing army
— John Felt stood there, a pillar of indignant humanity, beyond ghich
those men dared not pass, e cshnly suggested to Leshic that a strug-
ale with the people would instantly awake a persoual struggle between
themselves, in which the life of one er both should be saerificed. When
Leslic threatened to fire on the people, he said to hitn, * You had better
not fire ; you have no right to fire withont further orders, and if you do
fire, you arc all dead men.” ¢ Tor there,” said Felt, peinting to the
dense masy of his townsmen on the shore, *¢is @ multitwde. every man
of whom is ready to die in this strife)” Major Joseph Sprague, too,
will always be remembered as he whe, unarmed, leaped into his boat
aud seuttled her, when the enemy proposed to use her in erossing the
stream.  These men all faced instant death, with a fearlessness which
disarmed their foes, and gave them a charmed life, instead of the early
martyrdom which they were ready to soffer for their country, with its
immortal renown.  Jonas Parker fell on the green at Lexington, having
made a solemn vow never to run from British troops; and as his spirit
ascended to heaven, his name was recorded high in the temple of tame
for the admiration of all men, and as an example for his people.  [Let
us write the name of John Felt, there, by 1ts side, as of him who taught
the men of Lexington how to face a foe.
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The people had now become oxceaswely cxasperated. They heaped
abuse upon the troops, as myrmidons of King George, who had come to
murder an unarmed and defenceless people, whose wives and children

appealed silently to them for mercy. They claimed the right to defénd -
their own highway and their own property; and they vowed to do it.

even unto death. The assistants of Sprague and Felt had been wound-
ed by the bayonets of the soldiers, as thcy were destroying the boats
that lay in the stream. A bloody confliet Was imminent. - '

The Rev. Thomas Barnard now appeared as o mediator between Lics-
lic and tho people. You cannot,” said he, ‘comrait this violence
‘against innocent men, here, on this holy day, without sinning wmnst
God and humanity. The blood of every murdered man will ery from

the ground for vengeance upon yourseif and the nation which you ropre-

gent. Let me entrcat you to retive, while yet this people is willing to
listen to reason”.  On the other hand, he called upon his fownsmen. to
adopt calm and moderate measures, and $o consent to a peaceful quust-
ment of the troubles. y

The counsel of this gaocl man prevailed. The draw of the bridge
was slowly lowered. Pickering and his men were drawn up in position
on thg other side. Leslie and his forces marched, by popular consent,
thirty rods across:the brldge, and wheeling, returned to. M&rblchcagl

| \
and thenece to Boston.@ ~ - o ;

The cannon were safe ; the British authorlty ]I‘td ‘been checked ; the
lives of our ecitizens were preserved ; but a ~51)11'1‘t had been roused

which never slumbered . until Salem had performed her part in the
active service of . the war, and received with the country the rewards
of an honorable peace. | |

L

"‘I hn.ve been mformed by Mr, James Fhstis of South Rendmg, tllat his

grandfuther, James Nichols, who witnesscd the scene from his recldence ﬂ.t tlm ‘
corner of North and Federal Streetq, had frequently described it to hini. - He :

represented the English soldlers as a remarkably fine body of men, well 'll*nled
and provided withi coils of rope, for the removal of the cannon, On one or tw 0
occasions, o collision was very Immment, a citizen, who lmd been prickedl- by
a soldier's ba} onet, returneil the assault with a brick; Cnptmn Foster, from the

opposite side of the hndge, called taun*mrrl}f on the troops to ﬁre, a body of ;

suidiers from Danvers were drawn up on the green on the saime f-ude of the

river, and just above Lester's troops; the Captain of the Danvers mnen prox;

posed oiten to fire, and was only restiained by Mr. Nichols ard others, who

represented the slaughter, and loss of pronerty wlnch must neccssarll} fol-'

low in a thickly settled town. : ', »

- L L Y
fomy,



23

Not a person now lives 1n our city who, eighty-seven years age, wit-
nessed this confliet.  The last survivor of all who saw it, Mys. Bethiah
Derby, died July 6th, 1861, at the agé of ninety-five, ‘fhe blood of
those who tool their stand at North Bridge still remains in the veins of
many now within the sound of my voice. In their presence, let us re-
new our devotion to the cause for which their fathers fought here. And,

“Q, stranger! stay thee, and the seene around
Contemplate well 5 and if p?rchnucc thy home
Salute thee with a father's honored name,

Go call thy sons — instruct them what @ debt

They owe their ancestors 5 and make them swear

'T'o pay it, by transmitting down entire

Those sacred rights to which themselves were born,”

Let us pause for a'moment before this scene, and consider the great
drama of which it forms a part, —the settlement, — the colonics, —
the Revolution,— the great nation, —the civil war. The cournge of
the Revolution gave us our independence ; the wisdom and patriotism
of the confederated States gave us the Constitution ; their trials and
_ necessities gave us the Union.  When the war closed, the work ¢f free-
dom was but half begun. The colonies had successfully resisted the
attempt of an arbitrary power to .control their inherent rights; they
were now called on to resist all the spirit of faction, the rivalry and
jealousy, the local pride and local interest, which threatened to plunge
them inte domestic anarchy, infinitcly worse than forcign despotism.
In adopting the Constitution, they endeavored to furnish a common
ground on which all could stand with equal security, with equal right,
with peace and fraternal harmony ; and they succeeded. But they did
not-succecd in removing the conflicting clements, which in their wisdom
they sought to harmonize, — and of which the bloody and unnatural
strife of our day is the fruit borne for us to gather. “They left it for us
to strike down the passions which wounld have defeated the Coustitution,
and -to remove by the sword the heresies which would pervert and de-
stroy it They fought for freedom ; we arc fighting for the Constitu-
tion, that we may still have a charter of freedom, It is casy to see
how the contest arosc. Lo |

The war of Indgpendence had been fought, the confederation had
proved to bo a -*“rope of sand,” and led on by Virginia, the States had
assembled to form our present Federal “omstitution. It had heen
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* adopted by the Convention which framed if, and accepted by Delaware,
Penngylvania, New Jersey, Georgin, and Connecticut, All eyes were
turned upon Massachusetts, for upon her action depended very much

that of New York, Maryland, and Virginia. The mass of the people:

here were opposed to its adoption, some frum interest, as they supposed,

some from principle, and some from jealousy. It met with vielent

oppoaltmn from the insurgents of Shay’s army, many of whom mpm-

sented the Western counties in the convention, assembled te consider
the question. Gieneral Knox wrote to Washington, —

« The opposition has not arisen from a consideration of the merits or
demerits of the thing itsclf, as a political machine, but from a deadly
principle levelled at the existence of all government whatever, The
principlo of insurgency expanded, deriving fresh strength and life from
the tmpunity with which the rebellion of last vear was suffered to escape.
It is 2 singular circumstance that,.in Massachusetts, the property, the
ability, aud the virtue of the State arc almost solely in favor of the
Constitution. Qpposed to it are the late insurgents, and all those who
abetied their designs, constituting four fifths of the opposition. A few,
very few indeed, well meaning people are joined to them.”

Tlhg debate in the Convention of 1788, sitting in Boston, grew warmer |

and warmer as cach day wént on.  There were men who, guided by
personal amhition, sat with their fingers upon the popular pulse)-and
governed their course by the unreasonable and narrow demands of an
exctted and just now rebellious community. The temptations of local
elevation were more than they could resist. There were their obliga-
tions to Massachusetts, the opportunitics which she presented, the favors
which she had to bestow upon her sons who obeyed the behests of her

people.  There were then none of the brilliant achievements of a pow-

crful Republic, none of the _prqucrit-y'attcuding & Constitutional Con-

federation, no commanding presence before the nations of the earth, no

flag crowded with o galaxy of inereasing States, no projects in which
all had a common interest. 'The history of the Revolution, with its
privations and:its brilliant close, seemed to be-the only bond which -held

%

together rival States, cach one of which was daily drifting farther 'md:
farther from its co.npamons and partners, in the great work which they

had commenced shoulder to shoulder.

The prize which Massachusctts presented was sure ; the honors Wh‘lCh
might fall from a prospective Union, were,doubtful.

Then it was that the unambiticus patriotism and profound legal wis-
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dom of Chief Justice Parsons, then a young lawyer in your courts, a
son of Essex, conceived that interpretation of the Constitution; which
disarmed its opponents, and which has become step by step the avowed
policy of our country. First among the declarations propared by him,
nnd set forth by the Convention, was this: ¢ 'That it be explicitly
deelaxed, that all powers not expressly delegated to Congress are reserved
to the several States to be by them exercised.” With this, the Constitu-
tion was adopted ; the hopes of Washington and Madison, and Franklin
and Jefferson, were realized. A Union of States commenced, 'That
plan of government which has given us power at home and abroad was
adopted. 'That system, which embraces all in ample folds of political
equality, and which has given us security, stability, and renown, was'in-
augurated, And while freemen on this continent rejoiced in the inereas-
ing refulgence of an united people, the weary and heavy cyes of those
who watched for dawn, amidst the darkness of despotism, becaine radi-
ant with hope.

The compact thus formed; was intended to be the foundation of the
most Christian Gevernment among men. While it promised the richest
material blessings to the associgtes in the bond, it appealed to their
highest honor to maintain that bond saered and unbroken, witheut
irzitation, without dictation, without seif-rightcousness, without arro-
gance ; but with liberality, and confidence, and faith, and equal and
exact justice.

They believed in State rights—not the right of a State to modify
its obedience to.the Constitution by its sentiments and interests— not
the vight of a State to firc on the flag—not the right of a State to
scize the properly of the I'ederal Government—not the right of 2 State
to nullify the laws — not the right of a State to violate the Constitution
— not the right of o State to trample the Stars and Stripes in the dust
— hut the right of a State to control her own domestic affuirs, to en-
courage her domestic industry, to educate her people, and*to cast her
vote upon national affairs, with all the God-given prerogatives which be-
long to the majority of @ free people speaking through the ballot-hox.

There is a theory which would authorize cach State to return to her
primitive condition of helplessness, a prey to every domestic faction and
cvery foreign foc. DBut that is not the Constitution. The sovereignty
which each State possegses, under the Confederation, is hers, because it
hay been guaranteed to her by the hond which bindsg her:to her fellows,
for mutual protection and defence, That bond broken, it is hers no
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longer, standing as she does without nationality, without flag, without
existence, and reduced to the condition of an outlaw, whom madness has
driven from the safety of a civil community and the comforts of a social
life, into that aboriginal barbarism where his hand is agaiust every
man, But in this civil fabric which our fathers founded, they provided
that the prosperity of the whole should sccurc the prosperity of, c..lch
part. They knew that as State after State, and interest after mtcrcbt
clustered about the Constitution, a nation wounld rise up comlmndmg
the respect of the civilized world, and to form portion of which Would
constitute a civil position before unknown. ~ 3
Does not Massachusetts, as a member of the Confederation, pos-
sess a power which is felt among the nations of the carth? 1Is
not her voice heard in treatics? Does not her citizen find that his
flag protects him everywhere? Do you think that Massachusetts:
independent, seceded, withdrawn, would maintain herself in boundary
disputes, or in-her rights upon the high seas? Would her mills be
more profitable with Ler own tariffs, or hor ships with her own finunt-
ing flag? Do you think the citizen of South Carolina, sucing for the
protection of forcign powers, is more 4o be respected, than when he
walked the carth under the shelter of the Stars and Stripes? Under
the Constitution each State is great and powerful ; without the Constr-
tution, none so poor to do her reverence. The Constitution of our fa-
thers, which conferred freedom on all, which furnished peaccful remedy’
for all grievance, which has oppressed none, which has invigorated old
States, and given birth to new ones, which has opened every scetion of
our Republic to our industry, which has been the admiration of the
world, — let ug cling to it, and preserve it, and respect it at horae, and
carry it with us into every conflict. To re-establish its supremacy, is a
cause for which a people may well rush to arms. And with such an
object for the war, I would have:no obstacle presentéd to our success.
We may be annoyed by foreign' complications, — but from these we may
deliver ourselves by patience, prudence, and sagacity, . But from those
complications which arigse out of theorists who love their dreams better -
than their country, and out of traitors who love themselve% better than
their cou.:‘ry, we can only deliver ourselves: by the powers which thc ;L
Oonstitation confers upon: our rulers. I think a1l will agree with me, f
that in the ‘present trials which sunound the Govemment, 11G-man haq
a right to place obstacles m its path no loyal man will do' so. Thc
~object of the war is the suppnrt of Government and the crushing, of .
-rebellion, Can we not lea,vc all minor questions to be decided by thc |

|
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circumstances which attend the result? In all this cenfiict, be it longer
or shorter, I adjure my countrymen to keep their eyes firmly fixed on
the great issue, the high object of the war, — the restoration of the
Union aud the Counstitution, If we must dimimsh ouv comforts, and
deny oursclves luxuries, let us de it cheerfully; for what are they all
withiout a country? Lect us stand hy the Government, not by our party,
uot by our projects, not hy our dreams and speculations, — for this is
the only, ¢ military necessity ” we can know. And may the Govermnent
in all things stand by us, rising calm and serenc to the magnitude of
the work, hopeful of the future, regardless of factions, forget{ul of plat-
forms, setting an cxample of high endeavor which we may all follow, as
patriots and men.

The event at North Bridge, my friends, grew out of the devotion of
the people of this ancient town to the cause of Constitutional Frecdom.
From that day Salem, one of "the oldest and wealthiest commereial
towns on the continent, made common causge with the Colonics, and her
people spilled their blood freely on the hattleficlds of the Revolution.
She was the first town “known in England to have hoisted the flug
of independence.” MHow appropriate, then, is our work to-day! The
flag of our country!—first unfurled at the head of the Contineniial
Avmy, at Cambridge, on the first of January, 1776, by Washington,
while yet the thirteen stripeg were surmounied by the British ensign,
before the Independence of the Colonies had been declared, — then
thrown to the breeze in its present form by act of Congress, on the
scventeenth of Juue, 1777, ¢ that the flag of the thirteen Uniied States
be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the Union he thirteen
stars, white in 2 blue field, representing a new constellation,” ——at that
hour adopted by Massachusetts as her flag; — the flag of our conntry
—what hopes and memories cluster around it, as it floats there, the
stars still shiving in their azure field, the stripes still telling the story
of its birth, To us, who gather in peace Dbeneath its ample folds, it
appeals conlinually for our country; for that strong and powertul nation
which advanced upon its high carcer, through the wisdem of the Con.
stitution; for the only government on carth based on equal rights to ull,
for the onlywpolitical system ever founded on the broadest Christian love
and charity. Tt appeals to us to be patriots and men. When the

® whirlwinds of passion rage around us, let us remember its promises,
May we never forget that a chosen star of that constellation is our own
heloved Massachusetts, and that for her sake we would not have one
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star differ from another in glory there, lest her'own should be celipsed:
Emblemn of popular freedor what & teuching fale it tells of the suffer-
ings of a feeble, starving, frecziry people, flying before oppression with,
bleeding feet, undaunted still ; driven from place to place, still strong

in heart — until the admiration of the world is won, and: freedom 1is°

accomplished! What a glorious tale it tells of national greniness
achicved! How 1t calls to mind the brotherhood of States! 1{0“ it
bids the stormy sea of jealousy, and hate, and envy, be still! Hor. it
looks down upon us, radiant with all the philanthropic promises of its

illustrious founders, before the grandeur of whose kind designs all ma-:
lignant schewes sink into insignificance! How it rebukes all partizans:

and propagandists! i
And those of us who have sons and brothers on the ficld of l::a.tt]e,

ean we evey forget that it is this dear old flag which guides and cheers

them in their trials and dangers? In the long and weary march it

reminds them of home, and the shining days over whose rejeieings the

flag has waved triumphant. In the smoke aund din of buttle it inspires
them with courage for the country, whose peaceful gloricsit represents,
and with whose fite 15 bound its own existence. And the dying soldier,
stricken down and left in all the agony of loncliness as the storm of war
passed on, fur from the gentle voice of vhild and mother, and wife and
sister, with no affectionate hand to wipe the death-damp from his brow,
who can tell the short delirious joy which fills his sonl, as ‘he turns Lis
glazing eye to tho flag of his country, still waving there, and knows that
its folds encirele himself and them all, the dear ones, in a fond embrace.
0, my friends, let us cling to the flag still! Let us cherish it, even if
in the Providence of Giod, it should he donmed to fade. In the morning
of our nation, our fathers udored it ; if evening is upon us, let us wor-
ship it still, —

‘“ As the sunflower turns to its God when he sets,
The bame look that it turned when he rose.”

‘But I cannot believe that evening is upon us. \Tatmthstandmg the
complications which surroutd us, notwithstanding the rcpcatcd 'tttac]\s; |

which have been made on our system of government, notwlthqtan-:hng
the desperate efforts which have been made to substitute colonial depen-

dency upon a foreign power, for the soverclgut) of the f:tate, notwith: -

standing the fact that in the blmdmg storm the Constitution has 1oy

v ‘ J :.
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and then been lost sight of, I still have faith in the love which the
American people bear to their old flag, and to the system of govern-
ment which their fathers founded. T cannot and will not- believe that
the Union of States, which has blessed us all, will Le broken up by the
- mad ambition of designing men anywhere. And T feel assured that
when the darkness beging to break, and the heavy clouds roll away,
and the storm sea grows still, we shall lift up our cyes and behold the
grand old ship carcering on her way, weather-beaten it is true, hut
staunch and noble still, and freighted with all those civil rights which
have made us a strong and prosperous people.

And when, my fellow-citizens, the ¢ gorgeous ensign of the Repub-
lie,” floating in the brecze, exults once more in the jride of its suprem-
acy, or when we shall have done all that may become men, to restore it to
the full measure of its honor and power, let us repair once more to this
spot, to plant a lasting monument of gramite to the virtues of those
who'gave it a name in history, Tor I helieve that the virtues which
made this Union, can save it now. The intrepidity, the honesty, the
liherality, the sense of justice, the faith in God, the charity to our fel-
low-men, which characterized our Revolutionary fathers, — O, may they
be ours in this day of trial! There was but one Washington, it is
true, — there is but one in history ; but the land was filled with noble
souls, each discharging a humbler duty, clustering vound hiin, their
type and vepresentative, and feeling ““ his own great arm lean upon
them for support.” "The American of the Revolution,—may he be
ours now, — ours, in every hamlet, and village, and city, and county,
and State, — the man for these times, — the man whom no threats ean
daunt, — whose firm and healthy mind no misguided popular frenzy
can shuke.

Justum et tenacemn propositi virum,
Non civium ardor prava jubentium,

Non vultus instantis tyranni,
Mente quatit solida.

such men were Washin éta'-n, and Warren, and Adams, and Franklin,
and Prescoit ; such men were the Parkers, and Harringtons, and
Pearces, and * Fells, who brought to mcve lowly service the same great
* virtues, mindful caly of the duty they.owed their whole country.
. Around the monuments crected to such me) and their deeds, may our
children and our children’s children gather, delivered from the burden
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of calamity which has fallen upon us, and entered upon a new and
more gloricus carecr, in which the name American shall reccive its
fullest honors, and in which the country shall be one through the faith
which inspired the Revolution. So shall we and our fathers not have
lived in vain. f \ | -
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