" AN

ORATION

DELIVERED JULY THE FOURTH, 1815

AT THX

REQUEST OF THE SELECTMEN OF BOSTON,

IN

COMMEMORATION

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE;

BY EDWARD ST. LOE LIVERMORE, ESQ.

L Y

BOSTON :
PRINTED BY CHESTER STEBBINS.

el & i-a Hirbeg g

1815.



YOTR OF THE TOWN.

AT a muunof the freeholders and other inhalstants of the town of BOSTON,
legally warned, in publiek town-meeting, swembled st Fanz vl
hday of Jaly, A. D. 1813,

Belistmer By, w0 ave appoiated, s commitiee 1o wait
8T. 1AL 1LIVERM thn the neme of the towe, i
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$; and to rogquest of Bim 2 copy for the pres
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ORATION, &c.

To rejoice amidsi s¢ ow—to celebrate with joy and
gladneas of heart, national cvents in the gloom of na.-

tinnal calamitics, at least, has the appearance of a very
difiicalt task.

Ef the celebration of the day mq‘mrv the exhihition
of smiling  intenances and a joyful appearance ° fear
the annive:.sry camnot be celebrated st this timc com.
poriing with the landable institution of the town. Fhoes
who feel net for the dhmmmmwmnrm,
must be ¢ more than mertal, more than man,

put on the ce of nmbtlity-——to Assume M

there is cause for joy and not for mourning——a man (i

he does not pisy the hypoerite) must be destitate of

natural feelings, or lebours under thie effect of menial
derangement.

The custom of celebrating the aumvmy of the
political birth of the nation, seems te the peo.

ple of the United BStates.—Kor there have

been nations whose political origin imve been some.

what simsilar to our own, yet none bave set apazt a doy
to celebrate the event,

The custom, though tivas considered ml, may be
produetive of very beneficial consequences, provided rea-
gon and moderaiion be the gnide, and the day may be
eslebrated st this time with proper attention io s design
 and institation. If to applaud the actions of great and

virtzous siaiesmen and heroes of our conntry—if te pro-
moie. political information—if to cxcite in the hrensis
thWaMﬁMﬂw
Wqu&MM?&ﬁ
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foreign umation, be the chjects pursued, the cuslom wilk
prove salutary and promotive of the publick good. But
if to cherish apd keep alive national antipathies and
resentment—if an orator is {o be selected as Balsam
was of old {o curse the Esracliles~~the custom so far
irom being honourable and useful, must bave an inju-
rious and 3egmding tendency. Itis with nations as with
individuals ; a man by the laws of nature is under an
obligation to respect himself apnd atfend fo his cwn
concerns, but it 1s far from being an incumbent daty, to
foment and keep up an animosity toward his neighbours
and. it is evidence of = contracted mind, to preserve

hatred for a past injury when the controversy has been
adjusted and settled by matual consent.

All ondue portislities, as well as hatred towards a
farsign -nation,-are- egually improper and injurions.—-
From the latter, the gmieat. evils which ean befall o
natlon have sprung. ‘The histories of Home and Car.
thage, and of France aund Great-Britain, afford the most
sad. examples of the consequences of bational hatred
and resentment. In the former, the most unrelenting
wara were prosecufed for more than one hundred years,
which terminated but with the total destruefion of Oar-
thage: and for more than seven centuries have the
ﬁeﬁg. of Hrance and Great-Britain been drenched and
pollnted with the gore of the nnhappy people, while the
ocpan has wilnessed its full share of their destructive
operations. How lopg the scene of destruction is to
confinue cannot be predicted ; but as friends to human.-
ity we cannot too much regret the direful contests,
which in our time bave afilicted the Iaropean world——
and we ghouid be void of humanity if we did net heave
a sigh at the thoughts of the misery of z0 many thou-
gands of our fellow.-mortsls now egonizing in:-conse-
guence of these baneful wars, SRR

The commencement of the animosity between France
and Greal-Britain, may be dated about the year 41087,
when ‘Williaw of NMormandy, baving seized the scepire
of England, invaded Franes to seek revenge.for a jast

4 1 Jé
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historian, ¢ we have the rise of the wars belwe
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land and ‘rance : which have confinued longer, drawn
more nobie biood, anad heen attended with more momo-
rable achievements than any other national gquarrel we
read of 1n antient or modern history.”  And are the
republicans of America (for this is a republican war)
now .ommencing a national contest, which from its con-
tinuance, achievements, and shedding of blood may rival
the history of any past pertod ! This is 2 consideration
worthy the attention of a reflecting mind.

The epoch we celebrate stands recorded among the
important events in the history of man. i .cems gener-
ally to have been acknowledged bhefere the time, that
such an event, from the nature and dispesitior: of man.
would be at some period inevitable—the minister of Louis
the XV. who signed the treaty of peace with England
in 17638, is said to have predicted it. But take place
when 1t would, 1t could not be eftfected without the ex-
pense of much blood and treasure, and without the exist-
cnee of great cruelty and animosity. How grateful cught
we to be! how happy should we esteem our lot, that
thie event iz past, and the work completed.

Being finished, and our independence scknowledged,
and all differences accommodated and settled by treaty ;
it seemed but a rationsi expeetation, that our nations
should hold each other (as 1n the language of the decla-
ration of independence we commemorate,) ¢ 1n war,
encmies, In peace, friends,”” ‘Chis was the senliment
of Washington, of Adams, and of all the men of ex-
panded liberal minds, who wrought the revolution, and
whose constant wishes and exertions have been for cur
nation’s bonour aand glory. The words of ithe great
Washington should ever be had in reverence. ¢ Notb-
ing,”” says he, ¢ is more essential, thau that perma-
nent, inveterate antipathies against particular nations,
snd passicnate attachments to others should be exclud-
ed ; and that in place of them, just and amiedble feelings
should be cultivated.” . But our harmony 1s 1

tarbed, and affrighted peace 18 banished &m-m'ohnre:i

“ The dreadfal neis of preparation’ has taken ph
the ¢ busy hum of men,” 1n pleasing comm . pur-
suits 3~—and instead eof the -peaceful ecitizen occupied
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with nmplcmenm J)mmphve of generel v ealth and hap.

[llllt A MIE NUTTIN nacHInes Jor e fcshrustinn of man

Are CYEry where presenied iv our viow.

As the mind, when the man 18 under & severe pa.
roxism of pain, catinot be diverted from the anguish ; so
the cause of our present tronbles and sufferings ml!
constantly be uppermost in our thoughts. The disas.
trous state of our national affairs, and the oceurrences
which have led to our distresses, will naturally be ex-
pectodd to be my theme on this occasion.

We are at war—but why and wherefore, arc questions
not solvable upon principlen of justice, humanity, or rea.
son, 'That people inhabiting shores more that thres
thoussnd miles asunder——professing the same religion—-
and having the same origin, customs, laws, and man.
ners—speaking the same language, and united by the
tiee of relationship and consangumity, and closely con.
aected in friendship and busmess; should be seeking
esch other upon the ocean for the e of kitling or
making captive; and of spoiling, burning, or sinkin;
each other’s property; excite our wonder and wmost
melaacholy thoughts. Why should we be inva the
51 eaceabls territory of those who have never injured us,

habited either by the desecendants of the ¥rench, who
suibmitted at the conquest, orof our own wuntrymen and

friends, who emigrated, by our permission and sanction?

YWe are told in an unintalligible jargon ¢ it is for free
trade and sailor’s nights.”” Bat who denies uss free
trade 7 Not the peawable inhabitants, whose coumry
we |re mv&%mg, and whose habiiations we are eruelly

ili and burning, nor even the government, nst
g’h:f?e have declf;ad WAaY. --Wﬂ not fer t;ﬁﬂ‘,
we are pow prosecuting, oar irade would be unimter.
rupted, as far as respects Great-Britain, to all qunrters
of the world; and mbnbly, as lucrative and:beneficial
at this hme,unanymmer period. - Franee donies
us & free trade io Spain and Portugal, snd bures and
at?w our vesaels with impunity ; and - ﬁghwhlﬁs
us t of navigating the oceant, ex wWe pay -
bate, ﬂd who denies our sailors their ? blreat-
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Britain doea not, but merely insiata upon the nght to

the aorvieroa of her own anhiacte '+ and what mabinm hoa
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cver rolinguished it 7 'There is 1o nation thai aoes wis
nesert the same principle ; and the only reason why the
United States have not put it in practice is, becaure
our laws do not authorize 1mpressments.

How long this unjust and impolitick war 1 to be
continued, or what is to be the final 1s3ne, are questions
to which a satisfactory answer cannot be given. A war,
cormmenced without discretion, may he eontinued con-
tracy to every rational caleulation, and it 18 not easiey
to predict the time of ite termination now, than it was in
lpss than two months after the declaration. Its detens.
rating eflects are more casily to.be imagined, though no
one can pretend to estimate their full extent. The de.
atruction of our commerce {the first and natursl tenden.-
cy of the war) was fully foreseen by all intelligent men
—the evidence 1s now ample and completc. e de-
serdod stores, the unfrequented wharves, the vessels 1n
our hearbours, which exhibii the appearance of forest
trees killed by fire, the dejected countemances of cur
iriepds ¢ all join in the melancholy proof that, com.
meree is annihilated. I do not pretend to calealste o
portray the gmbarrassments and distresses that musi
resalt from this unfortusate state of affairs; but 1
would ask, who is the man among us, that dees not
very sensibly feel, that he has suffered a8 most gnieveus
wjury ? And what man, possessing the feelings of huo-
manity, can without emction, contemplate the econdi-
tion of a people wholly deprived of their usual and
pecessary business or employment? And could not those
who have plunged us into this calamitous state, have
imagioed a situation of this nature? We cannot well

conceive them to have been so extremely ignorunt;
what thew ean we helieve of their hamanity aund jastice.

‘Ko deprive a man of bis business is like robbing him
of his.inheritances and a government may zs well take
irome a man his farm, his- goods, or his mouey, as to
destray. the: lawfol business in which be trusts for the
support-of himself and family. Anrd upon every prin-
ciple of -jusiice )} must reguive as cogent 2 reasor for
GRE CAG 88 tbe other. o
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'Fhm war is doubly mutmt Unyust aa it reapects the
nidion against whom it e declarad ; and uninat as it e
hp(‘CU’ QUr uwil ‘it'{l[lﬁ, RGO of “}‘ﬂ “w awrn m,nﬂ'"

others most gricvously injured in their property and
iawful rights.

1 would not be understood as entertaining an ides,
that the people of New Kngland fear war, on account
of the apprehension of personal injury or danger-—they
will be the last, reduced to this state of degradation.—-
Lake their ancestors, the parent stock from whom they
arc all descended, whenever called upon to maintain a
just and necessary war, they have shewn as great bra-
very, fortitude and patriotism, as any people since ths
creation of man. And in whatever situation we
be drawn, by the permission of I)ivine Providence,
trust, our firmuness, courage and enterprize, will never
forsake us. And when we have been aecused of en-
tertaining a horror for war, our words and actions re-
spond, it is an unjust war we abhor, and pot h
fear of personal danger, or dread of meeting our f{ce
face to {g.c&, en the ocean or in the field of batile—and
without boasting, we may sav, that on this point, we
do not yield to those who have so kindly made war for
us., §t is with very different considerations we view
our unhappy situation—L{ we were prosecuting & war,
necessary and just—if it was for a legitimate cause, and
the means of prescerving peace by negociation had been
exhausted—aund there was any pmspect of bettering our
condition—if we were engaged with a foe that weuld
hsten to ne reasonable terms of pacification, but appear-
ed reselved on our cenquest or destruction, we should
unite like the Spartan band, and fight hike those heroes
at Thermopole. But knomng the facts to be in the
reverse; when o man contemplates his sitaation, that as
vesterday he was in an heaourable and lucraive em.
piovmem, or business whick afforded a compeiency for
himself, and maintenance of those, whom i 18 his duty
and dcl%ht to cherish and support, but that now he is
deprived of the means—and when be views his well
earned property torn from him, and { no defanlt
of his own, but from the improper conduet of thosc
placed over him to adwminister for his safety and pro-
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toction—-Nhis property onee so valuable and produchive,

now remadered 1mwh‘ﬂu nr of litile hanafit | woddinod Fomo

nfloenee) an it wore (o peanry——riiin huribens 1NCreasing
—-his means diminishing ;-——when o1 man of this de-
seription considers the cause of bis misfortunes, and the
contee from whenee they flow ; his feelings are far from
hiing of the must erateful and placid nature. To re-
anire of this man to submit with resignation to his fate,
ane as the test of patriotism, to aid and support those
whose misguided councils have produced CFB state of
cimbarrassment, is cruclty and hirsult in the abhstraet-—and

‘“ insult added to an injury,”” says the sententious
Sterne. ¢ makes every man 8 party.”

£t 15 not improper~—1it 18 our duty, to inquire mfo the
rigzht——the constitutional authoritv, of those who bave
produced such calamities.

The constitution has vested in Congress the power
of declaring war—that 1s the power of making war 1s
taken from the individual states or their iegislatures,
and vested (not in the president, for it was ihuught too
d.iigerous a power for him to possess) but in eongress.
¥or if one or more states could make war without the
consent of congress, the country might be invelved n 2
destructive contest, to gratify the whim or resentment of
a particular state, as would probably have been our lot
several years ago. As this stipulation was mutual on
the part of all the states it was consequently agreed, that
all should he protected, and net destroyed by the dm
ings of the majority—and assuredly it could not have
been the intention that congress should have the power
of sacrtficing the property or happiness of the pecple of
one portion of the eountry, by declaring war that would
proeduce this catastrophe, at the same time hold that
portion to a fulfilment of the contract on their part. If
allegiance and protection are reciprocal cbligations, it
seems to follow, that when protection eeases, al}egmncs,
also should cease. But in our case, protection 18 nof
only withdrawn, but cur property and essential rights

are offered up 2 sacrifice tu the Moloch of their pervert.

ed inelinations.
ﬁ)
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What fove can a man bear to a overnment, that w7
o wantonly expose his hest interests to destruction ¥
or what confidence can be pinced in thoye wiio appoar
w0 destitute of information or even common discretion
To impute to them wicked and corrupt motives, is what.
we would wish to avoid ; but it must be confessed, that
s strange has been the conduct in this suicide war, that
it 1s extremely difficuit to divest ourselves of the iden
which intrudes upon the minds of the injured people, .
and 1mmpute that wholly to the want of information and
judgment, which would otherwise appear to be the re-
sult of determined sorruption.

The idea which has been suggested in apology for the
executive, that the war was forced upon the government.
by the violence of their friends in the south and west,
has very little force 1n extenuation. For, if those peo-
ple were blinded to the true interest of #eir country.
it must have boeen through deception or want of proper
mformation being given to them by those whose duty it
was to enlighten their understandings. ‘That those
people have for many years past mistaken our interest
and their own, is & fact well understood ; and it can.
not be presumed that they were either ineapable of
learning, or possessed, from natural causes, that hestil-
ity to the commercial interest, 2s to kead them {o the
approbation of measures so destructive to commerce.

It is very prohable—mdeed it would be strange if it
were otherwise; that the labours of the ruling pariy,
and the mesans they have used to pervert the minds of
the people, have brought the government imto inextri-
cable difficalties. In some places, particolarly large
gities, the people have appeared to be ‘inflamed against
Great-Britain to 4 degree of phrensy, which the pov-
ernmesit conld not withstand. A senator who has had
his foll share I perverting the publick mind, is szid to
kave voled for war, contrary to his declared conviction

of its ) jety and destructive tendency ; because
he was afraid of the mob, shouid he return without giv-

ing his vote ; and anonymous letters were sent him,
threatening violermee.
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the refleetion of such men !w. upon their past mwmn
duet 7

How cruel! how destitute of honourable gentiments
are thovse, whose study it is to pervert the minds of the
people, and how dangerous to themselves 1s the exper.
tment ! Little did 1!10%0, who let loosc the mobs of
¥rance, dream, that the fury might burst apon their
own devoted heads {-and as little have our demagogues
ymagined, that they should stir up the people to that
phrensy, that they must follow and not lead !

But the want of wisdom and discernment in the
iriends of the administration as well as virtuous motives
in this kind of conduct 1s very apparent. Ev Pl‘} £S-
sion and unfortunate occurrence on the part of the Hrit-
18h, even explained, settled, and stoned for, have
been the com#tant themes of complaint, that from read-
mg the publications and speeches of members of con-

gress, ajstranger would suppose that the pame of Brii.
ain was synonymous for all that was cruel, oppressive,
tyrannical, dislionest, and perfidious.

And in justice to our own nafive citizens it should be
observed, that the honourable instruments or conduetors
of the vehicles for spreading these misrepresentations
have principally been subjects of that country, who
have received the hospitality of our laws, and are
willing to requite us by undertaking the direction of
our affmirs. (i { i3 a consolation to our feelings, that so
few of our own countrymen could be mduced o exe.
cute 80 1gnominious an office.

While striving to render the name of Britain odious,
all the enormities of Krance have been glanced over;
and if, to save appearance, thev have sometimes com-
Dlamed of their injustice, it has been dome with sueh
adroitness in the art of deception, as to wipe away the
offence and leave the minds of men hardly bordering
ok resentment.
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nation, and to compel Great-Britain, who had infringy}
upon our neutrality, to do us justice.

It s an old maxim, that he who comes forward to
demand yustice, should do it with elean hands.—Xf you
demand oquity, you must do equity, saye the court
of conseience :-—1f we complain of an infringement up-
on oar neatral rights, 1 13 most certainly reqmarte our
ocinduct should have been strictly nentral—-so fer {rem

reserving the appesarance of nsutrziity, our condmet

been such as {with some) to induce a belief, that

we were the allies of ¥Krance, and that therc was a se-
cret treaty betlween the governmeuts.

The great cause of complaint, and pretended imme.-
diate eanse of the war, was the orders in siancil of Ne-
vember, 1807—but modificd by these of "April, 1808,
confining the blockade to France and her immediaie
dependencies. These orders were intended: by the
British government ss retaliatory against Franee, and
though the principle of blockade, by them ecstablished,
cannot be justified by the law of nations, yet before it
can be made a cause of war, it is to be considered, what
is incumbent on the nation complaining te do bafore

demanding reparation for the injury.

The lawe of nations have so clearly defined what
shall be considered as & lawful bleckads, that the case
canwol be misundersiced. The capture, iherefore, of
2 vessel emiering 2 port only bloekuded upon Wﬂi’,
cannot be justified, but to entitle ourselves (o demand
Justice for the ijury, we should take care that our eon-
duet has been mmpartinl and just towards the party
&gmdwhemwamknmmplmh

Itheerh § have formed mm as o thﬂ Ww
d‘hWMmmmeﬁ,yeiMmk% ne pan

of @b inguiry upon the subject of right.
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the husiness, as to entitle them to make demand of rep.-

aration for an injury sustained, and upon re{usal, to jus-
tily war ?

'The second inquiry will be, which perhaps may he
considered as involved in the first-—has not our govern.
ment before the declaration of war, and perhaps move
than once had it in their power, upon the prineiples up-

oi which they first set out, to have had a revocation of
the orders in council P

'The evidence, as relates to this business, if not wholly
15 principally to be gathered from documents published
by our government, and opeun to the imspection of all,
therefors cmnoi be mistaken.

The “eﬂ 'ﬁnown decrce of Bonnparte was issued at
Berlin on the 248t of INovember, 1806, which declared
Great-Britain and all her dependencies in a state of
blockade, and subjected all vessels going to or from
tireir ports and harbours, as well as the producs and
manuafaetures of Gmt-Bﬂtam and her dependencies, (s
capture and condemnation.

"Ehere never was before a greater outrage than this
committed against neutral natlons—it was like a de.
claration of war agamst the whole mavibime world.—

it was injuricus to Great-Britamn, her énemy, beeause
every intarraption of her commerce with other nations
was injarious, and on this acecount she had s right to

eounteraet or retaliate for the injury, if she could do so
without injustice towards peutral mations; but it wax

arly injurtous tc all such nations, and as
the

more
the United States had infinite

with her, it was more parti injurions to them.

The first official information given to our government of
the Berlin decree, seems to bave come through the Brit.
ish minister. ‘The present secrelary of state and attor-
ney general had been appointed envoys to the court of
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tive i9 Wrongs commitiod  beiween ihe parties on the
high seas, or other waters, and for establishing the
principles of navigation and commerce hetween the par-
ties”’—and in consequence had concluded a very ad-
vantageons treaty which was signed al Loadon the 314t
of December, 4807 —this treaty was supposed by them
to be le to our overnment, and it s believed
that we never shall obtain a bstier.

Previcus to the execution by tho British commassion.
ers, they notificd® our envoys of the Berlin decree.
and that the government should reserve the right of
retaliating in case the decree ahould not be remsted by
the Amercan government, and » note to that effect was
annexed to the treaty, lest the execution of it shonld be

mnstmed Izl an acquiescence and rely

1 "-.u_‘."'.';:l_ T
*.Tl 1'!;‘
_— Py Y.

The treaty was received by oar government, in Fe.
brasry, 1807, ard for causes best known to the pmﬂn
to the envoys at Lordon, with so many marks nfdw

pmhtm that f tbaabjedmmhadbeeﬂwaﬂ foond-
:s voys must eitherbe considered as corrupt, or
M@ynmhﬁmm%gmhdamm

TMMMMMMe und&rthaFoxndm
istration, who were conm—demdmfnmdlytoihﬁ

t 40wty ¥ MEF,
ed very competient {o the
rvwoalee 3 MO ﬁlt) mi Mhﬂf M lt- wotl M

mwmge&umthﬂlmmvm:mm
for rejecting it in s0 abrupt and extraordisary a mal-
ner, warraai the suppositien, that very different reasoas
ﬁmlee,we@ﬂtimth&epmdwt. Fhe
MMMW wouid {all, in the ardent
e ";'-‘:"'jrr"r m WRS &m’ m tﬂ‘ bﬂ 8O
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"The informal arrangement (o6 it was calied) placed
the sabjeci of mmpresament Updt & very favourable {oat.
ing, in the opinton of the CAVOYS~—nnu il CORETFRH Shois
take measures for checking desertions from the Britiah
service, and the treaty should be ratified, perfect gobd
understanding would be produced by it between the
two coamtries.—But neither was the wweaty raufiled, nor
did eongress take measures to prevent desertion—nor
did tho government resist the Berlin decree.— At least
it might have been expected by the British government,
that they should have been notified of the intention of
sur government respecting this decree; but no informa-
tion appears to have been given, and' so the matter rest-
el unﬁl November following,

Y hen all these circumstances are considered, can it
he sr:d with candour, that our government (if they did
ot perfectigmmequiesce in the Berlin decree) did mtend
te onpose or resist it ? It they ¢ submifted {0 a viola-
tion of their neutral rights by France, in the manner
contemplated by that decree,’”” bow could they reason.-
ably suppose Great-Brntain would respect them ? espe.
eialir as Great-Britain viewed the decree so injurious
to her 7 And under such circumsianees, it 1s incpnsist.
aut with the principles of natural justice, to say, if
Great-Britain retsliated upon Kranee in her own coiy,
it would be a jusi cause of war on the part of the Unit-
ed States. The Berlin decree affected to be retaliatory
upon Great-Britain for her orders of blockade, and has
lately been pretended to be viewed by our government
in the spme light ; but this pretence, so far from. bejing
well founded, will place them in a very unfavourable
poini of view. T'here had been several orders of block-
ade by the Brilish government which bhad been com.-

pisined against by ours, and by the remonstrance of
cur minisier, the present secretary of state, bad sl} been
done away or merged 1n the order of May 16th, 1808.
And in his letters of 17th and 20th of May, in commu-
nicating the order {o our government, expresses his ap-
probation of it, and says, ¢ it seems clearly to put an
end to fariber seizures on the principle which has-been
heretofore in eontesiation.”’—— As no ahjection was made




(as in fnel none m@iﬁ 2 mmE o ihis opder; mi%zﬁf at
that Gme, w at the tme of %j@ﬂim the treaty, by onr
governmant; i 18 bul fair reasening fo say, ‘that they
W%ﬁﬁf? ﬁﬁ%&%ﬁ%ﬁi in i And from all the contests
with Great.Hritain, fron-thet gramd aniil the govern.
ment gef op en unheard of prneiple abou! h%wm’a%%
there never was any mmgm:m against the ozders of
Moy 48, 1808,

Tt would be 2 mwgmma of Hime to enumerais all the
%ﬁéﬁﬁm of this fact, which must be so well knowxn;
bt X feel gm&ﬁaﬁfﬁﬂ in saying, that the ealy cause, as held
oul to view b vernment, which pm&mmﬂ B -
torn of ammh’ia %sﬁam between the countries, were
the reislintory orders of Great.Britain, known by the
emphatick pame of the orders in council.
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arrangement with M. Emm%

mise o cessalion of war upon our chmpstrees, both on
the part of Great-Britain and our own g@wmmﬂm, and
it is ever {o be regreited, that it shounld have been frus-
trated. The unfortusate interpolation, by the pmz&:}%
in 2 lefier o M. Erskine, according to the acconnt
given by the late secretary of siate, scems {6 have been
the canse § and whether intentionally so, or not, in point
of diplomacy, was certainly uonecessary and very up.
civil; and I think ¥ may say ?ery mpmper_ -

Buat in this arrangement, the ym &wﬁ@ opinion of
the real sabjccts of complaint and matiers in confrover-
Sy Was mp%m*&iy given. ot & word. ﬁﬁmm ABEDTOES.
mmﬁmm & W@M AN ﬁhﬁ ﬂﬁﬂm Gﬁﬁ iR ﬁﬁ%

ﬁ%ﬁm must h& our astonishment, when.we after.
T—— him sefting up 2 new principle, and recom-
heeasnse ba eonld not ':w'-.f ry it ko ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%*
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The words of the noninterronrse act, ¢ that {#reat.

Britain should so revoke or modifv her edicts, an that
thov ehall coace to violate the nentral commerce of the
United States,”” had been fairly construrd by the pres-
ident, in the arrangement with Mr. Erskine ; and thie
¢t truction had been exprossly recognized and sanc.

tioned by congress, in the act of June, 1809.

'There could be no mistake or misunderstanding about
the {rus construction. No person, who had attended to
the contraversy. could have anv misapprehension upon

the subject. and that the orders in council were exclu.
sively meant and intended.

On the first of Muay, 4810, congress afler an inces.
sant war of words for five months, passed an act, to n-
terdict the armed vesseis of both France and Great.
Britawn, froégour ports and harbours. and with a' clause
to this effect, that in case either. France or CGireat-Bri.
tain, on or before the first of March, revoked or modi.
fied thewr edicts, (using the precise words of the nonin.-
teregurse act) the president should declare the fact by
proclamation, and if the other did not do the same m

three months., the nonintercourse should be revived
agamnst the defanlter.

This last act having expired, no law of our govern.
ment remained in foree to Interrupt our commerce, and
i again began to flourish :—buat the wiles of the Freneh.
man, and unfoert: nate intermeddhng of the president,
would not suffer « long continuance of this happy state.
it mizht have been considered good policy if Greéat-
Britain had immediately embraced the terms of the law
of May, 4810,

'The Freach government, (a) probably intending to
draw our wary rulers into a snare, pretended {o repeal
her decrees, when in fact it amounited: only to a condi-
tional promise to repeal; and as neither Great-Britain
or our government complied with-the condition; the
Krenchman always insisted, that the.decrees ware not

3 ,_ o |
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repeated, and knd become the fandamental laws of the
cmpire.

But the presadent, by his proclamation of the second
of Wavember, 1810, declared they were repezled, and
called upon Gireat-Britain to repeal her orders in coun.
cil, or the nonintercourse wmlm revived againsl her
on the serond of February. () And as if apprehensive
thai Grer: Bntain would comply : or in sabserviency to
the French government, = new demand appears to be
pet up—tbat the orders of May 1, {806, must also be
expressly repealed, though the British government had
informed them they were merged in the orders in
council. '

I sav'it was & new demand, {c) and therefore was
not within the intcation of the law-——as neither congress,
in passing the act, nor the president, at thdime, could
have thought of it. as he had previously puta construc-
tion cpon the same words.

Our minister, at the courl of London, was instructed
to inform the British government of all these facts; anc
oa the 20th of December, the Marquis of Wellesley thus
writes {0 him. in answer to his letters upon the sabject,
“ By vour explanstion, it appears, that the Amencan
govermment understands the letter of the i‘rench minis-
{er, as anpouncmg an absoluie repeal of the Krench
decrees of Berlin ard Miian, which repeai, bowever, is
not to continve, unless the British government within a
reasciable time afier the first of November, 1810, shail
falfil the two conditions, distincily stated in the letter of
the mimwsier—aunder this jon, if nothing mere

expianztion,
had been required from Great-Britain, for the
of

purpose
securing the continuance of the repeal of the ¥rench
decrees than the repeal of the orders in council, I should
not have hesitaied to declare the perfect readiness to
faliil that conditron.”

Bt the Marquis of Wellesley farther oboerves, ¢ that
the American sovernment combining with that of the
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t'ronch minister, « renunciation of these principles of
hlockade which Great-Britain has asscrted to he antient,
and which the laws of nations have estabhished, that
covernmen! cannot azree to the requirement.’”

By this correspondence, these facts arc proved with
certninty ; that the British government, although thoy
had no confidence 1o the prefcuce of our government,
that the Berlin and Milan decrees were repealed, yet,
inast:uch as our government were satisfied, they were
perfectly willing to revoke their orders in council ; but
as the demand of the revocation of the orders of May 16,
1808, was intended as s virtual renuncintion of the
right of bleckade as cstablishied by the laws of nations,
and an implied adwission of the correctness of the new
blockade set up by Bonaparte, the British government
would not agree to repeal this order ; and for uni doing
70, in compiiance with the requisitions of Bonaparte,
war, horrid war is declared.

‘I he pretence for not accepting an armistice when of-

{fered, seems to afford demonstrative proof that peace
was not desired.

The antiquated complaint against impressment of
scamen, it 1s trne, had been menticued in the war man-
ifesto ; but ever since the nonintercourse act of March,
1809, had been little noticed as a subject of gnevance,
and, certainly, had never been pretended to be a suffi-
cient cause for war. But now an armistice could not be
accepted, unless the British government would, at least
during the time of negociation, renounce the right of im.

pressment of their own seamen on hoard our merchant
vessels.

'The very terms of negociation proposed by onr gos.
ernment bemg, that the British guver.?':;ent ahﬁﬁldgore-
iinguish a right, which ‘iie whole nation seem with one
voice to have declared they cannot, without jeopardiz.
g their exisience 2s a nation, and will never relin-
fuish (all which the presideni must have understood)
affords preity conclusive evidence thst the war originat.
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ed from very diflecent motives, and mnet bhe proseented
at all hazards.

i 1< not ancharitabie to sappose, that even if Great.
Britsin had yielded this point, ingenuity would have
bacn put upon the rack. for some new pretence fi.
continumny the var.  And when men appear to deviate
from the path of rectittde—from that ¢ magnanimons
policy” (in the words of the great Washington) which
ought to characterize the raters of & nation, and to de.
scend imto such meanders and labyrinth—it is theis
faalt—at least their misfortune, if we should happen to
misconstrae their actions. And if we misjudge theiv
intentions and erropeously impufe to them improper
motives, they must attribute it to their own obliguity
of conduct.

¥rom this examination we are led itresistibly to draw
this conclusion—that granting the continuance of the
orders in councl! was n just canse of war, yet the gbv.
ernment were under no necessity of making war upon
this principle, as they might have had a repeal of the
orders in ecouncil, if they had not intenttonally combin-
edd with the French government a demand of relin-
quishment of a princi;ﬁ:, which they knew they had no
right to demand, and would not be given up.

What then must be cor surprise ! when we find it
publickiy and officialliy anncuneed ¢ that the contes! in
which the United States arc engaged appeals for ifs
su to every mofive that can animate an uncorrapted
and enhehiened people.””—-oes the contest appeal to
religion for its sapport? io morz! rectitude—to a de-
sire {o preserve the lives of the people and security of
their property—to eqoal and exact justice to a2ll men
and natioms—io an unprejudiced and impartial deci-
m delween Mﬁﬂﬁ!—-—tﬂ & A IR0 A mﬁcy—u—iﬁ 8
desire to avoid the borrors of war and preserve the
 motives winch ani-

m)irhben: ,,h ;” H-tb
4 sapport, will
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As prudent men we muast look Tor other motives, {o
which this contlest ; ppmi‘ fnr Mlppnrt and the words
I e HUIM ul "!‘mnau InAts nl... LA, mnn*q'iii"i'iﬂ? Ay V-
rianes, we shonit examine for thv hidden cpuses and

SECTCL SPrIngs.

it may not he an unprofitable labour to endeavour to
trace to their teur source and onigin the causes of this
unhappy war. By probing the “wound, it is siblo
we may discover a gangrene which, defying all surgi-
cad skill, will eventuate in the desteaction of the hody
politick, or we may discover a wound which only re-
quires attention, and a proper remedy, to be healed
without dlﬁimlu

it bas heen supposed by many people, that a love for
France and hatred for Great- Britain, are the sources
from which all our national troubles flow. 'Ihe rela-
ttve condact of our government between thesc nations
iins afforded too much foundation for a helief of the
fact.  From the deceptive practices which I have con-
sidered, there seems no cause for doubting that this sup-
position is correct, as respects a very lw'e properiion
of the American people. But when we examine fur-
therwe find that the conduct of France and Great-Brit-
ain towards the government has been such as to warrant
a supposition dlmcth* opposite as respects them, upon
every pnnmple which influences the feelings of man.

We can conceive, that men residing in France may
be pleased with the civil conduet and easy maunners of
the people ; and that the new phi hy, which slack-
ens the rough cords of the old school, may be
gralifying to the senses of some ; when on the eontrary,
the anstere manners and forblddmg deportment of men of
conseious rectitude mixed with the pride of self kmown
or imagined superiorily, may be too repellant to pro-
dum : Bat when we coansider, that Gmut. 14

nelgblee

ain althoagh obstinately contending for
which in all casen have not met with full su

reason and justice ; ywthﬂe h&nmhmdmihm,
specifel simcerity apd decency towards omr govern.
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mont § While tfrance, not content with vieiaung every
prmmple of justice towards as, bas appeered in many

------ A A ‘qlh lﬂLH . 1-“ II -“ J-ﬁ L ‘
Emwm wy ﬂlnl-';'l' SR MR ENR RN R l“slilﬂ 'I;; m.f;ﬂlt ﬂ-ltr ::r::l .ru.’ﬂr

0i iBgeE WHD secmed wiin nvcrwmmg ondtivrss in
solicit their embraces—Ilike an overbearing coxcomb
trifling with the love pangs of a doting enamorata ; we
arc forcibly led to & very different conclusion.

To illastrate my j:usition—When the successor of
Mr. Adams had drained to the very dregs the cup of
hamiliation, to conciliate the French government, how
vilely were these hyper.friendly advances requited !
‘The Spaniards, then under the control of Trance,
were set to work to plunder our citizens, invade our ter-
ritory, and deny us rights guaranteed by treaty. When

this conduct was resented, the president (to use the
hngal.se of = member of congress) “ was hearded in
capital”’—and was tauntingly told by the publick
nmntof Spain, when ordered to quit the territory of
Columbia, “ I will not leave this splendid city of four
miles square.’

Were the American baneers uofurled, and war, hor-
rid war, proclaimed for these insults ‘and guirages *
No—auly two millions of dollars were granted (o ena-
ble the piomdent effectually to negotiate, being more
ceTnl (a8 & member of congress Trom this state said
in debate) to the president’s views and feelings—and
becauss “ France wants money and must have it.”

What became of the money 1 nof so clear-—of the
negoiation we know, that & respectable gentleman had
been sent as Qarv to Spain; bot being order-
od to take France ie his route, arrived 2t Paris, and was
suffered no further to , but after fraitless at-
to accomplish the of his miasion, was saf-
m--“ bootiess hone, and weather beaten

* The purchase of Louisiana, for fifieen millions of de!.
hn, scemed (o be comsidered as 2 full settiement of 2
previsus controversy for Erench spolistions. Bat the
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treaty which had been concluded with Bonaparte ihe
13th of M-Pt 1800, thern my!ed the first consul, was

“ﬁ“‘“ _— el l lu-.-.. .
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meniioned. 1 he government of France was calied up-
on, by eur minister at Paris, for an explanation, and to
know whethee it was the intention that this decree
should operate in derogation of the treaty with the U.
nited States ¥ who at ?n;.,th received for answer, with
true French sang froid, that, ¢ as there was no excep.
tion of the United States in the terms of the decree, so
there was no reason for excepting them from their ope.

ration.””  Accordingly his decrees have heen most ng-
orousiy enforced against us ever since.

}

To these perfidious acts and injuries to gmperty,
were added the most provoking personel insuits—and
so subservient did Bonaparte consider our government,
that be undertook to declare war for them inst &.
Britain. ¢ War exists then in fact hetweera%ngland
amd the United States, and his majesty considers it as
declared,” says Champagny, in a letter to our minister.
Andin another of the 17th of Feb. 1810, are these ex-
pressions-—¢¢ His majesty could place no reliance on
the proceedings of the Uniled States”——and ¢ they
ought either to tear to pieces the act of their independ.
ence and to become again, as before the revoiution, the
subjects of kngland,”—¢“Were men withoat just politi.
cal wews, without honour, without energy.”’

'The people, after suffering under the em nearly
twenty-two months, wounld no longer endure it, and the
government substituted ths nenintercourse. This was a
favourite measure of the administration, and was notifi-
ed to the French government on the 20th of Apri,
1800, in ierms rather more than civii, afier so great
outrages as the Berlin and Milan dwrm, ¢ that-our

government azsures im nothing hud given
more disquietude to the nited Etates, than the neces-
sity which impelled the adoption of this measure,” and

adding, < that any inierpreiation of the deerees. of
the 2ist of November, 1806, and 17th of December,
1807, which shall have the effect of leaving animpaired
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tho martime rights of the umon, will He ustantly fol.
lowed by a revocation of the act.”’-—But to these plain.
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he remained in surly silence uniii the 23d of varcn,
1840, when he issued his Rambouwllet decree, which
confiscated all our property in Krance, expreasly to re-
taliate for the nonintercourse. Although this aet was
to operate equally against Great-Britain and France, yet
the vile government of Britain passed no act or decree

to retaliate.

—

The duke of Cgdore)#4/ in a letter to our minister
of the 6th of August, 1810, says, ¢ the emperor had ap-
planded the general embargo, and regrets that all our
acts had not been sessanably n‘ified to him.”—"This
unblushing prevarication wa-  stantly replied to by
our minisier, and they were reniinded, that he had noti-
filed them on the 29th of Apnl, 1809, of the noninter-
course, almost a vear before the Rambouillet decree.—
It is astonishing with what christian patience and for-
bearance, our philosophick government, submitted to
all their insuits and atrocities. Some were called mu.-
nicipal regulations, consequently were not subjects of
national complaint.—All their ingenuity (in the lan.
guage of revolutionary France) seems to have been put
it requisition, to palliate the cnormities of our friends
the republican French.

Though our minister in France appeared at times to
lose ali patience, and {rom the correspondence publish-
ed, exposed the infamous condi i of France, yet scarce
2 murmur of disapprobation has been heard from our
government—and certainly these indignities have never
been resented. |

On the 30th of August, 1808, our minister at Paris,
writes thus to the secretary of state,—¢ I hope that un.
less Krenee should do us justice, we shall raise the
em and make in its stead an armed commerce—
should she adhere to/her wicked and foolish measures,
we cught not (o content ourselves with doing this—
there 18 much, very much beside we can do and ought
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aot to amit domng ail we can, becausn of 18 Delteved here
that we cannot do much, and that we w2l not do what
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Arid in 2nother letter of the 20th of Fehruary, 18004,
after cnumerating many insults of Honaparte tovards
our government, such as * that his decrees should suf.
fer wo change,”’ and, ¢ that the Americaus should take
the positive character of cither allies or enemies,” and
informing the secretary, that the captured property
amounted to one hundred millions of franks, ¢ a suam,”
says be, ¢ whose magnitude alone renders h()f)eless all
attempts of saving it,” ——concludes thus, « If 1 am right
in supposing the emperor bas definitively taken his
zround, I cannot be wrong in concluding that you will
immediately take yvours.”

Oue other instance of insuli may be mentioned as the
erand climacterick. 'Theinfamous lie, that the antedated
decree for repealing the Berlin and Milan decrees, was

communicated to our government at the time 1t bears
date.

It is to me astonishing how any man, pubiick or pri-
vate, eould for a moment submit to such an indigny.
To admit the iruth of a falsehood, or to suffer it to have
currency, iu point of morality, is nearly equivalent to

the Best publication.

Where was that delicate sense of honeur, in those
who ¢ felt a stain as a wound 7" that quick discern.
ment, and prompt resemntment, “to avenge even a
iook that threatened with insult,”’ as blazed forth im
the dismissal of the British minister, for an alleged
insult in his correspendence with the secretary of state ?
—-although scarce any two men could pat their finger
upon the same spot? Ales! we are ready to exelaim,

ike Zangs, cver his master’s corse, <¢ Is this 1.orenzo,
where’s the haughiy mien? '

As I can neither attribute the war to & love -on the
part of our goyernment for France, nor hatred to Great-
. "
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Brtsin, nar to anyv of the coosce which have heen ni
signed by the government ; 1 5. i seareh farther for the
cauwe which hay produced our disastrous state.

I it chould nppear, that the lust for power. of.
fice, and emolument, of ambitious men, has caused all’
our troubles and vexation, and has produced this un.
just, calamitous wary and that the ongin appears al.
most coeval with the adaption of the federal congtitu.-
tion ; the corrective bies with the people, and they are
the physicians.

The government, under the constitution, was organ.
ized in 1789. The novelty of the occasion, and pecy-
f1ar situation of the country, drew together the best and
wiscst men from every quarter. The voice of the peo-
ple (in the language of inspiration,) seemed to say, ¢ io
the north give up, and to the south keep not back,”—
bring your sons of wisdom from afar, and of virtae and
patriotism from the utmost limils of your borders.—
hm} & more virtuous, more honcurable, patriotick, wise
body of men, never assemblied upon any oceasion, than
those drawn together at this time to adminisier our
national affairs. Xt was a constellation of virtue and
patriotism, and Washington the pole star,—it was a
galaxy of wisdom and talents,

These were halevon daV‘S-—-thlS was the reign of
Astrea !—They drew order out of chaos——system out
of confusion, and strength out of imbecility. They es.
tablished a rev enue——creuted confidence and pablick
eredit—gzave new life to our drooping and almost with.-
ered commerce—and from a contempt in which our
country was held by foreign nations, caused our name

to be respecied, and our inemlsl:up (o be courted.

 The time would fail me, if T should attempt to do
justice to the first, and several congresses under the
new constitution. But all present, if they have not
keaown, have felt the goml effects of their wise admin.-
isiration.
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Fhe well earned fame of thow men, rases them as
inravove thety calumnintors, ag from the bright regions—.
the seat of justice, honour and wisdom, tn The depths of

tiie dark abodes of uccmr fniSCDOOU, g 1w ‘#iii‘ii‘ii.w.,

Their wisdom and patriotism, and the great benefits
they conferred npon their country, secmed to estab 1sh
for themselves 2 reputation and confidence with ther
fellow.ciizens, that would defyv the shafis of calumny -
~—bhut alas ! this 1s not the condition of man.

The French revolution was an event of so extraor-
dinary a nature as to astonish and captivate most minds
—at least; all those who had not strength to fathom
events, and investigate their sources and springs. ¢ In.
furlate man, seeking through blood and slaughter hix
long lost hiberty,” was a fallacious pretence for the
most cruel and murderous actions, which have ever
disgraced mankind. Under the pretence of seeking
hiberty and freedom. the meost abandoned and deter-
miccd wretches that ever existed, overturned the gov-
ernment of France, murdered the king, quesn, and
nobility—plundered and destroyed the wealthy-—and,
after rioting 1n the spoils, turned their murderous
swords agaiunst each other, and in the event, have estab-
lished a government under a new dynasty, more des-
potick and systematick than any recorded in history.

T'hese brilliant atroeities were too captiv: ting for the
weak nerves of American demagogucs. Power and
wealth are always allurements for the grasp of unprin-
cipled men. 'The pretences with which the revola-
tiomisis so easily imposed upon the weak and vulgar,
held out an example to the restless spirits of our own
country, not o be neglected. - Under the pretence of
love apd friendship for the people, and having ai beart
their interest and happiness; what has not, or may not
be perpetrated, by wicked and ambitious men. . The
thing is not new under the sun, buf has existed in all
ages and nations since the world began.

But our age was thought too enlightiened, and the
means of knowledge sc diffused, that the people eould

L
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not b a;ullml and decerved, n the manner we have
winessed., LNs was the opinion of many honest men,
but the artful demmogum had a better nnderstanding

of the ﬁhja:t. Attt WHE facis wu nave WBown put the
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Though it might have been cxpected that the excel-
lent characters of the men at the head of our affair,
and the wisdom of their measures, could have set at
defiance the machinations of all the demons that were
ever guffered to perplex mankind, yet (strange as it may
seem) under all the smiles and appearances with
which our rising cmpire was bhlessed, the demon of
mischief was bumh employed 1n sowing the seeds of
discord and confusion among the people, which have
agrown and ripened in our unhapp) catastrophe.

'The friends and supporters of the new constitution
had taken the name of federalists—those who opposed
its adoption were called autifederalists ; but the latter
at length assumed the appellation of republicans, as
from the success under the constitution antifederalism
had become very unpopular, and the name republican
was very captivating among the American people.

Names in themselves are nothing, but are made sig-
nificant by common use and acuptatmn ;¥ hut when a
signification is acquired, how imposing and deceptive

is & naiie, to the minds of all those not accustomed te
2 very critical examination !

The despotof France,evenin his career of destreying
the liberties of his country and threatening these of the
world, has been called by 2 republican ruler ¢ the
greatest republican on earth ;” and under this name

has been 1dolized by mpuhhcans as the world’s ¢ last
hope *?

* The words “fedmﬂm." and * repatdiesn,” or ¢ demoerat,” m!lw i eom-

mon ase and aoceptation, siguify little more than * friends of peace,” and * war-
bawks.”
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auspices of the %‘rf..,nch minister, vas endeavourcd {o be
produced at the commencement of the French revolu.
tion. between thia country and (Freat. Britain - +nd the
republicans were the most strenuoun nppnﬂvr of the
treaty, made under the sanction of W ashingtoy:, to set-
tle all disputes with that government.

Washington, /¢ /) apprchensive of the danger to
which our country might he cxposed to a war with
Grrent-Britain and her allies, hy the improper conduct
of our own citizens ; like a prudent father of his coun-
trv issued a proclamation of neutrality, which was de-
nounced by the republieans as unconstitutional, be-
CaNse notlnnfr was found in that mstrument directing
such a proclamntmn-mﬂut those, who wished for an
opportunity of spoiling the people of Greal-Britain of
their goods by privateering, could found an argument
to suit their conveniency. in the constitution itself.
But war with England was averted by Washington
and his friends, the federalists, for which he and they
have ever since been stizmatized as tories—British
partizans, monarciists, and every opprobrious name
they could devise, to render them obnoxious to the
American people ; and were aecused of being enemies
to the French, whose cause was that of ¢ eppressed hu-
manity,”’ and were the lovers of Great-Britain, who
were the oppressors of mankind, against whom repub-
lican France had declared war.

Many men, who bave since been conspicuous lexd-
ers in the government, took part agninst Wasiungton,
and the complaint of the French minister against the
sceretary of state for a ¢ language offieidl and language
confidentinl”” had much significancy in it; | the ed-
itor of a paper, a foreigner, in which Wa .zton and
the federal government were most grossly abused—»Dre-
ing employed as a translator of languages in the sec-
retary’s office, was supposed to indieate from whence
the storm was arising. But so deep rooted were the
affections of the people in their federal ralers, that the
republicans could not have prevailed. at leasi, ai the
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hme thav did. to nuat them from - government, hng
for the attachment of the ancient domimion to her own
sons. = At the :ommencement they had their full shave
of the great officers of the government,  "Fhe presadent,
secretary of state. and attorney general. and it was
not without extreme jealousy, that the leading men.
who had entered the republican ranks, pereeived the
elevation of a yankee, nq they called him, to the presi.
dential chair, and they never ceased their contest until
they restored the sceptre to what they determined were
the legifimate hands. -

The tyger having been let loose in France, spread
hin devastations over the fairest portion of Eaurope, and
threatened destruction to every kingdom and govern.
ment.— The rights of man are a consuming fire he.
aide the thrones of kings,” say the revolutionists of
France, in their letter to the turbulent spirits of
England ; and declared war auainst Great-Britain,
and to draw the United States into the vortex, hasever
been the study and aim of France, and td our disgrace

they have succeeded.

- 'With what enthusiasm were all the ebullitions of the
French revolutionists received and reechoed by eur
republicans, and what rejoicings were there at all theiv
succesges ¢ the civick feasts, the balls and daneing
may still be remembered, and the pen of the future
historian will record, for the perusal of our wondering
descendants, the strange facility of changing of the
love and admiration. of our American republicans for

the chiefs of the F'rench revolution.

- The Brissotine or Gerond party were the first oh.-
jeets of their love—these were cat off by Marat, Dan.
ton and the biuody Roberspiere—who put to denth
Panton and many of his murderons assoeiates. Rob-
ersprere was put to death by Tallien, who was tarned
out by ‘Barras, who banished Pichegro and bis aseo.
eintes; ¥nd hired Bonaparte {0 go to Egypt, who re.
tarned; and ovérturned the remainderof the five head.
¢d monster, and established the consular gevernment,

e —T
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*n canged himself to be chosen chiefl consul for life;
which zovernment he afterwards subverted, and declar.
ed himself emperor of Krance, and king, of ltaly~and
astablished the most arbitrary and abominable despot.-

1sm that ever exasted.

That every trace of freedom should he forever rowt-
ed out, he silenced the press; or would suffer nothing
to be printed bhnt what was previously approved by
himself or his ministers. He declared himself an ene-
my to all republicks, and abeiished those of lfaly,
Switzerland, and Holland. 'T'he latter he created a
kingdom, and made bis brother king; and the former
he annexed to his own despotick sway ;3 and as his
brother did not rule the Mollanders with a rod of iron
agreeably to his mind, and did net so well enforee his
continental system for the destruction of coinmerce, he
deposed him, and annexed the country to his own do-
minions. He invaded peaceable countries, overturned
their governments, established kiu ;doms, and set up
kings, princes, aud nobility almost without number,
and seemed going on with hasty strides to umv ersnl
dominion, until at iast he has been checked by one of
the most virtuous monarchs that ever wore a crown,
and who should be styled as the most deserving of
princes.-—Alexander the magnanimous.

'The important consideration to which I wish to draw
the attention, and which can nev er be sufficiently dwelt
upen, is, that through ail the changes and revolutions in
France—from oligarchy to democracy, aristocracy, lim-
ited or elective monarchy, aund finally, imperial despo-
(ism-—in all the ephemeral constitutions drawn from the
pizeon holes of Abbe Syeves, and imperial edicts of
Bonaparis ; our republicans have never varied in their
apparent love and attachment to the ruling party in that
country, and acquiesence in their doings. At one
time sorapid were the changes of men and constitutions,
it was extremely difficult to keep up with them; and
while our republicans were praising one constitation,
another was drawn from the pigeon holes, aud it hae




nut unfeequently bappened, while 8 here of the recola.
tion has heen celebrated for hir patriotirm, i this
country, he has been a headless trunk in the Place dy
rerofution.  Bul at all evenis, France musi noi be
given up re a sister republick, by their friends in the
United States.  And so cruelly have they been treat-
e by their sicter France, that while they were follow-
ing them in all their turnings and changes—as ' were,
panting and almost broken winded in the pursait—
praising the Frenchmen for their genuine republican.
ism-—the leaders and rulers, of that bappy chme, have
heen proscribing the very word from theiwr vocabulary.
——And one of the first acts published Ly Bonaparte,
after his flight from Russia and entry into Paris m the
night, was to celebrate and praise monarchy and he-
reditary government.

There seems but little necessity for my drawing a
conclusion from facts and circumstances so well known
and understond. The republicans came into power by
praising the French as genuine republicans, the friends
and agserters of the liberties of mankind, and thsic
government us a pattern worthy the imitation of all na-
tions § and avowing themselves their admirers, and
fricunds : and as the federalisis could pnot coincide in
their doctrines, they were stigmatized as British par-
tizans, monarchists, and friends to arbitrary power, in
the manner I have mentioned, and all the party
slang that the tongue of malice could utter, or the en-
venomed pen of the sjanderer could write,

France must be eonciliated and borne with, iet their
enormities—their insults and injuries towards us be
ever so great, for which the British alone must be
blamed. It was considered that war with France
would he death to the Freneh parly, while a war with
Great-Britain might serve to destroy, in the estimation
of the people, the federalisis, who had always wished
for peace. While Great-Britain eculd be fought with
- embarge and nonimtercourse, and the people would
sabmit to the destruction of their commeree, it was
thought inexpedient to resort {b open war. But when
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the alternabive prescnted itself, mﬂwr war with I rance
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he secured ; ﬂﬁlf—prmervmmn seemest to them thi “ral
iaw of natnre.

It will not be supposed, that it ix my meaning, that
nil the republicans were of the cast I have mentioned,
«any of thein, a8 well as some federalists, had con-
ived a favourable i G%mu of the French revolution, but
witnessin: these eno¥mitica were convinced of their
error ; anc many of the republicans having been salis.
fled of the dishoncst views and ) improper conduct of the
ieaders of the party, have seceded. A::d it 18 devout.
1y to be wished that all honcst men (and we desire none
other) would view the conduct of those who have
plunged us into this unhappy, unjust war, 1n its true
light.—It is immaterial whether we: unite under the
name of federalists, or the friends of peace—by & union
of all honest men, we may still save the republick, and
produce peace.

‘With what anx..iy did we view the last presidential
election—had the friends of peace sncceeded in their
endesvours, peace before this iime would have been
restored o us, and our pro:pect would again brighten.
—But men do not always perceive the path which
leads to their trne inferest and happiness.— Vermont
and Pennsylvania, would not coalesee with theix
friends and vatural allies, and they, and we all, must
suffer in consequence,

The injustice towards our own citizens, in the wan.
ton exposare of their property (o destruction, and the
biood to be spilt in the unnecessary contest, while
awakening in oor minds the mosi melancholy thoughts,
seem not io have heen taken into consideration by
those who have plunged us inio this destructive war.
Wil they tfax their lands and slaves to remuperate
| thosewhﬂnﬂwthe reined by their madmess and
folly7 No-—our eounir: mnat he -lagded with im.
mense debis, and commerce must be hurthened to re-
place the sums expended for its own destruction. -

K
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Who called for the war? not those whose vights
ﬁu‘:y prci.!'mhtﬁ o proweci. o ATET Rraivs 4 :'T;'i;;?f&-r
mg the rights and interesta of the citizens, they have
condupcted ac if with an intention of desuwoving them.

The argonment appears to be this-—You, Great Brit-
ain, bave by proclamation blockaded France, we there.-
fJore declare you our enemy, and the property of our
citizens is exposed to your depredations. 'Take it if
you can, and we also yield to yoa the commerce of the
ocean. And although the cause is removed, yet inas.
much as you did not know of cur declaration of war
when you revoked your orders in councii, and conse.
gquently, we cannot allege in vindication of our hon-
our, that you did so because of our war. we will not
make peace with you, or accept your proposal for an
armistice, unless you will do something to “istify us in
the sighi of the people ; but ander pretenc of prolect-
Ing our seamon, we will drive them into banishment to
seek a living in foreign service, or expose their lives
to destruction. We will exhaust our resoureces in the
vain attempt to conguer Canada, and ineur an immeanse
load of debt, and sacrifice the lives of our citizens in
the ¢¢ unprofitable contest,”® and will destroy thousands
by taking from them the means of their support.

This 1s our patriotism ! this is the work of republi-
cans ! thesc w.re the objects of the republican war.

We have to deplore the Barbary pirates being let
loose upon our defenceless citizens; and in conse-
quence of the doings of our government, without the
possibility of resistance on our part. How are we to
relieve our citizens groaning in captive :ins? Hers
18 misery and suffering without the necessity of eroco.
dile tears to set it off to advantage—yet, not a sigh——
not a whitper do we hea: n their aceount, Where
real bondage and misery exist, there seems no necsasi-
imaginary sofferings requive all the

scepe. .

ty for tears ; but is
aid of artificial sorrow to embellish t

Bmmdo?m tountrymen have been resened from
chains, through' the hamanity of those we have deslax-
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ed -mr enemies, and there seems nu practicable way of
aflording them any relief, but through the same medium.

This 19 not the only 1nstance of showing how prepos.
terous 18 the war.

From whatcver motives our government may have
selected Great-Britain for our enemy ; yet such is the
situation of the world and the posture of affairs, that
(Gireat- Britain 1s our natural ally, and France our de-
termined enemy. For, if France succeeds in her de-
signs upon Britain, the United States must be chaiped

to the triumphal car, and follow in the train of vassal
nailons.

mhall wo ihen, have to deplore like the degraded
Swisg, beguiled and cheated of their liberties, that ours
are lost forever! shall we have to lament, with the
economical and 1ndustrious Hollanders, that we have
heen heaping up, not knowing who should gather! are
our mild and equitable laws to be superceded by the
Napoleon code! are our legislators, chosen by our-
selves—our judges, appointed by our own authority,
wielding no sword but the sword of justice and the
law—to give way to kings, princes, and prefects, mg
ported by thousands of gen d’arins, like leeches suck-
g the heart’s blood of the enslaved people !

To those who have nothing in view, but the gratifi-
eation of malignant passions, in the destruction of Brit-
ain, these suggestions may appear visionary ; but those
who rightly comprehend the consequences of the
¥rench fraterpal embrace, viev, with extreme anxiety

every stride of aggrandizement and increase ef p ~er
of the Corsican liherticide.

One other cauce for depioring the war shall be men-
tioned, and although the last, appears not the least of

our misfortunes ; it is the danger to be apprehended of
losing our gallant liftle navy.—

"The -navy was the child of the federal administra-
tion, and was built under the. auspices of the second
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nresident.—The growing commercial interest. reauir.
ed protection from the pirates who infested the ocean,
the Barbary corsairs, and ¥French privateers.

How roon was the superior skill anc bravery o) our
countrymen manifest—ihey triumphed over the ¥rench,
and drove the barbarinns into their skulking ' 'ces,
and bronght them 1o terms.—But the Iaurels they iave
gained from the nation, that doés nol afferd them {or
any other people, iz truly flattering to the pride of
Americans ; and without being accused of vain boast.
ing, which is not a concomitant of true houour and
courage, we may in justice to ourselves and enemy
say, we are the only people who can on equal terms,
contend with Britain on {he ocean:

Gallant sons of Neptane ! we bestow on you the
mead of praise so justly due {6 your courage and va.
lour ! receive the plaudits of the federalista for -our
ncbhle deeds—you have honoured your ecountry, :ad
may your country delight to honour you.

While thus rendering the tribute so justly due o the
surviving, how shall we guitably mention those, whom
the chance of wiir has consigned with glory to their
tomb! 'Thebrave Liawrexcz! in whose breast dwelt
every manly sentiment and heroick virtoe, now perforat-
ed with balls—as it were, in the agonies of death, man.
tfests his superior love for his‘country’sglﬁrg, i erids,
don’t give up the ship—don’i give up the ship.” rg)
'The blood whick flowed in rivers on the deeks of the
fll-fated Chesapeake, where the brave Proke layming.
Hog his, with the deavesi of onr own, cries to heaven,

In Just accuosation against the guilty suthors of owr
etim'ﬁas - | s




NOTES.

(a) Extract of aletter from the Duke of Cabork to Gen, ARM-
STRONG, Scfid. 7, 1810,

‘{11 Majesty has always wished to {avour the commerce of
the United States. It wan not without reluctance that he used
reprisals towards the Americans, while he saw that Conpress
had ordered the confiscation of all French vessels which micght
arrive in the United Siates.

“ Sinco the jast measures by wbhich that hosule actis repealed,
hia Majesty hastens to cause it to be made known to you, that he
anticipates that which may re-establish harmony with the United
States ; and that he repeals his decrees of Berlin and Milan, un-
der the conditions pointed out in my letter to you of tho 5th of
August.”

«Jtisnota little singular that the President and Congreas should
sistrenuously contend that the Berlin and Milan Decrees were
sbeolutely repealed, when the Frenchmen reiterate that the re-
3l was but conditional ; and never have allowed that the condi-
tions were complied with either by Grest-Britain or the United
States, untii the antedated Decree for repealing the Berlin and
Bilan Decrees, which of itself affords the best evidence of the

spinions &nd intentions of the French governgpent.

(5 ) Bxtract of a letter from Mr. Pigxner o the Marguis of
Werresrr, Sefit. 21, 1810. |

“ It i3 my duty in transmitting the enclosed copy of an act of
the Congress of the United States, passed on the tirst of May,
1810, entitled ‘¢ An act conoerning the commercial intercourse
between the United States and Great-Britain and France and their
dependencies, and ior other purposes,” to state to your Lordship,
that an sonulment of the blockade of May, 1806, is considered
by the President to be 25 indispensabic in the view of that act s
the revocation of the British Orders in Council.”

Exitracte from Lord Weriresizy, Dec. 239, 1810,

¢ Xt sppears not only by the letter of :he French minister, but
by your sxpianation, that the repeal af the QOrders in Council
will not satisfy sither the Fremek or the Americem government.
The British government is further required, by the ietter of the
French minister, to renpounce those principles of blockade which
the French goverament alieges to be new. A referenace to the
terme of the Berlin Decree, will serye to explain the extent of
this requisition,. The Berlin Decree states that Great-Britain
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< gxtends the right of bleckade to commercial unfortified towns,
aud to ports, harbours, awnd months of rivers; which according
to tho principles and practice 0¥ all civilized nations, 18 only afi-
pilicadle to fortificd places.”

“ On the part of the American government, I upderstand you
to require that Great-Britain should revoke her order of blockad:
of May, 1806.

s Combining your requisition with that of the French minister,
I must conclude that America demands. the revocaton of that
order of blockade, as a pgiracrical tnsrance ¢f our renunciation of
those principles of blockade which are condemned by the Fronch
government.  Those principles of blockade Great-Britain has
asscricd to be antient, and established by the laws of maritime
war, scknowledged by ail nations, and on which depends the
most valuable rights and interests of this nation. If the Beiiin
and Milan Deccrees are to be censidered as still in force, unless
Great-Britain shall renounce these esrabdlished foundations of her
maririme rigAts and interests, the period of time is not yet arrived
when the repeat of her Orders in Council can be claimed from
her, either with refercnce te the promise of this government, or
to the safety and Aosour of the nation.”

(c) Whether this misconstruction of the act of May 1810, s
an offence deserving impeachment, seems a fit subject for the
consideration of Congresa.  Itis morzlly certain that this

construction prevented the repeal of the Orders in Counedly
which would have prevented war.

(d)} Extracts from the letter of the Duke of Cadore to General
e wsyronc, August 5, 1810.

¢ I bave Iaid before his Majesty the Emperor and King, the
act of Congressof the 1t May, 1810.” « His Majesty could have
wished that this act and all the other acts of the government of
the United States which interests France, had always been offx-
cialiy made known to him. In general he has only had a knowl-
odge of them indirectly, and after a long period of time. There
bas resulted from this delay serious inconvenicnces which would
not have existed i these acts had been promptly and officially
comraunicated.” ¢ The Emperor had epiplauded the general
embarge laid by the United States.” ¢ The act of the st of
March has raised that embargo, and substituted a measure the
most 1njurious to the interests of France.” ¢ This act, of which
the Empieror bnew nothing until very lately, interdicted te Amer-
iCan vessels the commerce of France, at the time it authorized
that to Spain, Napies and Holiand ;—that is to say, to the coun-
trics under Erench influence, and denounced confiscation against
all French vessels which should enter the of America.
Repriss! was & right commanded by the digaity of France; 2
circumstance o which it was imposaible to make & compromise.




39

The sequertre of cli the veaseln in Fronce has bren the necesrery
congcquence of the measure taken bu Congresas.”

4 Neow (Cavnnwee anTRACE THRIR ATRPS ;mmthc? revoke the
act of the 18t of March ; the ports of Amenca are open to French
commerce, and France i1s no longer interdicted te the Ameri-
CANMS; 10 3huri, Vg icss CHgagss 1o Spposs steall to that one af
tne veitigerent powets which ahall refuse (o acknowledar the
rights of ncutrals.” ¢ In this statc of things I am authorized to
declare to you that the decrees of Berlin and Milan are revoked,
and atter the first of November they shall cease to have offect ;
being understood that, in consequence of this declaration, the Eng-
fish shall revoke their orders in council, and renounce fhe new
firinciplea @f blockade they have wished te cstablish, or that the
United States conformably tothe act you have just communicated,
shall cause their rights to be respected by the kEnglish.”

g w A

() inthe capital of Virginia, a wretched foreigner was em-
Noyed. vho published a papeir, which he entitled the Prospect
gcfﬂrc Us, of which the following are extracts.

¢« The proclamation of neutrality docs not deserve that titie,
It was a proclamation of ignorance and pusillamumity.” ¢ By hia
own account therefore, Mr. Washington was twico a TrasTor.
He first renounced the king of England and thereafter the confed-
ithon.”>  « The wretched proclamation of ncutrality of April
$4A783." <« Adams and Washington have since been shaping
SISt of these paper jobbers into judges and ambassadors. As
A whole courage lies in their want of shame, these poltroons,
without risking a manly and intelligible defence of their own
measures, raisc an affected yelp against the French Directory;
as if any corruption could be mnre venal, more notorious, more
excorated than their ovm. For years togethé@ the United States
resounded with curses against them, while the grand lama of
federal adoration, the IM:IACULATE DIVINITY oOF MouNnT VERRON,
approve®of and subacribed every oune of their blackest meas-
ures.”  Thisspeech has a charm that completely unmasks the
hypocrisy of Washington.” ¢ Foremost in whatever s detesta-
ble, Mr. Adams feels anxiety to eurd the frontier populauion.”
¢ He was a professed aristocrat~—he had proved faith{ul to the
British interest.”

These are specimens of the torrents of abuse which was heap-
ed upon Washington and Adasms and the federal party, by this
paper and cthers in the United States; which mnduced Congress
to pass an act, called the © sedivon act.” Upon this act the aue
thot, ot purbaps the mere publisher, was indicted and hoed, and
the fine pald to the Marshal about the time when Mr. Adams
left the Presidency, and was paid back to the culprit by order of
his succcssor.

(/) ‘There is something in the conduct of the government very
singulas, and perhaps inexplicable.
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Bonaparte’s ropealing decree was notified to the British gov-
ernment four days after ocur declaration of war; and in conse-

quence, the Briush government (though astonished at the mys-

terious manner 1o which 1 was done) revoked the orders in coun-
cil, but said not 3 word about the orders of May, 1806. The
American charge des gffuires at l.ondon was instructed by his
government to demand z repeal of the erders as a condition for
the restoration of peece and agrecing upon an armigtice. The
Briush government having already revoked the orders in coun-
cil, declined doing it a second ume. At first there secemed some
difficulty in the court gazette at Washington, whether the orders
an council were effectuslly revoked; but at length it was deter-
mined, that nothing but the affair of impressments stood 1o the
way af & restoration of peace. This revocation of the orders in
council, fs precisvly what the goverament might hove had before
Febrruyary, 1811, 1f they had chosen to have received 1t.

ft must also be noted thatever since May 1800, no demand has
been made upon the British government to relinguish the right
of impressment ¢f their seamen on board our merchant vessels,
or to mepatiate upon the subject, till after the delaration of war;
and then the American charge said he had no powers to nego-
ciate, but demanded a renunciation of the right upon a mere
promise that somcething should be done by Congress to prevent
the crmployment ¢f British seamen on board our vessels. He
was told by the British minister, that, as he had no powers (une.
gociate, he could not enter into a discussion of the question jr-

and not being able to present any plan or project for prevesiing -

tie employment of their scamen, hc could not conscat to o.
neunce the right of umpressment preuous to an armistice.

(g ) I shouid net wish to misjudge the conduct of any man, and
if the friends of the adminisiration can give a satisfactory expla-
nation of this subject; and exculpate themscives {rom the charges

brought against them, we should {eel very happy to acknowledge
ourerror. At present we can view it in no other hight than an

unjust, unnecessary war, and that they arc chargeable with the
olood spiit in (ke unhappy contest.



