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AN ORATION.

ILLUSTRIDUS n the annals of time are
epochs of National Independence. Hiltory, in her
tale of ages, i reflively dwells upon thofe pericds,
when maxn rifing from the fervitude which opprefied
him, has vindicated the dignity of his rnature and
become free.  Memory is faithful (¢o the achieve.
raeats of patriotifm, and eulogy keeps pace wih the
acquifitions of glory ! -

Ferrow-Citizens, Besrtuezw o Pruicievs.
Rerusricaws ! Thrice welcome be this our meet.
g, Affembled to commemorate an event the moft
honorable to our pation, to confecrate apew the day
of onr Independence—again to plight cur faith to
poitenity im the temple of our God, let the fpiris of
itherty fill our hearts with rejoicing, and the feroor
of enthufafm give currency to the language of our
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Vips. On this day, let no voice of difcontent found
a note of difcordance, let no breath of repining give
2 figh to regret.  Let there be but one paufe of rey.
crential feeling to the memory of the deceafed heroes
of our country, and all the refidur of thir hallonved daz,
tm animation, harmony, and joy.

Forn nearly one third of a century have the
Umted States of Awmerica exifted a free, fovercign,
and independent matien. The Rory of events, which
preceded and which enfued the fourth of July '76,
which led to, which enforced, and which jultified the

declaration of Independence, have fince been the con.
ftant and confecrated fubjedls of anniverfary celebra-

tion—Y et the theme does not tire, nor has language
become exhaufted. The Genius of Freedom enlivens

forever. Words flow by infpiration, and interelt and.
animate by expre{lion. The heart beats and the {oul
expands at the name of [ndependence, The honor of
the patriot becomes engaged, the pride of the citizen
is excited, Liberiy 1s in difcuflion, and the (tation
of man in iffue. The grandeur of the obje® admits
of defcription unceafingly and endlefsly varied. Or-
ators and Posts have already attempted its perfe&t
pidrure, but fome new fcenery mult ever remain to be

added, giving dignity to the defign and novelty to the
exhibition. The extreme of humiliation and the ex-

tent of greatnefs furnifh infinite materials for the la-
bor of ingenuity, and to contemplate a nation in thefe

oppofite attitudes is the noblelt, proudelt exercife of -
the human powers.
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Woxnrous Liave been the fortuncs by which we
have arrived to the prcfm{t moment. A bhandful of
Pilgrims from 2 land of oppreflion are the lowly an.
cefiry of this powerful people. Poor and pennylefs
tney left the country of their kindred, and weak, and
feeble, and exhaulled, arrived on the fhores of a rude
and inhofpitable wildernefs, The bowl of beafts
was here their greeting, the war-whoop and the death.
fong their paltime. They labored, and Goul blefled
their induftry ; they perfevered, and God rewarded
their exertions, The {oil yvielded to culture, the fav-
age to civilization, and through trials and hardfhips
almolt incredible, they acquired an eafy and enviable
poflefion.  Their arms became nerved to manhond,
and their ftrength was fatt ripening to niurity.
Where {tood the tents of the Pigrims, new fmoked
the villages of Inhabitants; where lay the hunting
grounds of the Indian, now bloflomed the improve-
ments of the Hufbandman.

Tuvs much had mterprize accomphithed, un-
difturbed and difregarded. But the Parest, who un-
naturally had abandoned the Infant to deftruion,
viewed the vigor of youth, and claimed the ex-
ercife of authority, and the deference of fubmiffion.
Iilia]l feeling admitted the demand, and with the

humble name of Coloniffs, our * pious anceflors”

were repiitered in the family book of the houfe of
Hanover.

Parenrar government was at leafl to have been
expedied. It was to be hoped, that power would have



(6)
been tempered by affection, that interell would have

gualified exaction. The ftrength and weight of the
colonics, for a long ume, contributed to the grandeur
of the Britfh empire. America was a diadem, the
fine(t bnilliant, in the crown of England. Her pro.
dutions were the fultenance of the nation, the life-
{pring of her commerce, the fupport of her manufac.
tures, miniftering equally to her wants and her en.
joyments. DBut in proportion to the value of the
prey was the rapacious appetite of the fpoiler. The
colonies were yet comparatively helplefs. They had
flourithed, buc their growth was of the morning ;
they were vigorous, but their ftrength was not per-
fefted. A genial fun was ftill requifite to their ma-
tarity.  Yet a little while, and they would have ¢f-
caped danger.  Qppofition would have been idle, and
hoitiity unheeded. A corrupt, and profligate, and
unfecling miniftry watched their opportunity. They
raw that quickly the bird would be fledged, and
onre flown, would mock their purfuit. They faw,
that the reftraints of flavery were the furelt guar-
antees of fubmiflion ; that dependence and poverty
would ofter the leafl refiftance to defpotdm. They
faw too, in the progrefs of the country the opening
profpells of a rival, and in the firit of the people, 2 de-
termined enmity to Treanye ! To blight and deltroy
thele profpedts, to curb, and break down, and fubvert
this fpirit, the work of imnpofition was begun. 7axa-
{icm, that neceflary burden in civil {ociety, was aggra-.
vated to a curfe.  Oppreflion flalked through the

land. Asticles of fubfiftence were made {ubjells of
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excile, mechanical ingenuty and mnnu(aauring enters
prife were yaterdilled; and when, ot lafl; forbearance
was cxhaulled and loyalty yielded to remonfirance,
ar was commillicnsd to enforce obedience o the re.
quifitions of relentlefs power.

Tue events which {ucceeded are familiar to the
dcquaintance of every American. The places of
their ation are marked for eternal memorial.—
Where were entombed the vittims of vilor, over their
graves are crected monuments of glory  The plains
of Lexington and the heights of Bunker prefent the
firlt records of Independence, and the flone and the

marbie which nife upen their furface, are cemented with
the belt blood of patriots. Armies of mercenarics,
for eight years, ravaged our country with every f; pe.
cies of brutal and hellifh outrage, Plunder was their
pioneer, and wafte and ruin followed in their foot-
fteps.  Ciues were depopulated—rvillages pitlaged
and burnt-—houfes of public worfhip profancd—pri-
rale hﬂfpimﬁt}’ abufed-minfancy tortured-—the chaf-
uty of females pelluted—and every focial, and moral,
and manly virtue violated ! Nor was the conteft

lels unequal. America had engaged at fearful odds.
Without numbers, without weapons, without intcr-

nal refources, and without credit from foreign alli-
ance, her attempts were regarded as the imbecile
ftruggles of childhood, refifting parental correction.
The nations of Europe were the amazed fpeators of
the confli®t, and more than one half the obje was
accomplifhed, ere they accorded to our entreaties the
countenance of their power. The policy of Louis
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XV fimulated Ly the ardor of ln more gaﬂmt
fubjecls, at 1enpt}1, enlifted 0 the o {e, and followa
ed by the aid of the loaned moncy of Holl:md gave
certainty, promptitude and {plendor to the ilne,
To thefe friends in adverfity, aflociates in labor,
fuffering, and in glory, let gratiude on this ocra-
fion pay a deferved tribute. Yes, Frencumen !
We owe to you u debt incurred by generofity, and

which feeling only can hquidate,  Your blood was
mingled with ours on the fields of battle, and tre
bones of both people now moulder, where valor firft
heaped them topether.  May liberality forever cher.
i the remembrance, and honor and equity permit
permanency to the obligation ! And to the States of
11olland may the pun&uality of repayment, with the
reciprocal interefts of both nations, mete out a liberal
reward. They rifked an adventure in a perilous en-

terprice—may the return cargo compenfate for the
hazards they incurred,

A wmorre minute detail of Revolutionary efforts
will not, at this tme, be expefted. Vain and ofelefs

would be the labor. TFrom the blockade of Bofton to
the furrender at York-town, no incidents have efcaped
the tradition of our Fathers, The tenderelt infant
learns them at the breall, and the fachel'd fchool-
boy makes them the leffons of his earlieflt recital.
Age dwells upon them ia rapture and imprefles them
with virtue. They will be to polterity fubjedts of
.dmiration, when the moral they inculcate fhall be
loft to inftruftion.—But the chara&ers of the Heroes
of thofe days demand higher notice. Each acquifi-
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tion of glory was at the price of blood, each combat
added to the dominion of death. Where Wannn
fell hundreds of like {pirit were numbered befide him,
and the graves which yawned for Moxtcomery and
Mencer were glutted with their companiurns in wrms.

Iluftrious fhades! Be at peace—for the facrifice
of lifc was the falvation of country ! If it were
permitted thee to wander from the tombs, the pre-
fent profpe& would be thy {ufficient reward.  Patri-

otifm has been jult to thy honor, and affe@tion fenfible
to thy fall. Sorrow has yearly vifited the depofi.
taries of thy remains and gratitude made frefh in
fcriptions to the remembrance o0 thy fervices ! Nor
15 the meed of merit lefs due to thofe, who furvive.
Already has one gemeration rifen and hailed them
bleffed. They will leave to their children a rich leg-
acy of principle and virtue, They will inftru& them
in {entiments of integrity and in the value of In-

dependence. They will enjoy while here a noble re-
{ult to their labors, and bear with them to Heaven an

aflurance of the happinefs of their lateft defcendants.

Tre war fuccefsfully terminated, and the fove-
reignty of the States acknowledged ; a talk no
lefs arduous remained to be accomplithed. A com-
munity of fuffering had hitherto fecured harmony
in effort, and a fingularity of obje comcidence in
the mieans of attainment. But a varety of profpe&
was now unfolded, and that magnanimity which
hid given cnergy to the “ old Confederation’ was

found ineffictent to the further regulatien of the {y{-
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tem., The tie, which had bound us tegether, became
loofed. The immediate danger of divifion was not
contemplated, and in the Grlt attempts at a redrefs of
embarraflinents, which along ftate of violence had
occafioned, confufion and anarchv  well.pigh en-
{fued. But patriotifm was again on the alert, and
again demanded her facrifices, A Convention of Sa-
ges was affembled, and our prefent Conflitution of
Government prepared for adoption.  This Inftru.
ment, the moft majeltic difplay of the ingenuity of
Freemen, the refult of compromife and mutual ac-
commodation, after delays and difficulties and cavil-
limgs from the yet half-converted fubje@s of Indepen-
dence, the lingering-hankering-parafites of power, as
well as the arrangements for additional articles, which
wifdom and ferefight exterted in greater fecurity for
the people, met the feal of popular approbation, and
was ordained and promulgated the fundamental law
of the land., "o the head of its adminiftration was
ele@ted the filt citizen in the Republic ; be, who
through the confli® had dire®ed our armies, who
had teen firlt to dare the danger and laft to dread
the iffte. WASHINGTON'! To thy memory 2
thankful country has paid its highelt honors.  Great-
ly ufeful was thy exiltence, deeply regretted thy
deceafe. Tears have bedewed the urn where thy
athes repofe, and incenfe of love afcended to the place
where thy fpirit dwells, I profanation has poliuted
thy name, thy charader it could not {ully. The viru-
lence of party has made mockery of thy ments,
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but intelligence and patriotifm will be forover jult to
thy worth 1

T'ug force of our government was now to be
experimented.  Of novel and daring conltruion few
could prediét its operation.  The fovereignty and
independence of the Nation and the free and equal
rights of the people, were the objects defigned to bg
fecured, The Conltitution was made the chart, by
which the velfel of State was to be guided.  The
courfes and the bearings were every where defcrib-
¢d. The fhoils and the quick-hnds, where  fhip-
wrecks in ancient times had been (uftered, were here
diftin€tly luid down—LEach caufe of deviation was
explained, each chance of ruin calculated.  Yor o
wiile, the winds and the waves were propitious and
treafures of happinefs poured in upon our country.
The anticipated fruits of liberty were in gathering.
Pride fealted on the prefent, and hope reached on.
ward to the future. The adminiftration of Wasu.
INGTON Was generally dilingmiflied for thofe mild
and temperate, yet digniied and independent meaf-
ures, which ftamp a wile and magnanimous policy.
During this period, the credit of the nation was af-
tabiifhed, commercial intercourfe was acquized, ad-
vantageous foreign alliances (with one memorable
never to be forgotten exception of national deg-
radation*) were contracted, and at home, even the

face of nature brightened, harmony was cultivated ;

S

NoTe .~——Jav's treaty,defervedly the regret of the friends
of Wafhington, and from whence has refulted moft of thole ms-

chiefs which have fince perplexed our negociztions with tha:
country.
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peace, ‘induftry, intelligence and ntegnty prevailed.

Another golden era feemed advancing, Irom fla.

very, Americans bad rifen to {clf-command ; from

being tributaries to the Englith Crown 1o an equality
with the moft power{ul people. Freedom, unreltrain-
ed in exprellion, unawed and unhimited in a&ion,
chafte, confcientious, intelle@®ual frecdom was enjoyed,
The political fky was uniformly ferene.  The few
{pots, which occafionally appeared in the horizon,
neither materially obfcured the profpe@ nor diminifhed
the fplendor,

L

Bur the advances of time configned to retire-
ment our firlt tlluftrious Chief Magiftrate, and to {fuc-
ceed him, a diltinguithed revolutionary compeer was
defignated by the fuffrages of his Fellow.Citizens.
T'he admirers of the virtues, talents and public mernits
of a Wasnrscron were not unmindful of the pre-emi-
nent fervices of an Avams., New-England, ali A.
merica bad witnefled his danng eftorts, his proud pre-

dileCtions for the rights of man, and :mticipatéd their
fupport from the hands of 2 champion. DBut alas !
Times had changed, and men had changed. A f{ys-
rem of force, of patronage, of favoritifm and of par-
ade approached the Chief of the nation and furround-
ed with its great works the chair of State.  Over the
clofing feenes of the Apams ApmiNisTRATION, gener
ofity, at this period, would draw a veill. Sufficient for
thoft days aere the evils thereofs  Army encampments,
{fedition 1mprifonments, taxes, opprefhion, and prodi.
gality were their moft friking featares.  An Inquelt
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of the country has pafled upon them, and with a ver-

dit of conviétion, entitled them to oblivion.

T'hr Prefidential ele@ion of 1800 finifhed the ca-
reer of delufion and reftored the Government to the
hands of its friends. A Patriot and a Statefman of
the revolution, the fublimity of whofe mind firflt ken’d
American Independence and whole pen imprefled the
folemn Declaration, was happily indu@ed to the
Chair.  His inauguration was marked with the proms-
e of glory, and the principles which on the fourth of
March 1801 he preclaimed at the Capitol, echo re-
peated {rom the remotelt parts ot the Union. The
meafures, which followed evinced, the fincenity of pro-

feflion, A redrefs of grievances was the neceflary
prelude to an cxtenfion of enjoyments. To this
effe®, enquiry and intelligence, labor, fidelity and
perfeverance f{uccefsfully contributed, and cre one
year was noted in the calendar of a Republican
Adminiftration, each occafion of difquiet was
removed. Nor was the vigilance of the Ixecu-
tive thus fatishied.  The acquifition of an incalculably
valuable temtory, the civilization of our Savage
neighbers, the encouragement of ufeful geographical
refearch and of philefophic enterprize are fubjects,
which moft honor the difcernment, and will give high-
clt luftre to the fame of Jerrsason. Tohim, to
thofe he bas fo wifely aflociated with lnm, and to a
virtuous, enlightened and inflexibiy Repubiican majon-
ty of the Congrefs of the United States are we, Fel-
low-Citizens, moft probably indebted for this day’s af-

fociation in feftivity and rejoicing. Why differs our
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condition from the ’;'av_,agcd countries of Enrope ? Be.
caufe no {yitem of a#grandizcmwt provoked us to
conquelt ; becaule no ¥ entangling alliances’™ involv-
¢d us inFuropean confli®s. More fortunate has been
out lot. The evifdom of our government has preferv.
cd us from war—its yuflice has given to us credit—its
{tterality has fecured us freedom—and its econcmy has
Jeft us ¢ plenty in the balket and abundance in the

, 1 ¥
(1ore.

Y &7 has the happinefs of this fituation had its al.
loy.  Againft our molt beloved Prefident the harpies
of mulice have drawn their talons. They have affail-
¢d him, in every fhape of violence, but more fhielded
thin Acuiniss of old, be is found, ne where, vulnera-
ble. His virtue baflled their a&ts and his charaéer
defied their pollution. They fee the fruitlefinels of

their attempts, and humbled, abafhed and contound.-
¢d, in filence fubfcribe to a conviltion of their infamy.

But this purfuit was in fubfervience only, to a further
and a greater obje&. It was hoped to connedt mea/-
ures with men, and by exciung cdium agamft the pri-
vate reputation of the Executive, to create diftruft in
the integrity of his Admftration,  Yeor a while in.
deed, faction feemed organized and oppofition colle@-
ed. Federalifin had numbers in her train, and boafted
of Siaier under her banners.  She thewed herfelf for-
midable in credit, and danng and confident in expec-
tation, But the recurrence of the Prefidential election -

in 1804 proved the fallacy of her expeBlations, Irom
this moment, ruin was her only profped, defparr her
pnly fentiment. ‘Thoulands were reclsimed from the
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wanderings of deception and gathered to the fold of
the people.  New.Hamrsninc abandoned the Standard
of the enemy, and as if the farof Fate had not yet
received its vanction, Massacnuserrs, the only re.
maining fertrels, the Srrovg held, wae compalled
to furrender at difcretion !

Frrvow-Cirizens 3 Rerunvrican Bretnnen !
Great caufe have we, this day, for muteal congratula-
uons. Qur country prefents an afpet as flattering as
it is unprecedented.  Its foreign relations are advanta-
geous and honorable—its domeltic arrangements falu.
tary and profperous.  Stll fair is the promife of con-
tnued epjoyment. Qur negociations with England it
s true, have met 2 temporary {ufpenfion,® but neither
the dignity of our Government will bend to unequal
terms of accommodation, nor its vengeance long flum.
ber over murderous aggreflions. Treafon too, of late,
reared his Gorgon head among us, but the monfter

was early detected, and his infatuated followers are
uow pathing the ordeal of Juftice, towhofe decifion we

moft cheerfully fubmit them. And regarding our

own State, moff highly becoming are expreflions of ex.
uitation.  Yes, Rerurricans ! we will exult in this,

that flander has had its meafure, and delufion its end,
that principle triamphs and virtue is rewarded—And

NoTz. ~=melt ‘18 now underflood that the Prefident’s objec-
tions to the Treaty were, that it coutained no provifien again(t
the impreffmeat of American Seamen, and that 1t was accompas
pied by a declaration from the Enghifh mumifters, that the King
would claim a delay of ratification an bir part, until fatisfied with
the condud of the American government in reference to the
French Impenal blockading decree—a propofition alike mad-~
wflibie unequal and unjult.
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while refpet [hall pay its trnibute to the charaQer of
our firfl Magiflrate may confidence repofe in his integ-
rity and patnioti{m rely on histruth, Be we guarded
againd the bypocrify of our enemics.  Subtilly difpofed
are their defigns ; treacheroufly contrived ure their
mcafures. ‘They now hold the linguage of acquict.
cence, and pra@lice the arts of conciliation—-But as
the Ethiopean cannot change bis fhin nor the Leopard bhis
[potsy neither can the once advocates of royalty be-
come fincere converts to the faith of Rerunricaxs !
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