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TN AUl NOT O BLAUY S0 WIIH O ANY o
TION ; AND A5 FOR UIS TUDGMENTS
THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN THEM. PRAISE

<y e J.ORD,

NO science opens a more exten-

sive teld for improvement than the history ot
nations, By the aid ot the historian, we, in a
sense, converse with ail generations from the
beeinning C*iime. Thus assisicd we see men
in ther oo uncultivated state, without arts,
copotshed heoscience, unrestrained by social
e x s wid usamieliorated by civilized dite.

Steve e can read buman nature, undisg o



by decert, aciing outtsell, 1 tnousand dif:
ferent shapes, and disciesing Wil oo Loong
wirdings of the hieart.  Cu the historic page
we may see mankind emerging Hromi barbarism
gradually rising inte society, and ast ming
national dignity and 1mportance.  ficre also
we may see the high sumuniits of grandure, to
which statcs and empwes have arisen, and the
means which Lave cootributec to thewr great-
ness : and from the same source we may mark
their decline in itz varieus stuges; and the in-
cidents which have proved their dowatall and
final overthrow, Added to the above, fron
the faithful pea of the historian, the provi-
dence of Gob, in bis dealings with the nations
and kingdoms of the earth, isstrikingly ¢ xhib-
ited, affording to the mind every advantage
of improvement in the knowledge of lis glo-
rious government, and sovereign dispensa-
tions. It history lays open such a fi<ld for ac-
quaintance with men and manneis, @nd with
Gop himself, it cannot be consulted witi: tou
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great avidity . especially, these parts of
whuh are best authenticated, «nd comprise

thic most interesting events.

'I'1iE historic paits of the bible, which were
writtcn by holy mien, as they were mc.cd by
the Holy Gnest, must have the first claim on
us, because in then s justly stated, without
the least glow of false colouiing and affected
redundancy on the one hand, or an instance of
undue omission ov abridgement on the other.
Without undervaluing the unwearied labers of
uninspired historians, I shall avatli myself of
the 1ecord Gobp has given of his dealings with
the Jews, hisselecipeople, of their misimprove-
ment of his wondertul works, and ot the feel-
ings, & retrospective view ot the whole ought
toinspire.  "'lis being done, we shall be pre-
sented with o minror in which we may see an
asscuiblage ot ubvious vealitics, both pertinent
te ourselves, as mea and citizens, and to the
country atiavge. Al will allow, on retloction,

that the oxt adimis of o onoeatise of this kina
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And that the discourse may appear natural,
and, in 2 measure conclusive, 1 shall arrrange
my observations agreeably to the following
erder t—

First—1I shall notice the particular dispen-
sations of Divine Providence towards tiie Jem-
1sh nation.

SEconpLY-—[ shall mention some of thc
means by which that nation rose to an exalted
pitch of eminerce and gicatness,

THIRDI V—I shallnotice this nation on 1ts
deciine, and the line of pursuit which proved
its final ruin.

FouvrTnuy—-I shall subjoin the pertinens
application of the whole, to the past and pre-
sent state of this country, and the dealings o
ALmicrry Con iowardsue. ind,

Frerrny —Shal conclude, with apprsing
““.‘ Al i.t \ ;( | Cer o e ‘ SR
[ | o % \_( l L)!y ( tll(_,‘n)(, LXI)lb\S"()!)b Ut }}Kiilb(/ ‘J L"\'

e great arbiter ¢ pations, from o retros-
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pect of his holy and vighteous radrmeats which

Lie ias so wonderiully dispiayed.
I shali begin,

Virst.. L With noticing the peculiar dispen
ittons of Divine Providence towards the Jew-
Whitation.

4 b}

LHE sovereigniy of Gob is very apparent
in distinguishing his people, the Jews, trom all

other nations of the world.  Why he should
seicet this natton to be his poecaliar inheritan.c,
above ¢vory other, 1s a matter past all possinic
developement of human veason, and can have
no other solution than this—it was the good
pleasurc of his wiil.  "I'he vectitude of this part
of his admupisteation none will dispuate, whs
have a justapprehensionof s works und word,
Uhe sovercigny of Gob s not an arviary un-
rcascuahle cxcerct of power. It s power
cuided by mfinite morai erocllence. Tnmany
mstances, it 1s beyona human conceplion, but
never coutiary to reasen,  Soiyeragaty, thus
b
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defined, is apparent 1a cvery part of this lower
creation.  'the diferent talents and circum-
stances of individuals ; the great disparity be-
tween the various nations of the carth, in re-
gard to the means of improvement, and the
uncquai distribution of wealth and honor, mect
in confirming this truth, that Gop is not ame-
nable (o creaturcs ; but exercises an uncon-
trolable sovereignty over all.  Such a display
of himscif, he has made n his pecuiiar deal-
ings towards the Jews, in distinction from o-
ther nations. T'he Jews sprang from the same
cumnmon paient as the rest of mankind ; and
partock as deeply of the apostacy as any other
people 5 and of course, their having been sig-
nalized by Gop, could not be ascribed to any
supcrior virtue of their own, or any distinet
claim they had upon his protecting goodness,
The scif-moving grace of Gon sovercignly in-
terposed, plucked them from the idol temple,
aad made trem the pecvharfoveries of heaven,

Noses addressineg ¢

(o]

is people vbserves, “ Ll



‘““ LorDp thy Gop hath chosen thee to be aspe-
“ cial people to himself, above ail the peopie
“that are upon the face of the carth. i'Le
“ Lorp did not set his love upon vou nor
‘““ choose you because you were more in nuni-
“ bee than any people, for ve were the fewest
“ of all people.  And thou shait consume all
“ the people which the Lorn thy Gop shall
¢ dcliver thee,  And the Lorp thy Gop will
““ put out these nations before thee, hy hittle
“ and little.  And he shall deliver tiicir king-
¢ dom into thine hand, and thou shilt destroy
““ their name from under heaven. Theve shail
““ no man be able to stand before thee.”  Itis
truc, that other nations, 1n their turn, rose to
very considerable heights of greuatness and re-
nown. The Assyriun empire, founded by
Nintron,y flovrished for along time :-—After
this, the Perstans-—the Greeks, in their turns,
and tue Homans, and other smuller kingdoms,
Butno naon. hke that ot the oo, did Gor

LK C liﬂijt.‘{' s PCCL}H;{;‘ “:1“0“3{;0
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"Their civil government was different trom
all other governments.  Gon was its founder.
It was an entive Theocracy. ‘The Lorn him-
self was their king and counscllor, and to him
they had recourse 1 all their important cmcr-
gencics. This was peculiar to the Jews. Gon
never dealt so with any other nation.  lle
snoke to them face to face.  The standard ot
the Lorp was fixed in tiic midst ot their camp.
Hc¢ gave them that good laud he promised, and
went betore them in a piilarof a cloud by dav,
and a pillar of fire by night. The Lorp fought
all their battles, and made their name great
and teirible among the heathen,  Asitis writ-
itn 1 the 4 1th Psalne, © How thou didst drive
“ out the heathen with thine hand.” Fruxirr
says, ¢ "I'he heathen shall know that [ any the
*“ LLorp, when | shall be sanctificd 10 veu be-
“ Ao thu ey s VW ho oy there ot ali
“ flesh, ,w“us Mosrs, < that heth heard

¢ voice of the Liviny (M”) s.:mk e oot obthe

-

rg N Thm e e . M .
- 1”.1(} { (‘1 ;H\, ‘["C‘ > Yl oo, '!,!} t: o



13

Seconp pLACE....D shall nolice the means
by which the Jewish natior vos to an exalted
pitch of cminence and greatness. As has been
said their civil government; was a i2cociucy—
the Lorp himself being their king.,  Yotthey
c,uramv( to their higl: state of prosperity with-
out thc intervention of means. Miracles werc
wrought for their deliverance, and to give tes-
timony that the Lorp wus with them., Yet
there was a certain way or line of providence,
in the pursuit of which, they arese rrom small
beginnings to an cxalted suite of respectability
and renown. By what eeans they ascended
the pinnacleof fame 1s the question before us .
and 1t appears to me to be a question easily
solved @ [t requires no more than a candid at-
tention to facts to have the whoie nuatier stand
betore us aa a clear light. ‘Thelr covernment
stood ona broad basis—it knew of no jarring
discords. Thete civil and relizicus institutions
Cwaid happily united and wided to the cpbuild-
g cudsupport of cachiother. Mosis was i
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the head of the civil department, and Aarox
conducted the business ot the pricsthood. And
yet they did not consider themselves separated
in any such sensc 28 to mpiy a distinct inter-
est. 'Their grand object was one and indivisi-
ble. Their codce of civil laws made ample pro-
vision tor those who served at the tabernacle |
~vhile the priests, in their turn, were occupied
in communicating moral instruction, in regula-
ting everv part of religious service, and 11 wr-
zing those solemn duties obligatory on mcn
towards God, and one another. 'The fostering
hand of each being extended for mutual aid,
pioduced harmony of views and the most per-
fectunion. And all know where there is union
11 a nation there will be strength.  Harmony
and connection of interest between these two
grand departmeunts, the civil and religious, was
the glory ot the Jewish theccracy. 'Theirgiu-
tual dependance on each other, made tae n-
terest of both the interest of each ; what help-
ed the one did also the other : and what was
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prejudicial to either both were equally desir-
ous to remove out ¢f the way. To prove these
remarks to be true very little necd be said.—
All who read the bible know that Moses and
Aaron acted in connection ; and how often it
is repeated, ¢« T'he Lorp said unto Mosks and
Aarox to speak unto the children of Jsraed.”

AvoTHER mean by which this nation
arose to an exalted pitch ot prospenty and
ereataess, was the strict attention which was
obscrved in the promotiva of wise and good
men, aitle head of both civil and religious
departments. It was not deemed encugiy to
have tlie best of constitutions | it was necessa-
ry that good men should hold the reigns of
government.  Moses theretore was raised up
bv Goi:, a man endowed with exteasive nati-
rel and acquired abilities, and ot the most dis-
tinguished piety, to lead in the civil conceins
of the mation, Forty vears he presided over

\

them, duning the whoie of whitch time he

[

?

adminztered according to the rost equal o

.
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tice. During the same period of time, Aarox
was in the Priest office, feeding the people of
Gop with heavenly trutl, and contributing to
the good crder and well being of the nation.
{lerc 1t may well be observed  that both Mo-
ses and AaroN were particularly cavtious that
those who filled the more ordinary stations, in
the interior departments, should be men of
picty and virtue.  If at any time, the wicked
cbtruded themselves into office, on discovery
ot the faliacy thev were immediately removed.
[n proef of this, you will notice the twelve
spics Meses sent to search out the land of
Cunvan. Al except Josuua and Cares
brought back an evil report.  ‘T'hesc men were
heads of their respective tiibes. Confidence
was ceposed i them,  But on detecting their
treachicry thiey werve all destroved,  Hear the
words of the ten ticacherous epies, ¢ The
¢ Jand thvough which we have gone to scarch
‘“at, is a land winch cateth up the mhabitants,

*andd all the e we sy, are men ol
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[

'+ oreat stature. Even those men that did bring
“ up the evil report died of the plague before
“ the Lorp.”  Wicked micn, by the Jewsh
1 heocracy, were not allowed to stand in the
Priest-ofhice.  Nanap and Asmu oficied
strange fue betore the Lorp 5 and there went
nut hre betore the Lorp, and devourcu drem
betore the Lorp.  Having these posts ot tuuse
fitled by mien of redigion, who had the fear ol
Gop before their eyes, was tor along tine th
glory and fehicity of that nation, and Wi, a
mean ot raising them to an exalted pich ot
prosperaty,

ANoTHER thing which contributed to reu-
der them great and Lappy, was the pecaiiar
guard exerased against torcign iniluence and
manncers. 1 hose who haa the management of
civil and rebgious  aficirs, Kopt a constant
watch agaiast the practices of the heatiien nie
tions 1ound sbout. Men aie nataiaily prone
tu 1dolatry, and theretore, ali tuniliar Tnter.
couise of the Jews, witly thar palicns was

C



forbidden. They viewed nothing more preju
dicial to there civil and religious establishaicnts,
than the 1atroduction of the customs of their
idelatrous neighbors. To guard against these,
thevnculcated the uniform worship ot Gob,
1 collecting together, te pay liim their public
homage.

ATTENTION to the religions education of
youth was another mean of their preferment,
They tirst dedicated their children to Gob,
and they were taught by thuse who ruled over
them to inculcate upon them, the duties of re-
ligion. As we find in the 6th Chapter of
Deut. ** And thou shaltieach them diligently
¢ to thv children, and shalt talk of themn when
¢ thou sittest 1 thine house, and when thou
¢ walkest by the way, and when thou licst
“dewn and when thou nisest uvp.”  They
were taught fully to believe that early educa-
tion was uf vast consequence to anation. "They
viewed their futore prosperity in a great mea-

sure, depending on thes thing.
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WE may notice another thing vet whick
tended greatly to theirprosperity. The minds
of the people were guarded against exercising
ncediess discontent under the restraints of law,
It is true there were at certiin periods mur-
nuring and bitter complaining : But 1t was ra-
ther transient and short-lived. It did form a
prominent feature in their national character
during their prospervous state.  Waatever
might be the feclings of individuals, 1l 1s cer-
tain the government itself viewed nothing with
greater abhorrence than an unwillingness to
submit 1o lJaw and order. When this nation
was yising into imiportance and in the most
flourishing state, there was no general dispo-
sition to thrust those who ruled overthem from
cfhce. Korau, DarHan and ABIRAM made
an attenipt cn the Priest-ofhce.  But the carth
opered her mouth and swallowed them up.
Avsavoar raised a conspiracy, 1n which he
tost his itfe. They did not make a sport and
1ost of vivtuous wnd geod rulers—they did not
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hift up then hands for the factious office hust.
er, and epen their cimbruce to demapgaoucs,

’

and sycophants,  Those whofeared Gop and
hated covetousaess, wevesousht cut to hif the
coffices of churcli and state. Andin theay, they
confided theirinvaluablerigats, so long wsthey
ceatinued prosperous and happy.  "T'he tare-
gomny arce soine of the stens pursucd by the
natton we arc conteaipiatiag, which lcd them
the cxalted height to which they arose,

THs leads me, in the thard place, to ob-
serve the same nation on its dechine, @nd
the lire of pursuit which led to its final ruin,

Unper thishead, it is not necessary to be
very lengthiy. Turning the tables, and view-
ing the contrast of those means by which the
- nation was rendered great and happy, wi'l do
much at once to enlighiten our mands, to par-
ceive the causes whicly led to s dechine,  Afe
ter the death of Josuua, during the tune of
the Judees, the progress of the mation, to-

wiisls the pinnacle of mreatness was gradusl
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Sometimes it appeared nearly stationary : bhut
ona gencral scale, 1t was on the advance.
Thusitcontinued till the greater part of Soro-
Mor’s reign had elupsed ; at which period it
heoun to decline. Atter the death of SoLoMoN
and whcn REHoBeAM came on to the throne,
the affairs of church and state were thrown in-
to a wretched condition.  Through the impru-
dence of this voung inexperienced prince, ten
tribes revoited and followed JErEBOAM the
son of Nebat. Now the glory was departed,
which never again was restored to the nation.
Though the hand of Gop was in this, yet we
may see, if we will suffer our minds to reflect,
the causes of their decline.

O~ of the principal causcs of this decline,
wis an uneasiness with the government which
was over them, both civil and reliciovs, A
Jaxness was introduced, and a lawless spinit
prevaiicd. The institutions of Gon became
wc:zri-'mm.% ard the temple worshipwas view.

L2 burden. VWe tind themn often accused of
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worshipping in the groves and high places,
which was provoking to Gop, and insurcd his
sore displeasure. A fondness for change in
the Priesthood prevailed, and JEreBoaM pro-
moted the lowest of the people to the sacred
ofice.  And it was but a short time before the
whole of the ten tribes had forsaken the reli-
gion of their fathers and sunk into idolatry.
The public mind became so corrupt that reli-
gion was out of the question, as to being a de-
sirable qualification in the officers ot state.
Wicked usurpers, who by popular intrigue, in-
gratiated themselves into the feelings of the
people, were promoted, whiie the virtuous
were treated with scorn and derision.  This
apostacy, in opinion and practice, sunk the
nation £rom the heigth of its former greatness
to the depth of ignominy and wretchedness :
theysoonbecamme slavestoevery baseand hate-
ful passion, and learnt all the views of the hea-
then. JeREBoAM sctup hisidol temples in the
differcnt parts of his kingdom ; and reverence
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for Gop, who had so often interposed in their
behalf, was obliterated from the mind. Pious
education was wholly omitied, and the youth
were permitted to grow up in ignorance of
Gon, without ever being told of his marvel-
lous works. They did not realize the judg-
ments foretold by Moses and their venerable
forefathers, which would light upon them, on
their forsaking the worship and service of the
true Gop. ‘T'hey were shut up from-all per-
ception of these interesting realitics. To de-
scribe them in modern lanTuage they were de-
ists or cosmopolites, dcpending on their own
short sighted reason to guide theny and mark
out their paths  And this their wickedaess
proved their ruin,

t sHAaLL now descend to the fourth parti-
cular. Which was to subjoin the pertinent
application of the whole we have been obscrv-
ing, to the past and present st:. 2 o7 this coun-
trv ; and the dealings of Gop towards us,

which are deserving of special nctice.  lhic
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words of the text may be used with applica-
tion to this country, cempared with the rest of
the nations of the carth. 1t may, in truth, be
said, If we look back to the first scttlement of
America, ¢ That Gop hath not dealt so with
* any nution.”  Itisnot pretended thereis an
exact fikeness between Gob's dealings with
the Jewsh nation and this country ; and yet in
many tiings there 1s a striking similarity.—-
Compared with other nations, they weresigna-
lized, and so have we been. Thewrs was an
agc of miracles, ours 1s not; and yetthe gen-
eral providence of Gob towards both, 1n many
important particuiars, is very uniform. They
rose from sisall beginnings ; so did we.  They
were surrounded with Leathen neighbors, whe
hairassed them, and endeavored to effect their
utter destruction.  So were our forcfathers.—
'The natives threatened them with an entire
extirpation. T'he Zsraclites depended onthe
Lorp to fight their battles.  Our forefathers
depended not on an armot flesh. Gop wrougit
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remarkuble deliverances for his people, the
Jews.  So he has for the peopie of this coun-
try.  Yrom the family of Jacon there arosc,
1n a short time, a great nation. So from the
little handful who came to this country, a few
ycars ago, hzth arisen a grecat and powerful
people.  'The Jews were oppressedin £ gypt,
and not allowed the cnjovment of their civil
and religious privileges. So were those who
emigrated to America. Gop prepared for
them the land of Cunaan, in which they
should be unmolested in the worship and ser-
vice of Gop. So our forcfathers who frst
came to this country, though called to endure
scvere hardships, were happy in this, that they
could worship Gop agrecable to the dictates
of their own consciences.  QOfthesclikencsses
I give only  succiact, impertect represcnta-
tion ; but nothing appears more real. [ have
relicarsed over some of the means by which
the Jewish nation arose to its exalted pitch ot
prospcrity and greatness.  We have noticed
19,
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the following particulars, which now invite
our reeoiiection.  Their civil and religious in-
stitutions wereunited andac ministered recipro-
cal aid. Pious and wise mcen were advanced
to posts of trust and preterment, in church ind
state. 1'ley were on thcir guard against fo-
reign influcnce and ntrigue. The religivus
education of youth was particularly regarded ;
and dui'ing thenwr prosperous statc no gcncral
restlcssness, under the restraints of law, pre-

vatled.  'I'hey were not corroded with un-
grounded suspicions and jealousy ; but confi
ded in those who had proved themsclves faith-
tul to manage the affairs of church and state,
without secking for new masters; and besides,
they submitted to all necessary expences tor
the support of civil and religious order, with-
out murmuring or shewing any marks of dis-
content.  These pnaciples, and this line of
pursuit under Gon, were the very means by
whicl they became great, respectable and haps
pr. And these, in sum and substance, are the
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identical principles and views to which we as-
cribe the high state of prosperity and national
importance to which this country has arisen.
Let New-England scrve as an example, as we
are, many of us, natives of that part of Ameir-
ca. Those peoplcat firstadopted an excellent
mode of civil and religious government.—
Church and state administered to each others
reciprocal aid.  What was for the intercst of
one was the interest of the other. They sought
out pious and good men to whom they com-
mitt. d their civil and religious concerns. They
kept themselves uncorrupted by foreign influ-
cnce, both in principle and manners. They
taught the youth to fear Gop and respect their
rulers.  They were willing#to submit to the
restraints of law ; and no discontent and un-
grounded suspicions were suffered to break
‘orth. No intriguing politician and office seek-
er was countenanced ; but all such characters
treated with deserved contempt. T'he seces-
sary expences for the support of civii and reli-
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oious order were not viewed a burden, but dis-
charged with punctuality and dispatch,  Ad-
herence to these things was the mean of their
rising with astonishing quickncess, to an exalt-

ed summit of national tranquility,

DuTtalas ! are there not svmptoms =z sud
declension and departure from this bulwark of
national dignity and safety ? Is there not @ be-
cinning to revolt fromthe aforementioned prin-
ciples ¢ And ure not these ancient customs
decmed as oppressive and foolish 7 Religion is
nv longer considered desirable in those who
fill the chair of state. It is considered rather
a rcstraint on genius.  Men are willing to sub-
mit their interests into the hands ot those who
know not Goo nor keep his commandments.
‘The doors are thrown wide open to .yco-
pliants, vain pretenders and deists to come in
and lay hands on the sacred Paladium.  "T'he
ministers of religion are set at naught, and a
aissolution of religious institutions threatened.

‘Fhere s an wicreasing disposition to negicet
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those very means to which their present great-
ness and prosperity is to be wholly ascribed.
Since the same Gop governs who has alwavs
governed, have we not just occasion of alarm?
If we take the measures which provea the ru-
in of one nation, what can preventour coming
to the same end ¢ Men may have plausible
preteusions for relinquishing former customs
though eversogood. The tea trives had such
pretensions in the days of JEREBoAM *—DBut
when they gave up their ancient, civil and re-
ligicus establishments, they plunged into the
deep gulph of wretchedness and ignominy.—
This wi.l certainly be the ot of this country,
if we take and pursue the same steps. How
far we arc inclining to this evil course, let can-
did obscrvers coolly judge.

Ty light which Gopis communicating to us
is nuch greater than the Jews enjoyed.  And
did Gop appcar to take vengeance on them,
wlhen they fursook him, how much more intol-
ciubic may 1t be fur us ? We need not think
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that we are out of danger because our ruin is
not yct accomplished.  Gob suffers long, and
1s kind ; but he will not withhold his anger
forvever. It is not too late vet to sccurc his
protection ; nor are we igisorant how to sccure
it. ‘The same courses, for substance, pursucd
by our venerable forefathers, will meet his be-
nediction. He smiled on them ; if we imitate
their examples, he will smile ¢n us. The con-
trary will lead to infamy and ruin.

Bur let us, f/thly, in the conclusion of the
subject, enquire respeciing those expressions
of praisc, due to the great arbiter of nations,
on a retrospect of his holy and righteous judg-
ments, which he has so wonderfuily display-
ed. Gop makes astonishing ¢xhibitions of his
character, in the rise and fall of states and em-
pires ; and vindicates his holy sovereignty to
the most consummate gerfccti-un. Ashe makes
kingdoms and empires to differ, pulling down
one and setting up another ; so he impartsall
his special tavors according to the good plea-
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sure of his will. He rules in the armies of hea-
ven, and among the inhabitants of the eaith;
nor wil! e give his glory to another,  What-
ever be the fate of nations and kingdoms, he
will be gloritied in the salvation of his people,
and in the ruin of those who rise up against
him.

In all the great revolutions which take
place amonyg nations and Kingdoms, and in all
the successes with which men arve favored,
there is an overruling hand.  Does the gene-
ral come off victorious ! Does the statesmen
conduct affairs to the best advantage ¢! We
may consider that in this very victory and con-
duct, Gon’s ageucy is concerned. All the

wisdom, skill and strength, which are to be
found in men is derived from Gop. He teach-
~ eth the warrior to fight : He giveth understan-
ding to men, or they wjil be simple and know
not what to do. ¢ Those advocates tor liber-
‘“ ty, whose names are this day prectous, and
“ through whose instruraentality our indepen-
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‘“ dence is established, derived ali their skiil,
‘“ prowess and zeal from that ALMicury Be-
‘“ InG who directs all the affairs of men.”

THE wise man, under the guidance of the
spirit of truth, as well as his own observation,
savs, “Ireturned and saw under the sun, that
¢ the race 1s notto the swift, nor the battle to
“ the strong.” This was true in our late strug-
gles for our rights and privileges. Our success
was not owing to anysuperior strength of ours.
“ Wewere fechle.  Brutum was strong., Ve
“ were incxperienced in war.  T'hey were 1n-
““ured to it.  J¥e had at the same time a go-
¢ vernment toform; but they could avail them-
“ selves of the energicsof one whicl: had been
“ established for ages.  Yetwe gained our ob-
¢ ject, while they had to relinquish theirs.—
* Though we had a WasHINGTON at the head
“ of our army, it was the LorD alonc who gave
¢ us the victory. He had said, LET AMERI-
¢ ca BE FREE ! and Great-Britain could not
“ hold her in chuins anv longer:” Aad all the

praisc 18 duc to him,
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WHILE we are convened to commemorate
the divine goodness to us in times of distress,
may our hearts be filled with holy joy, and
our minds elevated to shout his praise. May
nothing be done this day thro’ strife or vain-
glory. To cultivate peace, fricodship and
freedom ought to be the desire of every heart.
In retrospecting on the past eveunts ot Divine
Providence, we are assisted hew to shape our
course jn future. In view of the events we
have been describing, we need not hesitate
what resolution to form, and wherc to take our
stand. Let us improve the present opportu-
nity, in gaining instruction from what is past,
how to live in future. If we wish to see vir-
tue in the nation ot which we are a part, let
us be virtuous ourselves.

FINIS.



