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IN family registers and biographical writings, the
birtheday, theweddimg-day and dying-day ol ndividuals are
noticed with peculiar emphasis ; so with regard to nations ;
the rise, alliances and Ha*mgfal Gf cmpires and st tates, are arg-
cles of great notoriety with Historiuns,  Inthis point of light,

“11.8 ;’Lnrthqf Fuly is the dirth-da; i of the United States.—
='1 wenty-nine years have elapzed since the British Colonies in
I\Gl ta-Amcrica cast off the tyrants yoke and assumed a rank:
'mong the nations of the earth.

i Tur American Rcw’uhm has Opc:ned 2 scene——is the
bﬂgmmn” of a drawa, which will not close uutil time shall be
‘no more. . While we celebnte the day, the birth-da 1y of long.
Host freedom, returning to visit the earth and take up her a-
hode with' men, we will not be enarindiul of the agents which
irllt. %.lmlght} has used 1 his hand to effect that, work ; for
m*cu, nations will arise and cudl them blessed. .

:} Wiz the Gistresses of our country calied forth a deyu.
‘2ution from each Colony, who commed in Philadelphia, m
'*:,‘; e vear 1776, their oy h::m._n, i behall of thelr constit-
uents, was, * Lord, wh'v wilt thou have usto do ¥ 1t was n
Dold attempt i Kechard f. 122 tomake the motion of I*m}..
PENDUNCE 3 wihich was no sooner donie, than the intrepid S
w2l Adums seconded it. The miotion was carried—tie Du.h-
{ration was made, which forever seperated the Uited States
{from Great-Britain ; {from her policy, her corruption und her
jaebts,  But Lee 1s gone to his long home—.ddams sleeps in
Mus*-—-uc’andulj;fz IS no.more—~Hancock 1s gone the way of all
ithe car th—Henry's all peisuasive voiceé no more is heard—
aFr:mkhn coramands the skafts of heaven no more.  These
Eswmthles, with most of the fathers of the revolution, having
served their generation, accor tl:ng to the will. of (;o.] have

ddallen asleep and seen-corruption;
Buy
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" Bur after the declaration was made, arduous was' the
strugple to cupport it Warren, Blontgomery, Worcester,
IMercer, Nask and others, lost their lives in the field of bats
tle ; with thousands oi our song ; equal, perhaps in virtue,
thoughnotin rank, Those who survived the contest, and
saw the return of peace, -found that mortality was not cons
quered.  Yes, 2 WasHINGTON and a GREENE, the boasts of
Virginia and Rhode.Island, and the triumphs of America,
are no more. Lhey were swifter than eagles, they were
stronger than lions ; but they are fallen by death. - The guine
2y was an overmatch for Washingtone-a sirole of ¢the sun too
powerful for Greene.  * How are the mighty fallen and the

weapons of war perished P’—<But notwithstanding the great

destruction of those, who made destruction of tyranay, some

of the fathers 2nd patrints remain.  JErrrRson yeilives—-.

may he long ive—may he ocutlive ol his enemies—muay li:
live till the debtof the nation is goniredy defiayed. - Crmivon,

the {friend of man—the percevering republizar, the lozg guicde

of New-York, 15 yet on the stare of action.

It is plessing to contemplate, that though most ef the
fathers of the revolution have closed their eves .an deatly, yet
thetr sons have risen up to maintain the same cause § so ine
young Elisha caught the mande and a double portion of the
spiritof hjah, when, with a whirlwind, he rode to heaven
Ina fiery e, Aamoosg these, 4 BIDWELL is the boast of this
dwstrict ¢ Wike Barnabas of old asop of consolation ;3 meek in
temiper and amiable in mauners,  Iis talents and mtegrity,
which have appetred go conspicuons, as a writer, anadvocals
at the bar, « treasuver, asenator, &e I the small arele of
e State, will shine with a'longer tall and miore eftulpgence
u: the large orbitof the Union,  May he ever enlighten, but

£Ver 5COTCil | | o

0 Wrarrz I am evlogizing charpcter (not for their names)
but their works sake, § frel under some obligation to reply to

several charges lodged against the President,  Ilis flight to

Carter’s mountain—-his sttempt to cheat iir. j’cnm-—-—his ifle

wigoe with Mrs, ellei—wand his cending from Franceatter |

black Si, are the jour topics of censure, “Thesc erimes, it
is said,, were all comunitted between the vears 1776 and 1780,
i.do not absolutely know but alt the charges are true § but
one thing I know to be true.  Ilived in Virginia from e
- cember 1778, untit April 1701, ot far distant from Alontices-
e» ; vet I never heard asyllable of either of those crimes, til
I read them in these eastern Newspapers 3 said to be e{xtracts
o . rom
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m Calender and Co. . I shall therefore be an infidel in theze
reports, until L have better evidence.

ey

4
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' TrAT his public administration has been just and eco-

hotaical, X think no candid man will deny.  Some, however,
attribute the mzwes ta the former administration ; and say that
Feffersorr and Lo, rise upon the revenue which was left by the
jormer administration ia bank.  The truth, ¥ conceive to be
thiz, The avenues of revenue were opened before the fund-
g system and other collateral mensures split the nation into
two partics ; after the split, the feleral party, being para-
mount, added to the revenue by internal taxation.  The ins
teranl taxes, atthe close of My Adams’s administration for-
med one cleventh part ef the vevenud ; butwithall the impost
and internal tunes, the debt of the nation svas so inx from bes

ing diminished, that It increased abows coesillicn of dollarg
nor vear.  That the {ederad Congressez understood how o
fovy towes and swell the revenue, no man denies ; bat that
they put the money to the right use, s denied ; o that iF we

aive them the credit of procuring the means, we must certain.

1y give to the present administration the praise of applying

those means to théir proper ends.  Qoe eleventh part of the -
‘tanes ave taken off of .the people, and with the ten eleveaths,
more than 12 millions of dolkus of the nationad dube was 1¢-
duced duving the first four years of Mr, Fofzoon’e edminia.
fratien. |
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Zrom & child, hehas bean ¢ pattern of sobiiety, stady and
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3 feel snuishied that all the ginte of Massachussus, for a brilie,
would not buy a sivgle vore of hisa. A saying of hisisfregh
i my reemory. S It isridiculous for' a man to fheke use of
trderhandsd means to cavry a poing, althe” he chould doecir

thiat the point isa geod one ¢ It would be doing cvil thatgood
night come.”  This saying of his beter describes the marn,
than my pen cando.  Ele has been in public life from the boe
giening of the revolution until now ; zod is at this time 2aw
s1stng ta administer that sovernraent, which he {the frat pms
i the United States) made a ravtion o <l a2 Convention t
forra.  Should Feferson die or resign, on whom would the
office of President full with as mush propriciy and safety, &s
on Me. Aedison 2 | | .

LY
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It the tresaury departenent, Bir. Cafuin iz principal
& forcigner
B * -
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‘a foreigner by birth, but by naturalization an American, . Haie.'
ing filled many important offices in Pennsylvania, -he was sent’
delegate to Congress ; and was an able opposcr of all those ™
measures, which wére so abhorrent to the people, as to cause
i change of administration,  In the Congressional debates,
when the souls of men were tried, he discovered such finan.
cial talents, that his enemics prophesied, thatit Feffersonbes 7
came President, Galletin would have charge of the treasury ;
which is the only part of. fedcral prophecy that has ever come ©
-to pass. With propriety 22 may be called the American Neck-
ar. Neverdid Sir Isauc Newton search into the laws of gia.
vitation, or explore the starry heavens and give to each star
its magnitude, distanee and orbiy, with mnove depth of thouglit,
accuracy and dispatch, than Aler? Gallafin. surveys all the
sources of ‘revenue, and points cut. the proper mode ¢f col-
fecting and dpplying the same, in o manney bighly weanomical,
making just allowances for contingent events, and closing hia
statemnenits to the tenthpart of u cents  We know e 15 wiggi
wg believe he 13 honests May his fiscal arrangements be
such, as will sink the debt of the pation i 1 shote period. 1

, ' .o ' !

. Bur while I am passing cncomiums, it strikes my mind
that the same reasoa which forbids us to wiite the history, of
a man, while be is living; wams us apainst being too lavish
with eulegizm on man; uvael they leave the theatre, where so
many play the worat part of their lives, in their latest days e’
Arnols was the song of 77, and many of the quanduis |of
our connlry waere famous, for a while ; yet idrisld botmayed
his trust, and tha guandieas hove fallen into disgeace or sipls
intn the state of dogbrind dispueation. The sayep of o ciil.
ety of Tureng, *idcthonot vel appear what we off e 1
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applicable to siateenen, nthe point of ligat belaye us. Ve
have ovecent insance Lelors ¥s, wileh proves, that & nuey
may e cae day costending lor Lborty and equaliiy~—the nent
ba g-vualiied Coisulemthen Consu? for life—alter that Gmfes
crpre~and with that have the Srown of another Singcon place
ed on his heed,
& v LET gratitude svocll our bosoms, to render the snbute
of preise 1o nll who deserve well of their country 5 Lutlet .
 flexible putriotiem inspire us towithhiold our sufliages from
all the unworthy., By unworthy chavscters, I memn those wha
wish to.plunge the nation inte debt--make offices permanent
and destroy responsibility—make goveroment o mystery and |
induce the people to call neither men nor messures In guess
tion—-use otliers s s indder to olimb zhe froc of cminence
PR | 7 with,
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“with, and when once risent, kick down the Indder—join churs
ches and make a great noise about religious qualifications in
rulers, and at the same time be as void of them.as an ice-cuke
is of fire.—plead much for the constituted authorities and the
laws, while they themselves are in office, but- speak evii of -
dignities when theniselves are neglected.  In such men, place
no confidence ; for they that are such, serve not their country, |
but their own belleys, and with good words and fair speeches:
deceive the heartsof the simple. '

Mgy, who are the best qualified for office, are generally
- the least ambitious after it ; so it was with Moses,, David, Sc-
ranus, Cincinnatus, Washington and others, Being {urnish.
~ed with rectitude and variety within, they court not the trap-.
pings and tinsel without: Yet, when duty calls, they will haz-
ard thetr ail to serve their country.  Pleused, however, when .
the period arrives——when the object is gained, that they can,
with tree honaory quit the noisy world to enjoy hemselves.—
But T clase my encomiastic and charactézistical preface, and
proceed to objects more sentimental, ' -
Tue Sages of America, declared; in the  Decleration
of Independence, that government was instituted for the good
of the people and not tor the aggrandizement of @ fow ; and
therefore, whenever the form of government did not preserve
“ the lives, libertiesand property of the people, they had an in-
dubitable right to araend it, so.as to answer those valuable
nurposes, 1 hissage opinion, in the year 1776, was cagerly
adopted by the people of the United States. In 1787, the
natrictic fathers, in general Convention, held'the same senti-
ment as dear as the higaments of their hearts, * Possessed with
this #7224, in behalt of their constituents, they changed the
then existing government, and in the machine of government
which they formed, great care and wisdom were used to se-
cure the same right to their children,  ‘kKhe provision made
in the Constitution for peaceable amendments, whencver de-
fects are discovered, is one of the bright ornaments of that
model of policy,

‘-‘.
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DMzw, in poiitical; as well as in agricultural, mechanical
and scientifical Life ave prone to conceive themselves nearly in-
fallible, and oiten seek to erect barriers to prevent their chil--
dren from forsaking the opinions and pursuits of their fatha
ers ; bur, with wonder and gratitude we behold vue Amevican

- fathers assiduously engaged to leave to their children the gal-”
~den legacy, of cheosing their own form of government, g2
- _ C mobitcaEney
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making their own laws, without any dauger of noise or cone
vulsion. Hitherto it has been supposed that uo government
could be altered or amendet without war and carnage abroad,
and national injustice and bankruptey at home ; but the peo-
ple of the United States have acquired the art of changing

- their mode of government, as often as experience dictatesthe
utility thereof, with as hittle danger as they repeal alaw. .Nor
do, nor can any men wish o deprive the people of this privi-
lege, except those who are somcthing, or conceive themselves
somcthing in the existing order of things, and fear .they shall
be nothing, should a change take place.

L

As a number of amendments have been made (o the nas
tional Constitution,since its first adoption, and others are now
vefore Congress, with great diffidence I shall here propose
one, whichisan Ercctive Jupiciary. Pagans havea no-

“tion, thatcertain Gods or Godesses preside over certain limit-
ed countries ; whether their notion 1s suhstantial or fanciful,
1t appears very evident to me that the election of ¢l cfficersy 19

- fllall parts of the gevernment, is the natural genius that pre-
sides over the United States, and if my conviction is just, -
there will be spasms and commotions in the States, unul such
an amendment takes place. I have labor'd under this con.
viction for a number of years, but as I never have born any

. afhce1n state, to try my theory by cxperiment ; and as my -

“calling in life 1s in another department, I have quicted myself
in silence ; waiting, in the mean time, for some to plead the
cause of an Elcctives Fud-ciary, or overcome’ the reasonings
of my mind, by demonstrating the impropniety - of such an
establishiment ; but neithery as yet, has taken plage.

o

Avrr the arguments which I have yet heard, to prove
that Fudres must hold their office for life, cr during good be-
haviour, in order to make them independent, honest and ime
partial, have been as inconclusive, as the arguments are which
arc adduced to prove that anational debt is anational blessing :

- J{.the arguments, however, arc more conclusive than I have
conceived them to be, and support the doctrine, that Fudges,
once appoinied, should have a life-lease of their oflice, except
for bigh crimes and misdemeanors, they also prove somcthing
more ; they equaily prove that the executive and legislative

~offivers should hold their office by a coeval tenure, to make
them independent, henest and imparual,

. Tie objections that are made against an LElective Fuaie
Siadacy, may be sumimed uvp under two general heads, Lorse,
Lol , [ &4 'I'hg
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¢ The body of the people have not wisdom and sedateness
enough to eclect fromm among themselves those -men who are
the best qualificd to be Judges.” Secondly. * If Judges hold
their office by the tenure of periodical electionyythey will have
such strong temptations to please the strongest party, in order
to securc their next election, that they will not judge uprightly.”

Tue fiust of these objections, applies with all its force
against the two other departments of government ; for if men
have not wisdom cnough to choose the Judges, they nave not
cnough to choose Presidents, Governors or Legislators, which
notion sans the foundation of all representative governments
and supports the mouarchical.  1f men are incompetent to
clect their Judges, they are c¢qually incompetent to appoint
others to do it for them,

GovERNMENT, originating among men, is the cool result
of reason against vicious passion.  Men find within them.
sclves and discover in others a number of vicious propensities,
which reason condemins ; to prevent these propensitics from
breaking out into overt acts, reason fixes a staddard contain.
ing a number of rules, which a// have to submit unto; and
pray, have not the pcople, whose sovereign voice declares
all these rules, wrsdom cnough to destpnate the agents to en-
force them &—If the people, however, make an unwise choize,
the cathoicon of suffrage will correct the error; Lut when

they are appointed for lite (in substance) there 13 no remedy in
thic hands of the people.

JupgEs are above all the laws that' the legislature caa
en3st; being under cath to adhere to, the "constitution, any
2w to the contrary notwitistanding ¢ In- one point of light,
this power 13 proper ; {or legislatures may forget their polite
ical Bibles, in a gust of passion, and make laws unconstitua
tional and pernicious ; the Judiciary, in such cases, have the
power to prevent the mischicl: Bue, tho’ the people have this
Judiciary check against the usurpation of the legislature, what
check have they against the usurpation of the - Judiciary 2=
When Judges set up their opinion on the constitution, in’ cop-

position to the legi:!zture, and in opposition to the great mass
of the people, wiio can check them ?—The people cannot, for
they have no direct voice in sctting them up or taking them
down. ‘Lhe legislature cannot, except by impeachment, which
2u such cases would be no more than a whistle, . The execu-
tive cannot, {or they hold their office by a tenure which tie

cXxecutive cannet destroys
Turse
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Turse remarks are applicable to our national govern.
ment, and to some of the state governments ; but not to all
of them ; for in some of the states the Judges are chosen ane
nually by the legislature,&c.  In New-York they cannot serve
after they are 60 years old,  The second objection is, that it
Judges are chosen by the people at periodical elections, they
- will have such strong temptations to please the strongest pare
tv, in order to secure their next clection, that they will not
judge uprightly ; and therefore they must be appointed three
or four removes from the people, and hold their oliice by a
tenure, that neither the two other arms of government, nor
the people can disannul ; with an unvariable salary attached

tothe office ; in order for them to judge uprightly.

Tuis doctrine appears to be founded on the opinion that
perfection is attached to the Judicial office ; but the opinion is
fallacious ; for once there was an unjust Judge, in acity, that
feared not God nor regarded men ; and I will appeal to can-
dor itself, if there are not Judges to be found, who are dea,
sovercign, insulting and superanpuated.  Is the board of ap-
pointmengs—is the legislature—or are the body of the people
satisfied with the talents and conduct of alf who are now 1In
office 2——I{ all weresatisficd with them at their first appoint-
ment, must the present inhabitants bear with  them as long as
they breath through their nostrils 2—=My age authoriscs me
to say, tnat the leading doctrine of the American Revolution
has been, ¢ that responsibility was the best expedicent to keep
men honest.”  And why this maxim should be inverted in the
Judiciary cstablishment alone, Incver could sec.

Trne mere permanent and lucrative an ¢Ece i3, the more
self-important and avarigious characters seek after it Aind
yetitis said, that, «if offices are not permanent and lucra.
tive, men of talents will not accept of them.”  Butif expes
ricnce is to be our guide, we shall find such offices too much
filled with aspiring, unfeeling men ; while those places of
trust, which are more precarious, more responsible and less
lucrative are filled with better characters.

| ‘TriaL by Juries,is held as a sacred rightin these states ;

ca their verdicts hang suspended life and death, poverty and
wealth, in many cascs.  If Judges cannot judge uprightly
without a permanent appointment, how can Jurors i—-Why
not have standing Juries for life, with honorary salaries secur-
ed to them ?

Ir
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Ir judges should be elected by the people, commen
sense would dictate, that all, over whom they should have jue
risdiction, should have a voice in the choices ‘This being
the case, there would be but a very few cases, in which the
parties, between whom they were (0 judge, would be so large
as to affect their next election materially.  Should a Judge in
such cases discover partiality, it wouid disgust even his friends.
Nothing would make him so popular, in his districty as a
constant, uniform adherence to justice ; whercas in the prese
ent mode of appointing Judges, they are under no obligauon
(:xcgp- their oath) 10 be just to any man of ¢ven to treat lum
Wit civility.

Jupcrs should be independent and feel 1mportant en-
ough to keep orders in court, direct the Jury i matters of
law, keep the witness:s to the proper point, prevent the laws-
vers from eloping lrom the direct subject, &e. &c. which
could Le done as well by men who were chosen by the people
for alimited term, as by those who are aprointed by the ¢x-
ecutive or legislaiure for life ; and if the nucéssary work could
be donc as well, the evii of huaving supsrannuated, tyrannical,
heady. unsociable judges would be prevented.  In this case,
Judges would not only tecl the importance of judicial officers,
but also the salutary. obligation to be men. A judicial mon.
arch, 1s a character, as abhorrent as an executive or legisla-
tive monarch, in my view.

Coxsiprring the habits and prejudices of my country,
I have but small hopes that an Electize Fudiciary will take
effect very soon ; unless the state ot Pennsylvamia (winch
-state has taken the lead in many of the American prove-
rients) should introduce it.  Well, it the Judiciary establich-
snunt must continue as it is—must be monarchical, while the
exccutive and legislative departments are representative ; et
us mzke the vest of it, and have nothing to do with courtsof
judicature, that we can possibly aveid, but settle all cur cona
troversies by mutual arbatration ; then the host of luwyers,
who infest our land like the swarms of locusts in Egyvpt, and
eat up every green thing, will have nething to do, but apply
themselves to that happy vocation, which they now recom-

mend to others, * plough, hoe, go to mecting anu leamn good
things.”

Laws—Government—Courts of Judicature must exist,
otherwise the injured could not arrest the guilty and bring him
to the standard of justice ;. but when controversies arise be.

tween
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tween mau and man, /e who is unwilling to have the dispute
amicably settled by mutual arbitration, manifests a desire to
injurc his ncighbour. | In this particular, Iam happy that I
agree with the founder of Rhode-Island, Rocer WiLLrams ;
who, through his life, and with his last breath rccommended
arbitrations as the best mode of adjusting variances,

Ture right of suffrage 13 more fully and equitably enjoy.
cd in the Unmted States, I believey than in any part of the
world, and still 1t 13 a question whether that right may not be
extended larther with safety.  Place al/ men on a level, and
the poor (who pay little or nothing for the support ol grovern.
ment) can vote away the money of the rich ; proscribe the
poor {rom voting and the rich can vete away the labor of the
poor. --The rich haveoften oppressed the poor, by faws which
* they have made ; but I bave mict with no account s history,
ncitherhave I known any instance where the poor have legal-
Iy oppressed the richs Government 1s designed to protect the
life, liberty and property of individuals ; the poor have life
and liberty to be protected, but noproperty ; here thenistwo
arguments against one, in favor of the poor | Should every
man, who is cf age, be allowed the right.of suffrage, withe
out any of those prerequisites which are required, in almost
all the states, the citizens would be more free, equally sale,
and much more cconomical in the redemption of time.

I xave noticed, several times, the proceedings of Con.
gress, which I conceive to be erroncous.  The proceedings
which I have in view, ave, the confounding of justice and
mercy together, in & manner to deztrey both of them, by forc.
ing the people, under the authority of law, to be merciful to
those who had suffered by fire.  Human laws: reach no far-
ther than to force a man to be just to his neighbour.  The di-
vine law enjoins op men, bdowels and mercies.  DMercy s a
moral duty but:ot a legal one. No man can periorm meral
virtue when forced against his will, . The volition of the wiil
is essential to moral exercises. If men are forced to relieve
the distressed, it cannot be mercy. To force 2 man to part
with his haed-ecarned property, to relicve the needs of auncther,
caunot be just,. When men sufler by fire or otherwise, and
are Teduced to distress, let the membersof Congress, as indie
viduals, have corapassionate hearts and liberal hands ; and
fet the same glow of good will spread far and near ; then 1t
will be merey. I see no lause in the constitution which aue
thorizes Congress to dispose of the money in the treasury,
for the relief of any sufferers by fire ; therefore such laws

" \ must
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rust be unpust ; for whencver money is taken out of the na.
tional chest without a consutuuonal key, the natlon sustaing
alraud, -

FroM a small error in government, great mischief may,
and ofgen does arise.  * Behold how great a matter a little fire
kindleth 7 At first it 15 so small that great men hate to med-
die with 1t, while little men do not perceive e 1t ; but, like a
nest egg, it docs not continue alone ; it becomes a habit—a
precedent—a plea for other errers of the same kind, but mere
fatal.  Six hundred dollars a year is a trifle, far Iesa than the
three pence on a pound of tea ; distributed among the inhabit.
ants of the United States, it “ould not be the tenth pait of a
mlll per soul. It cannot therefore, of 1self, ever be oppres-
sive to the people.  But the very princijle upon which this
money 15 griven, has drenched the world with blood, and rmdc
fiery havocof the most virtuous citizens,

Trnr two Chaplains to Congrcts have zbout that sum
annually 1 This moncy they receive for religious services, by
the force of the laws of tm, National chtshture. That a
leal compensation for religious services, is a species of 7clig-.
fous establ) shment, will not be demed, it is presumed ; and to
what extent this little horn may grow, Is a matter of uncer-
ta..mv

Tur rulers of the carth are under obligation to serce
the Lord with. fear, s much as other men; and it they are
disposed to ave : Chaplains, 1t 1s nct to be reprehenced ; Lut
to support them by Jaww, and make the nation I..:l}r for their de-
votion, is the thing to be roprebated.

Tirs crror, however, 1s perfectly congenial with the
constitutions and laws of Massachusctts and New-Hampshire,,
ana with the old habits and laws of Connecticut ; in which
states rehglon ts considered an ofyect, and religious societics
creatures of state policy. ,

. Tue evil o blcndmgrehgmn and property—religion and
edu::atmn-—rd:glon and commisstors—religion and politics
together has been abundantly exposed, but vot yet forsaken.
In addition to all the arguments which have been used to dis-

olve the firm, I shall here subjoin two, which I have seldomy
Or never seen brought into the debate.

First. Evrry article, which-is so mysterious and subtle
in
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in its nature, that natural men, as such, cannct undcrstand,
must be excluded from legrislation, otherwise men would be
cailed upon to legislate about that which they cannot undere
stand. Now, the christian religion, “is not of this world—
1s hidden fram the wise and prudmt——thc things thereof are
not received ‘and cannot be known by natural mep.”  These
sayings arc prominent in the scheme itsell. 11, then, the
christian reltgion be true, these sayings are true ; and il these
sayings are true, theu natural men cannot undurstand what
rehgtonis ; andif they cannot understand it, they are utter-
lv i lacompetent to legislate about it

But 1f the christian religion be false, it cannot be right
to makc laws to support it, for in so doing. government would
undertake to support a lie. W hether, thLl‘LfOTC the christian
rcligion be ¢rue or fube, itis not an article of lt:g slation
In this case 4i¢/e christians and deists, have an equal plea a-
galnst self-nared christians, who (because they are void of the
spirit and ignorant of the precepws of the gospel) tyrannize
over the consciences of others, under the specious b of
roligion ana’ good oreer.

To avoid the force of this argument, some undertake
to support the 1dea, that noae but saints should bear rule, and
such cnaracters do understand, ond theretore are competent

to legislate 1n matters of religion.

IF this argument has any w mg“t at all, it proves that go-
vernment s founded n grace ; and § npp::'ll to the truth of
lustory, if any gov CTRMents h..we cver been so unjust and
cruel, as those which have daimed a gracicus foundation.—
With this pretence the wmademen of DMunster, esteemed. it
“lawful to kil and plunder all the wicked princes.  In thesame:
view of the subject, the Spaniurds justibed themscelves in the
massacre of two hundred thousand SoutheAmcerican idola-
tors.  In the same peint of light the Pope offered to gwe A~
merica away (the year alter it was discovered ) to his atrstian
subjects,  On the sume foundutmn Cruisades have been for-
med (1. €. armics raised undler the cross ot Christ) to killand
- take posscssion of all the property ol ungodly mﬁdds. - And
I appeal to experience, it any of the governments oi the U-
nited Siates are $9 crurl, 10 matters of conscience, as these

eastern States, where there is the : greatest noise m'zdc. about.
- religzous aualifications for rulers.
‘THezz consequences always have, agd I believe alwl:lays
. Y.
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will follow the erroncous idea, that ¢ Government is SJounded
in Grage.” But

Secondly. Ir the affairs of the souls of men and eternity

are articles of legislation, of course they are cognizable be-
fore the courts of judicature. '

A FEwW years pact, acriminal was tried for his life, at
Newport. The Counsel for the Prisoner at the bar, address-
ed tht, ]ur) thus~—-** Gentlemen, you h,we the life of the
Prisoner in your hands ; and with that, in some sense, thg
disposal of his sou!? ; for should you condemn him to duxtn,
ard his soud be unprepared, he would go to eternal woe’—
“ Hold ! hold I cryed the Judge, © the Jury have nothing
to de¢ with his seuf and efe z:f.i;.” “ I know it,” replyed tha
crafty Attorney, ¢ but the thovght wits o unpressive that ¥

.. could net forbear.”  The spect: ators behizld the art of the Bar.
rister to affect the Jury, which in the cvent produced @ verdics
net gailty !---In this case, tae great Judge and great Lawyes
both agreed that courts of justice had no =ognizance of the
affairs of sords and cternity ; and [ conclude that all vho hear
meto day, apn Hrove of their judpment,  Well, if courts: of
Justice h,.u.c nothing to do with those "‘.1’}”.[,1'1'1'5qu of course fegigs
JATUTES Rave not ; otherwise there wowd be no corz c...-.pcmdcnf*e
butyyeen the Judm vy aud legislative departments. T know
men oiten miake vse of that little indiscnbable something,
wiich 13 made any thing, overy thing ond nothing of (1 mea
consgicnee ) i assist L!;c.m. to do that which rensons cmder..z
and naturs chudders at,

, E:-z the year 1756, when the Constiivinn of Hiassachus
setts was o hui‘d the third article of the Bill of Eigrlits oc-

caw‘mnd n long o 2nd close debate. A gentleman, at the head
- of his partyy waid, * we helieve 1n our eonscicnces, that th
- Dest way {0 serve Gsd, is to have religion protected and mine.
1sters ot the gospel supported &y Jew, and we hope that no
1 t gentleman here will wish to wound our tender CousC1enees.’”
. Lhe plain english ot which s, “'our ccnscienccs dictate tlmt
| all the Commanwmlt of Mnssachuseits must submit to our
"1 Judaments, and if thc} de aot, they will wound our tender
P consciences.”  Hada Jew and a Tuork veen in the same Con-
ivemmn, and founded a plea on fenger conscience, the first to
y abstain from Hogs’ flesh and the last to abstain from ’Wme,
't would the gentleman have been so careful of hurting the soft
\ feelings of the son of Isaac and she son of Iahmdcl ihat he

would havc abstained from pork and wine all his da;s ! And

%‘ ~ yet
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yet the Israchtes were forhn]dcn to cat swines flesh, and the
Nazarites and Rechabites were forbidden to drink wine, in
the sacred volume, the Biblc ; but where shall we turn.to the
page, in that blessed book, which gives orders to the rulers of
this world, to make any laws to protect the christian rellgxon,
or 511pp01tthL preachers of it ?
N VI

WHY 15 my l:berq Judg»:.d, and why am I condemned
by another man's conscience (~—Condemned for that, for
which I give thanks. But I forbear—I must suppress the
t2clinps of my heart-—to dwell longer on this subject, would
not cmlcapnnd with '[hL. avranguinents of the day.

Gl::»:Tu:*:«m:, titls towi, Cheshire, has been famous for
republican principles.  In those timﬂs, wien no (imber Wwas
put into the building but federd eak, “ml wlen no sentimens
tal currency p‘i‘mﬂd but that which came from fcdt.ral mints ;
when it was sedition 2o question the infallability of those in
alt ::)ruv., mxtl disorganization to dispute the divi inity of ¢ves
ry sart of the adnaistzation 3 even then, the inhabiwnts of
Cheshire were firm, and almost unapiimous in theis ut*m;m,
for a change of measares.  With placid patriotism, theysaw
their Linds valvec and their glass numbered, wiich letin the
llr*ht 0f heoven o thelr heouses : tdr*f.t“!::r 1‘.1?.!} ..iluz F.:z VB4
.,:td"“;i...t.,d all to support aa crmy, which was raised for 2 w 4y
that ﬂ\lutﬂd no ywhere, buiin the hends of those ..vlw sdonted
the measures © ¥ ot no sean murmandng wes heard wnonest
it ali: Bot when vour -.rﬁ;n.t,-} Wy rf'*z:.*;:tt_z.lt:m““y cabed for,
vou ,were duecided fora a.mgu Your enertis DS, 1iht the exe-
ert’im;q of mht.h  the United Siates, hove been crowned
with success, A chunge hazraken place—a change for the
better-—a -hange, which {without the intemmal ta:w:a‘: ins sunk
millions of ::mrf,.._vt r*d added to the Uniteq States an ex-
TENSIVe CImMpITe, without a dvop ol blood 5 which can b prid
for vithont recourse to trxes, by ccmiuuing the sinking fund
but three years longer than tite time  frst allotted lor the re-
dewnpticn vi the debt '

Iw view of nil these tmng.;, the words of an illustrious
pentlemon (w }1011,._;:(1!:{.-. an the fertile banks of the Nile) to
hils bxctlum? ave applicable = See that ye fall not out Ly
the wav.”? @ Lt us divide and conquer them, was the dauc-
tring oi Great- Britein, in the revolutionary war.  * Letthen
be divided, and we shall vet conauer them,” is the docirine
of the federalists. « United we stand, divided we fall,” was
the Seng of the Whigs, through the war. =~ * United we st..md,

divided
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divided we fall,” is still the watch word for vepublicans, in
high federal times, we were sssured that the men who were
then in office were the exclusive fiiends of the people and of
the constitution ; und that all the measures of government
were pure——that no other men in the nation were equally able
to wield the sceptre, and that a different line . of admimstra.
tion would ruin the people. A change of men and of meas.
ures, hewever, has taken place, notwithstanding the hideous
outcry. Upon this change, the hopes of the {ederalists were,
that the people would net be eased of their burthens, end that
the debt would not be diminished, that the hearts of the people
might be weuned from the republican agents, and be turned
to themselves : But hercin their hopes have been blasted—
At present, their only hope scemsto bey that the republicans
will feil cut by the way, und that they themseloes shall rse
upon the ruins of the divided howse,  Hence, the propriety of
the text, “sce that ye full not out by the wuy”  Sacrifice 2
thousand iittle clecticnecering quibbles, rather than loose sight
of the great importance of union.  Gentlemen, I plead for -
the rights of men to-day, against the insatiable thist ot ame
bitous mortals, te subingate their fellow creatures 'to the lows
est grade of vassalage. I plead the cause of my own hie;
for should the federal party once mere gain the ascen . ucy,
1t i3 beyound calculation to tell at what point they would stop ¢
From principle, and irom the chagrin which they have had,
it is reasonable to suppose that the measures of '93 weuld be
no more than the first stair in thecase. T heonestly declave,
that i that Inauspiziots day should come, I should esteem
my life very insecure——I should hardly value oy head at a
cent 3 and, emply asitis, I am fond of it : Shonld it be cut
oil, I qucstion whether there s a bead in the United States,
~that would suit my shoulders as wells

-

Myt words may be rude, but they ave {ull of meaning ;
thiey flow from the centre of myv hearts For mere than twen-
tv vears tue rights of men, civiland religious, have been fos-
tered in my bosom ; and (next to the salvation of the sout)
have called forth the exertion of wmy small talents in gicir de-
icnce, against the attacks of tvvants, bearing what name so-
ever. It is not the prospect ner the desive of any office that
makes me take o decided part in the laws and modes of ad-
gninistration, but principie alone,

Tt

R

" Lzt the people be sovereign—let their carnings be ses
cured to them by law ; deducting therefrom what s necessa-
ry, {or the protection of the rest—let their alienable rights be
| | . defended
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defended by government—and their inalienable rights be sac-
red as the holy ark ; too awful for government to meddle with.
Then (50 faras happiness s to be expected from government)

the sacred benediction is applicable 1 Happy is the people that
18 in such a case, | |

Government is frequently blamed for those evifs which
arisc from other sources.’ Where people are indolent, profii-
. gate and quarrelsome, given to tattling, drunkenness, dissi.
- pation and debruchery, no government on earth, nor indecd
Cin heavendisilf, con moke them happy.,  The habits of ine
dustry, frogulity, friendship, sobriety and morality, must
tiereiore be chierished among oo people, or all the proficiency
which they can make in constitutions end laws will not help
then. -
Herne let me recoramend to your view, 25 2 model of
rite, the simple, baltay precepis of the gospel. I grant, the
gospel has for its main object, the state of the soul, na suc-
ceeding world ; yet the precepts of it are wondzrfully eaten-
Iated for the goodof men in this present life, A few of them
Xwilt here extract, @ L not une to another—~—let every man
speak tie truth to his neighbovre—see that ye love one 2noth..
erw.ve peaceanly with all men—do pood unto all men—owe .
10 Mman any thing but to Tove one another-——ict not the sunpo
cown Ob your wrath-—use not your lberty for an cecasion to
the flesh, but by love serve one another—be courteous and
~tender hearted, 1orgiving oae another~~render unto all their
due-—remember thera svho are n bonds, as bound with them
—atuGy o be guiet, and to do your ows business andto work
with your own hands—he paticnt towards all men——see thay
none render evil for evil—speak evil of no men-~be aot ova
ercome of evil, but overcome evil with good-—whatscever ye
would that men should do unto you, do ye¢ a129 unto theiee
e not forgetinl to enterein etrangers—husberds love your
wivec-wwives obey vour hushands—paronts proveke not your
chiidren to wrath, lest they Le discouraged—-children obey
yOul pareritS——masters gi“::: unio your seyvants thas which ig
just and equal-~servants obey your musters-—let every soul
be subject to the higher powers—thou shalt not spenk evil of
the ruler of thy people.—-Finaily, whaisoever things are tive,
whatsdever things are honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things arc lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report ; if there be any virtue
and if there be any praise; think on these things,”

THESE
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THESE extracts contain a few of the maxims and pre-
cepts of the New-Testament, written with amazing simplici-
ty and perspicuicy, enjoining a temper of ming and corress
pondent behaviour towards men, superlatively excellent ;-
which every man must own, whether he believes in the atone-
ment of a mediator, and a consequent pardon of sin, togeth-
er with the resurrection from the dead, ornot.  No treatises
on heathen morality, nor any code of cthicks, drawn by hu-
man pencil (unassisted by inspiration) that I have seen, bears
any comparison therewith,  How difierent the picturesque of
virtue, given in the gospel, from that which is given by Pa«
gan authors, which consists only in heroism, love of country,
revenge and suicism. . Let, then, these sacred essays be cher-
1ished among you ; they will preatly agssist republicans——they
will reform federalists, and make something of nothingarians
——they are calculated to amend the hearts of the vicious and
reform the lives of the profligate. |

LEer mealso recommend to vou, a line ot proper deco-
vums on days of election and at all your town meetings. If a-
ny thing on earth would disgust mc at popular government,
the disorders and confusion that too often attend such meet-
ingy, ‘would do it, Xow painful itis to the presiding officer

of the day, to grow hoarze calling 70 erder ! How mortitying,
" to 2 mar of wisdom and prudence te be interrupted by the
loud, unmeaning words of another! Itis true that men some-
times corry their points against wisdom and experience, by
loud, insignificant declamation.  In such cases, the wise had
rather lose their abicet than to contend for it in'a manner so
inipolite and clownish ; so stronger beasts yield their path o
the skunk, rather than to contend widh 2 combitant so dica-
greeables _— |

Tae laws of this state give almost universa! right of suf-.
frage to men of age ; seeing then that ye have alian equal
velce, strive to be equal—strive to excel i avil virtu~, The
gocd rule, lald down in an ancient hook, is, “ ye may ail
speak one by one, that all may heary oll learn and all be cdifi-
cd.” A man has no excuse, in the rules of good manners, to-
interrupt another, when speaking, in common cases ; vet
such interruptions are not only commen, but the intruder ofs
“ten wins fame, os aman of public spirity contendig for fus
right. |

- Tusnre isarespect due to age; the ancient should be
treated as fathers.  Whatcan be more unsecmly than for young
-, " mcn’

1. —
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men, with fierce spirits and high voices, to-drown the voice
of that wisdom whichis gained alone by age and experience,
To this, ‘however, thercis a counter evil.  Old men often
grow sovereign and sour—self’ conceited and dogmatical.—
"Their natural powers have failed (they will own) but their
moral powers are in bloom : Their judgment, in particular,
15 i 1ts meridian : And young'men are but upstarts, hardly
fit to be set with the dogs of their flocks.  Such men do not
rcjoice that others increase, while they themselves decrease ;
nor exult that Sparta has fifty men mere virtaous than ey
be ; but stitve to crush youthful ingenuity, lest it should sup-
plant superannuated importance. |

Let this fiend of society have no habitation asnong you,
but cherish every appearance of talents it young men.  lu.
formation 1s the very lungs of republicanisin ; for want of it,
free governments languor and give way to despotism. - It
wouid be a laudable strife among the towas in Berkshire, to
produce the best statesmarc: - By a statesman, I donot mean
the man who will be most noisy at town meetings, nor he who

ublishes most egatism in Newspapers—not the man who is
atways pleading for the prerogatives of government. and for-
getiing the rights of the pecple~—nor the cmuchiﬂg SyCuUpnaiit,
who will fish all day tor a royal n:bble, or alucrative oflices—-
Hut the man who undemtands the Iaws of nations, and the
constitution and laws of his country—-whe can draw the pro-
per hite between the alienable and inalienable rights of men—-
wite has distinet 1deas of those objects which arve legal and
those which are moval-~who can trace effects up to their
cause, and follow the cause dawn -to their effects-—who cona
cerves povernment to be a naticnal compact, 2 simple agrees
ment among iz citizens, amd pot. o mysterious MOnstEr—
WO can puisue the sly arts amd arguments of monarchiste and

AristoTais {thost Curses 0 the world) through their variou:
vintigs, and “drive them from their intrenchments-~who
will nat be decoyed by the flowery sophistry of a courtier, but
shide firm by simple, fundunental principles—who will not
- buy an office by flattery and decelt, and then sell the people.
o payfor it—who loves responsibility, and is alming ta give
ruleds power nough to do good, and yet have it so ccunter-
poised that ther can do no hurt.s  Such men would be pre-
tious as gold, vea more precious than a golden wedge of ophir.
Toung gentlemen, here 1s a copy for you, and

“The of exact porfection we despair
t ‘Tt eU'ry sten tg virtite 1s worth Yyoury cure.’

LET
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Ler the vices and follies of the age shift for thethselves,
while you apply your hearts to the ‘acquisition of wisdom,—
While you think with the wise, you will often find it expedi-
ent to speak w.r.th tht.. vulgar.

Verctas in purea ; as truth lics ina well, you will have to
dig deep and draw long to get it.  “ How dark ! . how Intri-
cate the road that lcads to mtellt.ctml hight M_As you gain
wisdom you will grew in modesty, ior inodesty 1s the chikl of

wisdom, aud. impadence the offspring of ignorance.  Let your
conchmenf‘ be the result of much study——form your judg-
iments upon a preponderarncy of evidence—Ilet your arguments |
be dispassionate, and the reasone you offer exceed your asser-
LONE—pLVer betra ayv the smallest trust reposed in you- -dis-
charge every office” you are entrusted with, with fidelity and
dlapatch-—-‘hnsbmd well your time, while your powers of body
and mind are active~-rememberiit is beneath the “dignity of
human nature-to be enmployed about tritles—never {oul your
hands or spot your GANINCHLS W ith the dirty contentions, scan-
dals and prqudu.ec of tm.. age~~finally be men——add humon
ity to the genius of the nind~—candor to information and
Lestow pity on tsﬂm rance.  Never (with keen veply) consuine
the'nffeetions of those who stand astonished at the Copious
iustra of your arguments. Was a young Randolpl, (that
vrodigy of genius) present, I would deal out the same lec-

ture, nor think the admenition either unfricndly or ili-tied.

Tue fundaraental principle of republicanism is. this,
¢ that all powers of o3 cmmuat are vested in, and conse-
* quently derived from the many individnals thas form the bo-
“ dy politic ; and therefore all those who ave raised to power,
“ are responsible to their constituznis for their conduct,”-
With tlm, sage ma: ;im before your eycs, you ¥ will rarely err
1n your pursuits ¢ Aud 1f this pr‘m“m* does not ]u..;hf} an

Eicctive Fugicsary, it is pecause thers is no logical force in

H‘J gl-!mtllt- Y . -

Ir my address, young gentlemen, appears too dlcmte'
rial, the lLabits which '] have contracied, Dy 1wy caliing, the

lurrows in my cheeks, and the desire X have for you to excel,
arc my enly apolegics, |

"glf, (f‘{:'v:»
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