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YOUNG GENTILEMEWN,

ot

IN the celebration of this our National Birth.

~ Day, it has become fashionable for the fathers and

. macious to secure the political interest which their

assistants of the Revolution to take their seats, and
for some young genius (who has learned the grand
cvents which took place in the cabinet and field of bat-
tle, during the struggle, from history alone) to eulo-
gize those warriors and statesmen, who won imfngrtal
glory for themselves, in gaining the Liberty and In-
dependence of thece United States. '

But the scene is reversed to-day, The young pat-
riots of Cheshire, glowing with the ardor of ’76 ;. te-

{athers have lcit them ; have mvited a senior citizén
to address them on this day. =

I was 21 years cld between the battles of Lexington

and Bunker’s Hill, and have noticed the various

changes that have emerged since that period ; changcs
that have often filled me with astonishment.

It will not be denied by any attentive cbserver, that
aur most signal deliverances have bcen preceded by
the most dark and palpable clouds. Witness the de-
feat of Burgoyne—the capture of the Hessians at
Vrenion, and many similar cvents in the Carolina’s,

during
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(iuring the revolutionary war. To which may be
added, the remarkable triumph of principles at the
close of the last century.

These remarkable interpositions of divine provi-
dence in behalf of America, at times the most crit-
ical, inspire us with a belief, that the Almighty hasa

__peculiar regard for America, and that the American

'ﬁofution was one of those prominent events, mark-

. ed outin prophecy and providence, which leads on

to the downfall of tyranny in the world. In this view

of the aubject, our confidence continues, that He

who has saved us in six, will also save us in seven
troubles.

The present distress of the United States may be
defined thus :—The French nation, like a monstrous
beast, with a notable horn between its eyes, has push-
ed its conquest over all the continent of Europe.

The British government, like the beast rising out
of the sea, with an immense navy, claims the exclu-
sive right to all the watry world. In order to cripple
cach other, the French Aorn has blockaded all the ports
of Europe, that he has the contro]l of, from the en-
trance of British ships, or any other ships which shall
touch atan English” port. Ships and vessels, there-
fore, of either of these descriptions, become lcgal
prizes to the French.

‘The British Jion, by orders of council, has likewise
blockaded all the French ports, and declared all ves-
sels bound to, or coming from such ports, if taken,
to be legal prizes to themselves. Each of these bel-
ligerents seem to doubt the moral justice of the meas.
ure, but justifies itself, by casting the cause on the
other.

In this contest, between those two great powers,
the chiefest of the commerce of the United States is
1n fact confiscated, and the remainder every way inse-

cure.



5

cure. Hencc immense stores of produce are on hand
for want of market, and money thereby, to a consid-
erable degree, out of circulation.

As our revenue has principally arisen from impost,
the debt of the nation (which for several years past
has been rapidly diminishing) will moderdte, if not
entirely stop, in decrease. - .

Individuals who have made purchases and contract-
ed debts, cannot meet their engagements, because
they cannot sell their produce ; and aburdance of the
Europeans and West-Indians are in a state of hun-
ger, bordering upon starvation, for want thereof.—
Some lay all the blame upon the French blockading
decrees—some on the or ders of the British council—
and others cast the whofe on our own government.

The French and British both take our vessels and
cargoes at pleasure, and Judge, by their own courts,
whether they be legal prizes or not ; and the British
have, more than once, come into our bays an:d mur-
dered our citizens ; and have this minute (except they
arc dead) more than 4000 of our Amcrican born sea-
men pressed aboard their hostile ships.

For these outrages, the President interdicted the
entrance of any of the Britich ships into cur waters,
which has since been followed by en Emlargs, which
operates alike towards both the beliigerents.

From this brier sketch, #hree queries arise, viz.

First. What have the Umted Siates done
Second. What can they do ?
Third, What is bebt to Le dene ?

First. What have the United States done ?— Have
they failed in any of their treaty engagements ?2—hiave
they authorized any outrzgre committed by their citi-

. ZCIls
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zens abroad ?—Or have they been unfriendly to the
citizens or subjects of other powers, when driven in-
to our ports by distress ?>—None of these things are
they accused of by France or Britain. What then
have they done ?—Their only crime, in the view of
France is, that they will not join Nepoleon to crush
George : And their crime in the eyes of Britain is,
that they will not unite with George to check the ca-
treer of Napoleon.

The United States have withdrawn from the ocean,
until the murder and captivity of our citizens can be
cxpiated—treaties regarded—and neutral vessels and
cargoes be secured to the owners. But,

Secondly. What can the United States do ?

They cannot make another world, nor can they con-
quer the world that is made. T hey are no ways equal
to the French, by land ; nor have thev any navy to
contend with Britain about the government of the seas.

There is no danger that Bonaparte will ever send an
army here, as Icmo* zs he is at war with Britain ; and
Burgoyre acd Cornwallis will read lectures to <he
British, to keep their own side of the Atlantic.—
Should a war, however, break out with Britain, the
United States, humanly speaking, can take from them
the Canada’s and Novascotia.

But, what can the United States do ?

The}; can live independent.  Including a vast terri-
tory of fertiie land, abounding with all the natural ma-
erials of life, interspersed with lakes, bays, and nav-
'wbl* streams for internal commerce——mh'ibxted by
a hardy race of men and women, who have been
taught to lzbor from the cradle, they need not go a-

vroad for joy.

Should a pertion of the people, equal to those who
follow

&
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follow the scas to foreign ports, with others who could
be spared from Agriculture, turn their attention to
Manufactures, the people would soon be supplied with
all the necessaries of life, and (with the rich acquisi-
tion of Louisiana) with nearly all the luxuries of the
world.

If individuals could not be found, who are sufhi-
cient capitalists for the more expensive manufactorics, -
associations could be easily formed to remove all ob-
jections that might arisc from that quarter.

One thing is certain ; so long as the United States
abide by the present maratime system, their revenue
will be precarious, and they will be more or less en-
tangled with all the quarrels of Europe.

Since the Almighty has seperated these States, by

a wide watry wall, from those natioas whose study is
war, and whose rule of conduct is power ; and also
gut a rich prize into our hands, saying, ‘ oceupy ’till
come ;”’ shall we hide our talent in a napkin, and

prove by our conduct that a prize Aas been put into
the hand of a fool.

If we had nothing in view, but to bring the bellig-
erents to terms of just accommodation, every useful
manufactory established in this country, would con-
duce more towards it, than a seventy-four gun ship
of war.

Let this country manufacture for itself, and those
powers will loose the best customer of their markets.
As those powers are more dependent on us for neces-
saries, than we are on them for fipperies, 1t has ever
been an argument with me, that the best way to fight
them, was, by commercial regulations : But if we
supply ourselves without their markets, we shall have
nobody to fight with.

We are hypocrites to call ourselves independent, un-
til
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til we are so in fact. 'While we continue as commer-
cial as we now are, we shall always be exposed to
Joreign influence, to embitter brother against brother,
and distract our councils.

The plan here suggested, though it pleads for it-

self, with more than Ciceronian eloquence, has never-

_theless potent difliculties to encounter—difficulties
which may prevent its adoption.

Since the treaty in 1783, notwithstanding our com.
merce has been somewhat interrupted by Britain and
France, yet such streams of wealth have flown into
these states from that source, that the people will Aard.
ly quit the pursuit of that which has been so lucrative,
tor the untried path of manufactures.

Where land is abundant, labor will be dear. The
unmeasurable lengths and breadths of rich unimprov-
ed land within these states, in which every man may
easily get a portion in fee, will, for along time, im-
pede our manufactures, if the people can be supplied
any other way.

Should a sufficient number turn their attention to
all the branches of manufactures necessary for the
comforts of life, by the time they get into a line of
prefit, the' European kingdoms, particularly Great-
Britain, would try every way to crush the egg ; and,
if they should be admitted into our markets, would
effect their wish by an under-sale. The fear of this,
has checked many attempts.

Our system of revenue is grounded principally on
commerce ; should commerce, therefore, be restrain-
. ed, it would be a case of some embarrassment to fix
the mode of revenue.

Add to these observations, il the Europeans and
their colonists are secluded from our ports and provis-
10ns,
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ions, thousands and thousands of them will starve
w:th hunger, not having land to occupy.

Should war, however, break out, and continue
long, these obstructions to manufactures must and
would vanish away. As much, therefore, as war is
to be dreaded, this good effect, it is morally certain,
would follow.

Another good effect which would attend a war,
would be a thorough purging of the rebels from our
country. At the close of the Revolutionary War,
our governmenis cxercised unbounded benevolence
towards the Zories and Co. and have been rewarded
therefor with the blackest ingratitude. Opposition
and reproach to our government and rulers, has been
their constant trade, (except when there was a mani-
fest departure from fundamental prirciples.) Should
another war commence, they must not expect the
mild correction of medical tar, and the soft down of
a goose ; but a perpetual banishment from the coun-
try which they have so much abused—from the pro-
tection of the laws, which they have so constantly
ridiculed—and from the least favor from those rulers,
whichr they have vilified without cessation. Good-
ness itself would blush at the thought of inflicting on
them any thing less than exile for Lfe.

But, in the present crisis,
Thirdly. What is best for the United States to do ?

It is casier to ask this question than it is to answer
it.  Shall our vessels and crews be allowed to arm in
their own defence, and repel all who attack them,
force by force ?—If so, upon what footing 2—Under
the American flag, with their protections in their pock-
ets ; or without either 2—Should a single vessei and
crevw brave the high seas without flag or protection, no
government would be responsible for their conduct.
In this case they would have no home, be under no

B government,
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government, and preotected by nene.  If they ran ail
risques themselves, it would be unjust to tax them at
any port,

Is this what is wiched for, by those who plead for
the arming policy, in our present dilemma ?

If this is allowed of, the vessel would be nominally
a pirate ; and if the crew did not commit all piratical
destruction, it would flow from the goodness of their
hearts, and not from any accountability which they
were under.  Let this be allowed of by government,
and ships crews could easily coalesce, and form a fleet
which would sweep the ocean. I would be here un-
derstood, that if governments in general allow of such
kind of arming, out of all of them the destructive
fleet would be formed, which would be an absolute
Monarchy, floating on the ocean. 3

This kind of arming I conclude, therefore, is not
contcrded for.

Shall our vessels and crews then be allowed to arm
under the flag of the United States 2—They arm—-

they mect a hostile ship—they fight—they conquer—
" they takc a great spoil—will they bring their prize into
port and icsign it up to government 2 No.

On the other hand, they meet a foe—they fight—
they are conguered—their ship and cargo is lost—
they are all made prisoners.  VVill they now cry to
covernment to interfere for them 2 Yes. On the side
of government this is all Jawk and no Zurkey.

Neither Britain nor France has declared war witl:
the Unitcd States.  Each of them, however, commat
the acts of war without a formal declaration. Nor is
it likely thut cither of them will declare war with u,
except we join with one of them.

Shall we imitate them, cr stand on the neutral
ground which we have taken ?
f own
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1 own my conceptions are smail ; but in this case
1 cannot see how our government can allow vessels to
arm in their ewn defence and fight the foe, without
cither establishing a piratical party, or plunging into
the existing war.

Our government has caiied i their shipping and
shut them up In ports, leaving tic hostile nations to
enjoy the wide ocean.

This Embargo is an experiment on probation. If
it answers a good purpcse, it will rave muci wealth ;
but if it does not succeed, it cun be taken off inan
hour. My fears are, that the patriotism of the people
will not be sufficient to give 1t tine to preduce the
good which it naturally tends to.

T'o me it has appearad the best measure that could
be pursued, inthe present rupture. It has certainly
given the people time to think. Ii the Congress, who
laid on the Embargo, sce any better measure, no
doubt they will pursue the best.  If this Congress,
however, should not remove it, and the people con-
sider it impolitic, they will choose men of their feel-
ings, who will raise the domestic blockade next

March.

The task is yours, young gentlemen, in connec-
tion with your cotempcraries ; on your shoulders the
burden lies.  Your futhers gained the Indepemdence
of these States, at the expense of much hardship,
treasure, and hiood.  They have also, with great
pains, established state governments, of republican
genius, and & nationy) government for the good of the
whole,

Conscious of th<ir own liability to err, they have
provided the means of peacesbie amendnments to the
pational governmneny, whenever experience discevers
any defects 5 guarcing their descendants thereby s

.t!?u’:‘!
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much from being slaves to the opinions of their fath.
ers, as slaves to foreign powers.

But the fathers of the revolution are, many of them,
dead, while others are going the way of all the earth.
They leave to you, young patriots, your Indepen-
dence and Liberty, asa patrimony, and it is for you
to lmprove or waste it.

The present is a critical moment. It is for you
now to mark out the path to walk in, and give tone to
the government under which you have been matured.

Will you cringe before the insulting foes, or can-
vince them in their insolence that America is full of
Decatue’s ?

Will you endure hardness a small moment, that
you may be out of their reack forever ; ‘or will you,
tor the sake of a penny more on each pound of prod.
uce, sink yourselves into everlasting bondage ?

An accommndation may yet take place. The
hieavens have been as dark over our heads with angry
clouds as they now are, and have been succeeded with
light, like the clear shining after the rain. Some hopes
yet remain, that the belligerents may be convinced of
their injustice and repeal their decrees.

But if the worst comes—war, with all its horrors,
we need not fear, Our cause is just—our Gobp is
strong !

We ask for nothing but our right.  'We do not
wish to trick them out of a penny, nor force from
thema cent. We have no desire to impress their
men—condemn their ships and cargoes—ror disturb
them in their ports.

As our present rupture is principally with Great-
Britain, if we are asked what we want of that gov.

crnment 2—We answer,
“ 1. Restore
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“ 1. Restore all the vessels and cargoes, which you
have taken from our citizens, contrary to treaty and
the law of nations, together with the damages which
arose f1cm dctention, cost-. °f court, &c.

“ 2, Restore all the seamen which you have im-
pressed from American ships, that are living, and 500
dollars for each one that is decad.

¢“ 3. Hang those men who murdered our citizens
within our own waters, if thcy did it without tht au-
thority of their government ; but if they committed
the murders by the authority or connivance of their
government, then hang the government, after it has
repented in sackcloth and ashes, and leta better gov-
crament reign in its steads

“ 4. Givc assurances. that our flag shall be honor-
ed—our vessels not taken nor searched——our seamen-
not impressed, nor our citizens murdered.”

On this footing we will unite as brothers. Here
let the President and the King pass the friendly glass.
Around this fire let the two governments smoke the
pedce pipc.  'Then, and not 3l then, we will send
our Cotton and Tobacco to Lngland—our Flax-Seed
and Potash to Ireland, and our Lumber and Provis-
ions to the Islands, aud receive their Dry Goods and
Grocerics 1a return.  But short of #is we cannot—
we will not> Short of this, we will turn our attention
to manufacturcs, and imitate the Chinese in our cecon-
omy, and live retired from the snarles of all nations.

For these assurances, we want something more
than treaty pronmes. L‘{penencc is daily warning
of us, that Zreaties, like Custom-House Oatfzs, are
not to be depended upon. Let piedges be given,—
Let the jurisdiction of the Canada’s and Novascotia,
together with all British property in the ports and

nks of the United States, be thc pledge, on the
31“ of Great-Britain. And ali clain to the high ?leas

an
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and the carrying trade, be the pledge on the part of
the United States, to be surrendercd the moment the
Treaty :s infringed upon. If these, or such hke
pledges should bte given, still there remains a vacant
chasm. Let the T7reaty be broken, each government
would be its own judge, and rigkt would tinally yield
to might.

Let us then turn our attention wholly to the cultiva-
tion of our cwn ~oil, and manufacture for ourselves,
and quit every idea of commercial intercourse with
other nations. This promises a// the necessaries, and
most of the luxuries of life, without war or diplomat-
ic negociation.

But here again we are broucht toa stand. Detach-
cd from all other nations, we are full of faction among
ourszlves. Unless there is scme stop to electioneer-

-ing intrigue and thirst for office, our empire will crum-
ble into dust. No man can be found amidst it all who
owns himself a partizan, or wishes for ar cfice ; but
each professes to be ¢rue American, irfluenced alone
by patriotic views ; but the moment that thc great
body of labourers flatter themselves with a little rest,
that moment these ligh proiessors of patriotism dart
like lightening to cheat them out of their rights.

Where then shall we turn our eves 2 T'o whom
shail we look for help 2 'What course shall we pursue
for happincss and safety ? Young gentlemen, thesc
<uestions are serious interrogations.

"The whele world cannot give what each immortal
soul needs.  Neither happincss nor salety can be
found in zll that exists below the sun.

Some censtitutions and codes of laws are better
than others ; some modes of administering govern-
ment are preferable to others ; some conditions of life
are more enviable than others ; but I despair of ever
secing the state of individual man, or of society, mueh

ameliorated,
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ameliorated, except by the power and practice of god-
liness, which is profitable unto all things. d

Turning to the Lord with a true heart—believing
in the Gospel of Christ with the whole soul~—and
yielding obedience to the precepts of Religipn, is the
short way of gaming that safety and happiness, which
individuals and nations are ever striving after, but
never obtain.

»

The wisest man that was ever born of a wotaan,
after having tried all things below the sun, has left us
the admonition, that Religion as far excels every thing
clse, as light excels darkness ; and at the close of his
days, the conclusion which he drew from all the ex-
periments'of his life, was, ¢ Fear God and keep his
commandments.”

No scheme ever published among men, except
the Gospel of Jesus, has given them any hope of the
resurrection from the dead, or any information how
sin can be pardoned.

True faith in this gospel, with a steady reliance on
the power, wisdom and goodness of the author of it,
support the trembling soul sthrough wars, famines,
pestilences, sickness, pain and deain.

With the promises of the gospel, written on the

| heart, the pious saint may laugh at calamity and brave

all the convulsions of empire ; and with the precepts
of it before his eyes, he can be at no loss about the
path of his duty.

I therefore close my address, youﬁg gentlemen,
by recommending the Religion of Jesus as the princi-
ple thing, both for this world and that which is to

come.



