G

POLITICS SERMONIZED,

EXHIBITED IN ASHFIELD

ON JULY 4ih, 1806.

M_'_—-_—_-____*___——-———-———m
BY Elder JOHN LELAND.

SPRINGFIELD :
PRINTED FOR ANDREW WRIGHT.

HENRY BREWER, PRINTER.

AUGUST 1806.



FELLOW CITIZENS,

Some parts of the bible arethe most ancient writings
extant : from which we get the bestinstructions, of thc(}ﬁrst
peopling of many countries, together with the laws and cus-
toms of their inhabitants. Allthe great principles, and a-
bundance of suggestions, to form and accomplish the states-
man, are to be met with in the sacred book. The rise, revo-
lution and downfall of empire, are exhibited in the divine
history, both in the prophetic and historic pages. Ishall
therefore select a passage of scripture, for a foundation of a
short essay to-day.

EZEK. xxi1. 27.

I will ovesturn, overturn, overturn it ; and it fhall be no more, until he come
whofe right it is ; and I will give it him,

ALL the hiftory we have of the antedelu-
vians, which includes a period of about 1650 years,
is coatained in five fmall pages, {o that any confider-
able information, about their government and laws,
is not to be expected. From the condition, howev-
c¢r, which the peonle were in, foon after the flood,
we have no reafon to think, that thofe before the
flood, had any kind of government, which was
inore energetic that patriarchal. Here let it be laid
down, as a fundamental principle, that covetoufnefs
and pride, on the part of men, is the caufe of gov-
ernment among them.

Had moral apoftacy never taken place—had all
men retained the image of the divine law on their
hearts, laws would have been unneceflary ; unlefs
fome diftributive rules had been called for. But
the entrance of moral evil among rational heings,
has fet them at fuch variance with each other, that
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their maker calls upon them, to let their cool rea-
fon, and what little natural good they have left,
form government and laws, to controul that avarice
and thirft for dominion, which have {fo much force
§n their minds,

The law, for putting away wives, was not from
the beginning—~Laws of war did not ari{e from an
original principle (for they prefuppofe fin) butfrom
a fecondary caufe, In thefe cafes, the Almighty ac-
commodates his precepts to the canditions of men,
to prevent weorfe conditions.

The fame is true of the whole of civil govern-
ment. Sin, on our part, has made it neceflary—
God, on his part, has inftituted it as an evil for us
to bear, to prevent greater evils. Asa choice a-
mong cvils, therefore, it becomes a good.

Not long after the fload, that power which was
ordained of God, which is extraéted from the ma-
ny units, to form that which we call government,
was perverted from its proper defign by Nimrod, and

t te the ufe of aggrandizing afew, at the expenfe
of the rights of the many.

"This Nimred had the addrefs to get the afcendency
of 2 ecompany ; who, by force of arms, drove the
Ecapic about like beafts to reduce them to hig will ;

ance he waa called Nimeed, the mighty hunser before
dke Lard. |

?c, was the firft of humankind that was King 3
snd the heginning of his kingdom was Babel or Bek-
ylaw. After the city was firft formed and a tower,
madly built, in part; the people were confounded
and the place loft ruinate. But in procefs of time,
this fame city Babylon, not omly became the me-
tropolis of the Allyrias empire, but the moft fuperb
place in the warld, It was not lefs tham 13, and .
{ome fay 15 miles fquare. Through the widdle of it
Euphrates ran, and it was enclofed with a wall of
brick 370 feet high and go feet thick,
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This city and empire were in their greateft glory,
in the days of Nebuchadnezzar. In whofe reign,
the Jews were carried captive into Babylon, and
were in Babylon, and other parts of Chaldea, when
the words of my text were firt delivered. The
words of our text, as comigg from God, may be
thus tranfpofed and underftood. “ O ye Jews, your
king and nobles and inhabitants, are taken prifon-
.ers and carried to Babylon; butl will evertera the
power of Babylon, and place the empire in the hands
of my anointed Cyrus, who will liberate you from
eaptivity, and build me a city.- But asempire is un-
certain, [ will everturn the empire of Cyrws, and
give it to the Greeks. 1 will allo again overturn it,
and give it to the Romans. And in the days of
thofeiing’s, when Rome fhall be in its greateft glo-
ry, I will fet up a Kingdom of truth and righteouf-
nefs, which fh-1l ftand forever. The Me {hall
come, and I will give him the throne of his father
David, and he fhall reign forever and ever.,” =

Taking this to be the meaning of the text, I fhall
proceed to a fhort account of thefe overtures—of
the coming of Chrift, together with the extent and
genius of his kingdom.

Nebuchadnezzar, is calld a Aead of ga/d, and the
Chaldea empire is compared to alion with eagle’s
wings ; but in the reign of Belthazzer, Babylon
was taken, and the empire fell into the hands of the
Medes and Perfians. |

Cyrus brought his arms to Babylon and befieged
it ; but he could not fcale the walls nor teat down
the gates ; but turning Euphrates out of its chan.-
nel, he marched his army into the city in the bed of
the river, the very night that Belthazzer was feaft-
ing with his Lords ; and that very night Belthaz-
asr was {lain, and the Government was given to
Darius, who was, at that time, partner with Cyrus
on the throne. Soon after this, Darius died, and
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the whole government of Media and Perfiz, devol-
ved on Cyrus, who then made a gracious proclama.
tion for the captive Jews toreturn.

The governments of Media and Perfia, were
both united in one, in the perfon of Cyrus ; juft as
England and Scotland became one in the hands of
James. For which reafon, the MedoPerfian Empire,
is called « filver breaft with w0 arms—a ram having
two horns, &c.

The next overturn was effe(ted by the Macedoni-
ans or Greeks with Alexander, the notable horn, at
their head. This general though a youth (called
the Grecian-boy) with a fmall army conquered the
Perfian King, in three pitched battles, and the em-
pire fell into Gregian hands.

A number of fugitives from the deftru&ion of
Troy, with Zneas at their head, fled to Tyburn,
and landing on its banks, built a city called Rome.
From this fmall beginning, a hardy, brave people
arofe, who in procefs of time, fubdued the Greeks
and gave law to the world. This was the laft over-
turn. Thofe parts of Afia, Africa and Europe,
where the Jews lived (for whofe fake the text was
written) at length fell into the hands of the Ramans,
who were in poffeflion thereof when the Mgfrab
was born. | .

'That Jefus Chrift was borr in the reign of Auguf-
tus Cefar, we have as good reafon tc believe, as we
have to believe that Cefar himfelf then reigned ; o
that Cyrus, Alexander, or Julias Cefar were born
at the times afcribed to their births. And that he
faid and did all thofe things recorded of him, we
have no more rcaion to doubt, than we have to
doubt of the fayings, and atioss of any of the Phi-
lofophers and Heroes of antiquity. .

The fon of God, came into this world, not by
local change of place, but by affumption of human
nature.—He claimed the prerogatives of Jehovah and
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did the works which no mancould do; yet made
himfelf of no reputation, and fuffered as no man ev-
er has, o

He declared himfelf a king, but (contrary to the
expetation of the Jews, who imagined their Mefli-
ah would be an illyftrious potentate) faid his king-
dom was not of this world. His kingdom was found-
ed in eternal love, and adminiftered in truth and
righteoufnefs. | ,

His kingdom was never defigned to deftroy civil
government which is founded in compaét, nor to
enfeeble domeftic authority which is neceflary for
the government of families. But to point out the
moral evil in every department, and exhibit rightin
the cleareft light.

He would not afitme the charater of a Judge, to
divide the inheritance of two brothers, but warned
them to beware of covetoufnefs. He would not
condemn nor acquit the woman taken in adultery,
but faid unto her, go thy way and fin no more. He
did not deliver the thief from the penalty of the
law, although he pardoned his fins and promifed
him admiflion into paradife. '

He told his difciples, that if they offended others,
in a manner, aftionable by law, they muit be caft
into prifon for their offences, and continue there un-
til they had paid the laft mite. That neither he,
nor his religion would deliver them therefrom. |

If the rulers of this world had been as cautious,
not to have intruded into the empire of Chrift, as
he was not to claim earthly and civil prerogatives,
infinite mifchief would have been prevented.

But government, which is nothing morc in its
nature, than an agreement of individuals, entering
into a ftate of fociety, for mutual benefit, has been
perverted to a broad ftair to wealth, pride, pemp,
injuftice and cruelty. And many who have rifen to
wicked importance at the expenfe of the rights,
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property and lives of thoufends; h ~ alfo intruded
into the empire of Chrift, and declared themfelves,
in fa&, tobe Lords of confeience.

We are pleafed to fee the wotld, emerging from
this religious tyranny ; but much remains yet to be
done. ggén in this commonwealth the evil is not
fufficiently eradicated.

The evil feed is fown in the 3d article of the bill
of rights, in our conftitution, which fprings up in
Jegiflative ground, and produces nozious weeds of
hypocrify and cruelty. .
 What can appear more arrogant, than for fallible
men, to make their own opinions, tefts of ortho.
doxy, and force others to yield implicit obedience
thereto. What more ridiculous, than for Towns
't0 levy 2 minifterial, as they do a2 highway tax, and
have it colleéted by a conftable, for religious ufes,
And in cafe there is no vohtion of will, diftraint,
and fale follow. Such proceedings reduce religion
20 a level with civil things-~treat it as an obje&t of
government, under the controul of courts of Judi.
caturo—and reprefent Chrift’s Kingdom to be of
this world. |

Confidering the progrefs of political information,
our hopes have been flattered, that after the gene-
ration are dead, who have fucked fo much from Bri-
taln, fecond handed from Rome, that this common.
wealth would be freed from the evil difeafe ; and
they would be entirely firm, if .the ecclefiafico-politi.
cians did not drop fo many eggs before they die.

Sometimes the kingdom of Chsift is fpoken of,
as being univerfal, over all naticns, civil and barba-
rous. Not only over his willing fubje@ls, but alfo
over his enemies, whom he fhall rule with arod of
iron and dath to pieces ke 2 potter’s veflel. In
this view of the fubje®, baughty kings and lofty
monarchs, are called upon to lay their robes of hon-
or by, and {ubmit to the king of kings. ¢ Bc wife
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now, therefore,: O ye kings; be infiructed: ye: ru.
lers:of the carth. Serve the Lord with fearand re«
joice with trembling.  Kifs the SON; who treadeth’
otfiprinces as mortar.””  And indeed,. all' the Empe-
rOfs, - M(jnarchs,s Kings,. chief’ Captams, and mlgh-
ty meh ;. with' every bond man, and every free
han,. who'fet themfelvesin o ppofitien to- this king:
of gloty,. will finally be'reduced arid-forced:te makc*
th= confeflion of Juliani

This Julian, called: the: Apoftate,: was ™ an' enétny
tothe Jews,. but more implacable tothe chriftias.:
Fhe jewifli chriftians, therefore,-were the:objects. of-
His rage. By way. of derifion,. he was: wont tor call»
ChrifR; the Gallilean.

He to}d the Jewith: Chriftiahs, that the 'Galbim-'
had fadd' that: the time {hould come, when: there:
{hould not be one ftone upon ancthet in the temple;
whick fhouald not be thrown down.: Notv,. faid he;:
I.will corwince you that he was a falle prophet. Hes
gave-orders to his men,.to build up thofe 'wails fo
firm, that they would ftand- the wafte of' ages.
When his men came to the work, they found that
the walls muft be firft taken down, telay the fotnd-
atiéns. broaderi’ But- after they had taken them
down; and{pread them about, - fo that there was not -
one ftone upon- another, . they were- vifited with fuch
thunder and lightring that they. could never build:
the walls agaim.- |

Julian, however, went on in his rage agam{?: -
Chrif}; till at length; receiving. a mortal. wound, -
when the bloed was running.from his wouynd; he-

aught his handful of bloed; and cafting it up tg-
wa&*ds heaven,; exclaimed,; Thou Gallilean, thou
haft prevmled OVer me,. for thou art too ftrong for
me.’

But very- frcquently, .when we read of ‘the ng-
dom of Chrift, we-are'te-underftand that it includes
none but the fa,lthful who are his willing fubjects ;

fuch as fear God, and woik righteoufnefs,
B
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In the Mofaic >conomy, natural birth or purchafe,
were the charac: :riftics of church members. Thofe
born in the hou'« or bought with the money of an
Ifraelite, were p: . perly members of the then exifting
church ; but in e kingdom, or church of Chrift,
natural birth is ot no avail, but internal godlinefs,
with a correfpondent “ife is eflential. Repentance
towards God and faith u. the Lord Jefus, are the
chara@eriftics of the fubjets of Chrift.

The new teftament contains = code of laws fuf-
ficient for the government of the Churéh. f not,
who is to fupply the deficiency ? 'A"hen Ictus afcen-
ded up to heaven, he neither left. * v promifed to
fend down, any o ™*% 255 0 any men to be Lords,
over God’s beritage. And whenever popes, bifhops,
prefbyterics, kings or rulers, have undertaken to
make religious laws, they have done it of their own
accord, at their own peril. If, therefore, there is
a lack in the new tcftament, the only way for us,
1s to invite the Saviour to come down from heaven
to earth and complete the codc.

GENTLEMEN,

In republican popular governments, like that of the
United States, political information will abound,
which is the nerves of free governments, and the
bane of tyrants. Information, I mean, which is
according to common fenfe ; and not according tu
that uricommon fenfe which abounds in monarchical
and ariftocratical courts. In fuch courts, it is de-
monftratcd true, by experience, that pompous ru-
lers, independant of the people—large fularics—
courtly fycophants, who fifh all day for a royal nib-
blc—heavy debts—and a hungry bellied people, arc
all neceflary to happinefs. '

In fych courts, however, a man can never figurc,
until he has learned that 3 ana 2 make 8.
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But in Republics, wierciiis believed that 4 and
2 make but 5, men can figure without-appreciat-
ing the royal purple—the ftar chamber—a hoft of
place men—heavy debts—immenfe taxes—and 2
hungry, degraded people. |

They have common fenfe enough, to fee a beau-
ty in 4 government, formed by the will of the peo-
ple—kept in the hands of the people--adminiftered
by the agents of the people, for thegood of the people.

This kind of common fenfe, is {fo common in the
United States, that a very great majority of the
people are poffefled of it. Confequently there is a
great variety of characters prefented betore us, to
make choice of agents out of. -

It is a pleafing fubject to contemplate upon, that
in the United States, it is prefumed fifty men could
be found, each of whom could difcharge the duties.
of Prefident, ~-ith honor to himfelf, and advantage
to the ftates. 3o alfe in this commonwealth (one of
the firft ftates in the union, for extent, popilition,
wealth and wifdom) many worthy citizens, no
doubt, could govern the ftate with prudence and ref-
pectability.

From amidft the whole, let us covet and improve
the beft gifts, and rejoice in the work of our hands.

But let us beware of giving cur fuffrage: to men,
who (with their hands on their breafts and therr eyes
lifted up to heaven) boldly afleverate the purity of
their intentions, and the public good. Such men,
being void of natural honelfty, put on the mafk of
religion to deceive the people and aggrandize them-
felves.*

GENTLEMEN,
Should I clofe the exercife of the day, without

* The foregoing part of the Oration was delivered extemnnre, without nétes ;
in writing of it down fince the delivery, the form may be a little changed, but
the ideas are the fame.
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faying any thing more about the politics of our
country, many of you, it is prcfu,med wauld be
crofled in your expedtatipns : And yet, the com-
1mon topics, of prefent contreverfy, hayve been do
frequently treated on, by orators, -on both fides of
the que&mn, on this occa,ﬁona.l day, that it jis dif-
ficylt to advance any thing new.

It has been about 186 years, fince the pious em-
igrants from E ngland landed in this commom\&:aith
which was a Britifth Colony 156 years : But in the
revoiutlons and changes that are conftantly taking
place on the face of the earth ; juft go years pail,
this preient day, the colony became an independent
State, in union with 12 more.

Articles cf contederation were agrecd upoa, for
the government of thc United States, which num.
ber is now incrcafed to feventeen.

To fupport the clhim of indepcadence, feven
years war—many towns and much treafure—fifty
thoufand lives—and contradted debts, to theamount
of {cventy millions of dollars, were expended.

On the return of peace, it was found by cxperi-
ence, that the articles of confederation, were inad.
equate for the purpofes of 2 general government.
Confequentlv a new cenftitution was formed and
adopted by the people, which gave energy and de-
cifion to the national counfels.

It was not cxpected that thc new government
would build the towns and houfcs, that were de.
firoyed by the Britith, nor reimbuife the property
that 1ndwxduala loft bv them ; much lefi, that thois
who died in the war would be reftored to life hy
congreflicnal aéts ; but the expcétation of the peo-
ple was, that from the natural rcfources of the ra-
tion, the contracted debt, vxoyld be plaged in a
train of diminution.

The firft congrefs had to organize the govern.
ment—open the fources of revenue—~put the ¢qun-
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try dnto a ftate of republican dofence—compenfate
thofe who had fufferad in the defence.of the mation ;
sogether wich the lame and maimed, &c.

As the revenue, at firft, was ‘but rfma}l and th;e
calls for aneney, ‘many and urgent ; Ae murmuring,
for everal years, was heard from the people, on:ac-
coumt of the debt continuing usdimim{hed.

But a5 the revenuc increated, and the debt alfo,
almoft 2t the ratio of one milion of dollars per
year ; uneafinefs begantorife.

The 2 ggregate amount of the revenue, including
the twelve firlt years of the government, was about
eighty feven milhom of dollars. To which may be
added the tweo millions ot dollars rasted by the hnd
tax : Howcvcr, as this tax was but partially paid,
withia tae twelve years, we will fay oame snillion,
which added to the revenue makes a total of cighty
eight millioes of dollars.

Yet from all this, not a cent of the debt was
funk : fo far from that, that about ten and an half
millions of dollars were added to the debt.

The refult 13, that ninety eight and an half mil.
lions of dollars were expended in twelve years.

The great bedy of the people, who principally
bore the burthens of government, began to think
of changing the men in office, for the fake of a
change in megfures.

But thofe who were in pofleflion of office, with
their fatellites, founded the tocfin from Dan to
Beerfheba, declaring that themfelves were the ex-
clufive friends of the-people ; and that any change
of meafures would bring on anarchy and bankruptcy.

And when Mr. Jefferfon was {poken of as a prop-
er perfon to be the chief magiftrate ; on account of
his announced fentiments againft extravagance, arif-
tocracy and hierarchy ; he was held forth by the
ruling party as a coward, a traitor, a jacobin, a dif-
organizer, a deift and an atheift : And that if he
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{hould once get into the chair of ftate, the fabbath
would be annulled, bibles burnt, meeting houfes de-
molifhed, the bands of marriage diffolved-and uni-
verfal licentioufnefs prevail.

A majority of the people, however, ventured to
aét according to their own judgments, notwith-
ftanding all the alarms of thelove-be-inns, and plac-
ed other agents in their room., Upon this change of
men, achange of meafures toek place. Both par-
ties knew that if there could be no retrenching of
expences, and no redufion of the debt, that the
people would be difheartened—fall into defpair, and
conclude that the evils of European governments
muft here be experienced : confequently be indiffer-
ent about the opinions of their agents.

Hence war meafures and expenfive means of de-
fence (under a pretence of making the United States
refpectable) have been crouded by the party, whofe
politics have been reprobated by the people ; in or-
der to make the expenfes deftroy the finking fund.
But hitherto their attempts have failed.

In the five firft years of the Jefferfonian adminif-
tration (which began at Adams’ fall) the revenue
amounted to about fifty five millions of dollars :
From this fum, about eighteen mil'ions of dollars
have been paid of the principal of the debt. A very
inconfiderable part of which arofe from the fale of
part of the navy and bank fhares.

Nor has the government had recourfe to any new
taxes ; except a tax of twelve and an half per cent
on thofe articles which were taxed before ad velorum,
to raife a fund of five hundred and fifty thoufand
dollars, to carry on the war with the Barbary States;
and which, with the clofe of that war, is to ceafe,

From thefe ftatements, feveral mathematical
queftions arife. Firft, If fcventy miilions of dollars
are reduced to eighty millions in twelve years ; in
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how many years will eighty millions be reduced to
nothing ?

Secondly, If fifty five millions pay off eighteen
millions principal, with the intereft of -more than
eighty millions in five years, what proportion of
fixty two millions will feventy feven millions pay in
{feven years ¥ | .

Third, If anindividual is in 2 more profperous
circumftance, when he is paying his debts, and at
the fame time purchafing lands ; than he is, when
he is increafing bis debts and buying no land ; is not
the fame true of a nation ? | ~

Fourth, Hrve any of the predi&ions, which fil-
led the land ; which made the pulpits ring and the:
prefles groan, a few years paft, been accomplifhed?.
Has a bible been burnt, a meeting -houfe demolifh-
ed, or any kind of religion fupprefled by Mr. Jeffer-
fon or any under his patronage ?- .

The ftatements on which thefe queftions are pre-
dicated, though delivered in round numbers, if com-
pared with official documents, will appear to be not:
far from real truth. The queftions themfelves may
Le anfwered by any of you, at your leifure.

It is prefumed that this refpetable audience, ex«
pe& fome remarks to be made on the politics of this
State’; but as this day is celebrated in remembrance
of the revolution of the United States, and not to
comm:morate any change which took place in this
State, in particular, Ithall be {paring on this head.

Both political parties do,and have caufe to ‘claim
the prc-eminence in thig State. -

The chief magiftrate (who is the head of the ex-
ccutive) and the Judiciary are federal. The Coun-
cil (without which, the Governor cannot do much)

* The Jxty-two milliws intend the debt now due ; the feventy.fevea millions, is
an cibimate of what the revenue will amount to in fcven years; fuppofing that it
thould be annually cleven millions : the feven years are to-be added to théfive
yeals aliead y guiic. tu make up ewelve years. :
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the, Semate'and Houfb of Reprefuntatives are repub.
lican. Allmoney muft be raifed by the Legiflature,
and as it 1s: meney which: makes. toe: mare go: ;—~as he
who .commands.aman’s purfe, commands hisfoul ;:
as-appointments .without. money are like Judge Bée's:
comyniffion. in.his.pocketi;. in this cafe. the. party
which claim a majority of the Legiflature, muft be:
the ftrongefl.. But:as:the Judges have a permanent
filary, whioh.cannot be-diminilhediby the Legifla--
ture ; and as ithey arerto:abide:by. (their opinion:of)!
the: conflitution,. notwithftanding any Law which
the Legiflature can make ;.and as the: Legiflature:
cannot-deprive them of affice; for their: decilions on
the conflitution: and-points-of law ;. here the:federal!
party.are paramount.

In the exeeutive departinent; the governor: can do!
nothing to purpofe, without-the council’;. nor: can
the council do any thing withoutHim, if:he contin-
ues:tolive. They can prevent.each otherifronr deing,
but: cannetforce cack othertor do.. In this particu-
lir; therefore; neither of:the: parties have amy+ thing:
ta boaft ‘ofi .

In governments:like this, where the agricultoral!
intereft.is momch ‘the heavielt—where. thegreat mafs
of farmers: hold their lands, not by {quatting, buttin-
feer; - each one being lordof his manor-—and where:
the right of fuffrage is {o generally. enjoyed, the
people haye not mmchi to fear.  Artful demagogues,.
for: a. whilé may:triumph ; -but.affer the:ed plors,
cluesy Ocean-maffacres, French inwafions, negro. revolu-
tions, two millions tribute: and:other. imvented lies,
have loft theiveldctrical force ; commun fenfe will rife
fuperitor to courtly intrigus. _

If> the peopld retain : that: thirft: for' information
which they now poflefs, with the fame advantages
of acquiring of it ; it will pot be poflible (humanly
{peaking) for them to bear abufes long. They. will:
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difcover their true intereft, and (being in pofleflion
af the means) will purfue it.

The combination of rulers and priefts, in this
ftate, has been a great fource of ignorance, fuper-
flition and cruelty ; but as this combination grows
weaker, the minds of the people emerge from the
dungeon ; and they now dare think, that they may
think for themfelves. On this head, our hopes are
ftrong, that the day is not far diftant, when the
rulers of ftate will apply themf{elves to the practice of
religion and the genius of the gofpel fo much that
they will not dare to meddle with religion in their
official capacities ; but view it in a light, too fublime
and fubtle in its nature to legiflate about ; not an
objeét of civil government, but an article that lies
between individuals and their God.

Great advances have been made in Maffachufetts,
on this head, fince the year 1796, and we pray for
its increafe to the full.

The {pirit of the revolution ftruck direétly againft
the perfonal flaveryin the fouthern ftates, and the re-
ligious flavery in the eaftern ftates; and the firft
Teems to be as faft dying in the fouthern ftates, as
the laft does in thefe ftates. But in both cafes, felf
importance, pride and covetoufnefs are inceflant
preventatives.

How would every benevolent heart exult, to fee
the day when perfonal and religious flavery thould be
extirpated from the earth !

I may be impofed upon, butI feel a firong per-
{uafion that the divine being, has defigned America,
particularly the United States, for an afylum to the
diftrefled, a theatre where the human mind may
unfold itfelf without fear—where civil and religious
liberty will be enjoyed and not abufed—where gov-
ernment willcbe adminiftered for the good of #ke
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whole and not for the aggrandizement of the feur—
where the errors of other governments will be cor-
rected, and improvements made upon what princi-
ples and laws among them are eflentially good—
and where true piety, without fuperftition and with.
out licentioufnefs, will prevail.

To expet thefe things to perfeftion, in this apof-
tate world, would be abfurd ; but as no people,
fince Irael took pofleflion of Canaan, ever had fo
fair a profpect to make great proficiency in thefe
things, as the people of the United States have ; {o
no people were ever as guilty as we fhall be, if we
do not improve the prize to the beft advantage.

It lies hcavy on my mind, to prefs it into the
very fouls of ftatefmen, that while they are ftudy-
ing the genius of other governments, their laws
and cuftoms; that they would not ftop at that
point ; but remember that a ftatefman in the United
States, whether in the national or ftate department,
is not to confine his ftudies to what is, but to what
ought to be, tomeliorate the ftate of man, and make
government a greater blefling to fociety than it has
ever been.

Let the firife about offices—the hankering after
the loaves and fifhes, remain on the other Ede of
the Atlantic, among low-born, fordid, daftard
fouls ; while the free born fons of Columbia have
nobler objedts in view.

The pleafure of Bonaparte, in refleéting on all his
conquefts and imperial dignity, muft be very fmall,
in comparifon of the pleafures of Wafbington; when
reflecting on his delivering a nation from a tyrant’s
chain ; or that of Jefferfon, in frecing a heavy laden
people from an enormous debt.

FrrLow-CITIZENS,
To-day we have aflembled, to celebrate the dead
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and the living fages, who marked out the road te
independence ; and the heroes and veterans who
gained the prize for us, at the rifque of their lives
or with the price of their blood. Let us not, by
indifference, or through party animofity, lofe fight
of, and let flip out of our hands that invaluable
treafure which coft our fathers and fome of us fo
much. Ezxperience teaches us, that men, who are
equally wife and good, may differ in political, as well
as in theological or mathematical opinions ; but no
fufficient excufe can be offered for the man, who
had rather ink a nation or diftrefs a ftate, than to
be crofled in his own views and opinion.

We come into the world in ignorance—our
knowledge is not intuitive but tuitive—what we
know we have had to learn—thc weeds of error
fpring up and grow, in the garden of our minds, as
well as the flowers of truth. And where is the wife
man, but who has liad to unlearn many things,
which he once believed true, before he became tru-
ly wife. The fafter a man exchanges error for
truth, the fafter he grows truly wifeand rich. Let
us then be candid—hear what others have to fay—
allow their arguments full weight—fufpeét our own
ignorance and prejudice—form our opinions on a
preponderance of evidence, and remember that the
peculiar charaderiftic of a great man, is an bones?
heart.

Confidering my calling in life, this refpectable
audience will excufe me in faying ; that whatever
government we enjoy—whatever our political opin-
10ns are—whatever poft we are called upon to fill,
we are ever accountable to God, as fubjets of his
moral government, which includes all rational be-
ings ; and are under obligation to love our God
and love our neighbours.
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Should the political party, in this Rate, with
whom we vote, prevail and triumph; yet without
repentance towards God and faith in the Lord Je-
fus, our triumphing would be fhort and our rejoic-
ing but for a moment. To reverfe the fubjett,
fhould we beon that fide of the queftion that will
be finally crufhed, yet, with afaviourin view—with
benevolence in our hearts and uprightnefs of life,
we may have an abundant entrance adminiftered to
us, into that kingdom, where political difputes,
war, want and pain have no accels.

The mere men of the world, in gay circles, fpend
¢his day in feftivity and rejoicing ; while the more
fedate civilian contemplates, with profound awe,
the important event which the day commemorates.
But let the pious Chriftian take the hint and raife
his thoughts to a fubject more fublime—to an event
far more interefting.

DPays are never appointed by authority, or volun.
tarily obferved in a periodical rotine for nothing,
but lead the mind back to a certain fat which did
take place.

Should empire continue asitis, it will be known
to a thoufand fuccefiive generations, on what day
of what month ti-- revolution of the United States
took place. The ocfervance of the annual day will
be occular evidence—true hiftory to perpetuate the
tact. | :

Chriftianity and deifin join ifiue in one point. If
Jefus Chrift did not rife from the dead, the Chrif-
tian fcheme is but a lie and Chriftians believe in vain
and are yet in their {ins, as they themfielves allow.
But if Chrift did rife from the dead, deifm falls
and Chriftianity is proved iiue, as deifts themielves
Con’fefs-.

Events are perpetuated by emblems, hiftory and
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periodical days: Thefe three witneffes alt agree td
prove the point that Chrift did rife from the dead.

At this time I fhall pafs by the emhlems that are
appointed and the hiftory which s extant, and only
notice the day which is kept, to prove the rife of
Chrift the Lord from the dead.

That the firft day of the week, for almoft 1800
years has been pioufly regarded by chriftians, no
man of information will deny. And that it has
been regarded to perpetuate fome event, is unquef-
tionable. That the event, did, at fome period, take
place, cannot be denied, in fair argument. No oth-
er event has ever been pretended to, but the refur-
rection of Chrift. The refult therefore is, that the
obfervance of the firft day of the weck, proves that
Jefus Chrift rofe from the dead, as unequivocally, as
the obfervanceof the fourth of July, proves the re-
volution of the United States.

That the obfervance of the firft day of the weck,
was appointed by civil authority, is not contended
for ; it could not have been true. For all the em-
perors of Rome and the tributary rulers of the Jews
were oppofed to Chriftianity (with a very few excep-
tions) for almoft 300 years after its firft promulga.
tion. Nor is it neceflary to prove that either Chrift
or his infpired Apoftle appointed the day, precept-
ively, to be obferved ; in order to fupport the pre-
icnt argument. Al that is neceflary to prove, and
all that I believe was true, s, that the Chriftians vol- .
untarily, of their own accord, took upon them-
felves to keep the day for chriftian worthip, to per-
petuate that event, on which all their hopes of hea-
ven were built, viz. That Jefus Chrift the Lord
did rife from the dead.

While we, as citizens, regard this day, as the
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birth day of long loft freedom ; and have our eyes
and grateful hearts on Wathington, who, at the
head of our armies, under providence, gained the
prize for us ; let us alfo, as probationers for eterni-
ty, reallize the bondage of fin and tyranny of fatan,
in which we were involved ; and with humble
thankfulnefs and holy wonder, admire the unpara-
lelled love and benevolence of Wathington’s God,
our blefled redeemer, who undertook our caufe—
fought the battle alone—made an end of fin—refif-
ted unto blood—=bore the curfe of the law—vanqui-
fhed the prince of darknefs—triumphed over death
—afcended into heaven—pleads the merits of his
blood before the throne of God, that we may be
accepted—and will come again in awful pomp ; rob-
ed in panoply divine ; with the voice of the arch-
angel and the trump of God, to judge the world
in righteoufnefs,

Surely, if Wathington commands our efteem,
for delivering us from the Britifh yoke—If Jefferfon
deferves our love and confidence for drawing the
declaration of independence, and freeing us from
wafling debts, Jefus the Lord claims ten thoufand
times ten thoufand more, for delivering us from
the wrath to come—forgiving us all our debts and
opening the gates of heaven for all who love and
obey him.



