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— AP LOGY—

IT was not the intenrion of the Author 1o fubniit the followy-
ey pages (o the pubiick, through the medium of the Prefs. A very [fhort
sime snlervouned, frow the notice given Lins by the Commiliee appointed tr malke
arrangements for rhe calebration of the Anniverjary of American Independ-
ence, of 1oeir cboice of the perfon to delives a publick Addrefs cn the cecalion,
to the day cn which be was to mees bis fellow citizens, for that PUT DS e
T be critic will make allowwance for ideas thus baflily arranged, wiile the ex.
evcife of the candour ¢f a very refpeliable list of fulfcribers, at whufe earneft

requirft 1he werk bas been coinmitied to the Prefs, cianst with propriety be

doubled.

%

GPTEFR TPDE




§ 2oy ks b e ooty &&mﬁgﬁmmmmﬁmmxﬁmmmﬁ

RESPECTED FRIENDS ano FELLOW CITIZENS,

) AGREEABLY to arrangements made on the laft anni-
verfary, by a commirtee of patriotic gentlemen, we are now convened
to. celebrate the aufpicious day that gave birth to the liberty of A me-
rici. Scventeen years have this day elapfed fince the declaration of her
INDEPENDENCE,

- From the muluplicity of objefls, whtch upon this interefting occa-
ﬁon., force themielves upon the imagination, what choice for your en-
~rertainment fhall be made by the [peaker ? Shall he trace the more hid-
“den and remote, or point out the immediate caufes of the event, which
we celebrate ¢ Shall he pronounce a panegyric upon the ardent and he-
roic pirit of our countrymen, who were-the immediate attors 7 Shall
he recapitulate the confequences which have refulted from the revolu-
tion, or, with a prophetic eathufiafm, anticipate thole which yet may
enfue in the future happincis of our country ¢ f
When 1 look around upon an audience fo numerous and reﬁ)e&ablu )

when 1 confider the novelty of my owp ﬁtuauon, and the arduous tafk
afligned mey I.feel 2 difidence, which 1 cannot conceal. - When 1 re-

A&t that the INDEPENDENCE . of America has annually been the
theme of the learned orator, and expenenccd Statefrnan, {hall I not def.-

ditory, who will refleé&l that the performance 18 dcﬁgned for their grau-« ﬁ
fication : I am encauraged by a belief that the emancipation of our
country, and the freedom of man, will never be too often the fubje&s
cf popular applaufe, nor ever become uninierefting to the PaTri0T and
PRILANTHROPHIST. ~ |

. If we confader the caules, whlch contributed to the eﬂabhﬂzmcm of
American INDEPENDENCE, we cannot overlook the chara®er of
cur anceftors, or the circumitances which induced their emigration from
Rurope. Therage for uniformity, during the reign of the firft James,
refulting from his bigotted attachment to the bierarchy, and the penal
laws madc againit non-conformifts, were the immediate caufes of the
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firft [ettlements in America. Men, whofe minds had but juft been libe-
rated from the fhackles of the Papal tyrannv, and whole hearts were.
imprefled with the awful dignity and fublime fimplicity of the facred
writings, (not long before committed to their hands,) were fired with
indignation at fuch levere reftraints. Unable to efcape the lith of the
penal laws, and ardently defirous of cftablithing a pare cburch, they
formed the adventurous preje& of withdrawing from their native couns
try, and of fettling 1n the wilds of America. "

Perhaps there is no paffion, which roules the human mind to {uch a
heigth of magnanimity and beroifin, as the indignation, which religious
enthuliafm fecls, under the fcourge of oppreflion.

T he love of religions and civil LirerTy is intimately, and necellarnily
allied : Our anceftors, wro fArlt ietitled in America, keenly felt their
united force ; and, during the progrefs of their arduous undertaking,
ftood in need of all their infpiration.

The very great equality in the circumftances of the firlt emigrants,
and the naturalindependence infpired by a fituation at the diftance of
three thoufand miles from the parent couatry, were favourable to civil
hiberty.  ‘Tne fame period, too, which, during half a centuty, faw a vio-
lent conteft between the righes of the people and the prerdparives of the
Crown, furnifhed new emigrations to America. Thele confifted of
men, who were un'verfally the partizans of Liserty, | |

The forms of government which were eftablifhed by the colapifts,
were in a high degree democratical. A divifion of the legiflative pow=
ers, in imitaticn of the Britifh Conftitution, was very generally and judis;
cioufly retained. At the fame time an bereditary order of nobihity, éfn_ci.
the unequal, unnatural, and abfurd arrangements for the eletion of the-
members of the Britifly Houfe of Commons were, from obvious caules,
with equal propriety difcarded.

In addition to the circumf@tances already mentioned, calculated,.we
~ may oblerve, to infpire our anceftors with rational ideas of I tberty,.and
" mrepating the way toInpeprennence, fome of their civil inftitutions dil-

covered the highelt wildom, and conduced direétly to the fame illuftricus
-~ event. As a proof of the juftice of this remark, need | mention the’
- pareeling the country into imall towns and diflriéis 3 giving to the mba-
bitants of each corperate powers and privileges s obliging them to effa-"
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Hlifh and fupport Scuoors for the education of youth, -and to fettle and
‘maintain teachers of morality and religion? Thefe inftitutions, which
obtained more efpecially in New-England, diffufed among the wholé
b:dy of the people, a greater degice ot ufeful, moral and political know -

lege than, perhaps, ever betore exifted among the people of any other
coontry.

The war, which broke out in the year 1755, and which was com-
promifed by the treaty of Parig, haftened on this glorious kvent.  Dur-
ing that war, the principal feat of which was in America, the number
and excrtions of the colonial troops gave the pareot country an exalted
opinion ot our wealth, population and refources. T1he conduét of that
war, uader the aulpices of the immortal CunaTaayM, was the meft glor-
ous in the Brittth annals 3 but its conclufion left the nativn emcumbered
with an immenfe addition to her debt.  Hence originated the fyflem of
American taxation—To carry this fyflem into execution, there enlued a
black catalogue of oppreflive meafures, taken up injudicioully and upon
flight confideration, laid afide upon the appearance of oppofition, ca-
prictoufly reaffumed, and eventually, with a fatal blindnets and obfl-
pacy, purfued, from the era of the Stamp Af to the final difunion of
the empire. o

Upon this occafion, and before the gentlemen wnoare now prefent, a
julkification ot the oppofition of America to that iniquitonts fyflem,would
be unnecelfary, perhapsimpertinent—The claun on the part of Great
Britainof a parliacmentary power to levy taxes without the confent of the
Colopies, and to bind them in all cales whatever, was a palpable devia-
_tion from every principle of reafon and juftice, and a poiated violation
of the cbartered rights of the Colonifts, and of the pirit of the Britith
conflticutton il lt.  To have made fuch claim, required the unprinapled
wantonnefs ot power, to nave acquieiced in 1t, the bafene/s and timidity
of laves. Thele belonged not -to Americans.  They oppofed every
eppearance of the exsrcife of that claim, with a firmnefs and unanimity,
which nothing but the molt enlightenec atrention 1o their rights, and a
facred regard tor their prefervation, could have entured. |
- More than eighteen years have now circled through the heavens, fince
- the blood of brethren was firlt fpile 10 the guilty contelt thar entuéd g
fince fate withdrew the gilded curtain from the villain delpotim, and

pointed
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pnnted theindignation of aftonithed man again(t the ansber of his poli-
tical mifery 1—Upon thy clouded brow, O LixincTo~, on that event-
ful day, hovered the Genius of Empire, and the pecTiny of man |
T he remembrance of that day, when thy green bofom was fprinkled
with the blood of thy fons, 1s hke the fhock of the lizhtning, hke the
inipiration of a divinity /

The commencement of hoftilittes animated the freemen of America,
with one foul.  Whillt imagination tails in the attempt o paint that ar-
dur of enthufiafm, which trom Saint-Croix 10 St. Mary, agitated the
cofom of America; pHILOSOPHY will torever, with exulcatin, re-
collect the dignificd proceedings of the American Concwess, and with a
facred pride, hold them up, for the imitation of future ages—So g reat
forutude in the midt of dangers, fuch cool and temiperate firmne!s in
the moft alarming and tumvuliuous periods, fuch candor and fcbriety
triumphing over the phrenzy of paflion, in no deliberative bodies, of other
ages or countries, were betore ever exhibited ! ~

The fitvation of America, from the commencement of hoflijitics to
the public declaration of InpDere~DENCE, Was a foleci/m in the hiltory cf
political revolutions.  The whole continent rung: with the dia of arms
hoftile to the invading troops ; but the people had not yet contemplared
the idea of a fepiration from Grear Britain. 7 be Congrels puriued the
moft {pirited meafures for the prolecution of a defenlive war 5 and yrt
they prefented to his Biitith Majelty a humble and loyal peduon for (ke
redrels ot grievances. o

This petition, to the perprrual difgrace of Britifh politics and huma-
nity, was treated with indignity.  C: ntracts were entered into for the
hire ot German mercenaries. Meafures the mofl 7rritating and alayming
were adopted by the Brinth adminiftrauon.  The coniequence was luch
as might reafonably have been expeéted ; the eyes of America were
optntd to {ce the natural i{Tue of fuch a cuntelt, and the dicam of re-
cunciliation was difpelled.  The idea of petitioming wita- cne hand,
whillt the other brandifhed the fword of dehance, was finaily dilcarded.
T he propricty alfoof ftrengthening the caufe of America, withtoreign
alllances, early occurred. To negociate thele with any probabulity of
fuccefs, required a renunciation on the part of Amenca or all polinicel

conneétion with Grear Britain,
The
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The era had now arrived, for the eftablithment of the Empire of
{.iserTY, in the New WorLD.

The Generar Ccncress, on the ever memorable fourth of July, 1n
the year 1776, * appealing to the Supsreme Junoe of the world for
the re@itude of their intendiens, folemnly publifhed 2nd declared that
the United Colonies were, and of right ought to be, free and 1vD:PE~-
DENT YTATES ; and thatitheg were abfolved from all aliegiznce to the
Britifb Crown. And for the fopport-of this declaraticn, with a him re-
liance upon the prote@ion of Brvine Providence, they mutuslly pledg-
ed to each other their hves, their fortunes, and their fzcred be nurl”

The remembrance of that avgeft tranfaflion we now ce'ebrate. 7 his
day, this glorious day, by the nnited voice of the milh nscf Pmerica,
is dedicated to the exultations’of BatrioTisM, the triumphs of LiBer7Y,
and to gretitude to Heaven |

The facred “* pledpe” of American ¢ boner” was not forfeited 5 her
“yeliance upon the proteflion of Divine Providence,” was not in vatn 3 and
the Supreme Judge of the world, to whom fhe had appealed, jullifi-d
s ybe reflitude of ber intentions,” by accomplifthing, after an eight years
war, -the obyét for which fthe had fought!

The molt illultricus a&ors on thattheatre of honor, have furvived the
lorm of war ; they enjoy the rewards of patriotilm, in the higheit cffi-
ces of the povernment; they ftill continue to blefs their country.—
Whiltt the pames of WasHinoTON, ADaMS, and HAMILTON, glve &
lufire and dignity to virtue ; dear to America, and forever facred be
the memory of THosE, who fought and bled in fo righteous a caufe.

Are not the fpirits of Mercen, MonTcoMzrYy, and Waaren, from
the recions of immortality, ‘looking down, with the fublimeft tranf{porr,
on the prefent felicities of their country ¢ Do I not hear a celeftiz] choir
chanting that confolatary Ode **Tis delightful, t1s bonorable, 1o die for our
country.” (a) Others, who lived to fee the caufe of Liberty crowned
with glorious fuccefs, have (ince taken the higheft f{tand in the Tem-
pLE of Fame. There a {plendid wreath of military honor encircles the
brow of GrReew ; and Science, rejoicing in the acquoifitions of her em-
pite, and HumaniTy, brightening with new irradiations of benevolence,
minifter to the immortal {pirit of FravkLIN, '

(a> Horace, |

C -' The
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The magnitude of the American revolution, and the confequent hap-
sinefs of our country, deferve our attention— America, from a ftate of
undefined dependence on Great Britain, bas allumed an illultrious rank
among the nations of the Earch. Her trade, no longer the monopoly of a
fingle torcngu natwon, has extended itlelf to every quarter of the globe.
"Wcrcanulc enterprize, no longer reltricted, has penetrated the remoteft
regions.  T'he Baluc and the Mediterranean, the Brazits and the Bay of
Hudlon, China and the Indies, the immenfe Eaftern and Pacific
Qccans, are  witneffes of our commerce.

Whilft our citizens have enriched themfelves, by their commercial
wdultry, the means have been furnifhed, by the molt imperceptible fpe-
cies of taxation, to eltablifh funds adequate to all the obje&s of national
iuﬁic:f: and policy. The permanent retources of our country, conftitut-
ing the common ftock of the happinefs and enjoyments of our ciii-
2e¢ns, 1o their hands rema'n untouched : Thele await her call, if amy
great occalion (hould render them necefTary.

America, from her fortunate fituation, and from the mild fpirit of the
povernment, 1 a (tranger to that fyftem of war and saxes, of ambition and
mifery, which is the {courge of Europe, and which fubje@s to the ex-
emel wretchednefs nine tenths of her inhabitants::

Where ““one man,
Compounded and made up like other men
Of elements tumultuous, 1n whom Juft
And folly, in as ample meafures meet,
As in the bofoms of the flaves he rules,
Becomes a defpot abfolute, and boafts
Himfelf the only freeman of his land ;
And when he pleafes, and on whom he wills,
Makes war, with any, or with no pretence
Of provocation given, or wrong fuftained ;
Forces the beggarly laft doir, by means
That his own humour di &atcs, from the clutch
Of poverty, that thus he may procure
His thoufands, weary of penurious life,
A fplendid opportunity to dic !” (¢)
(¢) Cocper’s Poems.
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Toa {yftem fo replete with debafement and mifery, may America for-
ever continue a [tranger /

The encreafe of our population, and the extenfion of our fettlements,
have been ftill more confiderable than the growth ot our commerce.
The circumftances relative to this fubjed, which will not fail to aftonifh
pofterity, cao neither pafs unnoticed, or unadmired by the prelent ge-
neration. Hiftory furnifhes us with nothing fimilar to the amazing cc-
currences which in this regard are taking place in America, That a
country of fuch extent as the Unsited States, fhould, in 2 period little
Jonger than a century and an half, be converted from a wildernefs co-
vered with forefts, into the bufy baunts of men, isa {pe@acle never be-
fore prefented to human obfervation.” The enquirers into the ancient
population of Eurepe, have doubted wherher the number of her inhabit-
ants have greatly increaled within the ]aft two thoufand years. The /mal/
repudlics of Greece were founded many ages before the time of Solon
and Lycurgus ; Iraly alfo faw a long period intervene between the build-
ing of Rome and the eftablithment of the confular power: And yet
rmany centurtes elapled after the times laft mentioned, before thofe m:-
nute regions became generally occuypied by the genuine Greeks and Ro-
mans. lIn America, {ince the commencement of the war, a million fouls
have been added to our population ; within the fame period a country
as extenfive as the I1land of Great Britain has been covered with people !
T he eaflern counties of our own Commonwealth, the northern counties
of New-Hampthire, Pennfylvania, and Vermont, the weftern diftriét;
of New-York, and the back country of the Soutltern States, will amply
prove the truth of this remark.

Within the laft eighteen years the GENIUS of CULTIVATION
has explored his way over the appallachian bills, delcended into the fer-
tile regions on the Obio and Miffiffipi, and conduéted to the boform of
that delightful wildernefs more than SEVENTY THOQUSAND inhabit-
ants—In confequence of the American Revolution, political knowledge
has emerged from her ftate of pupilage, and direfted her attention to
1ts mo(t deferving obje&, the equal happinefs of all men.

The doltrine ot an equality of rights, 2s founded in nature and the
reslon of things, has been vindicated.  The fyflem of reprefentative
governments, grounded on the choice of the people; as the legitimaze

fource
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fource of authority, has extended itfel; and-been -more irmly eftablifh+
ed. The nght of a people to alter the torms'of their governments, or,
to eftablifh new ones, whenever it bscomes neceffary to their palitical
happinefs, has received the forrunate fan€ion of American experienre. -
1 he animating principles of civil Liberty have not beea confinec o
Amernica.  The FIRE that was kindled hese, and which Ipread its fafu-~
tary ight over the NEW-WOKLD, has beamed its rays on the EAST -
ERN HEMISPIHERE, and éurns in Evrope. During the laft age,
a [park was ftruck out by the collifion of the Parfiaments and Clergy cf
France: This had not become extin€t at.ihe period of the American
war, The French troops, who fought in America, returned to Europe
the advocates of ‘freedom. PHILOSOPHY too raifed bher  piercing
voice, and defpotifin trembled for his fate. A pew order of .things com-
meaced in France, and we have feen the immenfe fabricks of religious
Juperftition and civil tyranny, fwept away with che befom of deftru@ion. .
Whilit the enlightened {ons of 'FREEDOM,, and the children of
BENEVOLENCE have compaflionated the groans of their oppreficd:
brethren, whillt with tranfport they have feen the debafing corruptions ot
the old world thirink at the regensrating touch of LIBER'LY, and a new
vifta opening 1nto tuture tmes, for the happinels of men; Ah'! how
h.ve their fouls been fickened wich the fad reverfe | How weeps HU.
MANITY che outrages fhe endures ! ﬂ S |
O, LOUIS ! thou mldeft monarch of a race.of Kings, the SWORD
which thou heldelt out for the defence of American Libérty, hatb piere-
¢ thy generous heart! LIBERTY 1s wounded by the atrocity-of thy
unworthy tate—INDIGNANT JUSTICH has Bown from the unbadlov-
ed Iceae—and anarchy and aflaffinatsoh are prowling o’ct thy toemb! |
‘The fime cf Liberty, which in America wes.mild and benign, ia
France has become a Volcano of fire, thatthreatens 1o bury in one pro-
miicucus ruin the monumenis of defposifm, and all the works of cviliza-
J1on. | | - -
In America, joltice, moderation, order and religion difdained not to
follow in the train of Liberty : 1n France—But perhaps 1 am entering on .
< ang-rous graund : Perhapsa revolution trom the extremes of Ariitrary
Power, 1o the fair mid-way region of temperate LIBERTY, without a

wibration towards Amarchy and Lieentionnefs 1s impoflible.  Whilit all
| our
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our fpeculations are sonfounded amidft the contradittory variety of Eu-
ropean information, there is perhaps but one point ar which it 1s fafe 1o
~ reft. 1f the renovation of France bs the delign of heaven, 1t will not
altimately be defeated, neither by the crimes of the dzmoniacs of Paris,
nor by .the efforts of a confederacy, the moft extenfive and formidable,

that ever aftonifhed mankind. |
Whiltt.Europe is involved in the horrors and devaftations of wary

AMERICA is 1epofing in the calm fumbine of PEACE 5 her profperity,
the envy, and her GOVERNMENT the amlition, ot the eaftern woild.
To trace the veltiges of fo unparralleled a progrefs in the career of glory
and happinefs, is beyond the fcope of the prefent addrefs. A fingle
fketch is all that can be expeted. | T
The diffolution of the Colonial governments, at the time of the de-
claration of Independence, wa$ followed by the eftablifhment of Con-
fticutions chofen by the citizens of the refpettive Colonies—Each Colony
became an independent republic—To combine thefe in one general
vnion, articles of confederation were adopted—By virtue of thele arti-
cles, the federal reprelentatives were invefted with little more than a
mere nominal power, or the authority of recommendation—The pre/-
Jure of the war, and the entbuliafm of Liberty, produced a patriotiim and
unanimity which fuperfeded the neceflity of energetic laws, and conceal-
ed the weaknels of the Federal Government. Upon the conclufion of
the war, the debility of this fyflem became palpable. |
America was threatened with a univerfal diforganization. The a'i/-t
fentions and jgealoufics, the interefed politics, and wild anarchy of the Gre-
cian Kepublics, were about to be repeated on the great theatre of Ame-
rica. ln this gloomy eclipfe of the hopes of our country, a light fprung
up from the mid{t of darknefs. The CONSTITUTION of the Unit-
ed States was formed by a Convention of. the moft illuftrious chara®ers,
and adopted by the citizens of the reipehive ftates. To this fource, we
trace tne prefent happiaels of America, T his event forms another alo=
rious KA, 10 the hiftory of our country., The leading  {peculations
ot gloomy politicians,..on this fub)=€&, have been convi@ed ot fophiftry, -
Ly the irreliltable hight of truth and expericnce—Under the AUSPICI.
QUS ADMINISTRATION of this CONSTITU FION, have we not |
leen tne accomphifhment of all the great (by:&sy tor which it was. de-
o [izned ?
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figned ? Have we not feen a move perfeid union formed; juffice e ablifired,
qu{/{?ig tranguifity enfured, and the general welfare GLORIOUSLY proe
snolea £ . | . | , | .

YES! a]ll America, in the particulars [ -have mentianed, realizes the
- molt important bleflings— Diforder and confufion- have fled beyond tha
Atlantic Ocean—The denion infurreflion, divefled. of his favage naturé;
has allumed the mild virtues ot humenity, and become a partizan of
ORDER—PUBLIC CREDIT has obtained a gtorious - refurretion 3
and the hearts of the war-worn foldier; and of the deftitute widow and
orphan, have been made to fing forjoy, |

An Fulogy upon the FISCAL &4RRANGEMENTS, and other
great and wife meafures of the Congrefs, fince the adoption of the CON-
STITUTION, is fuperfluous ;—Their higheft praile is written in the
moft SPLIENDID CHARACTERS, onthe WHOLE FACE cof our
country ; 1t 1s painted in the moft amiable colours, on the HAPPINESS
and PROSPERITY of all our citizens!

Yes, my reipefled auditors, amid{t the convulfions and miferies of
Europe, every true friend of America finds new motives of attachmene
to his country-— Where fhall we find a region bleflt with [o great natu-
ral advantages ? Where thall we difcover fo much «feful knowledge and
informatisn 1o cqually, 1o univerfally diffufed, amongft al! claffes of the
people 2 look thro’ every quarter of the globe, examine the hiltory ot
all palt ages, where fhall we find an example of equal happinefs and:
.orofpetity enjoyed by any other people on the earth ?

Whilft the tace of our country, under the improving band of agri.
culture, brightens with fmiles, and the wildernefls blofloms like tle
rofe ; whillt indultry 1s fure of the reward of opulence, and erterpnfe
opens a thoufand avenues to wealth 3 whillt the hearts of all our citi -
zens are filled wich focd and gladnels, and the cherub health, with that .
rofy bloom which

““ Nature's fair and cunning band laid on” §
Gives the higheft relifh to every enjryment; have we not reafon to-
love our country ¢ |

Whilft the fabric of our government unites with the blefliogs of Ll
BERTY, the dignity of ORDER, and the energy of POWER ;3 whilfk:

§ dhakefpear, | .
impartial ;
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impartial juftice adminifters the laws, in protecting innocence, and guard-
ing the acquifitions of indultry ; whillt the rights of nature are fecured

from the ravages of anarchy and the gralp of oppreffion ; have we not rea-

fon to venerate that government ?
YES, my fellow citizens, we LOVE our COIUNTRY ; we GLORY

in her CONSTITUTION ; and we HONOUR her iluftrious AD-
MINISTRATORS ! | "

Let baggard envy calumniate thofe virtues which fhe cannot imitate :
Let anarchy, vunder the {femblance of PATRIOTISM, bellow his ap-
prehenfions of the dangers of LIBERTY, whilft he conceals a poignard
to {tab her to the heart: We know their falfe and bollow viice 5 their
malice fhall not difturb our tranquility : We refpect thofe VIRTUES
which have dignified our COUNTRY / |

Whilft, on this occaflion, we celabrate the commencement of AMEX

RICAN LIBERTY, to fecure the perpetuity of HER reign, let us
rally around the ftandards of order, ftability, and obedience to the laws.

Let PEACE and GOOD WILL towards men be the fcope of HER
ambition, and the badge of HER diffinfiion, and we may hope that her
EMPIRE will be IMMORTAL !/ ~ .

THE E N D.



