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W Dedham, July 4, 1798.
O N motion, in the company affembled at Mr.

Gay's tavern, to celebrate the Fourth of Fuly, 1776,

Voted, That James RicHARDsoN, TiMoTHY GAY,

: /
fun. GEORGE ASPINWALL, and Joun S. WiL-
LIAMS, b¢ a commitice fo wait on JoHN LATHROP,

Jun. Efq. to thank bim for bis elegant, federal, pat-
riotic and [pirited Oration this day delivered, and

o requeft @ copy qf it for the prefs.
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GENTLEMEN,

I DESPISE the miferable coquetry, that affecis
{0 receive applaufe with indifference ; I glory in my
Senfibility to every token of the approbation of my fel-
low-citizens. If the following addrefs poffefs any
merit, it confifts in its truth and American federal-
ifm. 2%u have declared, unequivocally, your accord-
ance with the fentiments wbhich it contains ;-—wiy
Sfhould I doubt 2 Why fhould I aft for what you have
fo liberally given—your candor? But let me prevaii
with you to belicve, that in prefenting the enfuing
performance to the public eye, I yicld the fuggeftions

of my own fudgment to your polite requeft.

I am, with due refpect,
your humble f{ervant,

~ JOHN LATHROP, jun.
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FR O M the turret-crowned palace
of the monarch, to the grove-theltered cottage of
the humble peafant ;—from the elevated fphere of
fupreme dominion, to the lowleft grade in the

family of man, Independence 1s the blefling moit
yalued and dear. In the caufe of Independence,

the fages and heroes of our own Columbia and of
~our own time, waged war againft Defpotifin,
They wrenched, from the monfter’s grafp, the
iron fceptre, and bound him in the fetters and
chains he had forged for millions of freemen.
Then, Liberty, was thy triu'nph complete ! Inde-
pendence, majeftic and {grene, gave to our couns
try her {facred charter, and WasHiNGTON {wore
'T-Q defend it, |
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Ox the 4th of July, 1776, a phenomencn in
politics appeared, which challenges a parrallel in
the annals of the world.=——A nation by her own
rat fprang from chaos and night, into the full vig-
or of life, and the unbounded {plendor of day.—
At that awful moment, was foredoomed the down-
fal of ‘T'yranny. Rock-rooted baftiles were fhivers
ed to their loweft dungeons and their deepeft
foundations. T'he blood encrimioned cells of the

Inquifitron, the Auftrian cemetaries of living wretch-
es, dead to the recollelticn of enflaved empires ;

every purple robed gaoler ; the rack, and every
infernal inftrument and minifter of his ofhice, were
deftined to {peedy and irremediable deftrution.—
Mighty Columbia—fuch were the miracles which
attended thy birth, and thy natal morning beheld
thee, like the fabled daughter of Olympian Jove,
born with the wifdom and energies of mature and
ripened age !

To trace the multiplied caufes, and expofe the
hidden fprings of revolutions in ftates and nations,
is the pecculiar province of the hiftorian. The
ipcaker, who has the honor of addrefiing this ref-
pectable aflembly, and many, who favor him with
their attention, on this aufpicious anmverfarv,
had, when our political connexion with Great-
Britain was diffolved, fcarcely f{tepped upon the
threthold of exiftence.  But we have heard with
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