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THE HAPPINESS

OF A

Free Government, .

FEREMIAH, XXX. 21.

THEIR NOBLES SHALL BE OF THNEMSELVES, AND
THEIR GOVERNOR SHALIL PROCEED FROM THE
MI(DST OF THEM.

A.MONG the various forms of civil gov-
ernmeént, which exift in the world, monarchy is the moft
common ; and yet, in theory, it appears the molt irra-
tional. That a people fliould refign their perfons and
properties to the arbitrary difpofal of a fingle man, with-
out any regard to natural or moral qualities, as he may

happen to offer himfelf in the line of hereditary fuccef-

fion, feems incredible in fpeculation, but is realized in

fa&t.

From the prevalence of monarchy, {ome have infer«

red, that this form muit bc moft agreeable to reafon, and
moft conducive to focial happinefs. And will they al-
{o fay, that the worthip of idols is the molt rational and
edifying devotion ; and that vice is better adapted than
virtue, to the general good ! Thele, as well as monarchy,
have in all ages becn common.

MonNnARrRCHY has taken place from various caufes ;
and thefe not the moft virtuous ; fuch as congueft, uf-

urpation, gradual encroachment, the fecret combinaticis
of
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of a few againft the credulous, unfufpeéting multitude.
From its gencral prevalence anfes another caufe for its
continuance and increafe, which is precedent and exam-
ple. The Jews were fond of monarchy, for the fame rea-

fon that they were fohd of idolatry. They would be like
the nations round about them.

WeE are informed of only one government, which was
framed under the immediate direétion of heaven ; and
this was a repudlick. Monarchy was permitted, but never
was inftituted, by divine authority. The Jews had it, be-
caufe they would have it.  God prefcribed for them a
better government, ‘The-form which he prefcribed was
well adapted to their genius and circumftances ; and, in
its fundamental principles, was equally {fuitable for any
other people. Among the privileges fecured to them by
their conftitution, there was one, which might be con-
fidered as the foundation of all the reft ; and 1s, indecd,

the bafis of al! free government—-That their Rulers fhould
be chafen by, and from among themfelves.

MosEs was immediately ordained by God to lead the
people of Ifracl out of Egypt, and to communicate to
them the divine ordinances and laws. But he claimed
no authority to command them, until, by exhibiting evi-
dence of his divine cominiflion, he had obtained their
confent to follow him.  Much lefs did he claim for his

faouly an hereditary jurifdiction over them. When he
found thc burden of government too heavy, for him to
fuflain alone, he laid the cafe before the people. He

ncver prefumed, of his own prerogative, to create offi-
cers under him ; but he propofed to them, that they
fhould choonfc proper perfons to aflit him. He faid to
them, ¢ Take wife men and underftanding and #aswn

imnong your trives ; and 1 will make them rulers over

you.'
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you.” They approved and adopted the propofal.  They
anfwered, ¢ The thing which thou haft fpoken is good
for us to do.” The pcople were to choole the men, and
prefent them to Moles 5 and he, as God's mimifter, was
to inftru& them in their duty and give them their charge.

Gobp forefeeing, that in procefls of time, they would
incline to a kingly government, exprefsly provides, that
their king thould be one of their brethren.  Molcs {ays,
‘ When that art came into the land, which the Lord thy
God giveth thee, and fhalt dwell therein, and fhalt fay,
1 will have a king over me, like as all the nations, which
arc about me ; Thou fhalt, 'in any wife, fct him king
over thee, whom the Lord thall choole 5 One frem among
thy bretbren fhalt THOU [fet king over thee ; thou mayit
not fet a {tranger -over thee, who is not thy brother.’
Again he faysto the people, ¢ Judges and officers fhalt
THOU make thee in all thy gates ; and they fhall judge
the people with juft judgement.’

JosHuA was nominated by Moles to be his fuccefior.
And tho’ this nomination was by the fpecial command of
God ; yet, before Jothua entered upon his oflice, he was
prefented to the whole congregation of llrael, that they
might acknowledge him ; and he received a charge in
iheir fight, that they might be obedient.

1 HE Judges, or Governors, who ruled Ifracl after the
demife of Jofhua, took upon them the powers of govern-
ment, not by their own motion, but by the invitation of
the people ; as appears from the cafe of Jeptha, who,
being requefted by the elders of Gilead to take the com-
mand of an army and fight again{t the Ammonites, ac-
cepted the poft, on condition, that, if he prevailed, he
siiould be -their head, And accordingly the elders and
whie pesple made him head and captain over them.

WHEN

Hrote
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WHEN the form of Government was changed, in the
time of Samuel, from a judicial, to a monarchial, it was
at the requclt of the peepie. Samuel remonftrated a-
gainft the propofed change, as what would be fatal to their
liberties. They perfifted in their refolution. Samuel
yielded to it, and, by divine dire&ion, anointed Saul to
reign over them, The prophet fays, ¢.God gave them 2
king in his anger.” But Saul, after his un&ion, remain-
ed in his private {tation, until the people affembled, and,
in a formal manner, made him their king, -7

Savutl, by his mifcondudt, alicnated his fubjeéls, and
forfeited the kingdom. David, by God’s command, was
anointed to fuccced him., But David lived in his former
capacity, until the men of Judah came, and anointed him
king over them. 'T'heir example was afterward followed
by .the other tribes.

AFTER the death of Solomon, all Ifracl came together,
to make his fon-Rchoboam king. He had no hereditary
right, or divine appointment, which would warrant his

affumption of kingly power, without the national confent.
The peaple ftated the terms on which they would ferve
him. The young prince, fired with ambition, defptfed
the advice of his aged.counfellors, and confulted with the
young men, what anfwer to return. "Lhey gave him
iuch advice as their high notions of government dictated.
It correfponded with his own pride and vanity. He an-
fwered the people haughtily, and threatened to rule them
with feverity, Thus ke thougihit to intimidate them into
fubmiflion.

THE nation had not loft the f{pirit of liberty. Ten
tribes revolted, and made a kingof theirown. They
are never blamned lor the revolt.  On the contrary, when

Rehoboan: wee railing an army to reduce lum, he was by
a prophet
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a prophet ordered to defift, becaule the revolution was
from God.

Frowm thefe obfervations it appears, that the civil cone
ftitution, which God appointed for the Jewifh nation,
was defigned and adapted to, fecure their liberty ; and
that any encroachment upon it warranted them to put
the powers of government into new and better hands.
But what ought efpecially to be remarked, is, that their
rulers were to be taken from among themfelves, and ap-
pointed by general confent. 'This confent was not always
given by the whole nation affembled ; but ufually, at leaft
frequently, by the elders, and the heads of the families and
tribes, who were deputed by the people to act for them.

-l

In the time of the Babylonian captivity, their confti-
tution was diffolved. They fubfifted as a dHtinct people
but, being in the land and under the power of their ene-
mies, they enjoyed nothing worthy of the name of gov-
crnment or liberty.

I~ the chapter, where our text is, Gad promifes to
yeftore them, from their prefent condition, to their an-
cient country and privileges. ¢1 will {ave you from
afar, and your children from the land of their captivity ;
and they fhall return, and bein reft and quiet.’— 1 will
bring again the captivity of Jacob’s tents, and have mercy
orf hisdwelling places. I will multiply them, and they
fhall not be few.—¢ Their children fhall be as afore-
time, and their congregation fhall be eftablifhed before
me, and I will punifh them that opprefs them.” 1.e. 1
will reftore their commonwealth to its ancient free and
happv condition ; and will punifh the Affyrians their
proud oppreflors. Accordingly the Affyrian empire was
¢onquered by the Perfians under Cyrus, about fifty years
after the captivity began. This revolution made way

B for
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for the return of the Jews. It is added, ¢ Theii Nobles
fhall be of themlclves, and the Governor fhall proceed
from the midft of them];’ aswas the cafe in the firft ef-
tablithment of their commonwealth, and before thelr
government had degenerated into monarchy.,

WiTHouT recurring to the hiftory of nations, we have
good authority to fay, that the happinefsof a people, 1n
their focial and political capacity, greatly depends on
their being governed by their brcthren-—-by men freely

chofen from among themfelves.

THE end ofgovernment is the general happinefs. It
is pot that a few may riot in affluence at the expenfe of
thereft ; but that all may enjoy equal fecurity and liber-
ty. The idea of ¢ many made for one,’is an ¢ enormous
faith.” ¢ When the heart of the king, who fat on the
throne, was lifted up above his brethren, e was not to
prolong his days in his kingdom ; neither he nor his chil-
dren, 1n the midit of Ifracl.’

In a {fate of natute, one man has no authority over
another—all are on a common level.  When the people,
in a particular place, become numerous, it is neceflary to
affociate for mutual affiftance and defence.  Society can-
not {ubfift without government, to reftrain outrages, ad-
juft differences, redrefs wrongs, protedt the innocent, and
encourage the virtuous. In large focicties, government
cannot be perfeélly democratical. It cannot, in every
part, be conduted by the whole body, without more ex-
penfe and trouble, thanis confiffent with the common
peace and happinefs. There muft be fome deputed to
manage the publick concerns. The power committed
to fuch, is for the common good. This objeét will or-
dinarily be beft underftood, and moft ﬂeadlly purfued by

rolers,
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rulers, who are cholen by the people, and from arﬁong
themfelves.

T HESE are the moft competent judges of the abiljties
and circumftances of the people—their connections and
dependences—how particular laws will operate—what
arts and manufa&ures, what branches of cominerce or
agriculture it may be proper to encourage. Being of
the people, converfant among them, and connected with
them, they can inform themfelves of a variety of matters,
ncceflary to the admintftration of government, with

which a ftranger muft be unacquazinted.

T hey will feel for the people as their friendsand breth-
ren. They partake of the fame genius, and are educated
1n the fame manners. Their intcreft is connefted with
that of the country. Here they are to live and die, and
here they are tu leave their pofterity. Self love wild
prompt them to wifh their country’s profperity, unlefs
their minds are detached from 1t by forcign connection.

They are under fpecial obligations to their country,
becaufe to her favour they owe their advancement and

their profpc&s.

A peoPLE governcd by their brethren have their privi-
leges in their own hands. They can put a check to
orowing ariftocracy and defpotifm by a feafonable trans-
fer of their important trufts. In free {tates, power, at
certain periods, reverts to the people, from whom 1t ori-
ginated. If they find, it has been abufed 2nd perverted,
they can redrefs themfelves by placing it in other hands.

1

I~ fuch ftates, rulers are bound by the laws which they
enadt, and are fubjeét to the burdens which they impofe.

They are refponfible for their condudt ; inferior ofhcers
tQ
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to {uperior ; thefe again to thofe, who are higher in the
{cale of govcrnment ; and all in the laft refort to the
pcople. This is a great {ecurity agamﬂ: abufe of power.

Besipes ; When the peOplc have a voice in the ap-
pointment of their own rulers, 1t may be prefumed, that,
ull a general corruption prevails, mer of approved ablh-
ty, virtue and integrity, will be raifed to publick honors.
What motive, but their own good, can the people have
in delegating power ¢ And to whom thould they delegate
it, bu't to thofec who will ufe 1t for thisend ¢

A reorLE under a free government will be happy, as
long as they are virtuous and wife.. They may become
vicious and corrupt. They are then liable to be influ-
enced by private connections, party fpirit, bribery or
flattery, promifes or rewards, or the artifice and intrigue
of crafty and defigning men.

VVHE\I this is the cafe, they give up their fecurity,
lofc their liberty, and fink into flavery.

To frame andreform their own government, and %o
choofe and change their own governors, 1s the natural
right of mankind ; but a right which few nations have
the happinefs to enjoy, or the boldnefs to claitn. Thefc
American ftates arc now in the full poffeflion and free
exercifc of this right ; and may they ever have the wifs
dom to rctain it, -

WE were once happy in a conneétion with Britain,
The time came, when we found we could be happy in
this connedlion no longer. We then judged, that it
ought to be diffolved, becaufe the reafon of it ceafed.
We claimed an independent government, and heaven has

fupported our claim. |
THE
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TrE paft exiftence of the conneclion, could be no rea-
fon for its future continuances after'a feparation appcared
neceflary to the increafe of happinefs, or the prevention
of mifcry. Every people have a right to be free—to
judge of the proper means of fecuring their {reedom—to
determine when they ought to become independent of
former .conne&ions—and to conftitute for themfclves
fuch a government as they choofe.

"THERE is nothing in nature to fix perpctual and im-
mutable boundaries to ftates ; or 1o determine the period
of union between the ditferent parts of the fame cmpirec.
The only queftion in fuch cafesis, What will tend to the
general happinefs ¢ When a people withdraw from their
ancient connection, they are to regard the geacral goed ;
the peace aud happincefs of neighbouring ftates, as well as
their own. Tho’ their own {ufety will be the primary
objelt, the fafety of others is not to be uteriooked. De-
nevolence is the principle, which ocught to govern man-
kind, in their political, as weil as private condué&. But
ftill every peopiec mult judge for themiclves, what is
right.  If neighbouring itates difapprove of a ftate rew-
ly conltituted, or newly rcformed ; they u-ay. remon.
{trate ; they may dcny her the privilege of their trade,
alliance and protection ; they may withhold from her the
pofitive benefits, which they grant to their friends, and
which they once indulyged to her 5 they may exclude her
from all intercourfe, and leave her to prove, by herfelf,
the advantages of her 1ndependence, and of her new-
chofen governinent : But they can have no right to make
war upon her—to ufe aCtual force and violence—to fpread
deftru&ion among her people, and defolation over her
country, in order to reduce her to their will.  Such mea-
fures reafon forbids ; at {uch a fcenc humanity fhudders.

Turp
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TrE late Britilh war againft America, and the prefent
war of the combined powers againft France, are both
wars againft nature—again{t the common rights of man-
kind. America has been happily fuccefsful ; that France
may be as fuccefsful, we have every motive to with., As
hiberty tends to happinefs, benevolence will defire its pro-
pagation thro’ the world. If the confederated kings
thould effect the conqueft of France ; may they not, with
as fair a pretext; and will they not, with as warm 2
zeal, direct their power againft thefe American flates

and extinguifh the flame of liberty, where it firft was
kindled ¢

WE cenfure France for many excefles, which tarnifh
the glory of her revolution. Perhaps, in many inftances,
we cenfure her unjuftly, for want of better information.
But whatever errors wmay attend her meafures, her caufe

1s Juft.. Whatever cruelties the may pradife on her own
citizens, America cannot tax her with defe® of friend-

fhip or candour. Her irregularities will not be jnftified ;
but perhaps they may, in fome meafure, be excufed. Her
tranfition from flavery to liberty—from a dungeon to
open day—from total blindnefs to perfe& vifion, was
fudden and furprifing. As fhe is, at once, brought out
of darknefs 1nto marvellous light ; no wonder, if, for a
moment, her organs are overpowered, and her reafon
difturbed. By recolleCtion and experience, fhe will foon
recover herfelf, re&tify her errors, and {cttle her govern-
ment in tranquiility and order,

WE hope, the prefent confli& will iffue in the increafe
of knowledge, and in the {pread of liberty and happinefs.
We hope the time is coming, when the kingdom of
Chrilt will umiverfally prevail, and the governments of
the world will be {framed according to its rational and be-

ncvolent pattern. In his government, as adminifterca
on
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oh earth; there afe rio pofitive punithmhents. Thofe
which he has inftituted are only negative, confifting in
exclufion from the privileges of his church. When his
government fhall be eftablithed, and his religion fhall
prevail through the world ; there will be no war between
nation and natien, for the adjultment of their claims,
and no fanguinary penalties annexed to the violation of
laws. Deprivation of privileges is all the punifhment,
which will then be known. Perhaps this is all, that 1s
really neceffary, or can be fully juftified now.

Mavy this period be haftened. May America, wlich
has begun the work of political reformation, and has
greatly liberalized her fyftems, and humanized her penal
faws, flill lead the way, till the glorious work fhall be
brought to its higheft perfettion.

‘Tnis day completes tae eighteenth year, {ince we rc-
nounced our fubje&ion :o foreign power, and affumed a

national independence. We are aflembled to commem-
orate the important revolution.

- THE periodical commemoratich of happy and interef}-
ing events is agreeable to the ufage of nations, and jufti-
fied by many inftitutions, which God made for his fa-
voured people. The celebration of this Anniverfary is
of ufe, not only to awaken a grateful fenfe of God’s pe-
culiar favour, but alfo to preferve the great principles of
the revolution, and prevent an infenfible declenfion intd
ariftocracy.

Our government, in its princip]'es, Is perhaps fuffis
cicntly liberal and democratic for (o large a pcople.  But
all government tends to defpotifm. Power, as well as
property, has its temptations. No man poflefles fo much
of either, but that he is willing to acquire more. There

S ¢
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is the fame reafon, why a people fhould guard their pub.
lick privileges, az why each man fhould guard his private
property—the fame reafon, why they fhould infpe& the
condué& of their publick fervants to prevent encroach-
ment, as why a merchant fhould watch over his clerk or
faltor to prevent embezzlement.

Our frec government was a happy, but a coftly pur-
chafe ; let 1t not be loft by drowfy inattention, and im-
plicit confidence. ; -

IHow alrec government may be preferved, is a juft in-
quiry.

Oxe thing neceflary is frequent elef?ions. - Thisis a
right, which the people, by their conftitution, have re-
ferved to themfelves, and which thev ought to exercife
with unremitting care. No longer thould the fame per-
fons be trufted with the powers of legiflation, than while
they appear to purfue the true interelt of their conftitu-
ents. By attempts o violate the conftitution, and invade

the Iiberties of the people, they forfeit the publick confi-
dence. | .

AMONG 3 frec people, power of any kind fhould never
be committed to men, who are under a foreign influence,
from whatever fource that influence may arife. Power
in fuch hands, i1s power in the hands of toreigners. And
fo far as this jnflucace contronls our government, we
lofe our independence.  Againft this danger, the conftis
tution which Cod framed for Ifrael, particularly guard-
ed. They might not take a ftranger to rule over them.

GRrraT care fhould be taken, that our rulers, ef; pe=
cially our legiflators, have not an intereft difconne&ed
with, and oppofite to, that of the people. While they

_ have
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have only a common intereft with their conftituents, they
will, for their own [akes, confult the general happinefs.
When their intereft becomes feparate and independent,
this fecurity is loft ; and 1t 1s indifferent, whether they
proceed from the midft of us, or are fent us from another

country.

‘T o prevent a decienfion of government into ariflocra-
cy, the rewards for publick fervices fhould be moderate—
not fo fmall as to be defpifed by men of ability, nor fo
large as to become an obje& of competition. If compenf-
ations are immoderate, the eafly acquifition of wealth,
will either render the publick fervants too independent

of, and indifferent to the people ; or prefent too power-
ful temptations to luxury and diflipation. In either cafe

the publick bufinels will be negleéted for the purfuits of
avarice and pleafure.

I't is pleaded, that by high rewards we fhall command
the fervices of our beft men.. But our 4?7 men have

other motives, and will be content with reafonable re-
wards. We fhould be folicitous, not only to cali good

men into government, but to keep them, while they are
there, as good as we found them. It is unhappy, when
we offer fuch temptations as corrupt the moft virtyous.

I'r needlefs offices thould be multiplied, and the pub-
lick treafures difperfed in unmerited penfions, exceflive
falaries, and immoderate compenfations ; the liberties of
the people will then be in danger.

THE prefervation of liberty depends much on 2 ftate
of peace. War will introduce a ftandin g army,increafe the
number of dependents on government, and accumulate
2 publick debt. A large nationzl debt tends to defpoj-_-_-,-
tifm. It oppreffcs the people ; affords pretexts for in-

C p venting
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venting new modes of taxation, and for epening néw
fources of revenue ; gives opportunity for fecret mifap-
plications ; and difunites the intereft of the rulers from
that of the people : Forrulers will ufually, in two great
a proportion, become publick creditors ; and, being at
the feat of government, or conneted with thofe who are
there, they can make their advantage by fudden changes,
“or perhaps effe& fudden changes for their own advantage.
In any cafe, the intérefts of creditor and debtor are apt
to interfere. With a free people, the firft obje&t thould
be, to prevent 2 publick debt. When one is incurred
from neceflity,the next objelt fhould be, to extinguifh it,
~as foon as the abilities of the people will permit. Com-

plete liberty, and an immenfe debt are incompatible, A
fyftem which perpetuates the latter, annthilates the for-
mer. Hence it follows, that not only economy in gov-
ernment,but frugality among private citizens,is neceifary

to publick liberty and happinefs. If the rulersof a young

republick ape the grandeur, oftentation and parade of the
corrupt and luxurious courts of ancient and opulent

monarchies, they bring the pcople under a foreign in-
fluence of the worft kind—the influence of foreign vice.
Simple manners and frugal expenfes are effential to re-
publican liberty. 'The Jews loft their frcedom by a
foolith fondnefs to be like the nations around them.

A REPUEBLICK, afliduoufly cuitivating peace with the
world, thould, at the fame time, aflert her rights and
fupport her dignity. While fhe is carcful not to incer-
meddle in foreign quarrels, nor to provoke a war by un-
juft aggrefiions ; fhe fhounld have fpirit to refent, and
fortitude to repel a daring injury. There is a degree of |
tamenefs, which emboldens infults—a degree of pafTvc-
- nefs, which invites and encourageswar. Little depend- g
ence is to be placed on the juftice of foreign courts. Evea

ry
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xy people muft guard their own rights, keep themfelves
in a defenfible ftate, and prevent, if poffible, fuch gradual
encroachments from envious powers, as fhall deprive
them of the means of {elf-defence. An organized, well
difciplined militia is a wife inftitution. To fuch an in-
ftitution a free people will readily fubmit ; and the calls
of government for the common defence they will

promptly obey.

THE treedom of ele&tion isa matter of effential import-
ance. Under f{uch a happy conftitution as ours, where
the clective power is in the great body of the people, and
the periods of eletion frequently return, dire& bribery is
not cafily practifed. There are other ways, however,
in which the ele@ors may be unduely biaffed. The com-
binations of influential men to recommend and fupport
certain candidates, may be as dangerous, as corruption
itfclf. The few who combine may have a particular de-
fign to ferve ; and, in fome inftances, it is poflible, they
may {tudy rather to deceive, than inform the publick

mind.

PiErRsoNAL flanders, and infaincus exhibitiong, are al-
ways to be difapproved, as inconfiftent with the frcedom
of parliamentary debate, and the purity of national man-
ners, You may hang or burn in effigy, or you may re-
vile and profcribe ina gazette, an unworthy charalter;
and you may do the fame to a worthy character. And,

fo far as you thus influence an eleflion, you may prevent
the choice of a good man, as well asa bad one.  T'o deter-
minc whether a man is worthy of our fuffrages, we muft

cnquire, whether he is a man of ability and information,

of virtue, ftability and firmnefs—of pure, republican
principles—and whether his intereft is united with that

ef kis country, Such a man, whatever afperflions may
| ~ be
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be caft upon him by political partizans, is wotthy of our
confidence. Tho' in particular inftances, he may favour
meafures; which wehad not previoufly expeted, we are
not haftily to- reprobate’ his conduét ; but to take time
for examination ; confidering, that he may probably pof-
fefs means of information, which have not reached to us.

AN enlightened people will not eafily be bro’t under
defpotifm. They will forefee and. prevent the evil.
Great attention fhould therefore be paid to the education

of youth, to the culture and diffufion of knowledge, and
to the means of publick information..

¢ RtcHTEOUSNESS exaltsa nation.” To preferve our
liberty and independence, and to increafe our importance
and refpetability, we muft attend to the intereft of vir-
tue, 25 wel as of knowledge. This we muft promote
in our private itation, while we expect that our rulers

purfue it in their larger fphere. lnduftry, frugahty,
tcmperance,juﬂice, henevolesice and peaceablenefs, arc
virtues, in their very nature, effential to the happinefs of

every corgmunity. The promotion of thefe in {maller

focieties, will fpread and ftrengthen their influence in the
nation at large.

THE celebration of this anniverfary thould be con-

dufted in fubfervience to picty, benevolence, peace and
good order.

WH1ILE we addrefs the great Governor of the univerfe,
we fhould realize our dependence and obligations ; and
gratefully recognize the peculiar bleflings and privileges
flowing from that free and happy government, with
which he has fo gracioufly diltinguifhed us.

Waen we [it down at the feltive board, to participate
IR
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in the bounties of his providence, we fhould regard each
other as brethren, members of the fame great familys,
children of the fame almighty parent, all united by com-
mon intereft. Feafting togetheris an a& of fellowthip =
one defirn of it is to confirm the bond of brotherly union,

WuEen we fee fo many of the refpe@able citizens ofs
this town, affembled from every part of it, on the prefent:
occafion 3 we feel 2 peculiar pleafure in fuch a proof of
the harmiony of fentiment and affeGion ftill fubfilting
amon : 15 ; and in the prefage of its happy continuances
And w2 anticipate the propriety, decency and order,
withh which all things will, this day, be conducted.

W fincerely thank the gentlemen from neighbouring
towns, for the teftiinony of friendthip, with which they
horour us j and for the unity of fentimeat which they
expruis, by affembling with us on this anniverfary. By

LN

tacir attendance the beauty of the [cene 1s brightened,
and the pleafure of the feftivity i< enlivened.

As thisis the firft folemnity of the kind ever celebrat-~
éd in:his town, we truft, it will be condu@ed in fucha
manner, that it may be reviewed by ourfelves with fenti~
ments of plealure, and fpoken of by all 1n terms of ap-
probation. We perfuade ourfelves, that nothing favour-
ing of impiety will be heard, and nothing inconfiftent .
with fobriety will be feen—that good humour, cheerful-
nels and friendfhip, will infpire every heart, glow in eve-
ry countenance, and animate ali our converfation—that
when the feltivity is clofed, we fhall retire without any
tranfaltions, which can be refleted on with pain, or

fpoken of to our reproach.

Wk live in a wonderful period—a period crouded with
vaft and interefting events. In turhing ever the annale

of
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of hiftory, we fcarcely find 2 century, which exhibits
fuch a variety of important fcenes, aswe have beheld
within twenty years. Here is a new empire founded in
America ; and eftablithed on the molft liberal plan. Here
are fifteen diftinét ftates, confederated under one gener-
al conftitution, and each ftate poffefling a conftitution of
her own=-and all thefe deliberately formed, peaceably
adopted, and cheerfully obeyed by the people. We fee
this young empire growing, rifing, {preading—and now
embracing fome refpetable ftates, which, at the birth of
eur independence, had not an exiftence. A revolution 1n
ene of the moft refpectable nations of Europe has furpriz-
ed the world. The unfullied rays of liberty, which firft
blazed in our hemifphere, have thot forth with amazing
rapidity, and are now illuminating diftant climes. Su-
perftition, the fupport of delpotifm, is haftily retiring be-
fore the refulgent beams of truth ; and, ftruck with the
- intolerable light, is fecking new retreats. Arts, manu-

faltures, agriculturg and the hiberalfciences, are advanc-
i'ng. New difcoveries thc‘natural, and new improve_

ments in the literary world, aze makings The rights of
men, and the ends of government, are more and more
underftood. ‘The caufe of righteoulnels is maintained,
and the combinations of tyrants are fruftrated. “L'heir
thrones are tottering under them, and their crowns arg

‘trembling on their heads.

True day is ¢oming, when liberty and peace fhall blefs
the human race. But previous to this, truthand virtue
muft prevail, and the religion of Jefus muft governmen’s
hearts. 'Then the horrors of war will ceafe, and the
groans of flavery will no more be heard. 'lhe rod of the
oppreffor will be broken, and the yoke will be removed
from the fhoulders of the opprefled. The fceptre will be

wrelted from the hands of the wicked, and the pomp of
the
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the proud will be brought down to the duft. The whole
carth will reftand be quiet: they will break forth
into finging. The Lord will comfort Zion ; he willcom-
fort all her wafte places. He will make her wildernefs
like Eden, and her defert like the garden of the Lord.
Joy and gladnefs fhall be found therein ; thankfgiving

and the voice of melody.

Vith the PRIVILEGE of

COPYRIlGHT.

‘i-
W

-
s



