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MINOT, JULY 4, 18148
Ry

+ " WE, 88 2 Committee in behall of the WaAsnINGTOoN REPUBLICANS,
convened at Minot, to commemorate the anniversary of our nation’s I
DEPENDENCE, are directed to present the thanks of the assembly to you
for your elegant and pacriotic Oration this day deliveied ; and request 2
copy of the same for publication:

GODFREY GROSVENOR,
JACOB HILL,"

STEPHEN PHLLPS,
WM. Liavbp, Esq.

MINOT, jULY 11, 1814,
GeNTLEMEYN,

I nap determined on not complying with the very flattering request
of your note of the 4h inst. as I could not persuade myself, 'hat it could
answer any valuabie purpose, to publish a crude and undigested essay on
cur public affairs,prepared at less thun a week's notice. But I have been
informed by many of my friends, that gross misrepresentations of my sen.
timen:s have been circuiated. I therefore, reluctantly, yield to & necess
sity of laying them before the public-

In this performance I lay no claimn to originslity : most of the senti.
ments, =nd many of the expressions, have been & thousand and s thou-
sand times repeated. I lament, very much, that a multiplicity of various
concerns prevents me from adding all the documents, I should wish, and
puting & finishing hand to this discourse. But if you will condescend to
accept it, ¢ with all its imperfections on its head,” it is at your service,

With respect,
Your obd’t. servant,
WM. LADD.

Jacon HiLy,

Goprrey GROSVENOR,
Esquires,
STEPHEN PHELPS,




AN ORATION.

Lriends and Fellow-Citizens,

NO one has a greater antipathy to apology, than thg
person who has the honor to address you. Yet there
are times when apology is both proper and necessary.
Invited on a very late day to prepare an address, 1 have
not had sufhcient time to produce any thing answerable
to my own wishes, or the solemnity of the occasion.
Great geniusces only can wing their rapid flight through
the regions of fancy, taste and literature. Unfortunately,
your orator is not of that class, and can only hope to ar-
rive at the same end, by industriously creeping over the
surface. ’Tis true, the field, to which I invite your
company, is extensive, beautlful and variegated ; butsc
many have trodden it before us, that no beauties remain,
worth observing, which have not been already pomfed
out ; no flower, worth gatheri ing, which has not already
been plucked. Ona subject so hackneyed, what can
be expected, but trite observations and common-place
sentiment? Under these urcumstances, 1 hope your
candour will excuse the homeliness of your entertsin-
ment, and will not attribute this necessary apology to
an affectation of diffidence.

- But can one be otherwise than eloquent, on the anni.
versary of that event, which raised sc splendid an wra
in our political history, and gave us arank and standing
among the nations of the world ?  And while we ccle-
brate the day, which gave liberty to our country, can
we forget the virtues of the hero, who accomplished our
mdcpcndence ? No. Independence receives additional
lustre from the iame of Washington ; and the fame of
Washington shines brighter by The splendour of inde-
pendence.  Let these subju,ts then, 1n some mcasure,
be the theme of our discourse. -

The causcs of our independence originated in the war

le

between England and France, which ended in 1762, in
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which, Great.Britain, under the auspices of the immor-
tal Pitt, overwheimed her enemies with ruin and confu-
sion, and dictated her own terms of Peace.  Frequently
the most successful wars are mere ruinous to the vic-
tors than the vanquished ; and this war, glorious as it
was to the arms of Britain, oppressed her with a load of
dt bt. "Thus situated, she turned her eves to this coun-
try for rclief.  And relief, proportioned to our abilities,
she undoubtedly would have obtained, had her conduct
been marked by justice and prudence. But, guided
by a corrupt and headstrong ministry, who furgot
that we bad privileges as well as they, despising the
force, as well as the rights of her opponents, ld by pas-
sion rather than by reason, she wantonly plunged into
an unjust, unnecessary and destructive war. ‘The im-
mortal Chatham raised his voice against the prevailing
faction, and thurdered forth his eloquence in vain—for
Chatham no longer ruled the destinies of his country.
The nation ireed from danger by his abilities, his vir-
tues were despised, and a vicious, ignorant and syco-
phantic tribe usurped his place, in the affcctions of his
sovereign, and the confidence of the people.  When
corrupt men in power govern the majority, by their
passions, rather than by their reason, and lead them to
miringe on the liberties, and trample on the rights, cf
the mmorxty , then the subversion uf the government, or
the separation of the empire, becomes almost inevitable.
Sensible that the ¢ sharpest sharpest confiicts’” were
approaching, America looked rouud for support, 1n
those trying times, and Heaven.directed, turned her
eyes on Washington,
Her confidence was not misplaced. Surrounded by
a thousand difficulties, ¢ he never despmred of the Com-
monwealth.””  Unfortunate and unwise non-importation
agreements had left the country destitute of clothinz
necessary for soldiers. 'The funds of Congress depen-
ded on paper money. And the practice of short enlist-
ments, of year’s-mer., and dependence on militia for dis-
tant service often threatened the ruin of the cause of
Libertv,  Yet, under all these disadvantages, with an
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inferior force of raw troops, badly armed, almost na-
ked, unpaid and suflering every privation, did Wash.
ington keep in check the best appointed veteran armices,
commanded by the ablest generals.

We were t/lien fighting in a just and necessary war ;
and God was pleased to crown our exertions with suc-
cess.  White Plains, Princeton, Monmouth, and York-
town, witnessed the victories of Washington. But the
best concerted plans are not always successful, and at
Brandywine and Germantown, though less fortunate, he
left t..e enemy nothing to boast of. At Brookline too
he saw his brave, but untrained countrymen, fall, over-
powered by hosts .of veteran foes. Unable to bring
them relief, he telt not for his military fame, but he
wept for his bleeding country : and the tear, which
trickled from his eye, is more precious, in the sight of
angels and good men, than all the trinkling gems, which
so lately glittered, on the pageant triomphs of Napo.-
leon, and all the bloodstained laurels which have bound
the tyrant’s brow.

'T'he spirit, which animated the commander in chief,
ifluenced his countrymen in general. At Lexington,
Bunker Hill, - Fort Moultrie, Redbank, Bennington,
Stllwatcr, Saratoga, Stony Point, Kings Mountain, the
Cowpens, and Eutaws, they were triumphant, and the
actions at Quebec, Fort Washington, and Guilford,
though unfortunate, were glorious.

The Almighty, who can make the wrath of man te
praise him, smiled on our exertions, and brought to our
aid, even, the most malignant of the human passions.
France, still smarting under the disasters of the last war,
had now an opportunity of indulging her natural antip-
athy to Great-Britain ; and there was presented to the
world the novel spectacle of a nation, groaning under
civil and religious oppression, fighting under the ban.
ners of an enlightened people, struggling for their liber-
ties. Spain too lent us her aid.  Little did she think
that the nation she was helping to independence, would
be the first to invade her American possessions, and
would assist the tyrant of Europe to rob her of her own
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liberty. Holland soon joined, and the armed neutrality
addcd their threats.

Our struggles were arduous. Qur trials were severe.
Often did we think Liberty within our grasp, and as
often was she snatched from our embrace. But success,
at length, crowned our exertions, and gave to the Uni.
ted Statcs of America a hvgh stancing, on the political
scale of the world. '

Independence, however, was purchased at a price, too
dear for any thing but liberty, and which the conquest
of the world would not remunerate. - Warren, Mont-
gomery, Mercer, Wooster, Williams, Laurens, and a
host of worthies, officers, suoaltcrns and privates, sac-

rificed iheir lives on the altar of Liberty. Peace be to
your manes, ye mighty dead. Yet why mourn your
fate ? Had ye lived to see these degencrate days ye
would have been stigmatized with the epithets of tory,
traitor, and British emissary, by those, who basely skulk-
ed in the hour of danger, or probably, were aiding your
oppressors. Vencrable, but unfortune, St. Clair : hadst
thou fallen on the field of battle, thou would’st not have
been compelled, like Belisarius, to weep at the neglect
of an ungrateful country, and beg~ charity of the passing
stranger. Better had it been for thee, O Lingan, to
have fallen by ihe bayoncts of the enemy, than by the
daggers of the pretended friends of Government at Bal-
timore.

Independence secured, and pcace and plenty about
to shower their blessings oir titis happy land, the full
cup of felicity was well nigh dashed from our lips, by
a designing deinagogue, Zwho wickedly attempted to
open the flood-gates of civil discord, and deluge our
rising empire in blood.” % Anonimous letters, artfully
addressed to the passions, were circulated, and our vic-
torious armies were 1n danger of tarmalnnqall their lau-
rels, by one rash act. But the genius of America inter-
posed. Washington was thue, and the ambitious mu-

v See Washington’s address to the army on the subject of anonimous
letters, supposed (0 have becen written by Gen. Armstrong, our present
Secretary of War.
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tineer was awed to silence. Alas how things are chan.
ged ! Washington 1s no more : his virtues are forgot-
ten ; and that self same traiter, it is said, now holds an
eminent station in the government of the country.  Yes,
that sume man, who has been so often, and so public-
ly pointed out, as the author of these traitorous letters,
is now in the cabinet, and hopes soon to be your Pre-
sident.

The blessings of peace succeeding the ravages of
war ; Woshington converts the sword of Fabius into
the ploughshare of Cincinnatus. True to the princi-
ples of that religion which formed the basis of his eda-
cation, he buries in oblivion all his animosity against
the British, content to hold them ¢ enen.ies in war, In
peace friends.”’*

No longer -bound together by external danger, and
agitated by contending passions, the people of America
had well nigh become the victims of designing dema-
gogues. But Washington again left his retreat: the
cause of virtue prevailed : the antifederai party were
humbled : the rebellion was broken, and there was ef-
fected a politicel and bloodless revolution, more won.
derful thar the sanguinary one, whichseparated us from
Grceat Britain,

In locking round for a person, to execute the duties
of chief magistrate, uuder the new constitution, to whom
could America turn her eyes, but to the man, who had
delivered her from bondage, led her through the wil-
derness of anarchy, and settled her in the land of prom-
1sc.  Faction had not yet acquired that strength, or
that impudence, which were necessary, to give it any
chance of success, and no opposition was made to the
appointment of Washington, to the first place, in the
giit of a grateful people.

‘I'he udoption of the new Constitution having been
violently opposed, by powerful minorities, in many of
the states, the anti-federalists formea a considerable por-
tion of the first congress. It could not be expected,

* Declaration of Independence.
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ihat those meu would wish to see happiness flow from
those sources, from which they had predicted misery ;
or public prosperity effected by measures, which they
had declared would be rumous. Mankind do not so
easily brook the confutation of their opinions. ‘They
therefore coalesced with the disaffected, and jotning to
themselves those who envied the glory of the chief ma-
cistrate, and others ambitious of power, they formed to-
wether a determined opposition to the Washington ad-
ministration.

The funding system, by which we redeemed cur
public credit at home, and established an hcnest char-
acter abroad, which was approved by Washington,
Ilamilton, Adams, and the members of the Eastern
States generally, was ameng the first objects of their at-
tack. The national bank, too, that splendid and useful
fabrick of the Washington policy, was attacked and de-
fended, by the same parties, and these circumstances
tended to give to those parties geographical boundaries,
and to make an unfortunate distinction, between the
wmonied, or mercantile and the landed, or agricultural
interests : a distinction, which does nbt ¢xist in reality ;
but which has been a powerful engine 1n the hands of
the party opposed to the federal administration. ;

‘The tax on whiskey next fell under their disapproba-
ton.  Though luid expressly for the purpose of paying
the public debt, this could not defend it from censure.
"The men, who now so boldiy pledge their lives and
fortunes for carrying on a war of foreign conquest, then,
meanly refused a few cents tax on their favorite bevera
age, to pay the cost of their liberty and independence ;
and not only refused it, but raised and organized an
armed gpposition to government, and many characters,
now conspicuous, were then leaders in that rebellion ;
which, being confined to the Western Country, served,
«till farther, to fix the geographical character of the two
parties.

-t this time began to be felt the effects of political

* See Note 1st, a! the end of the beck,
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icano, which hud been long cffervescing, and which
now gave strong symptoms of “hose convulsmns, which
were to shake ILarth to her centre, overwhelm the sur-
rounding coawnes with devastation, and cover the i 2.
motest regiuns with 1ts cnders,

The ¥rench people, leng the slaves of despotlsm,
stiuggling te be free, r)awv*d ctly from one extremity
to anoibor.  Anarchy but tock *he place of despotism.
Crowns aad mitces, cwvi! and miiitary udcrs, necessary
resirictions and arbitrary regulations, the ingigaia or su-
perstition and the barriers of religion, o«elher rolled
along the bleody torrent, i ene *n\hsnnomshable ruin.

Awmerica conld not be . zmoved at the spectacle, —-
While the wise and virtuous. trembled for the cause of

rational liberty, sound mor:iity and pure rchtrxon, the
opposite party seized, with avidity, the opportunity to
advance their purposes. They dropped the odious name
of antifederal, and arrogated to themselves the honorable
api-cllation of republican.  They instituted jacobin clubs
throughout the country * for the purpose of usurping
the right, to controul the constituted authorities, and dic.
tate to public opinion.”* ‘They enlisted on their side the
passions : every antipathy against England was roused :
every partiality for France was flattered, and while the
streets of Paris ran in torrents cf bleod, and when France
had put off the monkey and put on the tiger, and had,
basely suffered herself to be guided by Robespierre and
fus bloody associates, then, she was held up as an object,
worthy the imitation of Americans. These arts were
but too successful, and had well nigh, drawn us into
that destructive vortex, which was ” swallowi ing up ail
Europe. But Washington still lived, and he conducted
us, for this time, in safety, past the whirlpool, A treaty
was made with Britain on jas and honoruble terms, and
‘\‘v asbington, aguin, saved his country from impending
o,

The eflects of the I'rench +volution on the passions

could not b entirely suppress 4. So great was French

“ Washinrtan’e T elters,
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influence, m this LOUHtl‘}, that the prostitution of the
sacred diplomatic character was scarcely censured, A
French nunister dared to interfere with our sacred right
of suffrage, and actually organized armed bodies, to in-
vade the territorics of our peaceful neighbors, to resist
the laws, separate the union and overturn the gOovern.
ment.* How wonderlully dificrent are men, in power,
and out of power, viewing the conduct of their own par-
ty, and that of their pohtxcul opponents. 'I'he very men,
who openly advocated the expedition against the Span-
ish provinces, the Kentucky rf'monstrance, and the
whisky insurrection, are now highly oftended at the de-
cent and manly expressions of an oppressed people, dis.
approving the ruinous measurcs of a headstrong admin-
istration.

"The opposition to the administration of Washington
was now so thoroughly organized, that no single act of
his ¢scaped censure. Being then at war with Algiers, a

naval force was absolutely necessary, to defend Jree
trade and satlor’s rights. A bill was passed for building
six frigates, and thus was laid the foundation of that na-
vy, wluch has covered its commanders with laurels, and
our country with glory. In this particular, the party
may claim a small degree of ccnsistency, for they per-
sisted in their deadly hatred to a navy, till the triumphs
of our naval heroes have obliged them, 20 seem, to abate
it. ‘The gun-boat system was the hobb) of the Jeffer-
son party, and on that species of force, truly character-
istic of the administration that planned it, they have was.
ted the mouey and timber, provided by the federalists
for the construction ¢f men-of-war.  Even the late act
{or increasing tl.e navy, by building seventy-fours, could
not have been pussed, had not the federal party given it
their almost unanimous support, a majority of the dem.
ocratic members, voting against it.  Notwithstanding
all this, some of that party are bold enough, to arrogatc
to themselves all the honor, which the tederal frigates
haveaeflecied on the country, and more impudent than

* See Note 24, at the end.
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the harlot before the tribunal of Solomon, claim for their
own, that child they would have « atmnglcd n 1ts cradle,
and would father on the federalists, their litter of abor-
tions.

But th: wisdom of Washington triumphed aver all
opposition, and like a skilful pilot, he brought us through
all the dangers, which surrounded us, and having seen
us fairly launched forth, on the broad ocean of prosper.
ity, oppressed with age and honers, and longing for that
repose ‘‘ which was as welcome as it was necessary,”’
he resigned the command to a man whom he had always
consulted, and who, he x.,:x.pectecl would always iollow
his pohcy *

Scarcely had the commander left the deck, when
black clouds, portending an approachmg storm, darken
the horizon. France thinks she sees, in the growing
power of faction, the means of bringing us into servi-
tude, and with unblushing front, imperiously exclaims,
that she ‘¢ wants money and must have it.”’t  Wash-
ington again hears the voice of his country, flies to her
relief, and places himself between her and danger.—
Struck with the majesty of his countenance, I'rance
shrinks back aghast, and relinquishes her purpose ; fac-
tion hides her head: but, alas, our hero dies at his sta-
tion ! Heaven recalis him to the skies : and our im-
mortal Washington, without a sigh, retires from Earth.
But his virtues shall live iorever, ' the bosoms of his
disciples and followers, * A future Plutrach and a future
Tacitus shall write his hlstory “future Homers and
Virgils shall sing his praise ; and his grateful country
shall raise statues and monuments to his memory. And
when these too shall have fallen victims, to the tooth 0”
time, and the ravages of war, and when our widely ex-

tendéd empire shall be to posterity, what the empires of
Persia, Gréece and Rome are to us, then shall his fame
eclipse that of Cyrus, Alexander, and the Cesars, and
his name shall shed 2 grateful odour, long after the

¥ See Note 3d, st the ‘end.

T The langusge of the French Directory to our Commissioners, when
they demanded 50,000 pounds sterling for an audience,
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names of his contempdraries, who have dened him g
monument, shall have rotted in oblivion,

Thus, fellow- citizens, I have attex‘ipted though with
a feeble pencil, to sketch the origin, the progress and
the conscquences of our independence. I have natur-
ally, and even unavoicably, mingled a few traits of the
character of the hero, who, urder God, assisted us to
gain that mdcpendcncc ; for the life of Washington 1s
written on the brightest pages of American history.

I have, as naturally, introduced the rise and progress
of that political party, which originated in disafiection to
Washington, and his administration, has been kept alive
by the stimulation of the most baneful passions, has cor-
1uptcd our body politic, and if not speedily remedied,
will end in 1ts entire and everlasting destruction.

On cccasions like the present, what can be more edi-
fymg, than to point out to the rising generation, the orl.
gin of those causes, of which they so lamentably feel,

and are to fecl, the sad eftects. In the sequel of my

lan, we me compelled, reluctantly, to turn our eycs
}Jrom the pleasing picture of the Washington, or federal
administration, to contemplate the succeeding events,
which have disgraced and oppressed the countrv under
the administration of the Jeffersonian faction, commonly
denominated the democratic party. Let us be brief ;
for the tale 1s for our enemies. |

~ The opposition party now assuming the name of dem-
ocratic, as more flattering to the vulgar and ignorant, no
longer restrained by the influence or awed by the virtues
ot \Vashmgton, left no scheme untried to subdue the
country to their dominion.  Every malignant passion of
the human breast, every prejudice of lgnordncc cvery
hope of ambition were enlisted on their side. DBy per-
severing industry, undermining policy, fraud and strat.
agem, they at length succeeded 1n getting possession of
the citadel of American rights and libertics. Nor did
they slack their exertions to strengthen themselves when
there. Almost every patriot of the revolution, or [riend
to virtue, religion, or Washington, who held a post of
Lionor or proﬁt, was ejected and their places filled with
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the tools, sycophants and minions of the new dynasty.,
Foreign influence and foreign corruptions were let in on
our country ke a fload, and to secure to themselves the
scum and offscouring, which the tempests of Europe
had driven on cur shores, the birthright of American
citizenship was bartered for a mess of pottage.

When Mr. Jefferson took the helm of state, the po-

litical ship, having been steered by the steddy hand of
Washington and Adams, was gliding along with gentle
breezes, on ¢ the full tide of successful experiment.”
But soon the prospect changed : altering his course for
every trivial occasion, more commanded by his crew
than comimanding, more assiduous to preserve lis pop-
ularity than to deserve it, his compass attracted by for-
eign nduence and disdaining the guidance of the heav.
cniy bodies, he ran the ship among dangers, from which
it was not in his power to extricate her. Under these
circumstances he retired : leaving it to the next watch,
to bring the ship out of the difhculties, he had ran her
into. Unfor tunately, his successor was no wiser than
himself, and stecring the same crooked courses, has
only got farther into danger.
- Should you ask, why, on this joyful occasion, you
- see these visages of sorrow : why the deathlike stiliness
- of your scaports ; why does commerce languish ; and
~our ark covered ships but furnish habitations for the
. timid swallow and the twittering martin? Why has the
- blood of our countrymen manured a foreign soil, and
" why has pestilence and famine thinned their ranks on
. our own sidc of the lakes 2 Why has our inland and
~our maritime fronticr smoked with the conflagration of
-our peaceful cottages and dismantled ships 2 Do you
‘ask these questions 2 You have the right, and undoubt-
.edly every free people have the right, to express their
~opinions, on the conduct of their political servants. God
forbid, that we should ever see the day, when we can
-no longer call them to account ; for then they would
‘becomc our masters, and we their willing slaves.

What then have been the causes, of the decline of
public prosperity, from the happy times of the federal
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sdministration, te the wretchedness of the present day #
And, particularly, let us inquire, what has been the ne.
cessity of the ruinous and disgraceful war, in which we
are at present involved.

Let the government first give their answer, and this
they have artfully done in the President’s war-message
and manifesto.  Many of the charges there made against
the British government, as the causes of the war, only
serve to shew, that the war party had determined on a
war with Britain, and were at a loss for reasons, to al-
ledge for it.  Among these, we notice the attack on the
Chesapeake, which had been already settled to our en-
tire satisfaction : also the charge of instigating the In-
dians, to go to war with us, which rested on no founda-
tion whatever, and was a bare assertion, without the
slightest evidence, and contrary to common sense : for
every one in this assembly knows, that the Indians had
much greater cause {O¥ their enmity to us, than we have
for our war with Englind. and one need not resort to
the stale topic of British gold, to account {or the war in
which we were engaged with them, before our own
Jeclaration against Great-Britain. |

But the orders in council and the impressment of
seamen, were the grand subjects of complaint on which
administration founded their nctions of the justice of the
war.’ .

Little need be said on the {irst artacle, the orders in
council having long since ceased to operate, I will
barely remark, |

I. That France was the first aggressor. The rigor
of the Berlin, Milan and Bayorne decrees, exceeded,
by ten fold that of the British orders in counci!, con-
demning a vessel {or Larely having been boarded by a
British cruiser, or having British merchandize to any
amount, on board, so that, in one 1nstance, a neutral
ship was condemnced, for only a single groce of buttons,
suspected to be British manufacture, and probably, con-
veyed on board by the captors.*  Without scarce a

¢ In snother in-tance a vessel was condemned, for having been in sight
of the British flzet, lying under the island of Anbolt.
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frigate on the ocean, Irance undertonk, to interdict our
commerce with the whole civilized world, except hers
sclf, and her privateers had orders to burn or capture
all American vessels they fell in with, not bound to or
from France, as I know by experience, and huve felt to
my cost.® These orders they cxccuted, to the extent
of their power, not even excepting vessels bound to the
ports of their allies, and even after the pretended repeal
of the abovementioned decrees, and that no more were
burnt or captured, we may thank the British navy,
which kept the French cruisers blockaded in France.
Now had ¢ free trade and sailors’ rights’” been the ob-
ject of our government, would they have passed over ail

this in silence 2 Yet you all know, that these aggress.
lons were passed over in silence, and that the demo-
cratic party and papers, did all they could, to keep out
of sight the piratical excesses of France, while every
nerve was strained, to multiply and magnify the causes
of complaint against Great.Britain.  'War then and not
free trade was their object. ’

1I. The orders in council did not exclude us from
one port in the world, to which the French decrees and
French practice admitted us, some few ports ir France
excepted. No not even to Holland, though an integrat
part of the Irench empire, did Buonaparte permit our
trade, and this hmited trade he still further limited, by
confining it to three ports in the United States, viz.
Newyork, Baltimore, and Charleston : ports in which
democracy and French influepce were triumphant : and
still further these favoured ports, could only send their
vesscls Jaded with colonial produce to the restricted
ports in France, with a I'rench licence, signed by Na-
polcon himself, and granted to a French subject, making
the vessel and cargo entirely Irench property, if we ap-
ply to them Jadge Story’s interpretation of a licence,
and our own actof Congress on that subject.  Is it pos-
sible for any man in his senses to believe, that our gov.
ernment were the friends of ‘¢ free trade and sailors®

* See Note 4:b, at the end.
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rights”” when they gave up the trade of the whole world,
for the privilege of importing a few French fripperies,
ot French account.  No, my fellow-citizens, the orders
in council were the pretext for, but not the cause of, the
war.

III. But why need I enlarge on this subject 2 In
the same week of our declaration of war, Great-Britain
totaily repealed those obnoxious decrees, sent us notice
of it, and gave instructions to Admiral Warren, to con-
clude an armistice, at the same time releasing our ships,
which were then in her ports, and suffering them to re-
turn with rich cargoes. But Madisen spurned their
armistice, and rejected, with disdain, their peaceful over-
tures. 'This plainly shewed, that the orders in council
were not the cause of the war : for had they been the
cause, the war would have ceased, when its cause was no
more. No: our government had resolved on a war with
Great-Britain, while Great-Britain was desirous to be at
peace withus. We demanded that Great- Britain should
give up rigits, which we would not have given up to any
nation under heaven, France excepted. This must suf-
fice for this topic. Should any still doubt, I could pro.
duce a hundred conclusive arguments, to provc that the
orders 1n council are not the cause of the war; but
demonstration is enough.

'The other and only remaining cause, which govern-
nient alledge for the continvance of the war, is the im-
pressment of scamen. Excuse me if, being myself a
seaman, I pretend to know more of this subject than
most of this assembly. It is now more than sixteen
vears since I first went toseca; I have been often board-
ed, by Bitish cruisers, both in the broad and narrow
s2as, 1n Juurope and in the West-Indies, and never wit-
nessed but two impressments.  In one case, the man
was by his own confession Irish, of the country of the
other I am urncertain, but both were without protections,
Hoth within the British dominions, and both were almost
wamediately liberated ; could I complain of this ? and
these two are the only instances which ever came under
my own observation, Nay more, for the five years pre-
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ceding the war, (though in that time, I made four long
voyages to Europe, and three to the W. Indies,) I have
not had a muster roll called, or a scaman asked for a
protection, although my crew have gencrally been half
British, and in four voyages I lay i British ports. But
what do I say ? I know many older ship-masters, who
during their whole lives, never lost an American seaman
by impressment. Now had impressments been so fre-
quent as is pretended, and the abuses so great as have
been represented, 1s itpossible that we could have avoid-
ed seeing it ? No my countrymen ; your credulity has
been abused, and that for the worst purposes; your in-
dignation has been roused, and that for the vilest sinister
ends.

What then, (vou say,) are no natives impressed ? I
grant you there are some ; and whose fault is it 2 Ac-
cording to their own confession; by their own published
documents, you may see, that government could easily
have protected the nutrve Americans; but they have so
identified, mixed and amalgamated us, with the scra.
pings and offscourings of Europe, that it is not to be
wondered at if Britain, in claiming her own seamen,
should sometimes take one of ours.

But some one asks, if government could thus amply
have protected the American seamen, why did they not
do 1t ? Why having disgraced and torn the American
flag, till they have reduced it almost to nothing, have
they attempted to cover all that are willing to sail under
it, and thereby left the native seamen exposed 2 Why
indeed, except to keep the affair of impressment asare-
serve corps to let loose on your feclings, on convenient
occasions, and thus by goading and irritating you, almost
to madness, finally to lead you on to a destructive war;
which annthilates both commerce and seamen, and would
have bound us fast in an alliance with Napoleon, the
destroyer of republicks, had the monster been permitted
to continue his career ¥ But, thanks be to God, he has
fallen s and our government have passed an act for the
exclusion of forcign searnen, which if passed before the
war, would have entirely prevented impressments,

(
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O that I could have the candid attention of my feliow-
citizens, for three hours, that I might undecove them
by my personal experienee, and protessioni .l kiuowledge
of this subject.  But time will not permit, though I am
fully persuaded that the destruction and not the protec-
tion of seamen has been one of the objects of the war.*

But you naturally enquire, ¥ neither the minor cir-
cumstances, nor the orders in council, nor the impress-
ment of seamen, are the causes of the war ; what are
the reasons for it, and how came the country into its
present alarming condition ? I answer; a concatenation
of various circumstances, have contributed to this sad
effect; and as various have been the opinions of the wise
and considerate, m tracing the causes, which have
brought us into our present distressing situation.

Those, most favourable to the administration, have
attributed our calamities to their overheated zeal for the
public honor, which, while it made them very sore to
injuries received from Great-Britain, has blinded them
to the real causes of complaint, which that nation has
against us. ‘¢ The many, as well as the few, are blind-
ed to the rights of others, when conflicting with their
own interests and can madly pursue injustice, without
perceiving that they are in the wrong. They too, not
unfrequently, close their eyes against the plainest evi-
dence and most conclusive reasoning.”t Had we pur-
sued the Washington policy of placing our enemy clear-
ly in the wtong, we might have appealed to Heaven,
with a better conscience. '

Others have attributed our calamities to an overween.
ing attachment, which the majority entertained for
France, and hostility to Britain, and say, that our rulers
have taken every measure, to foster and keep up tiese
foreign aflections and antipathies, to which they in a
great measure owe their elevation : that the executive
has condescended to the meanness of branding, with
terms of contempt and opprobium, every advance of
Great-Britair towards a pacification, while the crimes of

* See Note 5th, at the end.  { Marshall’s Life of Washington,
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¥rance, her degrading insults, the false repeal of her de-
crees, and the lie-direct, are slightly mentioned as court-
ly msincerities, %

Some have imagined, that the cause of war originated
in the desire of the leading party, to stop the aggressions
of France, by an humble acquiescence i her will. For
they well know that Buonaparte had determined to have
no neutrals, and that the eyes of Americans must at
Jength be opened, and their feelings excited, by the con-
tinual insults, burnings and plunderings of the French,
and that a war with that nation must follow, which wouid
be fatal to a party, whose chief support is French influ-
ence and British antipathies. -

Others again have supposed, that our distresses are
occasioned by the anti-commercial spirit of a part of the
Union which would wish to drive us from the ocean to
‘¢ plant the standard of liberty beyond the western moun-
tains,”’ to transfer thither the wealth and population of
the East, and thereby increase the value of the western
Jands and th= influence of the Western States. Un-
doubtedly, the desire of conquering Canada and extin.
guishing the Indian title, by extirpating the natives, has
had its effect, and has moved the tender compassion of
the back-woods-men, who never saw a larger vessel than
the Indian canoe he had plundered, who knows not the
stem from the stern of a ship, a man.of-war from a gun-
boat, or which is largest the Erie or the Atlantic, it is
this has moved the tender compassion, of men of this
character, and made them, all at once, so solicitous for
us seamen and merchants, whom tney always before
dcspt‘ﬁed and oppressed.

‘There have even been some, who have had the tem-
erity to suspect, that the imperial villain, who so lately
tyranized over Europe, who bought the possession of
the royal family of Spain, bribed a minister of Sweden,
and purchased a whole party in the cabinet of Russia,
and who, converted to a shower of gold, had found his
way Into almost every cabinet and fortress in the old

¥ See Note 6th, at the end.
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world, had likewmse extended his golden influcnces to
the new, and having bribed some men, in high places,
to commit small crimes, satun-like, threatened them
with exposure, unless they would commit still greater;
that this was the mcaning of their * being bound to
France and could not go back,” and their speaking so
feelingly ot Buopaparte’s ¢ having a rope round their
necks,”  Does any one ask for cvidence of the fact ?
This 1s the evidence ¢+ We find that the officers of the
¥rench government have declared, that our administra.
tion were seriously disposed and eager to adopt the fas
vourite system of the Einperor of France. Ve find that
the measures pursued by our admiaistration have exuct-
ly comcided with that system, and have direetlv aided
Nupoleon in his mad schemes of aggrandizement, »,hile
they have greatly injurced the best interests of owr own
country, destroyed our cemmcerce and banished our
scamen.  And above all, we find that some of our moust
mmportant measures have been foretold in France, when
they were wholly unforeseen «rd unexpected on this
side the ocean 5 for mstance the first Embuargo, the re.
jection of Jackson, anc the War.  Are we not then al-
nost as certain as 1f a voice from Heaven should assert
it, that there was a fatal influence operating on our couns.
cils which has luid our prosperity in the dust, and which,
without tie timcly eforts of the people to counteract it
by a change of rulers, will soon lay our libertics pros.
trate under the feet of designing demagogucs.

- If we look at the progress of the war we shall find it
conducted with the saume weakness, imbecility and
wickedness with which it was commenced. Do but
regard our military officers and contrast them with those,
who accompiished that independence, whose anniversary
we have assembled to celebrate.  Instead of a Washe
mgton, a Green, a Gates, a Mountgomery, a Sullivan, a
Morgan, a Stark, &c. we behold Wilkiason, Hull,
Smyth, Decarborn, Winchester, Winder, Chandler,
Hampton, - who bave passed bcfore us, in procession, like
the phantoms of the magic lanthorn, one accusing the
other of treason, cowardice and peculation,  Or contrast
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hese Canada heroes with our naval commanders, those
federal men, who in federal ships, have hurled our thun-
der on the ocean, the place, where it has been asserted,
sailors’ rights have been infringed.  When e view el.
ther contrast we sicken at the sight.  And are these thy
support, O America: these thy Samsons and Gideons
who are to deliver thee 2 an army of rificers without
soldiers, and those officers, should we believe their own
accounts of each other, too often dishenest and incom-
petent, and as we have too often witnessed without
character, without responsibility, and without respect,
whose only recommendation to executive favour.is a
blind submission to the will of the party, more danger-
ous to the liberties of their own country, than to the
territories of the enemy.*

But some have trusted in France, and have rested
their hopes on Buonaparte. He too has fallen belore
the spirit of independence, like Dagon before the ark.
'The Iron Colossus that bestrode the world 1s no more :
he has fallen to the ground ; his power has crumbled
into dust. We saw him lead forth his armies, like the
locusts of Egypt; his myriads covered the face of the
earth, like the blasting caterpillar. The remotest capi-
@l of lurope fell before him. Moscow was wrapped
m flames, but it was the funeral pyre of his power.
Hitherto it was permitted to go, and no farther ; and
here were its proud banners stopped. The Sacred
Kremlin mounted to Heaven only to call down Heaven’s
vengeance on its sacrilegious destroyers, and the cold
of the Lord consumed them. 'T'he mighty magician
spake, and lo ! another army as numerous and as well
appointed as the first : but doomed by Heaven to equal
destruction. In vain the impious wretch boasted, that
he had ¢ yoked victory to his car and overruled desti.
ny:” the * God of battles’” was against him. He had
suflered bim to punish the nations for their sins, he had
uscd him as a rod, and the proud monster thought him.
self the agent and not the instrument, But the moment

* Sce Note 7th, at the eund.
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‘we took him for our defence; the moment we declared
war on his side, the Almighty broke the rod he had used
and dashed it to the ground. In vaiu does the battle of
Lutzen revive his hopes ; in vain does the defence of
Dresden for a moment relieve him : the fiat had goie
forth ; the charm was broken. More than forty mill.
jons of men, whom he had subjected by his intrigues,
burst asunder their chains, drove him back to his cap-
ital, trampled him in the dust, and gave liberty to France,
under her legitimate monarch. Where is now thy pow-
er thou impious monster ?  Where is the cup of inchan. -
ments, of which thou hast made all the nations of Eu-
rope to drink, and from the eflects of which we have
not entirely escaped 2 Lucifer has fallen. The World
is emancipated. All the nations that dwell on the facé
of it rcjoice, we, only excepted. , O Heaven! and is it
thus ¢ Was our cause linked with that of the tyrant ?
Must we only be sad, while all the world réjoices ? Yes,
thus it is. O disgrace to the cause of liberty ! O dis-
grace to republican government ! O shame, everlasting
shame to my country. Tell it not in Europe.  Publish
it not to the world. Write it not on the page of histo-
ry ; that the only republic in the whole world, was the
only nation, fighting on the side of the tyrant, when he
fell. R
But is there no glimmer of light in this dreary scene ?
no ray to enliven this cheerless gloom ? Hark ! T hear
the sound of cannon.  View there our little navy, almost
the only relics of federal policy ; which, like the ruins
of Palmira in the trackless desert, only serves to shew
the wisdom of its founders, or like a flash of lightning
in a tempestuous night, as brilliant, but alas, as transient
too ! Yet even here are heart.rending scenes.  See the
gallant Lawrence stretched a clay cold corpse on his
quarter deck ; covered with the colours he had so well
defended, honored by his enemics even in death, See
Burrows, Allen, and many a brave fellow more, suffer-
ing the same fate ; view them, and with bitter tears,
lament, that such blood should be shed in support of
the doubtful right of protecting foreign rencgadoes. See.
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then our frigates dismantled and our sailors marched te
defond our western frontiers, leaving our seacoasts de-
fenceless to the mercy of the enemy ; and alas, you see
our only hope expire !

It is not my intention to point out all the subjtcts, on
which we have a right to complain; much less to crim-
inate the whole democratic party, or cast unqualified
censure on any class of my fellow.-citizens ; and far be
it from me to apply to the whole body of that party, in-
discriminately, the just accusations which should be
brought against many of their leaders. For there are
men among our opponents, who if they followed the
unprejudiced dictates of their own consciences would be
ornaments to socicty ; men who have a high sense of
honor and patriotism, and a hearty zeal for their coun-
try’s cause, though perhaps, not accoxdm{g to knowl-
cdge. Many misled by the prejudices of education,
‘amlly connections or other circumstances, give all their
~energy to support a cause, which they think to be the
~cause of their country. But could that cause be seen
by them, in the same light in which we view it, they
“would immediately abandon it. Their intention 1s
good, though their judgment be wrong. To these cit-
izens America turns her eyes, and implores them to
consider the party and the politics they are supporting,
ere our liberties are swallowed up by anarchy, or over-
whelmed by despotism.

“ Unhappil’, (says Washington,) it is one of the evils
of democratic governments that the people not always
seeing and frequentlv misled must often feel before they
can act right.””  Great 1s the obstinacy of the human
heart, and difficult to be subdued. How mortifying to
the prlde of human nature to confess error, and how
few have the magnanimity to allow that they have been
misled. It becomes us therefore to reccive, with open
~arms those who embrace the cause of truth, and to vield
- to them, who have the candour to allow that thei con-
fidence has been misplaced, the preference over those,
who have never been tried. It is our duty cordially to

embrace honest men of all parties, and as far as possible
put bounds to party spixit,

?
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But above all things, my fcllow-citizens, let me coite
jure you to obey the laws, when constitutionally enacted
and executed, and pay your share of the increased pub-
lic burthens, when legally demanded.  Shew to the
world the falsehood of those slanderers, who charge the
federal party with opposition to government.  What is
opposition to government 2 Is decent and manly remon.-
strance ; 1s complaint, that last right of the oppressed ;
1s detectlon of error or exposure of crime ; are these
opposition to governmenut? No: error (says Washing-
ton) is the portion of hurianity, and to censure it, wheth.
er committed by this, or that public character, 15 t/e
prerogative of freemen.”” If such censure be crime,
I have Washington’s sanction, and shall always be crim.
inal.

Remember my countrymen these maxims of Wash.
ington : ““ If we desire to avoid insult we should always
be prepared to repel it. If we desire to pursue peace it
must be known that we are at all times ready for war.?*’
Smile on every cndeavor of effectual defence ; and
should the cnemy invade our country, shew that the
disciples of Washington are the first to follow his exam.
ple. But at the same time suppress not your disappro-
bation of an administration that have cruelly plunged us
into a war, which, just or unjust, necessary ci unneces-
sary, we were totally unprepared for,

Always bear in mind that virtue and Anowledge arc
the pxll.xrs of a republic, and elect no man to othce who
has not both these qualifications. In selecting a candi.
date, consider not so much, the influence he may have
over others, as his own intrinsic excellence. Rather
vote for a good man of an opposite party, than a bad man
of your own. Would you trust the public purse with
a man vou would not trust with your own 2 Would
you choose for the guardian of the liberties of vour chil-
dren, the man whom you would not trust with their
])czmmony

‘“ Always regard unioN as the Palladium of your

fiherties and distrust the patriotism of those who i any

ey T R
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guarter may endeavour to weaken its bands.”’®* The
South is already borve down, with the accumulation of
new territory.  Should the North too receive an addi-
tional weight, by the conquest of the Conadas, as was
anticipated by the friends of the war, nothing but a
greater degree of wisdom and virtue, than commonly
falls to the lot of man, can keep us together.  The wis-
est legislators of the ancients restricted their republics
to a small extent of territory.  Under such wise regu.-
lations, Lacedemon, Corinth, Athens, Thebes, and the
other republics of Greece flourished in liberty, sccurity
and happiness, many centuries. DBut the desire of en-
larging their dominions inflamed their minds, and they
fell a prey to designing demagogues, who became re-
morseless tyrants. Thirsting for the conquest of Sicily,
and deceived by the arttul Alcibiades, Athens determines
on the fatal expedition. In vuin Socrates the wise, and
Nicias the prudent oppose the unjust and unnecessary
war. A host of hungry ofhice-seckers turn the popular
clamour against them, and Alcibiad=s the demagogue
prevails.  The flower of the Athenian youth fall under
the walls of Syracuse ; their shipping became a prey to
the enemy; Alcibiades turns traitor to his country ; and
Athens is ruined. Canada has proved to us a Sicily.
If Quebec has not proved a Syracuse, is it not because
our armies have only got there as prisoners 2 And if
Wilkinson has not proved an Alcibiades, is it not owing
to his want of telents to complete the character ?

But it is riot alonc from addition of territory that the
danger of division arises. Internal feuds, geographical
distinctions and party spirit may be no less fatal. Do
not forget, while you charitably forgive, the conduct of
the present ruling party, while they were n the minor-
ity ; their opposition to the Constitution, their threaten-
ing remonstrances, their rebellion against necessary tax-
ation, and their openly avowed plans of separation. Re-
member these things not for the sake of exciting party
ammosity, but-that you may shun aline of candnct.

* Washington's Valcdictory:
D
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which all good federalists have always blamed, and I
trust will always continue to abhor. Forno tVIl can be
50 greut to us as separation, except the loss of L1BERTY
itself ; and until a period should arrive, similar to that
Wthh severed us from Great-Britain, let us look on
separation with distrust. Rather than separate, let us
patiently endure to see our commerce destroycd, and
our weaith and populauon transported to the West, un.
der the pretence of carrying on a war for its support.
Rather than separate, let us see our constitution violated,
our bill of rights infringed upon, the vilest men exalted
to the highest offices, and foreigners permitted to rule
the nation. Rather than separate let us see, without a
murmur, our nation oppressed with debt, wlnle it has a
dollar of credit, and with taxes, while it has a cent to
pay, and pauently bear more than our proportion of that
taxation, while we have less than our proportion of rep-
resentation. Let us too, sooner quictly see our remon-
strances treated with contempt and our complaints con-
strued into treason. Aud if any one, in this assembly,
wishes any thing further, let him add it to this catalogue
of grievances, and then, rather than separate, let us pa-
tiently bear all these harlships, and even more, while
there is any hope of iedress.  And, further, when all
hope of obtaining justice has vanished, and no alterna-
tive remains but slavery, or separation, even then, let us
pause, before we adopt the dreadful choice, of parting,
¢¢ peaceably if we can, forcibly if we must.”

But why this sombre picture 2 Why this dreadful
anticipation of evils which may yet be prevented. Lt
us rather on this auspicious birthday of our country,
hail its future happy destiny ; for bappy it shall be.

‘The truth shall prevail.  Yes, the principles of Wash. -

ington shall again prevalil, ncva more to be disregarded.

Our bewildered countrymcn shall return to the right
path, wiser for their former errors, never more to be led
astray. Rdlgxon, virt.w. and knowledge shall rule and
reign, and thc empuie of PEacEe shall be established.

Union shall be secured. ¢ The North in an unrestrain.
ed intercourse with the South. The South, 1n the same
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intercourse, benefiting by the energy of the North. The
last, in a like intercourse with the West, and the West
deriving from the East supplies requisite for its growth
and comfort.”*  Qur happy country ¢ dispensing equal
and exact justice to all nations, and forming entangling
alliances with none,” shall float peaceably down the
stream of time, with the full tide of prosperity, and her
felicity be only bounded by the Karth’s duration.—
And to God shall be the glory. |

* Washington’s Valedictorys
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NOTES.

I.
Extracted from Bache’s fiafier of Seprt. 1, 1792,

“ At a meeting of sundry inbatitants of the western counties of
Pennsylvania at Pittsburg, on the 21st of Aug. 1792, Col John
Cannon was placed in the chair and Albers Gallatin, appointed
clerk.

['he excise law of Congress being taken into consideration, a
committee was appointed, to prepare a draught of resolutions, ex.
pressing the sense of the meeting, on the subject of said laws, ==
Adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow.”

The following is one of several resolutions unanimously adofiteds

“ And whereas some men 4e found amongst us, so far lost to
every sense of virtue and feeling for the distresses of this country
as to accept offices for the collection of this duty,
- Resolved therefore that in future we will consider such persons
unworthy our friendship, have no intercourse or dealings with
them, withdraw from them every assistance and witlhihold the
comforts of life, which depend on those duties that as men and
fellow-ciuzens we owe each other, and upon all occasions treat
them with the contempt they deserve, and that it be and is hereby
most earnestly recommended to the people at large to follow the
sume kind of conduct towards them.

(Signed,)  Jorwn Canxon, Chairman.
ALBERT GaLLATIN, Clerk.”

The end of these things was an insurrection of the democrats

agalnst government, which cost near a million to subdue.

II. |

Genet not only had a hand in the invasion of East-Florida and
the Whisky insurrection. but the following extract from a Vir.
ginia paper of these times, will shew, what was the opinion of
democrats, in general, of Union and Washington’s administra.
tion.

“ RICHMOND, JULY 3J1l.
& Notice is hereby given,

“Theat in case the treaty entered inte by that damned arch trai-
tor John Jay with the Bruish tyrant, should be ratified, a petition
Wwill be presented to the next General Assembly of Virginia, at
their next seswion, praying that the said state may recede from
the Uuder and be left under the government and protection of
one hundred thousand {ree and independent Virginians ”

Yt these same democra's, have now the émfiudence to call

themselves the friends of Union and of Washington, as well as of
comieice and a navy,
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IIL
The following extract from Gen. Washington’s letter {o John
Adams, on his accepting the command of the American army, in

the war with F'-.mce, will show what was his opinion of Mr. Ad.
ams’ administration.

After stating his reluctance, * at so late a pericd of life, to enter
on the boundless field of pablic action,” he continues ;

¢ Believe me, sir, no one can more cordially approve the wise
and firudent measures of your administration, Zhey ought to in-
shire universal confidencc, and will; no duubt, vuinbined with the
state of things, call from Congress such laws and means, as will
enable you to meet the full force and extent of the crisis.

¢ Satisfied, that you have sincerely wished. and endeavoured, to
avert war, and exhausted to the last drop the cup of reconciliation,
we can, with pure hearts, appeal to heaven, for the justice of our
cause.”

What effrontery then is necessary for the democrats. to claim
Washington, while they vilify his conduct, and the administra-
tion of Adams, which he approved, and at the seme time. idelize
Jefferson, his greatest enemy, and the fnend of Paine, Duane and
Callender ?

Tom Puaine, in his newspaper letter to Washington, writes
thus : I declare myself opposed to almost the whole of your ad-
ministration, for I know it tc have been deceirful if not even prer-
Jidious. And 2s to you sir, treacherous in firivate friendship, and a
hyfocrite in prublic life, the world will be puzaled to decide whether
you are an aficszate or an imfiostor ; whether you have abandoned
good principles or whether you ever bad any.” This fellow was
invited to return to the United States, in a nationsal vessel, by Mr.
Jefferson, ¥ o continue his useful labours, (i, e. vilifying the chris-
tian religion and the federal admibistration,) and reaf: the reward,
in the thankfulness of nations.”

When Washington retired from office, Duane, in his Aurora,
exults that Washington, ¢ the man who is the source of the migfor.
tunes of our country, is this day rcduced to a level with his fellow-
citizens, and no longer possessed of power, to mul-ifily evils on the
United States. If ever there was a period of rejoicing this is the
mument. Every heart ought to beat high with exultation, that
the name of Washington from this day ceases to give currency lo
folitical iniquity, and to legahze co-rufition

This vagabond forexgner, who has the impudence, to call Amer-
ica Ais country, was the intimste friend ot Jefferson, and received
from him the office of stationer to Congress, and has been made

a colonel in the army I believe, that Duane resigned on beirg
ordered, by Fustis, to the frontiers, having ’listed to firint not to
Jigkty and that this order cost Fustis his office of Secretary of War,
and that Duane has been reappointed,
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From Callender's Prospect before Us, I make no extratt, The
whole was an abuse of the person and administration of Wash=
ington ; for which, he confesses, that Mr Jefferson guve him
fifty dollars in cash, and unconstitutionally remmed hirn a fine of
200 dollars more.

If it was necessary, I could adduce many more documents ta
show, who were the friends of Washington, and who were his en-
€mies ; but, if a man is not convinced by the above quoted paras
graphs, neither would he  helieve thaugh ane rose from the dead.”,

IV.

On the 7th of Nov. 1809, on my passage from London to Charles-
ton; in ballast, i was boarded by a French privateer, of 16 guns and
105 men, six days-out of Bourdeaux, commanded by Juseph Pre-
die, who informed me. that he should burn my ship, as he dare
not do otherwise, shewing me an order of Bonaparte, issued on
the 19th of Sept and to go into efizct on the i0th of Oct. to burn
all such neutral (i e. Amencan) vessels not worth carrymg in,
which they should fall in with, bound to or from, a port not in am-
ity with France ; and ‘o let noue escape, on pain of capital pune
ishment, I expostulaied with Capt. Predie, on the mjusuce of
these decrees, saying, ¢ we are not at war with France.” . He
laconically replied, * ma foi Monsieur, but France is with you »

I however forcibly appealed to the gallantry of the F renchman,
in behalf of Mrs L. who was ¢n board, and manifested a deter-
mination of perishing with her, in the flames, rather than: to ¢x-
pose her to the complicated sufferings, she must endure, on board
a privateer  This was successful. By giving him a receipt for
the ship, and also a certificate which he dictated, purporting that
I was from Gibraltar, and had the plague on boa:d, he dismissed
me, (as he informed me at the risk of his life,) but not till his offi~
cers had plundered me of my provisions, small stores, live stack,
watch, compasses, spy glasses, quadrants. and in short every thing
they could lay their hands on, together with my own and Mrs.
L’s. clothing. In return they gave me a piece of fresh beef, some
sour claret and some apples, wishing me a bon voyage, e~ ase
suling me, that they ¢loved the Americans very much ”

By what I could understand by capt. Predie, aund others since,
this schooner formerly belonged to a great democrat of Baltimore,
whence she sailed to St Domingo, notwithstanding our servile
act, prohibiting that trade, by the demand of Napcleon.: She are
rived in the Chesapeake, after the embargo, put into a small creek,
where she changed her crew, and (with what papers I cannot pre«
tend to say) cailed again for Bourdeaux, where she was condemn.
ed vessel and cargo by Bona, (whether (o inforce 4is embargo act
or Ais St. Domingo act, I cannot say,) and the preceeds placed in
the * chest of death,” to wait the political conduct of the former




31

owner. This is the second French cruiser I ever fell in with, and

iortunately, both times, in ballast, for with these lovers of Amer-

jcans, * bon cargo is bon prize.”

My treatment from the British has been exactly the reverse, of
~what I have received from the French. I never suffered the least
hindrance, by unnecessary detention, nor have I the least cause of
complaint agaiust them whatever. On the contrary, I have re-
ceived from them, aid, comfort, and protection, without the least
compensation, though I never but once, could prevall on any one
of them, to receive any ching from me, without paying its value.

I had extracted from wmy journals some instances of their gen-
erous treatment to me, but I found them too voluminous for insere
tion in these notes. But of this I am fully convinced, that this
nation, against whom we have declared war, have given more
protecuon to our commerce, than our own government have done,
and in the seven years preceding the war, beside the captures they
have prevented, have retaken from the French and their allies,
and restored to us, more property than our government can fire-
tend or by any documents show, that the British cruisers have taken
from us.

' _ V. :

On this sutject, I refer the candid inquirer aftev truth to Mr.
Taggart s address to his constituents, which I believe to be the
‘airest statement of the subject, ever exhibited ; and it perfectly
izcords with my own personal observation. With him, I am per
fectly persuaded, that Great-Britain has given up to our claims a
| greater number of her own subjects, than ever she retained of real
Y Americans, and that any have been detained, is the fault of our
i own government, in not even atfemfiting to make any distinction
i in brammg protections.
¢ 1owe it to the cause of truth, here to remark, that I have had,
¥ in my mind, sorne indistinct ideas of another case of impressment,
§ but having caretully mspected my ]oumals, I could find nothing:
¢ ofit, a:d T am morally certain, .that so interesting an affair, could
¥ not have escaped my observation ; yet, I thought it my duty, te
§ mention it.  Also, I think, I should mention, that on the 9th of

& Juve, 1811, off the Naze of Norway, I was boarded by the Plover,
British sloop of war, the commander of which informed me, that
he bad that day, taken out of an American ship, a man, who had

‘ff deserted from ki, about a year before, in Winga Sound ; that the
} ™an had altered his name, and had a fair American protection, and
; that he bad discovered him by accident. He also mentioned hav.
mg impressed another man from an American ship. It was for-

b tunate he did not examine my crew, for I verily believe, that

§ gmegt myself, and the cook, there were not two Americans o
oar

h
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Vi

Mr. Madison’s proclamation states, that the Berlin and Milun
decrees ceased to operate on the first day of Nov., 1810 and that
in consequence thereof, ¢ our restrictive energies” should cease
to operate, With respect to Frence. Now it is certain, that the
French decrees, in guestion, still continued to be the % fundamens
tal laws of the French empire” long after that date ; and that the
act, repealing: them, was not. pubhsh..d, until May," . 812, when it
is presumed, that it was known in France, that our country was
to be at war with Englaid, and this 1epealing decree was dated
in April, 1811, and said to be in consequence of the repeal of our
restrictive laws, thus giving the Je direct to our chief magistrate.

VII.

God forbid, that I should indiscriminately blame a whole class
of my lellow-citizens, or speak so disrespectfully of al the officers
of the army, as the democrats.do of too many of them. But withe
out fear of contradiction, I may assert, that his:ory, though it may
show a set of officers of worse moral characier, never exhibited
so great incompetency. W ho would have believed, or dare affirm,
three years ago, that the whole United States could not, by this
time, have taken the petty province of Canada, that * potatoe
patch,” which our democrats told us, was to be reduced in six
weeks 2 If our failures are not owing to the incompetency of our
officers, to what cause are they owing ¢ ;

Y

Eyrrata.~In the last line in the 8ih page, before ¢ political,” insert a:
In the last line in the 14th page, for  Without,” read With,



