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NOTE.

Tir folloving Address iz publi-hed at the request of a num- -
ber of friends, tor whose opanions and wishes the Author fecls
arewd respect. They hine been pleased to express their ap-
probation of the “ulea ad atempt 1o establish i our couns-
try*the cnstom of Relicions Celebrations of American Indepen-
dence, ax ealenlated to give a higher tone to the feelings of the
conununty aned bave thoneht thit the publication of the Ad-
dress mreht hiave some 4endeney 1o attract attention to the ime

borl_q[ucu ol such Celebratons
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THI great event which we this dav commemo-
vate forms the boundary hne between the dakness

and the Licht i our national history @ and it oueht,
forever to be assoenmted e the minds of NYmerteans
. with a recollection of the ealamties and trinnnphs,
~the feeble ifaney and the expanding grow iy, of ouy
mtive land.
- * The enthusmsm of - the venerable Adams did not
deceive him, when, in the ™ first olow of  dratelil
jov at the consummation of an event for which he
hivl lone panted and toiled, he deelared his heliet,
that the day on which the -Declaration of Indepen-
dence was mrule would  be ¢ eelebrated by sne-
ceeding generations as the greeal anneversacy fosti-
vul? For ittty veses i N heen celebrted < waith
pomps, shows, aes, hll“llﬁ, SIS, hells, honfires,

7 and not altozether-without s sol-

an:d thiommntions ;
chin aels, ol devotion to \Iml"lll\. Cod.” 1t |ht3_,...f~

never I)l'l ‘11 [H Illllll"'. 1) | 2SN ll\.. W IHIHIII ‘-IHHIIIIHIIII”

our coworvien rom their dualy woils, to particimite,

with alad hewrts, iy the. duties and CllJtnult,u[s 0f
i o '”HS "'I'U;ll. festival Of ljl_u_,j“
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But it is in the pature of the human mind to lose
its susceptibility of excitement from ideas frequently
repeated, or from scenes often_witnessed.  There
has heen, for several years, a trmdu.ll abatement of
the fervour which signalized the earlier celebrations
of this day.  The hcmt ol the nation is less power-
fully moved.  The ¢ hord of publick feeling responds
less strongly to the note of festivity., Um! reason
{or this may be, that the recallections and medita-
tions appropriate to the day have hecome familiar,
and have, in consequence, parted with some portion
of their power to arouse the mind. |

Another reason may be, that the generation, who
partcipated in the sorrows and joys of the revolu-
tionary. period, have, with comparatively few excep-
tions, passed away.  The firm hearts and the strong
hands which were then busy in their cottry’s ser-
vice, have become enfeebled by age, or-are cold in
death. A new race have sprung up, who were born
and nurtured mmid the peace and prosperity of our
national independence. We canuot feel as our
fathers felt.  We have known nothing of the mmpa-
tient indignation with which they watched the pre-

“tensions and projects of usurping power ; the anxious
strugele between the resolution to resist, and the
consciousness of inadequate strength; the martyr-like
firmmess with which the decisive act of separation
was at last perforped ; and all the absorbing carnest-
the dabions contest was mamtam-

NeSS Wi whiceh
led, il it issded o the complete - ctohhshment
wmdrpendence. Those who did witness and

el all this, cannot foreet it: and to them tus
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day has a voice of power.to recal from the long
departed  years, scenes, which renew 1 their ho-
soms the feclings of the times that trjed men’s
souls. |

But we,, who have come into Iife at a later and
happicr period, candot fecl so inteuse a concern i
the events of the revolution.  There are no vivid
contrasts in our memory.  We look back to those
~events as matters of history, daily recedmg farther
into the dimness of the past, though deeply mterest-
ing to us as parts of our matiowal annals, and as con-
accted, with the happiness of our present condition.
The present generation cannot bring to the celebra-
tion of this day, that freshness and energy ok per-
sonal feehne, which made 1t a jubilee to the -
mediate actors i the scenes of the revolution.

[t 15, however, what the dying Adams called it,
“a oreat and a good day.” 1t ought to be held n
cverlasting remembrance, and conscerated by this
nation to joyful and devout thankfulness, and to'a
solemn renewal of her vows to be faithful to her
duties. ’

But to preserve the day from comparative neglect,
and to perpetuate it in our calendar, as- the “gicat
anniversary festival,” it is necessary to adopt another
mode of celebration.  Nothing which is dependent
on human feelings, and worldly principles, ean he
permancnt.  Man himself is as frall as the flower of
crass. s joys and sorrows agitate his own heart,
but they seldom leave any mark on the succeeding
cenerations. |



()

~Nothing is permanent but Grod; and therefore
lmlhin:; i ('lul_ur(r, which does not connect i!se"
with him. 11, thea, we would preserve this anniver-

sary from the fate- which hef :l"s homan thinds, we
must conneet it with l(.:ll‘.{'l_(m. We must call in the
aid of her evetlasting prineiples, and give permanen-
¢y to the celehrmtion of ths dn;, hy stamping on it
the dmpress of a religions dutve To will then tuke
vitnh snony the imperishable wemorials of Zion.

S We wonld not be understoord 1o intimate an indis-
crontte consure of the sl modes of celebration.
[t s soncCmes, perhaps, be weeful to stir the
beart by miliewy splegdonr, b the roar of artillery,
and o thevoice of eloynence. There may be hizh
morel ses ne the @ storted wn and animated hust,”
Poctey may inspire and nouwrish pratriotism,

Bt besides tie objection thir pu':hf K festivity s
apt 1o ssue 1 nosy and wastelul dissipation, it is
e unhrppy tendeney of the usual methods of cele-
bratine tips and other similar Oreasions, 1o strength-
e the commoi |:|‘npl~|l~4il_} 1o ll\; our ‘atteption on
visible azencies. Man, the feeble and transitory
istrument. is placed prominently in view, while
God is almost forzotten, The martial - parade,
the banner, the eannon, the music k, all spml\ of the
caibantry and pride of mean. Pheorator dwells with
“enthasiesm on the intrepidity, the sufferings, aid the
troenphs ol otir fathers. The monument records
thenr mmes, or marks out, for the cunosity and prons
aratitrde of futwre generations, the places where
they faneht or fell. Pomtine spreads out hier can-

viss, and Preserves ther teatures trom the poner of
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death. -~ Seulpture commemorates their forms, when

“the body itsell” has crumbled mto dist. Poetry
utters a strain of culogy, which may ontlive the
marhle. |

Amid all this praise of the statesman and she hero,
there may be no recolleetion of God, the blesseil and
only Potentate.  Obelisks and p_}‘l‘;l;nl'i(ls record not
the praises of Jehovali.  The orator too often for-
rets his transcendent name.  Painting and sealp-
ture still, as in classick azes, employ their proudest
skill for the idolatry of humman virtue and Tenius, It
IS S arcely Ao much o say, that the Muses are yet
pagans, )

How it 1t i<, then, for Christians to assemble on
this dav ;. and while they eall to vemembrance the
deeds and sufferings by which our mdependenee was
won : while They trace the history of our country
from her ey to her present state of  happ-
ness: oand while they anticipate, with joytul hope,

er future prosperity, to present the tribute of grate-
fa) hearts on the altar ol Jehovah. \\'h_ilu we with-
hadld no <uitable expression of regard for the e
org of the men whom he inspived with the forecass
oo '\t't'l‘.ll, aul the flll'lilil(!l' L0 l'l“ﬂi?'-[, :!Hn'n:ll‘llillg
tvrapiny, whom he sheltered o the day of battle,
Z—and whose toils he rewarded with vietory, we should
devomtly acknowicdee, on this dav of our country’s
jov, that to the God of natioys belongs our first and
foudest praise. His anmn protected the hude and ad-
venturous bands, who, at different pomts along our
coast, kid, the foundations of this great republick.

He drove out the heathen, and planted this vine.
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which has since covered all the hills with its ferfile
houghs, and, gladdeued the vallies with. its luxuri-
ance.  He rode in the whirlwind and direcied the
storm of the revolution. He cnhfrhtcned the minds,
and united the hearts of our countlyma,n, and cna-
bled them to sacrifice their }:ro_]udu*m, and harmonize
their jarring intepests, and throw around the ‘States
of our confederacy a boud of brotherhood, which has
hitherto hound them fast togcther; which has made
us .great and a happy people, the example, the
"eglkdm" and the cheering light of the struggling na-
tions ;3 and which, we devoutly hope, will hesome
sstronzer and  dearer, linking heart to heart, and
binding State to State, witl a closer tie, through all
the coming generations,  He has protected us from
foreien hostility and domestiek discord.  He hag
filled our hearts with food and gladness. ~ He has
riven siteeess to the indostry of  our countrymen.
[l is now bestowing on us peace and. unrivalled

) Y

Prosperity.,
F.oet us, thewn, 'nmd the animating rorn“ortmm 'lnd

hopes of this day, praise him with joyful [ips. Let
the strong sensé of our present happiness enliven our
pious gratitade.  Let us, in his presence, acknowl-
cdze hun to he the author of our nattonal prosperity,
and, contessing onr dependence on him, let us on
this, and every day, ask for the continuance of Ins
aracions tavour.

L.t use too, on this day, deliberately meditate on
~the miterests of the nation let us reflect on the
o springs of her prosperuty, and the sowrces of her
dancers: and let us elevate our minds to an en-
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Jareed estimate of onr duties as citizens.  We shall
thus more deeply feel our obligations to praise the
Lord for his manifold henefits 1 and shall more elear-
Iy seey that strong as our country s mstittitions ave,
and elevated as may be her position among e na-
tions, Jehovah alore can preserve her from the nu-
merons perils which may else work out her ruin,

I need not now enlaree on the rapid arow th and
prosperity of the nation.  Yon are all the clad,
witnesses of her happiness and advinemz power
You all feel, i vour andnylual nelits, aud daily
comforts, the benten influence of her free instit-
tions.  We enjov all the iberty which is-possibile,
or deswable, m this disordered world,  The Taws
meet us only as auardiims and protectors @ and are o
terror to none bhut evil doers,

A.i;r'u:lllt-m‘(‘:;'(‘mnfn’urru, manufaetares and the me-
chameal arts, are as prosperous perhaps as the situa-
tion of the world, and the various interests of " differ-
Llll w('lm-n lll lht‘ tmltlll'\., Wil Iwnml

l’lvnt\ overspreads the land. There mav he. it

15 trie, much poverty and even suflering @ hut these,
t{i SOME CNTCNT, SPring |:t*{'<~-:-..tl"l|\ Irom the condition

- hunsin soc 1111. rom 1he dispensations of l’umr'
dvnf:‘ and 1 ono osinall deoree from the vices of

Cmkind, Our conntey inereases faster in popula-
tion, power and wealthe thau any other nation: and
Sour cttizens wngrestionablve enjov an unesxampled
measure ol the blessimoes ot freedom, know ledee and
plenty. |

But ghere is no dnmingled ]mpp:m-n allotted m

this world to individuals or 1o fnllllllllllilit“-- Thiere
¥

#’
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is no situation, however prosperous, which is not
exposed to perils 3 and it is often the case, that the
sources of prosperity are themselves the springs of
dimgerg as the stream which b autifies and fertilizes
the region through which it flows, hecomes, w hen,
swollen to a terrent, the instr_liln({nt of devastation
and death.

This is the fact, in regard to our national: con-
ditton.  Fhe ngh EI(]\:H]I;I;_{(‘S which distinguish us
from all other nations, clevate us to wonderful pros-
pllllﬂ hut they expose us, by this fery (‘lt,hltlon,
to-more numerous dangers, and to the peril of a
more precipitate and fatal fall.

. Our perfeet freedom is one of the chief causes
ol onr national happiness and growth.  To all classes
of " citizens, (with- one melancholy  exception) the
avenues 1o |':m\'vr, to wealth, to distinction,-to pleas-
~are.are thrown open. Here are no artificial. dis-
tmetions, grown up_into sohdity from the ignorance
ol former ages, to oppose the free exereise of talent,
aud the adviuce of” aspiring genius. - Here are no
peculiar priviléees of birth, nor monopolies of office.
The rewards of industry, talents, patriotism, and
learning,  are lwutumd on the suceesstul @ com-
petitor, without an’inspection of his gencalogy.  The
fountains of knowledee arg open to all.  "Thought
is {ree. The press is under no-restrictions, but those
which the laws provide for the guardianship of pri-
ate reputation.  Religious opinion has here to
contend with 1o combatant, but pride, 1gnorance,
and depravity.
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This perfeet freedom has maparted and s deily
riving an waparalleled impodse to all tie enereres of
= = I | . ‘

©oour countrvinen. 1t operates, with the most ansji-

-—

by

ciogs effeets to eall to exercise the talents and
virtues of all classes of men. Tt summons o the
cmnpvtiliﬁn for  honour and uv:ilfh.. all who choose
to cuter the hstsy and aicimpels onward e®ery man
m that path which he has selecte d. 1t develops,
nourishes and mvicor: LE“ s tale LI RTTLITS lwna N CHTIOL,
stimulates enterprise, and cusures “the aceomplish-
ment of whatever can he done for "the mercase [ of
our national lnmlwlil\ [t prepares an ample sup-
ph of talent and experience for all the oftiees ol
trust and power: aud thus provides for the able
discharge of the functions of legislators and  mazis-
trates.

These are amone the mestimable fruits of our

freedom, and to these, with the biessme of God, 1t

1s. meunly. to he aseribed, that by so steady and rapid
a progress, mprovement  has advinced from the
rochs of Plvmouth, and the bwks of James river,

levelhng  the  torests; baildmg up etties, rearing

Churches, Schopls and Colleges spreadimg i -
tethaent, hardy, and industrions popukation over the
face of a culuvated and thrivine Eond, until the shores
of the Ilakes, and lhl‘ viley of the '\ﬁr-:r-:iwiplri; hiive
beeome the abode of freemen, and the boundaries
of our national (lmnmn hiave been extended from sea
to e, and from the lakes to the Gulr of Mexieo.
[t is this irrepresgible spic of frecdom, which has
coverced the ocean with our commerce, and unturled

LI | &

our “star spangled banner™ m every sea-port of the
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clohe.  Ttis this, which has made the wilderness a
fraieful feld, which has pierced our mountaing and
brideed one vallies with roads and canals, which
s covered the hanks of our Fivers with.manufac-
turine indastry, amd their waters with the steam-

¥

bo:t. ] .

But this freedom, so powerful and so beneficent,
i~ still an engine of fearful strength, which may be
pepverted o the destruction of all the happiness
which 1t las contribiuted to produce.

The equality, to which allusion has just heen
made, while it is an mestimable frait of our free msti-
tutions, and is one of the mamsprings of our nationl
prosperity, may have produced anunfivourable efteet
on the character of our eitizens. dtis an equality of
diolits rather than of condition : for there are differ-
cnces of talent, and of creenmstances, wlhieh mevita-
blv prodace corresponding inequialitios in the condi-
tion of mamhied. Thoueh the avennes to wealth are
open o all. vet afl oot press forward 1o the prize
with equal skill, energy, and sueeess.. Thoush the'
fountiins of knowledae are unscaled, and whosoever
will may drink freclve vet all cannot repair to them.
This is a world of viewssitude, in which the race s
not alwavs to the swilt, nor the baitle to the strong.
But in this count™y, as in evers other, men il strive
to rival and swrpass their fellow men; and some
line of discrimmation will be drawn,

In this country wealth constitntes the oreat dis-
tincton. 1t s the casiest road  to pre-enunencee,
and s consequently thronzed. Fvery thing else I
t Id suburdinate to this all-controlhne amm.  In coun-
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tries. where artificial and hereditary distinetions ¢x-
ist, wealth cannot enable s POSSCESSOr 10 sUrinount
the barriers which protect the privileged  orders.
- The, poorest nobleman s nevertheless syperior in
rank. to the most oprilent commoner. But wealth
forms our Ameriecam nobility. It is permitted o
compensate for the W: ant of talent and learning. 1t
1s supposed to digmly vulgarity of manners, and to
aive respectability torignorance.  Tts allowed even
to atone for many moral deficiencies and 1t often
wives extensive influence, and a passport o good so-
ciety, to men, who would he despised and eapelled,
i they were not shielded by the panoply of wealth.
* The effeet of this on our national character is -
Jurtous.  The mere fove of money is an iguoble pas-
Sston, and 1t degrades the mind and corrupts the heart
over which 1t bears swav.  Ies inconsistent with
enfarged patriotisme It s, o 1ts essenae, selfish
and 1t looks only to present advantages. A man
thoroughly under 1t dominion will not submit to the
Jeast sacerifice, 1o promote the welfare of U mhu
class of citizens.  He withholds aid from every
project of improvement. unless the road” o he con-
structed, or the canal 1o be cut, s direetly to ben-
ciit himself. He élamours :l,'_:_;ninhl u\t,‘l'j' act of
the government, which consults the interests o the
whole, rather than those of o part: and threatens 1o
divide the Unton, 11 he |151|1|wn-‘ to distihe the Taws.
That sueh an effeet of te thirst for wealth s an
alarming evil i a eovernment like ours, must he
evideit to CVCrY 1k,
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Another effect of our freedom 18, that every citi-
zen is clizible, and is equally entitled, to office,. pro-
vided that Ins !nlmlls: experienee and general charge-
ter place im on an ¢qudity with others, We can-
not expect. theretove, that every man, who fedls him-
self to he qualified for certain station, will forego his
Pretensions 1 Gavour of some other mdividual, who is
no better qualtied than himselt' s and i the present
condition of human nature, it cannot he hoped. that
a person, who has i his view an office of profit and
honour, will r('linquish‘ the pursiet, even i e he
opposed by persons whose  qualifications he may
huow to be superior to his own. *

Here, then, s opened i wide arena, filleid wath
cager competitors. 1 the contest were maintained
with proper weapons, and with a temperate spirit ;
and 1. after the dm'iisin_il was made, the vusucceessful
canchidates would cabinly and respectfully acquiesce
i the resulty, the competitiop mizht be a bhenehit 1o
the publick interests. But a livde knowledee of the
passtons of men 1s suflicient to show us, that ths
Ctesnperate spivit and this calm m.::fni:rst'(-m-v are not to
be expected. Ambitions and selfish men will em-
plov all their ifluence to attain their ends. They
will.resort to mjustifiable means. Malice and skan-
dev will be emploved to mjuse the fame of their ri-
vals t the mterests of the electors will be appealed
to, and their passions inflauned by all the arts whieh
tprincipled imtricue ean devise and exesete. 1y
means lihe these, meompetent and bad men may
force themselves into power. I they find o sne-

cesse they will vility their opponents. nnpeach thew
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comduet, misrepresent therr measures, obstruet as
much as possible the execution of their duties, and
endeavour to withdraw from them the publick con-
fidence and support. "The tranquillity of the gom-
minity 15 thos disturbed, the purity of eleetions
stamed, the respeetability and fluence of ofticial
stations diminished, and wen of sterline worth ex-
cluded from oftice. heeanse they have too moach mod-
esty and self-respect to expose themselves to the as-
saults of catumpy, and too much principle to resort
to the base methods by winch othars would fain rise
to power,

This turious contest for oftice will merease with
the advance of our population, hecanse there s ne-
cessartly o great merease ol the pumber of needy
compartitors for posts of cmolument. "The number
of these s ahieady very oreat. "Phere s no oftice,
howeser inconsiderable, which is not cagerly sougzht.
Persons of  this eliss. too, are osually ready to jom
the etindard of any political party, wineh promises
to restard theme Thew selfishness s the only -
pulse to action s nd they reaard not thetr country’s
welfareo tf they ean seenre their own ends. ‘Fhey
care ot who fills the hicher oliees of the State, i
they canmake the election of one dwidual rather
tham snother subserve their oswn mterests: just as the
Piotormm bands of Rome hestowed  the Imperial
prrple on bty who wonld distnibute :mmnytlwm the
JTIEAY: I“HT‘I'JI' lltilhll'l\l'ﬁ.

\~ we approach the hichest oftice in the nation,

the contest becomes more ticree, because the prizs:
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is more valuable, and the clections less frequent.
The Presidesey, as we all know, has repeatedly been
the objeet of nnlnllt.lud-tmnlm ition 5 and it 1s prob-
ably destined to occasion” a more tremendous strugs
ale thar has ever yet shaken this nation.  Ou this
delicate subjecty 1t s not any design to - eapress
an opinion, i relation o cither of “the contending
particse Batevery lover of his country, who wishes
for ver peaces honour, and prosperity, must Jook with
alaran avd sorrow on some of the signs of the times.
The eloads are octherine, The dark ocean is heav-
2. P he elemeats e ‘Iu:lrlnl and ominous con-
motion,  Fvery ting hodes a storm s And i there
cver Wi i tine wWhen the patriot ought to pray for
hix comtry, it 3s wow. Fhere is an excited feeling
throvah the nation. Men ook ercely at each oth-
‘t‘.'l‘. l'ih}i.ll'-lni; l‘l‘ll‘-lll'l:H ad ill.\‘l‘l'l't\i‘ﬁ Are lllll".l‘d
a0 el e most tli-lin*'nialuwl men of the nation.
Whsterer neny e til event of the .llrlnmullm" clee-
tion, the vieienee which s .slh-nl!l.d_ll 15 surely

stnient o awoahen owr Jers for tie future,

B TR TS more divcor. perdinpss to he apprehiended

i contestons foe the olitee ol Presidents than

Vo ooy G cie 1o oo syatein Nhrost all cavil

Wars bove smgeo fioae rival o soedet fer the ehief

e ey ©oand oer ceretny wil e happy indeed

it~ S esee e Dae whieh has belallen seo

ey ol g eads Phere s nothitie elieerteal
1
I

L

It Lo, tong ot !

|
LIRS

artful man. by the didof
a temporaty joptl iy, aed of unpriaeipled part-

L Zanie o r-»-ll o ot hre |11Q\1(\t' for
then, ity toree s \m\ 10 the luwldultml chair ;
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or it may be that some such man, enraged by deféat,
and artfully appealing to political animositics and sec-
tional prejudices, may raise the standard of civil war,
ad, colleeting around him the worthless,the factious
~and the deluded, may plange his parricidal sword
into the bosom of his cointey.  "This is not an
maginary danger.  ‘This country has already had a
fearful warning on this point. The wreasonable de-
csign of Aaron Bure origimated in his resentiment
for his. failure to reach the hichest office of the na-
tion. It is dreadiul to think of so disastrous a ter-
mination of this fair experimenti—of such a down-
fall ol this glorious republick. But to such aresnlt
it will certainly arrive, unless a better spirit pervade
the and than that which scems now. o predommate

i inany. hearts. |
2. The freedom of the press is another source of
our prosperity. By the dittusion. of knowledee, and
the interchange of thought, throngh the medium of
the press, the publick mind s '('lllii;{llll‘llt!'d‘ and
aroused to action. Bat this freedom is attended
with danger to good morals, to hiberty, and to the
publick: happmess. Of all the means by which the
press exerts 1ts power, the newspapers have, per-
haps, the createst influence. By their charaeter, to
a vreat extentwill the mimd of the community he
moulded.  How anueh then is it to he regretted,
that newspaners are so olften made the instruments
of Fiction, and the vehicles of falsehood and shinder.
While thus perverted, their influcnce is pernicions.
They lm'rwllhi and corrupt the patlick mind, -
flame popular passions, distort the characters and
(- .
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measures of our rulers; and prevent the exercise of
T cahin judgment-and kind feelings: ,

3. The great extent of our country, is another’
circumstance in our’ conditions which adds to the
strength and. prosperity of the nation. A vast field.
1s opened, for the spread-of our pupulﬂtion, for the
exertion Of industry and, enterprise, and for the cul-
wre®ol the productions of alinost all the climates
of the carth. .

But this cxtension of our territory is a source of
danger. It oceasions separate interests and feclings,
which are inauspicious to the publick peace. - The
mhabitants of diflerent sevtions are so remote from
cach other, that they camot form those individual
connesas and friendships, Which would cement
thew wuion. Thus inorant of each other, the voice
of interest is sometimes more powerful thanw that of
patriotism ;- and hence it is not'surprising if irritat-
e feelings, jealousies and sectional prejudices now
evist. It any powerful cause of- ruptire should
arise, 1t would be aided by alt this mnomm ¢ of cach
other, and by these imm;innr} hostile interests.

2. The division of our Union.into a1 number of
separate States, 18, in some respects, a happy feature
of our svstem. [eis an additional security to the
people for the preservation of their freedom against
the  encroachments of an overshadowing national
covermuent 3 and, by reserving to the States the
mamizement  of their Jocal affairs, it relieves the
ceneral zovernment from the trouble and the odinn
of all that private and local legislation which now
devolves on the State governments.
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But there is here, too, a cause of peril.  The
States are becoming powerful and proud,  Some
of themy are already mighty repiblicks. They have
their own governors, legistatures, capitilse reven-
ues, and all the pomp and circumstance of sovereign-
tv. These causes are litted to nourigh their pride,
and to make them intpatient of the control ol the
national government. Where the real or supposed
iterests ol the States come into conthet with those
of the Union, the Tatter most predominiate ;o hut
the Stiates mayv not adwiys be disposed 10 yield to
this predominanee.

ft s unpossible 1o f*mummw W ll.lt mav he the
consequence of an estension of the power of the in-
dividual Stares, anel some of them shidl contiim sev-
cr:yl-millimw ol mhabitaits, and 2 corresponding pro-
portion of wealth and power. "They mav not al-
wavs be disposed 1o be coverned by the Congress
and Cabinet of the Union:  and the constitation
nny be fonnd a feeble tie, when opposed to the
claums of interest and pride. "

This review mizht easily be extended to other
topicks, and we wight sather additional evidener,
that our mational happiess needs a inner basis thap
the mere extent of our population, s eilthy and |:;M'(rr.

To what, then, shall we rrast for the permanence
of onr institutions, and for the prosperons advance of
our cottrs m the career of national ereatness, until
the fondest dreams of patriotiek lmlw shall have
heen SUrpAsse (1 by the elorous realiny 2

Our daneers, be it renembered, are ol from with-
Ul NO pcrll Uil ::ll(:L'L::-s::-lll“y assadtl us from with-
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ont, so long as the mighty heart of this country is .
not dismayed, nor her strong arm unnerved by intes-
tine strife or corrupfions  While wg shall stand firin .
in our united strength, no power on earth can pene-
trate our thick array.  Invasion from Europe has been
proved, by the experience of two wirs, to be utterly
hopeless.  From the nations of our own continent,
assault s not to be feared.  "The .ocean will more
probably be the field on which owr future battles will
e fought,  Bat our navy, young as it is, has already
acquired a giant’s strength, and has won for itself a
reputation which, we may he assured, will make the
proudest maritime nations pause hefore they provoke
an encounter.  But peace is the policy of this coun-
try ; and unless our couneils shall fall under the do-
minion of rashness and folly, we shall have few for-
cron winrs.  Fhis r'mml.ry will not, Tu"'h'ilt.': she remains
true to her own mterests, voluntarily commence hos-
tilities 3 and other nations will not be much dispos-
ed to challenze her to the field. -

[t 1s against dangers from within, thoil, that we
are called” on to wateh and defend ourselves. Tt is
from the excesses of our freedom, the corrupting -
fluence of our prosperity, and the. collisions of our
own passions, that we have the most reason to fear
disaster and ruin. _ )

To these dangers, 1t 15 plain, we ecan  oppose
none but moral safecvards.  The defences of our
Liberties must be Lad i the minds and the hearts of

" our countrymeit.

We are justificd, certainlv, i expecting much from

the sober sense and loyal habits of our citizens.  We
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mav rely with some confidence on the efficacy of a
common origin, and a common fanguage.  ‘The fame
of our ancestors, and the fflmy of our (mllm}, O~
stitute an inhentance of which we are all p.m.lkvrs,
and which cannot but awaken Kindeed feelings, and
strengthen brotherly ! aflections. The interests of
the different portions of the fand, so closely inter-
woven with each other, and the intercourse, which
,.,'is diuly becoming more  extended, as roads and
canals are multiplied, have a powertul and growing
tendency to cement our union.

Crreat stress, too, ought to he laid on the effect of
that general education, which so honourably  distin-
cuishes and blesses our land. ™ Owr Schools and Col-
leges are potent fortresses of freedom. They can-
not he cherished too fondly, nor multiphied too fast.
A man who is wholly uneducated s an upsale citi-
zeny for he canmot wisely and faithfully perform

“the duties of a freeman, and his wmorance fits him
to become the mstrument of faction,  He iy, i e,
aslave, for he can take no mtellicent and uscful
part m protecting his own rights.  The - spread of
knowledee s indispensable to the existence of ¢l
liberty ; and we ought to look with joy and ani-
mating hope, at the widely diffused means of popn-
lar education.

y .

On these, and similar things, we mav place much
rchance, as sccurities asamst the dangers which
threaten us.  But allowing to them their greatest
and happiest cfficacy, they are all inadequate ; and
if some rampart of mighticr strength e not reared,



the tide of popular passions will as inevitably sur-.

mount these barriers, and sweep away our free in-
stitutions, as the torrent of Niagara would hear

away and overwhelm. the skilfl of tllL hapless fisher- <

JINet. ¢

» ’ ] 1 »
It is a trath, which every lover of his country

otight to incorporate among the principles of  his

daily actions, and ought to teach his children, among

their carliest lessons, that the Christian religion, ex-
crting its heneticent sway over the minds and hearts
of our citizens, lurpisies  the only - moral jimu'r,
which can preserve this country from destriction.
This truth onght 1o be somsded out. with emphiatick
anid reiterated carnestness, ffom every pedpit 1h our
land ; and were there no other reason tor a religious
celebration of this day, it would be a suflicient
monve for-throngzing  the temples of God, that we
mizht strepgthen i every heart the Solemn “convie-
tion, that unless this country become a nation of
Christians, not in name only, but in the reality and
power of pure and undediled religion, it will not long
rétain its politieal liberty. .

I have already det: ined you long, and I must not
cnlaree on this topick. I hespeak your ]Il(llll”’( NCE,
however, for a few remarks. -«

I need not say, in this place, how direct and hap-
py is the influence of true religion, in subduing  the
corrupt p.hsmm, disarming the  se fishness, find
repressing the vices of mankind.  Were this influ-
cnee predommant - every bosom, !lwi‘p would be
nothing to fear for our national J‘ruspcrit}". « Hap-
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~ py is the people that is in such a case, yea, happy
1 that people, whose.God is the Lord.”

But there are several other ways, in which the
prevalence of religion would strengthen all the se-
curities of our freedom. ) | |

1. Christiamty 1s the friepd and patron of lmowl-
edee.  She aims to enlighten and enlarge the mind,
while she rectifies llu-l'h(:nrt.‘ Genume - Christian-
iy, thercfore, has always been active o foster-
ing sound learning.  The pious fathers of New
England, among, the first acts which they perform-
ed, erected a College, and devoted it to Christ and
the Chureh, as the worthiest oftering, whiels, m their
weakness and their deep poverty, they could present
to their Navionr.  Qur system of free Schools, too,
had its origin in the same Christian philanthropy
and wisdom.  Christianity has  established  Bible
- Societies, to furnish every fanmily with the word
of God, and Tract Societies, 1o fsend abroad, on the
wings of the wind, the truths and precepts of the
Gospel, and Sabbiadh Schoolsy 1o tram the youthiul
mid o the Knowledee of the Seriptures. She
crects Churches, and sustains the ministry,  through
which <o el of ietellectual and moral light is
shed over the Eind. 11, then, the spread of knowl-
edee s essential to liberty, the more widely Cllris-
ity is diffused, the more will sound learning
flourish.

2. Chostity. will contribute to our  national
union by the ties whieh it forms between the citizens
of duferent parts of the country.  All true Chris-
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tians arc members of onc family; and however the
darkuness and imperfection of the present stuate of ex-
istence may disturh the fellowship of saints, the hond
of citizenship in the kingdom of our Lord nevertlie-
less adds strength to the ties of national brother-
hood.  Christians of the same denomination, too,
among whom, from-natural canses, a closer intima-
cy subsists, are spread over the land.  They:feel
and act together: their interests are identified.
Attached to each other as fellow countrymen, they
~love each other with a higher and more sacred af-
feetion as brethren n the Lord.  And is 1t possi-
ble, that any ordinary causes -could inflame  théir
hearts with angry emotions?  Could local jeal-
onsies, and jarring worldly interests, ever lead the
disciples of Christ to think of each other as cne?lics?
Can vou imagine that Christians in Missourr and
Alabama conld ever \{illingly consent to a dissolu-
ton of the national compiet, which binds them to
their brethren in New-Eagld? and much less,
that- they could ever meet cach other with hostile
bavonets i the field 2 1o proportion, then, as reli-
aion spreads 118 swave will the enduaring ties of Chris-
" tian feHowship be multiplied, and our . nitional con-
cord strenethened. '

3. Another way in which Christianity 1s, I doubt
not, destined to operate for the salvation of this coun=
try, is, that Christizms will combine their influence,
more than they have ever yet done, for the support of’
pure political principles, and for the election of good

2 omen to offices of trust and power.  The Christians

of this country already form a larze proportion of the
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clectors.  If they were wunited in their suflrages,
they might even now decide almost anv great and

oeneral question. Suppose that, every man i the,

United Rtates who fears God sliould act. ill'l‘,:‘ill‘l'{‘l.l'(:
principles
that he would act in choosing a aninister for his
Chureh, or a preceptor for his ehild, and give his
vote conscientioushy for that man, whose principles
and conduct are most in accordance with the vord of
God; can voudoubt. that sueh a union of Chiistian
sullrages would decide the contest, which now con-
valses and diseraces the natiop 2 o

This union of Christians willy herealrere regulate
political power, i this and every otner country.
The time s coming, when our ofheers will he

to the Piesidential election, on the sine

peace, and our exactors ricnteousness, 1t will then
be considered almost as chormots an imconsisteney,
to atlow an 1rvelicions man to exercise the fune-
tions of macistracy or lezislation; among a Christian
peaple, as to sulier him 1o ascend the saeved desk.

This will not be the reude of s, excluding all

but Christians from ofiice ¢ for sneh laws wonld he
unjust and pernicious, as exberience nour OW1T
commonwealth has testified @ bur ic will flow - from
the prevalence of Clvistianity : it will be the Taw-
ful and legithmate influerce of veligious principles,
reeulating the hearts, and directing the sullrages
of the people. '

But the strongest and the Tast reason, which 1 ey

now offer, is, that without the prevalence of rehi-
aion, Wwe cannot hope for the favonr of God—nay.

we must expect his venceance. A nation of nrehizous

i)
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men, is a nation of rehels against him, :md thcy will
bring upon themselves “swilt destruction..  Let us

not think; that we are in no danger from the dis-

pleasure of God. He has tarned many a fruitful
Lind into b.lrwnness, for tlic wickedness of them
that dwelt thérei in.  Go, look at, the sullen and dis-
mal waters of the Dead Sca, which now cover the
Afertile valley, where once the cities of the plain
flourished like the garden of the Lovd.  Go, search
on the mmah} and solit: iry bainks of the kuphrates,
for the ruins of the mighty .Babylon.  Stand on the
deserted rvoeks of Tyre, and ask for the proud city
which once defied the ‘power of Alexander.  Visit
the place, which the all-grasping Romans adorned
with the spoils of a conquered world, and seek
among ruined temples and broken arches for ‘the
monuments of their power.  Repaif to the city of
God, and see the crescent of Mabhomet, gleaming
over the sacred mount, where once stood the mag-
nificent temple of Jehoval 1 And look at-the wreteh-
ed Jews, the miserable vietums of Turkish oppres-
ston, outeasts m-the very city where David and
Solomon reigned, and forbidden on pain of death to
approach the spot where once their fathers worship-
ped God. Look at all these melancholy proofs of

the mutability of human thingsy and dearn the dan-’

aer of offending God. Tt was his wrath, which de-

stroved Nodom and Gowmorrah, which made: Baby-

.__l{m a placetor the bittern and the serpent, w hich
«ivept away Tyvre, and e (t her rocks for the fisher-
man to spread his nets en; - which hurled the niag-
aticent Reme from her height of  grandeur and
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poﬁ-‘cr, and made Judea and her children a hissing
and an astonishment through the carth.  "Lruly, it
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of ghe living
God. Great and ”OIll’iﬂhillﬂ' {as our country is, ﬁc dﬂll
bring her down to desolation.  He has many min- -
isters of his wn'rvﬂhvc and when he bids them
cupty their Yials on the carth, the pmud('st crtlw
and the most powerful nations hecome as the chaff
before llw whirlwind. g
lLet us, then, sincerely repent of our sins, and con-
tribute all in our power to spread the influence of
Christianity through our land.  Let us lend our aid
to check the sway of vice;  remembering  that
‘“richteousness exalteth a nation, while s s a re-
proaciTto any people. Surely his salvaton- is nigh
them that fear him, that glory may dwell in our
land.  Salvation will the Lord appoint for wvalls and
bulwarks.”  Then will our heloved country be great
td happy 5 and her mereasing inillions will. enjoy
the blessines of asecure and tranquil freedom, - till;

Weapt in lames, the realms of ether vlinw,
Al Hewven's fast thunders shake the world belgw, - .

-t
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NOTE,

AT the close of the*preccdin‘g Address, some rernarks were
made respecting the objectsrand efforts of the American Colo-
niz.tion Society, for the benefit of which w collection 1was then
take ., The evils of sl:u';:ry miziit have been mtroquced, o8
otie of the topicks ot this Address, but the Author preferred te

confiue hus attention o tue luss obvivus sources of danger.



