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Bys JOhlt requost of the Corporation, ‘and the Civic and Militery Aesociations.
of Albany, the following Address was delivered. Ata subsequent meeting ol‘ the
Comontion, their Committes were ordered to requant u copy for puhhcutinn,

uprauad in the following note.

L

Albany, July lSth, 1836,

To Rxv. E. N. Kmax, '

Dran. Shr-It gives me great plouura to inform you,.that at & meeting of
the. Common Council of this City, on Monday last, a resolution was unanimously - 3
adopted, nmhommg the Committeo appointed by them to make arrangemonts for
celebru.nug the late Anmverlu.ry of our National' Indopendence, to request from,
you for pubhmw. a copy of the Onhon delivered by you on that occasion..
With great rvespect I am,

Your obgdient servant,
JAMES GIBBONS,
In behalf of the Committee.

1

~ Albany, July 20th, 1836.
" To ALDREMAN JAMES Gmnnna,

Dear Sir—l am happy in the opportunity of exprmwg through you to the.
gendcmen whom you represent, and to' my fellow-citizens, my strong n:ﬂ'actmn and
gratitude for their kind reception of my honest but unpretendiag. efforts to utter
. salutary warnidgs and counsels. * It has endeared them to my heart, and greatly
encouraged me 1 consecrate mrfpower to the good of our much lovad country..

* ' With high' esteem, -
Your friend,
. . E.N KIBK.
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ORATION. -

FELLOW-CITIZENS, .
You have shwm, in selecting your speaker ; that this .
| day gwes prommence to all that is American; and merges
every other distinction. You have exhibited a generous con. °
fidence in giving this platform to one who hasnever disguised
his personal sentiments on any of the exciting topics of the
day. - If that confidence is betrayed, it must be a sin of igno-
rance ; the heart shall give it nobanction. I greet Americans
this day. We meet on the broad ground of our political -
brotherhood. And while we survey.our common inheritance,
our common history, our common dangers and duties’; let the
bands of that brotherhood bind our hearts more and more
closely.” My wish is, neither to advocate nor to oppose the
measures and ~pril.'u:iples of any party; but to confirm us to-
gether in the belief and the love of those great principles
which we hold Trom our fathers arid from the magna charta of
our rights. ,

A prophecy was proudly uttered in ‘Eumpe by a thousand
tongues, when they first saw our constitition. Such a go-
vernment, said they, opens the door too wide for those agita-
.tions and revolutions which are the mdlspensable instruments
of ambition. - They said—you have swung loose from the re-"
strmnts of monarchy, only to plunge into the anarchws of de-
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, mocracy. My friends; will that prophecy be verified? If"
80; we have lost more than we have gained. Ifso; let the
voice of prmse and t.lmnksgwmg no more salute the returns
of this day. Ohno; better were it, that we bad never
thrown ourselves from under the despotié dominion of George

. IIL; better have lived under the ‘B_h‘adowing wing of his stand-
ing army, than to have in their extremes those very principles
which in their medium are our glory, and our blessmg De-
mocracy run mad——Republlcan mshtuﬁén‘sl fﬁ ﬁl faﬂﬁa of a

- peop]e who have sunk from the pam ins Tra ns of i:;ﬁtnotmm
to the grovellings of selfishness—shall it b%é” bo 1
Amerlcans, lt becomes us thlﬂ day, to taf:e a Bo'blei' view of
our condltlon n 1t3 relatlons to the past and the future. Lot
us begin to put away the declamatmns which beﬁtted otir na-
tional and personal mf'ancy It was natural, at first, to make
thm a day of ¢ pomp, shows, games, spofts, Eu_n_g’ B'en'g, bon-
fires and illuminations from one end of the continent fo the

"~ other;” aday of social mirth and enthusnastlc congratuLl'auons

'nfat

It was natural to make the loud' roar of cannoa give utterance

to feelmgs whlcb nanguage was 100 poor to tell ft was natu-

ral for the men who had _]ust returned from tﬁe horrors of a
dangerous, toﬂsome a.nd doubtful War, ﬂushed mih wdtory and
amazed at thelr own auccess,to make their anmvérsa.rf 'speeches
consist of eulogmms on our heroes, reproachea of) Gr!aat Brlt-ﬁ
ain, and even undlscrumnaung congratulauons and ’hopes.

SRR A

But these themes must gradually gwe Way, like the toys of
childhood, to the more sober and practlcal toplcs which the

all-reveahng hand of tune i exposmg to mh-, v1ew. Yet I
mean not that the past should be forgotten There are many '
reasons why we: should do as the Jew:sh fathers were com-
manded by God to do; when their children mqui;e& ‘what
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troubled wmtet of 1'760 and run iia.etlly to the preaent day

' rl .r‘ g TR T]l'll *

'.!‘];n}m, in_fact, commences J_the ﬁyet penod of d.wtmctwely

Il rr’ 1*..

American hmtory | For ten or twelve years, t_he colonies had

I W TR

- b_een develolgmg é_ne ee and resources wlnch attfected the
“gits { £1°)" MULA R TR o I ' L g

,Sagacious eye of Lord Chatham. )

.;‘-l.

1_About tha]:_ tlme eommeneed the penod sz dmeusmon and*

L
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exeltemente 1':1 which the minds-of ‘men were rapldly open-

SR PN

rlrng to the davm;{lg hght of civil freedom. Inthet penoc_l,

.none of the featm'ee of the revoluuon were yet seen ; but then
were actua]ly forineq that onenese of purpose and union of

| lllﬁa.ﬂ, thch afterward 80 _charactenzed the « tuno that tried
men’s eouie ” We ﬁnd the eeeond penod commencmg m the

 spring of 75, when on ‘Charlestown Helghts, at Ienngfon and
Concord, the voleano burst from its long conﬁnement and .

_dashed 1ts destructwe elements aga.mst the colomal govem-

_ ment and the armed power of the home govermnent. | Be-
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hold the veteran armies of Great Brltam, u,nder the gmdo.nce
" of the ablest generals of Europe, masters of our strong holds ;

her powerﬁxl Dhvy hanging upon allour coasts, and penetm-
ting our rivers. The colonial army-was ‘poorly equipped,
poorly umed. poorly fed, and poorly paid. The country was -
filled with t.hose, who from principle, or cowardice, or merce-
'nary motives, ltrengt.hened the British cause. 'The Indians,” .
too, were hovering upon all-our borders, themselves sufficient-

ly numerous and cruel to- give uncommon horror to that day
of distress and darkness. Mark that as the second’ perlod in
which the intellect of this infant nation was, absorbed 1n the
single interest of self-defance and the defence of human rights.
Let those who hold us in unfair contrast with Buropean na-
tions, and 'in contempt, because our social elevation and na-
tional literature are immature, throw themselves back in ima-
gination, sixty years; and as they march ' along the line of
American history, learn this,—when our countrymen under-
take to grappfe with difficulties, théy do it, and do it effectu- ;
‘ally. If they undertake to make an efficient agnculture, suf-
ficient for the basis of a growing commerce, fiom the rocky
goil of New-England they do it. If they undertake to re-
pel the aggressions of a despotic prince, backed by a power-
ful cabinet and army, they pledge themselves, their lives, their
fortunes, and their sacred honor; and then they do it. When
that w&’:rk is finished, and a new set of difficulties arise, ther,
true to the maxim—one thirif at a time, and do it well; they
give themselves to the task of forming a new government, a
government adapted to the circumsiances of pgople occu-
pymg almost a contment, ;solated from the old jnstitutions ot
Europe, and from all its corrupt political. and religious esta-

blishments. In this crisis, our fathers made a fuller exhibi-



* ' tion of moral sublimity i,han in the former. That n:pght have
been done and endumd by a people possessed of merely phy-
sical hp,rdxhood But this displayed the hlghest exercise of
mtellect and aelf control France, EouthAmerlca and Greecs,
went througp scenes llke our revolution. Bqt nelther of them
cou]d abidg the test of that second, unsettlad Btage ‘of society,
whlch followu a successful revolution. . ane of them was
prepa.rqd for institutions as free as ours. At that time, our

fathers were called upon to decide in theory against the doc-
» trines of the world—what are the true limits of purﬂoil in- -
d‘epandence and civil subjection. Without a modegl, they
were to form the institutions which should suit a present popu-
lation of thirteen . states and three. million citizens; and be
-adapted also to the wants and circumstances of fifty sov-
relgn states; and three hundred million' people. . Let me in-
qmre——dld they not do this well? If we had not a Milton nor
-a Bacon; had we 'not a Hamilton, a Madlsan, a Jefferson, an
- Adams; nay, a galaxy in the department of political litera-
ture? Our finances were embarrassed, and all but hopéless. -
Then, there was found a Morris, whose ﬁnanc:al labors and
ta.lents, place him in a niehe of fame, unblushing by the side
of Pitt and ._Neckar. And the great body 6f the people too, dis-
played uncommon magnarimity. Was ever a people sud-
denly released from all the restraints of -their accustomed go-
vernment, animated with recent victory, divided in sentiment
and in local interest ;- was ever such a pebple'turned 8O easl-
, ly and qulckly from the bustle of war, to the calm pursuits of
peace? -All over the land, north and south, east and west,see
" them beating their swords into ploughshares, their spears It
pruning hooks. - See them at once faithful to-the greaf repub-

lican principle of submission, to the majority, calmly accept-
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ing, desplta of their difference of judgment, the form of go-
vernment adopted by their representatives. It is one.of the
sublimest portions. of American history, to see the whole na-
tion, citizens and soldiers quictly su_b'miitiil_g after full discus-
sion, to their own chosen constitution and laws. See our
Washington reiiring to the comparative obscurity of a farm.
Not less remarkable is the history of our foreign affairs. It
was wonderful that' this infant republic should so soon com-
mand the respect of every civilizéd court in Europe ; and ob-
tain by its able diplomacy, a reciprocation of commercjal
rights and privileges. After the forimation faf the federal con-,
stitution, the fourth period commences; characterized as the
season for reducing to practice, what before was only theury ;.
the season of comnmercial enterprise, of adopting a system of
practical political economy, adapted to our peculiar situation,
Masters of the noblest section of the earth’s surface, the best
fitted by its'extent _afid resources to sustain a mighty nation,
fitted for a highly intellectual nation, from the leisure afford-
ed by the facilities for cultivation, constructionand transpor-
tatjon ; owners of a terrtory stretching from ocean to ocean,
from the great chain of lakes to the Gulf of Mexico ; it was
demanded of us, that we should bend our ehergies to those 1n-
ternal impi-ovgments, which, by shortening the distance be-
tween human'bodies, strengthen the chords that bind human
hearts, These two were the..importaht objects which then
“employed the ablest minds. The ‘one has secured a series of

parliamentary discussions, _]ualclal decmons, presidertial m.s-
| sages, and other state doculnents,whlch England’s first states-
men have magnammously commended. " The complica-
ted rights of citizens and of states, the ownership of property,

the extent and limits of political obligatiots are. becoming
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" more and more fully understood.. We. are rapidly clearing
JIhe soil of this vast temtory, dmdmg its ownership among
our millions of mdependent citizens, rich and poor. - Wehave
now the most perfect and widely extended facilities of navi-
. gation and land i carriage, natutal and arfificial, befun or
. in progress, that is known in the world ; binding the extreines
of our land to the centre, by canala and rail roads. 'This de-
partment of national enterprise moves with almost the rapid-—
ity of magic. Let me ask, have we done this well? ' We be-
gan the republican confederacy embarrassed in our finances.
We have, in little more iha‘n half a century, established our
credit around the globe,* placed our government out of debt,
-and drawn the capital of Europe here to aid in accomﬁlish—
ing our vast systems of internal improvement. Have we then
gone ‘so successfully through the varied scenes and duties of

four periods ; L_gv'e we done all well that pertained to our ne-

cessities ; if God has smiled upon us in all the past, is it ex-
tfaanant to anticipate the same in the future ? if it shall ap-
pear best to make the next a period of education and of the
_ cultivation of science and llterature : what shall hinder our
doing that well too? When we were 1n war, God gave us. a
'Washmgton when we needed a government, we had a8 no-
ble a congress of statesmen as ever controlled the desumes
of a nation. Pardon me, if these statements appear extrava-
gant. They are honestly. believed. When we came to the

arts of peace ; one of us plucked the thunderbolt from heaven,

* It is 8aid, in conversation, that one of the most able and wealthy financiers of
Europe, has declared, he would, since the great fire in our. metropolis, trust
the merchants of New-York, more readily than auy others in the world._- |
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and gaveit to his child for a plaything. It was !;e, of whom
France has beautifully said,

‘¢ Calo rapuit fulmonque scoptrusTYfrannia.”

Ho wrestod the thunderbolt {ron'l heaven, and tho sceptre from tyrants.

One of us threw away the oars and sails of fifty centuries,
and taught our ships to plough- our mighty rivers and lakes |
against wind and current. When we wanted sound heads

and honest hearts to manage our diplomacy, and play an even
hand with the trained disciples of the Machlavehan Schools,
we received them from a bemgnant Providence. Let our
many friends in Europe rejoice with us in the benignity of
that Providence.” If we have enemies; let them contemplate
facts with m'_mpartial eye. We have been a;vvbnderful peo-
ple; and we may yet 'be greater, and better, and happier,
than we have been, and than all others have been before us. |
Providence has done every thing for us, and promigés to do
every thing. I have spoken of the prophecies of o)r enemies.
Those prophecies are not to be treated with ¢ tertipt_; for,
on certain conditions, they will be fulfilled ; and Weir non-
fulfilment is equally conditional, They have ergad.; ging
of our éovemment in the abstract, and ae‘ adapted to their

population. And equally erroneous must be our prophecies,

if they are founded upon terely.the abstract view of these
institutions. There 1s unquestionably much vain boasting of

~ them, and vain confidence in them, as well as in ourselves.

What is a republican government? I, is'an instrument ad-
mirably contrived for the promotion. of human happiness.
But an mstrument always iumplies an agent. And = good in-
strument loses all its value, by being in bad hands. What is
there, for instance, in our admirable judiciary system, if our
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0O ’; oi‘il‘ﬁui‘ it ’Wm to beeéme the aeeneu “of
- popRlEE* chimt "and" bi{ﬁv bmm&? What s the* ng'hfof
i -pﬂwﬁ A GBS o' thb fiedtlom of the press, if mobi'aie
" .10 Béctjile’ “Ngiilatire, jumcm atid executive, and to bé so-
oi’e‘ﬁy meﬁw W mén 'wiio 6ught to bé eshnmed and are"
h lﬁﬂedltﬂ‘ theil‘ éonhonon vhth themy if. men ‘who' ntand
hlgh. shid ériivibie conititution, the consutuuon.'wml thus stab
"~ it'in its vml parte? What is the electwe franchise; and the"
umversﬂ lpght of suffrage, if' the grodier part of ‘the people
" have eithbr not mtelligence eno yjadge the ‘merits of
candldetea, or patnot:sm and virtus encigh to resist the bribes
of demagogues’f They are only the' stake for. which' the
more skilful play the game of intrigue, fraud ‘and falsehood.
'l‘hey only terid to bring into office ‘faen who will pa.nder to
thelr vices and confirm their blindness and prejudices, to se-
‘cure the:r gapport. Let me repeat it ; ; you are poeseeeed of
thé most perfect political 1 metltqune that man ever enjoyed ;
institutions, under whose influence may be tramed the noblest'
peoplé the earth has ever auetqmed But there is no magic
in these institutions. They are, aﬁer all, dead metrumenta
Like the best tempered Bword uselegs in une!n]ﬁﬂ ‘hands;
m]ghty when' wiélded by the valisnt hand - of the tramed
There are two.eléments of national greatness A good con-
stltutmn i’ &w ﬁret. A people who will use it e}ight, 18 the
othier. "The onie was consummated by the leﬁors of our fa-
thers, nndtcated by their sword, and bequeathed to theirpos- -
terity, a monument of the highest human glory But have
we now, and shall we have hereafter the second element of
political elevation? 'This appears to me the subject of deep- B
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est interest to this nauon--the formation of a national char o
acter. In that :we shall doubtless unammoualy agree, Whe-
" ther weshall also agree as to ‘the featty®s of that character;
and the meann of forming it, remains to be seen. There are
certain great principles which muat be established and adop- |

ted, and practised by this whole country, to secure the per-

- petuity of our government, I shall frankly state my own.

Views, thhout forcing them improperly upon others; satis-
fied with the privilege of suggesting them to such an assembly.
and on such an occasion. :

A numerical majority determines every thmg in this coun-
try. If that majority are capable of exercising proper vigi-»
" lance, and if they are patriotic enough to exercise it, and to
see that the constitution and laws are rightly administered ;
the most sanguine need ask no more. But if the.bare nume-_
rical majo;ity who can swear citizenship, are ‘sunk: either in.
intelligence or virtue, tao low for this; we are wrecked, in-
evitaply lost; the day star of hope sets in the éast; the cause
of human freedom is sold into the hands of some despot; and
he the worst of despots, a repubhcan king, who will kindly
take the crown at the urgent hands of a people who confess |
‘that they cannot govern themselves. Probably few have held
this fact vividly before their minds—iro matter who may now
fill your offices ; - your judges may each be a Mansfield or a
Marshall; your Président & Van Buren or a Harrison ; your-
present legislators like the congress of 76 ; it all furnishes no
security, if.a bare majority of vetes can be. found, who will
.sacrifice our country for the bribes or the entreatles of the ba-
sest demagogues. With this fact vividly in wiew ; Tet us look
at another. 'We have made a bold experiment. Our-arms
are opened to the world. We have said to its every inhabi- -
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tlnt-—no ttar whhf your views of hberty and govornment
" dod’ duty; ohly dome' among us and becoma a citizen. It mat-
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f”;ht&ﬂ*hongﬂ“ Hlll'hlve nofmtemﬂt in the seil, nor any-other
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* famﬂy; 0o propedy, no foelings in commion
Uy h you be a rafugee from justice ;. nay, though
Mhl‘#ﬁ ]uat ! ”ludad the Hands of the executioner. ._It mat-
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- ta.i‘u notwhat are youi' moral prlpclplea, what your connex:

L

. joid Widl fow@ mat:tuhona : ‘nor what your gecret commla-
| _ﬂ‘mon from tham _come in among us, and- you shall have an

| }‘.--equal vo:ce in detarmmmg tha po]mcal deatmy of' this countr.v |

| ,"Your vote may aﬁ'act the property and business of the coun-

try moat senoualy ; and though you have neither property
noi buamaaa your vote shall go as far as that of the. most

deeply mtereated-m property and trade. Nay, we go farther.

" We aay to the “despots of the continent ; organize your mea-
.. myres, and transport your men no matter who, nor what. they

are ; empty your prlsons and poor-houaes, and awear every

‘minion upon your altar ; bmd his heart and conaclence to your

own cherished tyranny, and then send him here and he shall

-~ gearcely have landed, ‘before we will seat him in the p]acea

of poﬁtxcal power, by giving Rim as much control of the gov-' '

~ ernment through the ballot-box, as our best and most enhght-

ened -have. Now underatand me, fellow-citizens; I.am not
complammg : for I never ahrmk from carrying out my prin-

- _CIPIEE to thelr legmmata extent. I am a true repubhcan, and

know no way to be one, but by admitting universal suffrage ;

~ and requumg of & man nothing but the act of naturahzauon to -

constitute ‘him a_voter. Yet I say—it is a bold expenment.
It is fmught wnh dangers ; and those dangeérs ought to be sur- -
veyed mth an anxious eye. -The mrajority, in thlﬂ country,
must be made and kept sufficiently intelligent and virtuous to
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preserve repub}lcan mmtuuons. If they are not men of prm-
ciple; they will not require thelr rulers to be such. If not
well instructed, they are mcompetent to ]udge the epnduct of
their rulers. Now, ‘what ﬂh&ll we da-to secure this great end?
How can we guard our country and lta beloved matltutlona
from those very dangers 'which are mctdentel to their pecu-
liar excellence. Perhaps some regard gll.this as a display of
exceeding sensitiveness, dmcovenng_,.gfl.anger where none ex-
ists. If what has been already hinted, is not sufficient to ex-
cite alarm, then I point to other facts. There 1 is constantly.
an 1mag1ned or real collision of interests between North~and
South, which has already severed the chord of union so that a
single strand held the fragments together. The great spbject
of slave holding and ‘the slave traffic must enlist strong feel- °
iings which nothing but uncommon discretion can keep from a
fatal collision. 'here is danger in the fact, that those most
uepﬁpared for freedom have a pbwerﬁﬂ tendency toward li-
centiousness. ‘There yet may arise  great dxﬁcultles from the

~ conflicting eonstruemme of the coristitution in reference to the .
several limits of the powers of the three great branches of
government, legislature, judiciary and executive. There is
danger from the fact that the, Chief Magmtrate can be re-elect- -
ed, while.his power over the funds and offices of government, _
and over eengrese:onal b:lls is all but absolute, Thm feature
of our conetltutlon may yet shake this government to its foun- ~-
dation. ~ But I am not competent to expatiate upon most of
these, 8o as fully to show you what evils may arise from them.
It is sufficient to have mentioned them hére, and to.urge them
upon abler advocates, as tOPlCB on which they should en-

| llghten our citizens. I know not but I mlght thew you that

our government has a tendency to give a hotbed stimulus to
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‘ofﬂm'dh‘ulldmw. ‘1. belivve it fully and painfally. But be
,' W“fdlbﬁr muzbm, ‘lt i not from any existmg rellgioua

i 1l‘

t‘ny" onwoﬂhm will ever ‘outaimber the others combined to- - .
gather With‘each other-antl with thoe vho belong to no reli-
_'gicus déromination. ‘And yret; until they can do se, they can-
not bocome an-* established religion.” No; but our. dan-
'gérliea n thenb general pnncnp‘les "No- gorvemment ever did,
~"of ever can enst over a mdely extended and” heterogﬁ‘neous‘__

population, withoiit the aid of &-trie or a false religion. That
religion hmst elther bé ititerwoven with the government, or it
“mist ¢ exert its savmg influence by its own internal power.
Aind the surh ‘of our argumﬁnt shall be—that you are not to
: deuﬂe whether there shali be any rehglon in the country and
- [actua]ly mﬂuencmg the- governing and governed ; for a rell-

gion the people will have “The heart will ache and sigh and‘
~ streteh forth its hand untll some (ellglon comes to its succor.

You can do many wonderﬂ:l things ; bt this i is béyond your

power.. But.what you may ‘and muiat decide, is—whether

that peligion shall be chmtm.nity, sustained by she choice: of
the citizens;- -and acting on- them lndependently of the govern-
ment ; or a false and: debasing religion made the, instrument

of pohucal dommauon It can be demonstrated that thig Te-
3 .

i U |h-perfe¢tly 'unreasonablé 'to “suppose that .~
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public owes its glory, in.a groat mosmure, 0 ﬁhﬂm The
germ of much that is aoble and lovely qndmv‘nlq&hlq tQ ug,
was once comtpined onhard the May Flovrer, apong the band
of pilgrims, and tmnsplanted to the colgl, barreri rocks of Ply-
mouth. . Chrjstianity. nnrtured . and watched and reared . it
there. And: that hallowed influence, is still the. itroﬂ,s con-
“ servative'principle that holds us, together. But a powerful
interest is enlisted to destroy the influence of christianity.
There is a. bold and réckless, spirit of athéism and anti-chwisti-

- anity among us. It resembles, and in-part. springs from that |

which saturated the mind of Frange during the deceitful calm .
and prosperity of the permd unmedlately preceding her fren-
zied revolution. It comes to' our young'men, full of ﬂattery ..
and with the semblance of mdependent thought. while it is
as_perfect a system of dogmatism and creed-teaching and
_credulity as ever was practised by Druid priests or Moham:
medan teachers. It cofnes to them at a time when the cords
of moral government drawn by the hands of Christianity, are
most unwelcome in their rest:rmnts upon the passions; and it
pmclmms——-llberty from such a thraldom. It is hailed and
sanctioned and promulgated chleﬂy by . foreigners ‘who are
strangers to our tfllglml and to-the spirit of our polltleal-m-
stitutions. K
None hmls thw bu:th day of Lolmnbm wn‘.h a gladder hea.rt
than your speaker.. Who can but rejoice to see a barque
freighted with the magna charta of .human rights’ and with
.the dearest. human _hopes, manned by. tﬁe S0D of freedom,
wafted by the prosperous gales of heaven, over a smooth and
‘smiling sea who. can behold it wuhout Joy and: gratltude? |
| Sixty years ago this day, it was launched amid stonns,,and in
one of the darkest nights of time. For more tmn five years

F



mﬁﬁoﬁmqﬁmwmmmm«hwthem; from
thr-ﬂqhu'zd‘m duly a!oumouym cannot -see them.
. Bk mllli»lpm to.exerciee. special and fnr-reachmg thought
mﬂthﬁmlmot& wnmﬂuoned to the - "mnd-tqp,” fellow-.
. uhml muubﬂ faithful to:the trust.. Bemazmrs—nosR-
NG, m« lmnnl Boe there the wrecks..of human
gcmmnentn. Mark : too thntﬁ'iandly light - which a: be-
nigmmﬂodhuglacedmdthe fearful scene.. If you be-
lisve. not;.come up. hither. . Da-yowsee that wreck splendid
i ;tﬁﬁamn‘tﬂ’ It was once. the pride of the Pharaohs; .
Thm is Bubylon’s glory.- -There. the nation.‘whom neither
phslosophy. norreﬁnement,mr the arts could -steer from the-.
- fatal reef. - Blasndwlththacoqnselsofﬂolm,ﬁocmﬁea,m;
- totle, L’ywrgun ‘miighty in arm;, lmnulled in genius for * po-
etry aud statuary and architecture ;. there sha lies with. mapy
‘a noble column, shattered yet .beauuful T

-, , vl - 1"’_—.——
Y Onnﬁ protld in ﬁeadom, still in ruin fm- -

Thy fn.te, o Gmca hnt.'h been nnmatched in glory and dupnir.

ﬂ - * ' L] - T t .

b3
'.i

Look,. look all along the foa:ming waters.. f—'And do you
.mark that cur helmx is set to- that very point. - We maynot
live to feel the dreadful shock which will make this very
sphere tremble. - But if it does come ; thlB nation will fl]l



| _ 901 w. ,l.ﬁﬁ...: s -
" like. a world fFom: its orbiti: ¢ deﬁﬂmwuw
the l'ibi of earth wom ahrting’lﬁd‘b V»'ﬂ'h dyh;gtthrbh- .
of thismtion“will he the convulsive agonha'df @‘ghhw ‘Ank
old Tiie-=what cast-down: iioee Hiatiotiéfin! Mheir pride and
treng(hf* -*Hmmwtrs- the- pamﬂ‘auoprmty of Aher go=
verning, whéther they were ‘moniarohis] the the aristocracy or the: -
S poople. The' pnde, the ambition,'the tvmw, the' lleentmuun
*hesis § in a word, the 1mmorallty of manhas boen the com-
mon 'conquoror and destroyer -of nations; - And it:;1s troly
wonderful thnt the ‘nations have not long sinte turned: from |
devouring one another, to make 3’ common attack upon this
their common foe:— These commumtiea were once conﬁdenb
of permanent -prosperity. Each i ite turﬂ, said, T sitqueen
of the nations, and none shall disturb me. - They trusted by.
turns, in learning, wealth'and military power. But it failed.
them all. 'There 18 one principle, which with. all their wis-
dom they had never Jearned ;—that God admlmsters his right-
eous retributions to nations in this world. And this prineiple
has not yet auﬁclently ﬁlled the’ mmd of thig conntry What' _
can the power of a nation avail-it, when: the Lord of hosts
clothes himself in judgment, and- comes down upon the wings
- .of the wind, accompanied by -ten:. thousand thousand- of his
mighty angels t8 make i inquisition for blood ? Read the dread-

ful prophecies aga.mat these great. natlona of anthmty, and
then turn to the records of history. and learn the first lesson

of political science ; that the fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of wisdom. Where are the nations of antiquity? Gone
" ——dashed in pieces as a potter’p vessel. .. Babylon .and Jeruﬁ
salem were secured by the strongest defences known in an--
cient imes, Alexander lifted the empjre of Magcedon to the
hxghest pomt of power. The Roman emplre had no feara
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.,a ¢ gh-.world tramble. : ~NOW.
’ T-'t';;"Ll qr Iy "t *
v ', w:-: ;M%WE{ 5“ ‘1% ﬂ athes.” deqy.hnd

37 onmmei e i ) T :hhmwo.tended vmb him,
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oﬁwmi‘mm llultl thdla ww.hmd m;nu of human |
.. pudb aﬂ"*rlnmln inititutions, ‘which. verify. his word, the'
. vmnhlewﬁﬁtup hnmea-—“'l!hun mlhtheLord..lat
not the- wu&mmglorym his:wisdom,: heither let:the mighty
m glu'y:mhu mght,;let ot the. rich man glory in hisru:.h‘-
es. Butlet h:mthu:t gloneth glogy. in :this—that: he: under-
ltnndethandhnowath me; . ﬂmlam the lnrd.whmhmr-
 cise‘loving Mdm,gndgmant mdnghteomas in the.earth,
for in these: things-~1 deligﬁ.rmth the Lord.”.. Ta:oclothe his
sentifentsin modern- phueolog mmand nationa. have no.

; mﬁmentg'ocmd of confidence; but.in the- proper- mﬂuanogs
- L ofthatgospel of :mercv: by Which God - governs: them that'
trust and serve him. . “Be wise.now:therefore, O ye pnnces;;
be:-instructed ye. judgesof the. earth Serve the Lord with
fear, and. rejoice -with . tremblmg. ‘Kiss. t.ha Son.lest he be

. angry; and ye perish from " the -way,.while . his. ‘wrath is kin-
dled but a little. - .Blessed are nll they that put thelr trust in

Him” .«: - - . L

Hem Iam probablyat 18sue. wnh some of myand:enco I
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am norrx_lo be m): Mm*uw d'llﬂwegihml& .
ot this day have mlmdmd a controverted sontiment. Bt :
if’ this’ people 4re. ta. beoome nthmmor:metowm ;

_ Christianity, Jet.them da #o.in fair ﬁotholﬁddebof the .
question ; and then, having done: my duty, and.throwing mys-

. self back on my-persopal. hopeg, as a.christain, 1. abiandon my -
country. Is'it "asked s why do you mtmdlm. the subject of -
of religion this day 1:, My reply lhthatiﬁnm on abstract .
consideration, I were about! abandoning chrnmunny. Iwould, .
in ‘honor and ' in grautude,hﬁ-hem n. monumgnt,and write
‘upon it my country’s deep mdebtedneu to ohnntmmty. that- ..
happiest delusion which had ever been impbsed upon man..
My reply is—-that mnn'l political relations can never separate .
him from the moral government of God.. It is a false view
ofmdnaaheemhubeen,andashell,to supposeihat his
political happiness eanbe enduring, while his rellgouﬂ obliga-
tions are disregarded. I-plead not this day; A a ‘sectanan,
as a teacher nor as a professor of the chiristian rehgmn. I
Bpeakuamanandapatnot Withm;rﬁrmhehefthatour'_
| oountrymloet,.asﬂoonas christianity has falledtoemh'ol us
ag individuals, or at least, the moral majority-of us; I thust

be indulged thus tb speak. Is it asked-—what are you pleada
ing for ; & state-religions christianity embodied in the govern.,
‘ment and sanctioned by it?.- No, I. abhor_such unholy -amal.
gamation; yoot, trunk ‘and fruit.. What then do you want{

. I want to speak of our danger.. I wish no legislation on the.
subject of religion, no civil penalties for religious opinions,, S
~ hindrance of- discussion by speech or the press, - Let religious
| arpahtlcalhemsybepreached anywhere and by any one;
let the most extravagant sentiments on any subject be peeached:

. by man or woman, any where and -by sy one; if no con-
s ) ) lr. l -
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S gy JM»MM vl mnnm MmmpMHIm
ok fj &pm ullmns the’ consutution, or from
yooh .,nmboqmy . Deéply us 1
infuence ¢ religi us. anepticism,. k' more desply
-Hpixik.of! pqmcut\on aud Jngolm which :meets it -
vnth ‘*‘nny other t.hnn the moral weapons of truth and love.
: .Thms notwhnt L want. Bu; wo believe, that if christianity
' .whtjnmxtn saving mﬂueme from our-land ; if the moralgo-
:vemmentofGod.admini'at'emdby Jemchnﬂt.oeuestomould
1 thechmcter of the :mdmduak who. COMPOose - this nation § lf
" your Eabbath ia blotted ont, your:preachers slleneed; your .
| fears and hapea of mmom.luy ridiculed ; ‘your children trein-
| 'ed atbest,undar ahe;,.uleu,bhmﬂem momhty,,youwxllthm |
have the materials of the most fearful anarchy“tlme has seen.
Eolne Gaéaar or Cmmwea,l or. Ng:oleon must aelza the helm
to gmde us away from the rocks rocks .and whirlpools- of a.nnrchy
and then ke may make. hii govemment hka_Rehol)oama-
whosa faxher’s yoke was heavy, but his little ﬁnger -was thicker
than his father’s. loins;; - his fntherchastuedthem with whips; .
'bug he with scorpians. - We' must-be -a religious-people, or .
+ the time is notfardmaptwﬁﬁnthelaat Fourth of. July Ora-
tion will have been delivered ;:unless the tymt of that peri-
od ahonld find and foe- 'S0IMe mmcmant pa.rqsyte in mockery

to delecrate thus: nonaecratad day, by euloges on tbo mr'

Ib Hj ' “'Ilb
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chy of the onoe’ ropnbliom 'Amérlu* ’*Yod muthlv&bu&of
j.mpgmnpﬂndpwmwmw

- fores, The'very woil: of Colmbia:Would-:refise’ to sustain.

| ) vastthanour’s

the Taiter~ And we are nowmwmm tli&bther.*tﬁo fast
fe:pohﬂ:entnbfdivil liberty, o farws the pnuﬁplo‘q ‘coticern-
' edy - Every: ﬂ»rmﬁ-quowmlnembybnne forob liss beeri tried.
_Every thing" but &' ‘government soparated’ from’ ehmﬁamty :
and yet mQulded byn has ‘béen tried. * Nothing'else ever
yet tried by 'man, has' secured sell’-gwemmem sufficient to
‘sutain a pumly mpmnutive govérnmient. ;' The’privats in-
fluence of christianity’ i§ then your sheet anchor. . Never, ‘ch
‘mever venture on time's mcky and tampeatuous coast wﬂ.hom‘
it,,  ——. S Lt e Tt *
a Pardon me, fellow: 'ttitizens. that so' much of youi' time on
this joyous day, has been occUpled -with héaring this sound &f
alarm. © Were I speaking only for the fourth-of July, I'could
have moved the air with sweeter sounds; and. -played & softer
or 8 bolder meledy. But ¥ -gpeak ot‘and for the generations
which come yonder in the far fituré. - They have no part in-
the transacuons of this day : but thelrmvestment i yet more

y- |
But you are not unwr!hng to hear of dmrs. Dangem do

not trouble noble. minds ;- but form and .éxhibit their noblest
traits. We should be mllmg to- believe that there are ‘dan-
gers, and : to see them distinctly. - In- faét, many among ’ us
are even predicting’ that the'time of our destruction is near at °
hand, But merely to appear’- wme, to- shrug ‘the -slﬂulders'
and predict evil, is as unmanly on the one hand as it is on
the other to shit. the ear agamﬂt every ﬁ'lendly admomtlon,
and refuse to hear any other voice than that of tﬁe flatterer.
Our mstitutions are in danger, because they are human, and
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P!ilh ofzhpiupuﬁehm G*Mbnﬁdum Butdaigeu
m-ﬁmwpm of: our dm‘fplﬁe* Dur greatert and best

) I’I‘

ﬂmqﬁdp‘md. ¥ hua npobm of thamﬂhnt they may.
H ir;ﬁd:lhmwumuymoatthm m.tlme. c
r%mm thonenllfm-th-the llmted and a.ndent G) &
-. otﬁmurdﬂthhpeople. e

. ampohbmuray ufoundmformingmdmmmﬂtga
- fnmmm NATIONAL  CHARACTAR. -Theye are a great many °
otherfu:pqmnt objects. - But. their 1mportsnee is subordinate.
Andug it is ‘important ; 1t is- also the :noblest object, to which
theronorglea of .a nation.'can -be directed. - I repeat.it, ‘and

. hold i it up before my eount:rymen as an objeet worthy of the
the most a.rdent ambition.. Let us mdler undenake. with
the blessing of God to form a national eharacter which Time
shnll iove to hold up as ths model of unbem millions; let
ours be s hntory which he shall -love to write upon our

. ountain tablets of granite. Here is an obJeet for which none
are too exalted none too low. Here is a work'in ‘which o
natlon has fally preeeded us. None has” ever lifted a monu-
ment whoge glory will vie with this. - We havaa constitution
_and liws nearer perfectlan than amy, have reached before ;o
now it only remains that that eonshtutmn and code be com-
_mitted to a “people prepared to use them; and we have at-
‘tained a height as stable as it isunrivalled. Egypt trusted to.
her pymmds for enduring fame, Greece.to her temples and
statues,  Italy to ber literature  and pmnMgs, France to the .
' record of her- conquests But none of them aimed at the
- happinéss of their citizens. - The €zar of Russia miade a noble‘
effort to civilize his eubjects. .. Sparta- framed all her, laws'

for the formation of a national military character. Great
4. .

= e - . "
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" Bntain, and especially Booﬂmd, Thave delervad well of man-
kind for their efforta te. enlighten and olwate the mass of N
their'people. But_ Pruuia ‘stalids yet' unmralled in this no-
blent omerpnm of governmenu and- men. Pruuin hay be-
,gun to dlg. not in the quarries of manlE: but of mind. She
~ isrea) .not castles nor coliseums, but a nation of enlightened
and chnmamzed men. And itis not among the leut of ance 8 .
* honors that uhe has placed herself at the féet of this pmneer
nation, to learn the art of educntmg as well as governing her .
citizens. It.is true, many of .our cmzens have long reﬂectad
" and intensely felt on this subject. Some honorable . efforts
are now in successful operation. * But as-a nation, we ‘have
never been aroused foit. If I mistake not our citizens; it
only needs to be he}ﬂ up through the length and breadth of this
land, and there will-be but one heart and judgment. - Tknow,
'my countrymen will Tove to belong to ope great pohucal par-
ty which shall not seffarate them from one another in senti-
ment or action, and whose title shall be Synonymous With— .
American, Oh, could I this day consult the m:ghty dead ;
did the spirits of our. pllgnm fathers in the north and the
- south hover over this assembly; were “the martyrs of liberty
here ; ; were the patriotic . and brave men of “the revolutwn
here; I would ask, without fear, their sanction. Yes, by the
. mergy of God, I.can appaal to the living, 'to this httle frag- '
ment of that noble generation.* To _you I turn; for your
presepice.here seems to __gwe reality to our -history, and to
~ transport us back, where we are surrounded by that wonder-
ful race.of men. O yes; to ypu I appeal you haveé toiled
and wept and prayed over this country, when. it was atrﬁg-" '
gling doubtfully for an independent existence, Bu_t.::low you:r |

*Alluding to tha four revolutionary heroes prosent: '

al
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i . Wﬁo e “Ahd“hbwwll ul-have we lout your noble
thave'X siot pmﬁted the’ nght-courueto y6iir children,
]ihb ?uvgetl them to form a noble and a hqmogeneoun

. "?-1

MOMI ehmterf Fethem is not thu the top-stonie ofyour

léved ed:ﬂne? ‘In'not this the consutnmat,lon of your toils and
| *‘licnﬁeea; lhnll we' not’ hereby prove oureeh‘ea worthy of.
© ouk ibentry? A )
L 'l’erh:pa it is a0 an i\enerab:e tax upen your lundness and
‘patmnee, to detain- your attenuon “while T e:pand this topic
,lmto a atatement of the speclﬁd nepe for aecomphahmg this
great object, “If I may-be allem'; they ahell be bneﬂy laid
'myourv:eW“ I begin with© _~©

1. Piety. ' If pagan there or Socratee were harahguemg .

| .’ his countrymen he'- would 'Sy more. than tl:ns.* I should

.be eshamed 288 chﬁstlan, to say less. Here we must begin.

The very necessities Of man® 8. naturé as a moral and religious

- bemg deznand this,” It is But cheatmg him, to talk of his po-

 Titical Blessings, if you ddprive him of all the” redeemmg
~and suetammg infldences of | true religion, Irreligion and im-
morality are aelf-destructlen. “But more than this, as has been

Mﬁbﬂﬁeﬂ l"‘#ﬁffnbd ycmr worlth do follow*

ity w*ué%m‘”m OF ‘war. . “Ou'§ ave-thé'employ-

remarked ;" there’ aré certain influences of the moral govern- .

ment of God and of thegﬁapel of Jesus Chnst, ‘which must be™
o blended n thelr eperahons npon man, to make him a fit sub-

ject of a free government.- There is not, and ‘cannot be a suf:
ﬁclently powerful hold upon the hopes, fears . and censclences’

of the mass, even for political purposes, from any other soyrce. .

Piety must be the first element in national character ; for God
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. sita upon his ;hronemthe hﬂvana,nnd v{ﬂl upey. tbo Gom-
bined natipn the sins of individugl membexs, eS laugh at
the lightnivg, and defy ita stroke ;. bt méck: mt. proyoke not

nghteoul Judge of men esnd meh We needpnty as .
patriots ;. for the ‘arm oprd hndever been thig nation’s bul-
wark, and gver must be .To look for hflTplp, !hen; wqmtpt
. posgess that piety which pleaﬂel him, a,nd whmhpmﬂq him.

o Yes, if the men.of thig nauonam ashamed ta pray, or hate'to

pray, God will let us fall; The despiser, of prayér is ha who
would cut the cords that bmd us to the thrope.of God’s mer-
cy, and let us drift, the sport of wWinds and waves, The pie-
ty that will save us, must consist ‘of a deep sensé of:. uuiebted-

. ness to God for the past, and of dependence ypon him for the
future ; and a deap sense of responsibility to him. . All clas- -
ses must fee] this, -and especmlly men of mﬂuence, and pm-
eminently the conductors of the public press. -Our plety must
embrace ]usuce to our nelghbors. justice to natlons, fidelity i
fulfilling promises, and'the scrupulous obaervanca of treaties.

‘ The institutions of Christianity must be cherished ; the Sab-
bath of God must be a day of corporeal rest,.and of mental
elevation abgve the business and pleasures of 'this world.
_There must be dn ascendancy of the intellect arid conscience
over the animal propensities, and of the 'baﬁévofent' over. the
selﬁshfeelmgs Let another feature of our national character be,
2. Love of the constitution, enlightened and ardent. Our -

- fathers loved it; because it is a good theory. - We love it, be-
Pm——

cause it 18 the very instrument of aur prosperity and happl-

" ness. Let us form a great party ‘composed of every citizen |
of the United Statess every member of which shall study
and stand by the constitution. We will allow rQom enough

for dwermty of sentiment in the eonstructlon “of that mstru
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* thﬂ WbOh. 1% Nohmpnnnt axpedmcy. ho

'm ‘P Pﬁ immediatly secured, mupt justify, for an
- inktant by, mrmahmorm saorpd principles. I speak of
| m-mowm WWW lta "for no.other is of any value.
.'Wﬂ Mﬁ ‘Q“ﬂdéﬂlﬂndtbetnm lumtﬂ ofthapoweraof the
miate m"f‘d"“l governments, the dehcatmbomduy line be-
twyeen persoal froedom s civil subordinixtion. Thé. unbi-
.md l#mlnmmuon of jugtice, Givil and. criminal ;. the right

,of persorial hbertyand oftnalbyjm-y; the . inability of the

‘same citizens or of any self-constltuted tribunal to become

‘law-ma.kere. judges,, jury . -and emcuuoners ; the freedom of
| oplmon, discussion and pubhcand’n these are points sacredly

ahxelded, a.ndmghta aolemnly mteed by the constitution.

- But they have all been trampfed under foot, with the tyrant’

plea.of neceBEIty.l If /t,hm is purmeda little further ; e are
rumed We~ must be protected by law in the dmcusslon of

'.any aubject in this counﬁ'y, pr we must abandon the censtitu-

tion, - And then'l admit, that at the same time we ought to

give. thq world a model'af the manly, courteous, candid and
skillful dtscuamon of difficult-and. dehcaxe subjects,

We _have another means - of formmg pational character,

. which I cannot now state at ‘any length propbrtlonate to its

importance. It is, . -
3 Natwnal Education. - Not that it appem‘s demrable for
the geneml governmeipt to form a system ; but rather that 11:
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them -mm ew i it 'with uyﬂem nn& wnh*in muoh tmi;
formity u posdible:: ffIt‘lhoilId pfobably be hiére as in Pruma,

dutinet department of the staté government." -t should be .-
% orgmllod as:to’secure’ th: ‘education’ of évery: child, ' In

one sense: the govomment should consider the children thoir

 propertyy as: the Lacedemonian governmient did lnterb.lly and
absolutely. 3} parents will educate their owmclnldren, that

exonerates the state.. But as every man and clnld is K.mg in .

this conntry, we- want no uneducated king, “'We want the
poor to have opportumues for. the best -education for the sta.”

- tionin life which they shall be quahﬁed to fill. No expendi-
tures of money can be unneceseary or wasteful, ﬂmt are de-
manded by this object. We expend nillions to erect forti-
fications of mottar and stone. Let us spend ' twice as much
to construct the bulwark of well educated min& Libraries

furnished with the very choneeat food and medlcme of mind

should be accessible to every body at the' publw expense.
Lyceums should open their doors to all clasees We Want

schools for makmg enllghtened mechamcs, farmers, merchants |
and laborers. The eonst:tutlon and an eutYme of the lawe, |

. the riglts and duuee of cmzene, the “history of -our nation

should be gravén on every American - mind. . The intellect,

| coneclence and heart must all be educated together, and even
the body, so far ds we are abla to efféct it. - So minute ought
education to be, that we should liave a nation of strong, agile,
graceful men ; to say nothing of what tmght Bo Qone to finish

- the natwe ‘elegance of the other sex. ~ If Prewdence has gi-
ven man a frame capable of elegance and strength, and agili-

ty ; it is for some kind and Wlee "purpose. Let us then train
it so. And 1f we aheuld bestow such care on the bedy, let the

L



Wmﬂm to its. relatwo‘vnlue. A
. ghfeh?d pi censclence, is indwpenub]”'
: ‘P:; f'.f??- want ,'.""*3' thit will Syoid wrong Because

. m «mt}u o llWB m ?'“PQ Of Mnd A“ thﬂ IIOblB
f“Pl n""rp;““hem whieh Pﬁl‘mm to mnn u a member of

u ment of the fannly and ‘of the uchool
‘ plg' | 4_ *_‘Ii !the ture ciftzen, whether he is to be in au-
‘o mr-.- A PEIVALRY :
‘ mty, or ynderit. The duuea of parents and children and
mqn toz men, and to God must be taught and. impressed by
prmq)t and enmple. And while the Pubhc schools are
wel! Mnbd let vo]untary schools’ go on in mpmvemqnt
mora rapl_dly than the othera can. Let the Sabbath Schools
] be qalled nursenes of patnots Let the parenta in whose bo-
s0m8 tha feelmgg of patriotism glow this day, go home and
educate under theu' own roof, the inheritors of Amencan li-
’ berty, and the American conétitution.
- As 1 look-at this wasting group of patrlots (for there "are
but four where I had'looked “for ten ) as I search for thelr .

. |
| .compamons as I mazk, that although Time has been com- |

.mmsmned to stmngthe] the republic, he is also chargetl to
spare ‘none of its fathe ; my thoughts turn to the young men
~ ofourland. I-see a eparture among them from the spirit
- and practice of the fathern; whlch augurs unpropitiously. Our’
mdependenee was achleved our institutions were formed by |
the umted ¢ounsels and efforts of the country It was never
entrusted to a few. - ‘And. 50 far 3s it is"80 at any time, we
~ become virtually an - aristocratic government, whéfever its
‘hame or fom Of all elassea 6f men who may be supposed
]usuﬁable in euch neglect, the profession . to which X -belong,

may be ranked first. = Yet I claim no such exer?_t}en, nor'al-




.

" selvia masterso ourhmtonyand

h r =%y M‘ﬁ

by mduéfng him to reuort

who comumit thelr poht:ﬂl mmﬁﬂgmulpmsibmnm toother
. hands;_thatthey are machines, mptfree and intelligent guarde- -
ans ofthen- omtry'awelfn_re 5 9!9 young .mgen make them-

constitution ;. l!et them combine.
together toform anahonal chqra.oterwhmk eommand the

- IH
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. ‘omg_. “Tha ]ust deparl:mg frpm us. -
What shalll myto them?, ﬁ lﬁe will” you qcmmplmh the,;
work 80 welr'begUJl. 80 mucli “f ' of heaven? Yes, ve-

nerated 'men; Dismiss your foars .Give up your anxious’
cares. ' Now turd’ yém* thoughta to that bright and peaceﬁ.ll "
world, Wwhere-cares- -ghall no more vex.you, .and: where you -
shall.enjoy thafreedomo,fthesonsofGod; whem the foot.of:- -
tyranny-never :; trod Go, go in peace. and'.dw llwnhtb,m
Captam of your Bnlv&tmn, and keep an etemal 'jubllee We.

will gitard the repubhc. ‘We will h’and yo’ur sacred t:reasure '
untamisiied ﬂnd unspmleﬂ 0.youf and our pouterxty. .- .




