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Mr. Tromas T.KinnEy,
Sir,

The Committee appointed to make arrangements for the cel-
 ¢ebration of the 28th Anniversary of American Independence, fuel
it a duty they owe to you, to their fellow citizens, and thamselves,
to-request @ copyof your Oration for publicatios—a compliance
with our request will oblige

Yours, e,

THOMAS WARD, v Committee
AARON FOHNSON, of
DAVID C. BALDWIN, )} Arrangements,

Newark, Fuly 6, 1804

Messrs. Tuomas WarD, Aaron JounscwN, & Davin C.

PAaLpwin.

Gentlemen,

In oompliance with your requesty, Iherewith transmit you
e copy of the Oration, delivered by me, en Wednesday, the 41h

18stant,

Your humble Servant,

THOMAS T. KIVNLY.

Newark, Fuly 7, 1804.
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Friexps axp Terrnow-CrrTizeNs,

O NCE more have we assembled to celebrate the Anniversary
of our Freedom’s birth. Again have we convened tocom-
memorate that eventful pericd, which wrested us trom the fang;
of Despotism, generated our national existeice, and eventually
entitled us to the glorious epiilictsy GREAT, UNITED and FREE,

1s there one bosom prcseat that cnes not glow with the genial
warmth of joy, in coutempizting this unrivalled scene 2 In
this vast assemblage ot Yreemen, might I recognize ore, w!ose
breast it not fired with the gladsome emotions of unadulierated
happiness ¢ No! each beart within these walls, vibrates with
Yively sensations of rapiure, and jeyiully Lails the arrivil of

. L}
this memorabie uay.

Permit me, my fiiends, on fancy’s aivy piaion, to w-it ven
¢’cr the beaulicd plains of our favoured country, and die ot v
views to a grenty a neble scene—six millions of peojle, fice Ly

the flame of patrivlicm, joining in one gencral trar oy rtob e
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aiarsed thy congnering course-—though prostrate millions may
nave yizlded to thy wighty power, and bewed submissive to your
w.li-=fiere, in this happy land. thou art derided and despised ;
Fere mn easy prey wall satiate thy despotic spirit ; Aere the proud,
the lofty {ubric of {freedom firmly stands upon the rock of patrio-
t:sm 3 lere undaunted hosts of freedom proudly laugh at the
. 1 (] A
powers of confcderatea tyrants o

When Icast an inspecting eye o’er my country, and witness
the glory which marks the progress of her national career, the
prosperity which pervades her acts, and the tranauility which.
inhabits the adodes of her citizens, my youthtul bosom burns
viith arapturous emthusiasm, the legitimate offspring of grati.
tude and joy,  From the sanguinary scenes and desolating wars
which have recently devastated Eastern empires, cur favoured
country has been happily exempt.  Wlhile the groans of op-
},rcssw' millions, and the tremendous thunders of embattled
bosts, have wafted in rapid succession along Eyropean shores,
here has peace, the mild and benignant harbinger of felicity,
liberaliy dispensed her blessingss  While the accursed devasta.
tions of tyranny in the East, have prostrated the lotty dome and
lowly cot, or crimsoned the verdant face of nature with the en-
riching biood cf murdered humanity, here has security taught
us so be happy ; here does the towering fabric, the village cot-
tage, or the stately forests, waving their lotty headsin all the
wajesty of unaturey proclaim the freedom and felicity of this

Fis D2 €M,

Tie Coverament under which we live ic perhaps the best quaii.
felioed spersing nacional felicity of any system of rule, recoguni-
= by theanuals of History.—=Thz elements of 1ts existence pos-
yr=2all Thiat sunplicity and enerpy, which, in combination, ever

Y

waase o most sadutary effects, and premise the lorgest duration
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the equal rights of ail men, form substantial Pulars of the f.bric.
while Public Good constitutes its brozd 1nd imnovealile base.=-
Let the deluded advocates of monarchy and dzepotism decry th
tendency of equal rights; let them densurce the indigent as
herds of Swine, and exalt the cpulent to the tascinating eminenc=
of Lord and Muaster ; let them delineate the energy cf their f1-
vorite institutions ; let them imprecate all popular syssems, a1
in harsh tones of thunder, anathematize their existence— Reiuo-

licanism will survive the curse, and erected on tie broad base of
UxiversaL JusTicE, proudly deride their impotens powers,

It is a position suscentible of unequivocal demonstration, th s
all men possess an equal interest in government, and an egua’
right to its immunities.-—Nctwithstanding Reason and Ev;eri-
ence have combined to fortify the doctrire, still do we hear .t
derided and denied : the ignorance and irdigence of the infericr
classes in society constitute the basis of opposition, upon whici
every specics uf ridiculc, calumny, and declagation is ercated®
But an impassionate glance at the situation of society in thi:
country, will at once unfold the fallacy of this flagizious dogma.
—The man who is adequate to the discharge of his requisite du-
ties cannot be termed ignorant—that man is relatively as wise az
Fehovah himself*.—In represer tative systems the duty of a cit-

* The sentiment here conveyed, although great pains hate lec::

used to misrepresent and pervert it, ts strictly correct.—The
comparison may apply equally with man and his maker, as w:t';
man and man: the most ignorant person increation is rclaticel,
as wise as the most enlightened ; and the man who can discharge
the duties incident to his station, is relatively as wise ¢s his Creq-
tor.— No matter how much superior the wisdom of the onr iz 1>
that of the other ; it cannot destroy altogetherthe relation.—1I p: -
ieit against the idea of profanation,
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izen.s great, important, and iuteresting : no one, however, i
more 2o, than the discriminating choice of rulers. An exercise
of the rght of sufferage is the mcst important act in the cata-
lopne of civil duties 5 wnd the an who is cempetent to its ex-
ecution, 1s suficiently enhghtened {or the peiformance of any re-
quisition.=~1he question niay now arze, Are the peeple of thess
Urited States sufficiently inteiligent to elect their rulers ?—Tt
an obvinus truthy that I may be competent ty designate a man
of wisdoin, without being wise n.yselfs  Allowing then that tlie
peopie are not strictly wise and enlightened still itis evident
they may be capable of declaring who are so.  This capacity or-
ininates in the peculiar blessings of a republican government.
eflection is freely exercised ; the freedom of speech and press
affords an €. _nsive ficld for mental exercise ; every movement of
those in possession of power is freely canvassed, & published from
one end of the empire to the other ; information is liberaily diffu-
sed 5 a proiniscuous intercourse among all personsand a mutual
inierchange of sentiments arising from the equality that exists a-
mong; cur citizensg contributes powerfuiiy toa just estimation of
character and talents ; the information acquired by one is not
confired within the contracted circle of hisown breast, but Le
comes widely diffused and disseminated ; a mutual benefit ic en.
joyed from mutual researches and enquiry—taking these circums
stances in combination, and they powerfully fortify the affirma.

tion, The seazle are adequate to the election of therr ruicrs.

Test inwever a doubt should remain, I alduce the authority of
the profound & distinzuished Mentesguieu—-® The people are
¢ 2t iy wvell qualified for clivesing those whom they are to ene

tru:t with apart of e asthavitse They Lave anly to be gove

cted By Grounetances winc they cannct be stiangers te, and

By facts datare obvicas to -euse* Wil the authority of ta s
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ing for thisy ttrenders then comuetent o divdimpgroro e
requireds. No lonper ot a5 Leary their imnornrce pores o
froma propur ex-rcise of au ('ris!ﬂl 1'!'::;'.&, Lo RO U

an enjoyment of it upjustand wreng, Suel o v o
the conten pt they mygrit fiom @ preat st exghtrarc oty

But we are told, the ivais nn do st por e sy e e

in povernment, and consrqacntly are not entiid o wnoo !
¢ O

right to its henefitss A more Samiticae, Soopovicy ond wtiere.

publican principle never saluted the ear of n.a1.

For the protection of Jife, Zilertyy and froreriy ving oaen.
mment instituted 3 the man thercfore who porsoeove cither i ens,
tled to an equal participation in its beuchiss It a contrany G
tiine prevails, preperty clene canqualdy for the cnjovment o
those benefits ; property alcne can create an intorect ane oo
a right : life and liberty arcat crce Cvested of O dir Jein s co
an erjoyment of irnmunities, which their seperior valve entit)-
them to recerve 3 wealth will forim the aiternien by wlich mer s
and worth of character is to be estimuted. An estalli Lonent o
this doctrine will tend to the total demolitien of our libertymto
a total disregard for life. 'l'hc combined influerce ard worth o f
the two latter, will be culjocted to the power and infyence ft
iue former.  The it‘"ﬂt?cm'c' of preperty m any mlmttm;lt.\' i suf.
Lciently extended, exclusive of any aid or force which savern.
ment inay impart to 1t ; and poverty i3 suﬂicicn:!y foathio e,
without disqualifying its victiins for the pUssessicn SHONBIEREN |
rights.  Shall a human Ccing be puniclicd for iifs feverty 2 N ra

but an infatuated faratic will dare to aniwer me in t), e wiiiena

4

tve—Yetitisa lamentuble ttuth that evon in cur land have

these principles Leen prepazated and ad hed, inan,
FITNENES!

ush at thy depravity b Aristocracy, avount wich thy

\
‘“ J2000 s,

B) o ..
Puat for 2 moment let noogumnete s R R R R I
. .



R

the pasession of wealth ; that the rights of property are crects
ed into a distinct, separate, and abstract interest,

The rich are even now sufhciently proud and arrorant to
despise the people—but give them the astendancy which thig
interest will unquestionably create, and they wiil immediately
oppress them, Dossessing greater rights, they possess greater
rower—2nd possessing greater power, they certainly possess the
instrumment of oppression : Arrogant now, they will be despotic
then. Dut abstract the rights of property from the common
cwock of rights, and one ef the most odieus features of despotism
i< delineated—priviledged orders and arbitrary distiuctions (the
inmediate representatives of monarchy) must evident!y receive
existence.  Yorsurely conferring greater priviledges upon one
yan than upon another, is drawing an evident line of dise
tinction ; and when drawn between any body or sect of people, it
immediately renders the most powerful a priviledged order. In
every government where these distinctions are recognized and
cherished, hostile interests, inveterate resentments, and perni-
cious contests must necessarily exist 3 and it is a truth well sub.
stantiated that a répablican system can illy sustdin the conse-’
qu=nces resulting from repuynantinterests.  One common, gen-
eval, and universal interest, should bind together the great body
ot the prop’», and that interest being once severed and divided,
the very essence of the institution is demolished. Jealousies,
eamities, and inveterate resentinents would eventﬁal!y ripen
o onen and uﬂqualiﬁed rebellion.  The indigent, viewing the
batitual exercise of political rights by the wealthy, would expe-
rience a poignant pang at the depression of the ir state, aud en-
tertain a desire to humble their proud oppressors, by tumbling
their lofty bulwarks in uandistinguished ruin.  Like a combus.
utle volcano, one solitary spark thrown ameng them, and the
widest desolation, conflagration and destructicn would ensuc,
Piaconnected te the government cr te each other by the ties of
& generai aterest, and impelled by the joint and powerful im.
pulse of ambition and avarice, every opposing object must be

prostrated | every vestic ofoider er subiection must be annibi.
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fated ; tie steel of brother must drink a brother’s bleod ; cach
gale of air would waft to our ears the piercing shricks of mur.
dered infancy, or the agonizing jroans of mangled and expiring
age, while LIBERTY or DEaTi echoing through the stieets,
proclaim the great resolve dfaninjured peoples  The hLaud cf
dpprcssion in order to enforce subjection and secure a totteriny
power, would press with redoubled vigor ; animated by the hope,
of maintaining, and rouzed by the {ear of losing all authority,
the conflict would receive additional force, and cventually termi-
nate in unqualified vassalage, or turbulence, anarchy and de-
struction ! Is there a human being present, is there an Ameri.
can within these walls, who can contemplate this faithful delin-
eation of anarchy, and still advocate doctrines which condust ta
its existence 1 there is, to him would 1 say, thou art a srai-
tor to thy country’s freedom,

Even in our own land have we heard these iniquitous dogmas,
avowed : a land, which proudly boasts of having prostrated
every ensign of despotism, and aclepted the pure unadulterated
maxims of Liberty and Equality, Yes, even from the distin-
guished and honorable station which I now bccupy, we have
heard anathemas against the peonle’s rights, and imprecations
liberally bestowed upon their advecates. The respect cu. to
age might in part palliate the iniquity : unfortunately however
no such palliation exists—lct the s the contempt of an insulted
butenlightened people, screen from severer 'p'unishment the in-
fatuated being. |

Although I stand here as the unequivocal asserter of equal
rizhts, still I donot desire to inculcate that levelling spirit,
which tends te the tctal prostration of magisterial authority.
Jfour magistrates are disrespected, their act: will be disregard.

S

ed-=laws will lose their eflicacy—=rAnarcy must ensue ; and in
this turbulent period, when the kuman soul foams and rages vu-
der the dire agency of tremenduous passions; when ambiticn,
avarice, and jealousy combine their deletereous influerce to he.
wilder the understanding, and darken thie rays of reascu—t'en |

say, will some bold aspiring adventurer dart from the ¢ nvulid

s, with an impetuous blew cruch the last vestige of frevds
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r1d volaly grasp the sceptre of powe cre==Guaidian Geniusof my
wonntry ! protect, ah, protect her from this awful catastrophe !

For one menent permit me to direct your attention to the un-
iivalled prosperity of our ewpire.—Iappy, happy beyond des-
crintion l—Here the splendid appendages ¢f despotism are un-
known ; here the equal rights of man are recognized and cher-
1shed 5 here the pure principles of republicanisin predominate,
and flourish in all their vigor ; Aere, (listen ye powerless advo-
cates of monarchy,) here the people are Gry.aT, SOVEREIGN, &
UnrinitEd 1v PowEenr ; Aere they are masters ! But ah! re-
joice ye iriends of fre2dom and of man, for herea Jefferson lives
and rules.—The happiness, prosperity, fam~, and glory of his
‘country speak his best eulogium. Governed & guided by him, our
infant empire is rapidly tending to the pinnacle of terrestial glory ;
st is {ast approximating to the most exalted station, among the nu-
mercus empires of the world,

Indulge me but a moment more. Happy thrice happy day!
when ages upon ages shall have rolled awzy, and when count-
fess centuiies Sh.&'@ have successively descended to moulder in
the tombs of their predecessors, thy fame will survive 1 all 1ts
fustre—-future generations will chaunt anthems of transport at
thy dawning, and hail with rapture thy anneal return.  Those
patriot inspirations which inspired our fathers to announce our
freedom, will by thy r&u’x’*h be rekindled in the bosoms of their
posterity——will prompt them to perpstuate that government, for
the atta:nment of 'which, their ancestors fought, bled and died.

Tasn wolilour” freedom and fclicity have attained an unex-

ampled eminence—~they will acquire 2 Tourdation which the

combined powers of confederated despots will be unable to  sub-
p ! .

vert——=then, ah ! then, will the beatified soirits of Washineton
) ) i § )

Worrern, anl Montgomery standine' on the azure battlements

) )

of Heaven, smile with celestial joy at the unizding glory of their

country 5 a glovy, whici shall sarvive till th2 last convulsive

puts ob expiring natuce, und only ke lost in the general disso.

Tocion of G osol uiv:;_;' YWoilds, TenrrwreLL ! mnocHANTING
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murprraviow vewrns |
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