N

et
e
"

& And badd' SelE
‘M(are i be.shm Wﬂty cmes rlcey 3
Eities of brojjiet swm*ewalhfex-—':
<P chdfgd graci &xgvﬂth r&v&\vin&powér*
4 Mabitins thiriree mdi their tiam stree ?
“ Nor cruel deed' nor miser)f‘xs knowm L

-




SR e T T B

f“ S ORATION,&c.

_”‘W -*-—--ﬂ\ . A e i\ o

L Lt s for a few moments suspend our emotions of
mirth and festivity, while we turn our attention to the
more glorious oceasion, which has summoned us to-
gether. In common, or as is usual among the Patriots

| of America, we are met in commemmoration ol that

) day, the recollection of which, must awaken all the feel-

- ings of American pride and call forth these noble en-

ergies of soul, which governed our ancestors in the

declaration of that Independence which it must be the
ambition an: boast of our nation to maintain.
. Tuar day which gave birth to the genius of leerty,
; "o spreads her banners' o’er our wide domain, and
shelters us from every impending " ruin, with which
we are threatened by instilling into the hearts of our
worthy Freemen, a love of leerty, Truth, Patrietism,
and Religion. - |

* Haveiyfor us, thefirm zeal of our councils, and
.¢he undaunted prowess of our arms, enable us to re-

%W‘ Lhe \ﬁ‘_‘,., - (1,. DAY AR ﬂ‘)tl'\“m}‘ ‘.'w,“.w 1:-:--11-‘1 thee .
phoc el sults f.uiu the cunsciowsnéss o mvmg
spimiFérom yncestors, who, disdaining the restraints of

o ~&pendency, nobly dared to be free.

FREQUENw recurrence to first principles, will always
be attended.‘with advantage; observing them in all

their original purity and force, their value and import-

ance will-be imvressed on the mind, and we will be
better enabled and disposed to correct their abuse or
corruption, to renovate their vigor, and enforce their
obsesvance.

In this view, the Aniversary we are now celebrating
has its peculiar use ; it reminds us of *he virtuous en-
te*pﬁsc of our ‘ancestors, who bardtea heir blood to
puktliase a freedom, iheir high opinion il liberty,
theirsolemn determination to perfst’ w w1 ine:e eoté"r

ey, ¥ather than become the ignoble vassals of domi-

necring power, ldbouung undu the yoke of bondage,
or wear out their lives in servitude and chains.
It teaches us in the most emphatic language, and ex- .
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bibits te s in the most alluring colours, the duties
which we owe to our country and postcritv and ac-
curscad be that spirit who is so far sunk in lethargy,
that it does ndt catch the generous enthusiasm, from
thosc illustricus examples, “and swear, that such shall
 forever be the boast of Amcru. an pride.
i 'T'ne changes and revolutions in governments, have A
generally been the str uggles of f‘nmmdmg" andidates
tor ascendency, contests for the sceptre of power, in
which the people have occasionally Leen used as ma-
chines, without sharing in the glory or advantage of
success or meeting with sympathy or compassion i
«defeat. The result to them, (the people), has beena
change of rulers without any addition to their happiness.
Individual ambition, and not public good, being the
purposes to be answered, the Hlush of victory -has ra~
ther served te exasperate resentments, than moderate
'~ the passsions—and the People, deceived by the hoyc Gf i
. better days hav ..‘ﬂf‘ﬁre uem tl T fowa,(i Jhﬂg;h nthefid e .
} ftedsed and 1heif '
. Wuicyg may ]ustly be sald to be the. ke
+dast Administration, when we were groa' T -und
| the weight of oppression, occasioned by interil 4asmt
, 1o support asit were regal grandeur. But how happ1~
ly is the order of things fixed in the general system .of
all things, by the Supreme Ruler ¢f the Universe—for
so 1t seems that there is no existing in this life without
the principle of oppositicn reigning; in this case we
: have it very brilliantly dis played—-kor as we haye so
4 lately been groaning under the weight of oppression,
., and now alléviated from the burthen, with how much ,,
L morc warmth and satisiaction do we embrace the hap-
py cpoch of a better regulated Government, than oth-
erwise we.chauy! ave done, had we not have been op
pressed with that wmght |
It appears, that the God of nature has SO fbrmed his
universal system of government, that one thing must
. always answer enother, and leave all things rightly
- considered on an equilibrium.
Hap we have been leftto enjoy ourselvesin all the
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freedom and harmony our hearts could wish, without
zny change or interruption in the statc ofour affairs, we

would have sunk down intoa lethargy, become inactive,

" inan‘maie and dissatisfied, because we became satiated
with the enjoyment or freedom and ease, and slaves o
idle passions, when the world would not have been spa-
cions enough, cr contaned luxuries sufficient to have
gratihed our voracious desires-—In short, we might
have thought this world but an empty shade, containing
nothing that could afford pleasure to unmeasurable pas-
sions, and even been dissatished with creation, because
it did not abound in varicty enough to g.atify the vo-
racious mind of man. | |

But now in this case, we are relieved from toil, frem
Yok=s, from Chains, {rom Prison and {rom bondage—
and are happy under our present Administrion, be-
‘cause it is wholesome nd not oppressive and we In a
chunged <iae of cristence, enjoying the blessings of
,h(—-‘; :‘ Yy ;,r'f‘?’! ¢ { . 7 A ‘

BuT however great the pleasure may be of commem-
morating those days which have marked the dignity of
a national chavacter, yet is the festivity clouded with
the sad remembrance of servile meanncss, or the most
condemnable indifference-—if glory dazzles on the one
“hand, its splendor is diminished on the other.
The cccasional establishment of their hiberties, are ra-
.ther to be considered as the result of favorable accidents,
than the fruits of any uniform system of rights.

BuTt our fore-fathers, who first settled this country,
brought with them thosc genuine principles of liberty,
which have governed it since its first establishment j—
The runderstoad the riphts which belonged to the Peo-
ple, and those which pertained to their Rulers, Idu-
cated in ibe school of Jurisprudence, they ‘acquired
these rational maxims of civil liberty, which will forever
-serve as props and orutnents of the society in which
they are cultivated.  "Their proud spirits would not
‘brook the approach of tyranuical authority—they refu-
sed toclank their chainsto the rod of any muster, or bind

hn -

tieir necks to any yoke; however light andeasy the bur-
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then, Adheringto these principles, and determining'to
support them at the hazard of their lives, their fortunes,
and thelr sacred hon@rs, tnat re Voh;tlon, whos¢ coma
mencement we arc now celebrating, was originated and
completed. o

Our fathers then presented to the worla anexample of

grc atness, wisdom, and zeal, whichare unequalledinthe
annnls of man, and which must de bovor to Americs,
as long as intvepiaty and virtue shall have a votas y’
oncarth, Tle T ‘npie of this country, havc abundan
causc therefore to {elicitate cach other, on the carly md
uniform opinion they have displaved of liberty in its
rational sensc-—of the industricus care with which our
ancestors first established it—ot the zeal and brave=
with which our fathers defended it, and the sohcu“de
with which they have transmitted to our hands, a re-
putaticn unstained by dishonor, unsullied by baseness.
And if any wretch can be xbund S0 base as to desert his
___country’scause in the hour «: axy cunger—to shrink
— fromihe servict she may rec. oz o L ar el to }P
the advocate of an 1mphmbm mzl L. g (e
marlk should be put upoi his forchead, to single him out
as a fit object for the cxcerations of his countrymen—
thie detestation of mankind, and the everlasting curse
of his God.

BuT to turn {rom the present uncouth subject, I thirk
I cannot beiter «.np;:'.s:: our Linds withn a virtuous
feeling, than by raising to wsvy SO of those extra.

ord: hfv traits, in the characier ol e Dlustrious Wash-

1

i'fzgtcm. To celcbrate bis o that heart-felt sym-
pathy 2nd aderation, whi E» s be m:nn:; Treemen,
wlen commemuorati g E‘ﬂt gay, which his virtues and
excrtions caused to be giorious,must be dizcharging that
GUty o ‘w:.,:; W2 owe to innt heaven-born son of Colum-
bin, wise setions uu, o i0re, but whese name must

¢t the sun, and as perma-
NCnL & Lu(, ‘ 5 b‘f agose Wihile porforming tuis duty,
Vo muel el 1 1 ihe czelusive *nzv:‘u se of expressing the

GCINCS CLouy Lorrovy, oo with thf‘ solen sht'{ leal
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er'x. we are Iu‘ 10 regret the great and irrecover-
ﬂble loss our country has sustained, by the death of

" her deliverer, we must feel a measure of joy arising from

the rc:ﬂe‘.,tmn thathe died lamented; many great and

C 7 virtaous mer) In various ages, and among the different

,{%_,,

natw 15 of thé World, have shined like the Moon in their
pccmm orbits; but when compared to the illustri-
ous HFashingtorn, who-ight with pre t‘)f':f‘ty be called
the resplendent Sun of America, whose virtues and a-
bilities poured forth the genial rays, and disseminated
tHehght and vigor of liberty in the héarts of the Sons
of Columbia—their glory and excellence was swallow-
ed up in the refulgency that procecded from our most
excellent‘ Chief.. Thosewho are inclined to extol those
who have been'femarkable for great abilities, represcnt-
ng any one of them as the perfection of human nature,
and insinuating that none more remarkable, eminent, or
virtuous gver lived, let them not lisp the name of Wash-
mgton, iestthe glory oitheir particular favorites be ecli-
s the light ofthetloon is by the 8ufi. TheGlory ~
of Columbia hasnever ben equalied .by thosc ornaments
of mankind. -

HEe was greater than Alexander..... Because destitute
of that guilty ambition that fired the breast of that hair-
brained Grecian youth.  When he appeared in the field
under the command of Braddoc, wehave everyreason to
suppose,that afervantdesiretosave his countrymenfiom
the cruel hands of the Savage barbarians, induced himta

leave the pleasuresof a rural, and endure the f'ttxegues,

toils, and dangers’ of a Soldiers life.

He wasgreater than Pespasian....His virtues were not
blottedby an insatiaiclovefor gold; hisnoble breastne-
ver lusted after such paltry stuff, it was not poverty that
drove him from his peaceful abode, neither was-he un-
der the necessity of entering the ficld to support a bro-
ken fortune, or to accumulate wealth ; his refusing a-
iy compensation for his scrvices evndmtly proves he
was not infecied with that persicious vice.

Fle was greater than Julivs Cezar......Althongh this
Roman chicf was eminent f;.w greai abilities, and par-
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dcular virtues, we find his reputation spotted v with prlde
and base presumption. Was W aﬁbmgton guilty of these
vices? Was the Commandey of the American Army, and
the Senate of Columbia in opposition to each other 2e—
Did the Genceral refuse to obey the orders of Congress?
Was he desivous to aggrandize himseif rather than
promote the cause of iberty ? INo; thr .e imperfections
never polluted the virtuous heart of Wdshington.

-He was groater than Philip 2nd Petera.... Thes
great meninjured their reputations by the acts of cru-
elty and barbarity they so often committed, which
shock the feelings of humanity to relate or hear.

Washington was a stranger to this ferocious spirit,
lie knew nothing of this beastly disposition, his soul did
not kelight in the aﬂhmom;md sufferings of others;his
fellow creatures—it was not made of stuff so stern.—
Did he ever smile when he heard theSoidier sigh, or
saw him weep? Did he stand unaffected when he saw
Liim biced? Irid he not cor~~‘sscvate his hard fate when
destitute of the necessari. « of 1ife? Did te ever hear

¢ mourning of the Soldi " W mw“ar;a the cries of
his orphan chi ldrﬁn, with.out sympatihing with thom
ard alleviating their sorrow if in his power the truly
brave are humam,, and are not insensibie when they
sce the tears, or hear the complaints of the distressed.
Obsaerve the conduct of Washington at the melan-
choly circumstance of the ‘U.l‘lfOI'tdLhte and much la-
mented Andre.

He was greater than Trajan... The worthy deeds of
this noble Lero,were tarnished by listening to the tongue
ot slander, which filled him with the spirit of jealousy,
that green eyed monster, the consequences of which
deprived many-thousands of their lives who were his
friends and delighied in his prcsperity. Our iliustrious
liera woudd wiibingty ba ve tho ughtall men virtuous as
he was vatuous,as a vicicus mind is always suspicions,
so a virtuous onc ks no evil,

He was greater than Clharles... Thi Swmdxsh moM-

k]

arch by his 1ushness and inte A_‘a rance, had 2 brave
army destrojed, in he midstof Ruosia by Peter; inail
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n‘ansact 'ons, we see more courage than canﬂue

sitmtrlen was deliberate in all hlS conduct, and. 3
"his theasures’ and e:ﬂcerms;d them with calmness; h
" well knew that in the multitude of.counsellors there i
" ‘gafety, and thereforedid not like Charles, keep his offi
 cers ignorant of his designs.

Washzngtukn' w,bad men exxsted,,but he was wils
ling-1g thinkihep groad, until ke preved himto be
" b a-&-Wkﬁ'ﬂP e atia Oﬂ‘ld to Mt a iy hagronlden.

“ther reform than destroy, his ear was never pleased
with the voice of slander, and if he was under the ne-
| mg@uy of hegring’atcusations, he was willing to make
low; Rees for ,prqudwe and party spirit--his

rer | d‘unul;h‘e haard the defence”

r glves hm the pre-cmmence
& could WEll bear an equal 3 5.
nthe jealous Pomf;ﬁy Ht ~.dn
rvied asmth#r for his merit—norigye¥ dcscended
ﬁhhascmeanrcss as tb heave qu scarrillous in.
””'1&8, 1 tthel teputation of aytval canditlatebew-
" ganse ha“would hew down the frame‘of‘his competitors -
characté?, to erect his own fabrication en the oher’s
. yuins, nor suffer his colleagues so to do. And I would Q
¥ ardently petition, with 2 thousand supplications, that
7 “such areformation hight take place in the breasts of |
“the People—that their future reputations migliv-not be:
stained with that black vice which has hgen so predom- |
. 'inant among. us—-unprovoked slander..
¢ When speaking of the virtues of Washington, I mxght
&dd Mercer, Warreit, Montgomery, and other departest ]
' Heroes. who' fell in the Revolution, whose virtues are
* “$minentin the sight of our veterans, bat to extol them ?
‘ all, would exhaust the most tranquil ‘mind ; therefore
we will conclude by saying, Awerica caw ho,af-t of ha- é
ving had great and good men, who posseased as great
virtues as ever were possessed—and thatwe fervently %
}xope, that .our present and fuiurerulers, mayb»e st;ll

greater and better,
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