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Amrerrcans 7

A moxe the days which have been
diftinguifhed for memorable events, that on which
the Independence of America was declared, ranks
hish in the calendar of fame. The affelting {cene
of an infant people, burflting afunder the bonds -
and fhackles of defpotic rule and foreign power,
and riling into exiftence and importance, is a fub-
lime fpeQacle, which the God of Heaven mufk
view with complacency and favor. Twenty two
vears have now elapfed, fince the rulers of America,
appealing to the fupreme Judge of the world for
the rectitude of their intentions, declared the then
colonies of America, free and independent.  QOurs
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be the pleafing talk, my fellow citizens, briefly ¢a
recapitulate the events, which preceded that decla-
ration, and thole of importance which have fince
tranfpired : And by thus taking a general [urvey
of the important occurrences recorded In the
annals of our countrv, and bringing frefh to your
recolletion, the collected wifdom; undaunted firm-
nefs, and ardent patriotifm, of our renowned fore.
fathers ; and fome of our cotemporaries, the fun
of whofe ageis falt declining, may you therehy be
animated to a vigorous and manly conduét, at this
perilous period 3 and fhow yourfelves the worthy |
defcendants of the 1llultrious founders of America.

BuT what events, from the thoufaﬁds which
have occured, fhall I fele&t for your emulation?
Shall I commence with the infancy of Maffachu-
fetts, and open to your view, that unequalied exams
ple of perfeverance, under every embarrafiment,
exhibited by our anceftors ?# Driven by the intol-
erant {pirit of perfecuting bigotry, from the eafe
and enjoyment of civilized foci'ety, we behold them
boldly encountering the perils of an unfrequented
ocean, and confidently feeking an afylum in
the lonely defarts and wildernefs of America;
then the eternal haunts of favage beafts and ftill

more favage inhabitants, But the God of Hofts
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giided, fupported, protected them; and by 4
virtuous courfe of hardy induftry, under the
kinde{l influence of Heaven’s bleflings, their pofs
terity becamne a numerous, wealthy, and happy
reople.  But America never was defligned to be
{ubje¢t to any nation on earth. This envied {tate
of prolperity and happinefs was {oon interrupted :
And by a {yltem of meafures on the part of Great
Britain, the molt corrupt, iniquitous, and oppref
five, that ever difgraced the annals of her hiftory,
an attempt was made to reduce the moft free and
enlichtened people on earth, to the defpicable ftate
of flavery and fubjection.

Trs, Iellow citizens ! they claimed a righg,
unheard, unreprelented, to bind America in every
cafe whatever! A pofition {o monftrous and um.
jult, even if advanced by majelly itfelf to the hire-
lings of the throne, would have raifed them in
mutiny, againft the curfed betrayer of their couns
trys rights.  What then muft have been its effelts
upon the i{ree born fons of America? Like the
dzep moucied thunder, through the vaunlt of heavs
ei1, 1t thook our creation. Union was the defire
oi our hearts, and liberty or death, the reflolve of
our fouls. That defire was firft realifed, and this
reioiution evidenced on the enfanguined fields of
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f.exington: And the virtues and patriotifm of 4
- W arREN, in the heights of Charleltown, paid 3
snonument, more durable, than the molt confpicu/
ous Pyramid, that ever was erected by Egyptian
magnificence. But why do I {elect the crimfoneg
fields of Lexington, or celebrate the virtues ang
death of a WarreN ?  Where is the fituation i
which America encountered her foe, and the intre:
pidity and valor of her fons has not been {ig.
nalized ¢ Or fhow me the foldier, who engaged
from principle in the caule of humanity an{
America, who has not proved himielf a patriot and
a hero? The name of WasHINGTON fuggefls
every thing that is great and heroic in arms, o
humane and benevolent in peace. .And while the
{un beams forth his glories in the firmament of
heaven, and Almighty God continues to humanity
the perception of the fublime in aétion and in
virtue, the illuftrious WasminegToN, and his re
nowned companions in virtue and in arms, fhall
enjoy a glorious immortality, in heaven of happi
nels, and on earth of praife,

I mave thus, my fellow citizens, glanced at
the events which preceded, and rendered indifpen
fible, that declaration of Independence, which we

have this day affembled to celebrate.
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Tuar kind and beneficent being, to whom
ihe rulers of our country appealed ‘upon that im-
portant occafion, [till corgtmued to fupport the caufe
and arnis of America; through a moft arduous
conflic, to the glorious termination of our trous
bles, in acknowledged liberty and indeperidence.
Yes! that hauglity and imperious nation, which
arrogated to itfelf uncontrouled dominion and
power 11 America, was ﬁnally obhged to acknowl-
edge the fovereignty and freedom of that people,
whom they had been pleafed to ftile, ungtateful,
and rebellious. Thus beholding their exalted
hopes of a‘ggrandizement and power in this weltern
world, extinét forever.

BuT this happy termination of our arduous
;onﬂié’s, was far from reftoring domeftic tranquil-
lity to America. That ftability and ftrength, which
are the glory of a nation, were f{till to be accgﬁfe&
America, it is true, poflefled every part and mem-
ber of a perfett body, into which freedom had
breathed amimation, but in unity of parts, and
grace of {ymmetry, {he was unfortunately deficient.

War, among its thoufand calamities, had introdu-

ced 1nto fociety a general depravity of manners :
Diforder had crept into the feveral departments of

our government : Crimes too oftern efcaped with
B
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unpunity ;3 while innocence in vain fought pro.
tetion from the law : and faction and rebelligy
began to rear their formidable heads, At thj
critical, this alarming ]un&ure, the genius of
America pointed to the road of happinefls apg
profperity. Yes! She influenced the adoption of
that Conftitution, which forms the baflis of the
orandeur and glory of America. Under the vin
tuous adminiftration or the Tederal Government,
before America was feverely atfliCted by the dread.

ful calamities which diftract the nations of Europe,
our country rapidly advanced in greatnefs an(
rcnown.  All nature contributed to her celebrity
and importance. Our hills and our vallies, {miled
with luxuriant plenty ; and the Genius of Culture,
delighted to inhabit our plains. While from the

depths of the ocean, our hardy citizens drew mines
of wealth ; others, more enterprizing, purfued,
uninterrupted, the moniters of the deep, to the
recions of the Pole.  All climates, feas, and
océahs, witnefled the enterprize and induftry o
America. Commerce, with its ten thoufand wings
expanded to the gales of heaven, walted riches
and greatnels to our favored land. Thele are
amoeng the bleflings, which the God of heaven
thowered down on America, and which the fricnd
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of his country delights to acknowledge. But,
.las | what have we now to contemplate, but the
rd reverfe of this plealing icene ! In vain do we
demand the hard earned reward of our virtu.
ous induftry. In vain does the enterprifing mer-
chant hazard his property on the ocean. In vain
does America demand that juftice from other na-
tions, which fhe is folicitous to grant. Under the
Gallic law, 1mperious neceflity, the wealth and
induftry of America are facrificed. Our Governs
ment, atuated by the moft impartial and rightecus
policy, has been grofsly traduced and infulted :
And attempts have been made to alienate the peo-
ple from their rulers, and to corrupt the integrity
of the officers of Government. The neutral flag
of America has been treated with thameful indig-
nity ; our commerce plundered, and {eamen tor-
tured by pretended fiiends. Yes, fellow citizens,
an American freeman, one like yourfelves pofiefling
the conlcicus dignity of independence, within
view of this land of fréedom_ and humanity, has
been balely fcourged and tortured ! Yes ! {hame-
hlly fcourged, and barbaroully tortured ! Calline
N vain upon the {acred names of liberty apg
America, to thield him from the foul difrrace,

Yes Americans, upon you he calls for protedtion,
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from you he requires that vengeance Wwhich the
profirate honor of America demands. In vajy
have you fought reparation and juflice, by appeal.
ing to the magnanimity of France, Your offers of
negociation are rejected with {corn; and yaur envoy;
treated with inlolence and contempt. “When YOl
atk for juftice from the great republic, they demang
conceflions : When you require indemnification
for the immen{e depredations on your commerce,
they exa&t contributions : Nay they extend their
arrogance flill further : They infilt on conceflions
which would annihilate our liberty, and imper.
oufly demand acknowledgments, which would

inflave America. They claim what they are
plealed to ftyle ¢ a well earned’ influence in ou

country ; and are offended that we do not admit
it. Having appropriated our property to their
. neceflities, they call upon us to acknowledge their

juftice and magnanimity. Having deprived our mer.
chants of more than twenty millions of dollars, they
have the extreme politenefs to requelt our govern.
ment to difcharge that {fum themfelves ; and will
doubtlefs give us unexceptionable fecurity, I
fcourges, thumb-fcrews, znd guillotines : Thus
anfwering the fychophancy of our infatuated fels
low-citizens, as an imperious mafter repays the
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I gareﬂés of a fawning fpaniel, with caftigation and
contempfn But their extortionary demands reft
not at the palty fum of twenty millions of dollars,
@n theit own fecurity 3 but they modeltly requefk
i 3 loan of thirty millions, and ofter their lately fubs
 dued friends the Dutch as fecurity for the payment,
% And all thofe adls of friendfhip and modeft requetts,
Mo doubt proceeded from their exceflive partiality
*‘rf* for their dear American ally. And fhould they re-
cewe thofe trifling loans, and thus deprive us of
ﬁhe nerves and finews ol our defence, they certairly
intend qur country a ftill higher honor, by kindly
receiving into their hely keeping and proteiion,
the liberty and independence of America ; politely
giving the fair and blooming daughters of Colum-
bia, the fraternal embrace ; and decreelng to our
worthy fellow-citizens the honor of a fitting under
the national guillotine.

%

Hap thefe injuries to our property, and infults .
lo our citizens, been committed in the firflt enthu-
halm of their great and fanguinary revolution, the
intemperance of the times would have palliated
the enormity of the crimes. But deprived of this
plea for their altions, what can they allege in
Jultification of their rapacious and infolent conduét ?

Will France juftify under the promptitude of ous
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government, to difcharge upon the firft requef,
that debt of pecuniary gratitude contracted during
the American revolution ! Yes, fellow-citizep;,
that debt of gratitude was calculated to 3 millg
and difcharged with honor.  Or will {he plead
extenuation, the partiality of our government i
permitting the traniports of France, during a g
eral embargo, to fail from our ports; and refug
from difeafe and death their tamifhed dominions?

Or will France appeal to the ingratitude of Ame.
rica, in receiving with open arms, and fupportin

with every convenicnce of life, the diltrefled, the
wretched fugitives from hersWeft-India territories;
flying with famine and death in their train, from
the crimfoned {word of barbarous perfecution—
Yes, benevolent America kindly received thofe
houlelefs wanderers, prefled them to the glowing
bolom of her unbounded humanity : Little, ah!

little {ufpecting that fhe cherifhed the benumbed

ferpent, or faftened on her veins the leeches of
deftru&ion. Not fufhciently juftified by thefe alk-
gations, fhe will doubtlefs refort to the coldnef

and apathy of our enthufiaftic fellow-citizens:
And to thefe unfortunately fhe may, with the ap:
pearance of juftice, appeal. Not becaufe our a-
dent patriots did not at the commencement of the

¥rench revolution, participate in their glories, but
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;becaufe this ridiculous and hoftile ps\.r"tlaht}r3 has
qot been continued, or proved produttive to Amea
:;%nca. of more fatal effelts. France, in the meridian
&ffplendor of her conquefts, was the idol of our
mvorﬂnp, the toaft of our clubs, and envy of Ame-

fv

rica. But now alas, when fhe grafps at univerfal
1‘*3 domzmon and enjoys 1n imagma*‘mn the conquelt
ﬁz of the world ; no national hymns are fung, no
pamotlc carmagnoles are bellowed in our f{treets 3

Es&no focieties are felf-created to cherifh and preferve

the darling influence of Fr ance, or Iuperirtend the
operations of our own government ; no tri-coloured
rmbom and cockades grace the fair daughters of
: Amerlca.m“ifayq {o infenfible are we grown, that
‘we can hear of conqueft after conqueft achieved ;

iratxon atter nation falling on the fanguinary fworcﬂ
.0iFrench Liberty and Equality ; nay more, we can
@fee them victoriouily domineering over our country,
generoudly plundering our property and humanely
ﬁortmi*w our citizens, and no efligies of our wor-
@ thy citizens are burnt on our commons—no neutral

‘huzzas of ¢ France forevever” are heard in our
éﬁ'reetsmNo fealts of reafon are celebrated in our
halls, nor roafted oxen followed in proceilion
through our ftreets. Great God ! Is 1t poflible
‘that this ever could have been a true pifture of

fmerica; of free, independent, neutral America |
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1o nevei~=never—They who have thus condug
muit have been foul fiends of darknefs, who affumj
ed the glorious appellation of Americans, to free
from contempt their vilenels and deformlty Bt
praiies to the God of heaven, thoie dgys of foHy*
and delufion are paffled—the eye of reafon is op
to the danger of our country-—the ardent fire (f
patriotifin is enkindled in every breaft —and th

{pirit of Liberty and of America pervades our lang,
Chenﬂ}g the bleffed flame—let 1ts blaze confume |

the bage remains of party fpirit and foreign infi. |
ence ; that the American name and charater, like |
gold feven times refined, may butft upon the world |
in their native purity and {plendor.

AmMERICANS, we know not the extent of the
dangers which threaten our country : We know
not the hidden vengeance which is prepared for
our deftru®ion. Look at Venice; confider the
fate of that ancient and refpetable republic ; which
by France itfelf is held up in terror, to frighten |
America into unconditional fubmiffion. After |
furviving for more than fifteen centuries, ¢
torms and tempefts of European climates, we b |
nold the noble fhip of their conftitution wrecked |
and deftroyed on the funken rocks of French duplt
city : Their ¢country conquered, their conftituiion {
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anihilated, and the free-born citizens of Venice,

a
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by their humane victors, bafely bartered away and
{old into eternal bondage. Is there an American
prefent, who does not prefer his country to all the
world - who 1s not in heart, {oul, and condut, a
free, unbiaffed American, let the wretch receive
e rewatd of his bafenefs, depart cur country,
'md not trattor Arnold like, prey upon the vitals

of America! But you the friends of my heart;
~whom the noble fpirit of patriotifm animates, who

are tefolved never to be {laves=—Upon you: Ameri-
ca calls to fave her from the deftru&ion with which
Venice is overwhelmed. Behold Switzerland like.
wife ! there contemplate the defolation intended
for America ! Switzerland like every other free
country, at the commencement of the French re.
volution was the pretended idol of France. The
lame profeflions of efteem, the fame expreflions of
iraternity and friendfhip, beltowed on America,
were lavifhed upon the unfufpe@ting Swifles : A
deftrutive 1nfluence was thereby introduced into
their country, divifions among their citizens, and
diftraction in their councils—and when the awful

period of -their calamity arrived, and deftruéion
ha¢ knocked at their doors—whan the eternal
nght of their extinttion feemed far advanced, and

th :
AC alarming cry ¢ our enemy cometh’ was re-

(.

o,
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founded in their {treets—alas, unhappy people | ,
late they fatally experienced that the lamp of Vi,
lance was extingulihed and the oil of wifdom ¢,
haulted.—Hark ! mecthinks I hear the voice of
murdered Switzerland, in friendly accents faying,
America, ¢ your enemy cometh’’—roufe from your |
fatul flumbers—be vigilant, and revenge my fall!

AMERICANS, i a fpark remains in your brea
of that etherial flame, which has immortalized the
defenders of our country’s rights, it now muf
blaze forth in deeds of valor and renown! If
drop of patriots blood {till circulates in your veln,
it mult boil with indignation, at the daltardlyin |
fults, which our country has received. Vigorous §
meafures have been adoptec’i by our government
but 1t refts with American freemen to oive them |
{tabi ity and effet. Now is the time for manly
exertion : the door of accommodation is clofed; |
and though we deprecate a war, ftill oughtve
'Vigomuﬁy to prepare for that dreadful calamity: §
it 1s in vain for us to hope to better our conditol
by any expe&ed change of affairs. We oughtnol |
to expett that juftice from the mercy and clementy '
oi other nations, which we can be in a fituaiol
to demand. But it will be objé&ed our prepards '

tlons for war may excite the jealouly, may roult
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ihe indignation of France—and it may not be their
intention to make war upon America © What, mufk
aye tamely wait till the pleafes in form to declare
herfelf our enemy ? Do not her a&tions {peak louds
er than any declaration ¢ Is not her hoftile temper
declared by every capture on our heretofore de-
fencelefs fhips, by every meafure of her arbitrary
covernment ¢ Did France in form declare holtility
againft Genoa, Venice, Switzerland, cor did fhe
not faften the leeches of her baneful influence
upon them and fuck the wvital blood from their
citizens ? Yes this is the infidious policy of that
cra:ty and ambitious nation : and this is the fyltem
which they have attempted in America, Butnever
will I believe that the free-born fons of America
will fubmit to be flaves ; or {acrifice without a
noble {truggle, that liberty and independence, in
the attainment of which the richeft-blood of Ame.
rica freely flowed. Yes fellow-citizens, I have the
tulleft affurance in the union and patriotifm of our
countrymen, confident that they will rally magna.
nimoufly, round the ftandard of Liberty and Ame-
rica, and bravely repel the ambitious foe who dares
invade our rights.  Yes, though our deadly enemy,
by the infernal thirft of blood and rapine hurried
on, fhould throw their rapacious legions on.our

coaft ; drive and expel us from our towns and
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cities, and the flower of our {lrength fhould fi]
in the confliét, {till with liberty 1n our train, like
our exalted anceltors, we would feek, beyond the
cloud capped hills and in the deferts of our coun,
try, an independent and glorious. retreat | But
though earth and hell fhould fiercely combine theiy
powers and rife in arms agaiait us, itll encouraged
by liberty and {ucported by independence, we
fhould rife fuperior to their bafe afiaults and bid
defiance to their fterneft vengeance ! 'What though
thefec mortal bodies fhould crumbie into duft, fill
the immortal {oul would {pring aloft to regions of
eternal freedom ; and at the throne of Almighty
{od, amidit the departed {pinis of our virtuous
‘anceftors, with fervant fupplications would plead

- the caule of fuffering America. - God ofhea-

ven! look down in mercy o« our injured country!
and fhield, O fhield Aamerica from impending
ruin |




