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AN ORATION, &c.

FELLow-CrTIZENS,

WITH heartfelt pleasure do we assemble on
this anniversary, to celebrate with mirth and hilar-
ity, that ever memorable day, July the 4th, 1776,
Our pious ancestors, inhabitants of the island of
Great Britain, finding themselves oppressed; and
loaded with burdens too grievous to be patiently
borne, left their native land, and soughta calmre-
treat from outrage, in the then inhospitable wilds
of America. Here, God in his providence was
pleased to smile upon them, and to crown their
honest endeavors to procure a livelihood, with a-
bundant success. Still their love for their riother
country was fervent, msomuch that as they m--~
creased, they willingly became colonies under the
British administration. But the English mimistry, -
finding these colonies rapidly increasing in wéalth,
thought to make them a prey. -

It appears that America wagnot allowed a -
represcitation in the British parliament; they there-
fore began their system of oppression, by an ex-
cise or tax on a few articles which were much
used in America. This inroad on their liberties,
the colonists immediately perceived, but they
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reasoned coolly and de::l.uatcly, and ineffect il iy
petitioned and remenstrated with parditment; for
nearly ten years before ther assumed the sword.

~ As a late celebrated author* observcs, It was

not the Quantity of' the tax, it was no. the method
of appropridtion, but ‘it- was ﬂ@é-*rlght of the de-
mand wlnch was called in questnon

At length the Bnt:sh ministry, finding that
the colosists were unwilling to set down patlently
under their oppressive micasurés, sent over fleets
anr‘ armies to eaforce their « mad pretmszons »

: At this cntlcal Juncture a host of Patnots,
whose names and memories will ever live in grate.
fil remembrance, headed by Hawncock and Sam-
UEL Apays, stepped fortb and heroically made
a determined stand against the torrent of .Oppies-
sion, and “ undauntedly threw the gantlct at a
power whose recent triumphs were almost CO-€X-
tensxve with the earth.” « |

. In July, 1776, the Declaration of Independ-
ence was pubhshed which for ever separated
Americz from' Great Britain. - To the reading of
this declaration, let me now call your attention.
[Here the Declaration of Independence was read,
and succeeded by a discharge of nusketry, ]
“ This great event took place two huadred and
eighty four years after the discovery of America
by Columbus, one hundred and %evcnty from the
first effectual settlement in Viginia, and one hun-
dred and fifty six from the first settlement of Pi)
mouth 2 assachusette »

¥ BARLOW.
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 complete history of the war, for this has been
sbly written, ad 38 s 4 hands of many Gi yous

but let it suffice to say; that by the w¢ise and pru-
dent measures of he continental Congress, and: the
strenuous and persevering . exertions-of our 1m-
mortal WASBINGTON, and his copatriots, Amer-
-ca was conducted through indescribable diffi-
cilties, to independence and peace.” After the
war, the united voice-of his ccuntry called the il-
Justrious W ASHINGTON 10 preside in the grand.
council -of the nation. Here, he was equally dis-
tinguished as a statesman, and - though his term.
was short, yet we Still feel the happy effects of his
wise ahd vartuous administration. .Hels paw, by

the will of -divine Providence, removed to the land

‘Qver the administration of Bir. Apans, which
succeeded that of W ASHINGTON, I wauld Gl -
cast a veil ; but a spirit of patriotism cbliges 1mc
to bear ‘my testimony against every species of ty-
ranny and oppression, and publicly - to avow my-
utter detestation of every design formed against
the liberties of my fellow countrymen. . :

"By a system of oppressive taxation, SOMC-
+hing similar to that practised by the Biitish Par-
liament before the war, he alienated the affections
of the people, and, by at’empting to fghten to
compliance by establishing & standing army Amoig

" them in a time of peace, by a useless and expen-

sive navy, &c. he entirely lost their confidence,
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. honor, whose political principles were known to
be directly opposite to those of Mr. Apaws.
This was the truly illustrious JErrerson. [Here
a discharge of musketry] Well may we say,
“ Clap your hands, O ye people, rejoice with ex:-
mﬁ;gg ;@v,” and celebrate with loud acclamations
this political savior of your colintry. [Three
Cheers] During the admiaistration of our Jer-
FERsoN, we have seen that a people can be gov-
erned, and yet be free. 'We have seen and felt the
happy eﬂ'ectsofamse, peaceable, and liberal pot-

iey, which recommends * Peace, Lommzrce; and
honest Frend:ﬁzp with all nations, entanghﬂg alli-
gnees with none.”? But the mtof{"actmn has
madeastand agamst this meek andngheeous

deluded, a &wgooc’utlzens,roseu -and seemed
| Mnnedftomert};owd\evutuo%sm err;nl-
soN, ar pexish in the attem very dle tale
which envy or maljce could}:l‘vent, has been fab-
ricated, and posted through the continent by the
hirelings of Federudism, in order to prejudice the
common people against their best friend.

. But thanks be to God, that their deep ots
have failed ; the envenomed shaits of calumny
fallen harmless at his feet, and the fullquwer of
malevolence has been exhausted in vain. Our
immaculate Presidert still stands first on the
of beings, and, ““whiic imemary holds her seat,P
his truly great and meritorious services can never

be forgotten. .
‘The same Tory party, have been trving to fix
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an adamantine chain on the necks of the good
people of this Comrnvcaith. Every scheme
has been adopted which would tend to throw the
power into the hands of a fow Aristocrats, and
and even the pulpit itself has not been wholly free
from cormphoq. The ministers of the’ Standmg
Order, as it is called, (to their shame be it spe

have attem;ited to prove to the people, that thcy
risk’d their eternal salvation by bestowing thet
offices on whom they saw fit. The increase of
sectaries was to them a death stroke ; it was there-
fore one great object of the Federalists to establish
a uniform system of religion throughéut the sefi¢.
By such tyrannical measures; the'plan of whiéh
was laid soon after the revolution, they’ meant in
the end to bring us into a form of civil and ecele- .
siastical gﬁvemﬂx:cnt, s‘l:hnlarofto that of Great
Britain,. But the y es of ‘our seducers, be-
trayed tﬁelr tram)rdg machinations;* and exposed
them to the'peqxlein their most hideous déformi.
 ty; and we have reason to be very thankful that
' their Strmgbands are now broken, and the eyes of

the majority of the people effcctually opéned. The
virtuous SULLIVAN 1S nOowW s&ted ‘at the head of

this Commonwealth, by the suffrages of more than
forty thousand of 'his fellow citizens. Our pros-
pects are now extremely flattering.  Almost every
state inthe union isnow’ onising with thegener-
algovemment. Thls i5 rcaliya maﬂaer ofmumpb

With pleasiire do we observe thxsunannmty

of political séntiment prevailing, add éven in this
remote corner of the union, we canlend the names
of those worthies, who, under God, have been the
means of preserving to us our mvaluable Republi-

can government.
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Inhabitanss of Rumford,

'YQuhmm;pauﬁnxminhmmnpmﬁxsu)
heaven, and to give your decided support to those
men who have ably and vigerously defended your

canse against a host of Federal combatants, who

were determined to divide your spoil, ind part

-your garments among them, and by fire and sword
‘39 compel you to submission. . .

-

F)

| But their charm is now broken; their airy

visom is dissolved like the mist of the iorning,
,-;ﬂwyaﬂﬂﬁnlt&ﬁq;uzﬂnhwhﬁwudmwmms
Nigle we, here in this wilderness, which but a

EéﬂﬂﬂﬁmuﬁweWMSﬂxnﬂmdedfﬂk:an;ytmn

3jhﬂfqmqummr&cgmﬁmhmﬁmdbmﬂktfdw
: weorld, and, while nature is blooming around us,
_we eay with rapure exclum, |

¢ Reigice, Columbia’s sons rejoice;
- ¢« To'tyrants never bend the knee,

% But)qin- with heart, and hand, and voice, .
-« For Jeprerson and Liberty.”

FINIES:




