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ORATION

D ¢ TFam

FRIENDS, COUNTRYMEN AND FILLOW-CITIZENS,

A MONG the greateft and moft refpectable
natinns, both ancient and modern, it has been
a cuftom to celebrate & commemorate at flared
intervals of time, certain great events, inters
efting to them g'*z*en ly asa pcoo:~, «nd ta
recoynic the atchieviuenis of their atriets
and Heroes ; thereby itnnulating the rxﬁng
gencration to emulate their glorious deeus,
and venerate the inftitutions and laws of their
country.

The Chinele have their anniverfary to verne-
ratc the plow and the cuiture of the foil, «t
which their emperor does not difdain to pre-
fide. ‘the ancient ZEgyptians annvally ho-
nored the overflowing of the Nile, the fource
of their plentiful harvelts. The Grezcians
had their olympic games, and the T\omms,
as well as they, celebrated, on particular occa-
fions, the memory of their benctalleors, legifla-
tors and warriors, under the fymbol of G ods.
Ceres, Bacchus, Hercules 2nd a hoft of
others under myitic terms had their ftated and
appropriate honors 3 and amonoft moderns
there 1 fcarce 2 nution tut have ax‘nu.s.'!y fome

15 micreling
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mtc“,f‘x revent to folvmnife, or the attions
of feme PatriogHero, or Statefinan, publicly to
commemorate® In thele United Statﬁs, cont-
ne hd cither with one fociety or other, the
(itizens at large, asitwere by fympathy, have
felc wd the prefent doy, as their &r{_at Anni-
reviary, to cclebrate the birth of our National
hxe mu,u, and firft taking rank, as a fo.
Ve r~n reople, in the line of nations of the
ear h . and with none has this cuftom been
eariier or more unitormly oblerved, than by
tire focretics with wl nml have, on thlb cCCa-
fion, the henor of PArtic ;at“m When 1 re-
trofeht on the eloquence and abilities of the
Gen ﬂa.m'm W hw nreceded me, both in
the Fevelution mld Cmcm Jatl Societies, no-
mirated aovecably to their cultoms, to deli.
ver on their behalf an Anniverfary Orz

tion, ! coniels THeel 2 vary great diflidence of
mwy cualifications to fuccced thom; and par.
beularly o as the eblenee ol the i nncd and
honorable member of our focicty, tor whom
tis tafk was o z:in aly defign: 1*“‘ devolve dlt
on me ata later parod than vical, when mucl

and anxioufly ,-;«’;L!gﬁa:u by my own domemc
concerns, and bono at the izane time unaccuf,
tened mf; S public, much Tefs bci‘ore {o
yelecdinble an 'nw’wzw', on au cccafion of this
Iort. 1 I::ui% thercfore boedpor k al your induls
v T r:;z'gi.:,z\ :‘mzi Lf.‘;\:«:, that mdtead of
i,éii,;-vi'\ll'z;’,‘: Yol Ul cl;;}/ cendider 3y wll

meant

Q.f

- r‘?

s

tn&—
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meant intentions, and not denominate that
prefumption, which was the reluctant acqui-
elcence of an indivilual to the call of a fociety,
to which he is attachied by the ftronscit ties.

To fo en!ightened and well informe 1 an au-
dience as I have the honor of addrefling. the
principles and progrefs of our late Revolution,
in which many whom [ fee around me were
virtuous and confpicuous aétors, mult be well
known and perfeltiy underftood, but, as it
forms the bafis of our anniverfary, a ’hort re.
capitulation of events conne@ed” with it, will
not I truft be deemed improper.

Commercial enterprife firlt occafioned the
difcov'#y of Columbia’s thores to the fons of
Europe, and religious zcal and mtolerance
promqtc,d the colonization of the territory we

inhabit.

Ouli forefathers, to enjoy freedom of opi-
nion, forfock their native homes, and with
their families traverfed the valt ahamic ocealt,
and on thele thores, then the abode of numer-
ous, untutored, and fierce tribes of Indianz,
or the haunts of the roaming bealts of the
forefts, fixed their refidence and under count-
lofs difliculties maintained then oround ; for
indeed they had every hai} 1p to cnmvnte
that could aflaii the heart, or flagger the for-
titude of man.

In the inﬁmcy of their fettlements the dif.
ferent Britith colonics were but hittle noticed,

but
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but their rapidly encreafing papulation, anl
acc1 nalition of property, by unrenitiag ine
du'try, both in arriculturz and commnezree,
foon made then objeds ol atteation to the
motaer countiy.

Althou h they in their more alvancad Rate
fubmited ty ave thewr trale regulated by the
Briti h cabiaet, and thelr manufactures retriét-
e at her will, by which a great portio: of the
prodults of their toil, labor and entorprife
flowed i to the drittth colers; ani although
they furnithed their hurly fonsto ill the Brie
tith lezions, and fight Ihx., battics of thz em.

ire, their altonifhingly fheedv growth and
ﬁrength beran to create ]ealoufy in the parent
ftate. Inftmd now of {tretching out the fof-
tering band of a fom. mother, Britain fpoke
to them with the ¢ 'l°nfr breath of a cruel
i’(epc.ame, aud 1ac‘m,i to drecad a nval where
vere oniy dutiful and aifettionate children.

I'ew nations nuve terminated a war more to
their advantaze and glory than that which the
Britifh empire carriecd on againft the United
Powers of France and bpe,m and concluded
by the treaty of Paris in 1763 ; and although
the colonies from their c.oxmutmn with Dritain
were deeply involved and had their full fhare
both of danger and glory in 1ty vet in that
period we may trace the buds of thiat | jealouty
and diftroft, which m its progrefls corroded
the poliucal tics that bound them together, tor

ever
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ever {eparated the colonies from the Britith
empire, and laid the frundaton of the fo-
vereignty and independence- of thele United
Srates. In carrying oa that war fhe had an
opportunity of more intimately viewing them.
She faw that their condition at that period was
rema. kably and {tnkingly flounfhing ; their
trade had profpered in the midit of all the
difficulties and diitretles of a war in which
the 7 were fo nearly and im nediately concerne
ed; their popuaten continuzd on the in.
creafe, notwithitanding the ravages, devalta-
tions and meurders commited on them in a'moft
every direciion, and they abounded with fpi-

rited, adtive and intelligent individuals of every
denomination.  All thele were fufficient mo-
tives to have induced Britain to treat them as
a part of the empire whole friendfhip and gocd
will were highly to be prized, and which were
to Le retained by wile and temperate mealures
only. But futhed, as the was with victor y and
fuccefs, the mfdamed to lilten to the voice of
reafon and moderation, zand from thence com-
menced the exercile of a fyltem towards u-,
highly vexatious and irritating.  She was wil-
ling to have the benefits arlﬁnfr from our being
her colomes, but would not admxt us to pam-
cipate in the privileges ot Britons. In thz
p.emtudL ot her power, bent on checking our
rifing 1mportance, and LPepnw s 11 UNCone
ditional {ubordination to herfel:, fae dic.arcd

that
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that we (hould be bound in all cafzs whatever
by the will of her parlivmznt; by men who
were not our reprefentatives, 1n whofe ele@ion
we had no vote, who had an interelt direitly
oppofite to ours, and over whom we had no
controul. Such a degrading fituation did a
nation, boafting of her own{upermx freedom,
attenpt to place us in, forgetful of the claims
of juftice, deaf to the voice of aryument, and
unmindful that our an-eftors, whole u: adege.
nerated fons @il trod this land, had here
fought an afylum, under every ditheulty and
in the teeth of every danger, rather than fub-
mit to oppreflion on their natal foil !

In vain dil we remonitrate, to no purpofe
did we refpetful'y and humbly petition l—
Our remonlirances were treated with {corn,
and our retitions left difdainfuly unanfwered !
Proud cf her fu:ceTes in a war in which fhe
had triumphed over the twe moft potent mo-
narchics of Furope, Britain confidently
prefumed that the dread of her power, and
the terror of hor arms, would fuperfcde all
ideas of difputing her commands, and that
whatever ihe thuurn proper to order would
ce impiicitly obeyc,i In this fatal prefump.
tion fhe ellayed the cond-fcenfion of America,
forgeting that it was already f{tretched to its
utmolt bounds.  She paffed a&s of parliament,
for levying taxes 1n the colonics without their
conlent, tor abolifling the trial by [ury thro®

a cenfiderable
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a confiderable portion of the territory they
occupied, and for carrying (fuppofed) delin-
quents in America to be tried in Britain ; to
tear a man, a free born American, away joc0
miles acrofs the feas, trom his family, (to be
tried for an offence of which at laft he might
be found innocent, but for which by this mode
of trial he is made previoully to futfer) remote
from his natural friends and conneétions, de-
{titute of fupport and advice, to be delivered
into the hands of powcr, and tried by a jury
of ftrangers, perhaps under its influence;
and to «rown all fhe fent her choice:it legions
to overawe us into {ubmiflion to her mandates.
But Americans werc not thus ts be degra-
ded. Bred from their infancy in fentiments of
political equality, and taught by example to
repel every encrodchment on their property or
perfonal privilepes, educated in habits of
hardinefs and activity, they did not hefitate
or paufe between unconditional and abjett fub-
miflion, or {pirited and vigorous refiftance.
From the confines of New-Hamfhire to the
remotelt fhores of Georgia they rofe in oppo-
{ition to thefe defpotic attempts of Britain,
and as it were with one mind refolved to fa-
crifice all prelent eale and convenience for ho-
norable perils in defence of their rights and
privileges, and glorioufly refolved to bury
themlelves under the ruins of their country
rather than furvive its freedom. Dilcarding
all
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all lece) prejudices and jealoufies ot eacn other
thev with a generous confidence that was never
abufed, of courfe never withdrawn, entrufted
the vindication ot their Rights and recrefls of
their grievances to delegates, whem each colo-
ny elected to meet in Congrefs. Herel might
proudly challenge hiftory to produce in the
pages of its records a public body, in the belt
or moft experienced government, excelling or
even equaling them in fagacity, polirical inte-
grity, difintereftednefs and patriotic firmnefs ;
or a people who more implicitly and orderly
were guided by the councils, or obedient to
the reflolves, of this reprefentation of them.
{elves, armed only with the good opinion of
their conftituents, and clothed with no power
but their exeriions for the public weal.

Whilft great Britain was preparing to en-
force her decrees by dint of arms. America
was making ready to refift them in the fame
manner, fhould that alternative be impofed
on her. 'lhe unanimity of Congrefs, and the
refoluticn with which that body was animated
pervaded the whole of the colonies, who were
determined to do and {uffer every thing fooner
than vield to the authority that was claimed
over them In this fentiment all denomina-
tions equally concured. FPoor and rich vied
with each other, who fhould encounter hard.
fhips and mortifications with moft conftancy.
I’lanters, Farmers, Mcchanics, Merchants,

Lawers
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and Phyficians were all emulous in their cound
try’s caufe, zud the venerable divine was not
hindmoft in the glorious carecr, |
A great and powerful diffufion of public
fpirit was created by the difficulties in which
America was now involved, and a nobiz ftrain
of generofitv and mutual fupport was univer-
fally exerted throughout her borders. Thus
influenccd they prepared for the worft, witha
out overlezping thofe bounds of moderation,
which they had adopted in their declarations,
and within which they were refolved to keep,
until compelled to act otherwile. Purfuant
to this intent the Militia were traincd every
where with the greateflt affiduity, and all thofe
parts cf military exercife were peculiarly
taught them, which by their beft judges In
thofe matters, were efteemed the moft eiential.
A regular form of coneipon:‘e 1ce was fettied
between Conarefs and the Provincial miceti: 1gSs
by means of which the meafures and motions
01 all the colonies were univerfally direted.
A fucceeding Congrefs, compofed moft] y of
the fame mﬂmbers, miet at Pmladelphla, anis
mated by the fame fentiments and purfuing
the fame line of moderation and firmnefs.—
Although provoked by a feries of alts of the Bria
tith parliament, unjult in their principles, and
cruel to extremity in their operations, they
teiterate the moft reafonable petiticns and
mitd remon(irances in vain, livery adt of
Neir
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their oppreflcrs plainly evinced that they only
fought a pretext co conmence hoftilities
2gainft them, and they taunungly attributed,
what was magnanimous forbearance, to pufil-
laniniity, and want of perional courage.

The {torm at length bega1awful y to thicken
and burll afurder.  On ¢t e memorable 1gth
of ¢ pril 1755, the Lrit {h con'mander threw
afide th.e mafk, ¢nd drcw the ruthlefs fwor! of
civil war, which was to Le dipped in the blood
of thoulands, whko had bewn accuftomed to
lcok on edch other as brethren and friends -
A-ftrong cet.chment of writifh troops was
fcnt hom Bofton, with a view to feize the
perfons of fome influential members of the
provincial meeting at Concord, and to deftroy
the miliary ftores that were colletted there ;
and at Lexingten ¢n their way thither,
they wantonly tired on fome militia who hap-
pened to Le exercifing on a green adjacent,
becaufe they did not immediately throw down
their asms, and difperfe, atthe haughty com.
mand of the Ernitifh {cader.  Filled with juft
indignation, they 1eturred the fire on -he Bri.
tifh detachment, and the events of that day
gave ample preot that Amercans did not, ag
they were conten.ptuoudly reprefented, lack
perional courcge, ard that thiir antagorifts
nad no other fuperionity over them, than what
arofe frcm greater «xperience and difcipline,

The tattle of Bunker's 1.ill which followed

joon
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foon after, and in which the Britith were alfo,
the aggreflors, will forever remain as arecord
in hiftory, of what can be achieved oy gal.
Jant, though raw and undifciplined trooos,
indifferently armed and provided, when fight-
ing from principle, and in defence of their
rights, again(t the bravelt veterans, led by the
moft {kiiful geaerals, and amply furnithed
with all the molt deftructive apparatus of war.
The declaration of the Britith hiftorian fully
corrobates this affertion. Ia fpeaking of the
fire from the Americans on this occafion, he
fays ¢ the execution it did was terrible: fome
of the bravelt and oldeft officers deéclared that
for the time it lafted, it was the hotteflt fervice
that they had ever feen. General Howe ftood
for fome moments almoft alone, the officers
and foldiers about him, being nearly all flain
or difabled.”” Here the Americans had to
lament the lofs of the iatrepid and patriotic
Warren, who fell glorioufly, at the head of
his men, whilit pointing to and reminding
thofe about him, of the appropriate and ani.
mating mottos infcribed on the American co-
lors, planted on their works. Congrefs had
ftil retrained from any open declaration of
hoftilities until after this fecond attack of the
Britith troops.

At length forbearance became exhauited,
and in proclaiming to the world the juftice of
their caule, and integrity of their views, ¢ we

fight”
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ficht” they announced, ¢ not for glory or for
conquelt ; we exhibit to mankind the re.
markable fpeltacle of a people attacked by
unprovoked enemies: Fhey boaft of their
privileges and civilization, and yet profer no
milder conumons, than ﬁ.rwtude or death.—
In our native land, in defence of the freedom
toat is our birth. rxght for the protetion of
our property, acquired by the haneft indu ﬂry
of our forefathers and our own, againft vio-
lence aQually offered, we have taken up arms,
and fhall lay them dov'n when holtilities have
ceafed, on the part of the aggreflors, and the
danger fhall be removed—and not before.”
C ongrefs made yet a fecond appeal to the pzo-
ple of Great-Britain, as to men bound by one
common rule of affetion and friendfhip.
‘Iriends, Countrymen and Brethren, faid
they, “by thefe and every other appellation
that may defiznate the ties which bind us to
each other, we entreat your ferious attention
to this our fecond attempt to prevent their dif«
folution. Remembrance of former friend-
thips, pride in the glorious achievements of
our common a,nce&ors, and affetion for the
heirs of tneir virtues, have hitherto pre-
ferved our mutual connection; but when thdt,
friendfhip is violated by the greﬁ'ﬂﬂ; injuries,
when the pride of anceltry becomes our re.
proach, and we are no otherwile allied than as
tyrants and {laves; whin reduced to the me-

anchol‘y
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{anicholy alternative of renouncing your faver,
or our freedom, can we hefitate about the
choice? Let the fpirit of Britons determise.”
fruitlels and in vain were all attempts at re-
conciliation ; the Britilh miniltry were deters
mined at all events to bring us to uncondition.
al fubmiilion, at every hazard of blood and
treafure, aind their mealures were carried bya
great majority in parliament. 'Lheir language
was “‘Lhe Britith thunder muft go forth,
Armerica muft be conquered !’

After making every arrangement therefore
for drawing forth thie relourges of the colo-
pics, it became a matter of indifpenfible ne-
ceility for Congrefs to unite the troops which
were raifing and training in each, more effec-
tualy tmether, under one head, by appomtmg
a mmmandu in chicf. Here the good geni.
us of America prefided over heratfairs, and
pointed to the (now departed but) immortal
Wathington, as one deltined by heaven to lead
her armues, as well as to prefide at her fucure
councils.” His military iLlll, and gallant be-
haviour, dlfplayed, even wnen but a youth,
in a former war, his political fagacity, modefty
and diinterefle, Inefs of conduét; his penetra-
tion into the charalter of others, and firm but
conciliating temper, mnarked him out for fu.
preme command. In the language of the
poct ¢ his life was gentle and the elements fo

mixed in nim, that noture might ftand up and
- fay
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fav to ali the world this 1s 2 m11.” Entar.
ing on his command he found himfelf 0ppq{e:l
to the veteran, difciplined trooss of = eaat.
Britain, commanded by brave and kilita! of-
ficers, furnithed abundantly with a'l the mu.
nition and implemerts of war, and aided by
a powerful and well appointed navy. To
withitand thefe, he was placed at the head of
troops greatly inferior in number, but little
inured to difcipline, led by officers of great
courage indeed, but little experience, and
many of them even untaught in the very ele-
ments of their profeflion, and without any re-
gular or adequate fupply of mil'tary ftores
cloathing or provifion. Yet with all thefe
difadvantages, through an arduous war, he
ably vindicated the honor of his country, and
pilcted herfate into the harbor of Independence
and Sovercxgnty 'I'he compulfive evacuation
of Bolton by the Britith, under the aulpices of
General Wathington ; his extricating the Ame
yican army from Long-Ifland, atter their de.
feat; his ietreat through the Jerfeys with the
fragment of an army bornc down with fa.
tigue, ficknefs, nakednefs, watching and hun.
ger, and crofling the Delaware without lofs in
the face of a powerful enemy, fluthed with
fuccefs, commanded by brave and fkillful offi-
cers, and fupplied with every neceffary ; his
recolling upon and capturing nearly their
whole detachment at L'renton with their ara
tillery
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tillery; Ltis {ubfequent elufion of a greatly fu.
perior force, at the fame place, fufficient to
have ccmpletely hemed him in on all fides,
and falling upon their rear near Princetown,
making prifoners of a confiderable number of
them; retirng in fafcty with thefe to the heights
of N orriflown, and there with very inferior
numbers and thofe chiefly raw troops, for
months in the midft of winter beating up the
quarters of a juperior enemy and capturing
their detachments, will always be confidered
by judges, as malterly performarces in the
military art.

‘L he capture of Crown-Point and Ticonde.-
toga, by a few partizans under Colonel Allen,
fhcwed early traits of enterprife. ‘Lhe inva-
fion of Canada by new troops penetrating in
an inclement feafon and climare through a
wi lernefs never before explored by civilized
man, difplayed a perfeverance and hardihood
feldom to be met with, and has been compared
to, and even ranked before, the juftly famed
paflage of the Alps by the renowned Hannibal,

The capture of Chamble, St. John, Mon.
treal, and the brave, thouph unfuccefsful, at-.
tack on Quebec, place the American charalter,
for courage, enterprize and perfeverance ag
bigh as that of any nation iu hiitory. In this
lait action fell lamnented, even by his gallant
jce, the American commender, general Ki.

chara Montgemery, with his aid McPherfon
and
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and a heft of rerierous youths who fcovned to
furvive their Lieroic chief, and roveled therr
athes with thofe of the tenowncd Wolfe «na
M.ontcalm. In the fhort fpace of tine Le alt-
ed under the authority of Coengrels, no man
of his rark rendercd them fervices of mors
importance, or did thuir caufe moze nenor by
the magnarimity of his cenduct.

The Britith m: mxﬂw flung with indignaticn
and fired with refertment at the refiffance
made by the Americans,whom they ftiled and
and treated as rebels, left nothing unetiayed
to colle& and fend to # merica fuch a force, as
would, in their opinicn, emable them efiectually
to crufh, and bring the colonics iubmuflive to
their feet. Germany was traverfed by their
emiflaries, and the treafures of Britain heid
outas an allurement to her petty deipots, to
fell their hardy, patient and laborious vaflals
to affift in deftroying the Americans; to tnem
at leait not affordingy even the coler of an of-
fence. In this bafe irafize, it is. for the honor
of human natuvre, to be lamented, they too
far fucceeded, and brought embattled to thefs
fhores, in a caule not theis own, tens of thous
fands of the brave {oldiers i Germany, never
more to return.

Ruflia was reforted to far mercenaries, and
even Holland was applied to for the foreign
troops In her fervice. Large dratts were made
trom the garvilons of Gibraltar and Minorcay

and
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and "terlaced from the militaty eftablifhment
in the ele€@orate of Hanover. In fire all the
military forces within the refources of the mi-
niftry of Great-Britain were arrayed againft
vs. Fven the favage tribes on our frontiers
were fubfidized, to tcmakawk and fcalp our
defencelels women and children. 1nthe mean
time fuczefles did not too much elevate, nor
adverfity improperly deprefs the fleady fpirit
of the Americans, and, whether vitorious or
defeated, all idea of relinquifhing the caufe
they were {o nobly engaged in, was unknown,

Virginia and Carolina’s hardy fons, foon
difcomfited the then Britith allies, the tawny
warriors of the forefts, and taught them, by a
fevere chaftifement, the impolicy cf intermeds
dling. Dunmbre with his rufian, motley crew,
was difgracefuly drove from Columbia’s
fhores, and, in North-Carolina, McDonalds
force of Highland emigrants and lawlefs re-
gulators, withered and fell before the gallant
militia of that flate,

Various encounter§ with wvarious fuccefs
trod upon the heels of each other; but in
none was the charater of the American arms
more juftly elevated, in the opinion both of
friends and foes, than by the very gallant and
fuccefsful defence of Fort Moultrie on the
28th of June, 1776. ‘lhe vencrable hero
who comminded on that occafion, being pre.
fident of our fociety, forbids my enlarging,
' and

4
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and T will content myfelf with a fhort quora-
ticn from the Britifh account cf that adtion.——
¢« Never,” fays their hiftorian, ¢ was attack
made with more intrepidity, nor defence with
more deliberate valor. ‘I hofe who had been
in various encceunters of this fort, concurred in
declarirg that they had never been witnefles of
{o relolute a refiftance.”

Our force at fea, though not confiflting of
large fhips, yct from their numbers, enter-
prize and captures they were continualy mak-
ing, fhewed that, even on her own element,
where Britain rode the fovereign, we were an
cuemy not to be defpifed.

They diitrefled Ler trade in every latitude ;
the Well-Indies {warmed with them; on the
coaft of America hardly any veffels could
cfcape them, that did not fail under convoy :
They infefted the Mediterranean, and they
ventured even into the Bay of Difcay and the
Britith Channel. |

Americans beheld both with regret and in
dignation the impericus neceflity of their fitua«
tion, Netwithitanding the different military
encounters between them and the Eritith
forces, they had ftill fondly hoped thatan ac-
commodation might take place, confiftent
with their claims of equal rights. and of the
Jame privileges as the people of Great-Britain;
Hut when they found the Britith Cabinet, not
only multering all their own force, but hiring

TErCEnarics



21

mercenaries, nnt onlv of Furope, but of the
favages on our frontiers, wherever in their
power, to deftroy them, they were compelled
to confult their own fafety by difclaiming all
political connetion with a government, thus
rancoroufly bent on humiliating them before
the fhrine of defpotic rule.

The 4tivof July 17;€, the anniverfary of
which we now celebrate, was the memorable,
the glorious day, on which our delegates in
Congrels declarsd the, then, thirteen United
Colonies, to he free and indeperdeat States s
and folemnly abjured all allegiance to the
crown and fovereignty of Great-Britain, hold-
ing them as they held the reft of mankind,
enemies in war—in pcace, friends, ¢ WE*
faid they in that celebrated declaration, pen-
ed by the enlizhtened, dignified and patriotic
Jefferfon, and advocated by the firm, honeft
and fagacious Adams, ‘“ WE, the reprefenta-
tives of the United States in general Congrefs
aflembled, appealing to the fupreme judge of
the world for the rectitude of our intentions
do in the name, and by the authority of the
good people of thefe colonies, {folemnly publifth
and declare, that thefe United Colonies are,
and of rigat ought to be Free and Independent
States 3 that they-<are ablolved from all allegi-
ance to the Britith crown, and that all palitical
conncettion between them and the State of
Great-Britain, 1s aad ought o be totaly dif.

| [uived
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folved ; and that as Free and Independent
States they have full power to levy war, con-
clude peace, contrat alliances, eftablifh com.
merce, and to do all other alts and things,
which independent States muy of right do;
and for the [uyport of this declaration, with a
firm reliance on the protetion of divine pro-
vidence, we mutually pledge to each other,
our lives, our fortunes, an.i ocur ficred honor.”?

This declaration of indenendence was ade
hered to by Congrefs and the people of Ame.
rica with unapating firmnels, in the moit
gloomy periods and adverfe eveats.  The difs
aftrous deteat at Long lfland, when difmay
and defponderize u 1ght natura'ly be fuppofed
to have affa’led even the moft refolute, did not
prevent them from rejeting with difdain eshe.
the infidi--us propolals made by Lord and Ge-
nem\ Howe.

Articles ot confederation had been heretca
fore entered into between the Colonies, but
they were tomporary and conditional, and
ftili looked toiward to a reconciliation with
Great Uritain: but, now that they were ereéted
iato independent States. it became neceflary
{> torm a permanent confederacy, fuited to
the'r new ftation, abftra&:d from all ideas of
poiitical fubor: hnadfm anl which would ena-
ble them to call forth all their ftrength and
yilources.

- Qn the qtu of Gober following the new

artxcles
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articles of confederation and perpetual union
between the States were agreed on, and fo-
lemnly rarified and figned in Congrefs, at a
time when their fite was yeio 1 duipence.  So
Inuchreﬁﬂunon:nnicwndmncvchhﬂaycdzu fo
dangerous a crif's, when their armies had been
overpowcred by nunbers, when they, {tanding
alone, had not only the Britith troops and
their Furopean auxiliaries to contend with,
but allo a powerful contederation ot the In-
dian tribes on their frontiers, hired and infti-
gated by Britifh agents, was a matter of alto-
nithment and {urprife to all Furope. It well
entitled them to be compared to the anctent
Romans when almoft vanquithed by Pyrrhus,
and who in the mid{t of the feverelt defeats
and lofles, never fubmited to defpondency,
but continued to bid him defiance.

T he unfortunate defeat of the flower of our
troops at Long-Ifland, the battle of White.
Plains, the capture of Fort Wathington, the
gallant but unfuccefstul detence of Fort Lee
and its evacuation, the pofleflion of New-York,
the Jerfies and Rhode-lfland by the enemy ;
our lofles in Canada and on the Lakes, all
followed in fucceflion 3 and to any but men
fighting from principle, for every thing they
Lield dear, thefe events would have been {uffi«
cient caufe of defpair  Our main army was
reduced to a mere handful; fcarcely 3000 re-

masnud embodJdied, and thofe worn, down with
jevere
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fevere fervice 5 yet {till this remnant, with their
patriotic leader, remained undifmayed, nor did
Congrefs or the people of America defpair of
the Kepublic.

However well difpofed towards us fome of
thie European nations might feel, and however
anxious others might be to curtail and dimi-
nith the gigantic power of Great-Britain, yet
hitherto none were hardy enough openly to
efpoufe our caufe or publicly to ftretch out the
helping hand. America, notwithitanding,
fingle and defeated, upheld the mighty con-
telt. She prefented a firm front to every foe,
and gallantly faced around to every danger.—
Notwith{tanding the inclemency of the feafon
and the reduced ftate of the American army,
the rcfources of its chief, and their own un-
conquerable fpirit, foon gave their enemy
abundant caufe to refpett them, even when
overwhelmed with difficultics and diftrefs.—
"T'he capture of the Heffians at Trenton by the
troops immediately under General Wathing-
ton, his checking afterwards at the fame place
and eluding a force fufficient to have captured
his whole army, falling upon their rear near
Princetown, making prifonersof anumber of
them, and retiring with thele in fafety to the
hilly country of the Jerfeys, gave the moft cri-
tical turn to the affairs of America, refleCed
the higliclt honor both on ofiicers and men,
and placed the character of their general in a

vCry
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very confpicuous and elevated point of view,

In thefe times which tried mens fouls, fuch
numbers of the hardy, intrepid fons of the
neighbouring ftates now voluntary flew to the
defence of their country when they found her
in danger, that general Wafhington was foon
again at the head of a formidable body of men,
that enabled him in a thort time to recover the
greateft part of the Jerfeys, and continually
to harrafs the enemy and ftraiten their quar.
ters,

It would take up more time than can be
Ipared on this occafion, to recount every mi-
litary event, or trace all the political move.
ments in this conteft.

‘The hard fought battles of Brandywine and
Germantown, and the gallant detence of
Mud-Fort, Red-Bank, of Fort’s Montgomery
and Clinton, will be dwelt on by the American
hiftorian with honeft pride. The brave de-
fence of Fort Stanwick, the {pirited and unre.
mitting attacks at Bennington, Stillwater and
Saratoga, which compelled the famed Bur«
goyne,with a large and well appointed army, to
furrender to the American arms, under the
fkillful, the generous, the patriotic Gates, led
to one of the moft interefting events in our re«
volution, and were pledges of ultimate {fuce
cefs.

'The amazing and unexpelted recovery of

America (o repeatedly from loffes and defeats,
and
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and 1ifing as it were like the pheenix from her
afhes ; her recciling, alone, with redecubled
force and animat’on on her aftonifhed fce, and
capturing by wholefale one of her beft zppoint.
ed arniies, led by 2 commander of acknowledg-
ed military {kill, feconded by oflicers of expe-
rience and bravery, confirmed the confidence
of her friends beth at home and abroad, and
frook the creed of thofe who eiiher wifhed
or feared, that fhe weuld fink in the conteft.
France had nct herctofore openly entered
into any treaty with us, or formally acknow-
ledged our independence, although numbers
of her young ncbility and other refpeiable
“individuals, and amonglt them the gallant, the
generous, the amiabie La Fayette, had enter,
ed- with ardor into our fervice ; the news how-
ever of the convention cf Saratoga latisfied
Yer court that we were in earneft, and thar as
vve then ftood, nothing fhert of our Indepena
dence would end the conrict with Britain,~—
Exclufive of the hereditary national inveteracy
of the French and Englifh to cuch other, the
policy and intereft of France led her to wifh
us feparated from Great-Britain, and thereby
divide and leflen lLier power 5 and perhaps fhe
might have apprchended that this event, fo
difafircus as wcll as unexpected to Great-
Br taip,might promypt Fer ninifliy to offer fuch
terms as would bring about a rcconciliation
and new political conne&ion with us ,(whil{;‘:
we
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we were yet unentangled with any foreign
treaty,) that would not militate with our Inde-
pendefice. Be this as it may, the Court of
France immediatelv took the refolution to aét
an open and decided part, and fthortly after-
wards a reciprocally liberal treaty was conclua
ded and figned between trance and the United
States, to the great fatisfalt on of bth parties.
It ftipulated that in cale Great. Sritain, in re-
fentment for t'e¢ connetion formed between
the French and \mericans, fhould proceed to
hoftihues azain®t l'rance. or interrupt its coma
merce with America, they fhould make it a
common caufe, ana affit each oth'r againft
Great-Britain to the utmo't of their relpective
abilities ; and it was declared that the effential
end ot this treaty of alilance was to maiata.n
effeCtualy the fovercignty and independence of
the United States of America. la the noti-
fication given by france to Great-Britain of
this treaty, great candor was ufed by the
French ; it ftated the declaration of Indepen-
dency on the part of America, and their ac-
tual pofleffion of it, as a fufficient ground to
recognize it.

'The firlt effle@ of our treaty with France
as the cvacuation of Philadelphia by the
Britifh, under an apprehenfion, that whilft
they might te firaitened and hemmed in on the
land fide by the Americans, their paflage to

fca down the Delaware ymight be obftru&ed
K, by

-
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by a Frerch fleet.  This produced the warm
ard fpirited adion near Monmeuth between
the Americans and Britith, in the retreat of
the latter thiough the Jerfevs to New-York.
In cvery dire@lion merica had (ll fome
new dancer to facz, fome fudien difalter to
repair, cr fome c¢v vel : & of their eremv to
rever ge. The detrudi,n, about this period,
of her {ne fettlement &t Wvoming on the
Sufquebannah, and the treacherous and favage
butchering of the garrifon and inhabitants by
the barbarous bands under colonel Butler ex-
eited in every feeling mind fenfations of ina
dignation and horror. The galiant Clarke
with a few hardy back-woods-men did not think
it much to march 1200 miles, and penetrate a
great part of his way through uninhabited
wilds to teach the Britth Geoevernor at Kafk-
afkias and his Indian allies that no diftance or
impediment could fkreen irom American reta«
hiation ; and captain Wiliing at the Natches
fhewed to the Britifh fettlement there that en.
terprize and humanity were not incompatible,
Neither profperous nor adverfe events ; nei«
ther threats nor promife:, could fhake the
firm determination of America to forego the
idependence the had affumed, or to iwerve
from her treaties entered into in confequence.
She relolutely refufed to treat with lord Carlifle
and the other Britith commiffioners previous
to Britain’s acknowledgedment of her inde«
pendence
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pendence and the withdrawal of her fleets and
armies.

The capture of Savannah, the failiny of
our new allies from Rhode- lﬂand without hav-
ing effeCted any of the objetts of their mil
ﬁon, the rifing of the loyahﬂs in North-Ca.
rolina, the defeat of general Afh at Briar-
Creek in Georgia, and :the appearance of ge-
neral Prevolt before the lines of this city,
made no other impreflion on the public mind
than to ftimulate to new exertions. Qur
troops fhortly after, under the brave, the mdf-
ral, the humane Lincoln, with much fpirit
and v1gor attacked the DBritfh in their en-
trenchmen.s at Stono, and although repulfed,
taught them to refpect us, and feck for a place
of more fecurity. On this occafion fell the
gallant, fcientific difciplinarian, colonel Ro-
berts, in his laft moments pointing out the
path of honor to his fon; and many other
brave officers and foldiers at the fame time
fealed their attachment to thir couitry’s caufe
with their precicus plood.

In the northern flates a fucceflinn of vari.
oufly marked events 1am\|ly followed each
other. The brave, but unuccelstul defenc ce
of Fort Fayette, th\, (acking and burning of
Fairfield, Norwalk, a1l G eanicdit Coa-
ne&icut, the difaters at Peaobleot, anld the
devaltation commirted at Porttmouth in Virs
ginia, by the Dritiih; were cuacckered by the

flormiang



S 4

%0

{torming of Stoney-Point by the Americans
under their intrepid leader Wayne, and the
furprife of Paulus Hook. under the enterprif-
ing partizan Lee; and the {uccefsful inroad of
the American ariny under the brave, fkilful
and perfevering Sullivan, into the country of
the Mohawk Indians, and the entire deftruétion
of their towns and fettlements taught them
and their retugee adherents a leflon not eafily
to be forgotten,

. In the fouthern ftates our fortunes were for
a long time eclinfed. The unfuccefsiul at-

‘tempt by the Americans, and tueir confede-

rates under Connt L’k {taign, to ftorm Savan.
nah, and his carly retirement from the 2 me.
rican coaft, was a fubjet of great mortifica.
tion. lLe brave and obflinate, though unfuc.
culsful deferice «f Charlelton under the come
mand ¢f general Lincoln will long be rememe
Lerec by its defenders with pride, and fpoke
of Ly its captcis with refpect; and an article
in e {ublcquent capituiation ot lord Corn-
»allis was inferted by the American commana
der in chict in compliment to their feelings,—
"} he deltruction of our cavalry, aud defeat of
general Gates near Camien, 1aid open the
itates of Georgla and 3Huta Carolina entirely
to the enciny, and lett no torce cmbodied fut=
ficient tc muke bead againit nim.  Yet ftill
theipirit of our countymen continued undif-
mayed, Their perleveraice was equal to evlery
| tria
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trial, and their refolution feemed to increale in
proportion to the endeavors that were made to
overcome it. Lofles and defeats, inftead of
delpair, only occafioned additional efforts to
fruitrate them, Notwithitanding the lofies of
the Americans and the fuperior force of the
Britifh in Carolina and Georgia, {till their par-
tizans galled them in every quarter and har.
rafled them in every movement. The condu&t
of Sumpter, Marion, Mayham and Pickens at
this glooiny period will long be held in refpect.
ful remembrance by a grateful country.

The defeat of the famous colonel Fergufon
at Kings-Mount, by a fortuitous aflembly of
militia, gave a decifive blow to the progrefs
of the Britifh arms in that quarter ; and the
fubfequent brilliant achievment at the Cowpens
by the intrepid cavalry and gallant infantry,
under the aufpicies of that enterprifing parti-
zan colonel Morgan, was feverely felt by the
enemy during the remainder of the campaign.

That able officer and valuable c’tizen, ge-
neral Green, took command of the Southern
army under a choice of difficulties. His ex-
traordinary refources of mind, and the good
conductof his officers and men, amply com.
penfated for the greatelt detect ot military
fupplies. He eluded the enemy wh=n too
powertul to be attacked, and beat thein by de.
detail when they ventured to detach. He cap-
tured molt of their (chain of ) tortified pofts,

and
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and the . fruits of the well fought battles of
Guilford, Camden and Kutaws, by the Ame-
ricans immediately under his command, with.
out the {plendor of victory, gave to his coun-
try ali the folid advantages of it. His con-
duét and the operations of his army forced
lord Cornwallis, inftead of turning his arms
fouthwardly from Wilmington, where he had
retited after the baitle of Guilford, to make
his way into Virginia, where he finally at
York-Town, after every effort tc be expeled
from a brave and experienced commander, was
compelled to furrender to the forces command-
ed by General Wathington, compoled of Ame-
ricans and their brave allies under the gallant
Rochambeau and De Grafle,

This laft event, in which we certainly re-
ceived effential aid from France, was the har-
bingerxof,and eventual feal to our Indepen.
dence, and laid the foundation of the enfuing
peace.

When we look back on the complete attains
ment, at a period carlier than the moft fan-
guine could reafonably have expected, of the
invaluable obje& for which we contended,
again(t fo formidable a power, we ca.aiot but
be infpired with fewii neats of gratitule to the
fupreme ci'poler of cvents, and acknowledge
t' e hand of an overruling Providence.

'f he times and the caulc brouzht forth from
every quarter patrivis aind heroes, and deves

loped
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Icped talerts. which might have lain dermant
in tranquil feafons, or, like the rofe in the
wildernefs, have b'oomed unhceded and caft
their fraprance unnoticed to the winds., 1he
Americans, like the founder of the Ruffian
greainels, learned to draw viltory out of defeat,
and acquired the art of war from ther inva-
ders; and in politics the principles of govern-
ment and rational liberty were never expound.
ed with more perfpicuity,or enforced with more
energv and argument than by their patriots
and legiflators.

To enumerate the eminert charaters that
appeared on the ftage during the revelution
would fwell a volume. 'The wile flatefman
and deep philofopherg Franklin, the ative and
firm patriots, Rutleége, Henry, Hancock,
Laurens and SamueliAdams, will long give ce
Icbrity to their country.

The irrefiftible eloquence of the gallant
Mifflin has oft, in times of peril, excited his
countrymen to the field of honor, and tne ve-
nerable Putnam in the decline of life, ied his
younger countrymen to battle and fhewed
them the way to glory in the enfanguined
field. The galiant Mercer was {lain nobly
fighting for his country, in the viror of his
years and in the arms of vi¢tory; and the
heary Woolier at the age of 8o, fell covered
with wounds and glory, whilft leading his fel-
low citizens to oppofe their country’s foe.—

the
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The gallant Nafh fell a vitim at the battle of
Germantown, but lives in the affe&ion and
recolleCtion of his countrymen. Scammell,
Camptcell and Parry fell gloricufly, to obtain
advantages for their country, which it was
not their lot to live to participate in.

The noble Pulaski {ell contending for that
liberty in America, which he in vain fought
for in his own country, and freely gave his
blood as the proffered price; ard the difin-
terefted and gallant De Kalb fell covered with
wounds in a caufe not his own; in the laft mo-
ments of his glorious life bearing teftimony
to the courage of the troops he had coma
manded.

The fouthern ftates furpithed their full fhare
in this barveft of Patriots and Heroes, many
of whom laid down thelr lives in vindication
of their country’s caufe. ‘lhe fpirit of chie
valry feemed to have been revived in the
heroic, enterprifing and generous colonel
Laurens, ftripped of its fuperfluous and unnee
ceflary parajphernaia.  No Grazcian was bets
ter calcu'ated to have deferded the ftraits of
Thermopy!a, or been a lcader at the bartle of
I arathon, than he. His talents as a flatefs
man were confpicuous, and his private vira
tucs as a man of the Lighcdt and moft delicate
caft. Yet the bulletin of death arrefted him
in his mintary carcer, and Jaid him in the
flent grave, at a tiue when the hailyards of

the
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the ftaff that was about to dilplay the flag of
truce between Great-Britain and America
were already in motion.

The brave, the liberal Major Huger, the
gallant Neil, the intrepid Coptain Moultrie,
who all left domeftic eafe for the perils and
hardfhips of a military life, feil in the defence
of this city.

The difinterefted Gilbank, the perfevering
Mitchell, the voluntcer 1Templeton, and the
lamented colonel Parker fcll in the {aine caufe.
The refined, the fage, the refolute Hyrne fell
a2 victim in peace to an incurable wound receive
ed in the honorable confli¢t. Wife, Ruther-
ford, Motte, Doggett, Joor, Simmons, Don-
nom, Defauflure, Hume, Cleiland, Ancrum,
and Gray, with thoufands of others, nobly fa-
crificed their lives on the altar ot Indepen-
dence. Wilkins, Shepherd, and many other
brzve officers of the militia freely fhed their
blood in the varied warfare, ~

Peace to their fhades, may the turf lay
lightly on their remains, and the dews of hea-
ven nourifh only laurels near their tombs !

Were 1 not reltrained by motives of delica-
cy towards thofc of my compatriots of the
revolution {till furviving, many of whom are
here prelent, 1 could amply defcant on their
talents both in peace and war. I could point
out the venerable patriot and the enlightened
ftarefman, the fkillful and fpirited diplomatift

I biended -
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blended with the veteran and experienced ol
dfi'"}‘. :
I celebrating this elorious and aufpicious
day I would be a de'orter 1o trush, to candor,
and to my own feelings as a mau: and a folFer
were T to D ofs over In filence. the condu 2} Of
mv fair, heloved cnmtt‘ywo“(‘l. during the
aravous corflit.  VWih the Lercifin of Spar.
tens, but with manners fofter and  delicacy
more refined. they met every danger and dif-
ficuity with patience. and fubmi tLd without
repining, to 2 deprivation of the luxurics and
cven cenvenicencies and neceflaries to which

they had been accuftomed from their infancy.
i hey infrired their hufbands, fons and lovers,
10 achieve deeds of patriotiim and valor ; and
wthough tl‘cy did rot wicle tke cutting fcyme.
tar or pomt the murdering canncn, thLV pour-
cd balm into, and tound up the wounds of
tieir gallart countiymen, and cheered the war-
wern {oldier with their approbation and {miles.
Muy they and their beauieous daughters never
lack tender hufbands, gallant protefiors, or
generous lovers ! And may they be the nurfes
cf numerous patriots and heroes, whofe glo-
rious deeds will fill the future pages of Colums
hu 3 uory !

i Le very important fcenes that have lately
bcen, and are now, exhibiting on the Furo-
pean ftage and dopendencies,would natum’) on
this occafon diaw the attention and call forth

fome
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fcme remarfe, did tive permit. But as we
are new Loppiy at peace with all the Princi.
pals cnthat thm,e, «nd are calied on by no
treaty to partcivare, Lor rroml ted by the li-
berality or jufice of either towards vs, or
urged by our own 1:teret, to thawre 1 thuir
conrefts ; and as we are locally fir derached
from the great contending parties, 1 thail only
refpc&fuly recomimend to my tetiow citizens,
Not to quit OUr 01,10 itand on forein ground;

nor by iuterweaving our deiliny \\lth that of
any part of Lurose, entangle our pu*a, if

the teils of her wmbition. 1terct, rivallhip
or caprice. letus condalt our:‘:}:fes to zﬂ'

raticns with imyartality acd ref] fc.ih 'md a)-

{fia‘n trom ail 1;.11,cra1 1.A'LJ.1V\,S. or 1rritat

J

ex) refiions towards anye et us 1:”39 hi{:zit
within the line of nevsrg! Av. oS rarasa feored
regard to treatics viil oty and et st

mi! Ll‘\' for redrels of an ?L'.'M:A;.;xi Lajury of-
fercd us, Lut ftand pmr..xw to repel, oreven
revenge, ary meditited wrong.

Let vs feduloutly aveld paity diffenfion s It
fharpens the Ijirit of revenye, too prevaleat
1n thc: humon breatd, asd ofien meandy trace
the footitens of reiiving ment with calumay,
and bites 1is heel wihtne wooth o fander, —
It 18 the Lune of patiictifn and c;:'n: _I-Worm
ot virtve, and leads to duneitic e mmm aad

fordign induence. ) et us promete mdtitutiong
for tae general diluuon of knowledge; for,

Luahnuch
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inaffnu"h as our iree government gives force
to public opinion, it becomes the more effen-
tial (o have that opiaion cn!i;zhtz:ned.

Letus, particu’arly, without differiny about
the ('pithz-t;, Lepulblican or Vederalift, preferve
unnnpaired and 1its true agd genuine con-
flrution, @o far as in us liss, that pailadiun
of our libaty, and fafegusrd of our Indepen-
cence, our INaticnal, Federal Conltitvtion,
the production of the wifdom and expeiience
of our beft tricd patri-ts and ftatcfmen adopt-
ed by a great majority of the enlightened free-
men of thele btores.  In this fentiment, we
ought to be *¢all federalits, all republicans.”
Let us rally round it as our political tree of
life.  Let ue water 1ts roots and cherifh its
giowth, until the larze leaves and flourithing
brauches thereof, fhail extend to the 1ifing
and fcting lun, anditstrunk reach the Skics,

| utoan——nton
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