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ORATION,  4e.

RESPECTED CITIZENS,

THE memorable epoch, which announces the
nativity of our T;iumphant republic, you have con-
vened to celebrate ; and by your {uffrages 1 ftand at
the altar of my country, to affift in the facred rites.

On this auguft and joyful anmveriary, itis doubt-
Jefs proper to glance at the caules, which induced the
revolution, its permanent eftablithment, and confe-
quent bieflings.

When LiBerTY, eldeft daughter of heaven, was
cxiled from the eaftern hemifphere, fhe fpread her ce-
left1al pinions, and flew to the wildernefs of the zwef.

Finding here a fafe retreat, and a welcome reception,
fhe {eems to have made it her favorite abode ; intend~ -

ing from hence ta diffufe her bleflings to the nations,
who,
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who, like confederate America, fhall dare to affert,
and maintain their rights,

More than a century elapfed, from the difcovery
of this continent, by the immortal CHRtsTOPHER
CoLuMBus, before durable {fettlements were made 1n
that part of it, over which the federal empire is now
extended. Thele fettlements were commenced by
our anceitors, who emigrated from England. Thole
who came to thef{e northern States, were driven hither
by the divine rights of Kings, teft and uniformity aits, and
the doflrines of paffive cbedience and non-rififiance ;
which filled the mother country with oppreflion, vio-

lence and death. To them it feemed a {mall thing to
bid an eternal adieu to their native land ; to commit

themfelves to the waves of the wide Atlantic; to be

wafted upon anunknown, wildernefs fhore, covered with

boftile {avages, that they might enjoy the R1GHTSs OF
'MAN, and tranfmit them to their pofterity. Aufpici-
ous heaven {fmiled upon their bold and laudable enter-
pnse, and crowned it with glorious fuccefs. The
mother country {oon caft a jealous and avaridious eye
upon her exiled, but profperous children in the wilds
of America. The Stamp- A1 was the firft overt mea-
fure of Miniftry, towards raifing an oppreflive and 1l-
legal revenue from the colontes. This, however, pro-
.duced neither.terror, nor {fubmiffion. To wave other
arpuments, and to bring the queftion to a fhort 1flue,
we acknowledged, that we were the {ubjelts of the
Crown
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Crown of England; and pleaded, that we could not,
conftitutionally, be taxed, without a reprefentation in
Parliament, But the colonifts were not reprefented ;
theretore, the Stamp- A, or any other {pecies of taxa-
tron, impofed on them; without their confent, was un-
conftitutional, and a violation of their rights, as En-

glifh {ubjelts.

Accordingly the Stamp-A& was repealed ; but
Miniftry purfued, in other ways, their fcheme of op-
preflion. At length they extended the prerogative of
Parliament {o far as to declare, 1Ts FULL POWER TO.

BIND THE COLONIES IN ALL CASES WHATEVER !
This minifterii] cloud, pregnant with a tempeft of e-.
vils, began to di{charge them upon devoted Maflachu-.
fetts, in the Bofton port-6:/l, the deftruction of her
chartcr-rights, not excepting that of trial 4v jury . It
"was no longer a mere demand of taxes; but of liberty:
and iife. Thefe outrageous ftrides of defpotic power,
far from dividing, gave feven fold firength and vigot.

to the union of the Provinces. In the mean time,
the clouds thickened in the political horizon, and the

profpect of a reconciliation between the two countres:
was faft fhutting 1n.

On the 1gthof April, 1773, the King’s troops, at.
I.exington, without the leaft provocation, opened the.
Sflocd gate of civil war.  They fired upon a company of.
our brethren, who, without any hottile intentions, had

affembled.
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:affembled. There were expounded the cruel and fan-
- guinary meafures of the mother country.  There did
fhe thruft her fword into the bofom of her defencelefs
children ! There fell the firft martyrs of 11berty Ther

blood is now under the altar of our country !

On the 19th of June, following, our people were

l

g - again attacked by the King’s troops on the heights of

Charleftown ; and great flaughter,on both fides, enfued.
- " It was a fcene, which thoufands fiw; but none can

fully delcribe.  The furrounding fhips and batteries
 of the enemy appeared like {o many ®tnas, difgorging

- fire ; and the earth tremb'ed bencath their inceffant
E thunder ! Hundreds of buildings were in a blaze;
: fnore than five thoufand troors in altion; ¢ chief
gmlxmg his {trokes with chief, and man with man;
iand as they advanced, or fell back, when the wind
hftcd up the clouds of fmnke, the embattled field was
fccn covered with the flain! Such was the 17th of
Junc 75, a day of trouble and of darkneis; a hoft of
patrlots were immolated on Yreedom’s altar! In the

FRCOI

‘evening of that day, how did the g2uus of Columbia
: bcwall, and weep over her flavghtered fons

, Impartial Heaven ! bear witrefs to the loyvai,
peaceful, and forgiving temper of my country! Even
%after thefe outrages fhe kneeled at the feet of her
- Prince, fued for juftice, and hoped for a reconciliztion. ™
’ But

:-' -—-—_——:—:—-—-———_—:—-————_———n—-:—_—-: - - : - -
. ® The petition here referred 10 was brougat torwaad a Cungrels by Mr, Dicxiaanboa,

I:

¥
b,
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But her voice of grief was, again, deemed the clamour
of faltion ; her patience, weaknefs ; her {elf-defence,
rebellion.

In the mean time the difpute took new ground.

It was firit a queftion of taxation ; then, ot liberty
y and hfe. We defznded our rights upon the adinitted
premifzs, ¢ That we were the fubjects of the Enzglith
Crown' and no idea of diffslving the political con-
n=¢tion betwezn the two countries had been {erioufly
entertained.  But altercation ftruck out original
thoughts, and produced bolder conceptions. We
ventured to enquire into the true origin of rights. We
did not {top at the afs of George the third, nor at
the tamed 41/ of 1izhts ; nor even at Macwa Cran-
14 ; but went back to the original ftate of man. We
found him the fole proprictor of the world, and that
ourlelves were among his lawfu! heirs. We could
not trace the lealt colour of ariftocracy, whereby it
{hould feem, that one branch of the family was eleva-
ted above the reft ; one was 2 (hepherd, ard anotaer
a ti'ler of the ground ; but all free and cqual.  Since
no ftream can nf: higher, than its fountain, {o no fuc-
ceeding family, or member of a family, can prefume

on 3ights not found in the §¢il.

Our 1deas of equality corre2ted our fal’e noticns
of government. We perceived, that ail rights were,
oniginally, lodzed with the equal brethren, and peopic ;.

B tuat
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that each individual had the fame natural rights, and
that their focial rights muft refult from the regulations
which thev thould agree upon between themfelves, for
the maintenance of reciprocal juftice and good order.
To carry thele regulations into eftet 1t was neceflary
to appoint public agents, or rulers. Frowm this rea-
{oning two important inferences reiulted, That {ove-
reignty, refides originally and eflenuially in the PeorLE
that 1t 15 the PeopLE, who grant to therr agents or
rulers; but they can grant nothing to the PropLE ;
unlefs the {ervant be above his mafter, or an effect
preceed 1ts caufe. Thefe are tre twe lumnous and fusi-

damental maxims of a repubiic.

This concite Iogic placed the claims of parl'a-
ment in a new and nidiculous point of view. We
bluthed at our own folly, for valuing, {o highly, En-
plith I'berty. We looked upon Macxa CHARTA it-
{1f, as indicative of our chains. Our pride and every
feeling we had, were hurt at the thought of depending
upon another continznt, for agents, to tranfacl our
public affairs, who neither knew, nor cared for our 1n-
tereft. Nature had furnithed uws wiuth a luxurant
{oil, lofty forefts, majeflic rivers, and the fublimelt

ountains 1n the world. We argued from analesv,
that the had.been equally liberal 1n her mental favors
to the inhabitants. - We difimiffied our former prt'ju- *
dices, threw away our pohitical crutches, and were de-
termined to venture upon our own ftrength.

%

. . I LI
ACCOraIng v,
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Accordingly, nineteen years, this day, July 4th,
1776, our fathers in Congrefs abfoived, forever, our
alleziance to the unnatural, the faithlefs Court of St.

James’s ; and declared, that the CorLoNiEs WERE,

ANXD OF RIGHI OUGHT TO BE, FREE AND INDE-

PENDENT STATES.

The caufe was jult and glorious, but where were
the means to maiatain it > The old government iad
cealed to operate.  Every thing was in an el:mentary
fiate.  We were without revenus, without ammuni-
tion, and without military a~paratus ; our armies fiuc-
tuating, unhealth/ul, undifciplined, and every wind
waiting re:nfurcements to the eneiny.

O Ixvocence ! whatcourage deft thouinfpire

Darive LiperTy ! we have realized thy omnipo-
tence ! Lav prelenc:is uaton, thy breath is reveaus,
thy vengeance, roufzd, is like thes thunder of Heaven

on tae minions ¢f Deltelsfm,

WasmincTox, under Gop, fupported by the
wifdom and patriotifm of Congrefs, and of the Sfaté
Iegiflatures ; by the bravery and patience of his offi-
cers and foldiers ; by indcfatigable and {fucceistul ne-

wociators abroad ; by the timely affiftance of our good
brothers the FrexcH, condulted us through a long

nad perilous war, which terminated 10 the faivation

of
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of our country, and {taniped his name with immortal-
ity.  Like Philopemen he bore misfortunes with in-
credible firmnefs ; like Camillus, he conquered ; and
2fter difbanding his viftorious legions, like Cincinna-
tus, he voluntarily retired, from his command, to en-
joy the feticity of private and rural lite.

Having weathered the ftorm, and made our port,
we dropped anchor, and turned in for reft ; not troub-
ling ourtelves about the lofs of property fuftained, or

the injury done to thie thip,

When we awoke new caies occupied our minds,
Congrefs had loft the philofopher’s fione, by which
they tcund in paper the efience of gold. The charm
being broken, public fecunties fell almoft to notliing,
Juftice was outlawed. Commerce unbent her fails,
Manufactures languithed.  Agriculture, defpaning
of a market, fufpended her toils. Every nerve of in-
duftry, of public and private confidence, was ftruck
with a fatal paralyis. This deplarable condition of
the body politic fuggefted, as a remedy, an efhcient,

national government.. Hence, the famed convendon
of the States, which orga.ixed the elements of the rev-

olution. That venerable body was compoled of men,
who had hazarded every thing for their country;
{ome of whom were {o advanced inage, that they
cquld not have contemplated, for themf:lves, the e-
emoluyments
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moluments of the new government ; but figned the

federal confiitution as one of the laft acts of their lives,
In this Conftitution, we find condenfed, perhaps, eve.

ry thing etlential to a free government ; and an impes

rifbable monument of the powers of the human under.

ftanding. It profcribes ariftocracy ; recognifes thé
fovercignty of the Peorre ; provides for a full and
cqual reprefentation ; frequent ele@ions of the figft
othcers ; and fuffers no religiovs eftablithment. Opin-
ion and confcience are left as frec, as the air we breathe.
The cxecutive, legiflative, and judicial powers are fo
accurately defined and balanced, that even defpotic
and anarchia! calumny has acknowledged that the fed-

eral fyftem exemplifies the moft perfect union of lib-
erty and law, wkich the annals of government can pro-

duce. It is an inconteftitle inftance of an original
convention of the PEopLE, from which all legitimate

governments denive their authonty. It provides for a-
mendments, as latent defelts may be difcovered, and
new ideas occur 1n the courfe of experience. By this
precaution, the conftitution and government of the
UNITED $TATES may be forever improving, without

tumult, or the hazard of a revolution.

This zational compaft recognifes, in due fuberdi-
nation, the legiflative authority of the individual States.
It binds them to itfclf, and to each other. It divides

among them tn mere loca! concerns, the labours of

government s

]
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government ; which prevents expenfe, gives more of
a domeftit caft to the laws, accommodates topical
prejudices, habits and attachments; and while it in-
creafes the quantity of public ftrength, by multiplying
its nerves, the {cience of politics and of jurifprudence
1s thereby more generally diffufed over the union.
This organization refembles that of the folar fyftem.
The federal government is ia the centre ; the ftatc au-
thorities move round 1t in their refpeltive orbits,
with perfet harmony, mutually attracting, and at-
traCted. And, if the wi{dom and virtue of the Peo-
rLE fhould continue, this {yftem would be as durable,

as that which 1s fixed in the heavens.

The adoption of the federal conftitution may be

juftly ftyled the permanent eftablifhment of our inde-
pendence ; as it was thereby nurtured to manhoad, and
united America arofe to a high rank among tiie na-
tions. The clofe of the war was a titumph over our

enemies. This was a vitory cover ourfeives. ¢ Who
ruleth his own ipirit is greater than he, who taketh a

city.”

&

WasniNGTON, by the urgsnt and refiftlefs call
of his country, again, exchanges the repofe of private
life, for the anxieties of a pubiic ftation. Here other

{cenes, a new career of glory opens, fuited to his rare

abuities, and uarivailed virtues. Twice has he been
raifed,
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raifed, by the unanimous voice of his enlightened,
grateful fellow citizens, to the chair of ftate. Incon-
templating the comparative merits of his {ervices, as
the commander in chief of our armies, and as the firft
magftrate of ouur nation, the aftonifhed mind vibrates
between the vait fudlimities in doubtful decifion.

Since, ¢ civil I'berty 1sa blefling and benefit,
and not an abftra& f{peculation ;” the beft comment,

which can be made upon its permanent eftablithment
1s the recital of its fruits.

The Federal Government being organized, pub-
itc credit inftantly revived ; and while the treafury was
furnifhed with a revenue, adequate to the expences
of the civil lift, to the payment of the intereft of the
national debt, and by degrees to fink the principal,
the people felt no burden from taxes ; but rapidly ac-
cumulated property. Our feaport towns experienced
a fecular refurrection ! Induftrious mechanics and la-
bourers returned no more to their families withont
bread ; the ¢ anging of their tools announced bufinefs,
and their cheerful countenances the reward of their
fervices. Commerce again, unfurled her fails. Ag-
griculture, ftimulated by motives of gain, refumed her
labours. Manufa@ures found freth encouragement,
anl profpered. The two latter became obje@&s of at-
tention for citizens of fcience and fortune ; and the °

PLow
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Prow and the DisTArr arc now ranked among the

moft honourable employments of our country. The
decayed temples of God were repaired, new ones erec-

ted, public teachers appointed, and liberally fupport-
ed. The immoralities, generated by paper money

and sexder acls, were corrected, and exiled juftice re-
called. Univerfities were more hiberally endowed, col-
leges * and academies muluplied ; and public fchools,
thefe sULWARKS OF REPUBLICAN FREEDOM, pla-
ced on 2 more ufeful and refpectable footing. Late-
rature, ufeful inventions and difcoveries received nati-
onal patrenage, which roufed the powers, and increaf-
ed the velocity of genius. It crowns the felicity of this
feftive day, that all interefts, orders and defcriptions of
cgrzens fhare in the profperity which it commemorates.
It refembles the blood in the human frame, which, by

numberlefs

* Bowdoin College, at Brunfwick, in this Diftri&t [Maine]
was incorporated in ’g4. Itis named for the Jare Hon. Jaues
Bownvorxy, Efq. whounited in his chara&er the profound philo-
fopher, the accomplithed ftatelman, and exemplary chriftian.
His ealy fon, bearing his name and title, and, we truoft, inherit-
ing his virtues, hus murtured this infant feminary with many
valyable donations. Though the Truftees and Overfeers have
hitherto'been embarraffed in their proceedings, for want of fuffi-

cient funds, yet, it is hoped, that the immen/z utility of a learned
inflitution, in this youthful and growing diftri@, will fpeedily
induce fuch benefa@ions as to enable them to carry into full ef-

. $e& the impartant obje& of tggir appointment. There are &ve
Academics in this diftri&, ¢hat are in a fourilhing {ate.
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numberle(s ramifications, vifits, and fills the {fmalleft
and remoteft veflels,

.

Let no {ulpicious foul, that is afraid to be happy,

damp our joy, by dreaming of the fate of the Grecian
and Roman republics.

The tribes of Greece were, orizinally, under
monarchies; and worfhipped their afhes, after they
{tyled themfelves a republic. The Athenians, 1t 1s {aid,
abolifhed monarchy only becaufe they believed no
prince eould be found equal to Codrus. Areopagus
was a court of inquifition, or 1t had not condemned
Socrates, who was the ornament of his country, for his
religious opnions.  Lycurgus declared Sparta a re-
public, and enalted many exce:lent laws. But 1t was
dejpotifm to hold himlelt the fole legiflator of the
Commonwealth ; it was vanity t2 concerve the proje&,
that it fhould forever be governed by s intitutions.

The Grecian States were like {o maay rival lu-
mtnaries, 1in the fame firmament, without 2 command-
ing centre ; therefore, were in perpstual contention.
What elfe could have been expected, wlen they wor-
fhipped gods and goddefles, who had alio their ambi-
tious quarrels. Of the doctrines of liberty and equai-
ity, freedom of ele&ions, full reprefentation, balance of
power, and federation, it may be faid with truth, the
Grecian States had but very imperfect 1deas. Hence,

C their
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their frequent revo.utions; which were only aa ex-
change of one {pecies of tyranry for another. And
the lying. refponies of the Delphic Oracle fixed the
public deftinies |

The Roman renublic s faid to have commenced
from the expulfion of the Tarquins, by Junius Brutus.
He aflociated with Lun his father-in-law, and both
prefided 1n the government, under the title of Con-
fuls, without deltroying the old civil.and military or-
dcrs,

The Dictatorthip foilowed, the powers of which,
for a mited time, and finally, without lim.tation, were
ommpotent. We might mention the creation of Tri-
buncs, Ediles, Decemvirs and Triumvirs, which mul-
tipiv authorities, nitcad of operating as checks and
balances in the gove' nment, formed a heterogencous

nais of power, which wrought its own diffoluticn, as
oppofing elements deiiroy each ctacr.

Befides, the Rcmans gloried in a war {vitem.
The t-mple of Janus iemained cpen mer: tnan two
bundred years, without intermiilion. Batties, fiezes,
victones and triumphs dazzied, and better guited the
Roman genius, than the mild fcenes of return ng peace.
When factions had divided, and luxury enervated this
maartial people, the total deftrution of the common-
wealth enfued. Solong as we walk nctin thefleps cf

thole
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thofe ancient republics, we have ne caufe fo exnelt
their fate ; nor, on that account, to abate the happi-
nefs of this halcyon day.  While we vield tothem 1he
palm, in elogueuce, poetry and architeffure, we may ju’ ly
look down upon their notions of libertv, ard of a free
gOVernment, Wit Comypailion, as we pity tuelr iuper-
{litions.

Living in the new world, we are determined nei-
ther to entangle ourtelves in the errors and drrouscs,
nor to cupy the vices of t:e old ; but to proit by
their fclly  Hence, guided by a mrgnimimous, vir:u-
ous and pacific policy, we have, hitherto, e.caped the
dire calamities and deio’ations, which now bvet‘t}:rfad
other countries. The fruit, which the tempeit 1s
fhaking from the vineyards of the nations, is fatl:: g in-
to tire lap of Corambia. Some of our citizens have
indeed been deprivéd of tl.eir property, by the unrigh-
teous meafures of the Brivfh government, which wé
recollect with {ympathy and refentment. But it 1s
prefumed the Justice of the union will command
fatisfaction for tuele fuflerers, erther from the aggrefiors

them'elves, or from the public treafury.

Ciuzess, Legiflaters, continue to watch for the
republic ; fo fhall you render her immortal.

Firft of all, watch and pray, that we prove not
unzrateful to the God of armics, who hath given us

the
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the vicToRY, over our enemies 1 war ; cver ourfelves
ix peace. *¢ Prove me now herewith, faith the Lord
of hofls, if I will not open the windows of heaven, and
pour you out a bleffing, that there fhall not be room

to receive 1t.”

« If ye be willing and obedient, ye fhall eat the
gbod of the land ; but, if ye refule, and rebel, ye {hall

be devoured with the fword, for the mouth of the
Lord Lath fpoken 1t.”” Our cheerful obedience to
the laws of piety and mcrality will form an 1mpreg-
nable wail about our INpDEPENDENCE. But,if we
negle thefe duties, God will, in judgment, take a-
way our privileges, however firmly {ecured by our lo-
cal pofition, and a well poired government.

Next to the lJaws of God, we fhould reverence,
and obey the laws of our republic. They are the
{fovercign will of thF PeopLE, proclaimed by their
reprelentatives. Thefe are the only organ of the
public voice. He, therefore, who audacioufly breaks

the laws himfelf, or goes about inflaming the minds
of others, and inducing them to do i1t ; or weuld fain
fiafpend, or wreft the execution of the laws, i defi-
ance of the CoNsTITUTED AUTHORITIES, 1S a tyrant

at beart, and an enemy to the liberties of his country.*
Moft

* Rebellion confifts in forcibly oppofing the general will
of a nation, whether by a pasty, or by individuals.
Rights of Man.

But this will is not known, except by their reprefentatives. Ergose
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Moft cheerfully let each citizen bring to the pub-
lic cheft his apportioned contribution. ¢ Cuftom to
whom cuftom is due,’”’ 1s a precept, founded upon 1its
own reafonablenefs, and the exprefs command of that

divine SAaviour, who hath purchafed for us fpiritual
freedom, and with whom, we hope to {;pend a blefled
immortality. And where 1s cuftom due, 1f not to a

government, which we ourfelves have inftituted ?

Sacredly improve the {eafons, for ele€tions. T hey
are privileges, purchafed by the richeft blood of our
country. He who will not leave his bufinefs, nor his
pleafures to exercife his nght of fuffrage, tramples
this blood under his feet. Himf{clf deferves to groan
forever under the lath of defpotifm. Thofe charac-

ters, beft qualified to manage the affairs of govern-
s+ ment, are difesiminated in the common mafs of citi-
erzens ; whise the wifdom of the people {elets  the
appointed feafons for election. Hence, the infinite im-
portance of condenfing, in this {ublime work, every ray
of wifdom in the nation; otherwiie, in the very 4ofom,
even of a perfe¢t Conftitution, were {uch an one pofii-
ble, our liberties fhall expire. How momentous,
therefore, is the charge of the public education ¢ With

what religious zeal thould it be pur{ued, fince the pre-
valence of good merals and general information are
neceflary to the very exiftence of a free and happy

govcrnment.

Beware
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Beware of Abfaloms, who kifs the people
in the gates to {erve a concealed, but iniquitous
purpofe.* Thofe domeftic hypocrites. wire refemble
the infects, which bore the fhip to a honeycomb,
while the outfide appears found and fair. . Thefe in-
ternal enemres, Citizens, who work night and day,
moft threaten the deftruétion of the political bark ;
compared with whom external foes are no more than

birds of paffage, which flutter upon the fhrouds.

Candour, however, fhould be mutually exercifed
1n differences of mere opinion, whether upon palitical,

or religious dotrines, which fhould be exterded to
our rulers, when they happen to divide upon the great
queftions of ftate. Thir end may be the fame,
when they difagree concerning the means. I {ugoeft
this conciliatory caveat, not to prevent w.atchfulnefs o-
ver our public agents; but to difarm calumny ; and
prevent the difcouragement of their laudable zeal, and
the refignation of their 1avidious and thanklefs ofhices.

Agriculture and manufactures fhould receive ev-
ery honour and encouragement, as the natural means
of deepening, and {preading the roots of cur Indepen-

dence ; and hame-made utiiity prefersed to imported
elegance.

The

* z Samuel xv. Let every citizen read this chapier often.
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The plan of fort:fying our principal feaport
towns, now 1n operation, fhould be completed, with-
out delay ; otherwife, their d-fencelefs ftate will invite
infults, and endanger their deftruction, even by a con-
temptible force.

No powers of eloquence can defcribe the im-
men{s importance of carrying iato full effet the prin-
ciples of the MiLitia EstasrcisuMeEnt. Much
honor, indeed, is due to the officers and great body of
{rcemen, for the reputable progrefs, which they have
a'rcady made, both in equipments, and tactics. Let
themn haften the completion of what they have {o lau-
dably begun, an 1 there fhall be extended, over the u-
nion, an Zecincble milhitary force, without, either the
expenfe, or fatal efects of {tanding aimies. Hitherto
‘“ patriotilm and reverence for the laws”* have been
in‘eribad upon their banners.  We prelent them the
congratulations ot the day.

The Independent Companies have done them-

f

tvives and their country, finguiar honor, on every pub-

l:ic app:arance. Tle

M’W“’“ — . ol
* Witnels their excrtions, 1n quelilg the cifturbances in

the weflern counties of M.flachufetts, in 8>, and thofe of
Pennfylvaniay in ‘g4, when citizens of the firfi chara@ter and
fortune fwung their packs, in the cajaci'y of private fuldiers !
Jiirice happy nation! Thy pravers and affections are the [se-
‘gr:ard ot thy First MagisizatE ' and the inviol.lblf_j}zr.ﬁz:m;y

of thy Lawy!!!
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The Frrst ArRTILLERY CoMPaNY, 1n the dil-
trict of Maine, who are now before us, affiting 1n the
formalities of the dav, merit applavie.* Citizen Of-
ficers, your military appearance refle&ts on you, and
on thofe you command, the higheft honor. Waving
the elegance of their unmiform, and the good order of
their accoutrements and arms, 1n the manual exercife,
evolutions and firings, they have evinced a cerreétnefs
of dilciphne,beyond their experience, and which in-
fures approaching eminence. This will encourage
you to increafe your exertions for the {fpeedy gratifica-

tion of thofe high expeltations, which you have juftly
excited.

Citizen Soldiers, the vacant hours, which others
waile 1n {cenes of vice, degrading to human nature,
and deftrutive to {ociety, you have devoted to thcie
exercifes, which wiil fit you to {erve your country ;
give {trength, vigor and grace to your perfons, and
cherifh all thofe mafculine virtues which will com-
mand the efteem and admiration of our virtuous
Fair, whofe eyes are now fixed upon you, as their

future protectors. Unite all the virtues of the citizen

and the foldier in your charader, and rather dre, than

tuffer 1t, by any unwerthy condu, to be tarnithed.
Let

el e .

* Lately inftituted, compofed of the worthy vouth of this
town, chiefly mecharics, an order of nien ¢ who have de.
ferved well of their country,” commanded by Captain Lemu-
L WEeeks. Since the delivery of the above it bas been fug-
gelted, that there is a Company at Sacs which claims feniority,

&
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Let this day be facred to the memory of our
ANCEsTORS, whofe pious and inagnanimous exertions

laid the foundation of our prefent numbers and oreat -
nefs !

The Suapes of our fathers and érethren, who
fell in the caufe of Independence, fhall find repofe in
the fympathy and gratitude of the day. - Ye blocdy
fields! Yo crimfoned heights of America! ¢ Let
there be no dew ; neither let there be rain upon you ;

for there our mighty are fallen in the micft of ths
battle !”

Ye daughters of Columbia, come, weep over the
brave, who perithed 1 the high places ot the field,
for you. But for them ye had not been clothed in
{carlet, nor had ye put on your ornaments of geld.
Alas! No. Deprived of every thing dewr, bv the law-
lefs violence of tyranny, ye had fitten upon the greund,
wringing your hands with doiorous moans, and wafting
to heaven the ruthful ftory of ycur {uficr.ngs! Caill
to mind the fatal 17th of Clicber, 1775. On the
16th, at ¢ o’clock i1n the afternoon, Ncet laid his
armed veflels before your defencelefs tcwn, and threat-
ened todeftroy 1t in two hours. By many entreatics
your fate was {ufpended, 'tiil g o'clock the next morn-
ing. And what a mght did you pais! women faint-
ing dead on the floor, and their little children {cream-

D Foliy
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ing around ; or, ioft from their par~nts, their cries
were heard 1n all the ftrects. Scme, wio hai m re
fclf-command, were emrpicyed through th nizh .n
carrving off the fick and taearedand tici o 01 va.us
able cffiéts; while others, coniuod, fied, ard it eve-
ry thing behind. Women in dul ited weatnes we ¢
compclled to fly, with theu tender infin's 1a therr
arms, fome of whom were expiring, before they cou d
find fhelter. At g o’cluck in the morniny the fhip-
ping opencd upon the toan. You few the flimes
Kindling upen vour pleatant and elezant habitations,
and in a few hours nothing but thali tolitary chimneys
were {tanding ! ' Ylterday in afBuence and cae ;™
To day, alas! rot where to iay vour heads; nothing
Icft, but the bitter remembrar.ce of departed pref e-
ity ; the wretched fatifadtion of weeping cver the
. athes

* Several worthy famiiies in eafv circumitances never re-
covered from the ruins of this conflagration. Some of the old
celiars remain to this day ¢ where the thifile fhakes its Jonely
head, and the rank giafs waves around.” Wile the pen of

ingenuity and the tongue of cloquence have often, by their
moving defcriptions, drawn zears of conmpallion from the eves,

and relief from the hands of public and private chany, for
the {uficrers of other conflagrated towns, thofe of this place, for
the moft part, have been lett to all the rigors of their deftiny.
Should not thofe fufferers, who are row living, and have had
nothing but Aurd forrane, fince the fatal 15th of October, 1573,
partake of our chari'v on the 4tb of July? A Amr for doing
good, to the humane and charitable inhabitants of Portland, is

jufiicient.
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afhes ot former enjoyments ! Curfed ambiticn ! if this
were the introductory, what muft have been the con-
cluding icene of our fufferings, hadft thou fucceeded
1n our fubjugation !

But whither are we driven ! This 1s the feftival
of philanthropy.  While the defign of the dav, juflice
to our caufe, and piety to JErHovan oblige us to re-
view the commencement, progrefs, and final iffue of

the revolution ; the diftrefsful {cencs, through which
he hath marve'loufly cenducted us; to relate them to

our children and children’s children, that they may
know the meaning of this ordinmance; yet it is allo

the communion of chanty 1n which we fgive all the
raff. “ LNEMIES IN WAR; IN PEACE, FRIEXDS.”

While our hearts beat high with grautude to
God, for his wondertful interpofitions, cn our behalf, let
us offer up to him our united prayers, for all, who are
not as happy as ourfelves. Let interceflions be made
‘“ with groanings, which cannot be uttered” f.r the
{peedy redemption of our dear brethien in chains and
dungeons at Algiers: for thofe, who are ¢xpoled to
the hatchet of the wildernefs, that they, and their In-
dian ncighbours may have a gnod underftanding, and
mutually cultivate the arts cf peace ; for cur whole na-
ti n, that God Aimighty would ftill bavet 'n I'is ho-
lv keeping, with our two f:{ter Republics, France and

Holland ;
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Hbolland ; that he would haften the defcent of that
powcrtul ange/ irom heaven to enlighten the earth with

his glory 5 who fhall cry, mightily, with a {trong voice
Basyrow the great is fallen, is failen ! and proclaim

b

redemption and liberty to all enflaved nations ¢ whofe
cry, inceflantly, rifes to heaven; but rifes in defpair.”

O Thou, who heareft prayer, and to whom all

fleth fhould come, may we live to fee the whole fami-
Jy of man happily reconciled; and join in the grand

bt |

JUBILEE, which (hall commemorate the enfraichifeinent
of the world. Federal America, as the clder tribe,
«¢ in the ncw order of things” thall have the honor of
precedence, 1n conducting the whole afiembled throne
to the Temple of Coxncornp.

el e il g ok
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