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WELLOW CITILZENS, |

AroruEr tevolution of the seasons has added one mere year
to the glorious independence of this nutiony which we ageiv vnite
il com§n:movming‘» and of which this day is the anniversarve—"T1he
spectacie of a free people tncreasing in greatoess as they 100 rEase
i, cumbers, assembled together by one common impulse w every
portion of this wide expanded homisphere, and with l'zcm‘tslgl"ute‘-
ful to the Supreme Govervor of nadons for the benedictions
bestowed upoa them ; offering up their prayers upon the altar of
Libertyy that Heaveu will preserve it to them, and S“'Cai'i”.ﬁ..b.)’
the Most Hignh that they will guard its bely fires with vestal vigi-
lance, or peiist with its expiring flames—presents a scene which
the {reeman of the* present age will continue 1o contemplate with
boly rupture ; and the philosopher of after times will delight to
dweil upon, as the proudest era of maduly virtue and moral peifects
C«bl“'}- ' . ,

I'he minions of despots in the past and present age huve
zollected together to celebrute the Lirth davs of the tyrunts and
conguerors who enslaved them.—ippressed bumanity mourns for
their fallen state, and. exilec fiond the fertile  plains of Evrope,
where liberty once delighted to dwelly when Aristides and Tinolcon
and Cato and Leonidas were its proude st chiampions, tiies o the
new World—to the land where the rights of man bave been con-
secrated by the blood of Wooster, WarreN, MEuckr and
MoxTGoMERY ; and the departed FrankLiNn and pams and
Harncock sna Wassineron by their labors 1o the cabioet and ing
the ficld, huve acquired immortality ; and herey as the only testing
place upon the face of the earth, hus tuken up her sboce—Here,
where the clastic force of mans recuperative energies hus burst
the chuins that enslaved him, and where o greaty fice, poerful
and independent nation of frecinen, prompted by po unworthy ime
pulse, bail the birth day of their emuncipation with a pure and’
holy enthusiasm !—5he beholus with delight the noble contrast
worthy of the great cause we espouse and worthyv of ourselves as
men—and pointing to our exaniple invites them o imitate tt, and
intreats us to hand down the rich beritage bequeathed to us by our
fathers, and purchasea by their valor and their blood to our chits
dren, that they may to theirs, and in succession to the remotest
ages. |

If there ever was a pericd since the national independencs
Fequiring more than any other a strict recutrrence (o the crnsey
that produceo it ; a minute examination of the ¢vents whicl have
grown out ofit; a comparisen of eur situation produced thercby,
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with the rest of the world, and the sacred duty iinposed ne less by
interest that patriotism to rescue it from the usurpations of our
enemics—this is emphatically that perviods The Declaration of
Independence, just read to you, conceived by the head and dicta-
ted by the heart of one of the most enlichtened gpd virtuous
statesmen the world ever produced, is itself the be® history of
those causes ; and it has the solemn sanction of names dear to all
persons in this nation of their reality.

The analogy between the injuries pourtrayed in that instrus
ment and those we have since received from the same nation; are
so striking that it would seem we are again resisting the attempt
to reduce us to the humblest state of colonial vassalage. Remon-
strance and complai it against them bhave long been urged in vain,
snd in place of that indemnity for the past and security for the
future due to the justice of our cause and to our friendly forbeat-
ance 1o redress oursclves, fresh outrages have been daily commit-
ted, until the first put out of sight by succeeding injurics scemed
for the moment to have been forgotten. But, there is a point of
endurance beyond which to suffer is to be degraded, and resistance
hecomes a virtue.— 1’0o that we have arrived ; and we behold our
government, sfier enduring a long series of insults and injuries
hostile to our peace and derogatory to our rnights, again engaged
in a war with Great Britain; long waged on her part, though
recently commenced on ours, and at such a time it behoves all
good men to cast off the shackles of party spirit—to bury all fa-
mily feuds——to put on the armor and assume the attitude of war,
in aid of eur goverment, against the enemy of our pecace and
happiness ; and clinging to the first principles of the Constitution
in ohedience to-the paternal advice of the great WasniNngToN ia
his farewell address, ¢ to rally round the constituted authorities—
to denounce those as enemies to our liberties who would atternpt
to excite distrust against them, and to bear in mind the sacred
truth, that our strength consists in our union.”  We shall concur
in the opinion that the goverament has no interest separate from
ours—that possessiog all the lights of experience and infermation,
they are better enabled to decide than we are ;3 and that they have
staked the dearest interesrs held by them, in common with us,
upon the issue ¢ for as they have the same sacred pledges of at-
tachment and fidclity to the country which any of us hold dear,
and have assumed & greater responsibility than falls to the lot of
any others in the nation : it would mark a most distrustful tems
per to question the correctness of their course—a most shameful
dercliction of the duty of good citizens to withhold a zeajous co op-
eration with them, and a criminal destitution of patriotism to weaken
the affections of the peoples The cause they advocate is the cause
of the people—the principles they contend for are inseperable {rom
their liberty and I will not doubt of the co-operation of every gen-
uine American to aid his government in bringing the war to a
speedy and successful termination.

But lest it may be erroneously urged that I inculcate the prin-
ciple of blind acquiescence in unwise measures, and indisci mis
nate support in an unjust war ; I will recur to the hateful subject
of our degradation, and recapitulate some of the acis of indignity

and of war which have been heaped wpon us;: and that they ma¥
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Be the more striking, and the ignominy of disgraceful submission
be more apvarent, T will compure them with some of the promi.
nent articles complained of in the act of Independence j in the
full persuasion that as our fathers braved the dangers of treason
and encountered the perils of a revolution to resist them, their
sons will not hesitate for a moment to resist them also~

ExTrAcTs FROM THE DECLA-
RATIUN,
He has combined with others,

fo subject us to a jurisdiction

foreign to our Constitution and
unacknowledged by our laws,
giving his assent to their acts
of pretended legislation.

I'er protecting them (his arm-
ed forces) by a mock trials from
punishwent. for any murders
which they should commit on
#he inhabitants of these States.

For cutling off cur trade with .

&l parts of the world.

IF'or imposing taxes on us
without our consent.

iic has plendercd cur seas.

QUTRAGES SINCE COMMITTED
BY GREAT Britain.

The British Kiag hus endeav-
oured to subject us to a jurisdic-
tion forrign to eur Constitntion
by enacting ordersin council rege
ulating our trade upon the high
scas, and subjecting those who
refuse obedience, to the perils of
confiscation and ruin.

He has protected his naval
commanders by a mock trial
from punishment for the mur-

ders which they have committed
1 upon
Dtates.

the inbabitants of these

John Puirce, a citizen
of the United OStates, sailing
from the Chesapeake to New
York was wantonly murdered
by Cazptsin Whitby, who was uf
terwards protected from punishe
ment by a mock trial and pro-
moted to a higber station ; and
Admiral Berkeley by whose or-
ders the murders of the Chesa~
peake were committed, was also
rewarded by promotion.

Our trade with all parts of
the world has been cut of by
the orders in councii, and his
ministers declare we " shall not
trade with any nation with
which the DBritish are not per-
mitted to trade, or that refuses
to veceive the manufactures of
Great Britain,

We have been required to
carry the products of our in-
dustry and ‘our soil to Great
Dritain; - there pay a  duty
and procure a licence to send
them to their destined market,
and in all cases to submit to re-
ceive a license to trade with the
ports of her enemy with which.
her own subjects carry on g
trade by special permission.
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vavaged our coasts, burnt our The ships of war of Great
tosns and destroyed the lives of  Britain have plundered us on
our peoples | our coast ; they have captured

tour vessels and murdered out

He has constrained our fellow | citizuns,
citizens taken capiive on the His naval officers have seized
high scas to bear arms against | upou the persons of thousands
th.ie country, to become the | of onr fellow citizens; have
execution:rs of their friends ! curriea thcm intc a most dis-
and bretiren, or to fall them- | graceful  siavery, (()llH)c”Cu
selveg by their hands. them 0 bmr arms against thei

own country, and made thc
the unwilling instruments of the
rapine and murdexs commitied
upon their brethren.

He has excited domestic in- In time of professed {riznds
surrections amongst  us, and | ship he has sent an incendiary
has endcavoured to bring on the | amongst us to spy out our dis-
inhabitants ot our frontiers, the | sentions, and to sever the union
mercile ss Todian suvag.s, whose | of these states and thereby em-
known rule of warfarcis anun- | broil us in all the horrors of a
distinguished destruction of all | civil war; arming brother a-
ages, sexes and conditions. gainst brother and urging the
' | :on to plonge the pary md'\‘
dagger into his Fith crs bosem.
I ne Inidians too have been urged
b cn to war by his bf‘iucrs, and
with British arms in their hands
dashing down fiom the wilder-
ness‘have attacked our Jefence-
| less frontiers, and with one fell
swoop have crucily murdered
the helpless old men, the innoa
cent children and therr defence-
l:ss mothers ; spuring no age,
} zox or condition from their e~
l’ rocious barbarities,

The British government has assumed the right of declaring
N the ports belonging to her enemies in a state of blockade 5 and
without the pretonc, that her paval force is employed 1o the actyal
blo.kads of such ports, or even possesses the power to blockade
the.ns uccording to the sctiled definition of a legitimate blockade s
cuts oft all our trade with those countries and, as if determined to
brave the honest indignation of the whele worldy permits her sub-
jectg to trade to the places thus interdicted to us.

The principle upon which a belligerent is permitted to interrupt
the trade of a neutral with an enemy’s port is. acknowledged only
on the ground of the danger to the ncutral from the situation ol
the blockading force to enteér, and the injustice of a trade with him
in articles of necessity or sabsistence, without which the chances
of subduing him are augmented. Aud to say to the neutral, I
will not permit you to supply my enemy and thereby avert the
~uin with which 1 threaten bim ; and yet supply the enemy hels
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gelfl is to be guilty of a shameful and profligate affrontery,
~ Great Britain has attempted to palliate her lauwless attacks upoky
ws, by the plea thut sheis justified by the principles of retatiztion ;
to treat us as we are treated by her enemye—But how this mons-
trous perversion of the plain meaning of that term is maintuined,
reason and justice will in vain be resorted to for a solution.  Re-
taliation, 1s a return o like for like, by the party who is the victim
of wny aggression 3 vety according to the British doctrine, if
France invades our rights, Great Britain muay also invade them :
and, if France inflicts l)lox- s upon us, Great Britain is justibied in
beating us also.  If a pretension like thut were set up in private
liley every indiviaual in socicty would make common cause us,ainst
tie aggressory and rid the world of such a monsters What ! be-
catst a lawless ruffian attacks his peaceful ncighbor, shall every
other of them, rather than aid in seeing him righted, do him equal
injury 2=—and the prirciples that are wrong between individuals,
cuioot hold good between pations, {or they are only a congrega-
tion of individualse  Yet this odious usupration of the Lex Twlivnis
is made the pretext for outstripping the other wrong-doers in their
acis of irjustices We have never submitted tamely to any injuries
trem any natien s tho® we huve been the victims of a delusive con-
fiuence inthe good fuith of all 3 and whilst they have promiscd
redress, {ron time to timey without ever seriously inteonding ta
vender uny—Jacpiog of them by ourselves, we have believed that,
a respect for thelr own character, and the opinion of the world,
vould determine them at last to do us justice ; and thut although
long detaveds it would not be defered forever,
So.cte of these enormities to whict 1 have alluded, deserve

a more minule examivation: i—-— fhe practice of lmpz L
ment stands st on the list of grievances ; end is unequildicd
in iis wanton crucitiess Upwards of 5000 Americun citizens have
cen rmpressed mto the Biitish service ! have been torn from their
couniry, from thai Jiberty which they o highly vaiue, and all the
tender ties of nature, as to them, have been severed forever.  The
mind appeers to be confounded by the magnitude of the injury ;
e herwise, hiow can we acconat for the lorg submission and servile
entreaties ofour goveriments  The mghta of ersons are the corn-
¢ stones of our p,h*xc.xl edifice : upon them we have reared the
vhole structure of our msatutions ; and have rr;lcmnly engaged
that an attemapt to sap thie foundations of our association, shull be
resisted with all the physical streng 'h and treasure of the whole
proples  The rights of property occupy the wost inferior grade a-
wong the obhjects of oar constitutional compact ;—these may be at-
tucked, without much excitcimynt—while those never ean be in-
inmwn with impunity. The latter muy become tihe prey of luw
Fess froehooters ; ; but the former must be maintiined inviciable at
ol hazavds s ot hcm.sc, tie coastitution 15 breken—uliegilance to
tae state (which is werely the correlative of pmtcwon) is cancelled

—-ant the whole tiiric of government s dissolveds  In the proud
era of the Roman L(mm:onwcu!t‘n, to epin the blood of & looman
citizeny or, which was worse, to deprive him of bis liberty, was

punished with war aguinst the 04 ending nation,  Liberty and life

arc as deer to wh Amoricen as they weve to a Roman @ all are
reade 1o gdanit H\;'l; andvet wo have dane 000060 440 o ldaricaiag
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If the case of a single victim were selected and presented te the |
view of the nation, without any exzggeration~iold inthe unadorn-
add langunage of iruth-~ten thousand swords would leap from their
scabbards, and thecory of vengeance would be reiterated to the ex-
tremes of our wide expanded country ;3 and if that individua] could
collect the whole nation together, and say to them, are you a futhe
ery who have tenderly reared an only sen, and now when the even
ing of your days has come, behold him with an affectionate heart
repaying the care and solicitude bestowed upon him ? are you a
wife, devoted to the partoer of your hife, the beloved of your heart
aad the father of your children ! are you a child, accustomed 10
the tender caresses of a fond parenty and whose little heart palpi.
tates with joy, when he presses you to his bosom l==by o1l ih.se
tender ties, 1 conjare you listen to my tule. I oo had a father
and a mothery who loved me tenderly, and I rejoiced to smonth
their brow of care, by repaying their affectionse=1 had a wif- uud
children whom 1 adored, and who were interwoven with every lige
ament of my Leurti—Lrom all these, {rom my conntry and from
liberty have they cruclly torn me : my parents survived the news
of my impressment but a few days j—-my wif: died of a breken
kEearty, and my littde children have been theown upon the bounty of
an unfecling worlde I have wept in secret over my misforunes,
And have invoked a kind heaven to termipate my miscerable hif g
but [ am still preserved for purposes beyond the reach of mortal
keno  The lash of the tyrant still lacerates my body, and I endure

“a slavery the morg cruc! and intolerable, because | once was o froe.
man ; [ once had a home, a fannly and a country !! Let me alp
you, is there a man i the nation that would refuse to rush
on to battle and avenge his wrongs, or perishin one vmversal roin ?
yet it will not be denied, that hundreds ot such cascs <o exist ;
not in {ancy, but in fuct.==Not in the heuted imagiiauen of an en.
thusiast, but in the sacred pages of Liistorical we .

For many vears our governmeni have consunted to carty on a
jruitless negeciation with Great Britain, upon this and all the othe
er topics of just complaint against ber daily and accumuiatieg agrs
gressions 3 and whilst she was predessing the sincerest dosire to
conciliate and do us justice, even at the moment when hor Mings.
ter here was engaged in an amicabls negociation with the U.it-d
States, a sceret agent was employed by thet government, m an
endeavour to dissever the union of the States ;3 who carried on his
machinations 1 the heart of cur Country.—e-And in addition to the
proofs furnished by his oviginal and auvtheutic docwments, cne of the
principal ministers of Great Britain, hos recently acknowleaied in
their Parliament, that he “ was employed to obtuin some 1niorina.
% tjon respecting the dispositien ¢f some of thie American Stites,
6 with regard totheir awity or hostility towards Great Britain”

This most perlidious act of diceraceful hostility, whica no civij-
ized pation ever attempted to pistity or pullinte in time of peace,
and which by the laws of nations subjects the instrument engaged

in its execution to immediate dean, even in titue of wary, miust

Lave continced every reflecting mind, chat until other Councils
and other policy prevailed in Great Drituin, war or sabmission,
were thy only alternpatives, The corstituted authoivies have cuus-
#y the fesser evil 3 they have declarsd way, and have staked cur
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wbigh destinies upon the issue. Let us unite in the common cause.,
Una salus embsbue crtt cinne periculum.

It is deeply 1o be regretted, that IFrance after pausing in her ca«
reer of hostility, has resumed the practice of injuring us to the fuli
extent of her power.  Her navalinfuriority with few exceptions, bas
prevented her vessels from leaving their poris, and hence the injue
vies received at -her hands have beeninf n.\_n to those of her rivals
A unegociation carried on with cur Minisier theve, at cne time,
promiscd a speedy und satisfoctory couclusion 3 the last accounts,
however, were not so auspicious 3 but nothiv g decisively agatust

D]
our claims had taken place ; and it moy vet be boped {tho' cuni-
dence in “eis Justly shuken) that we sha't soon lear some-
thing favou from that goavter ¢ if, howeve,. the expectation

shuuld be totelly defeated, tlsevc can be but one mird upon the
~von=—Mar will and muct be declared cguinst France alsos

th such prospects bofore us, and the inipeding danger of the
existing war, it cannot be coubted that all Americans it heart and
in sentiment will be unit~d, and the daring, thie proud spuctacle
will be exhibited of a nation i free men, coutending for their rights
againust the huughty Mistress of the 5as und the gigantic conquer-
or of the Continents A want of zni.n will destioy us.  Vhe most
powcrful states of ancient and modern Furope have fallen a piey
to intestine divisions:  The Republirs of Greece maintsined
% their liberties, whilst united, against the whole successive powelr

® of Durius and Xerxes; wiucse armies were as numerots as the
sand upon tlic sea sbore, and the lutter ol whom, at ¢ne tin.e, we
are informed by the venerable Father of History, brought a force
against Greecey exceeding the number ef 2.600.660 mone These
were reststed three days at the pass of faermopilie, by a honds
Rl of br.ve men under the commauno of the trnmorte] Leonidas
whose numbers,y at no ume, exceeded 4,200 1 and on the last .y,
fnding resistance at thut pluce hopeless, and unwilling to stake
th- lib:rics of all the states upon the contests the whole force,
gxcept 300 men. weire withdrawn: yet these. before Leonis
das and his Spartan band had fallen, destroyed upwaras of 20,000
of the best troops of Xerxes.  The remaind rof Tas migaty forces
penctrated into the heart of Creecey but uiappailed by dasger or
misfortune, new armics spratyg vp o oppose theny, und wlthough

the Pere "o constituted a great pomun of this force were as
Daave Hans, Xerxes was obliged to abuncon the <onques..
he ha edy and fly acruss "he Hdlostondointo us own
country o0 powerinl was Greece united, that i the last de-

cisive bawtles with 3CUWL0 of thie enemy, nat full 3C00 escaprdihe
sword.  Yet Greece once so brave, so powertul ane I lnaibie,
nursed 1o the lap of poverty. the guest of virtue, though cnaged
in petty feuds before her desiruction was tl teatened fiom wis hout,
which bushed them for hall a century fovits termination, whe
crave to her human character an ex.ugg‘s chtl wosplencory and  to
the manners and talents of hev poeple o polivh and a profondity
of learning, never since cqualled—at last bwecarne a picy to the
ambition and the avarice and vapacity of ficions, who stivred up
the States agutust cach othery, and by ditiaug them, they  soon
el bencath the sword ef the common eneny, without a stiu;zle.
T have Daen the more pavticeisr i dwells - yeen e fate of
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Greece, and confrasting her power when urited, with the offc ¢
of her divisions, becanse Greeee, like usy wes a republic of cong
federated Btates ; and the example of Greece is therelore more e
serving of considerations  In modern times, we find Prossiu, wh N
tnited under her great Frederick, a {ull match single handed {«)717
all Buvope.—The same Prassia which we hav: gince seen couquers
ed und subducd in onebattle, by I'rance aloney, because of wavers
ing councils and intersal divisions,  Spuin too, powerful in B
bers and in the native bravery of her people, under the goves meut
of the periidious Prince of Peace, hus been sold to France ; and
now endures all the frightful horrors of invasion, dizuion, and
the alternate prepouderancy in its various provinees ot the l"l"cnc.-h
and pateiot armsd [ will not swell the melancholy catalogue of sub-
ducd, annibilated nations, whoese country has been blotted ovt of
the map of the worldy in consequence of their divisiors, Bur Toa-
treat you fellow crtizens, let us:bearin mind their fate ; and guard a.
gainstthe causes which produced it ¢ as beacons erected on astormy
- coasty to warn the wary maviner of the rocks which threaten ships
wreck and roin to those who approach thems. Lt us expel the
spirit of distrust from our bosoms ; let not suspicion have a lurks
g place amongst us; let us with one beart, as one man, be u-
~nited ; then may we defly a world in arms, and under Gop we
will be victorious, and tlien the patriot blood of the revolution will
not have been spilt in vaine  Once for all. I conjuie you, fcllow
citizens, let us «ling to our union, and prove to the enemics ofour
- system, that it can stand the storms and tug of war, as well as
-the sunshine of peaces  Ours is the last asylum of hberty—hcre
let:it flourish, until nature’s self shall bend beneath the weight of
years, | Lidercy is the first best gift of Heaven to man ; it is the
sistgr passion to life itself; and, as they have been united by the
fiat> of Heaven, perish the wretch who attempts to sever them-
‘We have a practical proof of the influence of Liberty upon the
minds, the habits and manners of our citizens : the whole world
~does fiot afford a people so universally intelligent and well educata
edv’ The principles of our government are understood in every
qggf*ter of the country, and in the sume rutio is the strength of the
- gpvernment augmented.  Its strength is now, for the first time,
put to thetrial ; and 1 confidently believe, there is not a person in
the nation, who fears the result. 1 should do great ljustice to
my feclings, if the language I have employed, suggested a doubt
of the patriotism of my fellow citizens, it has been used for fur dif-
ferent purposes; by recuring to the epoch of our revolution, the
wonderful effects of united couucils and ubited energies are exhib-
ited ; and, by a review of the bistory of other nutions, we bebold
the efiect of their divisions and can avoid their fute by guerding
agains the causes that produced it.

Let us like faithful centinels stand each one firm at his poste
The eyes of the world are upon us; the last hopes of liberty are
confided to us; and the spirits of our deperted heroes urge us on
to a manly effort in support of thut fieedom which they conquered.
We will vot disappoint their fond expectations, we will ¢ acquit
““ourselves as men; and may the Gop of Armics be our Shisld
¢ and Buckler.” | '




