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UPON this anniverfary of Ameriean Indepen.
dence, frikingly Important are the ree®ions which
eroud upon J\e mind: We look back upon the (.

g uatlon of our country before the rank of Indepen-
. Jence wan attached to the American charadter,—
ol t " We paft In remembrance the prowminent features of

(

:

{ our revulution, and the difficulty and danger which
ittended that nuble enterprize for lHberty, We
contemplate our prefent refpedable rank among
the natlons of the eurth, and the invalunble righte
‘ ihd privileges we enjoy, and thofe of which we are
deprived by the fujultice of foreign natlons. We
donot ftop here 1 we anticipate with oy and fhtise
hidtion the unrivalled greatnefs to which America
b progreling, and which, in profpe, has alrendy
exdteg the fealoufy of forelgn powers, Amid this
tideof 1eAectionn let us fearch for {Line Inttruétion
which max bhe ufeful to ue as membere of that com.
munity which affords us protedtion, and of which
we glory In being called citlzens: You urdoubted.
l{ have come toguther i the exercife of a fond hope
that ron fhall be eclified in fome of thofe things to
which the day naturally calls our attention. In
this you will not be gratified, unlefs fome light
"§ hould be offered to aid you in difcovering your
refpective duties in fuelety, and the Interefts which
claim your protedtion : or unlefs there (hould be
 brought to view fome motives for yonr adivity and
perfeverance in the performance of thofe dutles, and
the protedtion of thofe interefty: It may be difi.
eult to accornplifh either of thefe objedta without,
fme recurrence to the Arft and moft eftublithed
principles of our gavernment.  Andl, permit me to
§ Mdrels you in the full beliet that you are all deeply
| Imprefled with a fenfe of the h'nsmrmwe of our Ji.
[ o dependence to our national felicity: “T'hat you duw
) {r ippreciute the bleMng of ite achlevement, and
|

¢ nece@lty of ite prefervation,  Otherwife you
wnnot particlpute tn the Joys of thiv day.  Othes
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wife we can recur to no firft principles of aur géve
exnment, on which toraife an argument fatlsfa&ory
in your efesm, Men cannot rejolee at an event
which they deplore, nar acknowledge the welght
of an argument founcded on premifes which they
cunfider mRu& and fallacious.
Iftael could with joy obferva the featt. of unleavened
bread in memorial of their deliverance from ligype
tian bondage, becaufe that deliverance was to them
A fource of un(peakable joy.  So can we, fellow clt.

izgnsy and vvery true American, with equal joy and -

ftisfa@ion, obftrve this anniverfary of an event the
muoft aulpicious to the peaple of Amuric of any that
ever did happen or that can  heveafter be exe
pected.

To You, then, mnr be addrefTed thofe felfievident
propol \

tions on which ourforefacherspredicated their
right to be abfolved from all alleglance to thelr then
mother country, Great Britain, and torm for them.
felves a Mree government, which fecured to them
thofe inherent rights, which as & Colony they could
never enjoy: The DICLARATION of our
INDEPEINDENCE, which has now been read,

exhibits thefe prnnnﬂtionl im that intereRing Ians

guage which wan dictuated by the fpivit of the timws.
—How widely different this from the langunye of '
monarchs | {Iuw oppofite, when cuntr.\%\m. e
the two Atuattona of the American Peopley reckon.
ing them before and after this declaration | Before
were diffeminatecd thofe ablurd and deginding prine
ciplesy that the King could do no wrong, that he wan .

omplprefent in hisdaminions, that the People were

dependent on himy nou only for protection, but fov

propecty, and even for that property which they
nequived Ly thelr own induftey §that they heid all
of i 4 thiat he had an ablolute gl to e fervis
ek on all ocealiony swhen he demamnded tham and
that he bad fuch o ight and eonteoul gver thele
perfon gy that they could nevery, by moviag fram hia
donlnions and becomlng inhabltante of other coun:

But the ghildren ot

B

i

N
o




| teien, or citimens of other States, or In any

other
wn?~ whatever, venfie to be hin fubjedts, e even
elnmed the vight to foree fueh emigranta hack to hia

Cdembinonay as the l‘un&ﬂc o Amerlen would coma
pel thelmenttle which |
{mﬂurv. and themare lmplieltly the Peaple belleved

el eayed to retwen to thelr

el pradifind thete degrading idens, the more it
ohjedts were they of the Kingy bencfAcence,  But
at and after this declartion of our independence,
were ineuleated the more noble idean that ¢ all men
ave ereated eguady” thut ley with equal "l‘fh" i That
amang thofe vighty fume are unalienable, fuch as
lH‘é.ll\:evw. mnel the purfuit of happinefs 1 That

Cno gantroul over thefe can of right be afumed or

malntained, not even by the eonfent, and much lefy
againtthe will of the pollelfor s That governmenta
are inftituted among men to protedt, not to curtail
thefe "ights ¢ That v all legitimate gavernments,

- the riders devive theiv jult powers from the confunt

of thofe who are governed ¢ That when thelt prine
ciples ave perverted, and government becones de.
flru@ive of thefe ends, it 1y the right of the people
to alter or wbolifh ity and eftablith a new fyfem
which they deain caleulated to enfure their fafuty
ald happinefy

By the adoption and efablifiment of thefe prin.
ciples, mankind beeone elevated to theivnative dig-
nity: The mind unfhackled from the deprefling
power of Manarchlcal dependency, ftretches itielf
along the regiung of literature and philufophly,dif-
dainn the groveling walks of ignorance and fupers
ftition, which are the pinfons of defpotifin, and haily
that empire of reafon and equal rights which s the

- rleheft gift of an carthly nature from God to man,
| It difdaine and deplorea that thirft for domination
- which- Monarchs feel, and which ftimulates thote
- wirs of conguelt which deluge the world with

blood, It ryoices in the profpedt that cre long a
m\tel pfl univerfal peace will be the happy lot of
mankind.

Thefe jult, benevolent, and dignified, principles
are the baliv of the government which we now en-
joy. Through the fuccefsful exertions of our fa-
thers, in & feven years conflict, againft the prejudi-
cen of this world, againft principalities and powers,

- hgninft the n\apnﬁtimu of many of our own citizens,
- who cither did not believe fn or could not rellih
Cthe Meflings of a free government, there s confirms

ed to the people of Ameriea, the vight of legillating
for themfelvaa without the fanction or negntion of
mny furcign Potentate 3 the privilege of enjuying

(=2=)

Sl welfure, and  fecure the bleflings of libe'rtt to
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the fame individual ighta which others arqung
them poflufy, vights which nee protecied by a goy,
ernment of their own cholee j and a conftitytion
which points vut the plain and inple courle whieh
our Rulermn mult purtuey in the difcharge of their
feveral funélons, and guardy, like a Namivg {word,
the libertiva of the Peoples  Our conftitution be
ginw with a vecital of the primavy objeéts of ita fur
mation, It begina thua: ¢ We the people of the
United Stateay in order to form a more perfod ye
nlon, eftablith jufice, Infure domeflic tranquility,
piovide tr the common delence, promote the gene

ourfelves and our pofterity, do ordain and efablif
this confitution for the United States of Ameren)
It then proceeds to regulate thefe feveral and im.
portant objedtain a way perfeétly gonfurmable to
thofu prinviples of equal vights, er true republican.
ifny which of old wuere unknown among ueybut'
which became ;_xlnriuuny triumphint by the fugbety
of our revolution. E

Here then, we find a key with which we
can unlock the myferies of duty appertaining
to each '
fathers, with immenfe bhlood and treafure, hid.
the foundation for a free government,  Juftice,
cquality, liberty and focial arder were the corner
ftones thereof: Union wan ite cement ¢ Peace and
happinefs were ita objects. T'he fuperfrutture
wan well caleulated to effe® thofe objeéts, Thofe
objeds it will efte¢t fu long as the baliy is preferyal

\

entire by the virtue and the afliduity of the People.

The duty, therefore, of every citizen to watgh,
protect and fupport thofe foundation pr"[nmplmf
our government, becomen obvioufly manifeft:  We
ought to be inftant in feafon and out of feafon, lot

fome part of that foundation be fapped unawarés:

Lelt fome enemy of our freedom thould oceupy ghe
avenues to ita defirucion.  Surely all who valus
this comely edifice, all who do not wifh to barter
our libertics for our primeval bondage, all whowift
to tranimit to their pofterity the inherltancc'wtbe{
have received from their fathers, will become vor.
untary and perpetual centinels around this fortrely:
of our {afety, this bulwark againft the inroads of
defpotifin. ~ They will be careful to maintain (he
principles of juftice with each other and with fore
eign nationa, 'I'hey will avoid mrrogating to them
felves rights which they will not yleld to othersune
der like civcumitances. ‘Phey will fo ufe t{\t‘erWﬂo
as not to infringe the vights of others.  ‘hey wil
ufe all the reafonable exertions In thelr power 10

" gemning the

individurl in fociety=—we find that oir

1eft of t

note unanimity and order, to the bullding up
\nd trengthening of the whole community,  “Fhey
who dothefe “things have alveady diltovered,

they practice, their duty

This fabjedt, thua feemingly beought to a polnt,
oL wanta t’nr\l\le\' ﬁpl.\nmmu. lcﬂlllt ﬂmuld‘lwwe

w one Jultitylng his own procecidings, and con.
parp o c):mgué‘t uftlwlPu' who walk in difter
aut pathw  For furely no one upon mature refleets
lon will contravert thefe premifes,  Jvery one will
aelaim, ¢ yan lay down the principled of our gove
emment, and point out the duty of citinens, cors
ety Tam a firm fupporter of thofe principles
Jendeavor to pradtice thote dutien, I glory in our
Indepenclent free government § and would not bars
ter it for all the monarchies inthe univerfe.”’  All
rofefi to agree in thele fentiments, thefe ground.
work principlea § and yet the people of the United
States ave civided into two great political parties =
Thefe partics agree not at a1l together in the fen.
| pronnunce upon the meafures of governs

tence the ‘
ment:  They are i wndcly Apirt upon mealines, as

§ they could pollibly be upon \winciplen. 1t iw there.

forg neceury to inveltigute the fubjeét NLill farther :
To fearch for fome criterion by which the individ.
ual of cundid inquiry can difcover his duty in par
ticular-cafes, independently of the opinions and al-
[tions of pulitical partizans.  Yerhaps the inquiry
will preve neithet party to be vight, I fo, let us
willingly ftand ot tall as our condud will bear the

Y\oi'e principles which we all deem corredt,

~If then we apree that the principle of equal rights
it Incorporated into onr fyftem of government, the
next enquiry will Le, what adts will be a departure
from thin principle * I anfwer, whatever tencs to
create & monopoly of property, or a monopoly of
influence, aflde from the weight of corwét intorma.
tion, fs an ohvinus departure from this principle,—
Men who 1ank with the medincrity as to property
are uially the moft firm fupporters of a republican
fovernmcnt» They are too independent to be cn.
lved by the vieh ¢ they ave not fhiciently indes
pendent to enflave the paors They are ton vich to
ebark their pofteffons in the vilonary projeéts to
ndifafected partizan : they are too poor to at
tempt a projuét of their own for the deflroétion of
fovernment, ‘Ihey are not fo vich as to defpite ine
tftey, nov are they able to live without it Not
ircuftomed 1o the extremas of Tiequality among
he ditferent niembers of the community, they have
ho dnelination w inbroduce e, This claty of

(=3=)
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peaple nfually nel®er envy the rluhun'm"cg fo the
poory  They have no loteretts which they will
to malutain at the expence afthe vights of athers,
Having the fame vights aa wther, 0 general, and
claiming the fime protuétion, they are ling to
embark with the community for divengt ind da
fence.  Satislled with thofe privileges which they
enjoyy and which vender life happy, they are anx.
fous for the protedtion uf them, vat?\cr than the ac.
quifition of others which at beft may be of uneers
taln operation,  Poflefling no ardeat zenl fir pows
ery they are willing to leave the interefts of the nae
tion at the difpofal of the freemen==while on the
other hand, the extravagantly vich calculate much
uawn puffufling pawer prapurtionate to theiv riel es.
If they fail in this calculation they grow ditfatisfied .
If they cannot bind the people around them in a
ftate of dependency and under their controul, they
impute this failure to fome defedt i the adniinifs
tration of government,  They know that the naturs
al tendency of great wealth is to create power and
influence in the affive of goverument, and they are.
anxious to realize it In themf{elves,

So far as property creates dependency, it gives the
owner of that property a degree of afeendency nnd
controul over the minds of the perfons who are de-
sendent In England, the Lord of a manor with one,
wandred tenanta under him, is fure to cavey with him
their hundred votes 3 and a il influence is eves
ry where to be expected from a fimilar fource.  Eve
cz?' ndt, therefore, of Government, which tends to,
fofter this inequality of propevty, which efablithes
in one man or a fet of mer, vighta by which propera
ty can be obtained, and which are not common (o,
the citizenw at large, is elearly a departure from this
principle of equal vights:  Under this head may be.
named all néty eftablifhing private corporations with
exclulive privileges:  Thele all er¢ate interefty ad-
verli to thofe of the people at Targe, and owght not
to be ettublithed but with great caution. T'he obe
ject of them genevally is propuity, I they faceeed
n this, they ereate i dangerons inequality of prop.
crty.  Ifthey fail of this fuccefs, Rl they créate o
mutual and combined intereft among the members
of thole corporations, for the cxtenflun of their,
wivileges, which will never ceafe to haunt the legits
ature il their ends be anfivered, ‘There may,
without great danger, be fomte temporary exemps
tiona in favor of infant and ufeful Giétories, and off
expenfive and neeeMary roads and hridizes o but thia,
ought to be indulged rn thofo eafex ouly  where o
great public good would refult from the exemption.
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Andahis Manld e nttended ta Wh a {ealoun enre,
for a pretence off publie goad will always attend pes
titlona far private g)nmtu.whiuh,lt‘ made,would ftand
in competition with the public goad § and the mos
~ granty becume {o nnneraus that the in.

terell tiggreby created {s general inits operation and
Mfnence, 1t begomen dangerous to libeity,  Thole
aéhimted h{ thid futereft and influence will naturale
~ly feek their own, not the pood of the public,mm=—
Hence thafe laws which affe® the right of property
ought ever to be general, and leave that vight equals
ly In the reach of all the members of the communis
ty.  Thinalone will }:refem unimpalred that prine
 clple of equal rights for which we contend.

Bqually a departure from thia pi‘lnciﬁle would be

8 law depriving certain individualn of vighta which
nre lefe in the power of others under fimilar clreums
| ftancen, Dut this ean fuldom be expedted § nnd
" there dafo livtle motive for ite exiftence, and £ obe

vious an fimprepriety attending it, that naming it is
I fuficlent for the u\Jm now in view.

. The eftablithment, in fome of our fifter Stares,
Ahat A man mutt paffifs property te a certain as
mount before he ean exercile the vight of voting as
A freeman, is a moft dangerous depirture from the
pPrinciple of equal rights, It containg two palpable
~Abfurdities, xft. It luppofes the right of property
~more gonfequential to a man than all ether rights
put together, For furely the poor man paflelles
thc{ right of life, liberty, and the purfuit of happi
nefiy as much as the rich, and with as much pladfi-
hility clalms from foc\et{ the prote@tion of thefe
righte : and nught equally to have fome voice in
the eledtion of thofe rulers to whofe care thefe face
red and unalienable vights are committed, ad. It
puniMes a man for poverty, which can furely by no
- one be called A erime.  It'is a mixfortune, but one
fur which the fubjeét s not always blameable. It
may beghc effect of inevitable ficknefs, or lofles by
Arey or innocent miscaleulation: It to be fure, is
frequently the effed of folly.  But it never did, it
never can merit the fevere punifhiment of disfrans
chifement,  Mureover it furnifies a ftrong motive
for the rich who wih to polTefs power, to bear
down the paor and keep them in perpetual poverty,
| I order thereby to avold the weight of their fuf.
frages. But, as the conftitution of this State hae
happily rendered it -unneceMiry for a freeman to
polTefs nn¥ qualifirations except to refide fn the
State one full year, be twenty-one yeary of age, und

‘ o)
{ uz qulet and 'pencanbla 'behavior; farther Uy

need not be weeupied on this poine,

The duty af cltirens refWting from the prinelply
of juftice of which we fpeak, ought to be well under.
ftoad, and pradtifed with pun@®ilious care:  Men
uflally conficler lefs thofe confequences of thylr
condud® which are indiredt and remote, than thefe
which are immeciate and diveét 1 Anda&te of injut
tice to government are frequently fa-remote and in.
dire® {n their operatinn, that the confequence s
not alwaya reallzed till the adt la done . An ins

jured Individual can fearch where the ‘mifchieflies

and feek redrefs,  Not always {o of government, ..
'Che mifehief creeps upon government impereep '
Lly, operaten gracdually, mixes with other caufe to
produee it dire effedts, and fivells to.a great food,
the particlen of whofe waters can never be retiaced
to thelr refpedtive fourcen,  If Injuries, done Ly
fnclividual to governinent, do not amount to oring,
government ¢an effed no redvefs, It mult “vve
them to the mmr of public opinion 1 and wrhap.
py Indeed 1t {4, when the virtuous and the patrlotie
part of community are heaping on that' deferved

contempt which ls the-enly redrefs in the poweref

governinent j unhappy indeed if the vicious band
conipire to encourage A repetition of the Injunp=
Ifthe injury amounts to a crime, and the offender
can be detedted with evidence for convidtion, gove
ernmint can punith-him. But this ufually fatlyfae
fhart of reparation ¢ it {8 calenlated in this country
yather as # preventative, by reforming the offender
and making him an example to othera:  The operte
tions of jultice between two independent governs
ments are always reciprocal.  When their interelly
in any degree clath, either ftriét juftice is done W
both, or one receives more than juftice, and in the
fame degree {nthe other injured, To this injury
either the infured nation muft fubmit, or it mult be
repaired hy the provifinne of a tmt{..m' redreflt
muft be fought by inflidting the calamities of war
When a controverfy between them exhibits a prof
pedt of wary any conduct of individualy which tends
to impede the adl}uftment of that controverfy b
negociation, {s an Incalculable injur?l to both thole
nations and to the caufe pf humanity ¢ and even
mark of approbation by the citizens of one natlon
of the unjutt conduét of the other, doestend to I
pede fiuch negociation, and helghtens the proipes:
of war ¢ and fhould war enfue, the blood of W ofe
nat}om may lie at the duor of thefe wheo thus trank
greis,

- nefpedt through ditru®t and o

v Bwery unjuft Nander lieaped upen 'the ilera of
anr government v.an Injuftice not only to thele ru
\m,tut to the whale nation, who are loterelled in
(the meafuren by them adepted,  Thofe cltinem,
whe: give creditto the flander, foel lefa relpect for
the rulera, and are lefs willing to - fupport thelr ade
minftration 1+ and thin, ameng the multitudes who
Java nat the .n&pnmmhy or the difpofition te in.
wehigate every Mbjedt for them(elves, operates A

preat natienal infury, 1t often progreQius from cifs
tisfaction, to thofe
divilona which threnten the very exiltence of the
poveroment:  The effe®@s of this are not confinel
13 our @wn country 1 they.are extended to forelgn

~tatlona They, ob!‘ervmr‘\thh diltefpedt, calenlate

upon our confecuent divillana, and becatie: the lefi
ipt to refpedt our fovereignty and the more buld to
Ifiinge upon our national rights,  Similar to this
iethe operation of difunien nmanf our citivens,
from: whatever fource It fprings, with reynrd to give
ing-¢Fe&t-to meatures from - time to thme adopted
by government, “This -can fearcely fuil ‘to embare

¥ nfrour councilsy weaken our ftrength, excite doe

nicinfurredtion, invite fureign lnvaflon and en.

~dinger the whole fabrie of our free government,—

Our citizens, then, cannot be too afliduous in the
refpedt the¥ pay to the principles of jultice in all
their poffible operations, either upon private citl
snsy upon rulers, or upon the whole nation.

. Ifall the membera of the community adhere per.
Meriug\{‘-to thefe principles of juftice and equal
fghts, liberty and focial, onder cannot fail to be
Abe refult. 'l‘her are the natural fruit of thofe heavs
tly vines, which fruit will never blaft or wither, {o

- Jong as the vines fhall Nourifh,

But, as nll men cannot think perfedly alike, even
with the fame means for information, and much
Iefa without thofe menns, it becomes neceifary that
fomething be fnid with regarc to the courfe to he
purfued by Individuals to keep.alive that ymon
Which s thus conneéted with tKe principle of jufs
tieey and which {s the cement of our free goveérn.
ments There never wan and there never will be,
Npon this fubjedt, but one rule which cam ever be
ttdyced to practice without the moft ceitain des
itudtlon of the governinent. The fule In thiv: It
thofe, whofe conftitntional right and duty it is to
M upon any matter, undertake, Invefipate and
declde that matter, and let the decifion of their cuns
Pitutlonal mujarity govern all concerned, Let nll
‘who like and " all who diflike that decifion, cqually

(-8

e, by the banners of A republivan pov |
to fiihmit to any thdnh (hort of whiulute etpotiiin,

Tafety of povernment require thelr aliee

and focial ordery you wi
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Rxbml\ to lt:fo lgn‘-,u 1t remalnadn faree ) or until

It be alteregd iy o like confitutional Loard:  To
thinrule there o no poffible exception A refulal

nent § o

It i throwing afide all ovder, and reducing elvilis

pucl-foclety to a fate of annrehy.  Conteinglute for
A moment the fenea of contullon which would res
Ault from & diveli€tion of this wyle.
ar ftate leglNature pafu alaw by the vote ol a clenr
majority. § o minaity,great or finall, vete againtt v,

Our national

and refufe to be bound by ity ‘I'he n}iﬁmty anel the

enees Fhely
perfevering refittance mul engl {n & aivil wary fn
which will be ¢nlifed the advocites and the eppes

to pratice thia. vwde In a.dived refuthl tae UCHTL I

fers of ‘that law througheut the gavernthent, A

parallel eufe may be found in town meetings, l
‘thafe of Amaller

focietics, and even in our cewits of

juftice § where every decifion in which the nigme
bers af the court fhauld net pt:r(’c@tln agree, wauld
| ¢ parties and.
their refpedtive flends.  But et all the merbers of'-
ra&ically fubletibe to this ruley et

he but the taciin of war hetween ¢

the communit ! A ‘
the decillon of the majovity be with them n degifion

«of the whole, and government becomen a blefMng 3

pence and quietnefy ¢an dwell within our borders 3
and our union, that ftrength of the nation, findu
fupport from every citizen,

~Thiv particular explanation of duty may, at Arlt
view, appear citleulated for legiflatars and men in |

you will give: your fulirages for men that you are
confident will fo condudt, If you with to fupport:
the principle of equal rights, you will not: vote for
fuch men as would fucrifice that principle to arage
for private .corpprations, and dnpgerons monopos

office, but ite_application to every (cliven i eaty
and plaine - If-you know how your legillatorsand
lers ought to condudt, in their ofticinl capacity,

lies, but you will vote for men who are determined

to fupport that darling priveiple of ourgovernment,

and {hivld it from all the attacks ofits enemies. It

our rulers and sur nation, but you will vote for mew

you with to fupport the principles of jultice, libertyy

{l not vote for men who we
willing to trample thofe principles under foot, and
caily difrefpect the righly as well an the henor of

Avhiofe lives and converfuiion evinee thom to be real

lovers of juhice, liberty, and focll order s men

who will not fal(ely fpeak evil of dignitics, noy wil-

lingly excite the difiefpect of forcign nutions:  Ifas

n',:; errors swhitever creep fnto the (‘) flem through
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Cthe negled or mifeandn@ of rulera, it la the prov.
hee af freemen by thelr fuftrages to corredt thate
erravss But hare let me oblevve, we mut fielt be
Lah fled that thole errora extty and that they arve
chargenlggupon one rulersy ane for this we muf
not tea lallily teaft the alliertions of men whe fhow

Cthemlelved nteretted to efudt o revolution, We

Cought o Jook at the officlal condudt of ralera, enves

S'ullz‘ compare it with the prinelples by which they

Coaght to by governed, and eandidly judge for o

S ver wiether thelr mifconduet oeealioned thole

cerrorsy 10 we fnd that they frrung from another
fonree, we ought to rewind  thofe rulers with owr
continued contidence, and fpurn contempt upon

the man who thus would blafl theiv veputations.

| Tamunwilling to clofe this part of the fuljed
| without adding, that, whenever we difcover the du.
tics we owe to government, or to ourlelves, in view
Cof protedting cur vightsand liberties, no confideras
| tione, nointerelts of a private nature, ought everto
~interfere and prevent the it paformance of thofe
Cdutiess Weare too apt to imagine, eich that his
vate will net aftect the cle@ions which are taking
plnce nt a given time, and for caufon compaatively
trivial, withhold our fuffriges. Brethrenthefe things
onght not fo to ber IF we have interelts waorth

wotedting, they are worth voting for, at Jealt 3 and
!(" we trult athers to do this voting, in negleét of our
~own duty, we muft not be difappuinted if othersere
Jong bear off the vich prize of cur independence, and
Jeave us groveling beneath the iron rod of defpotifin,

Thus far, fellow citivens, I have endeavoret to
how what our eondudt ought to be, without ate
tempting to how what itis ¢ and I will hazard the
prefumption, that the principles of our government
Cthus delineated, and our refpedtive duties refulting
therefrom, as now deferibed, would, in times of po-
tieal tranquility, gain the allint of every citizen =
“Nooney furely, will contend that a republican gova

ernment ean exift atall, who will not readily nes
Cknowledge that the  principles and  duties now
pointed out would furnil  that government the
Fmoft andeviating tupports 1 correét when no pos
litigal feifme divide dhe nation, they are corredt now
Cond ever will be fo Meny by departing from prins
cipley, mity condudt ifrontdy at dierent periods
St the et prineiples of our povernment never vis
vy Aheugh neglected for apes, they Ul would
remain the moft uncrrme polestarto guide the path
of the et "The duties immedintely refulting
from thole peineiples arc equally wnalierable t They
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arey anel will be, the fame Tn all ages, A change' of
thafi prineiplecind duties would be [LEa chnge
ol guvirnment,

Now, fellow eltlzens, if we wifh to determine
which of the \wcl‘unt politieal partles in Awmeriea
haa the Dnterelt of anr country moft ot heart, which
eidenvors to build wp, and which to deftroy that
Interefty, our courfe I8 pladn and eaty 3 for by thele
fruits we muft know them,  We have no tet, by
which to Judge ot thelr intentions but their condud,
‘Phen let ud compare their conduct with thefe prine
clplens Lot usexamine candidly whether either of
thofe parties have departed from thofe principles by
which alone oure libertlea can be fupported,  Aml
it we whao bear the appellation ¢ republicans” have
thus forfuken our firlt love and gone on - regardlefy
of its virtuows impulle, let usy with the penitence of
the prodigal, retwn, coufels our fault, and embrace
and (teadily purfue thofe principles for which our
fathers bled and conqucrcc\. ‘I'o forfake our errors
denotes candor and a willingnely to render ourfelves
more ulelfulin life ¢ hut to pertevere in thofe error
after the light of convidtion has thone upon us, des
notes that want of candor which renders us mon
than ufclefs members ol fociety,  But in whateyer
particulars we thall find ourtelves to have aéted, not
only confeicntioufly but in conformity to thefe im.
portant principles off our government, in them let
ny perfeveres  Let not even the delive of harmonie
aing with onr political opponents compel us to fors
fiuke thefe principless In fueh cule, that harmony
would eoft too much even to be defirable Let w
not afk of our political opponents i greater Mare of
candor in fubmitting their condudt to the tcﬁlof
principles, than we are determined to exercife with
regard to onr own condudt  Should  we, in thi
way, all purfue one principle and become aétuated
by oneinterelly foon would our political animofities
fubfide, & domellic tranquility be purfedtly reftored.

I would not, at this time, attempt a very patticus
lardelignation of thole ocenrrences which appear o
me i departure from corredt principle: Lvery man
who 18 attached to the knowledge of politival affain
will eafily recoledt theme Mowevery I mult name
a few, and thofe the moft proininent within my re
¢olledtion.

'Phe Bt in point of time was the attempt of Ham
ton, Plekering and others, heads of department
under the adminiteation of My Adams, to infl't"
duce a military delpotifing with that fy ftem of e

(=)

pdenay which T hope ever to c'ppde‘mu‘\ AN you
ave nowe heavd iy uumlenuml: Uhote feenes ww
imillar to your recolledtion — “Ihey beenne fo difs
agreeaNy fimiliav to the freemen of that day that
they exerted thelr power of carrection and repotid
the Intereftn of povernment h) the care of vepublis
o, And here [ would obliyve that the late Pre.
Mdent Adamay in the Memolvi of ha warfare with
thefe heads of department af his appolntment,
fows them to have been guilty of the bale motives
el conducty to enflive our country, with which
they have heretofore been charged.

fwould next notice that unceafing Nander un.
laRly henpud upon the whole adminiftration of Mr,
Tefecfon. ‘I'hat his adminiftration has uniformly
{cen reprobated in all the newfpnpcra of the oppaos
fion, you aleeady well know, —That the reproneh
hs been very unjuft I have endeavared to how you
on former occaliona, It has been fhown from the
fifehaod of the accufntions, and from the great
profperity whichy under Guodl, hin crowned his ex.
ertions to promote the general welfare.—The bafe

nport of hin fending two millions ot dollars ava

wibute to Bonaparte, has been proved falte by une.
uivoeal teflimeny. 1t never win believed by ita
wthors j but their defigna were anfwered, tor they
aufed many a fimple, but hr'meﬂ: man, to believe
it. ‘The fame might be faid of the charge of French
infuence: It further proof were neceffary of the
impropricty and injuflice of the general reproach
ipon that adminifration, T am bold to fay that the
auithors of that reproach have virtually,but indireéls
lyacknowledged its injuftice:  They tell you that
Mr, Madifon has done well § that hin meadures are
corret ; that he is doing great things for his coun.
tey wheveot they are glad. They rejoice in his nee
cefMon to the ehair of ftater  And, (o be fure, 1 tell
ynthe fune things,  Tleve we find a very impor.
tm?& point in which we are all agread. But here
let e tell you that not a punétilio can be feledted
from the procecdings of M. Madifon, but what is
friét purfait of the vfem adopted by M Jefter.
fon. T'o Mr. Madifon was made the offer of a
fettlement of our differences with Bogland, but the
miniter who made that offer, Mr., Yrikine, exprefi
Iy fays that it was made in confuquence of the non-
tercourfe law, which was enadted while My Job
ferfon was fn office s And Meo Madifon in his mofs
fge to Congrefy, in fpenking of this happy iffue of
our public affuire, exprefyly fays, ¢ hecin do no

Ifo than refir to the propufii heretofore (meaning

It Augufl) made by the United States, for a ke
veltaratlon of onr fufpended commeree, asa prouf
of the {plrit of accommodation which has at no
thne been intevmitted,”  He alth, ke his worthy
predecefion, recommendn fueh laws as \ protedt
and fofter mumgfaétur:'u. Ify then, the é‘!“mlnim':h
tion of M Jetterton went upan the fime P ineiply
au that of Meo Madifan, the point v clear that the
kte encomiumi upon the latter are vi tually nn e

nowled jemant of the injultice of their veproached
upen the former, '

After the nftair of the Chefapeake wan a littiv o.
ver, the wiitem in the newlpipers of the appoll.
tion were full in their juttification of that wanten
cruelty and murder, "Thelr arpuments upon that
fubject would even caufe an Englithman to blufh.
The Britifh government, among all their backward .
netw to repuir that injury, have never pretended to
Jultity it Yet many of anr own citinens have
dune much to render it unpopular fir our Govern.
ment to demand a reparation. 1'hey have done
much to convinee the Dritith CGovernment that
they need not make fueh reparation.  Judge yen
how far this comports with the nation of juttice to
our Government,

‘The fume fet of men, with equal impropriety,
have urged upan our citizens the beliel that the fuls
Eunlmn of our commeras and our confequent eme
barraflinents, were all to be attributed, not to the
m‘)uﬂwe of l‘u‘relgn nationg, but to the mitcondudt
ol M Jelferton, and our national Legiflnture, Tor
proof that they ace wrong in this, 1 refer yon to
what was addrefled to you upon that fulject a
year ago 3 and will only add, that all our late come
munications with Irance and England, and all the
information from thofe countrics, tend to prove
that the embargo was a wite, a prudent and a. new
cefTary mealure for our Goverament to ward oft®
the injuttice contemplated by thofe powery: s As
a prool of the injurious operation upon one govern-
ment of this mifcondudt of onr citizens, by encouras
ging Great Britain to continue her orders in Couna
cily 1 will refer you to the fpeeches of Gremille,
Whitbread, and Tierncy, in the Britith Parliament,
‘They fhow conclufively that the miniftevial purty
there have pliced their flrongeft hopes upon ouy
diviions herey and the probable ficeefy of the fed.
cral pacty in our late elections, as favorible to their
views of vendering ws apin colonialy or at leale
tributary 3 and that they prolonged their injulice
to give tull feope to the power of oppalition exei-
cifed by our own cltizens againf owr governments
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Wit Adu¥ gan pofMbly: he flamted for thofe of
our ¢ltizenn who thus have demeaned themislves ?
Tt the errars of youth be forgotten § let the mana
tle af charity eover the finn of the aged penitent,
It never ggain put confidence inthofe men who
have perfeveringly led on the infuftice and the ap.
pofition which huave put in jeapardy the indepens

denne of our country ¢ yet fall not cordially to

Cembraee the mun who frankly owne that he ha
heen cleevived by defigning men, & whoe now come
freely to the help of the Lovd againft the mighty,

. We ought here to remember, that the difippoints

meht of Hamilton, Pickering and others, their aflos
- wintesy in carrying into eftu(t thelr defigne upon our

Lberty, which were thwarted by the acceflion of
Mo, Jy :ATerfon to the chair of late, has int}irated
thin huge mafs of abufe and appofition, which, tor
theft muny years, have kept our villages and our
whole country in an vprvars  The leaders in that
abufe and oppofition feam to poflely the moft fore
- tile ingenuity for invention. hen one pretext for
Jeading the populney falls them by & deteetion of
Chwfalfehood, they have anather at thelr command.
'Thus they exhibit a fuceeffion of novel inventions,
hy each of whieh in itwturn, they play upon the pal
flons and allure the attention of the people.  But,
Ny their Jaft refort, I conjedture their refources are

1 ubout to fall them ¢ for, of all the bafe ingratitude,

md all - the lelf contradi@ing preténces that were
- eyer beheld by the univerfe, the moft mulignant e
their arrogance upon the fubjedt of our late negos
ciations with England,  After they have ftrenuoul
ly oppoitd every menfure projected or adopted by
povernment, curing the Inte critical emergency ;
iafler they have encouraged foreign powers to bes
leve that our internal oppofition would wholly de.
teat thofe meafures 3 after they have in many ways
rmmpted our citizens to a breach of the cmbargo
awe 3 after they have violently oppofed the nonsins
terourie law, the very menafure which Mr, Erfkine
tella wy praduced from Great Britain the offered
fetthomient 3 after all this, they would have the peo-
P‘le believe that they deferve all the merit of the
happy relult of thofe neprociations,  But, I forbear,
el Josve them to poiluly that (lent contempt which
cannet fail to be thuwered upon them by a virtuous
people,

Now, fellow cltizenny after all thefe improprie.
tleny with many others, pradlifed to the Injury of
povermrcnty in order te reltore that mutiid confia
dence among the diftrad members of the comuiue

|
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nityy which alnne ean he pradudtivé of foelal hap, g
mong, thale who hiwve ndvocated and peactitid (hiy, 5
injuvlous conduét ought publicly to vetradt thelp. R
errora, publicly to condemn tueh injurious procoede. AN
ings, and- thereby furnifh forne pledge againft ¢heip %
repetition,  And 1Fmen who expret a wifl to.bye,
vy all politieal animofities, and walk.in harmony N
with ug in the affiirs of government, if thefy men 4l

ftill perfevere in julifying thofe injurious proceed. W
inga'which have lung threatened the Independence
of our-nation, we aught to conlider their profefiions
af harmaony to be but the Syren fong, to.decoy our
attention trom the care of our ficred libertiey.
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- Let ua dwell a moment tipon the pleafing feene of: |- §
A great majority in all the departments of our gove i
ernment, fteming the torrent of oppofition, and nave ' @
Jgating our nutional fhip againll wind and tide, a= 4]
mongft rocks and whivipooly, yet with fafety, teis
defired haven, We greet, with joy, the lately in. / 9%
tevrupted, but again renewed, profpects of the vels Wi
toration of our commerce, upun terms confiflent Al
with the independence and the haner of our'nation, #8
While the great and vival powers of Eurnpeare. .
jealous of our influence in their perpetual wars, let v;‘
wh carefully avoid anyy the moft minute interference, 2
with either j and vigoroufly proteét our rights of il
neutrality,  "I'hen the interefts of America, in the A3
exercife of the carrying trade, will .even profit by Ak
the difafters in Europe. Lot all the people of A« g8
mevicay in this and every age, refpedt our nationpl A
fcwcruignrr y let them venerate our facred rights and .
liburtien  let thefe be guarded and protedted bya, U ¢
ftrid adlierence to the' principles and duties now' G
delineated ¢ C

'Then fhall we walk ns brothers, hund in hand  *

Supporting every deureft right ; and bloffings

Mure than morl finll defeend wnd crown o

'I'he labor of our handay then fhall the tree of Uberty, . it

That tree which our forctathers rear'd ‘o Vi

In fale Columbia's fofl § which colt

I'he rlehelt blood thut all our Tund conld boaft,
Which fpreads Its branches forth and enfts : L
‘I'he heuvenly thade of pecice, and ok the ftranger boms Uik
I'o fhare the plenty of ita frults § then L
Shull thut trae flourith In Immorta] bluom
Until v the fun grows dim with age
And nuture finks in yeoars,"” "
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