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Y
At WooDsST0CK, South Paryfh, Fuly 4th, A. D. 18¢6.
AFTER dinner, voted unanimoufly that we return our thanks
20 the ORATOR OF THE DAY for bis Oration now delivercd,
and requef? a copy theveof for the prefs.
ATTEST.  WILLIAM STRONG, One of the Com-

witiee of Arrangemert.

IN compliance with the above requef? the following [bects are
Jubrsitted 1o the infpection of a candid world.  If they contain
any ideas calculated to inflru@ the uninformed, or fimulat: the
svifey in the duties of political lif>, they cught nat to be iepreffed :
andy in thisy there is full confidence in the opinion of thofe who
Leard for themfelves and made faid requefl.

| THE AUTHOR.
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FriENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS!

WE arc now affembled to commemorate the
birth of our nation, and the birth of that liberty which con-
ftitutes the happineis and the glory of our nation. When-
ever the revolving fun brings on the ‘.‘;‘ui rcious day, we are
animated at the recolleCtion of that great event. That ardor
for liberty, by which our forefathers were impelled to leap
from the bonds of colonial flavery, feems rekindled in our
breafts ; and we are elevated above the common concerns of |
life, to contemplate the political fituation and profperity of
our country. And, while we acknowledge, with humility,
the divine government of the univerfe, yet we trace, in the |
altions of men, iue caufes of events great and important, to
nations as well as ingividuals. |

We look back 10 the day when our land was a howling
wildernefs and ti.e haun: of Savages: When, upon it, civiliza-
tion aad rever fmiied, che fun of {cience had never -i{en. the
light of Revelation had never fhown : When its vencrable
forefts, blooming with vegitation, and towering to the douds
in height, praclaimed the foil rich and. fertile :
plains and mountains, fireams and rivess, ia rich varieties,
pronounced it meet for the halitanion of man, and predicted
it the future refidence of a great and wealthy nation : When,
unfettered by the chuirs of Monarchy, it exhibited a ftriking

&t o

contraft to any region in the old world : When, on the 2
hand, it firongly invited the arts of civilized hie, and prom-
ifcd great rewards to the labors of the hufbandman, and the
undifturbed fweets of retirement and religion ; and on the
other, it exhibited all the terrors of favage barbarity. At
this period, we view our forefathers, opprefled in the old
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world by the hard hand of tyranny, daring to fzck an afylum
I thefe wilds of the weft. We trace them bidding adicu to
the thores of their native country ; launching upon the broad
ocean ; landing upon the American Canaan ; and there, to
enjoy the rights of Freemen and the religion of their choice,
encountering all the difficulties and the dangers, which the
human mind can conceive, or which language can paint. The
hardfhip and labor neceflary to commence the fettlement of
an uncultivated land were among the leaft of their caiamitics.
Difeafe was their conftant attendant : Deftrution from Sava-
ges perpetually hovered around them. Notwithftandiag thefe
obftrultions they grew in numbers, in wealth, and in refpe&-
ability, till they attralted the notice and even the envy of the
pewers of Europe. ¥rom the jarring claims of thefe pow-
- -ers they experienced additional evils. Upon their fhoulders,
in 2 great degree, refted the burden of the war, carried on up-
on this Continent, between the kingdoms of France and Eng-
land : At the expiration of which war the thirteen States
were the acknowledged Colonics of Great Britain. With re-
gard to each other, thcy were feparate States ; but, with re-
gard to their mother country, they were dependent colonies.
Until this time each State exercifed, independently, the power
of taxing its own inhabitants : And that power was {o gen-
eroufly exercifed by the State Legiflatures, and patiently fub-
mitted to by the people, as amply to meet the claims of the
public. Thus the inhbitants of thefe States were educated,
in fome degree, in the habits of felf government. Their
fouls, expanded by inhaling the fwects of freedom, afpired
to independence ; yet they calmly fubmitted to bc dependent,
.claiming in return the parcntal care and protection of their
mother ccuntry.  So long as they reccived and enjoyed this
care and proteCtion, with thofe rights and privileges which
defcended from their fathers, their fubmiflion was the dictate
of reafon and gratitude. But, their confidence in their own
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right to freedom and independence, their growth in numbere,
and their increaic of {cience, very il pr:"n red them o argui-
efce in a refiraint of thofe rights, or i the diminuion of

tlat care and proteltion.

At this crifis, the Parliament of Englaad, envying the
wealth. and happinefs, and jealous of the growing power of
her American Colonies, and equally regardicfs of the princi-
ples of juftice and of found policy, not ozly impofed man
reftraints upon their commerce, but ufurped the right of fu 5-
jeting them to taxation at her own w1’ o, d pleafure.  Thetr
enjoying no feat in her councils, no part i her debatcs, and
no vote in her decifions, afforded no argui.ent of fufficient
weight to prevent this ufurpation. The wo'l known ftamp
att, in point ¢f confequence, led the train of odious revenue
laws impofed vpon thefe States, without their confent and a-
gainft their will. From the pafling of this a& our Indepena
dence may be faid to be in embryo, until it was publicly ai-
fumed on the day we now commemorate.  The chains of
flavery, which before were twining round the Colonies, but
were not. intolerable, were now perceived in all their galling
features. They were now felt and realized, not as a burdca
which couid not be borne, but, as 2 burden impofed in viola-
tion of every principle of right and juftice ; and, as fuch,
one that would not be borne. Here the virtue and patriotifm
of the inhabitants thown confpicuous in all their native dig-
nity. They fpurned indignant at the tax impofcd, not by rea-
for of its greatnefs merely, but of its injuftice. Nay, fo at-
tached were they to harmony and reguiar government, they
would have borne this burden had it ftoud unconneted with
otherevils. DBut they faw the flood gates open, and predit-
ed a torrent of oppreflion {Gon to be poured down upon them.
This prediction they faw verificd in thofe ftatutes of the Par-
liam-at cf England, difunnulling the charter of Madachufetts,




( 6 )

and taking from its inhabitants every veftige of the right of
f&f government 3 and tranfporting to Engl.ad, for triil, per-
fors charged with fuppefed erimes.  The fun of liberty,
which for ages had faintly beanied on their then devoted
country, they faw go down, to rife no more, till fome bold
eifort of human firength and genius, aided by the power of
God, {hould burft afunder the chains of flavery already too
firongly riveted. They earncftly folicited redrefs for their
grievances without recourfe to arms. By petitions preferred
to the King and Parliament of Great Britain, they fet forth
their degraded fituation and their depreffing burdens, in that
pathetic language which the patriotifin of the times infpired :
they urged their claim for redrefs “vith that cogent reafoning
which had for its bafis the principles of humanity and of juf-
tice. But ncither the ardor of prayer nor the force of rea-
foning nor perfuafion could avail them. An armed power
was fent to compel their obedience to the arbitrary laws which
were daily multiplied upon them.

Thus deprefied by tyranny, yet fupported by virtue and
confcious redtitude ; difcouraged by the magnitude of the af-
farling power, yet emboldened by their confidence in the
fmiles of heaven upon the defence of their injured rights ;
deftitute of arm- and ammunition, but ftrongly armed with
patriotifm ; they engaged in the uaequal conteft. That flame
for liberty, firft kindled in Malichufetts, had now expanded
and fhed its heavenly influence: upon the feveral States.  The
relation of ail thefe States to their mother country was fimi-
lar : the liability of all to the fame aggreflions was equal :
hence arofe a common intereft, which, upon the firft onfet of
‘aftual hoftility, occafioned them all to act in concert for the
defence of thcir common country. Strengthened by their
union, the Continental Congrefs their Council, and the brave
Waflington their leader, they nobly refifted thote attacks



( 7 )

wiich ained deftruftion at the lives and property of thicw

citizens.

Wher th- day arrlnd, that ever memoradle dav, marke
ed by-hiftorians an 1 the world os the birth Jdav of our Indea
pendence, the memers cf thor Corgrels were aflemblcd to
confult and aét for their common welfure, and to remove, if
pofiible, the vial of Britith wrath which was daily poured
cut upon the m. Thus afizmbled, they 7 beheld themfelves the
regrefentatives of a pcople; fpread over an extenfive and fer-

“tile country : a people, fcw in numbers, but wife and virtu-

us, bold and perfevering 5 firmly attached to their interefls
and coanections ; and ncrved with fortitude and refolution a-

goinfi the torrent of impending evils. They faw an ardent

defire for liberty glow in the breafts of thzir countrynen,
which was ready to burft forth, through the volitical darknef(s
that overfhadowed them, to the, bright {unihine of freedom.
With this profpe&t around them, and preferring death to

~ flavery, they, for themiclves and their conftituents, in im-

| A

prefiive l:mguage, told the world, 7e are, aie g righi ought
to bey, and we will bey fiee and independcit,

At this interefting epoch, the tree of liberty, asif obedi-
ent to the moit ianguine withes of Americans, fprang up in
its own native foil : in ti:is our happy land.” Amid the florms
of war it grew and flourifhed, extending its meliifluous
branches, to animate every virtuous heart, and invi gorate eve-
ry patrictic nerve, in its cultivation and fupport. - Charmed
with the fight and zealous for the acquifition and enjoyment
of their beloved obje, thofe heroic fons of liberty, thofe

‘patrons of our national dignity and happinefs, who a&ed

parts in that interefting tragedy, difdained all confiderations
of private intereft. Their whole fouls were abforbed-in the
vaft concerns of the public. - Private property was with them
119 object, while there ftood a power on earth contending for

.
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the right to take it from them. If, therefore, it was facrificed
by their rapacious foes, it was to them a fource of but little
Jamentation. If 1t added to‘tl.‘e relief of thuir perithing ar-
mies, it gave them real fatisfaction.

Thoufands, who went not to the field of battle, nobly
aftzd very important parts upou that grand theatre of nation.
al birth : but thofe who, leaving their families and connec- -
tions, put their livesin jeopardy to front the eremies of free-
aom, ated a more confpicuous part. Through what fcenes
of difiiculty and danger paficd the great Wathington ! Pla-
ced at the head of anarmy, without difcipline 5 raifed but for
fhort periods ; moftly recruited from the undifciplined mili-
tia 3 ever changing through want of permanency in our in-
fant {yftem of war preparations ; frequently driven to the
~orders of death, by the want of clothing and provifions ;
-»ith no ftimulous to action but their zeal for the caufe in
i«nich they had embarked : and often yielding to the over-
nzaring menaces of adverfity ; to keep this army united, to
jupport their courage, and regulate their condult, he was
driven to all the expedients which his unrivailed wifdom
could invent. At times, even all his patriotic lcflons, and his
rnilitary mandates, enforced by his prefence and example,
were inadequate to the object. Contending againft a numer-
ous ard well regulated army, fuperior to his own in all things
but patriotifm and virtue, how often did he avoid deftruc-
tion, nay, even gain a viGtory, by avoiding battle | How of-
ten did he rufh in perfon to the unpropiticus battle, and. by
his prefence, animate his troops to certain conqueft ! By
whatever difficulties and dangers furrounded, he was ever
calm and courageous. To whatever duties invited, he difchar-
ged them with zeal and fidelity. Thus, by his wifdom and
perfeverance, his zeal and patriotifin, the Americans were con-
ducted through the uawelcome fcenes of a bloody war 5 were
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placed in full pofledion of their long fought liberty ; ahd
gained a refpeCtable rank among the nations of the earth.

This eftablithment of our indepcndcncc was pregnant
with happy confequences tc the human race.  Until then the
naval power of Great Britain had laid fiege to the ocean, and
claiinzd fubmiffion from every nation on earth. Power and
right had become with the Britons fynonymous terms : and
the peaceful commerce of every neutral nation, within their
grafp, became the- facrifice of their fuperior power. But,
when France had formed an alliance with the contending col-
onies of America, and Spain and Holland were indirectly
aiding their enterprize, and thus became virtually at war with
Great Britain, the Emprefs of Ruflia improved the aufpic-
jous mom-nt in forming, with the nations around her, that
armed neutrality, which oppofed a formidable barrier to the
naval depredations of ‘England.

In contemplating the condition of our forefathers, thus
emancipated from the Britith yoke, what, let me afk, 1s that
liberty for which they io bravely fought and nobly conquer-
ed ? Ts it a mere phantom ? Is it like a dream which is gone
when aman awakes ? No, Fellow Citizens. It is that great
reality, that boon from heaven to men, which, in all“their
political interefts and conneltioas, raifes them above the brute
creation. It is that power of reafon and information which
recders them capable of felf government. It is that ftimu-
lous which leads them to contemplate .things noble and di-
vine, and perform what is worthy of their natures. It is
that detefter of anarchy and confufion which cheerfully fub-
mits to every fyftem of laws in which juftice and wifdom are
confpicuous. It is that monitor wiiich forbids the pafling of
any law which will not communicate equal rights to all the
citizens of the State or nation. It is that {ceptre of juftice

B
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which condemns and abolithes all flavery. It is ihat conquer-
or which extirpates all tyranny from its domains. In fine, it
is the fource of patrioti{m, the patron of virtue and the nurfe
of fcience. O, Liberfy ! thou brighteft gem of earthly blef-
fings | May thy charms’ allure 2ll nations to thy embrace !
May every heart rejoice in that exalted bufs by thee aione
confzrred on man !

This, Fellow Citizens, this liberty is the baiis of our Fed-
eral Conftitution. That cortlitation is the guardian of our
rights and privileges. It is the produltion of the united wif-
dom, knowledge, experience and virtue, of thofe patriots,
who never would et a feal to the {lavery of their country.
It was formed at a time when the flame of fiberty il burn-
ed ; when a fenfe of our weaknefs, in a divided fituation, .
called for 2 permanent union of the States ; and when a thirft
for arbitrary pewer, unfriendly to the peace of nations, was -
fcarcely iclt in our land. It received its fantion from the,,
united voice of the people, who, jealous of thair 1i’:>srtic:s,fL
retained, in their own hands, the powers of government. It
contains thofe fundamental principles by which they are wii-
ling to be governed, and regulates thofe tenurzs by which
all offices muft be holden. It guarantees the equal rights of
all men, in matters temporal and religious. It fays, to the
national ‘legiflature, hitherto fhalt thou come, but no fur-
ther. It difcards the government cof ‘arbitrary raen, and in-
ftitutes a government of laws, It contains no provifion in-
compatible with that original fentiment of liberty which call-
ed, from our late dependent colonies, this independent na-
tion. This national compa&, this guardian'of' our liberties,
perhaps in other refpects defective, yet is rendered perfect by
the provifion it contains for the amendment of its own er--
rors. This provifion is in the power of the people, to be ex-
-ercifed by legiflators of their own appointment : and is fo
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plai and fo guarded, that it precludes all danger of »bafe,
while there remains the leaft virtue in the people. Should
the man of ambition 2t any time become the man of power;
flicitid he attempt to lay proftrate the liberties of his coun-
try ; thould he even dupe the legifiature of his own State 0
fofter his iniquity, by propofing an zmendment of our con-
flitution ; all this would avail him nothing without the con-
currence of the legifljtures of three fovrths of the States in
the union. Should he even obtain all this, iwo thirds of the
members of Congrefs, who are chofin of the people, maift
alfo concyr, before our liberties would become extin&t. Let
us reverfe the fcene. Should this ambitious man firft attack
the virtae of the national legiflature ; thould he fucceed with
them to the utmoft of his withes, our liberties would flill re-
main tili che legifhtures of three fourths of the States con-
cur in their abolition. But, fthould liberty for a while lofe
its advocates, and an amendment of the conftitution, in ei-
ther of thefe ways, take effe@, againft thc fentiments and
the will of the people, very foon would the day return,
when, by eleCting into their State and national legiflatures
men of patriotifin and virtue, and men attacbed to their inter-
efts, they would refitore, to their conﬁitﬁtien, its primitive
reftitude, and, to themfelves, theic violated rights. Hence,
the prefervation and fafety of our cenftitution depend folely
on the attention, the firmnefs and virtue, of the very people
whofe intereft nerves them in its fupport.

If, then, our cosftitution be the guardian of our rights
and privileges ; if it be fafe in the hands of its progenitors ;
if it be good and perfelt in difpenfing equal rights to all our
citizens, whence can arife any obftrution to the prevalence of
juftice, peace, harmony and benevolence ¢ Whence any ob-
ftruction to the enjoyment ~f all thofe bleffings, which ren-
der focial life defirable and happy ? Whence, but from among
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ourfelves ? Were our government that of men, we might well
fear that the exercife of power would rende: it too famiiiar
even to the breaft of a we!l tricd patriot. Werz the appoint-
ments, in the beltowment of our Executive, fo reaulated o3
to creatz an intercit couster to that of the people ; and were
the emoiuments of thofe appointmeats of fufiici#nt magni-
tude to aflul the virie of men in office (as is the cafe in Eng-
tand and other ftill core defpotic countries) we might well
fear that, by the combination of intereft, ambition and court
inﬂuenég:, our liberties would be attacked, and laid proftrate

at the wil! of adefpot.

But the cafe with us is quite the reverfe of this : our gov-
ernment is a government of laws ; and our rulers, if :i.ey
may be called fuch, are but the fervants of the public, to -
ry into effect the conftitution ard laws by the people efi.o-
lithed. They a'l receive their appointments, not frcm a d:i-
pot, whofe interefts they might ferve, but dirc&ly or indirect-
ly from the fuffrages of the people. They hold their cffices
but for fhort periods. Hence, were thofe offices lucrative,
the intereils of thoie who hold them would ever be attached
to the rights and liberties of the people : and sa the obferv-
ance of thofe rights and liberties would wholly depend the
returning fuffrages of the peaple. But, did the offices in the
appointment of our Executive in fa@ create an intereft coun-
ter to that of the people, yet the emoluments are tco fmall to
influenice a man poflefled of the leaft fpark of virtue. This
check upon the rulers, in the hands of the people, createsa
formidable barrier againft tryanny, and is like a flaming {fword
in all dire&ions guarding the tree of liberty.

Thus, Fellow Citizens, poffefled of all the powers of ga-
vernment, to be by us exercifed at certain and conftitutional
periods, whence, again let me aflz, have we ought to fear,
but from among ourfelves ? furely no where. And what fhall
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we fear among ourfelves ? Our inatrention, furely, to the
cultivation of virtue and the increafe of knowledge 5 and our
nzgledt of thofe important trufis repofed in us by our confti-
tutica.  From thefe refult temporary evils which may become
ferious beicre the period of conftitutional redrefs fhail return.
But, permit me tn dweli minutely on this pleafing theme, tii
our duty, as citizens and as freemen, becomes fo interefting,
{o plain, and fo animating, that w2 cannot faii tc perferm it.

And here let me obferve that the worft government on
earth, adminiftered by virtuous, patrictic and difcerning men,
may bccome tolerable : while the beft governmznt, adanii-
tercd by men deftitute of thofe gapisisle qualifications, be-
comes intolerable. ' This obfervaticn pcints, on the one hand,
to the ark of our fafety, and, on the other, to the gulf where
our danger lies. Safe and happifying as our government now
-15, fhould there once be elevated to office men who fpurn at
the reftraint of laws and conftitutions ; who defpife the fov-
ereignty of the people, and create dependencies for their own
{fupport in pawer, there would foon be forged, for our coun-
trymen, thofe chains, from which they could never be loof-
ed, without the boldeft effort of their genius and patriotifin.
Hence we perceive, that, notwijthftanding the wifdom dif
played in framing our conftitution, and thofe poweriul
checks to ufurpation there eftablithed, the uninterrupted
courfe of our libergies and equal rights feems fufpended on
the narrow pivot of eletions into office. ‘This important
branch of our adminiftration is exercifed dire&tly or indirect-
ly by the people at large : yet fo ﬁmpic and fo frequent be
our eleCtions that we are apt to lofe fight of their importance.
Did we bu: keep in view their importance, when invited by
the m{htutlons of our country, we fhou'd ncver fail to be
prefent 5 we fhould always give our Juffrages. When we
~vote for our reprefentative to Congrefs, we virtually vote for
or againft thofe meafurcs in which he may adt a part. Nay

il

-
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further, we may be voting for or acainft an amendment of
our conflitution. At {tated periods, when we vote for the
reprefzntatives of vur r«{petive towns, we virtually, but indi-
redly, vote for a Picfident of the United States, and confe-
quently for thofe appomntments by him afterwards made.
"Too fimilar to this to nced defcription, is our influence upon
the choice of Senators to Congrefs, and the appcintment of
211 our State officers. How manifeft, then, is our duty, not
only to attend and vote at thofe cleChoas within our refpedt-
jve circles, but fo to inform ourfelves, that we may be able to
a&t judicioufly. 'We ought ever, in cur free government, to
are of wolves in theep’s clything. Many fay untc us, lo !
here, znd lo ! there, but, adhering to our conftitution as a-
pole fiar, we will not go after them. Let us mark thofe men
who profefs virtue and correct principles, and whofe whole
life 2nd condu@ is the direCt image and fuperfcription of their
profeflions ; let us mark thofe and thofe only as worthy of
our confidence. Let us, by our precept and example, by
our diligence, care and perfeverarnce, fo cultivate the princi-
ples of fcience and virtue, and fo diffeminate the knowledge
of cu* own fyftem of government, among the rifing genera-
tion, that, when they fhall mount the grand theatre of life,
they will fhine like ftars in the firmament. While we are
firm in the obfervance of thefe duties, we may remain confi-
dent in the pofiefiion and continuance of our rights and lib-
ertics.

But, fhould we at any time, be fo mifled by the influ-
ence of intrigue and hypocrify as to miftake the quzlifica-
tions of men we ¢levate to office, and find our rights and
liberties thereby threatened, let us not defpair of a recovery ;
but apply the firft conftitutional balm to the wounds which
may happen. Let us derive encouragement from the leflon
taught by our own expericace. Qnce have we feen a train of




( 15 )
internal taxes, an odious ftamp a&, a dirc& tax, and a fiard-
ing army eftzbli‘hed among us in 2 timc of paace. Thefe fixp-
ports of Royalty, thefe deftrovers of liserty, ocecafioned thou-
fands of officers fpread over our land, who were {5 many de-
pendents upon high< powers, giving energy to a court iufu-
ence, which aimed daggers at the libertics of our country.
We have feenthe good feafe of the people alarmed at thefe
rapid ftrides towards monarchy. W¢ have feen the energies
of our country awake, and, in a confiitutional manner, pro-
duce a change in the Executive : a change which brought
with it an Adminifiration confermed to the principles of cur
conftitution and the genius of the mation.” That Adminiftra-
tion has relieved the peoplefrom many unneceffary burdens,
by abolithing a train of ufelefs offices, and of grievous taxes
by thofe offices alone rendered negeffary. In the continuance
of this Admiriftration, our rights andliberties remain fecure
agaiaft the intrigues of faltion and demands of ufurpation.
And, though we muft lament the lawlefs fpirit of Dritifh {aie
lors imprefling our fecamen on board their fhips, and drop a
fympathetic tear to the memory of the unfortunaie Pierce,
whofe life bccame a facrifice to their zeal for depredation ;
andithough we view the unwarrantable conduct of the Span-
iards invading our right of territory’; and all inviting us to a
war with foreign powers ; yet we muft rejoice in that pacific
difpofition of our government, and firm refolution for the
redrefs of grievances, which have effefted the emancipation
of our imprefled feamen, and which will probably effect a re-
conciliation of our national difputes, and procurs a compen.
fation for injurics icceived.
-

I aitning at a right diftharge of the duties we owe tg
ourfelves and the public, we wught, on the one hand, to look
with a jealous, though candid, eye upon the official condud
of our rulers ; and, on the other, to cover, wiih the mantle
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of charity, thofc miftzkes and thofe errors, which, for onght
that appears, may be errors, not of the heart, but of the
judzment.  We ought carefully to ferutinize their oificial
condudt, not that we may mifreprefent or defamc it 3 pot that
we may render them, theit adminiftration, and our whole
government dlireputable ;5 but that we may judge of it cor-
reiiy, and reprefent it truly : that we may take proper and
friendly meafures to correc"c fuch errors as may be apparent,
and dire&t with fkill "nd propriety our future fuffrages. We
ought ever to aid, and not perplex, the adminitration of our
government. Good men and able politicians, with a flood of
oppofition and wmultitudes watching for their halting, may
fucceed but poorly 1n their adminiftration : while men of i=fs
wifdom, lefs knowledge, and even lefs integrity, receiving
aid and encouragement from every clafs of ritizens, may ad-
minifter the government to general fatisfation. The office
of Prefident of the United States is a great and important
office. Arduous and perplexing are the various duties therc-
to annexed. A man, to perform thofe duties, muft thor-
oughly underftand, and carefully watch, the various interefts
of our country, and all our connections with foreign nations.
He muft krow and adhere to our conftitution and laws, as
the pole ftarof his conduét. He muft make appointments to
offices of immenfe public confequence, without the poffibili-
ty of acgniring a perfonal knowledge of the integrity or tal-
ents of the men to be appointed. Who, in this fituation,
can exhibit fuch a perfe@ walk, as to efcape the cenfure of
thofe who watch for the purpofe of condemning ? Who ia
this fituation but needs the prayers, the friendihip, the aid
and afiftance of every citizen ?

Tromas JEFFERsON, our worthy Chicf Magiftrate, cloth-
ed with wifdom, prudence and magnanimity, and confcious
of the approbation of a great majority of the people, pur-
fues his ftcady courfe. He is harfhly reviled by fome, yet be
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revileth not again.  Firly attached to our rights and libor. .

tics, he is inde."«tigéble in the invcftigation, eftablifhment
and promotion (f the beft interefts of cur country. His ad-
miniftration hitherto fucceeds profpercufly.  We are now in

the quiet pofleflion of that liberty, for which our fathers have
feught, bled and conquered. And for national eminence, as
~ well as national and individual happinefs, we are become the
envy of the whole earth. Let us then, with the joy which
this rehearfal excites in our breafts, {found through the world
this public teftimonial of our approbation of the well intend-
ed, and well concerted, meafures of our Adminiftration. Let
us, in this way, enconrage the heart and fireagthen the
hands, of our worthy Chief Magiftrate, that he may go on
in the ways of well doing, confcious that the laurels which

adorn his head will never fade till the annals of hiftory fhalt |

be no more.

But while we repeat our joy at the unparalleled pmf-
perity of our country, let us not forget to drop a tear of
fympathy over the remains of our worthy friend and cit-
izen, which await the lafi duty of mortals. Heavy, to us, is
the fhock of his death, and very deprefling to the }oys of
this day. While we regret the lofs, to our nzighborhood
and country, of his valuable life, may we be deeply imprefl-
ed with that folemnity which the fcene infpires. May we be
ever zealous to emulate his virtues : and above all, may we
be prepared to follow him to the bar of our God.*

Surrounded, Fellow Citizens, as we are, with all the blef-
fings which can flow from liberty, equality of right, and a
good government, can motives be wanting to excite in us a
zcalous perfeverance in thofe duties, which tend to increafe

* On the evening before the celebration, Capt. THOMAS KL~
L1s was brought a-lifelyfs corpfe to bis houje in this vicinity,
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thofe bleflings, and tranfimit.them to gencrations yet unborn !
If fo, let us for a moment contraft cur fituation with that of
the people of fome other countries.  Look among the nations
of Europe. There you find Kings and Emperors, Lords and

Nobles : but how did tliey become fuch ? Do thofe h'gh‘l

fourling titles denote any intrinfic merit or virtue ? Or were
they conferred by the fuffrages of a free people 2 No, Fel-
low Citizens, they are derived from birth, inheritance or for-
tuge. . What is the rule of right with thofe who govern ?
The inclination of their will and the extent of their power.

W’hﬂ are the people in thofe countries ? They are a fet of
| bemgs, fo depreficd with tyranny, and fo degraded with igno-
rance, that they tamely fubmit to thefe things ; thcy are a-
like deftitute of the qualifications and the power of govern-

ing others. Their happinefs confifts not {fo much in the con-

templation, of bleflings within their power, as of evils from
which they have narrowly efcaped.  But the Americans, by
the influence of {cience, and the genius and exercife of lib-
érfv, are clevated to more exalted fpheres. They all a&t their
pact in rollmg the wbecls of government ; and are happy Ta
delegating the powers they poflefs to fuch perfons as will e<-
ercife them for the intereft of the public. Again, thould we
neglect thofe dutics allotted us in the government of our
choice, that government would foon be Ioft to us and our pol-
terity. We, as a nauon, thould foon degenerate towards
that ftate of 1gnorance, which is the fupport of tyrannv and
the bane of human happinefs. Where would then be all the
boaft of American liberty ! What endlefs reproaches would
await us from our own confciences ! Here the day we cele-
brate calls back our recclletion to the fcenes of peril and
danger, which gave birth to the liberties of our country. Be.
hold the aged parents mourning the lofs of their darling fon,
cut down in the 'v‘i-gor of manhood, as he ftood in defence of
liberty | View the brother falling at his brother’s right hand !
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Heor the difconfolate widow tell her inquiring pratlings, that
their father is facrificed upon the altar of freedom ! Behold
the venerable fhades of WaRREN, MEerceER and MonrcoM-
ERY, and of that train of worthy herogs whofe blood was
fpilt on the field of battle ! Thefe ali witnefs the vaft expenfe
of our ficedom. May our tears, the tears of our country,
and cf pofterity, never ceafe to bedew the laurels of thofe
martyrs of liberty | And, when the fathers of any future gen-
eration, concerning our liberty, fhall, to their children, fay;
« This is the freedom which our forefathers purchafed with
their blood,” may the children, with truth and in joyful ac-
cents, refpond, ¢ This is the freedom which we now poflefs.”




AN ODE,

ON SCIENCE AND LIBERTY.

I
¢ HE morning fun f{lLiines from the eaft
And fpreads his glories to the weft ;
Al nations with his beams are bleft -
Where €’er his radient light appears ;
So fcience fpreads her lucid ray '
O’er lands that long in darknefs lay ;
She vifits fair Columbia, 4
" And fets her fons among the ftars.’
IL
Though favage tribes infeft her land,
Deftruction ruves on every hand ;
And terrors mighty to withftand
Upon her fhores are daily feen;
Yet ¢ freedom, her attendant, waits
" "f'o blefs the portals of her gates,
And crown the young and rifing States
With laurels of immortal’ green.

: ‘e
n.
Fair Freedom ! what though monarchs frown
And ftrive to cut hy glorics down ? 4

Thy feeds in weftern climes are fown,
_- And fprout and grow through every dearth ;
" Not'sll the rage which Britons bear
Shall check t\y growth that crowns the year,
Nor caufe thy valiant fons to fear
To fpread thy bleffings round the earth.



