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At a Meeting of the State Society of CrNcINNATI,
July 4th, 18c1,

RESOLYVED,

THAT the thanks of this Society be presented to
Wirriax Hunter, Esg. for the ORATION,
this Day delivered, on ke Anniversary of American Inde-

ndenee ; o that Col. Henry Sherburne, Col. Ephraim
owen, with the Seeretary, wait on Mr. Hunter, and

request bim 1o furnish the Socicty with a Copy for Publi-
§atien.

Extra&t from the Minutes :

ROBERT ROGERS, Serv.
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Firiow-CiTiZENS,

v b HEN, it is confidered, under what peculiar
tircumftances, I have been induced to accept, the fhare
affignell me, 1 the celebration of this day,—I hope and
1 believe, affe@ation will not be ilnputed to me.—When
I declare, I never rofe, in any affembly, with more un-
feigned difhdence and apprehenfive embarrafiment.—
The requett of the Society of the Cincinnati, came to
me, fo late, as to preclude any idea of formal or elabo-
rate preparation; but it came likewife recommended
by fuch marks of honorable confdence, accompanied by
fuch friendly promifes of indulgence for imperfetion,
and apology for error, and fo enforced by the peculiar
intereft, that {ociety have in the glory of this day—that
I felt myfelf obliged not to difobey fo urgent and fo re-
fpe&table an invitation.—1I feel too further encouraged,
when 1 recolle®, that I have to addrefs you, on a fubjet
on which refearch is not only unneceffary but ufelefs.
When I fpeak of the acquifition of our Independence,
of the charms of freedom, of the invaluable bleflings of
a Conftitution uniting liberty with order, of a wife ad-

miniftratien
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miniftration contriving good, and diffufing benefits—I
have but to utter, in the prompt and unpremediated lan-
guage of the moment, the inftinQive {entiments of my
own heart, the invincible opinions of my own under-
ftanding. And 1 fhall find thole feelings and opinions
accorded to by you with correfponding harmony, with
anticipated convition and zealous co-operation.

WE all know, this day is confecra:ed as the fabbath
of ircedom, the feflival of reafon, the jubilee of our in-
dependence; that it commemorates, one of the few re-
volutions, whofe objet was the univerfal good, in which
the prize obtained was as valuable as the blood that was
fhed, in which the chiefs were altuated by pure, and
difinterefted motives, and the people contended on found
and rational principles, for their legitimate rights and
inherited hiberties. In firiftnefs, perhaps it was no re-
volution.—It was a natural feparation, &ffeted in the
fullnefs of time, of the larger country, from the lefs.—
The child was of age, and chofe no longer to labsur un-
der the legal difabilities of infancy, much lefs under
harfh paren*al oppreflion, but determined to exercife
-the juft and legal perogatives of manhood.—At the pe-
riod, when our differences began, the ableft minifter the
~annals of any country can boaft, had taught Britain her
- ftrength, and made Europe tremble at it. Qur mother

-Country was then proud in glory, fluthed with con-
queft, and elate with the joys of fuccefsful power. But
her fituation was rather {plendid, than profperous, and
her vitories while they exhaufied her refources, had
ftimulated her avarice. The compa& with the Colo-
nies, was never accurately defined, and until this period
when 1t was conceived they might minifter to the ne-
ceflities of the Staie. their importance was never duly
» wprcmated ‘The right arrogated by Britain, ameunt-
- ed in fubfiance, to that of taking all our property with-

out our canfent. ‘The aflertion of this principle, even

before
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*

before it was accompanjed with an attempt to enforce
it, was fufficient to roufe the attention and refiftance of
this country.—This refiltance emanated from that un-
conquerable fpirit of freedom we had derived from our
anceltors.—The nurfe ofgreatthoughtsand magnanimous
intentions, a {pirit that ffimulated by a vir.uous jealoufy,
had enlarged and elevated our conceptians—and in the
language of Milton had, like tha influence of Heaven,
rarified and enlightened our minds.—We knew, we ad,
mired, we loved, the conftitution of our mother goun.
try, the principles of her common law, the eifential and
fundamental maxims of her libertics.—The fpiritexcited
bere was the fame that inthe previous century had there
oppofed loans, benevolences, and fhip-money, and as
Chatham has exprefled it, called all England on its legs,
and by the bill of rights vindicated the Britith conftitution,
Our revolution did not commence in a ftruggle to repel
an immediate aggrefion. We were not hurried intq re-_
fiftance by the fling of immediate oppreflion.—We antis
cipated;the evil, and judged of the preflure of the griev..
ance, by the badnefs of the principle.—And as it has
r been well {aid, we augured mis.government at a diftance.
~ —and {nufft the approach of tyranny in every tainted-
y gale. Wefoonperceived, that Great-Britajinwas eftran.
| ged from her naturai affeQions, and alienated from her
| moft endeared emotions, thatwith a boforn &° friendthip.
\{oured into unappeafable hatred, fhenolenger{miledupon
jus with parenta) fondnefs, but under the pretence of pro-
tetion, opprefled us with afliGtive exadtions,—We re-
fufed her {pecious bounties when fhe had infufed poifon
iato their fountajn. When fhe treated us with negleét
we.did not reproach her, when fhe governed us by af-
feGtion, we rejoiced in and acknpwledged her fuperin-
tending authority. But when fhe caufele{sly and cruelly
changed her condu&, withdrew her affections, infringed

Qur charters, and vielatsd the compa& of comnexion,,
we
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we withdrew our allegiance. It was long, however,
before we could expel from our bofoms our old attach-
ments—our honeft and hereditary prejudices.—We
lingered around the manfion of our fathers, we fled from
it with relu@ant difobedience.—We were no¢ impelled
by mere love of change . we were convinced that ne.
thing but the moft imperious neceflity could juftify re-
fiitance.—We fondly, varied, and renewed our attempts
at’ reconciliation.—We appealed to the juftice of the
parliamient, and invoked the mercy of the people.—We
queted their own laws ; we claimed the benefit of their
own conflitution.. We pathetically fupplicated the kin-
dred fpirit of Englifh liberty—the guardian of our mu.-
tual happinefs, and the impartial defender of our com-
mon caufe.—But, in Britith counfels, *madnefs ruled
the hour;” Englar;d' would have forced us to drink the
cup of humiliation’ to thé very dregs—and have com-
pelled us to unconditional fubmiflion.—But Americans;
taking counfe! from their courage, nobly refolved: to
ha.za.rd all—to feek freedom through years of toil, and
feas of blood. ~But, how was this revelution condufted X
compared to many which preceded, and one which has
followed it ;—it prcfented the calm and quiet of regu-
lated {ociety—it was ﬁngmar phenomenon, a civil
war waged with mxldncfs, a revolution conduted with
order. Thete have been tos many attempts of late, to
defend our revolution, upon wrong principles—to attri-
bute to its firft movers wrong motives, and to force a
ftrained analogy betw een our re‘valutzon,, and the F rench
subversion.

BuT in proportion as we are proud of the American
chara&er, we ought to refift this attempt, and repel this
Accufation.—We invented no new principles—¢ we
moved within definite limits for a definite obje&t.”—
Our right was groundcd on law, as to its exiftence not

denied by thc whole na,tlon agam& whom we contended .
| Anu
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And as to its correct application, acknowlelged by the
moft enlightened and refpe€table portion of that nation.
—It was law—in fupport of which its ableit pens and
moft eloquen-tor:gues had been exergifed, and its great-
eft fpirits had atted and fuffered. Our obje& was to
have the benefits of that acknowledged law.—Qur war
was' not one of ambiticn or aggrandizement. but of juf-
tice and neceflity.—We were cecoriomical cf blpod, and
condulted our unhappy but inevitable cantett, as rational
antl' accountable beings. Thofe wild, delufive, fafei-
natmg, but tantaflic theories of liberty and gquality, the
offspring of modern times were never adojted by us,
much lefs furioufly propagated.

Fuese principles, fo rapid in their movcmcn s, {o
tcrrrblc in their perverfion, fo fa;ally deftru@ive in their
confequences, were ill fuited to our notions of fafc. or-
dcrly and pr(.&ncable freedom.

NorwitHsTANDING it has been declared by thc auy-
thor of the Declaration of Independence, “ that all men
are created equal,” yet this to us, was not a dangerous
novelty, becaufe though badly exprcﬁéd it was rightly
underftood.
~ In the eye of municipal law equality is a facred prin-
ciple, which only tyranny aud injuftice will violate, it is
the ground-work of mutual fafety, and the bafis of all
judicial decifion. According to its precepts, opulence
can claim no preference, rank no pre-eminence.

But equality, in its new fenfe, as a political truth
difcovered by metaphyfical fubtilty, we never have here
acknowledged. However fpecious or even fublime in
theory, weknmow the impoffibility of alcertaining its limits,
and its confequent liability to abufe in prattice.* It

* For a copious illustration of this subject, and tbe source of these
reflections, the reader is referred to a work of superior merit, ¢ 4
prospect of the relations which subsist between the French Republic,
and the Helvetic Bedy,” written in French by a Swiss and a Repub-

I:can Colonel Weiss, mcmécr o/ tbe Ceuncil of Berne.
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Ir it be true, that all mankind are created equal—
and if it is a logical deduction from this pofition, that
every one is entitled to the fame rights—and if this
is adopted, as a univerfal maxim Why do the
Seuthern States, exclude from the exereife cf every
right their Negroes, forming the largeft portion of
their population 2——Why do we, in this State, infilt
on certain qualifications, to beftow the right of fuffrage 2
~—~Why do all the States, and all the world., exclude the
ether fex from all fhare in government? They are the
fairelt, the moft amiable, and in general not the leaft
intelligent part of mankind.——The truth is (whatever
may be pretended to the contrary) utility and expe.
diency are the only vital principles of good governmeat
—a flave, and thofe like flaves, who are extiremely de-
pendent, cxtremely ignorant, extremely mdngent and
fiercely barbarous, uorht to be excluded from all fhare
in govemmcnt —For a very contrary reafon, among
others, ought the fair-fex to be excluded ;—interefting,
faffmanng, with power to diret us at their will, and.
exercife a defpotic fway over our affeftions; once ad-
mitted, they could command every fuffrage, and engrofs
a complete monopoly of power.—The rife, and fa]l of
Empires, the fate of nations. would depend on the grace
of perfon, or the bzauty of features, on the luftre of an
eve, or the contour of a bofom.

Loox at nature, fhe no where prefents the image of
equality. Her operations and produions are infinitely
diverfified. Her ftupendous whole is bound together, by.
a concatenated f{eries of gradations and inequalities, as
with that

“ Golden, everlafting chain,
“ Whofe ftrong embrace, holds heaven, and earth, and main.”

Destroy thefe gradations and inequalities and you vi-
elatethe lav;, invert the plan, and annihilate the {yftem of,
nature.—And as it has been happily illuftrated. —Low-

¢r but the fummits of the mountains and level the furface
of
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of the earth, and from that moment there will be no lon.
ger vallies or rivers, circulation or vegetation, there can
remain no medium either an univerfal aridity or one
general inuudation will prevail. In none of her produc-
tions is nature more divesfified and unequal than in that
of man.—Shall we compare the trifler or if you pleafe the
man of ordinary talents who gazes at the dafhing of the
waves, or amufes him{felf with the beauty and variety of
the fhells on the there, to NewTox who comprehending
the caufe of that immenfely {ublime obje@ the occean
that lay before them, revolves in his mighty mind the
theory of tides and the powers of attraltion—and is led by
the contemplation of ** Natures worksup to NaturesGod.”

In the moral world, let but the fcythe of equality, mwow
down to one level, all the gradations: and elevations of
fociety, what a dull and uninterefling flat, would prefent
ifelf.—With notbing, above him, to what could man af-
pire ?  Where would be aftivity and indufiry ? Where

_the fpirit of emulation? Where the proud diftin&ions

of virtue? The generous remunerations of merit 2—I
dwell the longer, on this chimerical notion, for though

the illuftration of its formidable confequences is obvious,

and its refutation is eafy—yet propagated, by fe&s and
philolophifts, with infidious induitry, and decorated with
the {plendid colours of eloquence—it has in reality been
the cau’e of the delufion of thoufands, of the murder and
miferiesof millions. Vaguely defined, erroneoufly under-
{tood, the multitude have deemed it, a certificate of right,
permitting them to feize by violence, all that the wildom
oi States bhad hitherto withheld, a paflport authorizing
plunder and defiru@ion.— It has begotten a flate of war-
fare, of the poor againft the rich ;—of the citizens, againft
thofe whom they have appointed te reprefent and con-
troul them.—It infallibly weakens {fubordination, infrin.
ges order; vioiates peace, endangers fecurity, difturbs

property, and annihilates all the fources of public prof-
perity and harraony. I
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Ix ourrevolution, we tontemded nct “for an abftra®®
and metaphyiicial liberty founded on this cquality for
lke other mere abftrattions, weknew it was not to be
feand.—We did net with the ax of a vandal, level in a
rhoment, what tafte, induftry and refinement had been
ages in erelting.—Unlike, the revolutionifts in France,
the rights of man did not conflitute with us, a plea, for
the deftru@ion of the rights of citizens.—\We did not vie
the fovereignty of the people, as a pretext for the fubver-
fion of tivil {otiety, the extin&ion of merality, and the
overthrow of religion.—We interfered not with the con-
cerns of other nations, we did not arrogate to ourielves a
tight te diltate conftitutions, or drive powerlefs but un-
offeriding nations under the yoks of our domination.—
‘I'ru¢ patriotifm animated, real injuries inflamed cur
ipirits ; we fought for our country, our altars, our homes
— ‘at1.impelled by wild ambaition for fame, {or plunder,
or extended power.—We {et up no confhtation, as the
paracon of pertettion, and the model of imitation.—As
the ido!, before which all the nations of the earth, were
to fall down and worfhip—under the penalty of being
caft into the burning hery furnace of our difpleafure.
No State has marked with terror the progrefs of cur ar-
mies, ipreading defolation.—Ne State has had to mourn,
in repentance and affli¢hon, the incumbrance of our
friendfhip. We did not imitate the crafty cruelty of the
“oncient Tyrant, who having allured his viGims to em-
brace, as if in fport, the beautiful but lifelefs fiatue of a
Venus, found a dagger {pring from her bofom, and
pierce them to the heart. In what, then, does this
pzetcnded fimilarity of the French revolution to ours
cotift 2—Is it becauie they threw down the mild mon-
archy of Louis, to make way for the defpotifm of Bona-
- parte ’—1Is it becaufe they have ere€ted the immenfe
pyramid of their power, upon the ruin of empires, with
- the bones of whole nauens, and cemented 1t with the

bleod
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Boxd of millions ?-- o we find this refemblance in an
.expiring commerce, in & difcouraged 2griculture and ar.-
nihilated manufaflures :(—Is it, becaufe we borrowed tke
-aid of revolutionary tribunals, far&icned murder by law,
and encouraged aflifiination by legifiative bounties:—Is
it in the idiet ridiciie of all religion, and boafting profel-
{ions of mad impiety —In the adoration of a ftatue of
liberty, befpattered with bleed frem the centiguous guil-
letine *—}n the belore vnheard of weithip of a harlet,
tricked cut as the goddels of reafcn, in a gorgeous
drapery, fothin ai.d cdhelive as te heighten, by afie&-
ing 1o conceal lLer meretricicus charms, to flimulate,
initead of {fupprefling unauvtl.criced defirec Has any
- man here, teen beld emough, with his eyes leoking
.abroad ¢n nature, feeing the pener of Gep, declared
~in all kis verks, ircm the meis that creeps round
the rock, to the fun that blazes 1n the Leavens, in
full day, with thke repreiching hght of that fun

daruny cn his Lead, has any man lere been beld
enough to deny his exifience, to fpuin his neicy, to
deride Lis rewer —TLe French revciution was a
ccmet. not one of thofe that Alilten, Las delcribed,
* fhaking, from kis humd kair, refitlence and war,
and with the {ear of change, perplexing Morarchs,” for
the maginatien oi Milton, whem we have hitlerto been
taught to efimate, “ asno plagiary frcem any thing hu-
man, but wheie lips we can behieve, toehave becn teuched,
by feraghim with hallowed fire frem the altar of heaven,”
his imagnaticn c¢ven, was not bold and wild ercugh to
reahize any analogy of a French Revolution.—It was, in
reality fuch a cometin the moral world, as the tears of
altronomers, have predifled is st feme {atal peried to an-
nihilate the naturai;—whole predigiousbulk. burfiing with
accclerated\'clocil\',intoawiidccccn'ricorbit andfedwith
Haming fres, is to defiroy all tle laws of attraétion, and
b.¢xak duwn ¢l the balances of nature;—interfering with

B OUTr
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our earth, the obedient cieen muft aveirwiiclat us, or
whirled round in cealelefs agitavier, we cuflt be ablorbed
in its fiery bofom. Our revolutien, .ouucea on mild,
ancient, andallswedprir ¢ ples, rrefents to themind’s eye,
a brilliant planet, which theugh it formed from the be-
ginning one of the balances in the great order of nature,
thoughithadrolledforagesinunbounded{pace,*thebofom
of its Gop,” and waskindled into being, when the higheft
faid let there be light, yet,unfeen by mortal eye,unknown
to mortal calculation, it fuddenly glittered in the front
of heaven, fhedding light, and life, and joy.—But it ap-
peared in purfuance of the regular, fteady and eternal
laws of nature, in completion of the irrevocable decree
of infinite knowledge and omnifcient power, like the ftar
in the Eaft, the herald of good, the harbinger of felicity.
Away with this pretended analogy! How is it,that delu.
fion has fo long and powerfully operated, that thoufands
have taken pride, in what, if true, would have becn dif-
grace, and derived an imaginary confolation, from a co-
pious {ource of afflittion.

Burt perhaps, they will idly declare this refemblance,
1s exhibited in the fimilar resu/t of the two revelutions.—
Are we then to degrade our free and happy conttitution,
with the conftitution perbaps exifting in France. Liften
tc the uncoloured defcription of this government, by the
. ableft ftatefman of our own country ¢ Behold a conful,
for ten years, elefted, not by the people, but by a confer-
' vatory fenate, felf-created, and {elf-continued.—~One
branch for fourteen, the other for ten years.—One braach
with a right to debate the law propofed by the conful,
but not tc propofe.—Another branch, with a right, nei-
ther to debate nor propofe, but merely toaflent or diffent,
leaving ts the people, nothing more than the phantom
of reprelentation, or tne ufelefs privilege, of defignating
one tenth cf their whole malfs, as candidates indifcrimi-
nately for the offices of the flate, according to the option

of
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of a confervatory fenate,—Behold ! in this magic lan.
thern of republicanifm, the odious form of real defpo.-
tifm, garnithed and defended, by the bayonets of more
than five hundred thoufand men, in difciplined array.”t

Our excellent contftitution founded on the true princi-
ples of liberty, accommodates itfelf to the nature of man,
andunites withthatliberty, reftraint. National happinefs,
with the permanent fecurity of that happinefs,is its ulti-
mate and beneficent objett; to thisend all other obje&s,
muft be confidered only as means; even freedom itfelf,
is valuavle only, asa means indifpen{ably neceflary to
that end. I will not fay our conftitution is perfe&t, but
it is the only one which, formed by the deliberations of
wifdom, has been voluntarily adopied, without tumult
—without a fufpicion of improper influence by a great
and intelligent nation. But I dofay,let it in fubftance be.
perpetual. Speculative men may deem it an imperfec-
tion, that, in {pite of the careful attention to its conftruc-
tion, and the attempt at nicely poizing and adjufting its
balances there ftill remains a power in perhaps a
fingle large State, 1 to retard or defeat the operations of

the
+ Hamilten.

§ No State bas bitberto gppeared to be niore convinced toan ours
of tbe mecessity of adbering ta the constitution unaltered and un
imsaired. No answer friom any of tbe States totbhe Virgiria and
Kentucky resolutions, was more manly, decided and federal than ours.

The same aversion to change was beld up in our answer te the
resolutions from ¢be State of Fermont. It evinces in mest unequivoa
cal language our attachbment to jederalism, and centains a distinct
pancgyric on the administrations botb of Wasbingtonand Adams. Our
Legislature appeared to be appredensive of the engrossing policy of the
large states, and of Virginia in particular ; and in the the last ane
swer it enlarged en the duties and interests of the small statess These
answers passed witbout opposition,

How is it to be accounted for that the pclitics of some men, then as
well as now bigh in office, are so materially changed. In their official
capacities and under official responsibilities, they sanctioned with their .
names and votes these answers ?——Tbe last ganswer was adopted unans-
mevsly selate as }'um 18e0. Wby is is that under ths wnpropitious

au:p:cu;.
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the whole.—Our experience, has taught us to appre-
hend, that at fome unfortunate moment, a large ftate,
by refolutely pulling herfelf back, or hafiily throwing
Lerfelf forward, may {nap the ligamsnts of the union,
or draw the power of the whole, concentrated into

heefelf. Some. tco queruleullv perhaps. have deem-
ed it an impecfection 1 our con*’n'{\mr., that we are not
zliowed to enjov for more than four vears, in a retreat
from conteﬁ. the delicious calm of public tranquility.
They may fappoie this tee sreat a fiimulus. o the war-
ring prejudices and pafhons ol » mankind.—And that the
confequent exiftence of parties, with their ilternate tri-
umphs and defeats, does not zflord, apreipett of pro-
grefive improvement, from the nermanency of any ad-
rnm’irrmn.—- Ihev fay. our confiitution promifes, and
izs hitherto reatized of blﬁnmx the rich and luxuriant
harveil ef tropick climates—vet like thofe ciimates, we
are parhaps fcntencel to endare in pericdical returns,
the calamity of a hurricane, which may fhatter the fair
fabric of our felicity, ipread around us extenfive and
mournfu! defolation, and with its frequently attendant
eart "xquake throw down the p:ll'u‘s. anid fhoke the foun-
c.;movs of foctety. It cerianiy 13 20 nnm.r!:&nm. in our

ﬂl:‘dt.u.}

cushiczs of the cemes mon w- « ave been sudlonly drawwn, inta the var.
tox of !"'irgirig-g pasicy 2 Uos tde:r fnrn‘cr cordiict <2t ul, dissem-

e

Bling erd fruvdiier:; o- Loce téey s: sddeniy undedr 8 their farmer
op-nions, ard repented of whit they paw dien: their fermer erravs ;
or do they adrpt and reject 3y turas. any sveter; af po {t::s.. sderal or
anti-federoi, as 1t suits their rurpose Semsire ey pat-icts of steedy
minds and undctivtin(r fn‘rci*if: or ) ave they aiibered trany tlon o F
pol:(y. dut téat of sbt.aning - e, ericr pivg patronace. and securing
molument 2—Suvely those wia o meedy gored anith thep in aptorent
coincia'cnce of cpinisa bave ¢ ~:xbt todemand anonsws- patdese cless
sions. Carndid enswers exslieitly givev: might ton, ir 182 present state -
of parties bave the best effcct.  Tlese answers would derbeps consti-,
tute an ample cpolagy for tieir inc nsistenciss, and conciree us thag
what bas the aﬁ*caran'e of indefensible trecybery and lergiversetos
is j'ranl, bonorable, and fmmeur repentaice. o
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eonfiitution arifing though from the limited powers of
the human mind. that it has rot precifion of languagc
adequate to the éifacult tafk of defining the diverfiied
wers of our various and interfering authonties, and
that juftice, cruthed to ]m ces, by the collifion of confliét-
mg jurifilictions, wll r cqucmly be deplored, as the
weep:ng and b'ecody vitlim, of this inevitable deficien-
cy.—Butinll. lw ould exclaim with the ancient barons,
“molumispncrant.” et usrehit innovation, and beware of
pretended improveniens, however fpecioufly propofed,
m this aze of vath adv\u' ure, and heedlels experiment.—
‘The chafte iouic fir&ure of cur canititution, admits not
the cortath.an capitai of nolniity, and a crown would be
a briiitant burden. an inconcivous excrefcence, which
the eve ol legitimate taile would difapprove, and the
virteous, and indignant difapprobation of our country
firoy. Yet flander, * more cruel than the tword,” has
mmputed to fome cf tie teft charaéters of our country, the
verv fran:ers of this confi tutien, whom one would natu-
rally fuppefe to ke fond of their ewn work, and who by
their attions have fhown the meit confirmed and partial
affe&tion for it—1t has attribused to them, the firange and
chimerical notien of intraducing monarchy and arifice-
racy.  And this caluminy was prepagated by artful am-
bition, and cancht at by fiupid creculity when thefe
charafters were in the dutifel adminifiration of their
rezular &utl.m‘m“s under a confiitution they had fworn
to fupport. that cuarantees a republ can {orm of govern-
ment, that cxc}udes {{ars. utics, nobands, and all the
ablurd gew gaws of a~tificia! pre-eminence, and defines
with mnesampled precifion, {}: form of eleCtion, the du-
ration and extent ot the powers of irs executive.—We
Fave too much: reaon to believe, tirat thefe artful and
dancerous caivmmnies, were meant merely as a cover to
dark defigns, and unwarrantable intentions,—the mere

fuff and firaw of a parix, verfed in firatagems, burntto
raife
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raife a fmoke to cover their advance, to the attack of the
beft depofitory of our rights, the molt facred citadel of
our freedom.—Sufpeted of facrilegious plunder they
raifed the firft cry. It is in vain, to pretend
otherwife, there are men in our country who hate its
conftitution, and chiefly becaufe, having broken down
the Oligarchies, previoufly exifting in many of the ftates,
it has taken away the means of their dangerous pre-emi-
neace, and raifed 2 mound againft which, their enraged
ambition beats in vain. They were a farmidable band
who oppoled it in its commencement, who retarded it in
its progrefs, and who have f{yftematically clogged the
wheels of its adminiftration.—Theevidence on this point
1s tooftrongto berefifted. This party, atthe period of the
formation of the canflitution, in an exorbitant ftyle of
gloomy predition, defcribed it, as a monfter, which un.
chained upon the people, would mark its fteps in their
blood, and devour as its accuftomed diet, their righ:s
and privileges. 'this hatred, ifit exifted in language
or in imagination only, would have been harmlefs and
tranfient, but their condu&t affords proofs that it was
originally fincere, and that it remains unaltered. The
amendments to the conflitution, are too unimportant,
and on points too infignificant, to have reconciled them
to a fyftem they detefted.

If this party had ebjelted only, to particular plans of
adminiftration, and fometimes approved others, v-e might
have fuppofed it upright in its intentions and honeft in
purfuits.—But it has indifcriminately condemned every
thing, impeached every perfon, as much under the ad-
minifiration of Wathington as of Adams.—Its{ publi-
cations, have been pointed, againft the conftitution.—

They

|| See inparsiculer among etber numereus publications, Priestly's.
Letters.—Callender’s works.——Tbe Times a periodical paper of Vir-
ginia.—The Letier 1o Mazzie, and an address of one Wertman of.
New-Terk,on the accessionof Mr, Jefferson to the Presidency,&e. W,
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They have frequently, made ankward, and forced com-
parifons of it, with the things, which in France have been
called contftitutions—{o many of which have appeared,
in the courfe of the lalt ten years, only to difappear.—
‘The dangeraus theories, the crude philofophy, the raw
metaphyficks and the falfe riguts of men, io utterly in-
coniiftent, with the rational, fteady, and fober principles
of our conflitution, have been openly, and avowedly ap-
proved.—The particular objet of their hof lity, isthe
Senate.—They wifhtoftrikeout, this bright and beft pro-

‘portioned feature, which reflects a grace, upon the whole

of our conftitution. They wifh to give us, a fabric of
government ; which, fupported only at its two extremi-
ties, will fall in at the firft preflure of calamity, and pull
down fociety along with it.—'They difapprove; likewife
of the unity of our executive power.—They have even
praifed, that five-headed monfter an executive direCtory,
and recommended it for imitation. Let us for a mo-
ment, reeolle¢t the charalter, of that defpotifm. Jealous
of each other’s power, darkly plotting mutualdeftruttion,
wearing {ecret armour in their very cabinets, afraid each
one, of the machinations of the other, but more afraid
of honeft public indignation, they retired from the public

- view, and fecluded in {plendid palaces, endeavoured to

)

-drown care and confcience, in tumultaous riot and reve-

ry. They took however with cautious dread the mant-
ling bowl, in fear that even-handed juftice had dropt her
poifon there ; and fhuddered as they received the embra-
ces of illicit love, infear that fome other Charlotte Corday,
animated with heroic courage and ftungto madnefs,by her
own andcountry’swrongs, would theath in their bofomsthe
dagger they deferved.—Like the favage Dornitian,as de-
fcribed by Pliny,tt never ifluing from the dark den of
their retirement, but to lap human gore—to riot in the

Y
(8-

1 See P!in.. Pang','ric. 7':'@'&:1 sects A8,
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defirudtion &f the worthy and illufirious, and to put in-
o execution the milchiefs they had been biooding over
in darkneis—never iffluing from their folitude, but to
ipread the folitude of Dcath..--"l‘lus is not an exaggera-
ted pitture.—Bonaparte, wiien he felled the Hydra. re-
lated its hiftory. and all France re-echoed afient and ap-
plauie.—How is it poffible that there are any fo rail, as
to be willing to encounter the defperate ehance, of rea-
lizing thefe {cenes in this happy country ?—No, let us
hover round the holy ark of our cenfiitution, borne as it
is on the fhoulders of the people, and may that hand be
‘withered, that is heid out even to touch it vnlawfully.—
May that conftitution, fill roll in its natural and regular
orbit, and remain like the great machine of the world,
unworn in iis parts, unimpaired in its beauty, unweari-
ed and undifturbed in its motions.
"Ler us never forget our freedom depends on our an.
cient principles, our pure manners, our native inftitu-
tions, our beloved religion. Let us not traniplant to our
foil, and engraft upon the fiock of our liberty, any baltard
exoiic.— 1 houghit may glow with rich luxuriance, glitter
with gelden blofloms of promitle, and allure withapparent-
ly delicious fruit—vet it will enclole particles of rapid
poifon, and the people that cat theveot will furcly die.
- Let us not be precipitated again, into the abyis of chaos
and anarchy.—Let us {iill reverence and prelerve the in-
fiitutions, whichthe wifdometour forefathershasprovided.
Tlicy have ereted, as the triumpha!l trophy of tl.eir con-
quelt over barbarifm—and of their eﬁabl'ﬂlmeni of civil
{eciety, a well-confirufted bridge.—It refls on the three
arand arches, of prop erty, ofmaruage'mdzcn, wcr-—0Over
this we may pals to the enjoyment of peace, fecurity and
happinefs. Godwin the high-prieft of jacobimim, with
all the train of petty philofophifls, who form as it were
a band. of f{appers and miners, for the French camp,
have wiclded againft thefe primarv principles &l their
WCRpOuS
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wearons of daxt ous fophillry, and direfed againft them
all their arts of covert attack.**—Prcperty, the bafis of
civil fociety, they reprobate 2s an odious menogpoly,
which they hope the raging of their ** tempeftucus fea
of libertv.” may overwheim.—Niarnage, and its attznd-
ant charities of life, conjugal affettion, filial piety, pa-
rental fonidnefs, fraternal endearments, they deem, as
lo many impediments, to what,in their diale&, is termed
the verfzCability of man.—Religion (I fpeal' of it onlyas
the 1n ing of popuiar covernment,and asit is pelitically
beneiicial ; ; of its Ligher attributes I am unworthy and
unahle 1o ipeak) relizion,—a principleinborn andinitine-
tive, in the human heart, fo eff-Qive of goad, fo produc-
tive of feiicity ;—that principle, which reftrains while it
confolesthepoor,which abafes the pride,while it declares
the dities of the rich, powerfolly imprefling as it does,
the leifon of chrifian equality,—'1 hat, the father of the
univerfe, looks with an eye,of equal hcneﬁcencc, on the
whole family of mankind.—Religion the balir: of wound.
ed minds,- the retuge of misfortune, whoie gentle hand
flopes the path of declining age, and fmcoths the bed of
death

L

¢ Fxamine Goderin first London Edition, pcge 588 cook 8 cleprer
1, wlere be exclaims sgainst property as tde ceuse ¢t ¥ tbe aluses of
scciety, aad prodases a ready principle for its ecualisatior. T2 wiom
scys be dies it bel.rg P He answers, to bim oo wants it.

He proposes an equat distrsbutisi, page 749, puge 833- '

Resgion, joge 797—He says we ougbt 1o Jay aside. cs intended
eriy for coiddren in understanding, and contempiste the nature and
Drinaples of tlings.

Lgc S.w--uc sars ¢ The instrtution of marriage is ¢ ¢ gstem of
fx attd V—juge 850 Marricge is a law, and ife werst of ait luwwss
i fz__{ru ¢ 2roferty and tl*c svorst of ail }hrope* ties.—Tée abontion
of marsicge will be “ctionded witd ne eviis.— e, Ee.

and yed t3is #oaR bos passed through severel edstions in tdis coun-
trp—uiif  mow eilition is now adveriised ut Wasbingten, supgorted zt
REEEUR ;I-—-tn) bpauom.g..--lt is even taugﬁt as ascbol
L BN il acaa.m'cs (f’l'?“ t3. Mzyide theories of ¢ Csae

Sel6es © 4 i b3 the bractices of & Fodesspierre 1!
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death—which beams from Heaven the radiations of hope,
fofticned through the medium of mercy, even cn the
kead- of the wretched and the gailiy.—This Religion,
the philofophilts, the fabricators of recent revcluions,
ridicule, afl:& and perfecute, and have confederateld
their exertions te banifh it {rom the earth.

Whaire the Sun of Chriftianity enlightens and beau-
tifies the Unlverle, like owls anu pats, they fly with
envious difcontent, frem us iplendour. and chule to
flutter in the diir:al twilight of doubt and ignorance.—
Or * hail this Gloricus Sun, to teil him only how they
hate his beams.”

Brr Iturn with pleafure from the purfuic of fo dreary
a {ubjel, from the pa:h of darknefs ard bloed, where
w:mdcr the mifguided vitims of delufion, to brighter
icenes and fairer prolpe&ts.——1 feel my {pirit refreth-
ed, aad as it were {uftained, by the confoling idea, that
there are charalters, deferving of praile.—That jacchi-
niim has not yet exiled from the world, all rationality
honor, and virtue.

In adidrefling the refpettable Society of the Cincix-
xatr, 1 diftinguith a group of worthies who, animated
by the priuciples, of rationai liberty, have fought, bled
and fuffered. for their country.—And have ac qmrcd
for it, the siorious prize, of liberty and independence.—
I diftinguifh a fociety founded on the principles of honor
and beneficeince.—Friendthip their means and henevo-
ieace their object.

GEMTLEMEN,

Ovr country is indebted to you in an endlefs debt of
gratitucie.—Nat chat opprefiive load of obligation, which
weighs down the heart—but that delightfui gratitude,
which * owing, owes not, but fhill pays, at once indcbtcd
and diicharged.”—Y ouarethole, whoengaged in the con-

teit
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teft we now commemorate with early ardour aud honera-
ble euthufialm—who did not count the tremulations of
the beam, to know on which fide the balance of fortune
would inclire. You fteppe:i forth the champions of your
country—you were fuccefsful—bui, uilike the armies of
Cafar, of Cromwell, ai:<i of Bonaparte. you did not abufe
thie affe@ions of your countrymen ; and, in the warmth
of their admiration, cheat them of their liberties —You
claimed no exclufive glory—nc permanent pre emi-
nence—you prefervad ~n ere&t integrity, an uufuilied
hoaour.—After eight years of toil, varied only by the
vicifitudes of danger and diftrefs—With impaired cen-
ftitutions—With fortunes reduced in your country’s
fervice—With juft claims, which an exhaufted country
sould not fatisfy, your army feparated—Many, too
many, not to return to their comforts, and their homes
—out “ forced to beg their bread, through climes their
valour won.*—You lingered not in arms, but laid your
fwerd, yet wet with the blood of victory, at the feet of
the civil authorities of your country. You ftaid but to
take an affe@ionate leave of your fellow-foldiersand turn-
ing from their tears, hurried into an unambitious retire-
ment.—— 1his forbearance was magnanimous—this fcene
unparallelled. But vou are richly repaid. What is fo
noble a reward, as the {enfe of conicious re&itude >—
The voice of five millions of people, who acknowledge
you their benefaltors, muft found in your ears as foft as
the mufic of the Spheres, as fweet as the harpings of the
angelic hott.

Oh! that every picture I have to prefent you with, was.
decorated like this with the golden rays of joy, but I feel

my mind filled with thofe

 Thoughts which mufing pity, pays;
“ And fond remembrance laves to raife.”

Your father has gone to heaven!'—WASHINGTON,
a




24

[ ]

a chara&er that fiands unrivalled on the ifts of true glory
—a name, that, wicribed by the hamd of gratitude, in
charaltersof light, onthe pillar of eternity, fhall defy the
aflaults of envy and of time, and triumph over oblivion!

This lofs is indeed ‘rretrievable. —~Some part of this day
ought to be confecrated to forrow. I now Gentlemen,
contempiate you. az a bana of brothers, who penetrated
with facred forrow and fympathy—I{iill cherith, with an
endeared remembrance, the viriues of your parent,—It
15 1ot m nature to expect. that thole itrony and primary
emotions, that early and inftinctive burli of fenfbility,
which fpreading from man to man, trom village to vil-
lage, from city, to city, touched every heart, in their pro-
grefs, and foftened a whole nation into tears, could en-
dure forever.—But there isa woe, deep, as well as co-
picus, that does not foon exhauft itlelf; a patient and
enduring forrow, that doss not hafiily folicit relief, that
delights to retain the impreflions of fadneis, and loves
to hinger with 1ts tears.

¢ Tha’ everv coarfer ftem of foreft birth,

% Threws with the morning beamn itsdews to earth
“ Ne'er dees the gentle Rosg, revive {o {oon,

¢ But bath’d in nature’s tears, it droops til! neon."

I contemplate you as thofe, who, anxious fer your
eoun’ry’s good, and apprehenfive of its future deftiny,
meditate dgeply, again and again, upen its moit affiictive
calamity.—And deriving your only confolation from
the precepts of wifiiom, krniow, that vou cannot other-
wile diminifh its effe®t, but by infufing into vour minds
his patrietic principles; and by an imitation, in yeur
lives, of the private gooduels of him, whefe lofs you de-
plore. -

Ferrow-Crrizexs,
I have ventured to depart a little from the becaten

track of this day’s theme.-—Imprefled with the magnani-
moeus
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mous fenument of our firft Congrels—who faid, to the
F.nglifh nation, We will held you, as the reft of man.
kind, enemiics in war, in peace friends.—1 have not
mis-fpent your tune, and abufed your patience, in in-
flaming national antipathy—in gathering round your
hearts the malignities of our pature—and fixing there
tae chilling froit of calious and inveterate hatred.—We
conquered.—In noble natures, fuccefs infpires generofi-
ty.—Towards a fallen ioe. it fprings up the firft fenti-
ment of magnanimity. Our rehgion fantuons and
firengthens this fentiment; and enjoins, as a duty, fer-
giveness of mjuries—The very {avage, when war is end-
ed, burizs thie hatchet : he mivites his former toes to the
fealt of friendfhip—They fmcke the Calumet of peace
together—'They renew and brighten the chain of amity.
~—Though the blood of his kindred has fiowed, he a-
wakes not to the remembrance of the paft; he exprefies
himfelf in untutored cloquence, and, ufing the images
which the [cenes areund him afford, he hopes their
friendthip may fpread, like the waters of the Lake ;—
may flourifh, like the trees of the foreft ;—may endure,
as long as the Stars of Heaven ;—may endure, until
they are called, by the Great Spirit, to his imaginary
Heaven, bLechind the Hills,—and there forget, in bis
extatic bounties,—all earthly toils, 2ll human cares.—
The enceuragement of national antipathy, 1s a policy
fatal indced for this country. As the world is fituated,
with nation oppofed to nation, and confederacy rifing up
againft confederacy, if we have hatred for one, we muft
have affe@ion for the other.-~The juft and reafenable
requefts of one will be refufed, :heir fair privileges refift-
ed, while every thing the other commands, will be blindly
or daftardlv conceded. The attempt at eftablithing this
policy is an infult upon the goed lenfe of this country.
Our merit cannot be augmented, by the degradation of

any otber nation. Let us compare our relative ﬁtua.tion{i
an
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and without vanity we may fay we are a great nation.
We ought rot to fuffer ourielves to be entangled in the
intrigues of any. Let us attend to plans of improve-
ment at home, irnfiead ot looking abrcad for points of
controverly.—'e have {pace enongh, for the exercife
of our beit affeCtions; ample obicQs, worthy of our ten.
dereft care. Aitend to the Lezacy of Wathington—
fupport thoie maxims of adminiftration he purfued, and
his fuccefior adh.red to.—You all recolle®t the cffells
of that adminiftrarion, foon after the adoption of the
Conflitution—how, as if by the effzCt of miraculous powa
er, order Iprung out of chaos, and hzht out of darknefs,
You were without credit abroad, without unicn at home,
Want of confidence had ruined commerce, and public
credit had not even an exifience or fame. As far as
our eve coull reach, our wintry profpelts were ob-
fcured by fiorms, and bounded by impenetrable frofts,
Yet oa a fudden, like the inftantaneous effects of {pring
in northern climates, fertilizing fireams of wealth, iffuing
from the fountain of public credit, flcwed through this
country, juft before fad and filent wita diftrefs, but now
refounding with the bufy hum of joyful men.—
‘Thele fire- s turned round again—:the wheel of com-
merce, and awakened to motion 2nd hfe, its various
and complicated machinery. Infpirited agricuiture with
the force and rapidity of vernal vegetation, every-where
diffufed the charms of creative cultivation, and the earth
fmiled with the beuniiful exuberance of nature. ‘
WEe all muft allow, the maxims of adminmiflration
then purfued, bv our civic Father Walhington, were
the refult of wifdom, ability, and virtue. We will do
our nation juftice ; it conceived itfelf to be, as it really
was, the msft fortunate nation on earth. And while
it proudly challenged the comparifon, it gratefully ac-
anwlcd ged the caufe. And why has this delightful

{cene cxn ited for fe fhort a period? Why, when the
government
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government continued to communicate benefis, did the
people ceafe to reciprocate gratitude - It was becaufe
foreign influence, calling to its afhftance the mef amisble
propenfities of our nature, and appealing io the generous
but miftaken notion of national gratitucle, intericred in
our Councils; and, under the femblance of kindnafs,
adminifiered potent, foreign drugs, to fiimulate all the
peccant humours, and petty difcontents of our courntry.
Ever iince the appearance of Genet, a pariy bas exift-
ed, organized and difciplined, extended in a connelted
line throughout the Continent, that has watched with
cealelefs jealeufy every movement, and eprofled with
undifiinguithing hoftility every meafure of the Federal
adminifiration.—Andyetthatadminifiration, befet within-
numeratie evils and difficulties, Lascontended fi:ceefsfully
with all.—Twoinfurre&ions femented by that party,were
{uppreiled.vithout bloctfbed; a wife and dignified neutrality
was adopted, and two fereign wars aveided without difho-
nour.—Under that adminiftration our profperity has been
uninterruptedly progreflive, cur agriculture has reached
the furamit ef the Appalachian hills, and cur commerce,
depofits on our ikores, the luxuries of China, the furs
of Kamtlchatka. the fabrics of Bengal, and the filver ¢f
Mexice. Do you need undeniable preofs of the affer-
tion, that this adminifiration has been profpercus and
happy ; take them not frem anv one who has born a part
in 1t, or who has regarded it with fieady, and undeviating
friendfhip. That man, certainly illufiricus, who has
overthrown that adminiftration, and who is now feated at
the helm of aflairs —Prefident Jeffericn himfelf, kas pro-
nounced its moft iplendid panegyric, in a fpeech valua-
ble, to be fure as 2 niedel of literary eieganee, but doubly
valuable as he has verified this impertant political {a&l.
He informs us that the governmient of this courtry is in
‘ the full tide of {ucceisful experiment.”—Who made
this experiment {—Who conduéied this government

Wathington and Adamse. D
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Ix this early and generous recantation of paft error,
accompanied by promifes of encouracement to com-
merce, of *“ facred prefervation of the public faith,” « and
of the general government in its whole conftitutional vi-
gor,” you muft acknowledze the voluntary adoption of
the principles of the federal adnuniftration, and you
muft with pride and pleafure hear this ft=ain of ipontane.
eus admiration burft from its moit able and fuccefsful
adverfary ; * We are all Federalifts.,” Let us then
with finceritv fupport this adminiitration, commencing
with fuch fplendid promifes, and fuch happy aulpices.
We have an unqueftionable affurance o! juftice and im-
partiality, an indemnity from the fatal ef’e@s of party tri-
umph.—We have reiterated premifes of ** equal and exalt
juftice to all men,” of * whatever religious or political
perfuafion.”—We have the pledged honor of our firit
magitrate, that he wil! *“ reftore to iocial intercourle,
that harmony and affedtion, without which, Liberty and
even Life itfeif, are but dreary things.” Never unmind-
ful of thefe promises, and of hishonor, he will faliify all
the predictions of evil, the effufions of our patriotic, but
too apprehenfive zeal. Merely becaufe his predeceflor
appointed, he will not remove meritoricus and honorable
men, whofe conduft is blamelefs, whole characters are
wirreproachable.  Dilidaining the gratification of isnoble
refentment, he never, in the {pirit of miferable quibbling
will take advantage of a clerical error, to interfere in a
department, placed by the meaning of the Conflitution
bevond his reach.  Aloof from all party predileftions,
earneftly folicitous tw reunite public opinion, he will
firmly refift the eager felfifhnefs of his dependants. He
will remind them of their beafted purity of principle,
their noble difintereftedneis of motive. He will declare
to them, your zeal for me, was attachment to what you
deemed the caufe of liberty.—In my perfon that caufe has
obtained a triumaph, and in ‘that triumph yoeu have your
reward. He
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HE never will forfeit all claim to public efleem, or {o
infult the native talents of his countrymen, (talents he fo
ably defended againit the ineersof European authors) + as
to appoint to the moft important office in his gifta Fo-

reigner.

To his folicitations ke will anfwer with fiirmnefs and
dignity.  You may fir, forgetful of your ewn, have rea-
foned yourfelf into a cold and philofephic preference for
this country.—Bnt this is not {uflicient for our fecurity,
our interefts require theftrong ties, the early fympathies,
and even the prejudices of native attachment:—Tis true
you are armed with formidable talents, hut their whole
energy has been exercifed in oppofition to that govern-
ment, that has not only hofpitably afforded you proteétion,
but has forgiven your crimes, * and extended towards you
unexampled clemency. 1 ackmowledge my perfonal ob-
ligations to you. But elevated to this high ftation, equal-
ly by the prudent patriotifm of my opponents, as the
ardent approbation of my friends, I muft take a command-
ing view of my duty, and with my mind purified from
the mifts of paffion, raifed by the heat of party coenteft,
with a judgmentunob{curedby prepofleflion, I muftconfult
the fafety and the happinefs of the whole community. I
relu&tantly encounter the reproach of perfonal ingrati-
tude,—I regret the unhappy and compulfive neceflityof a
refufal, but my duty, my honor, my promifes, and above
all, the puBLIC GooD require it. | |

Such are the enlarged and liberalized ideas of this

eminent man. Such will be his ingenuous and magnani-
D mous

$ See notes on the State of Virginia, p. 110, Stockdale’s Ed.

London, 1788.
1 See notes on Virginia. p. 1471, , .
- * Albert Gallatin, a Citigen of Geneva. thought it prudent te

take the benefit of an Amnesty, offered by the clemency of President
Washington, te the Insurgenis, in the firss Insurrection in Pennsyl-

Cania in 1794
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mous policy. Thele are his uniclicited promifes, as
exp! lained by the uniforced cenitruction of his meniorable
Speech. Ifthis policy be purfued—it theie pronules be
realized, the fentuiments of federalifts towards this admini-
tiration will not be thoit merely of cold allegiance, but
“of animated afleCtion. The tears of more than one half
our nation, excited by what they deemed the ditafirous
event of Mr. Jefferfon’s elevation to the Prefidency, vall
fall not the effufion of difappointment, but the tribute of
teconciliation and of love.

“ As gracious figus of {veet remorfe,

¢ And pious awe, that fear’d to have offended.”

Burt y-tcitizens of the State of Rhode-Ifland, you muit
guard ag ainft deception.—5till adhere to your ancient
policy, beware of cunning, treachery and hypocrify, they

are the friendly coadjutors of jacobi mfm they are leagued 4
in unhallowed fr 1endﬂnp to uphold it.—They teach a
man to bend to the occafion, like the ofier te the breeze.
In {pecious language, in deceptive phrafe, in imoothnefs
of eloquence, and even in {criptural quotations, they
profefs whatloever things are geod, whatfoever things
are lovelv, whatloever things are of good report, 11
merely with more artifice to delude, merely with the
Fope of violating with impunity all promiies and all
profeflions.  Omn one day, in one fituation,” they allow a
man to {peak of atheifm, with indecent levity, ¢ it neither
breaks hiislegs nor picks his pockets,” 11 on the nsxt day,
upon another occalion, with the air of a Monk of the In.

quifitien, emerging from his cell, with gravity of deport-
ment, feverity of aipect, and {olemmnity of phrafe, he de-
woutly prays you may be preferved, by ¥ Gov in his

holy l\LCl)hl(g. - THe
ti See Lilr. Teprrsen’s answeer to the committee that aancunced te
bim bis election.
it See Notes on V"v:r'n' boge 264,
** Seethe President’s an swer to the address from the legislature

j b\)\( ‘( [ l“o
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Caess——

TrE Federalifts, ma% remain true ta themiclves, they
muit raily round the ftandard of their country’s gooli.—
They muft be vnremitting in therr efforss, to refute the
principles, detect the falihoods. and ex; nole the mifrepre-
fentations, of their unpnncipied adv. criaries.  Th ey nn.i‘
pour initruftion on the public mind, they mull, by the
pen, and the tongue, emighten the people.

J¥ E mult attack the enemy on thie heights.—lIi there
be a man, as fome have ventured to fugzeft, who has heid
himfeif in power bevoad the criinary term of hereditary
monarchs, by wnworthv compliances, by the fubtertuges
ot cunning, the arts of it nr;;m, by :m\bv uous calum-

mes, whifpered in the dark, to detivey the charafters of
our beit men.—Surely as good citinens you mult knew
your duty—Examine caatieniy, judge with cander,
and a hope of {feainz innocence and integnity eftablith-
ed, but above cll thinrs do examine, and if the reiult
proves thele fuggeftions to b= trutis, alt with 2 frmuc
2 conftancy, a refolution, worthy of Freemen,

Ci11zexs oF NEWPART,

ATTEND to ycur intereits. -»Bv an exprefhon o tic
public will, which as fuch we are bound to refped,
you have latelv changed ycur councils. Dut recollett
“ the will of the n majonity te be rightiul, muft be rexion-
able.”

Wiuat 1sthe confequence of this change i:—Witheut
an increafe, and with circuinftances indicative of a di-
minuticen of your former opulence, vou have had an
encrezfed burden of taxation impofed upen yex.  The
decifion of this important queftien was fo tgeb‘v ([ will
not fay treachercufly) managed, that vou had hardly
a voice in it. But 1 ierbear.—No detail of local griev-
ances fhould damp the plealures of this dav.—And
muft haften to a conclufion.

Not however without again foliciiiny your indulgent
candor, tewards this aa(‘rcfs\ fo unwor *M— oi the occa-

hon,
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fion, compofcd at a hafty netice in the iatervals of pro-
teflicnal dutv, fcarcely moulded into fhape, much lefs
poiifhed into viezance.—And what above all I regret nat
condenfed into concifensfs. Let the honorable invita-
tien, the presiare of the occafien, the glory of the day, an
ardent with, and a humble hope of doing good, plead the
extenuaticn of my errors, and forgiveneis of my faults.—
Bilame me not, if 1 have ventured the attempt at this 1n-
terefting crifis of public affairs, te arcuie the public mind
from the daungerous apathy which opprefles it.—I{ I have
thrown & pwule whick I'hope may undulate its furface,
ato the dull anl ffagnant lake of public cpinion.—If I
}::n e fpoken trutns with fome beldnels—the times require
it.—ifany object te me, that 1 have done this with un-
warrantable boldnefs.—- I anfiver that ina free country,
I have {poken the dictates of my feelings, the fugeftions of
my underfianding.—I kinow who will obje&, and Iam
not .;mhnt ous to avoeird their confure. 1t ] ma\‘ be allow-
ed to ufe the lanruage, while I feel, the fentimentof 3
ereat flatefinan, ITw ould further anfwer,—that * the heat
tha: oifendced them is the arder of conviction, and that
zeal for the fervice of my country, which neitier hope .
vor f2ar f:all influence me te fuppres.”

FINIS
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