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3R,

FEELIN G s-nsible of *he obiizatians we are under
to vau, s ine Comnsites 1n benali of s vou hul ¢ azeng,
take thus opprenaiy of & stitviag our hi: :h re-ad ‘o vour
Forson and prinaipies ;—\We assure vou Mir havows Dra-
tion tas TS Wiin uncommoen tos Mmoant s o 1esueet irrm
tac 2;2d part ot the ¢ nususuy. ard Jommands our co:d:a!l
ﬂparo bation ———We theretore. in tnm,uuuc( Wi {il? ICa
cucst ef the avdience in general, seiici a capy tor the press,

We hiave 'h honor to de. Sir,
with evesy senim nt o respe@ and esieem,
Y our moit obelicn: Servants,
MATIHEW O BR.EN,
DAVID NEVIN>, juns.
EXAsSYUs COIT,
NAHUM HALL.
CHARLE> CARPENTER,
GEORGE HOUSE.
Juix 6:5, 1802.
FQ‘

. Claclsea, fuly 7th, 18ce.
GENTLEMEN,

YQUR obliging faver of y*stc'dav commarnds
mv raost sincere and graietul thanks.  While my heart o'ers
flows with gratitude for the many distngushed marks of
attention avd respeét received trom vourseives in paracular,
and the orher gentiemen who participa ed with us on the ev-
¢r memorable ®r2 which gave us Nauonai Libesty, 1 most
cordially reciprocate with you the genrrous expressions of
respe& and regard for my person and princ:ples 1 cancot
but feel an inward drgree of happiness at the geaeral appro-
bation of my pr. duétion delivered betore you on Minday—
aud altho’ | tecl a difhdence in lzying 1t bc"or' the public
eye. { shall nevertheless transmit vou a COpY L0-MOITOW, 11
humble confidence that my fellow-crtizers \«111 review it

with eandor; at the same time witholding that criucisin for
which I fear there 1s ample scope.

Iam. Gentlemen,
with the most aincere esicem and respedt,
Your Humble Servang,

Ti10s. HUBBARD, jux.
Messrs. O'Brien. Nevins, Coit, Hall.
Carpenter, and louss,
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AN ORATION.,

Friends and Fellow-Citlizers—s

SE NSIBLE of my ina-
atility to perform the duties as:ign-
ed me this day, I rise with dithdence
to fulfil the task with which you have
been pleased to honor me. But rely-
ing ou the candor of mv brethren of
this Institution, and of this respedtabie
assembly in general, I prc:eed to offer
a few ideas, perhaps not w holly incon-
sonant to the feelings of Americans, as-
sembled to commemorate the auvspi-
cious day which gave them the rights
of freemen ;—The day, on which we
burst the chains of slavery, and dared
to be free. |

This country, rising with such rapid
strides to so high a station among the
nations of the earth, it must be remem-
bered, was discovered but about thiree

hundicd years ago, At that time, and
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for many succecding vears, its surface
was covered with a dreary wilderness.
YWhere now arec scen our capital cities,
stately edifices, and cultivated plants-
tions ;—Where we now behold mil-
lions of industricus citizens, pursuing
the busy scenes ot commercial and ag-
ricultural cares, the beast o7 the furest,
and the firocious savage, then held
their uncontrouled empire. “lhe wa-
ters, which we now view with rapta-
rous delight, whitened as it were with
myriads of ships, condudted by the ad-
venturous mariner to the remotest
climes, were then only occupied by the
mousters of the sea, and the bark ca-
noe of the Aborigines :——1I say, when
we view these transcendant scenes, our
hiearts are ready to leap from their
casements, and return thanks to Him,
wio has condudted us in satety, thro’
so many danwsers and difliculties.

This continent, discovered by that
intrepid seaman, Christoplzer Columbus,
presented nothing but a dismal waste,
inhabited only by warlike Indians, ang
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ferocious quadrupeds.——With the e-
vents witch took :lace between this
period and the landing of our forcfathe-
ers at 'iymouth, in the year 1620, rot
a single son of Columbia, it 1s presums-
ed, is unacquainted.

Whes we contemplate the harcships,
fatigue and danger, which our venera-
able ancestors encountered on landing
on the inhoespitalle shores of this now
rising repubiic, we arc lost 1o astenish-
ment and gratitude ; our palpitating
hearts glow with grateful fervor, and
pour forth praiscs to Him who is the
God of Nations |
trymen, our uithappy forefathers, per-

Yes, fellow coun-

secuted 1n their na ive land, on account
of their religious persuasiens, dared to
brave the briny ocean, crowded in cra-
zy barks scarcely sufficient to skim the
At
length ashore on the memorable Ply-
mouth rock, tiey feli prostrate before
the Supreme Ruler of the Universe,

surface of untroubled waters.

and the air resounded with their thank
offrings—— Nought to shelicr them
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from the inclemency of a tempestuous
season, vut the wide, extended canopy
of Heaven ; norhadthey where to rest
their weary heads, bat the rugged sur-
face of a dreary wild 't But nothing
was suincient to apnal the hearts of men
wiio put tneir truit in our all merciful
parent.

; harrassed by the native
!;;:_r vigor remained undi-

0
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aed.  Tho' rapine, carnage, and
ccvastation moarked the course cof the
tawny Aborigines, our piows forefath-
ers continued to persevere in their me-
ritoricus cutser, until their ferocious
encmics were driven into the interior,
A succession

or terced to submit.,
ef y2ars now rolled on, while the new
world was rapidiy ad\'anci:‘:g i popu-
Irtion and (‘.G“,SFq'!-”Hce. A long and
bloedy war with the French and Indi-
ais ensucd, in which we proved our

ot ment to our matural mother, G.

! 1

Burthe Tnglish government at length
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lJost, throngh her tyrannical procecd.
ings, the fairest portion of Lier domine
ions | The colonists, with patient suf-
fering, bore the oppression heaped up-
on them by a country unto which they
in vain looked up for that. protection,
which as children they expected to re-
cecive from a parent. Remonfirance
after remonfirance, petition after pe-
tition, dictated by the earncstuess of
humtle intreaty, were put up with hao-
mility to the throue of King George the
Third for redress.-—S¢ill deaf to the
voice of reason, and to our supplica-
tiors, the oppressed Americans cast a-
side all idea of accominedation, the ge-
neroas flame of liberty burst from its
bondage with tenfold viger, and they
declared themselves independent !
Yes, fellow-citizens, twenty-six vears
this day, the fathers of our infant em-
pire threw off our allegiancec to the
Enplish monarch, and ushered into ex-
istence an independent nation !

From this period, a dreadful war en-
suned wirh unabating fury for seven long
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yvears ; presenting a scene unparallel-
ed in the annals of mankind. It dis-
played a speftacle the most solemn
that can possibly be exhibited. On
one side was beheld fraud and violence
laboring in the service of despotism;
on the other, virtue and fortitude sup-
porting and establishing the rights of
human nature.

Entirely defenceless, without arms,
without ammunition, without cloath-
ing, without ships, without money,
without officers skilled in war, with no
other reliance but the bravery of the
people, and the justice of our cause;
we had to contend with a nat on great
in arts and great in arms, whose fleets
covered the ocean, whose banners had
waved in triumph thro’ every guarter
of the globe.—However unequal this
contest, our weakness was still farcther
cocreased by the enemies which Ameri-
ca had nourished in kv bosom. Vhus
exposcd on the one hand to external
force and internal divisions; on the o-
ther to be compelled to drink the bit-
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ter cup of slavery, and entaii it on un-
born posteritv—In this sad alternative
we chose the former.

However great the irjustice of our
foes in commencing the war, 1t was by
no means equal to the cruelty witl
which they carried it on. 't'he course
of their armies is marked bv rapine and
devastation. Thousands, without dis-
tintion of age or sex were driven from
their peaceful abodes, to encounter tae
rigors of inclemewnt scascns ; and the
face of heaven hath been insu
the wanton conflagration of defenceless
tewns. Their vi€tories were followed
by the cool murder of Amciican sol-
diers, no longer able to resict. T hou-
sands of our fellow-counuyicr, worn
out with fatigue, hunger ard sickness,
terminated a miserable existence in the
leathsome dungeons and priscn-slips
of our inveterate enemy. Ilow were
those unfortunate men treated, whoem
the chance of war put into our power ?

B
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Vvere they not treated with tenderness
and humauity ?

Our barbarous enemy threatened to
Ict loose agaiust us whole hordes of
savages, whose rule of warfure is pro-
miscuous carnage, who rejoice to mur-
aer the helpless infast, sailing in its
mother’s arms, to iofli& on their pris-
cners the most excruciating tormeuts,
and exhibit scenes of horror from
which nature recoils. Nor was this
the outrageous barbarity of an individ-
ual, but a system of deliberate malice,
stamp’d with the concurrence of the
British Legislature and sanctioned with

all the formalities of law.

A lengtily detail of events until the
close of peace, is mot appropriate to
the present occasion ;—they are tresh
1n the memory of every son of Colum-
hia,  Faithfu! history bas transmitted
them down to posterity 5 who will ev-
er dweil with reverence and delight on
the colorious exploits performed by
tuowr volorous countrymen,
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Who does not remember tie heroes
who fought and bled in defence of our
liberties ¢ Who has forgetten that our
independence was aciileved by a Wash-
ington, a Warren, a DNercer, a Mout-
gomery, 2 Putnam, and a band of oth-
er courageous veterans—aAre the groans
of our dying countrymen hushed amid
the blaze of our present prosperity !
View tie plains of Lexington, of NMon-
mouth, of Yorktown, and a myriad of
otiier places, stain'd with the blood of
our slaughtered citizens. But, wsa
conquered !

To the transcendantly illustrious
WASHINGTON are we principally in-
debted for sur present happiness. Calm
and serene in the midst of dapger g
brave in the greatest peril, he conduc-
ted us thro’ all our trouble, to the most
exalied glory.

Suflice it to say, that we ot length
brought our enemy to terms, aod an
honorable peace was concluded in the
spring of 1785.—Qur army disbanded,
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cach war-woru veteran, from the Gen-
n Chief tothe private soldier, laid

'
l ~
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L
d the weapons of destrudtion, and

M

-
L}

ciurnsd in P~ acc and qulctness te the
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ayric '.uuxal rcs of wiiich he had been
s long (n;‘ps‘}'\'ed, No confused tus
THUILS, DO jariing riets occurred to mar
the pleasurcs of industricus plenty.—
1o use better words than my own,
they were ¢ cood soidiers one day,
and goed citizens the next.”—All A-
merica, from ths hoary sage to the
beardiess stripling, were im anxious so-
licitucde to erjov wiat she had so long
contended tor-—the time ““ when every
main :hail sit under his own vine and
uacder bis own fig-tree, and there shall

e none to make im afraid.’

Fiappv in this idea, the affairs of As

3]

serica roiied on under a confederate
governmens, until the vear 178g, when
1t became pecessary to adopt a now
mode of goverument. A Chief Magis-
trate  of ?hc Union was requisite.
WASHL WG T ON was the man desig
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pated for this important statien, >y his
erateful and adwiring countrymen. Ev-
ery voice, every heart united iu one
grand strain to proncunce Lim Presi-
dent of the United States of America.
Condudting us in prosperiry to the vear
1797, he resigned his irportant trust,
and retired amid the acclamations of
the whole world, to the peaceful shades
cf Mount-Vernon. America erjoyed,
under the administration of this iilus-
trious persenage, all those advantages
which resuit from the prudent policy
of a virtuous chief magistrate. The
peaceful system which he parsued, re-
paired, in a great measure, the irjuries
sustained by a long and expensive civil
war. His interests and possions wers
the same as those of the peaple, and a
constant communication of ccod ofiices
kept alive treir attachmcuis.—Altho’
lie be humbled in the doft—tho’ he is
covered with the cold clods of the vals
ey, yetin the breasts of Americans, his
name can never die.—And hicre, while
vwe drop the manly tear for bis hirepor-
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able loss, let us exclaim with the pi-
Ous _]oh, ‘“* The Lord gave, and the
Lord hath taken away,—--blessed be the
name of the Lord.,” Let us remember
wita gratitude that it was the Lord
God of Armies, who condu&ted us
thro’ cur arcuous ftrugele 5 who rais-
ed up VWashington the Great ;—Wash-
ington, the Father of his couatry ;
Vwashingion ¢ first in war, first in
pcace, aud first in the hearts of his
countrymen.” Let us recoiled that
this same beneficent being still extends
his parental eye over this infant coun-
try ; and will, if the exigency of our
ailzirs demand it, raise other heroes to
take the helm of our national vessel,
aud conduct her in safety through the
troubled billows of contending naticns.

Alis ! my fellow-citizens, what a
ranscendant satisfa&tion should 1 feel,
could {close here; orsay, withastiid
adberence to truth, that America hias
contineed to eujov the same advanta-

g<¢s, tiie saine prospertty, the same har-
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moeny, as at the evertful peried wien
Washiangton left the helin of state.—
(God forbid that this sentence should
be construed into a disrespect for the
covernment immediately succecding,
or the present.)

The bane cof rations, the moth of
emp:ires, the Autipodes to the dignity
andinterest of the United States, parfy-
spirit, sprung up among us to biast the
aurels acquired in our revolulionary
struggle. Partizans, warm adherents
to the causes of France and Great-Brit-
zin, already immerscd in cortention

€

rose up in the bosom c¢f our happy

0 Lt

country, and threatened to com*u}s
and overthrow its very foundation.
Too long have we nourished the -en-
Orous polson 1 our ence pa'riotic bo-
soms. VWhatever mayv be our present
feelings and opinions of our own coun-
try, it is an irrefragable fadt, that our
present turmoit and confusien are at-
tributable to these causcs. It may
have degenerated, but the originis tie
same,  What in the name of Heaven
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have we ta do withh Fras
or 3nv other pation on the globe, fur-
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sca, shall we shout because a foreign
General or Admlrll has gainecd honor
by the action ] Are we so stupid as to
thiok that a trophy gzained by a Bona-
parte or a Nelson is a feather in our
own cap ! Let us cast aside such foolish
and servile attachments’ -—LEt us be u-
pited, indepcndent Americans, Nas
tional friendship is a mere phantom;
fluctuating as chaff before the winds of
Heaven. Let us place reliance on our-
selves, and on ourselves alone. Let
us wholly discard all intestine divisions.
Ba assared, if we continue to nourish
a1¢tion 10 bo oms, she will eventu-
ally sap t h’ very foundaucn of our na-
tional fabric. W shall tus mhle, piece
by piece, until at leozth the whole edi-
fice falls to the ¢round. Where now
are beaeld millions of Americans, free
as air, wiil then be scen the troops of
some powerful despoet, taking posses-
ston or the fair heritape gained by the
biced aud treasure or thousands.,

U
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Kindly separated by nature, from the
despots of Europe, by an extended o-
cean, possessieg all the blessings with-
in the scope of mortals to enjoy, let us
rally around the palladium of our lib-
erties, that master-piece of human wis-
dym, the Constitution. Let us support,
respect, and venerate the laws, and the
law-givers. Did we not contend thro’
a long and bloody war for a represen-
tative government ! The blood of our
citizens flowed in copious streams to
secure the boon. We obtained it.—
Then why not unite in its support ?
Our rulers are appointed by the voice
of the whole nation, and are liable to.
be dismissed at short periods. If their
conduét does not exactly comport with
our ideas of government, let us remem-
ber, that they are set upon the high pla-
ces, that they are centinels on oeur pc-
litical Watch-Tower.

Our commercec, extending its whit-
ened clouds to every clime on the globe,
presents us with a profusion of the
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produfts of foreign lands. Altho’ in
j-opardy from the Barbarizns in the
Meditertanean sea, y<i there our iiag
pow floats triumphant, under the pro-
tetion of our infant Navy. Columbia’s
valizat seamen nave already chastised
their insolence ;—the peals of our thun-
dering cannon have already resounded

on the coast of Africa.

Blessed with a country expansive as
the ocean, fertile as the Garden of Eden,
we are capable of maintaining fifty mil-
lions of inhabitants. Here is offered a
peaceful asylum for oppressed Euro-
peans. WWe invite them with open
arms to the bosom of our country.
'l he peaceable emigrants from every
nation on the glede, will find in Amer-
icans the poweyrful protetors of human
nature. An ample field is here open
for the pursuits of agriculture. Forests
as yet unexplored, are to fall at the feet
of the axe-man as scldiers i a battle.—
During the late Euoropean contest, we
have cnjoyed a quiet slnmber, QOur
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agricuitural brethren have reaped the
advantage. Their habitations abound
i peace and plenty. Ceres has exien-
dcd in rich profusien, the bountiful
crop, the abundant harvest. Qur land
o’erflows with milk and honey.—In
fhort, fellow-countrymen, we have been
the grairery of Europe, and her distrac-
ted colonies.

Amerivans | Let not the sacred fire
of patriotism be extinguished in your
breasts ! Keep alive that public spirit
which charaéerised us in our Revola-
tionary ftruggle. Support, { beseech of
you, an cnergetic goverment. Alchio’
voung inyears, let us prove to the Uni-
verse that we are old in patriotisni.
Let us conviuce the world of our un-
bounded love of liberty, and of our
native land ;—thzt we will, in our
country’s cause, charge up to the very
cannon’s mouth in her defence; and
that wiatever nation may assail us, we
arce ready to step forth into the emibat-
ted foids to support the libestics and
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indepcndence of Columbia. Let us
recollect that our fathers have sct us
the noble example. Let us_rcimember
that with generous ardor, they secured
to us and to our posterity the blessings
of civil and rational liberty.

Abcve 2all let us bear in mind, and
implant it on our hearts, that it is the
duty of every good citizcen to support
the governnment of bhis country’s
choice. ILet us not dispise and con-
temn our rulers.  I.et usnot heapscur-
ril:ty and detraction on the fathers of
our common country. [Irepeatit, let
us be united. ¢ United we stand, di-
vided we fall.”

Ouar commerce 1a prosperity, our
manufactures flourishing, our agricul-
ture produoctive, and our citizens peace-
able friends to order, and rational gov-
sneut, we may defy the whole world te
conquer us.
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Pursuing this line of cendu&t with
steadtastness we shall everremain free
and independent. We may trininph-
antly chaunt,

¢ Columbians never, never, fhall be Jawes”’



