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At @ meeting of the Slanding Committee of the Washington Be-
nevolent Society at Cambridge, July 5, 1813 :—

“oted—That Messrs. Josian Moore, WiLLiam HiLLiARD,
and Jonas WyETH jun. be a committec to wait on the Rev.
Dr. HoLMEs, to express the thanks of the society for his pat-
riotic Address, delivered before them this day, and to request
a copy thereof for the press.

Attest, WILLIAM HILLIARD, Secr’y.

Cambridge, 7 July, 1813.
GENTLEMEN,

1r the Address, which T had the honour to deliver
hefore the WasHiNngToN BENEVOLENT SocIETY, so far corres-
ponded with their own patriotic principles and objeets, as to
receive their approhation, my highest wish is attained; yet, in
compliance with the Vote of the Soeiety, which you have so
obligingly expressed, I send you a copy of the Address, and
am, Gentlemen,

with much regard,
your friend and humble servant,
Messrs., Josian Mooreg, A. HOLMES.
} Conunittee.

Wirriam HiLvLiarp,
Jovas Wykrn, jun.



ADDRESS.

"T'wick in this temple, Fellow Citizens, have we
testified our respect to the ManN, whosc name you
bear. On receiving the tidings of his death, we here
mingled our tears, and sought guidance and solace
from the pDIvINE BEING, who had taken away from
us ¢ the mighty man, ard the man of war, the pru-
dent and the ancient, the honourable man, and the
counsellor.”” On the recommendation of Congress,
we socn after assembled here, ¢ to testify our griet
for his death,” and on that occasion his counsel was
fervently recommended. Twelve years have since
elapsed ; during which period, so great have been the
changes, and so interesting the events, as to render a
recurrence to the same character and counsel useful,
if not necessury. Whatever objections I may have
felt and offered to a renewed discussion of either top-
ic in this place; when it was considered, that it 1s
highly uscful to have the examples of the great aud
the good often exhibited, and the counscls of the wise
and the prudent often inculcated; when, too, it was
recollected, that many have descended to the grave
siuce the former solemnities, that we hLave since re-
ceived 4 large and respectable accession of citizcis,
and that a new gencration has risen up, which knew

not WASHINGTON ; it was believed to be butthe
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part of a good citizen, to attempt the service, which
you have been pleased to assign me.

Close is the connexion between our civil and re-
ligious interests ; and the same means are adapted to
the defence and promotion of both.  On the govern-
ment of a country, whatever may be its form, these
interests are, under God, essentially suspended. * Un-
der a frec, elective government, like our own, which
derives its chief support from public opinion and sen-
timent, it is of vital importance to have that opinion
founded on intelligence, and that sentiment animated
by public virtue. 1t is therefore,” as your own Con-
stitution declares, ¢ the duty of every citizen to use
his utmost ability to enlighten the understandings and
elevate the patriotism of his countrymen.”

Are the ministers of religion exempt from this
duty ? Are they not men, and citizens? Ought
they not to take as lively an interest in the virtue and
order, the peace and prosperity, of their country, as
other men? Will not their children, and their chil-
dren’s children, be as deeply affected by the preserva-
tion, or the loss, of the public liberty, by the purity, or
the depravation, of the public morals, as any other ?
Have they any interest, separate from that of their peo-
ple ? any thing to lose, if their country be kept free,
and prosperous, and happy ? any thing to gain, if it
become enslaved, impoverished, and ruined? Are
there no occasions, on which they ¢ also” may * show
their opinion,” respecting what is conducive to the
welfare of that community, of which they are mem-
bers, whose privileges they share with others, and
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with whose destinies their own are intimately and -
separably united?  Nothing, but Ignorance, could
have been made to believe, that they alone, of all the
frecborn citizens in a free and enlightened Republic,
have nothing to do with their country. Nothing, but
Faction, could have rendered suspicious their best en-
deavours to promote the common iatercst, or have
denounced those acts, which, had they been but per-
formed on her own sinister side, she would have loud-
ly applauded. Such ignorance, adverse alike to truc
religion and rational liberty, itis an object of your
association to enlighten ; such faction, dangcrous
alike to your altars and your firesides, it will be your
aim to allay. Who need despair of success in so
good a cause, if he make a fuir use of the example and
the counsel of WASHINGTON ?

Let me, then, on this great National Anniversary,
present to your view his example for imitation, his
counsel for observance.

You have declared, that, “as a citizen, mag-
istrate, and statesman,” you ““ belicve him to be &
model to his countrymen. In him,” you Lave justly
remarked, ¢ the republicun virtues seem to have hewn
embodied.  Him, therefore,” yvou * proposc as”
your “safe point of union, and the brightest cxample
of political rectitude.”

His virtues, as a citizen, might first be distinetls
presented to your view, were they not intimatcly
blended with those of the hero and ihic statcsman.
Early called into the public service of Lis country,
and devoted to it during a great proportion of lis
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life, he can scarcely be charazterized as a private man,
Born, not for himself, but for the world, he was sel-
dom scen, but on that great theatre, where it was the
will of Heaven that his talents and his virtues should
be at once disclosed and employed.  His portraiture
must exhibit him, either in the habliments of war,
or in the robes of office. But in whatever character,
or attitude, or drapery, he be exhibited, the distinc-
tive lines of the original may be traced.  Neither the
man, nor the citizen, is lost in the soldier, or the
statesman. Wherever, then, we find exemplified in
him those virtues, which become the citizen, let us
scize them for imitation.

I, first, invite your attention to his activity and
diligence. These virtues—for such they are, when
rightly directed—werc observed in the youth; how
eminently did they distinguish the man! *¢ His youth
was employed in useful industry.”  Had not the hab-
it of diligent application been thus early formed, it
were impossible, that he should have made ihose ac-
quisitions of useful knowledge, which prepared him.
for public life; or, that he should have been able, or
willing, to submit to those services, which required
the most persevering and unwecaried diligence.

The activity of his mind was an ecarly and indeli-
ble feature of it. The prowmptitude with which he
undertook any important duty or service, and the live-
ly, vigorous, interesting manner in which he always
pursued it, if practicable, to its entire completion,
prove, that he was peculiarly formed for action. It
was by the union of activity with diligence, that he
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performed so much for the benefit of the present, and
for the admiration of every future age.

Let me, next, ask your attention to his regu-
larity and exactness. He lived by rule; he acted on
system: Not such rule, as an eccentric mind would
devise ; not such system, as a visionary theorist would
project.  Both were the dictates of intelligence, guid-
ed by principle. He was regular in his manner of
living, regular in the management of his own affairs,
regular in the transaction of public business. By a
judiciovs distribution of his time, by an assignment
of the proper duties to each division of it, and by a
seasonable attention to whatever was appropiiate to
each, he was enabled to accompiish what otherwise
had been totally iimpracticable.  The happy influence
of this regularity was visible in every thing. He was
temperate in his diet, and preserved a sound mind in
a sound body. In private life, within, he presented
the declightful picture of a well regulated family ;
without, a fine example of a well cultivated plantation,
In public life, he was punctual to his appointments, and
exact to his engagements. Instcad of that perturba-
tion and contusion, which, in diihcult and complex
labours and duties, are perpetually betrayed by the
immethodical and desultory, he was calm and collect-
ed, cquable and composed. Undcer his direction,
every person was Kept in his proper sphere, every thing,
m its proper place. All was order, perspicuity, and
precision. |

His fortitude and prudence, next, demand your
attention.  The greatness of his mind was never
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shown more strikingly, than by the firmness with
which he endured calamities, or encountered dangers.
In the various instainces of privation or distress, in
which he suflcred, either personally, or in deep sympa-
thy with a suffering soldiery or an afflicted country,
how unbroken was his resolution, how erect his spir-
its! The most adverse event shook not his constan-
cy; the most calamitous, drove him not to despair.
What image can illustrate thc majesty of his uncon-
querable mind? The rock in the ocean, beaten by
the surging waves, yet lifting above them its majestic
head, and remaining immoveable.

The same fortitude, which was so admirably ex-
emplified in the endurance of suffcring, was not less
shown in encountering danger, WASHINGTON
was a stranger to fear. In the juvenile enterprise to
the Ohio, through a trackless descrt, to remonstrate
against the French encroachiments; in the repeated
actions in which he was engaged during the succeed-
ing war, especially at the memorable defeat of Brad-
dock ; and in his numerous exposures in the revelu-
tionary war, particularly at Long Island, New York,
White Plains, Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, Ger-

iantown, and Monmouth, he gave ample proofs of
his active courage, and invincible fortitude. If his
general policy was. to weaken and exhaust the enemy
by delay ; it was a policy that origirated, not from ti-
midity, but from a clear discernment of what was
most conducive to the public safcty. ¢ He has been
termed the American Fabius; but,” his biographer
reriarks, ¢ those who comypare his actions with his
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means, will perceive at least as much of Marcellus, as
of Fabius, in his character.”

His resemblance, however, to this last named Ro-
man general, reminds us of his prudence. For this
most useful and necessary virtue he was not less dis-
tinguished, than for his valour. It was this, which at
once regulated and tempered his courage, and prevent-
ed those rash acts, or desperate mcasures, which
would equally have endangered himself and his coun-
try. Had he aimed at personal glory, he would have
attempted more, and performed less. In the hands of
a proud or impetuous warrior, his sword, which vindi-
cated our liberties, might have destroyed thein. In
the hands of an ambitious or unprincipled ruler, his
power, which guarded our freedom, and promoted
our prosperity, might have e¢ncroached on our rights,
involved us in domestic or foreign wars, and reduced
us to poverty and slaviry. It was his prudence—
that practical wisdom which alone deserves the name—
prudence, nicely adjusting the means to thie end, and
that end the welfare of his country, which preeminent-
ly qualified him to command our armies, and to pre-
side over our nation. It was by this he conducted
the one to victory, and the other to prosperity aud glo-
Iy.

His integrity and egnuity next ask your att~ntion,
His views appear to have been uniformly directed to
worthy objects, and his motives to have been upright.
Alike superior to the passion for gain and for honour,
he was equally incapable of bribery, and unsusceptible

of flattery. Integrity preserved him from those un-
2
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hallowe} influences, which, in the general of an army,
or in the rulcr of anation, are oiten fatal.  * No man,”’
says his biographer, ¢ Lias ever appearcd upon the the-
atre of public action, whose integrity was more incor-
ruptible, or whose principles were more perfectly free
from the contamination of those seifish and unworthy
passions, which find their nourishment in the conflicts
of party. Having no views which required conceal-
ment, his real and avowed motives were the same ; and’
his whole correspondence does not furnish a single
case from which even an enemy would infer that he
was capable, under any circumstances, of stooping to
the employment of duplicity. His ends were always
upright, and his meuns always pure. He exhibits the
rare example of a politician, to whom wiles were ab-
solutely unknown, and whose professions to foreign
governments and to his own countrymen were always
sincere. In him was fully exemplified the real dis-
tinction which forever exists between wisdom and
cunning, and the importance as well as truth of the
maxim, that honesty is the best policy.” When so-
licited by a friend to accept the presidency, in what
clear and forcible language did he express his in-
flexible resolution, in case of its acceptance, to hold
fast his integrity ! Though I prize as I ought the
;rood o[ﬁl{iml o Wy fellow citizens, yet, if:I know my-
self, I would not seck or retain popularity at the ex-
pense of one social cuty, or moral virtue. While dc?-
ing what my conscience informed me was right, as it
respected my God, my country, and mysclf, 1 could
despise all the party clamour and unjust censure



11

which must be expected.” How similar his language,
after his conclusion to accept the presidency ! ¢ lam
scnsible that I am embarking the voice of the people
and a good name of my own on this voyage; but
what returns will be made for them, Heaven alone can
foretell. .. Integrity and firmness are all I can prom.
ise; these, be the voyage long or short, shall never
forsake me, although I may be deserted by all men;
for of the consolations which are derived from these,
under any circumstances, the world cannot deprive
me.”’

With such consummate integrity must have been
closely connected a high sense of the obligations of
justice, and a profound regard to the rules of equity.
Rarely is that sacred precept of our holy religion,
Render to all their due, so fully cxemplified, as it was
in the private life and public administrations of
WASHINGTON. We witnessed its observance in
his equitable treatment of the soldiers, while in the
army, and of the citzens, while in the presidency.
His justice precluded that partiality and favouritism,
which are at once injurious to merit, and discouraging
to cftort; and which, by repressing emulation, and ex-
citing envy, are of the most baneful tendency 1n a re-
public. His appointments to pluces of public trust
were regulated by a regard to capacity, integrity, and
services actually rendered to the country.  Instead of
making them mercly auxiliary to lus personal interest,
or to the purposes of a party, he felt his responsibility,
in the exercise of so high a prerogative, and consulted
the interests of the pecople, from whoin he derived it.

e
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fn his treatment of foreign nations, his rectitude was
visible in his impariality. Predilection for one na-
tion, and antipathy to another, had no influencc on
measures, which had for their object the welfare of
his own. Such biases he spurned, as unworthy of a
public ruler, and not less degrading than dangerous to
an independent people.  Bencfits, occasionally receiv-
ed from one nation, he would never allow, when the
debt was cancelled, to demand, in the guise of grati-
tude, such returns, as could not be made without the
surrender of public liberty ; injuries, occasionally in-
flicted by another, he would never consider as unpar-
donable, after reparation. He held all nations, as our
own Declaration of Independence teaches us to hold
them, “encmies in war ; in peace, friends.”” Hence,
he hesitated not to form a treaty of amity, commerce,
and navigation with Great Britain, though lately an
enemy ; nor to gird on his sword for an expected war
with France, though lately a friend and ally. It was
this profound regard to justice, united with his most
exemplary candour and fairness, moderation and
magnanimity, that, dispelling passion and prejudice,
influenced him to a course of political conduct, which
all potentates must admire, but which few, alas, will
ever imitate. 'This 1s the Sublime of Virtue, which
is sometimes delineated by the moral painter, but in
him was seen in real life,

We ask your farther attention to his patriotism
and his piety. The one appeared in his numerous
and disinterested services to his country; the other,
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in his uniform respect to the providence and govern.-
ment, to the worship and laws of God.

Of his patriotism we derive not the evidence from
words, but from things; not from profession, but
from action; not from promise, but from perform-
ance. It was most remacte from that spurious virtue,
which assumes the garb, and uses the language, of the
fair original, for selfish or sinister purposes. How
many pretended patriots were boisterously declaim-
ing about liberty, while he was fighting for it! How
many obtruded themselves upon public notice, by
calling themselves the friends of the people, while he,
without assuming the title, was proving himself in the
highest degree worthy of it, by his most laborious,
and perilous services for their prosperity and happi-
ness! How many of these friends of the people, by
awakening their jealousies, and imposing on their cre-
dulity, were aiming to shake their confidence in the
Father of his country, to render suspicious his pater-
nal administration, to produce changes in the govern-
ment favourable to their own views, and to obtain
those lucrative offices, to which they had no claim by
merit ; while he was devoting all his energies to the
common good, without desiring, without accepting,
compensation! While these patriots flattered the pco-
ple, but to betray them, he was resolutcly pursuing
measures for their benefit, at the risk of their displea-
surc.  ““If,” said he, speaking of his expected en-
trance on the presidency, “If I know my own heart,
nothing short of a conviction of duty, will induce me
again to take a part in public affairs: and in that
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case, if I can form a plan for my own conduct, my en-
deavours shall be unremittingly exerted (cven at the
hazard of former fiime, or present popularity) to extri-
cate my country from the embarrassments in which
it is entangled through want of credit; and to estab.
lish a general system of policy, which, if pursued,
will ensure permanent felicity to the commonwealth.”
That pledge was given in a letter to a private f{riend,
with all the delicacy and modesty which belonged to
his character ; but it was redeemed in the face of the
world. 'The appointment of an envoy extraordinary
to the court of London, was unquestionably made
in the full perception of that censure, which it brought
on his administration; {or it was in opposition to
opinions openly and ardently avowed, and with the
knowledge of * the extremity to which the passions
and contests of the moment had carried, not only the
great mass, but even mcen who possessed great talents
and influence. But,” as his biographer justly ob-
serves on this occasion, ¢ it is the province of real pat.
riotism to consult the utility more than the popularity
of a measure ; and not to shrink from the path of du-
ty, because it is becoming rugged.” Time has prov-
ed, not his patriotism mercly, but his wisdom in reso.
lutely putting his signaturc to a treaty, which, though
at first pronounced ¢ pregnant with evil,” was eventual.
ly productive of our national opulence and prosperity.
His policy was purely American; neither influenced
Ly any party at home, nor controuled by any power
abroad. What he was once compelied to say in his
own defencee, every page of his history proves to have
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been true, ¢ That he was no party man himself, and
that the first wish of his heart was, if partics did exist,
to rcconcile them.”  All he desired was, that his
country might be free, virtuous, and happy. Lo the
promotion of her best interests the greatest and best
part of his liie was devoted ; and what the historian has
said of the purity of his virtue, may be as justly said
of his patrictism, *“that it was not only untainted, but
unsuspected.”

His numerous and distinguished virtues were dig-
nified and adorned by picty. The being and perfec-
tions, tne providence and government of God, he most
firmly bclieved, and most devoutly acknowledged.
How uniformly did he implore the divine guidance
and blessing, in all his important labours and enter-
prises in the service of his country ! How invariably
did he ascribe the success of his arms, and the prosper-
ous 1ssue of his counsels and measurcs, to the Al-
mighty ! How unequivocally did he bear his testimo-
ny to the divine origin and propitious influence of
Chiistianity ; and with what solemnity and pathos did
he urge the observance of its dutics, from a regurd to
the example of Jesus Christ, i*s divine Author! I
cannot suppress one ¢xample of his prayers—a happy
spccimen of his piety and patriotism, and a striking
proof that both were founded on the basis of the Gos-
pel. It closes his adiirable address to the Govern-
ors of the several States, at the conclusion of the reve-
lutionary war: “I now make it my carnest praver,
that God would have you, and the statc over which
you presidc, in his holy protection, that he weuld in-
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cline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of
subordination and obedience to government ; to en-
tertain a brotherly affection and love for one another,
for their fellow citizens of the United Stutes at large,
and particularly for their brethren who have served in
the field; and finally, that he would most graciously
be pleased to dispose us ali todo justice, to love mer-
¢y, aud to demean ourselves with that charity, humil-
ity, and pacific temper of mind, which were the char-
acteristics of the Divine Author of our blessed reli-
gion; without an humble imitation of whose example
in these things we can never hope to be a happy na-
tion.”” "That Christian morality, which he so fervent-
ly implored for others, he himself exemplified. Its
basis was picty. Of his regular attendance on the
public worship of God, when the duties of his military
station admitted, some of my present hearers were wit-
nesses. In this very temple, in that very seat, you
have seen him, with the solemn air and reverent de-
portment, which become the devout worshippcer, unit-
ing in the devotions, and listening to the instructions,
of this house of prayer. While he was careful to
render to all men their due; he was no less careful
‘1o render to Gonb the things which are Gop’s.”

Such was WASHINGTON! Well might his
successor in the presidency say, on the melancholy
occasion of his death: ¢ His example is now com-
plete; and it will teach wisdom and virtue to magis-
trates, citizens, and men, not only in the present age,
but m future generations, as long as our history shall
be read.”
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To you, Fellow Citizens, this cxample is now re-
spectfully presented. It is the model of your own
selection. Copy it; and you will become formed to
good magistrates, good citizens, and good men.  The
virtues of WASHINGTON were of that general
character, that readily admit individual imitation.
Had they been peculiar to the soldicer, or the states-
man, you might have had no occasion for them; had
they been exclusively vast and majestic, you might
have admired without daring to imitute ther.

It is as men and citizens, that you are invited to
follow the example of the man, “first in war, first in
peace, and first in the hearts of his fellow citizens.”
In urging this imitation, we are virtually complying
with his own injunction.  ““ L.ct an attention,” said he,
“to the cheerful performance of their proper business
as individuals, and as members of society, be carncest-
ly inculcated on the citizens of Amcrica.” By the
authority of WASHINGTON, therciore, we incul-
cate on you, Fellow Citizens, activity and diligence, in
your proper business; regularity and exuctness; for-
titude and prudence; patriotism and picty. These
were the virtues, which rendered that illustrious man
most estimable in private life, most useful in public.
These were the virtues, which inspired the confidence
of a nation in him, both in the ficld, and in the cabinet ;
which qualified him to render the most important servi-
ces to his country, and to mankind; which procured for
him the gratitude and affection of his own countrymen,
and the respect and admiration of the world. These

were the virtues, which, above all, imparted to him peace
3
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in life, hope in death, and, we trust, prepared him, after
the fleeting honours of time, for, “a crown of glory
that fadeth not away.”  While then the name of
WASHINGTON is displayed on your standards,
let his virtues be inscribed on your hearts,  Show us his
“‘ image and supcrscription,” and you will be acknowl-
edged as bis sons.  You will thus reflect lustre on his
name, and derive it to your own. You will thus be
good citizens, good men, and, if called into the service
of vour country, good soldiers, good patriots, good
statesmen : and yours will not be the fault, if that IN-
DEPENDENCE, which, together with its great As-
serter and Defender, we this day commemorate,
should not be transmitted to the latest posterity.

'The counsel of WASHINGTON should now
claim our attention—but it has just been given you
in his ewn words. His aDpprEss to the People of
the United States shows rulers those maxims of poli-
tical wisdom, which governed his own administration ;
and people, those lessons of moral and political instruc-
tion, which experience and reflection taught him to be
of the first importance to their prosperity and happi-
ness. That Address, worthy to be written in letters
of gold, is read in our schools, and forms a part of
our republican education. CniLprex! read, study,
recite it.  Let it be deeply engraven on your memo-
ries, and indelibly impressed on your hearts.  Follow
its counsels, and you may hope to inherit that liberty,
which it so admirably tcaches us how to value, and
how to preserve.  Younc Men! Have you already
learned 1ts salutary lessons? Prepare to practise
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them; for on you, at no distant time, will devolve the
care, on you possibly may be suspended the liberties,
of your country. MEN, BRETHREN, and FATHERS!
The association you have formed, and the badge you
have assumed, sufficiently proclaim you the friends of
WASHINGTON, and the advecates for his policy.
It is ncedful only to exhort you to be true to your
principles, and te c¢xert yoursclves with a steady, en-
lizhtened, and not intolcrant zeal, to diituse their in-
Ruence. It was the remembrance of the prosperity
and happiness, enjoyed under the administration of
the first President, that induced you to revive its spir-
it, and to recur to its priuctples. The propitious cf-
fects of his administration cannot be better expressed
than in your own words: * Qur forcign relations,
under his auspices, were managed with firmness, im-
partiality, and spirit; and at the same time with a
temper so couciliatory, peaceful, and just, that fureign
nations were deprived of all cause of complaint, re-
proach, or contempt. The domestic polity of his
administration aflorded cqual protection and freedom
of enterprise to all sections of country, and all classes
of citizens. The result was, national prosperity, na-
tional honour, and national happiness.”

Exactly the reverse of this pleasing but just picture,
is the present condition of our country ; and it is for
the people to inquire into its cause. The right of
such inquiry is essential to a republican government.
Its exercise ought, indeed, to be regulated by due res-
pect to the constituted authoritics, and never to tres-
pass the bounds of constitutional liberty. Accordingly
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as it is legitimately used, or wantonly abused, itisa
fire, that either tries as an ordeal, or wastes as a
conflagration. The right itself, and the expedicncy of
using it, are well stated in your Constitution. ¢ Free-
ly to examine and discuss the principles of our gov-
crnment and the public conduct of our magistrates is
right, as well as expedient : right, as tending to pro-
ducc just notions of measures and men ; and expedi-
ent, as affording a most salutary check and restraint on
any pernicious course of policy, projected or adopted.”

A magnanimous example of such inquiry has been
recently presented to you in an official communication
of the CH1EF MagisTRATE of this Commonwealth ;
—a man, whose private virtues, and political integrity,
have raised him, like WASHINGTON, not above
reproach merely, but above suspicion. What respect
1s due to the example, what deference to the opinions,
of a rulcr, eminent for a discriminating judgment
and a dispassionate temper ; for incomparable mod-
eration and inflexible firmness; for disinterested pat-
riotism and exemplary picty ! He has deliberately, and
under the solemnity of an oath, given you, from facts
clearly stated and submitted to the understanding of
every member of the community, such a view of the
grounds and origin of the present war, as may con-
strain you to question its necessity, its policy, and
even 1its equity.

The mere Declaration of War affects neither the
right, nor the duty, to inquire into the origin of it;
when, especially, its justice is seriously doubted by ve-
ry many of the people, whose blood and treasure ar¢
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to support it, and as scriously denied by very many of
the wisest and best statesmen and rulers in the nation.
If we will not inquire, we may not ouly be accessory
to our own misery and ruin, but to the wanton ¢ftusion
of human blood—Dblood, that may cry to heaven from
the ground for vengeance. 1If, on due inquiry, you are
convinced that it is a just and necessary war, prove
your patriotism by giving it your voluutary support ;
if not convinced, either of its necessity or justice, you
will by no means voluntarily encourage it, but use all
constitutional means to bring it to a speedy conclusion,

That most wars are unnecessary, and thercfore un.
justifiable, the history of the world plainly shows us.
"The inspircd volume ascribes their origin to the unhal-
lowcd lusts and passions of men.  Republics, no less
than despotic governments, have been addicted to war,
from the lust of gain, a passion for glory, or some un-
hallowed motives, equally hostile to their prosperity, and
dangerous to their hberties. ¢ The constitution of
Sparta was excellently framed for promoting peace,
virtue, and concord ; but when the people began to
alm at conquest, and to extend their dominions by
force of arms, contrary to the intentions of Lycurgas,
who thought such acquisitions of no importance to a
state, the consequence was disgrace and ruin.”  How
many free states have been ruined by the same means !

Awzre of this very danger to our republic, WASH-
INGTON has admonished us, ¢ That the govern-
ment,”” uader such constitutions as curs, ¢ somctimes
participates in the national propensity”’ to war,  and
adopts through passion what reason would raject ;™



22

that, “ at other times, 1t makes the animosity of the na-
tion subservient to projects of hostility, instigated by
pride, ambition, and other sinister and pernicious mo-
tives;”” and that * the peace often, sometimes perhaps
the liberty, of nations has been the victim.” Wheth.
er ke would ever have sacrificed our peace, or hazard-
cd our liberties, from any considerations, not far more
imperious than those alleged as the ground of che pre-
sent war, you may conclude, with moral certainty,
from his avowed principles, and his pacific administra-
tion. His early Proclamation of Neutrality was the
first instrument and harbinger of the continuance of
our peace and prosperity. An impartial maintenance
of a neutral position long preserved us from a partici-
pation in those wars, which were deluging Europe with
blood; and gave us all the advantages of a neutral
and commercial nation. Of what incalculable value
was that neutrality to a people, that had just been strug-
gling for liberty and independence ! Itreplenished the
national treasury ; furnished means for reducing or
extinguishing the hcavy debt, contracted by a long
and expensive war; cstablished public credit; pro-
cured respect from abroad ; and gave security, pros-
perity, and contentment at home.

Whence the stupendous change in our condition ?
“Why,” to use the language of WASHINGTON,
did we ¢ forego the advantages of so peculiar a situa-
tion? Why quit our own, to stand upon foreign
ground ? Why, by interweaving our destiny with that
of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and prosper-
ity m the toils of European ambition, rivalship, inter-
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est, humour, or caprice 2> Is it not, alas, too evident,
that the ncutral balance has long been broken? Have
not  antipathy against one nation,”” and ¢ sympathy
for the favourite nation,” been systematically cherish-
ed? and have not precisely the evils, which WASH.-
INGTON predicted, and against which he faithfully
forewarned us, ensued? Docs not the almost miracu-
culous interposition of Divine Providence, in the de-
liverance of Russia, and the reduction of an enormous
military power, wiich threatened the liberties of the
whole world, seem alone to have protracted the des-
tines of ¢ the two Americas ?”’

The European war, has now assumed a new
and mcre auspicious aspect, which gives the peo-
ple of the United States a favourable moment to in-
quire into the origin of their own. The indepen-
dent legislators of Massachusctts have made their
inquiry, and borne their testimony against it in a
Remonstrance, which breathes the genuine spirit of
the fathers of New Iingland.  The friends of lib-
erty in the National k gislature are drawing aside the
vail, which has so long concealed from the people the
mysteries of foreign diplomacy.  Should those mys-
teries be disclosed to them, they will then leara, if we
have placed the offct before the cause, how to put the
cause before the cflcct; they will learn, whether we
repealed our noniutercourse law in favour of France,
because France had repealed her edicts, or, whether
those edicts were repealed, because we had endcav-
oured at least to “ cause our maritime rights to be re-
spected.” Then, 100, they may think it proper to in-
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quire, whether an invisible decree, locked up in the
bureau of a Freach or of an American minister, or
wherever concealed, had full force and authority, a
year before its disclosure, or, whether the Berlin and
Milan decrees, which that was to repeal, were all the
while in force, and, as their imperial author declared,
“ the fundamental la:v of his empiie ;”’ whether, if the
British orders in council were, as our government al-
leged, the principal cause of the war, the revocation
of those orders, exactly at the time, and on the condi-
tion, that had been uniformly promised, that is, when-
ever the French decrees should be repealed, affected
not the question of the necessity, or justice, of the con.
tinuance of the war; whether it was either a prudent
or a consistent scheme, systematically to reduce our
naval establishment, and as systematically to rise in our
commercial claims ; to adopt first a Chinese policy,
and next, when, under itsrestrictive fluence, the na-
tion had become drained of its spirit, and ““settled on
its lees,” *o issue a Declaration of War, instantly ex-
posing our whole maritime frontier, from the St.
Croix to the St. Mary’s, to the depredations of a most
formidable navy, and our whole inkind frontier, from
Michigan to New Orleans, to the incursions of the
savages of the wilderness ; whether, be our commer-
cial claims what they may, it was wise to assert and
vindicate them by force, in the infuncy of our repub-
lic, with such immense disparity of naval means, com-
pared with those of our adversary, and at the hazard of
an ultimate abridgment of the very rights in ques-
tion, or, whether it had been wiser to follow the
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example of WASHINGTON, whosc ¢ predominant
motive,” in maintaining a peaceful neutrality, was ¢ to
endeavour to gain time to our country to scttle and
mature its yet recent institutions, and to progress,
without interruption, to that degrce of strength and
consistency, which is necessary to give it, humanly
speaking, the command of its own fortunes ;”” whcth-
er, if there were sufficient cause of war with the two
great belligerent nations, we sclected, for our enemy,
the one, which was first in violating our ncutral rights,
or the one, whosc violations were subsequent in time,
and designed as mcre retaliation on her enemy ; the
one, which had done us the most atrocious injurics,
with the additional provocation of insolence and con-
tempt, or the onc, whose injuries were less flagrant,
and the most serious of which were disavowed and re-
paired by its government ; the one, which has treated
our complaints cither with sullen arnd indi;nant si-
lence, or with open and impericus disdain, or the one,
which has been uniformly decorous in expressing re-
grets for the necessity imposed on it of infringing our
neutral rights, and a disposition for un amicable ad-
justment of all differences; whether there was good
and sufficient reason for maintaining amity with that
offending nation, which is most alien from us, in ori-
gin, language, religion, government, laws, habits, man-
ners, every thing, and for waging war with the one,
which has the most natural aflinities with us, is most
congenial in character and feeling, most assimilated to
us 1n whatever can be called natiozal, whose interests

are most conformable with our own,and in whose keep-
4
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ing are the sepulchres of our fathers; whether it be-
came us to bind more closely our ties to the nation,
which has scarcely emerged from atheism, whose gov-
ernment, within our fresh remembrance, decreed,
“That there 1s no Gob, and that death is an eternal
sleep,”” and violently to sever all connexion with the
one, which is the palladium of our holy religion against
atheism and infidelity, and which is at thias moment, with
a zeal that would have done honour to the apostolic
age, sending the Bible to the remotest nations ; wheth-
er the people are called upon to expend their hives and
fortunes, and to pledge their sacred honour, in defence
of their most important rights, or in a war of aggression,
cither to enlarge their own territories, or to obtain a
peace offering for a sovereign, who ¢ wants” a colony
that was wrested from the Bourbons, ““and must have
it ;” whether, in one word, by asserting our rights
with firmness and seeking peace with sincerity, it
were possible to have established our just claims by
negotiation, or whether the decision of them by the
sword, with a solemn appeal to the Arbiter and Judge
of the world, was absolutely inevitable.

In the mean time, and in any event, Ict every cit-
izen do bis duty. In this perilous and eventful crisis,
when, not the subject of war merely, but many ques.
tions of high and fearful import are agitated, and
the rights of the commercial states, if not the union of
the whole, are endangered let those men be entrusted
with the conduct of affuirs in the State and in the Na-
tion, who sre entitled to so high a confidence. Let
the eyes of the peuple be “on the fatiful of the land.”
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if an abandonment of the Washington policy be

the cause of our present calamities: in the name of
Humaenity, Patriotism, and all that is dear to us, let it
be resumed. The friends of that policy are the real
friends of the People. Alrcady have they done much to
guard their liberties from encroachment, and to them,

under Gobp. we owe our present security. Our ru-

lers, of the Washington school, by refusing to surren-

der a right, which the Constitution of the Common-

wealth secures to the citizens, and which has never

been transferred or alienated, have proved that we yet
have a subsiantial portion of that Independence, which
we this day celebrate. The citizens, by choosing,

“ in the independent exerciscof the clective franchisc,”

those very rulers, have at once proved themselves

worthy of thut Independence, and given an august ¢x-

ample of what can be cffected by THE MAjJEsTY oF

THE PEOPLE. May their future efforts be crowned

with equal success. SONS OF WASHINGTON'!

Do your duty, and we may yet be frec, prosperous,

and happy. Never despair of the Commonwealth,

Do your duty, and Gob will save it.

May you, Fellow Citizens, who here first hailed
WASHINGTON as the military Chicf, he the last
to forget him as the Father of his country. May you,
who hcre witnessed and shared the first fruits of his
valour, be the last to forget the counscis of Lis wis-
dom. May you, who here had the opportunity of
observing him as the man and the citizen, never losc
the influence of his fair example. May this Town,
which had the honour of being his first head quarters
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1.4 the war for Independence, have the greater honour
of being tlie permanent abode of his principles. May
this first repository of his arms, be the perpetual res.
idence of his virtucs. May the children, who shall
be bern here, to the latest generation, be rouscd to
freedom, and animated to virtue, when pointed to
vonder spot, and told, THEREF, DVWELT WASH.
INGTON.



