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ORATION. e

FELLOW CITIZENS,

T

WE bave aflembled, for the firft time in thisplace,
to celebrate 1n a public and focial manner the birth day
of our Nation. A day which while 1t gladdens the beart,
ought ta excite the gratitude of every friend of freedom.
The caufes which led to this glorious event, the diftreffes
which attended its accomplithment, the heroic virtue, and
patriotifm which it brought into a&ion have been ably
and ftrikingly portraycd by the orater, the poet and the
h:ftorian. To cne of my limited capacity, the fubject
{feems nearly exhaufted, its teauties and pleafures have
become familiar, and its magnitude feems diminifhed, by
a frequent repetition of its important events. -

The oppofition to oppreflive taxation, the refiitance at
Lexington, the carnage at Bunker- Hill, the battles of Bexn-
nington, Monmouth and Guilford, the conquefts at Sara-
toga, Trenton, Princeton and York Town, were glorious
achievements in our revolution, which are famihar to all,
and 1n the relation of which the Schoolboy might antici-
pate the orator in his ideas and expreffions.

Permit me then on this occafion to ftep afide from this
well beaten path to enumeratg fome of the priviliges re-
fulting from the revolution, point out fome of the dan-
gers to which they are expofed, and prefcribe means by
which, in my humble opinion, they may be preferved.
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It has been the misfortune of other nations, who boaft
of priviliges fimilar to ours, that they owe their civi! con-
ftitutions to accident, treachery, viclence or oppreflicn.
From the fltorms and convalfions, which bave agitated
their Commonwealth, fome veftiges of liberty have been
preferved ; and while thefe remain a refuge for the wea.
ry and opprefled, tyranny is placed in the wvicinity to
warn the citizen that his liberty is a delufion. But in the
fpint of wildom and conceffion, ou: fathers met and
framed the State and Federal conftitutions, on the fure
foundation of juftice and rational freedom.

By thefe, the lives, liberty and property of the citizens
are guarded, with the moft anxious folicitude ; merit is
the paffport to honour, and the higheft office is accefible
to the loweft citizen. Capital pucithments are never in-
flited but for acks, which evince a toial depravity de-

ftru&tive of the fociety of which the offender is 2 mem--

ber. Our Judges are wife, impartial and independent of
the executive §epartmcnt. Our Juries are fele&ed by
Jot of the moft virtuous of our neighbours. We have a
nght to meet our accufers and be heard by ourfelves or
our counfel in our defence. Our property cannot be tak-
en for public ufes, without an equivalent ; nor taxes im-
pofed witbout the confent of our reprefentatives. The
military is always to be in fubjection to the civi! authon-
ty ; and the right to worfhip the Great Creator and Gov-
ernor of the Univerfe, agreeably to the dictates of our
own confciences, is facredly guarded and fecured.

An cnumeration of thefe privileges, ought, on this oc-
cafion, to warm our hearts with gratitude, to that Being
who made and governs us, that he has caft our lot in this
age and this country. If we look back but few years,
America was a vaft and dreary wildernefs. Where are
now to be heard the found of induftry, joy and plenty, were
once the hedious war whoop, and the fhrieks of tortured
victims. In the place where we are now aflembled, dedi-

. [
S AT S VR SRS  cvu _ st iiate SRR




[ 5 ]

cated to God and bis religion, perhaps, within the memo-
gy of man, the relentlefs favage amufed himfelf with in-
flicting a lingering death on his captive, and fatmted his
thirft with human blood. Within the recollection of
moft of us, our country has been involved in all the hor-
rors of war. A war, unnatural in its origin, diftrefling in
its progrefs, but glorious in its refult.  For more than
twenty years, we have witnefled in Esnrape, a feries of the
moft cruel, vindictive and exterminating wars. Dnring
thefe fanguinary conflicts, we have ftood aloof, {carcely
contented with being fpectators of the fcene. The
French Revolution has, in the name of liberty, defolat-
ed Emrope proftrated her pro{perity and independence,
and well nigh, {wept every veftige of freedom trom the
earth. -

While' we celebrate this day, and recount the events
which gave it birth, while we rejoice that we are fo far
removed from the tempeft of wars, and can hear its thon-
ders roar, and fee its lightnings flath at a diftance, with fo
little apprehenfion of danger to ourfelves ; 1t is, never-
thelefs impoffible that we (hould view thefe defolations
with indifference. It feems as if flavery or death were
the fate of man. The tyrant of Europe 1s {atiating his
vengeance with the blood of millions. Republics are an--
~ nihilated, Kingdoms and Empires are torn afunder and
parcelled out ameng relations and favourites with as lit-
tle ceremony as we fhould divide a paltry eftate. Na-
tions ftruggling for liberty are crufhed in a day and the
juftice of their caufe affords them no proteétion, againft
the flaves of power and hirelings of defpoti{m. _

But {=cure as we are from thefe dangersand diftrefles,
it is queitionable, if in our profperity we have not be-
come proud,infolent and depraved ; if peace has not
affodred an cpportunity for the feeds of party [piritto ve-
gitate, until tixe hbertics of* our country have been well .

nigh deftroyed.
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It has been the misfortune of republics that profpersty
has proved fatal to liberty. A free nation at peace, prof-
perous and happy becomes indifferent to her effential
rights, gives way to the deftrutive and poifonous in-
fluence of party fpirit, until fome fortunate chief, grown
popular, perhaps, from his vices, afflumes the fupreme
command, and enflaves the people in the name of repub-
licanifm. 'That fuch has been the fate of all other repub-
lics, the page of hiftory bears ample and melancholy °
teftimony. America ftands the folitary exception, the
{ole furvivor of this malignant, peftilential and fatal dif-
order. There was a well grounded hope, that, 1nftruc-
ed by the folly, as well as wifdom of her predeceflors, fhe
would have aveided their fate. Situated at a diftancs
from the corruptions of Europe, inured to republican
habits and inftitutions from ber firft colonization, taught
by the moft practical and illuftrious repubiicar, that ever
exifted, we bad much to hope and very little to fear.
By eftablithing the Federal and -State Conftitutions we
{eemed to have pafled 2hs crifis. - Every eflential liberty
was there fecured, and the pracice appeared eafy and fafe.

But notwithftanding the refult of the revolution ; not-
withftanding the conftitutions which fecured to us its
bleffings ; in fpite of the precepts and examples of the
immortal Wafkington, party {pirit bas vifited our country,
intruded 1tfelf into our councils, Paralized the energies
and proftrated the honour of the United States. Teuds
and animofities have been foftered with fuccefs, and party
zeal has been the only paffport to honour and prefer-
ment. Thefe unmeaning, but fatal difin&ioas, have
encouraged the corrupt and ambitious to {eek promotion,
driven the honeft and intelligent into retirement, and
placed men in high, important and refponfible offices who
had nothing but their vices or their ftupidity to recom-
mend them. | '

In a government originating with the people and at
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all times fubje@ to their controul, a difference of opinion
is a neceffary confequence of the * right of free enquiry.”
If properly exercifed, and reafonably reftrained it is inno-
cent if not beneficial. But 1t is, too often converted 1n-
to an engine of fraud and oppreflion. Popular and am-
bitious leaders find it for their intereft to excite the heat
and virulence of party, to denounce their opponents by
approbrious names and delude their followers by promifes
and flattery, until mcunted on their thoulders they can
ride inte office and fecure the emoluments. When this
is effe@ed the people are forgotten, |

It 1s for you Fellow Citizens, to guard and protect
your privileges acquired by the blood of your anceftors
and confirmed by the State and Federal Conftitutions.
Act with independence and fidelity in the exercife of
your eleGtive rights and your liberties will be perpetuat-
ed. But if, in giving your {uffrages, you are governed
by refentment, party {pint, fear, or hope of reward, you
are trifling with your rights and forging your own chains.
-~ Never traft your lives and liberties in the hands of a man
in whoje private dealings you have no confidence. It 1s ab-
* {urd and prepofterous to fuppofe, that the villasn in pri-
vate life, can be the faithful public fervant. Experience
has proved that public offices are no fituations for refor-
mation ; and that there 2 man often diminifhes, but fel-
dom imiproves his integrity. Removed from the imme-
diate infpe&ion of his conftituents, {urrounded by tempta-
tions, lured by the charms which vice and luxury prefent,
what pledge but virtue can fecure his fidelity ? In fele&-
ing your canditate, therefore, let your firft and moft im-
portant enquiry be “is he honeft ?* 1Is he the punctual
and honourable dealer, the generous and henevolent
neighbour, the kind and faithful friend or relative, and
above all, the fincere and practical/ chriftian ?  If he 1s
devoid of thefe qualifications, though he may fpeak with
the tongue of an Angel ; though he may profefs moft de-
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voutly and promife moft jfairly, his republicani‘m is a
counterfeit, and he has no claim to your confidence.
Suffer not yourfelves to be deluded by profefions. The
man who profefles the mof, not unufually performs the
Jea/f , and he who exprefles the moft {olicitude to ferve
you is often the firft to ierve hifnfelf at your expence. Be
jealous of the man who boafts much of his love of liber-
ty, who would perfuate you that his political opponents
are about to enflave you, and that e and his partizans
are your c.aly friends. This may be the patriotic zeal of
an honeft man; but it is, too often, the canting hypo-
crify of a {coundrel.  Tke man who folicits your [tffrages
is unworthy of your confidence. Enquire into the mo-
tives of all the office feckers who, at this day infeft your
“country, and fee whether they are founded on real pas-
riotifm or private emolument. 'While you permit the boil-
terous fhallow politician, to gain credit ; while you liften
to the charms which flattery impofe, while virtue and tal-
ents are feldom thought of and never required, as quali-
fications for office ; the intelligent and faithful friend to
his country retires in difguft. He can never condefcend
to pra&tice bafenels or fraud, to gain promotion, and .ve-
ry properly concludes that ebfcarity is preferable to fame
purchafed at the expence of a good confeience and unblemifhed
integrity. Your beloved #afhington was no office feeker.
Though great, he was modeft. With a fcrutiny, the ef-
fe& of hi. inflexible juftice and unbounded patriotifm, he
fought out merit and rewarded it ; while the falfe patriot
had no claims on his bounty—vice trembled in his pref-
ence—virtue claimed him as ber patron and friend. Let
his precepts and examples dire& you, and your party
fpirit will ceafe, your eletions be made with wifdom,
your rulers entitled to your confidence, and ydur coun.
try be profperous at home and refpeted abroad. Let
me not be fufpected of a with to excite an undue jealoufy
of rulers. Your confidence in the elecsed, may bear fome
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proportica to the caution of the elecsors. If you are faith-
ful to yourfelves, the perfons you eleCt will probably be
faithful to yor. Still a watchfu! fufpicion and decent
inveftigation cf the condu of the beft of meu, is the
right and duty of every republican. To be over jealous
is uncharitable, to be over confident is dangerous. Avoid
extremes, if you would avoid error. '
The people of the United States and of this State have
lately exercifed their elective rights in the choice of Chief
Magiftrates. We are about to experience a new federal
and State-adminiftration whofe charalters are {carcely
formed and whofe line of conduct is {carcely marked out.
That their future conduct 1s a {ubje&t of great expecta-
tion and that the people are looking to them, with anx-
1ous folicitude, for relief from the effects of paft errors,
and fecurity from future, is certainly true. If we are to
judge from actions independently of profefions, we are
obllgcd in candour to acknowledge that, in the com-
mencement of the adminiftration of Mr. Madi ifon, there
is much to approve and very little to condema. The -
adjuftment of our differences with England, in the {pirit
of mutual conceflion and candour, is-an-event folong and
fo anxioufly wifthed for, that, while I congratulatz m
fellow citizens, on 1ts 4c»ompli[hment I will heartily join
them in an unreferved applaufe of the man, who, facri-
ficing prejudices to the good of his country, has fo readi-
ly, feafonably and manfully ftepped forward for our re-
llef {aved our commerce from deftru&ion, and our na-
. tion from war. His placing the sjelefs part of our navy
1n a fituation, where it will occafion no expence- to the
public, and no harm to the citizens, and his fitting the
ufeful part with fuch promptnels and expedition equally
evince his love of oeconomy, and his friendfhip for com-
merce. It is prefumed, that, thould he progrefs in doing
good, he will meet the approbatnon of all honeft men, and
that, thofe who oppofed his election, when they find their
B )
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~ fears have not been realized, will, with an honeft candoar,
“refpe@ and applaud him as the chief Magistrate of a free
“people. Ia the conduct of Mr. Gore, we fee nothing that his
eaemiescancondemu. The juft, hiberal, conciiiating and
impartial cour’e, marked out as the plan of his adminiftra-
tion, fully confirms the predictions of hisfriends ana points
him out as the upright, difinterefted and intelligent Gov-
ernor and intitles him to the gratitude and efteem of his
fellow citizens. Should his adminiftration tend to allay
- the heat ard affuage the virulence of party, reconcile the
difcordant paffions which have, hitherto, diftracted the
‘State, convince the people that he is the leader of no fe&t,
and the Governor of no party, he:will richly deferve the
unqualified praife of all kis confhituests. Fhis however
he is not to expe@—There are men, who owe all their
confequence to party {pint, and who being ftripped of
“that, appear naked and deformed and fink into their pri-
'mitive inAgaificance.  There will be therefore, feuds
and animofities in frec governments. The reftlefs, am-.
bitious and unprincipled will never be contented while
they are ont of office, and the people will never be happy
while they are 7u. Thele are the ftorms and tempefls;
to which republics are expofed ; which while they gently:
agitate, the elements are falubrious and neceflary, but they
cfien become irrefiftable and effe@ the deftrution of lib-.
erty. Letus then fellow citizens, greet each otherin the
{pirit of candour and forbearance ; let us refolvethat, if
Mr. Mudifon, and Mr. Gore, do well, party names fhall
never mduce us to withhold our approbation ; butif
they do i/, party names fhall not fcreen them from indig-
nation and contempt.

The truth 1s, we are the authors of moft of our misfor
tunes—The people mult be virtuous or they caanot be
free. Indifferent and corrupt eleGors, make indiffer-
ent and corrupt rulers ; and thefe {feldom begome bet-.
ter for continuing in office. 1f the judgments of hes-~.
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ven are to be infliGed on a nation in proportion to its a-
bufe of invaluable priviliges there are mary in ftore for
the United States. We have defpifed the reproofs and
warnings of the father of his country, rejeCted his coun-
eils, difregarded his examples, and 1n the name of liberty,
encoaraged firife, intolerance and opprefion. We have
trifled with our eiective rights, fuffered ourfelves to be
- purfuaded or threatened to refign them iato the handsof
unprincipled pastizans. Confequently, our truit has
been betrayed, our liberty endangered, and our country
expofed to extreme want, hazard and diftrefs. Ve have
permitted foreign poleties to find their way 1iato our
country, cherithed them, until they have pervaded our
councils and poifoned the freams which neunth amd ja-
vigorate our liberties—Inftzad of that manly and digat-
fied pulecy which prevents .infult by being preparﬂd ta
meet it, we have been obliged to fubmit to ihe mrorty-
ing neceﬂity of abandonmg our rights to fave our pro-
perty ; while the fuccels of the experiment has only ferv-
ed to increafe the mortification. But we have at lengta

fccvered our error, been partially relieved from our em-

arrafiments, and our commerce is feeking its former
channels—~And I think we have a comfortable and well
grounded hope, that Cengrefs will never agzin attempt to
coerce the powers of Enrope, by a meafure o radically de-
fective and:inefficient as an cmbargo.

Yet amidit our hopes of .rctum-i-ng profperity, we have
much to humble oui nationa! pride, and ftain oeur nation-
al charalter, Thoufands of human beings are groaning
in flavery, in the land of liberty, this ¢ afylunt of opprei-
fed humanity”—About one million of flaves, within thefe
United States, having fenfes as {ufceptible of pleafure and
pain, and fouls as pure and whire, in the fight: of Gov,
as ours, are bought and fold as beafts of burden, endure
privations and fatigue, without hope or pity, ard writhe
under the tafk of their inhuman tormenters. Tora: from
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his native country, his friends, his wife and children, the
poor unfortunate wretch is harried to a diftant region, to
welter in chains 1n a land of liberty. Americans! while
you celebrate this day, and congratulate each other on
your freedom and happinefs, let the poor opprefled Afri-
cancome upin remembrance before you for good ; let cae
figh efcape you for his fate—one wifh for his relief. Let
his fituation remind you what yours might have been, and
admonifh you, that your liberties are not immortal. In
this State, thank Heaven ! we have no flaves—Here the
colour of the fkinis no badge of icfamy. As foon 2s a man
fteps his foot on Maflachuferts groundhis chains drop from
him, and nothing can deprive him of that liberty which
1s the gift of his creator, but an attack on the fociety of
which e has become a member. Let us then on every
proper occafion unite to wipe off this national ftain, left
Heaven, in retnibution, fhould punifh us with flavery for
the crueities we have {o wantonly infliGted or others.
Another danger, to which our liberty 15 expofed, 1s a
line of condu& in the people or their rulers, which
would tend to a diffo/ution of the union. That there are
men, in this country, who would deftroy any government,
as foon as it fails to gratify their ambition, 1 have no
doubt. Attempts ot this kind, however, are to be attri-
buted, only, to “¢ the woiit of men in the worft of t:mes.”
But that there are rational, deliberate and 1ntelligent men,
of any party, who have ever entertained the moft diftant
with of fuch an event, 1s to me perfectly incredible. And
in the prefeace of God I deciare, I would hold the advo-
cate of fuch a meafure, as tae object of gpublic execra-
tion, and denounce him as a traitor to his country. The
intelligent politician views, with alarm, a// aéts which bear
bard on any particular feGion of the Union, and every
threat to cempel fubmiffion tc fuch a&s. And nothing,
but a fearful looking for of defpotiim, would induce him
to 1hink of a feverance of the bond that unites us. But
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the people of New-England are not in the habit of fub-
mitting to tyranny, whether foreign or domeitic ; and the
latter they deem, by far, the moft intolerable. It i Is,
therefore, their moft fervent defire to be united, and to
participate 1n all the burdens and oeneﬁts, common to
their brethren of the United States. TFurther, they will
endure Jocal facrifices, when the fafety or even intereft of
their country require it. But they wili not.confent, that
their liberties fhall be trifled with, to gratify the pride or
caprice of any man or body of men. As the integrity of
the Union, 1s the rock on which our falvation, as a nation
refts, it becornes us to difcard iocal and party dri’cméhons,
confider ourfeives as brethren of the fame family, and not
be 0o hafty in believing the charge of an attempt to de-
{troy the government. Some men can throw charges of
treafon and confpiracy, on their opponents,; with as little
referve, as they can aflume infallibility to themfelves.

The charalier of the accfer {hould be well confidered,

and his motives 1nquired into, before we attach much
credit to a charge of fo grofs and heinous a nature. It
is cruel and unchantable to believe a man guilty of
treafon, from the unfupported declaration, of one whofe
oftenfible objet is, to rife into office, even, by the deftruc-
ion of fair and unblemifhed chara@ers.

Permit me on this occafion to congratulate my Fel-
low Citizens on the favourable chanac that has taken
place in our foreign relations, fince the laft anniverfary of
cur independence, and partxcularly, tor the partial adjuft-
ment of our differences with that nation, from whom, 1n
peace, we have o much to expett, and in war, fo much to
apprehend ; and that there is a fair profpett, that a treaty
will be made, whieh will put our commerciai privileges on
a juft and permanent eftablifhment. It was, perhaps,
well judged, by the prefent executive of the United
States, that, exhaufted by an eighteen montkhs embargo,
torn and diftracted by party difientions, with our fea ports
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expofed, and our commerce defenceiels, it was no time to
fettle difputable principles by the jword. That not much
bad bezn done hitherto, to prepare us for the conteft,
and that, our navy was in no fituation to contend for * the
empire of the feas.” That, if indeed, ¢ the nght of
fearch” (the principal bone of contention,) ought not ¢o
be conceded by the United States, ftiil we were, at this
time, in o fituation to compel! England to relinquifh it.
And it 1s ear.cftly, to be wilhed, that an adjuftment or
modification of this claim, jo jultly obnoxious to the A-
mericans, and fo hable to abufe by the Englith, fhould
be made by treaty to the mutua! fatisfaltion of the par-
tiecs. Should the United States determine to employ no
foreign feamen on board their veflels, onkEnglandf relin-
quithing her night cf fearch, the difhculty would be at an
end. We fhould afford no prote&ion to Britith defert-
ers, our own fatlors would find encouragement, aand be-
come expert and ufeful in their profefhon, and our com-
mercial ngtts would be defended by marrve cirizens,
Every one, who has the pride of an American, muft feel a
laudible jealouiy, at the encoutagement givenin this coun-
try, to foreigners, both by individuals and the government.
That foreigners fhould be prote@ed, and fometimes en-
couraged, 1s as well the diftate of policy, as humanity.
But chanty ought to “begin at bome.” If we have
offices and employments to beftow, it is neither charita-
ble, nor patriotic to gratify the expeQations of ftrangers,
to tle exclufion of our own citizens.

But we have a well grounded hope that the ‘parties nazw
concerned 1n this negociation, are fincerely difpofed tc
adjudt all differences in {uch a manner as our commerce
thall in fu:_ure experience no interruption.  To infift, by
what means this favourable change has been effeGed, is
icarcely worth the conteft. If it can gratify any of our
brethren, in believing, that the embarge has done t4is
good thing, it 1s an innocent and cormfortable delufion, and
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they are welcome to it. It will be (in their minds pef-
fbly) an offset to fome fmall part of its mifchiefs, and
afford a fatisfaction to its friends, which, on this day, I
feel no difpofiticn to difturb. Too often has the day
been perverted to purpoles of fa&ion. Too often has the
temple of hberty been polluted by-enthufiafts, invokiag
imprecations on political opponents. Not unufually,
Mave the Leroes and patrrots of the revolution been abuf-
ed and fcandalized by political mad caps, {eleCted for the
puipofe and fit for no other.

But it is hoped the time is approaching when far-
ty names and tnfling difputes will be forgotten ; whegy
political finife wiil, in a meafure, ceafe and the people be
permitted to a&t and think forthemfelves, in the {pirit of
candour ang friendfhip. And let us not reft fatisfied with
wifking for fuch a change, but ufe our endeavours to ef.
fet it.  Let us difcard unwarantable fufpicions and jeal-
oufies, denouncs, as enemies to their country, the advo-
cates of intsieranceand politial perfecution. And, above
all, let vs remember that the judgments of Heaven, and
the curfss of poiterity, are referved for v, if we abufe the
privileges, by whichi we have been {o preeminently dif-
teaguithed.  Let us rejoice, that we have: become fo far
detached from European politics, and that Englaid has
no need of our alliance, nor France any reafon to expet
us to co-operzte 1t her {cheme of univerfal dominion.
- And, nafinuch as feveral of our late ezperniments icem to
be abandspzd, and a navy for the prote&tion of com-
merce is beginning to be thougbt of, we have reafen to
hope that many of our foimer errors will-be correlted and
that we are getiing back into the fafe and honourable
path. marked cut and purfued by the gieat and immortal
Wafliington. Let us pay tribute to his memory, by imi-
tating his virtues. Let us remember that we are free
born Americans, that 1.2 was our father, our counfellor
and the founder of our liberties. And finally, let us ren-
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der a tribute of gratitude to THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD,
for his paft innumerable bleffings, and earneftly folicit his
interpofition for the future. Let us atk of him fiacerely,
and he will unqueftionably prepare our hearts for thofe

a&s of kindnefs and charity, which will difpell party
- fpirit, perpetuate our union and liberty, and render
the nation prolperous, refpetable and happy. And,
while we enjoin a frequent rewrence to the principles of
our free conflitution, let us not be unmindful of the pre-
cq:‘s of the Gofpel, as indifpenfibly neceflary to enfure
our freedom and happinefs, in this and a future life.

]
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