ORATION,

 PRONOUNCED AT
DOVER, NEW-HAMPSHIRE,
IN COMMEMORATLON OF AMERICAN INDEPENDANC 7,

ON THE

FOURTH OF FULY, 18cS.

J

R - Lo T S —
BY MOSES HODGDON, Esq,

e ¥y
B e
e <
i —
S R RN W RSN R TR N YIY TR SNSRI SN BTG
s A s U e e i e s a i i e s s a—

DOVER, PRINTLED
BY FAMES K. REMICH.

—a e i
- Tooibshtolstidneiy

1808.




MOSES HODGDON, ESQ.
SIR,

"The underfigned Committee of arrangements for the celebration
of the anniverfary of the 4th of July, do by defire of the Company. who
attended the fame, hereby requeft your permiffion that the elegant, and
patriotic Oration by you this day pronourced, may be putlifked, and
thut you will furnifh us with a copy for the nrefs.

~ WM. K. ATKINSON,
OLIVER CROSBY,

WM. HALE.
Dorery Juir 4, 1808.
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GENTLEMEN OF THE COMMITTEE,

I HAVE no pleafure greate., than in complying with the
requelt of thofe friends, on whofe judgments I can place confiuence..--
Confidering your application flattering, though afcribing to me more
merit than I deferve, I will cheerfully furrifh the copy you requeft.

With refpet, Gentlemen,
I am your humble fervant,

MOSES HODGDON.
Dovsry Fuir §y 1808,



ORATION.

FELLOW CGITIZENS,

S a humble advocate of free principies, I nle
to addrefs you—-. et me appeal to the dignity of your minds,
to the fenfibility of your hearts, that I may roufe the fpirit
of liberty, which once dwelt in oursland, and produced
profperity and happinefs ; which enlivened every counte-
nance, and gave joy to all, who feltan intereft in the konor
and glory of our countiy. Is our nature changed, that we
cannot relifh the delicious plealures which flow from inde-
pendence and good government ? Or is the mind {o inthral-
led by its own 1nactivity, that it will not aflpire to enjoy {uch
a noble baon ? I rejoice and congratulate you, my fellow
citizens, upon the gldrious effects of that eventful period, we
now celebrate ; and in the fervor of my heart, I would return
thanks to that God, who holds the fate of empires, that we
are permitted to affemble on this occafion. Since the laft
year many of our fellow citizens, who were wont to enjoy
the plealures of this anniverfary, have paid the lalt debtto
nature ; have gone to the filent manfions of eternal reft.

Can we contemplate the day, in vhich our nation was bro’t |
into exiftence, without fecling the moft lively emotions
of gratitude; and beftowing a tribute of praife upon the vir-
tug and heroifm, which were difplayed by the liu{trious pat-
riote of that time ? The feeble cfforts ofan ordisary genius
cannot do jufltice to {uch ditinguifbed merit. Theardor of
their minds increafed. as the magnitude of thetr diflicultes

progreifed. They were ready to encounter the diftrefling
- émbarraffments, which grew irom the peculiar circumftances
of the fcenc; they were trenuous to remove all ohftacles that
couldimpedecthe accomplifliinentof theirwifhes,  With their
arms thev fought our battles ; their blood flained our ftreets
thcir magoanimity prompted then: te fpend the iaft farthing

.

of their fubftunce, and their courage urged them to lay Jown
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their lives for their country’s good. The powers of fancy,

»i20d by the glowing touches of fuperior art, cannot paint
to the imagination an objeét more interefting, and dxcmﬁed
than the one before us ; a nation ied by a little band of he-
roes, emerging from flavery to freedom ; the light of reafon
diffufing itelf through a whole country ; intelle€lual vigor
increafing wich {uch rapia force, as to break the fhackles,
which reftritted the treedom of thought, and kept the mind
involved in ignorance. Can we dwell upon a fubjett (o
important io ourfelves, {ointereiting to human nature, with-
out feeling the raptures of enthuftaim ? Can we look back
on the tiine, when our ancettors ftruggled with mifery and
diftrefs, te obtain for us liberty and independence, without
feeling conlcious, how much we have neglefted to prelerve
what they [o dearly bought?

Ours is not the tafk to travel through the dreary [cenes of

a revolution and eflablifh a free government ; but one more
arduous; we have to contend with all the conﬂléhng paflions,
incident to human weaknefs, to preferve and maintain that,
which the experience of aged Statefmen, upon wife delibe-
ration, taught them to adopt. Every fibre of our frame
would ftrive to give the firlt accents of praile, if we could re-
alize the bieflings that might refult from fuch collefled wil-
dom. Ambition in every form riles around us to prevent
it ; the experienced and ignorant pretend equal claims to
sonhdence; perfidious policy takes the place of found
prmmple:, and virtue and honelly are not confidered
among the qualitie« neceflary to form legiflators and Statel-
men. A government founded and adminiftered upon true
principles of liberty, is [carcely to be {ound in the annals of
hiltory. To behold a portion of the human ami'y enjoying
happinefs, that would arife from the operations of fuch a fyl-
tem, would excite admiration in every mind, that was not
loft to benevolence, and calloufed bf corruption. It has
been a theme on which philanthropifts and philofophers have
dwelt. in {prighdy ftrains, of tranlporung eulogy, from he
earlieft times to the prefentday. They have in their clofets
when agitating the theory and principles of a free gov-
ernment, been raifed to ;he higheft point of plealure, of
which their nature was lulceptible.  Butvirtue and noth-
ing but viitue, was what thev inculcated to fupportit.
Without a nation is viityous, it camiot be free, withoyt
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freedoar it caanot be happy. To admintfler the affairs
of a republican government, in 2 manner which will pre.
vent the growth of corruption, and {ecure the firft princi-
ples of liberty, requires the utmoft {kill ot great politicians,
and the beft of rnen. The complrxednefs of its nature, makes
1t difficeit to arrange 1ts various parts ; nothing but nice per-
ception and acute judgment. can prepare tnem for harmo.
ny. The delicacy of its texture requires a firm and fieady
hand ta keep ail the powers in a proper balance.  Want of
energy, wan: of honelty, or want of talents, will introduce
diforder into a fyftem fo complicated, and the perniciovs
effects of either will .ever be attended to, till thev are
brought to att upon the neceflitias, or wilhes of mankind.
Smce then, mv fellow citizens, we have tranfmitted to us a
government formed by the wif{dom of our fathers, upen prin-
ciples of trucliberty, let us examine what mealures, we {hall
take to preferve it and wranfimit it to our pofterity. Never
letit be faid that we do not valae liberty as we ought, nor
that we have been remils 1o our duty topreferyveit.  Let us
bring the force of our minds into a&lion, and exert the
ftrength of our nerves, to dilcharge cvery duty incumbent
upon us, as free citizens, and members of anindependent
government. Let our diligence and a&ivity be {uch, that
reproaches of confcience, or the horrors of imagination, may
not difterb us, when feeking tranquillity and reurement. If
we advert o the page of hiftory for information, we fhall find
that free nations have vifenand fallen by their own hands ;
that fo long as they cultivated virtue and confidered honeﬁy
a good quality in a cinzen, they eijoyed liberty and hap.
pinels. But when corruption advanced, liberty and happi-
nels reured.  Wicked men arrived to power by wicked
mealures, and to preferve their power they reforted io fuch
-mears as reduced their fellow ciuzens to flavery. And
thus we {ee. the virtue that once expelied a Tarquin, and
re-eftablifhed liberty in Reme, was too weak te rife upon the
ruins of Cafar.  Remarkable it is, I appeal to hiftory ta
prove my affertion, that whenever a free nation loft its lib-
erty, they loft it by the machinatinns, and treacherous policy
of thofe very men, who came forward as champions ¢! free-
dom, and defenders of the rights of mankind. W ith pro-
fehons of patriotilim, they gained the confidence of their
fellow citizens, and canverted it to their own ambitious
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views. With the cry of liberty they fowed the {eeds of
corruption, and anarchy ; and with a {pecies of policy at
firlt doubtful, they eftablithed themiclves upon the ruins of
their fcllow citizens.  Under the mafk of economy, they
would enrich them{clves at the public expence ; and under
the pretence of benevolence and humanity, they would
deltroy the happinefs and take the lives of thoufands.

Iwill now turn your attention to the time, when our prefent
government was eftablifhed. The blood that was fpilt and
the toils that were endured in the revolutionary war, did not
of themielves produce a government ; they only laid the
founcation for one.  Itis ealy to conceive how alarming
the crifis of public affairs was at this time ; people worn
out with the faugues and hardfhips of a long and doubtful
war ; many were reduced to abjeét poverty by the enor-
mous taxes 1mpoled upon them. Qthers were mourning
the lois ot fone dear conneélion, and found themfelves def-
tined- to [pend the remainder of their lives in poverty and
wretchednefs Befides thele, there were a numerous train of
{oldiers, who had with patience and patriotifm, traveiled
through and lurmeunted all oppofition, not yet paid a k -
thing for their fervices. A foreign and domeftic debt prel-
fing on every fide ; and no means pointed out how money
was to be raifed to pay them. Thefe were lome of the ma.
ny evils that exilted, when 1t was neceflary a gencral gov-
ernment (hould be eftabhifhed, or our independence was
gone forever. A poor people, a difcontented army, and am-
bitious Jemagogues, ail tended to embarrafs meafures about
to be taken for the new government. Unanimity could not
be expetted upon a lubjett [o complicated and imnportant ;
difficuitues immediately arofe from diverfities of opinion.
Some of the moft prominent features of our federal confti-
tution met with decided oppofition ; at firlt, thole who ob-
jected to particular parts profefled to admire the remainder.
But oppofition increafed with warmth, as the time approach-
ed when this new conflitution was to go into operation ;
and finally many difcontented, and ambitious men, 1mpa-
tient of any government ; each condemning his particular
part, arraycd theml{elves into a powerful oppofition, and
openlv refiited every mealure that was calculated to give
our niw governme:it a fair experiment.  This alarmed the
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friends of the conftitution, they knew the troubles of anar-
chy, and dreaded the tirc, when Americans were to be a-
gain without government. The greateft wifdom and tal-
ents irlifted to fupportit ; arguments and {ound reafoning
were reforted to, to Thew the ncceflity of a general govern-
ment, and how well this was adapted to the genius. and hab-
1is of the American people. Here, my fellow citizens, we
behoki the origin of two great political parties in our coun-
try ; the friends of the conftitntion affumed the name of
federalifts ; thofe in oppefition ftiled themf{elves antifed-
ralifts. Since thatti;me the former have uniiormly {up-
ported the appellation, they at firll affumcd, and endeavour-
ed to maintain the principles of our government in their ori-
ginal purity. But how was the cafe with the latter '~
They difliked the title that was affumed by thermleives ;it had
in itfe!f a ffrong feinblance of hoftility to the conilitution ;
to palliate appearances they have fince alfumed a more
{pecions name, that of republicans.* What were the charac-
ters of the leading mcnin thele parties, when they firft rofe
in oppofition to each other ? The federalifts, my fellow ci-
tizens were men of found and enlightened underftanding,
attached to virtuous and regular habuts ; their knowledge of
both mien and governmeuts was great and praflical ; they
kncw how to prelerve iiberty and relirain the excellive ang
turbulent paffions of the wicked part of {ociety.  On the
other hand, how dificrent ! many of the antifederalifts in
their knowledge were {peculative, in principles licentious,
and in charatter delperate. Religion they treated as mock-
ery, and wvirtuous habits were nidiculed as nothing but the
effeéls of fuperftition.  Soon did the malignant end licen-
tious principits of the oppolers of our conftitution fhew

* This may be afcertained by recurring tothe proceedinzs of State con-
ventions on the conftitution of the United Scates ; that thole who were
antifederalifts are univerfally republicans, I do not pretend to affert,
that they are gencrally fo, is a fact as notorious as any in hiftory..-
Mr. Jefferfon, George Clinton the prefent Vice Prefident, Munroe,
Dawfon, Gerry, ‘.overnor Sullivan, Benjamin Aultin the author of
Honeftus, and many cthers were diltinguilhed antifederalifls, who are
now diltinguithed republicans. No:th Carolina was wholly antifederal,
and Rhode Ifland. The Bofton Chronicle was decidedly an antitederal
paper, and is now as decidedly republican. It is {ufhicient {or me, that
the Prefident and Vice Prelident were antifederaliits.
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themfelves, in their atiacks on the federalifts,  Thofe meny
who were among the firit in our revolution ; who fought
our battles, who expended their little all to fupport our in-
dependence, were charged as guilty of the higheft crimes
known in [ociety ; becaufe they voiunteered to defend the
conftitution and fupport the government ¢f their country.

Treafor and a defign to eflablith monarchy and deftroy the

liberty of the people were among the multitude of thefe en-
ormous charges  When at the fame time the antifederalifts
repn’e{t’med them{elves as friends of humanity, jealous of
Tliberty, snd advocates ofthe enly true rights of the people.
Will any candid man who has everead, or heard of a free
gcvernment, who knows what are the principal charatterifs
tics of it, lay that one, who is honeftly devoted to the con-
ftitution of the United Stetes, 1s an enemy to freedom?
Every feature of it is republican, and cvery principle that of
liberty. And will any man, who is-acquainted with the te-
nacious obftinacy of human prejudices, be fo hardy as to
declare, that one, who conceived an early prejudice againlt
our conftitutior, who arplied the moft violent meafures to
oppofe it, can ever be {o reconciled, as :0 be cordial in nis
attachment toit? I truft they will not. Among the moft
feious charges againft the federalifts, was an attempt to
form a confolidated government by making the fmall States
equal io the great onesin the fenate. This charge was {up-
‘ported with great abiittics and violence; and had the fup-
porters of it {ucceeded, the little Statcs, of which New-

Hampthire is one  would have loft all [overcignty and
iniluence in the councils of our nation.  Some of the proud
Virginians*, elated with the idea of belonging to a great
Siate, thought they had a right to dittate what they plealed
to the nation ; and had the vamty to believe, they coukl
ereft fucha govem'nem as wouid fuit hemfelves, and main-
tain it againft the withes of all the little States. I hope the
pride of New-Hampfhire will never ftoop to deiend a policy
that tends to deitroy her fovercignty, and importance.  In
{pite of oppofition, we find the federalifts cltablifhed a gov-
ernment and put its various branches into operation.  And
what was the confequence ? A nation belore withcut a

* See debates in Vi:ginia convention on the conRitution of the United
States.
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charatler affumed a dignified rank among the powerfu! na.
tions of the earth. A nation withouw commerce foon rivalied
the moft commercial nation in Kurope.  Without a cent of
revenus, the trade ofour country was turned into fuch
channcls, as to enahie the adminiftration of government, to
meet the exigence of the umes. Thlie war worn foldiers
received an ample compenlation for their fervices, and offi-
cers were allewed to retire to their homes wi h confiderce
and diznity.  Lven the earth idelf feemed to be changed ;
agriculture affumed a new appearance. The labors of the
farmer were crowned with a plentful barveft, which when
carricd to market found a guick and pruﬁm ble [aie. Thele
were fome of the happy e tf cts, which refulted from the ef-
tablifbment o our iederal conititution ; and thefe continued
as long as the fame fpirit attuated the adminiitration, as atu-
ated thofe who eftablifhed the government.

An cvent ia the politic.! world, extraordinary in its na-
turs, no v prefeats ilelf to oar view ; the unparalleled revo.
lation in France. Strange 1t 15, bat truth bears teffinony
of the fact, that internal commotions of one natton, thould
have fuch powerlul etfeéts upon others, moft remotely allicd
to it. Liberty could not find a reiting place in Eovope,
The fparks, which emanated from our revolation, kiadled
a fire that feemed to threaten deftru€lion to the human race,
Frenchmen Qrove with cager halle, to fan the flame, which
in other clim:s, they faw producing areatelt of blelfinas,
But too iate, they found the temperament of their minds
would not atlow them to enjoy the products of a foreign fuil.
What at firft was introduced as a blefling, foon proved a
fcourge to mankind, and deftroyed thale who introduced it.
No kmner had liberty eretted her Randard in France. than
fury feized the nation; thoulandsfell a facrifice to the prev il-
ing policy of the imes.  Treachery and conlpiracies raifed
factions and tumults ; the ingenuity of the powerful was tor-
tured to invent means, by which the weaker could he depri-
ved of life, withlittle trouble to the executioner—-Neighbour
flaughtered hi, neighbour ; lifiing babes could find no pro-
tection in their innocence : in the woft brutal manner they
were mu:dered to fatiate the vengeance of an enraged po-
pulace, becaufe they bore the name and cherifhed the blood
of their patents. The convulfions of France hook Europe
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toits certre, Kingsand potentates looked with aftonifhment
upon thefe tremendous [cenes; they trembled at the thoughis
of becoming viftims to French liberty.  Like i ghmmg the
fpirit which feized France, pervaded every body in cone
ta@ with her ; like poifon it deftroyed the vital parts before
its effects were feen upon the furface. Politicians ftood a
far off and wondered ; moralifts binfhed and confeffed their
ignorance when they treated upon the paflions of man,
and found how much beyond what was ever known be-
fore the depravity of our nature could carryv us. Yet
however melancholv and unfortunate were the effcfts of
this revolution, it was natural and laudable for America
to feel favourably difpofed to acaufc, that had liberty for
its objeét, and the happinefs of a nation. France avowed
herintention was to be free and we believed her. Our
hearts beat with joy, to hear that America had beceme an
exampic for other nations, and our eyes beheld with delight
the caufe of liberty fuccefsful in a foreign country. Hu-
manity and benevolence taught us to with, that all our fel-
low creatures who were in bondage. fhould rife to the dig-
nity of freemen. Bat before we could digeft our hopes,
and give direftion to our expettations, the fcene was chang-
ed. We feafted upon the delufion of a moment; our
profpetis vanifhed like a twinkling meteor, and {oon we dif-
covered that Frenchmen were not worthy of freedom. In
language of contempt and ridicule, they difcarded religion
and morality. The name of liberty was ufed alternately
by their leaders, as an engine of deftruflion ; they were
tofled to and fro, by the blindnefs of credulity, to gratify
ambitious and cruel demagogues ; ull one more arch than
all the reft, feized them and bound them falt.  And now
with cringing adulation, they adore the man that reftored
to them the rank of flaves. Many of our fellow citizens,
early anticipated the confequences of French liberty ; and
what they anticipated, was foon realized. The zeal which
caufed the revolution took a new courfle and left no hopes
for the moderate or doubtful. Inftead of liberty France
wanted power; rage for univerfal empire was difcovered in
every Frenchman. The difcipline and valor of her armies
enfured fuccels wherever they wifhed to firike a blow,—
Countries after countrics, were marked for conquecfls, as
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they were marked fo they were conquered.  After the dif-
pofitior of France was Lleazl) developed by her attions;
atter every ratiohal hope of her being a free nation was ob-
literated ; and the more difcerning part ofour countrymen
faw that French liberty was only another name for tyranny ;
that our government could be faved only by refilting the
intrigues, and influence of their fpies, and agents ; we find,
that {omc ot our leading men* were fecietly aiding the caufe
of thele agents, and endcavouring to turn the popular opin-
1on againft thofe who adminiftered our federal government,
Many diftinguifhed charaflers,who oppofed our conftitution
in its early operations, who dftc.rwards pretendedly approved
it, now feceded from the federal party, and reforted to eve
v means to deltroy 1ts influence. They took advantage
of feelings excited by French enthufiafm, and reprefented
the federalilts as hoftile to French politics, and confequent-
ly enemies to liberty. Among thele feceders were our
prefent prefident, and manv others who now compole the
adminifiration of our national government. Mr. Jefferfon
with dilguft, retired from office in a manner that left no
doubt Wthh way he would {teer his courfe. In a fimple
garb peculiar to {onie antient republicans, he fed the hopes
of grovelling ambition ; and prefered being confidered the
leader ot a fattion, to holding an honorable office in the fed-
eral adminiftration. By talents calculated more to deftroy,
than to build up and preferve, he managed the paifions of
his party with great fuccels. By his appearance of modera-
tion, many bclieved him impardal ; by his profeflions of
patriotifm he attratied the attention of the credulous ; and
by his oppofition to Englifh politics, and pretended antipa-
thy to monarchical inftitutions, he ferved as an anchor on
which the difappoinicd and ambitious laid hold to execute
their wicked intentions, At the {ame tiine, he would ex-
prels himfelf a warm advocate for the happinels of his fellow
creatures ; and with philofophical indiffercnce, affora his al-
filtance to vilify the name of Wathington.t Mr. Jetterfon’s
efforts were not the cffeéts of momentary vanity ; he had

* Sec Jafferfon’s letter to Muzzei, and the writings of others, who ad-
vocated the condu&® of the French ambafludor, when he appealed
from the decifion of Wathington to the people of the United Siates.

T See J. T, Callenders writings and confeflions,
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fyftem; he hadfentinels to watch the motions of hisopponents,
and heralds to proclaim through the country, that Jeffer{on
and liberty were the fame thing.  Such were the flattering
profpe s held out by bim and his adherents, to doubt that we
fhould realize them was unp« pular; to deny it was a crime.
Every meafure was devifed,thatthe power ofingenuity could
devile, to cieate a change in political fentiments; after along
and arduous ftruggle it was effe€ted. Mr. Jefterion was rail-
ed to the firft magiltracy of our nation, behold in a moment,
the antifederalifis, who oppofed the conflitution in every
flep of its progrels, were converted to good republicans,
and profefl d triendfhip for the very thing they before had
withed to defiroy.  Is it fafe, my fellow citizens, to intruft
ourfelves with a known enemy, though in 2 moment of re-
{erve, he fhould declare him(eif our friend ? This change
fcrmed an important era in our national adminiftration,

Federal meafures, which Wathington and Adams adapted,
were denounced by lefferfon and his party, becaufe they
tended to ariftocracy and monarchy.  Shouts of applaufe
were heard from nne end of the continent to the other, with
mutual congratulations, that Americans were lo happy, as
to bring republicans and the true friends of liberty into
power. People were led to believe, the earth would pro-
duce food without labor, that liberty was fecure. that taxes
were nothing but ¢ffcéls of federal policy, and never more
would be known in this country.  How fallacious ! nothing
changed for the better, the earth requires labor to produce
food, and taxes make their annual vifits,  Thele reprefen-
tations were charming to the ear, and plealant to the talte,
but their cffe€ts have palfied the whole [yftem, and produ-
ced a ftupor that muft end in violent convulfions ; or the
death oi liberty,

To prove that J]eﬁ'erfon and his party are true repub.
licans, and friends of liberty, requires more evidence
than can be found, by recurring to the mealures of their
adminifiration, They have given ftrong murks of princi.
ples hoftile to thofe they profefs to follow—T heir attions
have uniformly tended to the fame point ; to deprefls F.ng-
land and the federalifts ; to aggrandize France and thelr
own party. Some few’ years fince, they were lavifh of
encomiums on the French, becaufe they were rifing to
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freedom and = repuolican government ; now they admire
them, for what ? not becaule they are republican or free,
but becaufe they are French and enemies to England  Mr.,

Jefferfon hailed the day, with ofhicial greeting, when one of
the blood of Napoleon,eretted a throne and eftablithed a {yf-
tem of tyranny in Helland. States that were before (ree and
governed by republican laws. Who can caft his eyes upon
Europe, and lurvey the different empires and countries, -
which are {ubfervient to the views of French ambition, and
compare them to the ftate in which they were twenty years
fince, without fecling horrorand pity? Tyranny is eftablifh-
ed from one end of the continent to the other. England the
only {pot except Aimerica, now known, where a fingle trace
of liberty can be tound, is an object, on which all the neigh.

boring powers are fu: nmoned to wreak their vengeance. Na.
poleoi: has marked her for deftruétion; too bad to relate, ma-
ny of our countrymen, who profels to admire free govern-
ments, pray for [uccels to his enterprize. The powerful
States of Europe.how arc they? Ruffia is paraiyfed by the fe-
duélive influence of French diplomatic agents— Pruflia has
loft her power, funk in poverty and difgrace, by the effeéts
of temporizing policy. The proud houfe of Auftria is
humbled to the duft; ftands with tame {ubmiffion to re-
ceive and execute the terrible commands of the mafter of
Europe. Italy, once the land of wealth and {cience has
been ftript of her ornamenis, and in common with other
States now groans in {lavery—Where are the wealth and
the free Statesof Holland.” The wealih has gone to adorn
the inperial diadem of Napolean ; and Knm‘ Louis with
defpotic powers, is appointed guardxan of Dutch freedom—-
Spain trembling, with her arms ftretched fordh, is implor-
lug mercy, to avert the dreadtul blow, which now threatens
her deftrutiion.  And how has been America? My judg-
ment mult guide my anfwer. Devoted to theintereft of the
lawlefs tyrant of France, and crouching to receive what
brrdens he has thought fit to impofe upon her.  How is
fhe now ? writhing under tortures inflicted by her own
hands. Pardon me, my fellow citizens, for {peaking fo
freely of the country, that gave me birth., To think a
moment of our opprefled fituation, with our ignorance of
the caule of it, would aroufe indignation in any one, wha
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ever breathed the air of an independent country. I do .
not mean, in a wanton manner to impute wicked motives to
any mortal on earth ; 1t is a matter of no confequence to
us, whether our diftrefles are effecis of wicked intentions
or weak meafures. While charity requires that I fhould
{fpare the motives of our prefent national adminiftration, my
duty requires that I fhould deal freely with their policy. 1
do not rely upon opinion, or prejodice to fuppert me in
my affertion, I have incontrovertible proofs, of what I ad-
vance. If I can prove a fingle inftance in which Mr. Jef-
ferfon and his party, have committed the honor and dmmty
of our nation, have atted a part unworthy of a free and in-
dependent adminiftration, to gratity the withes and vicws of
the great Napoleon, they ought to lufe the confidence of
the people, and by the voice of their conftituents be driven
from office. I will appeal to the journals of Congrels for
inftances and faéls, the truth of which cannot be doubted,
to {hew that I am corrett in faying, this country has been
devoted to the interefts of the Frer.:h government. In the
fenate of the United States in the year one thouland eight
hundred and fix, Do&or Logan a diftinguilhed member
from Penniylvania, and one who goes heart and hand with
the Prefident, introduced a bill interditting all intercourfe
with this country and the Ifland of St. Dommgu. It met
with a manly and fpirited oppofition by thofe who felt for
the conmercial profperity of their country. By the laws
of nations, and the afts of the French government 1t was
provzd to a demonftration, that we had a right to irade
there. Thole who perceived the degrading l(,ndency of
the at, and the motives, that produced it, felt the honor of
their country infulted, and ufed every argument poflible to
prevent its paflage.  But the noble Dottor ¢ unmalked the
hill. In his great zeal he told them, that they bad already
tampered too long on the fubjeét; that France had then
demanded the meafure of us, and its adoption had become
a matter of neceflity on our part. Degrading 1dea! where
then was gone our national honor, and our boalled inde-
pendence ? What was this but to tell us, that fuch 1s now
our humbled ftatz, when Irance commands we have no al-
ternative, but obedience ; and that even to deliberate is
dangerous”? With fuch reafons, and for no other the bill
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paffed ; the trade to St. Domingo was interdifted. The
honor of an 1ndependent nation was infulted through the
weaknels of a timid adminiftration, and the intereft of our
citizens, was facrificed to fausty the withes of Napoleon.
Were I permitted to hazard an opinion, I fhould fay that
this was the time, and the moft proper time, for our gov-
crnment to have made a ftand againft France. Had the
fpitit of our independence aftuated the adminiltration at
that time, or the firmnefs and magnanimity of Wafhington
had the leaft influence, that bill wonld bave never paffed ;
and in human probability, we fhoald this day, have enjoyed
the pleafures of a neutral commerce, and an independent
nation. The only way to conciliate a_tyrant, is to refift
his firt encroachments.  But inftead of making a firm and
manly ftand againft the firft demands of France, Mr. Jefter-
fon and his friends, with a meannefls becoming only the too's
of ambitious tyrants, tamely fubmitted to grant the infult-
ing requelt. What was the conlequence? France had car-
ried her point, fhe felt the pulle of our nation, and they
beat in her favor. She knew where to apply for other
favors of more importance.  The falt of our adminiftra-
tion’s obeying the withes of France, by mterdlam the
trade with Saint Domingo, is proved by fuch powerfuf
evidence, taken in conncétion with other fafts of the fame
naturc as well proved, can leave no doubt on the minds of
impartial men, that our country has been devoted to the
interclts of the French nation. What did Randolph fay,
one of Jeffetfon’s own party 2 That Madllon, who is the
great premier of our adminiftration, who is held up as a
candidate for our next prefident faid, we could not fectle
our difficulties with Spain, becaufe France wants money ;
and we mult give it to her.  Is a nation independent, is an
adwinifltration correét, that fays we muft pay money to one
not a party te the controverfy, before we are allowed to
treat with another?  How mean the thought, that a fecre-
tary ot State fhould defeend fo low, as to confent to give
money for the privilege ¢! making a treaty. 1 wifh my
cownurymen would think on thefe things, and fay where
is our independence.  Are we not, my fellow citizens,
in danger of invafion from France ? Her invariable
policy has been to fecure the friendfhip ol a certain part of
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the community ; caunle divifions and faltions, and then con-
quer. That was the cale with Holland, ltaly, Germany,
and Pruflia. Have we not as much to fear as they had ?
Could we refift the force of a French army, powerful and
difciplined, when one half of eur citizens were advocating
French politics, and oppofing with ali poflible ftrength the
exertions of the other?

Although I could notice nume-aus inltances, where from
percepting alone, [ could prove the partiality of Jefferfon’s
adminiftration to the french nation, I will pafs them over,
and call your attention to the meaflures of our laft congrefs.
There we find defpotifim in difguife.  The advocates for
liberty and iree gaovernment, deftroying the rights and pro-
perty of peopie at one blow. Pallive obedience and non
refiftance, was the only principle inculcated. Mr. Jeffer-
fon with a magic art never before known in our country,
took a pecp into futurity, and {aw what would happen ; and
his duty as a patriot urged him to legiflate againft any par-
ticular events. He recommended an embargo law, with-
out limitation ; the politenels of congrels forbore to afk tor
reafons, and in the belief of executive infallibility they
pafled it  Thev perceived ninmediately, they were refpon-
fible to their conflituents, and enquired for reafons to jullity
what was done. And what were offered? A decree of
the French Emperor, that was iffued many months beiore;
and Britifh orders of council the exilence of which, was
not knowa in this counrrv, till feveral days after this famous
law was enafted. Ablurdity itfelf would fmile at fuch flimzy
realons. The objeét, as was pretended, was to fecure our
fhips and feamo-n againft capture from either of the two
great belligerent nations of Europe.  And that was the on-
ly objeft.. A law was paffed, which feemed to embrace the
whole fubjeét in view, prohibited the fuiling of veflels on
foreign voyages; and anfwered, fo far as the nature of
fuch a law could, to fecure our fhips and {eamen. But
this did noi fuffice, our embarrafsments were too [mal!, we
could enjoy a free intercourle among ourlelves ; fupple-
ment upon {upplement were added to this law in the nature
of non intercoutfe bills, till every avenue, however {mall,
which led to commerce was completely choaked. Happy
times | how great our bleflings ! the laurels of independenc-
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are unfafhionable, and we will not wear them. Was ever
a people {o tavored before ? - We have the glarious liberty
of purchafing a barrel of flour and eating it, if we are fo
fortunate as to procure a recommendation from Governor
Langdon, that we defcerve it, and a fpecial licence from Mr,
Jefferfon that we fhall have it.  Laws are fimplified and
decifibns fpeedy.  We are not driven to fearch the nume-
rous volumes of civil and common law, to find reafons to
fupport an argument; nor are we put to the ufelefs tronble
of fummoning witneffes and colletting evidence ; we have
a law fuperior to all that. It empowers a colle€trr to de-
cide the fate of vellels and cargoes, by authority of his own
{ulpicion.  This, my fellow citizens, is libcriy divefted of
all irs fuperfluities ; the pure effects ot a republican admin-
itration.  Next comes the marvellous ; the keen difcern-
ment, and magical philofophy of Mr. Jefferfon, difcovered
a ftrong connetlion between the trade of Vermont and
Canads ; and the fecurity of our thips and feamen, Our
thips and feamen, would not be fafe till all intercourfe be-
tween thele countries was 1nterdic¢ted ; and that was im-
mediately done-  Could trade to Canada endanger our
fhips and feamen, or injure the cizizens of Vermont? In
moral certainty it could not. Could an interdittion of it
injure the Canadians ? It molt furely would. When we
confider how complaifant and ready Mr. Jefferfon was to
terdiét the trade to St. Domingo, becaufe France requeft-
ed it; how defirous Madifon was to give money to France
for the privilege of treating with Spain.  'When we confid-
er the bold ltep> and powerful exertions of Napoleon to de-
firoy the commerce of Fngland ; and how abfurd and un-
neceflary it was to pals the numerous lupplementary nen in-
tercourfe bills of the embargo law, to {ecure our {hips and
{feamen ; how totally diftinét they are from the fubje@ of
the firft bill; it does not require the aid of malice or preju-
dice to juftify us in faying the motives afligned by the ad-
miniftration for laying the embargo, were not thofe by
which they were really attuated. By fair and logical de-
duction we fhould be aathorifed to fay the numerous em-
bargo atts were dittated by French policy, in order to de-
ftroy Englilh commerce. Could any perfon before bave
believed, that America would {uffer the privations and dif-
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trefs it now fuffers. to gratify the wifles of fpeculative poli-
ticians. by trying what they term a patriotic experiment ?
Never fince we had a government, has there been a time
that executive influence went fo far as it now goes ; never
before this, would any prefident dared to exercife meafures
fo arbitrary.  i.ock into Rome and Greece the moft pow.
erful and corrupt nations of antiquity, and fee if you can
find an inftance, where their rulers ever aflumed a power,
like that aflumed by Mr. Jefferfon, in giving exclufive
privileges to feletted citizens, to buy or fell the molt ne-
ceflary article o! fubfiftence. For one hundred aud fifty
iears paft, had a King of England attempted fuch a thing,

e wouid not have worn his crown one month.  Napoleon,
whole government is a perfe&t {yftem of tyranny, has not
gone fo far.  His fubjetts dare not cut a tree fuitable for
timber without his leave, but they were never deprived of
the 11ght of buying and {elling bread and flour, elpecially to
each other, uniefs fome famine or general {carcity had vifit-
ed the land. But like criminals we are doomed to fate
woric than is allotted to the {uhje&s of defpots,

As a nation, our profpeéts are gloomv, our fates doubtful ;
we are olcillating betwecn hope and defpair ; on one fide
threatened with a ravaging war ; on the other fubjeétion to
the tyrant of France; our produce wafting for want of a
market ; our thips rotiing for want of employ. Laboring
men fubﬁﬂmg upon the charity of their neighbours ; mobs
rifing to oppole the execution of civil power ; taxes to pay
and no relources to pay them. All thefe evils to a politi-
cal certainty originated from the mezfures of our prefent
national admiutfiration—Yet; yet; I paufe ior fhame'!
a majority of New-Hampthire lchﬂamre, like deluded en-
thufiafts, or political madmen, have applauded, without dif-
crimination, in a ftyle of fulfome panegynck thefe de.
ftruflive meafures. "In this fervility tias cutfirint idlelf.
Arrogance and confidence have trivmphed over the pride
of patriotifin ; the dignity anu honor of legiflators, are loft
in the pettith infolence of party {pirit, and vanity has
erefted a throne upon the follies of thofe, who ftooped to
approve of this degrading deed.
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